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PREFACE. 


There  are  already  two  historical  worka  on  Nova  Scotia 
— one  by  Thomas  C.  Haliburton,  and  the  other  by  Beam- 
ish Murdoch,  both  natives  of  the  Province  ;  the  fonner 
an  author  of  unquestionable  genius,  and  the  ktter  one 
who  bequeaths  to  hia  country  a  vrork  containing,  in  three 
volumes,  a  body  of  facts,  in  chronological  order,  which 
will  continue  to  be  consulted  iu  comiog  generations  as  a 
valuable  literary  deposit.  The  interesting  narrative  of 
Haliburton  closes  with  the  year  1763 — embracing  only 
two  hundred  and  forty-two  pages — the  latter  part  of  his 
first  volume  consisting  of  a  chronological  table  of  events, 
extending  from  1763  to  183S,  and  his  second  volume 
being  devoted  to  a  Statistical  account  of  the  Province. 
Mr.  Murdoch's  history,  so  far  as  published,  comes  down 
to  the  year  1828. 

While  the  writer  has  availed  himself  of  the  labors  of 
his  predecessors,  he  hopes  the  structure  of  his  story,  as 
well  as  much  of  the  matter  which  it  embodies,  will  be 
found  so  different  from  the  narratives  already  produced, 
as  not  to  be  chargeable  with  undue  sameness.  To  coun- 
terbalance the  advantage  of  at  least  one  half  of  his  work 
being  occupied  with  transactions  and  facts,  of  which  no 
previous  attempt  to  give  a  connected  narrative  has  been 
made,  lie  has  encountered  the  difficulty,  on  the  one 
hand,  of  imparting  freshness  to  a  theme  whose  events 
have  transpired  in  the  present  generation,  and,  on  the 
other,  of  avoiding  exposure  to  the  charge  of  partiality,  in 
treating  of  a  time  when  the  political  fermentation,  occa- 
sioned by  these  events,  has  not  entirely  subsided. 

When  the  work  was  undertaken,  tlie  writer  expected 
that  long  before  sending  it  to  press,  the  Dominion  Census 
of  1S71  would  have  been  published,  in  all  its  important 
details — thus-  supplying  valuable  data  for  determinmg  the 
last  decennial  progress  of  the  Province  in  its  mercantile. 
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agricultural,  and  inauufacturing  interests.  Only  one 
volume,  however,  of  the  five  of  wliich  that  work  is  to 
consist,  has  yet  appeared. 

The  limits  of  this  book  have  occasioned  the  omission 
of  much  matter  which  might  prove  both  interesting 
and  instructive.  A  greater  degree  of  condensation  would 
have  rectified  this  to  some  extent,  but  there  might  be  a 
corresponding  loss  in  readableness — a  characteristic  which 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  writer,  if  possible,  to  ensure. 

In  giving  a'  number  of  biographies,  only  a  slight  exca- 
vation has  been  made  in  a  mine  in  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  some  more  competent  hand  will  find  employment 
— many  departed  native  worthies  not  having  been  even 
mentioned,  whose  lives  deserve  a  permanent  record. 

The  analysis  of  the  vaiious  coal  measures,  to  be  found 
in  the  Appendix,  have  been  either  furnished  by  proprie- 
tors or  agents  of  the  respective  mines,  or  taken  from 
reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

The  copious  Index  has  been  prepared  with  much  care 
and  labor,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  to  answer  its 
purpose. 

The  persons  to  whom  the  writer  has  been  indebted  for 
assistance  are  too  numerous  to  mention,  but  he  desires 
to  express  his  special  obligations  to  Mr.  Thomas  Beamish 
Akins,  D.C.L.,  not  only  for  much  useful  information,  but 
also  for  access  to  his  excellent  library,  mainly  consisting 
of  a  most  extensive  and  valuable  collection  of  books 
bearing  on  the  Continent  of  America,  He  is  indebted  to 
the  Local  Government  for  access  to  the  unpublished 
records  of  the  Province,  and  the  temporary  use  of  books 
and  documents  from  the  Legislative  Library,  of  which 
they  are  the  immediate  custodians;  also  to  the  Governors 
of  King's  College,  Windsor,  for  the  perusal  of  prize 
essays,  in  manuscript,  on  some  of  the  Counties  of  the 
Province,  and  to  Messrs.  Venables  and  Creed,  librarians, 
for  their  invariable  courtesy  and  kindness. 

Halifax,  October,  1873. 
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DJBCOvKfy  of  America — Sebastian  Cabot — Hia  royagea — The  Indians 
— Their  origin — Early  civilization — The  Mic-Jtaca^Their  man- 
oere  and  cnetoma — The  wignam — Indian  etiquette — Condition  of 
the  women — Craving  for  excitement-^Their  Language — Beligion 
— Belief  in  Bopematural  agenciea — Traditions — Population — Uods 
of  living — Treatment  by  the  Government — Indian  settlements  in 
the  Dominion. 
Teat  waa  ao  important  event  in  the  hiBtorj  of  the  world 
when  the  joyfiil  Boimd  of  land  I  land  1  was  heard,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twelfth  of  October,  1492,  from  the  Pints,  one  of  . 
the  three  small  veBBels  with  which  Christopher  Colnmbna 
had  been  ftimiahed  in  setting  ont  on  his  hazardoTis  voyage  in 
search  of  a  weBt«ni  passage  to  India.    The  signal  saccese  of 
that  expedition,  though  of  a  natnre  very  different  from  what 
the  genius  which  originated  it  had  anticipated,  inspired  a  spi- 
rit of  odventnre  in  Europe,  in  which  the  British,  the  French 
and  Hie  Spanish  nations  were  the  most  prominent  and  entho- 
siastic  rivals.    Conspicnons  among  the  eminent  men,  who  in 
that  age  rendered  themselves  famons  by  the  discovery  of 
new  Gonntries,  stood  Sebastian,  the  son  of  John  Cabot — a 
YenetiaQ  merchant   resident   in  England.    Columbus  had 
despatched  his  brother  Bartholomew  to  England  in  order  to 
submit  to  the  British  monarch  proposals  as  to  his  contem- 
plated expedition,  which  had  been  rejected  by  other  powers. 
Bartholomew,  in  returning,  was  Unfortunately  made  prison- 
er by  pirates :  hence  the  glory  of  the  enbaequent  discover- 
ies of  that  great  navigator  were  lost  to  Henry  the  seventh,  who 
readily  granted,  in  the  hope  of  rivalling  Spain  in  the  field 
of  naval  adventure,  apatent  to  John  Cabot  and  his  three  sons, 
dated  March  the  fifth,  1496,  by  which  they  were  empowered 
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to  prepare  aa  expedition  coneisting  of  sevenil  veseela,  for 
the  discovery  of  new  lands,  which  accordingly  sailed  from 
Bristol,  in  May,  149t,  under  the  command  of  Sebastian  Cabot, 
Mr.  Haliburtoo,  in  his  history  of  Nova  Scotia,  says  that "  John 
"Cabot  and  his  son  Sebastian  were  surprised,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  by  the  sight  of  land,  which 
they  called  FriTna  Vista,  and  which  is  generally  supposed  to 
have  been  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  northern  part  of  Trinity 
Bay,  Newfoundland."  It  seems,  however,  doubtful  if  John 
Cabot  accompanied  the  expedition,  but  there  is  in  an  ancient 
Bristol  manuscript,  regarded  as  authentic,  a  record  that  on 
the  day  indicated  by  Mr.  Haliburton — the  twenty  fourth  of 
June,  1497 — "Newfoundland  waa  first  discovered  by  Bristol 
men  in  a  ship  called  the  Matthew,"  therefore  it  is  extremely 
probable  that  the  island  specified  was  the  first  land  seen  by 
Cabot  after  leaving  the  British  Isles.  The  expedition  sailed 
afterwards  along  the  continent  towards  Florida,  and  in  doing 
BOi'probably  kept  the  coast  in  view,  in  which  case  the  Penin- 
fiula  of  Nova  Scotia  must  have  been  sighted,  though  we  have 
no  evidence  that  alanding  was  efifectedbyany  of  thevoyagere. 
It  is  foreign  to  our  present  purpose  to  follow  Sebastian 
Cabot  through  his  brilliant  career  as  a  navigator.  We  can- 
not, however,  refrain  from  briefiy  referring  to  some  of  the 
subsequent  incidents  in  his  eventfhl  life.  InPebruaiy,  1498, 
a  second  patent  was  granted  to  John  Cabot,  or  "  his  deputies," 
shortly  after  which  he  died.  About  this  time,  two  of  his  sons, 
IJewis  and  Sancius,  are  supposed  to  have  settled  in  It&Iy,  but 
the  indefatigable  Sebastian  hastened  to  prepare  for  a  second 
voyage  to  the  western  world.  We  accordingly  find  him, 
-under  royal  auspices,  again  on  the  main  in  the  year  1498. 
lAttle  has  been  recorded  respecting  this  voyage  beyond  the 
fltct  that  he  directed  his  course  more  to  the  north  than  [nre- 
viously,  and  that,  encountering  much  ice,  he  steered  south- 
-ward,  proceeding  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Nova  Scotia,  when 
the  expeditioD  returned  to  England.    The  results  of  tjiia 
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Beoond  ezpedition  were  not  Buch,  however,  aa  to  encourage 
King  Henry  to  fit  out  a  third,  bat  Sebastian  was  not  a  man 
to  be  diaheartoned  by  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  royal 
patronage.  Hence  we  find  that  in  the  following  year  be 
equipped  a  vessel  at  his  ovm  expense,  making,  according  to 
Seyer'fi  memoirs  of  Bristol,  "  great  discoTeriea,"  of  which, 
however,  we  have  no  specific  accoont.  SubeeqaenUy  Sebas- 
tian entered  the  naval  service  of  King  Ferdinand  of  Spain, 
in  which  be  distiDgoished  himself,  and  finally  settled  in  Eng- 
land, and  was  actively  employed  in  maritime  affairs  by 
the  Government,  who  settled  npon  him  a  pension  of  two 
hnndred  and  fifty  marks.  It  was  at  this  tjme  that  he  dis- 
closed to  King  Edward  the  phenomenon  of  the  variations  of 
the  magnetic  needle.  His  later  life  was  distinguished  by 
the  organization  of  a  company,  and  the  equipment  of  an  ex- 
pedition, which  proved  a  great  national  benefit  in  opening  a 
laorative  trade  with  Bnssia.  This  eminent  man  died  abont 
the  year  ISST,  bnt  neither  the  date  of  his  birth  nor  the  place 
ofhis  interment  is  properly  aathenticated.  Althongh  long 
the  subject  of  dispate,  it  is  now  cortain  that  England  was  the 
place  ofhis  nativity. 

To  Cabot  belongs  the  honor  of  being  probably  the  first 
European  discoverer  of  the  American  Continent,  althongh 
it  had  been  previoosly  known  to  Asiatics.  The  breadth  of 
sea  by  which  Asia  and  America  are  separated  at  latitude  66  ^ 
is  only  forty-five  English  miles ;  and  there  are  islands  mid- 
way from  which  both  continents  can  be  seen.  Besides,  at 
latitade  53  ^  the  Aleutian  Isles  stretch  in  almost  connecting 
links  from  one  shore  to  the  other.  That  America  received  a 
portion  of  its  population  Irom  Aiiia,  is  rendered  certain  by 
the  fact  that  the  Bsquimauz,  living  on  the  west  of  Behring'a 
Strait,  speak  a  language  radically  the  same  as  the  Tschutskoi 
on  the  opposite  shores.  Apart  from  the  proximity  of  the  two 
continents  at  the  points  indicated,  various  theories  have  been 
propounded  to  show  that  America  may  have  been  otiierwise 
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peopled.  It  may,  however,  be  regarded  aa  indispatable  that 
all  the  native  tribes  are  not  the  deBCendante  of  any  one  race 
of  people.  The  variety  of  their  physical  conformation  and 
complexion  seems  to  render  that  certain :  ibr  example,  tribes 
almost  black  are  found  in  California  and  Paraguay.  Nor 
can  this  marked  deviation  fW>m  the  prevailing  hae  be  attri- 
bnted  to  climate,  for  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  characteristioof 
America,  that  the  natives  who  wander  in  the  equatorial  re- 
gions are  not  darker  than  those  fonnd  in  the  temperate 
zone. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  remarkable  that  all  the 
natives  of  the  continent  have  long,  black,  lank  hair,  tiiere 
being  no  trace  of  the  frizzled  locks  of  the  Polynesian  or  the 
woolly  texture  of  the  negro,  whilst  in  all  oases,  Uirongh 
natural  cansee,  the  beard  is  extremely  deficient.  There  is  also 
a  striking  analogy  in  the  langnages  of  America,  which  Vater 
informs  ns  exceed  five  hundred  in  number,  and  which  would 
seem  to  indicate  a  common  original  base.  Though  there  are 
numerous  indications  of  Asiatic  origin  to  be  found  among 
the  tribes  of  the  continent,  yet  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
it  has  been  peopled  from  those  portions  of  Asia  alone  to 
which  we  have  alluded.  When  in  the  Southern  ocean  we 
find  islands,  fkr  distant  from  any  continent  and  from  each 
other,  inhabited,  doubtless,  through  the  agency  of  tempests 
by  which  boats  were  driven  out  to  sea,  the  peopling  of 
America  by  a  variety  of  races  and  at  latitudes  far  apart 
cannot  be  matter  of  wonder.  If  in  the  case  of  isolated 
islands,  which  constitnte  mere  specfcp  on  the  bosom  of  the 
great  deep,  people  fbund  their  way  thither,  what  waa  to 
prevent  their  lauding  at  various  points  of  a  continent  so 
immense  as  that  of  America  ? 

Assuming  that  the  continent  was  originally  peopled  from 
many  sonrces,  and  by  a  variety  of  races,  the  general  resem- 
blance found  among  the  aborigines,  both  in  complexion  and 
language,  is  not  more  incompatible  with  the  validity  of  such 
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a  theory  than  Ib  the  type  of  the  American  nation,  now  in 
process  of  rapid  fin-mation,  and  which  will  soon  find  its  fall 
development,  with  the  great  variety  of  the  European  races, 
by  which  America  has  continued  to  be  peopled  eince  its 
re4iscoveiy  by  Cabot.  The  truth  seemB  to  be  that  the  opera- 
tion of  natural  laws,  as  manifested  in  the  conformation 
complexion,  and  general  idioeyncraBy  of  the  human  &mily, 
is  as  yet  bat  imperfectly  understood.  Dogmatic  assertion 
in  the  maintenance  of  any  theory  is,  therefore,  in  the  prraent 
state  of  homan  knowledge  in  relation  to  this  interesting 
subject,  equally  unbecoming  and  unwarrantable. 

The  qoestion  naturally  arises,  have  the  natives  of  the  con- 
tinent been  always  in  the  barbarous  condition  in  which  tliey 
were  fonnd  at  its  re-discovery?  The  architectural  ruins 
found  in  Mexico  and  the  vdley  of  the  Mississippi  answer 
in  the  negative,  so  &r  at  least  as  those  regions  are  con- 
certed. The  mins  of  Palenque  in  Mexico,  of  whidh 
Humboldt  gives  an  interesting  account,  and  which  are 
covered  with  hieroglyphics,  and  sculptures  in  relief  with 
ornamental  comioes,  tell  their  own  story ;  so  do  the  splendid 
pictorial  illofitrations  published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute 
as  to  the  stage  of  civilization  at  which  the  ancient  inhabi- 
tants of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  had  arrived,  showing 
at  the  same  time  the  degree  of  their  attainmentB  in  some  of 
the  arts,  which  &r  surpasses  anything  of  which  the  tribes, 
now  inhabiting  t^e  continent,  are  capable. 

Of  the  r«cea  which  peopled  North  America  at  the  time  of 
its  re-discovery,  the  Algonquin  was  one  of  the  most  nume- 
rous, comprehending  more  than  thirty  distinct  tribes,  each 
of  which  spoke  a  different  dialect  of  the  same  langnage.  To 
this  race  belonged  the  Micmacs,  who  inhabited  theFoninsula 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  It 
baa  been  remarked  that  all  the  North  American  Indians,  ex- 
cept the  Esquimaux,  resemble  each  other  in  their  fbatures, 
their  language,  and  their  manners  and  customs.  In  perusing 


18  msioBr  of  nova  scotia. 

Catlin's  work  containing  a  deecription  of  a  large  number  of 
tribea  scattered  over  an  immenBe  region,  and  in  examining 
the  numerous  graphic  likeneaaes  of  the  members  of  the 
varions  tribes  vith  which  his  Tolnmes  ahonnd,  the  trath  of 
the  obserratiOQ  receives  striking  confirmation. 

The  Nova  Scotian  Indians  of  the  presentday  retain  many 
of  their  ancient  habits  and  nsagea,  notwithstanding  their 
having  been  brought  up  in  proximity  to  the  white  race, 
whose  vices  have  perhaps  contributed  more  to  the  deteriora- 
tion  of  their  character  than  their  virtues  to  its  improvement ; 
and  thoy  also  adhere  pertinaciously  in  the  construction  of 
their  peculiar  habitations  to  the  form  which  obtained  in  the 
days  of  their  flithere.  In  the  wigwam  there  is  a  place  for 
everything  and  everything  in  its  place.  Every  post,  every 
bar,  every  fastening,  every  tier  of  bark,  and  every  appen- 
dage, whether  for  ornament  or  use,  in  this  curious  structure, 
hasaname^and  every  section  of  the  limited  space  has  ita 
appropriate  designation  and  use.  Perhaps  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  pl&n  a  hut  of  equal  dimensions  in  which  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inmates  could  be  so  effec- 
tively secured.  In  the  centre  is  the  fire.  On  each  side  is 
what  is  called  the  Kamigaxm,  where  ait,  on  the  one  the  mas- 
ter and  mistress,  and  on  the  other  the  old  or  young  people. 
The  wife  has  her  place  next  the  door,  and  by  her  side  site 
her  lord.  In  no  case  does  the  wife  sit  above  the  husband. 
Towards  the  back  part  of  the  wigwam  i^  the  place  of  honor. 
They  say  to  a  stranger  that  is  made  welcome — "  Kufakuma- 
gual  upckdbue"  "  come  up  to  the  back  part  of  the  wigwam." 
The  men  sit  cross-l^ged,  in  Oriental  fashion,  the  women 
with  their  feet  twisted  round  to  one  side,  and  the  young 
men  of  the  family,  with  their  feet  extended,  in  front.  The 
etiquette  observed  in  this  limited  domicile  is  aa  exact  and 
riffid  aa  in  more  polished  society.  When  a  neighbour  comes 
to  the  wigwam  at  night  he  never  presumes  to  enter  without 
ceremony.    Saluting  the  inmatesfromtheoutside,  he  utters 
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the  word  "  Kwa,"  which  signifies,  Hail !  If  the  voice  is  not 
recognised,  the  reepOBBe  from  the  ineide  is  "Ewa  wenia 
kel  ?"  "who  art  thou?,"  when  the  visitor  gives  his  name, 
and  if  known,  he  is  at  once  made  welcome.  If  the  inmates 
either  do  not  know  him  or  care  about  his  visit,  "  Eogaa  pa- 
wotumun  f"  "  What  is  your  wish  ?"  is  the  dry  question. 

Though  the  condition  of  the  Micmac  women  has  been  im- 
proved under  the  influence  of  civilization,  yet  they  are  still 
considered  inferior  to  the  other  eex.  Wlien  the  Indian  is 
engaged  in  any  kind  of  business  his  wife  never  ventnr«s  to 
interfere  by  advice  or  otherwise.  Thus  when  tiie  wife  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  in  treaty  for  feathers  with  an  Indian 
remonstrated  with  her  husband  for  giving  too  high  a  price, 
the  Indian  indignantly  rebuked  her  by  remarking  "  when 
Indian  make  bargain,  sqnaw  never  speakum  I"  In  travelling 
tbe  Indian  always  walks  in  advance  of  his  wife.  In  quench- 
ing thirst  he  uniformly  serves  himself  first.  In  passing 
from  one  part  of  a  wigwam  to  another  a  woman  must 
not,  however  crowded  it  may  be,  step  across  a  man's  feet  or 
his  fish  spear  if  it  happen  to  be  in  the  way.  To  do  so  would 
be  regarded  as  a  gross  insnlt. 

The  natives  maintain  commendable  discipline  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  households.  They  have  no  sympathy  with 
that  modem,  bnt  very  unwise  regnlation,  which  at  school  or 
at  homo  dispenses  with  judiciously  administered  corporal 
punishment.  They  believe  with  Solomon  that  be  who  spareth 
the  rod  hateth  the  child.  Hence  they  do  not  scruple  to  apply 
the  birch  when  it  is  necessary. 

The  general  treatment  of  the  children  by  their  parents  is 
marked  by  mnch  affection  and  gentleness.  Observe  the 
untutored  denizen  of  the  forest  as  he  returns  in  the  evening 
of  a  summer's  day  to  his  wigwam.  See  how  Ms  children, 
who  are  looking  oat  for  him,  recognise  him  while  he  is  yet 
far  off,  and  run  with  the  ntmost  glee  to  meet  h^,  and  with 
what  a  benignant  smile  the  Other's  countenance  is  radiated 
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as  he  struggles  throagh  the  older  ones  to  fold  in  his  arma 
the  little  "  toddling"  thing,  who  is  crying  bitterly  on  account 
of  her  insbilify  to  ke«p  ap  with  the  rest. 

The  Indian  has  a  natural  craving  fbr  excitement.  It  ia 
true  that  now,  at  the  sound  of  the  war  whoop,  his  eye  does 
not  kindle  or  his  muscles  quiver,  but  let  a  shoal  of  porpoises 
approach  a  settlement,  and  the  apparently  phlegmatic  mem- 
bers, old  and  young,  male  and  female,  become  at  once  inspired 
widi  intense  energy  and  vitality*.  This  propensity  to  undue 
excitement  leads  not  inireqitently  to  an  immoderate  desire 
for  stimulants  and  games  of  hazard.  On  entering  a  wigwam 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Dartmouth,  we  found  a  group  of  men 
and  yonths  engaged  in  a  game  of  chance  with  a  number  of 
cents  before  them,  and  so  intent  were  they  on  the  play 
that  they  scarcely  deigned  to  glance  on  the  intruders.  For 
half  an  hour  we  observed  their  countenances,  which  were  as 
erpressiveofanxiety  and  suppressed  excitementas  if  fortunes 
were  pending  on  the  iesne  of  the  game. 

The  Micmac  language  is  described  by  those  who  under- 
stand it  as  copioas,  flexible,  and  expressive,  the  very  reverse 
of  what  those  who  do  not  understand  it  have  orocnlarly  pro- 
nounced it.  For  example,  Kenan,  well  known  as  the  author  of  a 
Life  of  ChriBt,scoming,like  Haman  in  the  case  of  Mordecai  the 
Jew,  "  to  lay  hands"  on  one  of  the  American  languages,  has, 
with  characteristic  flippancy  and  assurance,  cast  discredit  on 
the  entire  number,  describing  them  as  discordant  cries, 
variable  and  unphiloeophic,  hut  the  French  philologist  has 
met  with  a  scorching  reply  from  the  Rev.  A.  Cuoq,  a  Boman 
Catholic  priest,  who  has  been  among  the  Iroquois  and  the 
Algonquins  for  twenty  yeu^,  which  has  attracted  notice  not 
only  on  this  continent  but  also  in  France.  Dr.  Dawson  has 
referred  in  the  recent  edition  of  hie  Acadian  Geology  to  the 

•  A  gentlemfui  deacribea  the  acene,  who  witneesed  it  in  the  Strait  of 
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fact  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Baud  tracing  a  marked  analogy  between 
the  Greek  and  Micmac  langnagee.  Sedactions  baaed  on  such 
reeemblanceB  in  the  case  of  isolated  wordB,  as  pointing  to  a 
common  origin,  are,  however,  to  be  very  cautiooslj  received. 
An  eccentric,  but  acute,  Scottish  philologist,  named  McLean, 
pablished  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  a  remarkable  treatise 
of  nearly  three  hundred  pages,  dedicated  to  the  late  Sir 
BobertPeel,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  tliat  the  Celtic 
language  "  was  contemporaneous  with  the  infancy  of  man- 
kind," or  in  other  words,  that  it  was  spoken  in  the  garden  of 
Edea*.  Uaoy  parts  of  the  book  are  certainly  more  amusing 
than  instructive,  and  the  design  indicated  by  the  title  ex- 
cites general  ridicule,  but  the  amount  of  analogical  evidence 
produced  in  support  of  the  general  proposition  which  the 
author  sets  himself  to  establish  is  such  as  excites  astonish- 
ment. It  is  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence  that,  in  the 
same  year  in  which  McLean's  book  was  published,  Dr.  Strat- 
tan  of  Canada  should  have  published  a  small  work,  in  which 
he  traces  affinities  between  the  Greek  and  Gaelic  as  well  as 
the  Latin  tongnes.  Had  these  authors  applied  themselves 
in  comparing  the  Algonquin  and  Celtic  langnages,  sb-iking 
resemblances  would  not  have  been  wanting — the  analogies 
being  in  some  words  quite  as  close  as  those  adduced  as  ex. 
isting  between  the  Greek  and  the  Micmac  languagea-t 
If  such  verbal  affinities  do  not  present  positive  proof  of  the 
original  unity  of  the  various  races  which  people  the  earth, 
they  at  least  afford  strong  presumptive  evidence,  independ- 
ently of  other  corroborative  circumstances,  that  the  whole 

•  HistoiT  of  the  Celtic  laiigu^e,  by.  L.  McLean,  F.O.8.,  second 
edition-    London:  Smith,  Elder  &  Co-,  1840- 
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human  race  had  a  common  origin,  or  in  other  words  that 
the  Bible  account  of  man's  creation  and  diBpersion  is  both 
genttine  and  authentic. 

It  is  remarkable  that  almost  all  the  earlj  observers  of  the 
Indians  inhabiting  the  upper  and  lower  Provinces,  should 
have  declared  them  destitute  of  any  form  of  worship.  Cham* 
plain,  a  distinguished  Frenchman,  who  had  ample  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  the  habits  and  customsof  the  Micmacs, 
afllrms  that  they  neither  worshipped  deities  nor  performed 
any  devotions  *.  Careful  obBervation  has,  however,  proved 
heyond  doubt  that  all  the  Indian  tribes  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  great  good  and  a  great  evil  spirit.    It  may. 


*  Captain  James  Quartier,  nbo  accompanied  Champlaia  in  one  ot 
biavoyageB  saj-B— "  this  people  hath  not  belief  of  God  that  may  be 
eatwmed,  for  they  believe  in  one  whom  they  call  Cudouagni,  aad  aay 
that  he  often  speaketh  to  them  telling  them  future  events.  They  believe 
also  that  when  they  die  they  go  up  unto  the  Btar8,ftnd  afterwards  into 
fair  green  fields  full  of  Sowers  and  rare  fruita  "  Champlain  himself 
writes  "  a  savage  told  me  that  they  verily  believe  in  one  God  who 
hath  created  all  things.  And  when  I  a^ked  him,  seeing  that  they 
believe  in  one  onlyOod,  by  what  means  he  placed  them  in  this  world, 
and  from  whence  they  were  come  ?  He  answered  me,  that  after  God 
had  made  alt  things  he  took  a  number  of  arrows,  and  did  stick  them 
into  the  ground,  from  whence  men  and  women  sprung  up  vho  hare 
multiplied  in  the  world  till  now." 

Mr.  Richard  Brown  in  his  history  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  writ- 
ing OD  the  authority  of  Mr.  Diereville,who  viaited  Port  Royal  in  the  year 
ITOQ,  as  agent  ot  a  company  of  merchants  of  Rouen,  and  who  in  1710 
published  an  account  of  his  voyage,  says:  "  When  the  French  first 
settled  at  Port  Royal,  the  Indiana  worshipped  the  sun  as  their  God, 
which  they  called  Niehakaminon,  meaning  "  very  great."  They  ac- 
knowledged him  as  their  maker.  They  also  believed  in  a  devil  called 
Mendon,whom  tliey  endeavoured  to  propitiate  by  praying  to  him  to  pro- 
tect them  from  evil.  The  Jesuit  missionarieusucceeded  in  shewing  them 
the  folly  of  these  things,  but  more  than  one  hundred  years  after  tbeir 
conversion  to  Christianity,  many  of  their  old  Buperstitions  had  not 
been  eradicated.  Even  now  some  of  these  remain.  They  will  allow 
a  dying  person  to  breathe  his  last  only  upon  a  bed  or  mattreea  of 
spruce  boughs,  asserting  that  an  Indian  can  only  die  upon  the  kind  of 
bed  he  has  been  used  to  all  his  lilb." 
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indeed,  be  regarded  as  iDcontrovertible,  that  bo  tribe  or 
nation  has  yet  been  discovered  in  any  part  of  the  world  totally 
devoid  of  belief  in  an  nnaeon  intelligent  {>ower  or  powers,  to 
-whom  homage  in  some  form  or  other  is  considered  dne.  It 
would  be  qnite  as  difflcnlt  to  find  a  people  devoid  of  an  irre- 
pressible prompting  to  worship,  as  to  find  one  without 
language.  The  principle  of  religion  is  just  as  deeply  rooted 
in  man  aa  the  social  principle,  and  quite  as  difficult  to  eradi- 
cate. The  readiness  with  which  the  Micmacs  submitted 
to  the  teaching  of  theBoman  Catholic  missionaries  who  first 
taught  them  religious  doctrine,  and  the  'punctuality  and 
fervour  with  which  they  performed  their  devotions,  attested 
their  natural  longing  for  more  perfect  conceptions  of  the 
Snpreme  Being. 

Like  many  other  savage  peoples  the  Hiomacs  were  firm 
believers  in  supernatural  agencies.  The  Eev,  Mr.  Band  has' 
made  a  collection  of  their  tales,  specimens  of  which  have 
been  published*.  Considerable  skill  is  displayed  in  the 
construction  of  these  tales,  which  are  pervaded  by  not  a 
little  quaint  humonr,  and  are  redolent  of  all  in  which  a  wild, 
undisciplined  imagination  mightbe  supposed  to  delight  The 
most  renowned  personage  in  Micmao  traditional  story  is 
Glooecap,  a  hero  whose  attributes  are  aetrange  combination 
of  the  human  and  the  divine — with  omnipotent  power,  which 
he  exerted  in  providing  human  conveniences  on  a  large 
scale.  His  beaver  pond  was  the  basin  of  Minaa — the  dam  being 
at  Cape  Split.  Spencer's  island  was  his  kettle,  which  he  turn- 
ed upsidedown.  WhenindignantattheEnglishhe  suddenly 
departed  from  the  Peninsula,  transforming  at  the  same  time 
his  huge  dogs  into  stone.  At  the  motion  of  his  magic  wand  the 
Mooee  and  the  Cariboo,  the  Bear  and  the  Lucifee  hastened 
to  his  side.  The  etements  also  were  under  his  control. 
When  his  enemies  assembled,  numerous  as  the  leaves  of  the 


*  See  New  Dominion  M&gazine  for  1870. 
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fordBt,  be  ntysterioiiBly  extingnished  their  fires,  intaoBifying 
the  cold  to  Bach  a  degree  that,  in  the  morning,  the  hoetile 
host  lay  as  dead  as  the  army  of  Sennacherib.  Bat  Glooeoap 
was  benevolent ;  sbfuigerB  were  made  welcome  to  bis  great 
wigwam,  where  he  entertained  them  right  royally.  Tradition 
aeaerts  he  will  return  ag^n,  when  his  kettle. will  assume  its 
original  form,  his  petrified  dogs  spring  into  life,  and  bis 
imbomided  hospitality  be  dispensed.  In  this  creation  of  the 
Indian  t»ttin  we  have  an  indication  of  the  gropings  of  the 
ontntored  mind  after  right  conceptions  of  the  character  of 
the  Creator. 

The  number  of  Indians  at  present  inKova  Scotia,  inclnd- 
ind  Cape  Breton,  is  about  sixteen  hnndrod,  being  about  two 
hundred  more  than  in  the  adjoining  Province  ofKew  Bruns- 
wick*. Hali&x,  Digby,  Hans,  Cape  &eton,  and  Inverness 
being  the  counties  in  which  the  largest  number  reside.  In 
the  absence  of  proper  inducements  to  adopt  the  usages  of 
civilized  life,  they  seem  as  closely  wedded  to  a  wandering 
life  and  desultory  modes  of  living  as  the  gipsies  of  Europe. 
Some  of  them  have  been  known,  after  having  apparently 
settled  to  ordinary  employment  for  some  years,  to  have 
retomed  to  their  wigwams  aud  resumed  all  their  old 
unsettled  habite.  For  many  years  they  have  been  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Oommissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  but  beyond 
the  dislxibution  of  a  few  blankets,  and  the  occasional  supply 
of  seed,  little  has  been  done  to  induce  systematic,  industrious 
habits.  Beoent  changes  in  their  treatment  have,  however, 
been  effected,  which  promise  to  be  of  permanent  benefit  to 
them.  The  Province  has  been  divided  into  seven  sections 
— an  agent  having  been  appointed  in  each — by  whom  it  is 
hoped  discrimination  in  the  distribution  of  bounties  will  be 
exercised,  and  unaathorised  possession  of  the  Indian  territo- 
rial reserves  reported.  During  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth 

*  S«e  Appendix  A. 
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of  Jane,  1871,  nearly  fonr  dtooaand  dollars  were  expended 
by  the  Dominion  GoTemment,  with  a  view  to  their  present 
and  perntanent  advantage. 

In  the  Dominion,  the  Indian  Department  is  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  PrOTinces.  The 
effmla  made  in  the  npper  Prorinces  to  secnro  iHendly  reU- 
tiooa  with  the  varioos  tribes,  and  to  promote  their  civiliza- 
tion and  comfort,  have  been  crowned  with  signal  sncceas. 
This  reenlt  has  been  mainly  obtained  by  assembling  the 
tribes,  and  arranging  with  representatives  dnly  appointed 
by  themselves,  the  terms  oa  which  occnpancy  by  settlers, 
of  certain  specified  territories,  may  be  permitted,  making 
certain  allotments,  strictly  protected  by  law  to  the  abori- 
gines, encouraging  permanent  settlement  and  onltivation  of 
the  soil,  supplying  them  with  seed  and  agricnltural  imple- 
ments, providing  suitable  edacational  machinery  in  each 
district,  and  paying  an  annual  specified  snm  to  each  family 
according  to  the  nnmber  of  its  members;  the  latter  provision 
acting  as  an  admirable  cnrb-rein  in  the  case  of  the  refrac- 
tory. Penetrated  by  the  conviction,  nnder  such  eqnitable 
treatment,  that  their  "  great  mother,"  the  Qneen,  sincerely 
desires  to  promote  their  happiness  and  comfort,  her  red 
children  are  in  process  of  becoming  loyal  and  nseful  sub- 
jects. The  wisdom  of  the  measores  referred  to  is  apparent 
in  the  security  with  which  the  traveller  may  traverse 
British  territory  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in 
the  marked  improvement  of  the  natives  socially  and  morally, 
and  in  the  remarkable  tkct — occurring  probably  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  aborigines  of  any  country 
invaded,  and  permanently  held  by  the  Cancasian  race — 
that  the  Indian  population  of  the  Dominion,  regarded  in 
the  aggregate,  is  actually  steadily  increasing  instead  of 
di  minishi  ng.  * 

*  See  BepOTt  of  the  lodian  Department,  Ac,  page  £9,  where  Mr. 
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The  Indian  agricultural  settlement  of  Tuscarora,  Ontario, 
presents  a  pleasing  illnatration  of  ihe  ezcflllence  to  which, 
in  that  importaat  launch  of  indostiyj  the  aborigines  may 
attain,  as  well  as  of  the  happy  results  which  spring  from 
their  judicious  and  humane  treatment  in  Canada.  "  Here,'' — 
writes  a  gentleman  who  has  for  many  years  taken  a  prac- 
tical intereet  in  their  welfare, — "  I  found  splendid  farms, 
comfortable  houses,  large  bams,  good  orchards,  and  two- 
horse-teams  in  abundance.  The  children  attend  school,  and 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  people  is  attended  to  by  an 
efficient  ministry." 


tjpragge.  Deputy  Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Department,  says— 
"  the  population  returns  found  in  the  appendix,  exhibit,  it  will  be 

perceived,  as  regards  most  of  the  bands,  an  increaee  and  not  a  dimi- 
nution in  Dumbere,  and  on  comparing  these  with  former  returns,  it 
will  be  found  to  have  been  continuous.  This  is  doubtless  the  result 
of  improved  habits  of  life,  proper  medical  treatment,  better  habita- 
tions and  BufBcient  clothing,  better  food  and  an  ample  eupplj  of  it. 
Added  to  this  maj  be  the  restraints  (heir  religious  instructors  incul' 
cate,  producing  the  better  tone  of  mind  which  in  mftoy  is  observable." 
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Saronde  L^rT'e  attempt  to  make  a  eetUement — Landing  of  VeraEano 
at  Cape  Breton — Robert  Thome's  voyage — Jacques  Cartier'a  voj- 
ttgee  up  the  St.  Lawrence— Hr.  Here's  ezpedilJon— Sufferings 
the  party  on  Newfoundland — Their  rsacue — Early  eettiement  ol 
Cape  Breton — The  Fisheries — First  voyage  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gil- 
bert— His  second  voyage — The  loss  of  the  "Squirrel" — Attempt 
at  colonization  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Roche — Sufftrings  of  the 
peditiou  at  Sable  leland — Sable  Island— Its  natural  features — Its 
-wild   horses — The  wreck  of  the  "Amo" — Arrival   of  Sieur  de 
Monta — He  aaiJanp  the  Annapolis  Basin — Beauty  of  the  scenery— 
Poutrincourt  resolves  to  settle  in  Annapolis — De  HontB  ascends 
St  John  river— Winters  on  the  Island  of  St.  Croix— Sufferings  of 
the  colonists — Arrival  of  Pontgrare  from  France — De  Honts  re- 
turns to  France — Discovery  of  the  wild  vine  at  Annapolis — News 
from  France — Departure  of  the  colonists  fkim  Port  Boyal — Ar- 
rival  at  France — Return  of  Poutrincourt — Baptism  of  the  Indians 
— Arrival  of  Jesuits  from  France— They  settle  in  Penobscot — Capt 
Argal's  attack  on  Penobscot— He  destroys  Port  Boyal— Death  of 
Pontriaconrt — Lescarbot's  Histoi?  of  the  French  colonies  in 
America. 
The  aborigines  hadToamed  the  contioent,  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, waging  war  and  concluding  peace  for  nnknovn  agee, 
iindisttirbed  to  any  appreciable  extent  by  any  foreign  people; 
bat  European  enterprise  was  about  to  extend  it«  operations, 
thongh  at  first  on  s  limited  scale,  to  the  extreme  eastern  por> 
tion  of  it.    The  firat  attempt  at  settlement  bere  seems  to 
■have  been  made  by  the  Baron  de  L6ry  in  the  year  1618. 
Arriving  on  the  coast  Iat«  in  the  season,  and  being  tbns 
unable  to  construct  houses  for  his  people  before  the  winter 
set  in,  he  wisely  resolved  to  return  to  Prance,  leaving  part 
«f  bis  live  stock  at  Canso  and    the  remainder  on  Sable 
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Island.  The  animals  left  at  Canso  eitiher  perished  dnrinjf 
the  Bucceediag  winter,  or  were  destroyed  by  the  Indians, 
whilst  a  few  of  those  left  on  Sable  Island  snrriTedand  mnlti- 
plied. 

The  next  expedition,  of  which  we  have  any  authentic  ac- 
count, was  made  under  the  auspices  of  Francis  the  First,  who 
despatched  four  vessels  in  the  month  of  December,  1623,  un- 
der the  command  of  a  Florentine  navigator  named  Terazano. 
Encountering  a  severe  storm,  three  of  his  vessolfl  were  so  much 
damaged  that  they  had  to  return  to  France,  the  "Dolphin" 
alone,  with  Yerazano  on  board,  continuing  the  voyage.  Land 
was  made  on  the  seventh  of  March,  1524,  on  the  coast  of  Caro- 
lina. Proceeding  northward,  Yerazano  arrived  at  Gape 
Breton,  where  he  supplied  himself  with  wood  and  water,  but 
bis  provisions  being  nearly  exhausted,  he  had  to  steer  for 
France. 

The  next  voyage  was  one  intended  to  extend  to  the  north 
pole — the  first  of  a  series  which  have  been  contlnnod  at  in- 
tervals for  three  centuries  without  the  attainment  of  the 
main  object  in  view.  It  was  suggested  to  Henry  the  Ijighth 
by  one  Bobert  Thome,  of  Bristol.  Two  well  equipped  ships, 
accordingly,  left  the  Thames  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  152T. 
"  Divers  cunning  men  " — among  whom  was  a  learned 
canon  of  St.  Paul's,  an  eminent  mathematician — are  s^d  to 
have  been  among  the  adventurers.  The  vessels  proceeded  to 
Plymouth,  whencethey  sailed  on  the  tenth  of  June.  On  the 
night  of  the  first  of  July  a  violent  hurricane  overtook  them, 
when  one  of  the  ships — the  Sampson — was  lost  with  all  on 
board.  The  other,  meeting  with  impenetrable  fields  of  ice, 
directed  her  coarse  southward,  making  Newfoundland  and 
afterwards  the  mainland,  where  a  considerable  time  was 
spent,  of  which,  however,  there  is  no  account  save  a  crude 
letter  to  the  King  from  John  Rut,  the  captain  of  the  ship. 
In  this  commnoication  we  have  evidence  that  at  this  early 
period  the  Newfoundland  fisheries  were  prosecuted  with  spirit, 
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for  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  Bnt  fbtmd  eleven  Norman, 
one  Breton,  and  two  Fortngnese  barqnes. 

The  celebrated  Jacques  CarUer  (*)  made  a  voyage  to  the 
gnlf  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  year  1634,  with  two  Teaaels, 
either  of  which  did  not  exceed  sixty  tons  bartiien,  making 
in  the  following  year,  another  voyage,  when  he  sailed  np 
the  river  tilt  he  reached  Hochelaga — now  Montreal — which 
then,  an  Indian  village,  consisted  of  fifty  wooden  dwellings  I 

Another  English  expedition,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  Mr, 
Hore, — ^novel,  &om  the  circumstance  ofits  having  been  nsder- 
taken  by  many  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  Court  and  Chancery^ 
was  fitted  ont  in  the  year  1536,  nuder  the  patronage  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth.  In  April  of  that  year  one  hundred  per- 
sons— of  whom  thirty  were  men  of  larth  and  education — 
embarked  in  two  ships.  They  first  made  for  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  which  they  reached  two  months  after  starting. 
They  afterwards  s^led  for  Newfoundland,  where  they  f&iled. 
in  opening  communication  with  the  natives.  The  vessels- 
were  insufficiently  provisioned,  notwithstanding  the  affluent* 
circnmstancee  of  some  of  the  voyagers.  At  the  island  of 
Newfoundland  they  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  absolnte  star- 
vation, depending  for  sustenance  upon  roots,  and  anoh  fish 
as  the  parent  birds  bronght  to  their  nests.  In  the  frenzy 
produced  by  hunger  one  or  two  men  were  murdered  by  their 
companions,  when  searching  for  food  on  the  island,  and  their 
floeb  devoured.  Intelligence  of  what  had  occurred  having 
reached  the  ships,  the  captain  of  one  of  them'mustered  all  on 
board,  and  addressed  his  fellow  sufferers  on  the  enormity  of 
the  crime  committed,  observing  in  the  language  of  Hakluyt 
the  historian  "  that  if  it  had  not  pleased  &od  to  have  holpen 


*  Jacques  Cartier,  a  French  navigator  of  St.  Halo,  a  seaport  of 
Brittanj,  sailed  under  the  auspices  of  the  French  King,  and  iras  the 
diMOverer  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 
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themin  that  distreBs,  that  it  had  been  better  to  have  perished 
Id  body  and  to  have  lived  everlastingly,  than  to  have  relieved, 
for  a  poor  time,  their  mortid  bodies  and  to  be  condeipned  for 
ever,  both  body  and  sonl,  to  the  unquenchable  fire  of  bell.  And 
thus,"  continaoethe  historian — "  having  ended,  he  began  to 
exhort  to  repentance,  and  beBOoght  all  the  company  to  pray 
that  it  might  please  God  to  look  upon  their  miserable  present 
condition,  and  of  His  own  mercy  to  relieve  the  same."  That 
evening,  some  of  the  company  agreed  to  cast  lots  who  should 
be  killed,  rather  than  that  all  should  perish,  when  lo  I  a  siul 
•was  seen  in  the  distance,  which  proved  to  be  that  of  a  French 
ship  amply  supplied  with  provisioas.  Bat  to  tie  disgrace 
'of  the  English  they  took  forcible  possession  of  her  and  sailed 
for  Knglaod,  leaving  the  Frenchmen,  who  rescued  them  f^m 
the  very  jaws  of  death,  in  possession  of  their  own  dilapidated 
TCBsels.  The  extremity  of  suffering  to  which  the  voyagers 
had  been  subjected  Is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Kr.  Bats,  son 
of  Sir  William  fiats,  was  not  recognised  by  his  own  parents 
till  his  identity  was  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the  discovery  of 
a  wart  on  one  of  his  knees — ^the  historian  quaintly  adding 
"  as  he  told  me — Richard  Hakluyt — himself,  to  whom  I  rode 
two  hundred  miles,  only  to  learn  the  whole  truth  of  this 
voyage^ from  his  own  mouth,  as  being  the  only  man  now 
alive  that  was  in  this  discovery." 

The  reckless  voyagers  had  returned  to  England  about  the 
end  of  October,  and  were,  in  a  few  weeks,  followed  by  the 
Frenchmen  whom  they  had  robbed,  and  who  lost  no  time  in 
lodging  a  formal  compUint  with  King  Henry  as  to  the  injuries 
inflicted  on  them  by^is  subjecta.  The  King,  after  an  exami- 
nation into  the  &ote,  did  one  of  the  few  graceful  acts  of  his 
life  by  making,  not  only  full  reparation  to  the  complainants, 
but  by  pardoning  his  subjects  on  account  of  the  miseries 
they  had  already  endured.  The  disastrous  results  of  this 
voyage  damped,  for  a  considerable  period,  enthusiasm  in 
England  in  fkvor  of  maritime  discoveries  in  the  land  of  the 
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Baccalaos,  *  tut  the  lessons  taught  by  the  want  of  due 
provision  for  contingencies  -were  not  lost  on  succeeding 
adventorere. 

Mr.  Hnrdocb,  in  his  history  of  Nova  Scotia,  says  that 
"French  writers  state  a  settlement  was  made  in  Cape  Breton 
in  the  year  1541."  On  the  authority  of  Charlevoix  andothera, 
a  fort  was  then  built  by  Boberval,  the  Governor  of  Canada, 
but  beyond  the  bare  aonouncement  by  these  writers,  there 
is  no  corroborative  evidence  to  substantiate  the  assertion. 
Hence,  If  r.  Brown,  in  his  history  of  Cape  Breton,  suggests 
that  the  words  Cape  Breton  were  a  misprint  for  Cape  Bouge, 
occurring  in  Foomier's  book,  which  has  been  copied  by  late 
writers.  That  no  settlement  was  effected  at  this  early  period 
seems  extremely  probable  firom  the  very  significant  circum- 
stance that  the  French  Commissionere,  writing  in  the  year 
lt51  their  memorials  concerning  the  limits  of  Kova  Scotia, 
and  making  as  strong  a  case  as  possible  in  behalf  of  their 
country — basing  their  main  argument  on  early  settlement- 
make  no  allnsioD  to  such  oocnpancy,  which,  had  it  occurred, 
they  were  not  likely  to  omit,  as  they  did  not  &il  to  lay  stress 
on  the  landing  of  cattle  on  Sable  Island  by  the  Baron  de 
L^ry  in  the  yeu- 1518.  If  a  solid  argument  could  be  baaed 
on  80  eomparstively  insignificant  an  event,  in  connection 
with  an  island  so  sterile,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  territory  in  dispute,  surely  the  erection  of  a  fort  on  an 
island  so  important  as  Cape  Breton,  and  in  such  close 
proximity  to  Atfadia  proper  could  not  have  been  overlooked. 
The  Commissioners  say : — "  We  have  not  gone  into  a  particu- 
lar consideration  of  that  port  of  this  arUcle  of  t)ie  French 
memorial  in  which  ine  i-'rencu  Commissaries  have  entiuired 


*  Tytler  bbjb,  "  Sebastian  Cabot  himself  named  tlieae  lands  Saccft' 
laOB,  because  in  theseaa  thereabouts,  he  found  euch  a 
titude  of  large  fish,  like  tanuiea,  called  Baccalaos  by  the  n 
thej  actually  impeded  the  aavigation  of  his  ships." 
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which  of  the  two  Crowns  weot  earliest  into  the  design  of 
making  Bettlements  in  Korth  America,  becatue  it  seems 
to  ns  of  little  consequence  to  ascertain  the  intention  of 
either  Crown  in  a  matter  where  the  intention,  not  followed 
by  any  sctaal  and  snccessftil  nndertaking,  can  have  no 
weight;  and  becanse  we  imagine  that  the  most  effectnal 
way  of  proving  Great  Britain  to  have  been  earlier  in  her 
American  settlements  than  France,  is  that  which  we  have 
taken,  of  showing  that  the  discovery  of  Cabot  was  long  be- 
fore any  snch  voyage  being  made  by  the  French,  and  by 
authenticating  that  establishment  in  1602,  which  we  have 
done,  and  which  was  two  years  before  the  era  marked  by 
the  French  Commissaries  themselves  as  the  beginning  of 
their  settlement."  *  This  passage  is  of  consequence,  not  only 
for  the  reason  ah'eady  assigned,  bnt  also  as  referring  to 
previous  historical  evidence  adduced  by  the  EngHsh  Gom- 
missioners,  by  which  they  prove  by  reference  to  the  "  Pil- 
grims" by  Porchas,  and  the  "  Histoire  de  laNouvelleFrance," 
by  Jjescarbot,  published  in  1609,  that  instead  of  England  hav- 
ing effected,  as  the  French  Commissioners  maintained,  no 
settlement  in  America  till  the  year  1607,  they  had  establish- 
ments there  as  early  as  the  year  1602,  two  years,  as  already 
stated,  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  French  commissioners 
themselves,  as  that  of  the  first  French  settlement,  f  Thus 
the  French  Commissionere  not  only  omit  the  slightest  alln- 
sion  to  the  erection  of  a  fort  in-1541,  but  positively  affirm 
that  the  first  French  settlement  took  place  in  the  year  ]  604 
— thus  fiimishing  both  positive  and  negative  evidence  that 
if  such  fort  was  erected,  the  Commissioners,  who  made  the 
history  of  the  early  settlement  of  tbe  country  a  subject  of 
special  study,  and  who  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
statement  as  to  the  erection  of  a  fort  by  Boberval,  did  not 

*  Memoriala  of  the  Eoglish  and  French  ComraiesaHeB,  p-  GSil. 
t  Appendix  B- 
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betieve  that  statement.  These  fkcts,  though  not  alluded  to 
hy  our  literary  predecessors,  so  fer  as  we  know,  seem  to 
settle  the  qnestion  in  dispate,  which,  to  the  people  of  Cape 
Breton  in  particular,  is  one  of  considerable  historical  in- 
terest. 

For  forty  years  after  the  celebrated  expedition  of  Hr. 
Hore,  no  effort  was  made,  either  by  the  reigning  monarcha 
or  private  capitalists,  in  prosecuting  farther  discoveries  in 
America.  Bat  during  tliat  interval,  the  codfisheries  were  con- 
dncted  with  increasing  success  on  the  banks  of  Kewfound- 
land  by  the  French,  the  Spanish,  and  the  Portuguese,  as 
well  as  by  the  British  fishermen — the  French  having,  in  15T8, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  small  vessels,  the  Spanish  one  hundred, 
the  Fortognese  fifty,  and  the  English  fifty,  in  the  trade 
—the  successful  prosecution  of  the  Iceland  fisheries 
preventing  a  larger  number  of  English  vessels  carrying  on 
the  Newfoundland  trade. 

In  that  year  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  half  brother  to  Sir 
Walter  Baleigh,  got  a  patent  from  Queen  Elizabeth  for  the 
discovery  and  settlement  ofnew  lands.  Gilbert  was  a  brave, 
generous-hearted  man,  and  of  a  remarkably  sanguine  tem- 
perament His  first  voyage  was  unfortunate,  (br  he  lost  one 
of  the  two  ships  of  which  the  expedition  consisted,  which 
obliged  him  to  return  to  England.  Determined  to  fit  out 
another,  he  sold  his  estate,  leaving  Plymouth  with  five  small 
vessels  on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1C>83.  Three  days  after  sail- 
ing, fever  broke  out  on  board  one  of  the  vessels,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  she  returned  to  Plymouth.  Early  in  August, 
•  SirHumphreyarrivedatSf.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  where  he 
found  thirty-six  fishing  vessels.  On  the  fifth  of  August, 
with  imposing  ceremony,  in  the  presence  of  the  merchants 
and  the  maators  of  the  vessels,  he  took  formal  possession  ibr 
the  crown  of  England,  of  the  harbour  and  all  the  country 
for  two  hundred  leagues  round.  On  the  twentieth  of  the  same 
month,  having  previously  set  apart  a  vessel  for  the  sick,  Sir 
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■  Humphrey  sailed  for  England  with  three  ships — the  DeS^ht 
of  160  tons,  the  Bind  of  40  lone,  and  the  Squirrel  of  10  tons 
bnrtiien.  The  Delight,  in  a  fog,  stmok  on  the  northeast  bar 
of  Sable  Island, — at  which  Sir  Hamphrey  had  intend- 
ed to  touch,— and  was  lost,  only  fourteen  of  tUe  crew  bariDg 
been  sared.  After  this  melancholy  accident,  by  which 
nearly  a  hundred  lives  were  lost,  and  which  occurred  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  Angost,  Sir  Hamphrey  directed  his 
course  home-ward.  A  mmonr,  to  the  effect  that  this 
brave  man  waa  afiraid  of  the  sea,  having  been  circolated  on 
his  retnming  from  his  first  voyage,  seemed  to  have  annoyed 
him  BO  much,  that,  in  opposition  to  the  earnest  remons- 
trances of  his  friends,  he  persisted  in  returning  in  the 
jS^irrel,  which  was  overloaded.  He  was  seen  bfthe  people 
in  the  Hind,  on  the  ninth  of  September,  sitting  in  the  st«rD, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand,  and  waa  heard  to  say,  alluding  to  a 
severe  storm  they  had  recently  encoantered,  and  in  which 
the  Squirrel  was  nearly  lost,  "  we  are  as  near  to  heaven 
by  sea  as  1^  land."  Daring  the  following  night,  which  waa 
stormy,  the  lights  of  the  Squirrd  suddenly  disappeared, 
and  she  waa  never  heard  of  again,  having  evidently  found- 
ered. The  Sitid  arrived  at  Falmouth  on  the  twenty-second 
of  September,  and  so  ended  this  unfortunate  expedition. 

The  first  attempt  to  colonize  NovaScotia  was  made  about 
the  year  1598 — the  time  is  dispnted — by  the  Marquis  do  la 
Soche,  who,  having  obtained  a  commission  from  the  French 
Sing,  equipped  a  vessel,  taking  about  fifty  French  con- 
victs with  him,  and  landing  them  on  Sable  Island,  not,  as  Mr. 
Halibnrton  says,  with  the  view  to  permanent  settlement,  but 
temporarily,  till  a  suitable  location  should  be  found  fbr  them. 
The  Marqnis,  driven  by  a  tempest  eastward,  returned  to 
France,  leaving  these  unhappy  men,  who  would  have  been 
starved  but  for  the  progeny  of  the  cattle  left  by  the  Baron 
de  L^ry  on  the  island.  Before  the  winter  set  in  they  secured 
drift  wood  from  the  wrecks  of  Spanish  vessels  lost  on  the 
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coaet,  which,  to  some  extent,  protected  tliem  &om  the  seTeri- 
ties  of  wiDter,  but  their  sntFerings  were  indicated  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  only  twelve  of  the  number  were  fonnd  to 
have  aarvived  when  8  Teaael  arrived,  which  was  sent  seven 
years  afterwards  by  the  French  king  for  their  relief. 

Sable  Island,  rendered  famous  by  this  inoident,  Mkd  still 
more  eo  by  tfaennmbCT  of  shipwrecks  which  have  taken  place 
on  its  shores,  lies  aboat  one  hoodred  and  ten  miles  S  JB.  of  Hali- 
tea,  and  has  been,  in  all  ages  since  iia  first  discovery,  the  terrcH- 
of  mariners.  It  is  shaped  like  a  bow,  is  about  twenty-six 
miles  long,  and  no  where  much  over  a  mile  wide,  having,  in 
its  centre,  a  shallow  lake  about  thirteen  miles  in  length.  Its 
sur&ce  conaiato  entirely  of  eand, which  has  beenformed  into 
hills  and  ridges  by  force  of  wind  and  wave,  and  which,  in 
sommer,  are  partially  covered  with  Terdnre.  Along  the 
beach  may  be  seen  fragments  of  vessels,  half  buried  in  the 
sand,  which  tell  of  death  to  many  a  hardy  mariner.  There 
are  no  trees  on  the  island,  the  vegetation  consisting  mainly 
of  long,  rank  grasa.  The  beach,  being  exposed  on  all  sides 
to  the  billows  of  the  Atlantic,  presents  asceneof  almost  un- 
interrupted commotion.  When  a  storm  is  approach- 
ing,  the  billows,  even  in  the  absence  of  wind,  rise  high 
and  break  with  a  peculiar  moan  on  the  beach.  At  nigh^ 
when  the  elements  are  fast  musterisg  for  strife,  the  ocean 
seems  in  a  blaze  of  phoaphoretic  light,  and  when  the  wind 
blows  more  violently,  increasing  every  moment,  the 
waves  take  a  wider  sweep,  and,  crested  with  foam,  partially 
driven  in  spray  before  the  blast,  crash  on  the  beach  with  ter- 
rific finrce.  *  The  scene  is  described  with  graphic  power  in 
the  following  lines : — 

"  But  when  thy  aspect  changes— when  the  storm 

Sweeps  o'er  the  wide  Atlantic's  heaving  breaat ; 

When,  hurrying  on  in  many  a  giant  form. 

The  broken  waters  by  the  winds  are  preat,— 

*  Wreck  of  the  echoODer  Arno  on  3able  iBland,  by  Joseph  Darby. 
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Roaring  like  flende  of  Hell  which  know  no  rest, 
And  guided  b^  the  lightning'B  fitful  flash, 
Who  dares  look  on  thee  then  in  terror  drest, 
As  on  th;  lengthening  beach  the  billows  daah, 
Shaking  the  heavens  themj^elvea  with  one  long  deafening  crash  T"  * 

What  renders  the  Island  so  disaetrouB  to  shipping  are  the 
BnhaqneoQS  flats  and  protuberancea  of  sand  by  which  it  is 
environed,  and  which  are  produced  by  the  same  caoaes  to 
which  the  island  owes  its  origin.  When  the  wind  blows 
violently,  the  water,  by  which  this  dangerous  ground  is 
covered  being  only  a  few  fathoms  deep,  is  agitated  from  the 
very  bottom  far  fW>m  the  beach,  and  lashed  into  roaring 
breakers  which  no  ship,  however  strong,  can  withstand. 
Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  instance  on  record  where  oil 
has  been  snccessfnlly  nsed  in  smoothing  the  sur&ce  of  a 
tempestnoos  sea,  and  thus  made  the  means  of  saving  life,  is 
that  of  the  schooner  Amo,  commanded  by  Captain  Higgins, 
and  cast  on  Sable  Island  in  the  month  of  September,  1S46. 
This  vessel,  manned  by  twelve  men,  was  fishing  on  the 
Quero  bank  when  overtaken  by  a  storm.  During  the  night 
Higgins  lost  his  head  sails,  and  on  the  following  morning 
saw  land,  towards  which  he  was  fast  drifting  without  the 
means  of  changing  his  course,  He  accordingly  dropped  his 
anchor  in  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  paying  out  three  hun- 
dred fethoms  of  cable,  and  thus  brought  the  schooner's  head 
to  the  wind.  In  this  position  he  held  on  till  noon,  when, 
despairing  of  the  storm  abating  before  night,  and  convinced 
that  he  could  not  hold  out  much  longer,  he  resolved  to  cut 
the  cable  and  make  for  the  shore  doring  daylight,  as  offer- 
ing the  only  chance  for  life.  Fising  two  large  casks  of  oil 
near  the  fore  shrouds,  he  caused  two  of  bis  best  men — having 
nailed  up  his  cabin  d<y)r  and  sent  the  rest  of  the  hands  be- 
low— to  laah  themselves  to  them,  and  to  deal  out  the  oil 


*  Sable  Island,  a  Poem,  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe. 
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mtb  ladles,  throwing  it  as  high  as  possible.  The  violence 
of  the  blast  threw  it  far  to  leeward,  and  it  acted  as  a  charm 
on  the  troubled  sea,  spreading  in  the  courBe  of  the  schooner 
and  making  the  surfece  of  the  mighty  waves  so  smooth 
that  not  a  barrel  full  of  water  fell  on  the  deck  the  whole 
distance — the  Captain,  all  the  while,  lashed  to  the  helm,  and 
with  steady  hands  directing  the  schooner's  conrse.  Aroand 
the  surface  where  the  oil  Boated,  seas  were  breaking,  any 
one  of  which,  in  the  absence  of  the  oil,  wonid  have  smashed 
the  schooner  in  tragments.  She  at  length  crossed  the  bar  in 
safety,  and  struck  tlie  beach.  The  crew  were  assisted  in 
landing  by  Kr.  Darby,  the  Saperintendent  on  the  island, 
and  his  men,  and  soon  after  the  vessel,  went  to  pieces. 

On  the  island  are  some  hundreds  of  wild  horses,  but  when 
the  breed  was  introdncod  there  it  is  impossible  to  say.  For 
a  graphic  description  of  those  interesting  animals  we  are 
indebted  to  J.  ^Bernard  Gilpin,  M.D.  "  They  arc  divided"— 
he  says— "into  herds  or  gangs,  each  having  aseparate  pasture, 
and  each  presided  over  by  an  old  male,  conspicuouB  by  the 
length  of  his  mane  rolling  in  tangled  masses  over  eye  and 
ear  down  to  his  fore  arm.  Half  his  time  seems  taken  np  in 
tossing  it  from  his  eyes  as  he  collects  his  outlying  mares 
and  foals  on  the  approach  of  strangers,  and  keeping  them 
well  up  in  a  pack,  boldly  faces  the  enemy  whilst  theyretreat 
at  a  gallop.  If  pressed,  however,  he  loo  retreats  in  their 
rear.  He  brooks  no  divided  all^tance,  and  many  a  fierce 
battle  is  waged  by  the  contending  chieftains  for  the  honor  of 
the  herd.  In  form  they  resemble  the  wild  horses  of  all 
lands ;  the  large  head,  thick  shaggy  neck  of  the  male,  low 
withers,  paddling  gait,  and  sloping  quarters  have  all  the 
counterparts  in  the  Mustang  and  the  horse  of  the  Ukraine. 
The  annual  drive  or  herding,  usually  resulting  in  the  whole 
island  being  swept  from  end  to  end,  and  a  kicking,  snorting, 
half  terrified  mass  driven  into  a  large  pond,  from  which  two 
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or  three  dozen  are  selected,  lasaoed,  and  exported  to  town 
affords  fine  sport,  wild  riding  and  plenty  of  Mis." 

Upwards  of  eighty  years  had  now  elapsed  since  Cabot's 
first  voyage  to  North  America,  yet  neither  in  Canada  nor 
Acadia  had  any  permanent  colonisation  been  accomplished. 
Mnch  activity  had,  however,  been  displayed  in  peopling  other 
portions  of  the  continent,  puiicnlarly  by  the  Spaniards. 
Cortez,in  1519,  entered  Mexico,  and  in  the  space  of  two  years 
reduced  the  whole  conntry  to  the' dominion  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  after  having  perpetrated  atrocities  which  have 
stamped  the  Spanieh  nation  with  an  indelible  stigma. 

The  persecutions  to  which  the  Hngnenots  were  subjected, 
and  which  culminated  in  the  Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in 
the  year  1672,  led  to  an  intense  desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
leaders  of  that  body  to  emigrate  to  a  country  where  tolera- 
tion as  to  religion  should  exist.  With  this  view  Sieur  de 
Monts  received  a  patent  in  1603,  from  King  Henry  the 
fourth,  an  able  and  liberal-minded  monarch,  constitating  him 
Lieutenant  General  of  Acadia,  from  the  fortieth  to  the  forty- 
sixth  degree  of  north  latitude,  with  the  view,  as  stated  in  the 
patent  "  to  cause  barbarous  Atheiabs,  without  fiiith  and  reli- 
gion, to  be  converted  to  Christianity,  as  well  as  to  the  great 
profit  which  may  be  drawn  by  the  traffic  and  commerce 
which  may  be  safely  treated  and  negotiated."  De  Monts 
also  received  a  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  region 
aesigned  hiro,  the  advantages  thus  secured  leading  to  the 
formation  of  a  company,  in  which  many  of  the  Protestant 
merchants  of  Bochelle  were  shareholders.  Foot  vessels 
were  accordingly  prepared,  De  Monts  taking  command  of 
two  ofthero,  which  were  bound  for  Acadia.  The  adven- 
turers who  accompanied  him  in  this  expedition  consisted  of 
Soman  Catholic  priests,  Protestant  ministers,  artizans, 
agricnltnralists,  and  soldiers.  Samuel  Champlain,  an  ex- 
perienced French  navigator,  and  subsequently  a  well  known 
author,  and  M.  de  Poutrincourt,  a  gentleman  of  positioD  and 
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infinence,  who  intended  to  Gettle  in  the  coDDtry,  sailed  in 
tho  same  vessel  with  De  Honts,  iesving  Havre  de  Grace  on 
tfaa  gevonth  of  March,  1604.  Entaring  one  of  the  harb«vB  of 
Aoadia,  they  fbnnd  one  Jtoeeignol  prosecutiDg  tha  Far  trade. 
In  virtae  of  his  patent,  de  Sonts  confiscated  the  veeeel,  call- 
ing the  port — now  Liverpool — after  the  nnh^py  BoBsignol. 
Proceeding  sOBthwest,  De  Honts  entered  the  bay  of  8t.  Mary. 
Here  many  of  the  voyagers  landed,  and  anuHig  them  a  priest 
namedAafeiy,frho,haviDgBeparated  from  his&iends  and  being- 
nnable  to  rejoin  them,  wandered  in  the  woods  for  seventeen 
days,  having  subsisted  during  that  period  on  wild  frnit,  when 
he  was  at  last  discovered  by  a,  party  of  his  ftionde,making  fe*- 
ble  efforts  to  attract  attention,  and  rescaed  from  his  perilous 
position.  To  no  one  was  hie  discovery  more  agreeable  than 
to  a  Protestant  with  whom  he  used  to  have  violent  disputes 
on  religions  subjects,  and  who  was  suspected  of  having  mur- 
dered the  priest.  Proceeding  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy  the. 
party  observed  a  strait — Digby — which  they  entered. 

That  portion  of  Acadia  at  which  the  voyagers  bad  now 
arrived  is  distingiuBhed  by  the  beauty  of  its  scenery.  The 
coast  along  which  they  had  previonsly  sailed  is  comparati- 
vely rugged, presenting, when  viewed  at  adistance,  few  attrac- 
tive features.  But  on  entering  the  basin  of  the  Ancajwlis 
river  the  scene  is  changed,  many  of  the  peculiar  elements 
which  lend  a  charm  to  the  Acadian  landscape  being  found 
in  harmonioQs  combination.  The  basin  itself  is  a  great  ex- 
puise  of  water,  so  large  aa  to  be  scarcely  comprehended  in  all 
its  proportions  by  the  keen  glance  of  unaided  vision.  We 
can  imagine  the  day  one  of  nncloudod  splendour,  the  heat  of 
summer  being  tempra^  by  the  cooling  sea  breeze.  Fleecy 
clouds  may  have  occasionally  floated  across  the  sun's  discr 
casting  a  temporary  shadow  on  wood  and  water,  alternate 
glimpses  of  shade  and  sunshine  producing  by  contrast  a  pleas- 
ing variety  in  the  variegated  colours  of  the  "  forest  prime- 
val."   Or  we  can  &ncy  the  vessel,  wafted  in  the  evening 
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through  the  Btrait  by  a  gentle  breeze,  and  when  talrly 
within  the  baain,  the  wind  to  hare  died  away,  leaving  the 
bmIs  hanging  loosely,  and  the  Bnr&ce  of  the  wator  resplen- 
dent in  th^  distance  with  the  reflected  rays  of  the  declining 
ma.  Towards  the  east,  islands  repose  on  the  bosom  of  the 
deep,  their  forms  being  vividly  mirrored  on  its  pUcid  sur- 
face, and  from  which  canoea  may  be  seen  darting  towards 
tho  mainland,  with  their  paddles  fitfully  flashing  in  the 
sunlight.  In  the  distance  are  no  ranges  of  lofty  mountains 
with  snow-clad  peaks  shooting  heavenward,  but  there  are 
gracel^,  undulating  hills,  thickly  clad,  from  base  to  summit, 
with  woodjconstitating  an  admirable  background  to  the  whole 
scene.  In  silent  admiration  tho  Toyagors  gaze  on  the  enchant- 
ing picture,  and  particularly  Pontrinconrt,  on  whom  the  im- 
pression is  such  that  he  resolves  to  make  the  place  his  home' 
An  examination  of  the  land  confirms  the  opinion  as  to  its 
suitableness,  and  he  obtains  a  grant  from  De  Monts  which, 
as  we  shall  find,  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  him  by  royal 
warrant- 
Leaving  the  basinof  the  Annapolis,  De  Uonts  sailed  towards 
Minos — now  Horton.  He  then  ci-ossed  the  bay  towards  the 
river  St.  John  which  he  ascended,  being  delighted  with 
the  scenery  as  well  as  astonished  at  the  quantity  of  fish 
withwhich  its  waters  teemed.  Proceeding  ina  southwesterly 
direction  about  twenty  leagues  further  he  arrived  at  what 
is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  the  bay  of  Fassamaquoddy. 
Here  De  Monts  found  an  island  on  which  he  resolved  to  build 
a  fort  and  winter,  and  which  he  named  St.  Croix.  He  and  his 
party  passed  a  miserable  winter,  suffering,  according  to 
lescarbot  ft«m  three  causes — want  of  water,  want  of  wood, 
and  the  constant  watch  necessary  to  be  kept,  for  fear  of  a 
hostile  visit  from  the  Indians.  They  were  attackod  by 
scurvy,  which  carried  off  thirty-six  of  their  number,  leaving 
forty  suffering  more  or  less  from  the  same  malignant  disease. 
The  dawn  of  spring  was  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  in- 
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vftlids.  Their  leader  resolved  tolook  out  for  a  more  eligible 
place,  with  a  view  to  settlementj  and  for  that  purpose  sailed 
towards  the  bay  of  Pentagoet  or  Penobscot,  which,  on  the 
map  published  by  the  English  OommissiODers  in  1T56,  was 
the  extreme  western  limit  of  Acadia  at  that  period.  Find- 
ing the  Indians  in  that  region  thievish  and  unfHendly,  De 
Moots  returned  to  St.  Croix,  where  he  was  cheered  by  finding 
that  one  Pontgrave  had  arrived,  in  a  ship  fh)m  France,  with 
forty  m^  and  abundant  sapplies  for  the  little  colony.  De 
Mont«  at  once  resolved  to  break  up  his  present  encampment, 
and  to  remove  with  everything  to  Port  Royal — Annapolis — 
which  wae  done  accordingly,  after  which  he  sailed  for  France, 
for  which  Ms  friend  Poutrincourt  had  left  in  the  previous 
antamn,  leaving  Pontgrave  his  lieutenant,  with  instmctions 
to  Champlain  to  explore  the  country. 

Daring  the  eosoing  winter  the  colonists  opened  a  satis- 
fiictory  trade  with  the  Indians,  passing  a  pleasant  winter, 
the  only  material  drawback  being  the  scarcity  of  bread. 
They  had,  however,  plenty  of  com,  the  only  grinding 
apparatus  being  a  hand  mill  or  "  quern."  When  the  spring 
opened,  Pon^rave  resolved  to  sail  firrther  south  in  order  to 
search  fcae  a  still  more  deeirable  place  of  settlement.  Twice 
he  was  driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  and  in  making  the 
third  attempt,  his  vessel  was  driven  on  the  rocks  near  the 
entraoce  to  the  harbour,  which  compelled  him  to  desist  for 
the  time  from  any  further  attempts  at  exploration. 

It  is  now  the  summer  of  1606,  and  De  Monts  and  Poutrin- 
court are  preparing  in  France  for  ^nother  voyage.  They  had 
difScnlties  to  contend  with.  Influence  had  been  brought  to 
heaar  on  the  French  monarch  to  withdraw  from  De  Honts 
the  monopoly  of  the  for  trade,  against  which  the  ordinary 
traders  had  protested  loudly,  whilst  the  merchants  who  in- 
vested capital  in  the  previous  expedition  were  dissatisfied 
with  unremunerative  returns.  At  length  a  vessel  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  was  prepared,  which  left  Bochelle  on 
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the  thirteenth  of  May,  De  Monts  and  Foutrincsourt  being  ac- 
oompained  on  this  oocaaion  by  Marc  Lescarbot,  who  became 
the  most  able  historian  of  the  French  colonial  transactions  of 
that  period.  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  July  they  arrived  at  Port 
Boyal,  where  they  only  found  two  men,  who  had  been  left 
in  charge  of  the  place,  Fontgrave  having  left  with  the  inten- 
tioD  of  retnming  to  France ;  but  hearing  of  the  arrival  o^ 
Be  Moots  at  Oanso,  he  immediately  returned  to  Port 
Boyal.  Speaking  of  this  reunion  of  i^iends,  Lescarbot  says, 
"  all  the  month  we  made  merry.  U-  de  Poutrincourt  did  set 
up  and  open  a  hogshead  of  wine,  one  of  them  that  was  given 
liim  for  his  own  drinking,  giving  leave  to  all  comers  to 
drink  ba  long  as  it  conld  hold." 

In  the  meantime  Poutrincourt  and  Lescarbot  set  them- 
selves vigorously  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  had, 
in  a  few  days,  the  satis&ction  of  seeing  the  seed  sown 
spring  up  with  the  rapidity  of  growth  characteristio  of  the 
climate.  It  is  now  the  month  of  August,  and  De  Monts 
and  Pontgrave  resolve  to  return  to  France,  leaving  Poutrin- 
court to  explore  the  coast,  and  Lescarbot  to  take  charge  of 
the  settlement,  a  duly  for  which  his  indnstry  and  ingenuity 
admirably  adapted  him.  Amongst  other  t\mctiona,  in  the 
absence  of  a  priest,  he  acted  as  religious  instructor  to  the 
Indians,  whom  he  taught  the  sublime  and  comforting  truths 
of  the  Christian  religion.  This  eminent  man,  in  writing  of 
the  motives  by  which  he  was  actujited  in  leaving  his  native 
land  to  seek  a  home  in  Acadia,  expresses  sentiments  which 
at  once  bespeak  the  Christian  and  the  patriot ;  "  so  it  is,"  he 
eaye,  "that  God  awaketh  us  sometimes  to  stir  us  up  to  gene- 
rous actions  such  as  bq  these  voyages." 

Poutrincourt  proceeded  on  a  coasting  trip  towards  Cape 
Mallebarre— Oape  Cod — having  first  visited  St  Croix.  Some 
of  the  party  were  attacked,  when  ashore,  by  the  Indians, 
three  or  four  of  them  having  been  killed.  Lescarbot  gives 
a  oircamstantial  account  of  all  the  incidents  of  the  trip, 
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which  onr  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  describe.  Poutrin. 
court,  after  an  absence  of  more  than  two  monthe,  retnroed 
to  Port  Boyal,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  Lescarbot, 
who  had  begun  to  doubt  his  safety,  and  "with  a  eolemuity 
altogether  new  in  that  part." 

The  winter,  which  had  been  comparatively  mild,  seeme 
to  have  been  passed  pleasantly  at  Fort  Boyal.  In  the  spring 
the  colonists  were  baey  sowing  seed,  and,  says  Lescarbott 
"  it  was  a  marvellous  pleasure  to  see  it  daily  springing  up." 
They  bnilt  a  water-mill,  which  the  Indians  very  much 
admired,  all  the  more  that  it  saved  the  toil  of  grinding  com 
with  the  hand  mill,  to  which  they  had  intense  aversion, 
and  to  which  even  the  high  remuneration  of  half  the  corn 
ground  could  not  reconcile  them. 

Lescarbot,  and  other  early  writers,  irequently  mention 
grapes  as  growing  in  Acadia.  The  firstdiscovery  of  the  wild 
vine  seems  to  have  been  made  in  a  small  island  near  Pcn- 
tagoet  during  the  voyage  just  referred  to.  The  island  was 
8itnat«d  about  two  hundred  miles  fttrther  west  than  Port 
Boyal,  and  in  the  same  latitude.  It  is  described  as  being 
about  half  a  league  in  circumference,  and  as  abounding  in 
black  grapes,  some  of  them  being  "  as  large  as  plums." 
"The  trunks  of  the  vines,"  says  Lescarbot,  "  were  three  or 
four  feet  high,  and  as  big  as  one's  fist  in  the  lower  part,  the 
grapes  &ir  and  lai^e.  They  lay  over  bushes  and  bnunbles 
that  grew  in  the  sane  island,  where  the  trees  are  not  so 
thick  as  in  other  places,  but  are  six  or  seven  rods  asunder, 
which  causes  the  grapes  to  be  ripe  the  sooner,  having  be- 
sides, ground  very  fit  for  the  same,  gravelly  and  sandy." 
The  same  respectable  authority  adds ;  "grapes  were  after- 
wards found  on  the  lands  near  Fort  Boyal,  but  not  in  such 
perfection."  *  The  finding  of  this  fruit  in  the  country  has 
been  doubted,  but  the  descriptions  of  it  are  so  circum. 

*  NoTft  Francia,  p.  832. 
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staDtial,aiid  the  allnsions  to  H  soireqnent,  that  it  Beems  impos- 
sible consistently  to  resist  such  cnmulatiTe  and  unequivocal 
testimony  by  men  to  whom  the  grape  was  as  familiar  as  the 
apple.  Fine  samples  of  grapes  produced  in  the  open  air 
are  yearly  exhibited  hy  the  Nova  Scotia  Pmit  Growers' 
Association,  and  from  the  fact  of  the  vine  being  indigenous 
to  the  province,  it  may  be  ikirly  assumed  that  when  due 
care  is  taken  as  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  exposures 
where  the  vines  are  planted,  the  quality  will  be  greatly 
improved.  If  the  native  vine  were  cultivated  it  might  pro- 
duce fruit  in  greater  perfection  than  what  is  now  obtained 
troTa  the  foreign.  * 

The  Colonists  were  now  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  De 
Monta  firom  France,  when  one  morning  Memberton,  an 
Indian  chief,  represented  as  a  hundred  years  old,  and  a  f  rm 
friend  to  the  French,  informed  Lescarbot  and  his  fHends 
that  a  vessel  was  approching  the  entrance  to  the  harbor, 
which  he  was  said  to  have  descried  at  a  distance  at  which 
she  could  scarcely  be  detected  by  the  keenest  vision.  The 
whole  colony  immediately  turned  out  to  welcome  the 
stranger,  which,  however,  brought  news  not  of  a  joyfiil 
nature,  for  a  dispatch  addressed  to  Poutrincourt,  which  he 
proceeded  to  read  publicly,  informed  the  colonists  that  Do 
Monts  had  been  deprived  by  the  king  of  the  monopoly  of 
the  peltry  trade.  This  vras  regarded  as  death  to  the  colony ; 
"we  felt,"  says  the  historian,  "great  grief  to  see  so  fair  and 
so  holy  an  enterprise  broken,  that  so  many  labours  and 
perils  past  should  serve  to  no  effect,  and  that  the  hope  of 
planting  the  name  of  God,  and  the  Catholic  faith  should 
vanish  away."  In  the  evening,  however,  the  prevailing 
gloom  waa  gilded,  in  French  fashion,  by  bonfires  for  the 

*  McOregof  in  hia  sketches  of  BritJeh  America,  publialied  about 
the  year  1828,  says:  "wild  vines  covering  several  acres  have  lately 
been  discovered  near  Dighy,"  but  unfortunately  he  doea  not  state  hia 
authority. 
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nativity  of  "my  Lord  the  Duke  of  Orleans,"  and  by  the 
firing  of  cannon  and  singing  the  Te  Deum  Zaudamui. 

Fifteen  days  after  these  events  it  was  a  busy  time  at  Port 
Royal,  the  Micmacs  giving  proof  of  their  propensity  to  war 
by  aseembling,  at  the  command  of  Memberton,  to  the  number 
of  four  hundred,  in  order  to  attack  their  neighbour  the 
Armonchiquois,  ivho  inhabited  a  district  further  west.  After 
a  conflict,  in  which  the  Armoachiquois  were  defeated,  the 
Micmac  urmy  returned,  rejoicing  in  their  success. 

Preparations  were  now  made  forretiring  from  the  country. 
With  that  view  Lescarbot,  on  the  thirtieth  of  July,  1607,  left 
for  Caneo,  where  he  was  to  be  joined  by  Poutrincourt  in 
eleven  days,  after  he  had  secured  sample  of  his  growing 
crops.  Memberton  and  his  army  had  just  arrived  as  Pou- 
trincourt was  about  to  bid  adieu,  at  least  for  a  time, 
to  Port  Royal.  The  aged  chief  prevailed  upon  him  to  remain 
one  day  longer.  The  poor  Indians  shed  tears  of  unaffected 
sorrow  in  parting  with  their  friends  the  French,  who  gene- 
rously presented  them  with  ten  hogsheads  of  meal,  and  all 
the  standing  crops  then  ready  for  the  sickle.  The  almost 
uninterrupted  fHendship,  which  had  subsisted  between  the 
French  and  the  Micmacs  fi-om  the  very  beginning  of  their 
intercourse,  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  tact  the  former 
displayed  in  their  management,  which  was  based  on  genuine 
acts  of  beneficence,  and  due  attention  to  their  instruction  in 
the  aria  of  civilized  life,  and  inthedoetrinesof  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic f^itli. 

Poutrincourt  having  joined  his  friends  at  Canso,  the 
whole  party  sailed  for  Prance  on  the  third  day  of  September — 
leaving  not  one  European  in  Acadia.  On  the  twenty-sixth  day 
ofthesamemonththey  sighted  the  English  coast,  arriving  on 
the  twenty-eighth  at  St.  Malo.  Reaching  Paris,  Poutrinconrt 
lost  no  time  in  presenting  himself  at  court,exhibitlng  byRoyal 
command  the  samples  of  wheat,  rye,  barley  and  oata  which 
he  had  bronght  with  him.  The  King,  pleased  with  these  evi- 
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dences  of  the  fertility  of  the  eoil,  renewed  to  De  Monte  the 
privileges  of  the  beaver  trade  for  one  year,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  establish  colonies  in  New  Prance,  which  compre- 
hended Canada  as  well  as  Acadia.  Lescarbot  says  a  few 
families  were  accordingly  sent, but  whether  to  Canada  or  Aca- 
dia is  not  stated.  He  says,  however,  that  the  vessels,  in  which 
they  had  embarked,  called  at  Port  Royal,  and  the  French 
were  received  by  the  old  chief  with  every  demomtration 
of  respect.  After  this,  De  Monts  ended  his  connection  with 
Acadia,  and  prosecnted  the  peltiy  trade  on  hie  own  account 
in  Canada. 

The  &vourable  impression  made  on  Poutrinconrt,  on  enter- 
ing the  basin  of  the  Annapolis,  eoems  to  have  been  con- 
firmed by  residence  at  Port  Eoyal.  Hence  he  resolved  to 
return  to  the  settlement,  and,  with  that  view,  petitioned  the 
King  for  a  confirmation  of  the  grant  of  land  made  to  him  by 
De  Monts,  which  His  Majesty  accordingly  ratified,  on  the 
understanding  that  he  was  to  be  accompanied  by  Jesuit 
missionaries,  towards  whose  maintenance  the  King  had  made 
an  appropriation.  Poutrinconrt,  though  a  sincere  Boman 
Catholic,  adroitly  threw  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  it  was 
probably  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  these  unwelcome 
spiritual  teachers  that  he  postponed  leaving  for  Acadia  till 
the  spring  of  1610 ;  and  whilst  the  Jesuits  were  waiting  for 
him  at  Bourdeaux,  he  was  quietly  embarking  at  Dieppe, 
taking  with  him  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  of  the  name  of 
Pleche.  Determined  to  prove  to  the  King  that  the  Jesuits 
were  not  needed,  he  took  measures  to  christianize  some  of  the 
leading  Indians.  The  old  chief  Momberton  and  his  family 
were  the  first  who  were  baptized — the  sacred  rite  having 
been  performed  with  much  solemnity  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  Colonists.  After  the  chief  had  thus  openly  made  a  pro- 
fession of  his  faith,  there  was  little  difficulty  in  getting  his 
subjects  to  follow  his  example,  so  far  as  attendance  to  out- 
waid  fbrms  was  concerned.  ' 
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Supplies  for  the  colony  were  now  needod,  and  Pontiincourt 
sent  his  son  Bienconrt  to  France  in  order  to  obtain  them, 
sending  with  him  a  regist«r  of  the  baptisms ;  but  Henry  the 
Fourth  had  been  assassinated,  and  the  inflaence  of  the  wife 
of  the  Governor  of  Parip — the  Marchioness  Gnercherille,  a 
keen  Jesuit, — was  such  that  Pontrincourt's  expectations  as 
to  the  effect  of  hia  register  were  not  realized.  It  was  there- 
fore resolved  to  send  two  Jesuit  Others,  Pierre  Biard  and 
Enemonde  Masse,  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
proceeded  to  Dieppe,  from  which  port  Bienconrt  was  to  sail- 
Here  two  Huguenot  merchants,  who  had  made  advances  on 
the  cargo,  objected  to  the  fiithers  leaving  in  the  vessel.  The 
difficulty  being  reported  to  the  zealous  Uarchioness,  she  at 
once  succeeded  in  providing  the  requisite  sum  to  refund 
the  objectors,  and  thus  Bienconrt  was  obliged,  very  much 
against  his  desire,  to  take  the  &thers  with  him,  sailing  on 
the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  1611,  and  arriving  at  Port  Eoyal, 
after  intermediate  stoppages,  on  the  twenty-second  of  June. 

Poutrinconrt  left  again  for  Franc©  in  July,  1611,  leaving 
his  son  in  charge  of  Port  Boyal.  The  young  man  and  the 
Jesuita  not  agreeing,  the  latter  were  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  an  opportunity  of  leaving  for  Penobscot,  where 
a  new  settlement  had  been  made  by  their  patroness,  the 
Marchioness  de  Guercheville. 

For  some  years  the  English  had  effected  a  settlement  in 
Virginia,  the  colony  numbering  in  the  year  1613,  about 
seven  hundred  souls.  In  the  summer  of  that  year.  Captain 
Argal,  who  commanded  a  ship  armed  with  fourteen  guns, 
went  northward  towards  Acadia  with  a  fleet  of  fishing  vessels. 
Hearing  of  the  French  colony  on  the  Penobscot  river,  be 
resolved  to  break  it  np,  though  England  was  at  that  time  at 
peace  with  France.  A  French  vessel  close  to  die  settlement 
waa  accordingly  attacked  by  Argal,  the  crew  of  which  mode 
a  brave  resistance  against  an  overpowering  fbrce.  Argal  took 
possession  of  the  vessel,  and,  landing  in  the  settlement,  made 


ooogle 


48  HI8T0HT  OP  NOVA  SCOTU. 

the  tnembers  of  the  colony  prisoners,  some  of  whom  were 
taken  to  Jamestown,  and  the  rest  allowed  to  retire  in  a 
shallop,  to  look  out  for  a  vessel  to  take  them  to  France.  The 
Governor  of  Virginia  approved  of  ihe  conduct  of  Argal,  and 
despatched  three  Te6eele,of  which  he  took  command,  to  destroy 
the  French  colonies  in  Acadia.  At  St.  Croix  and  other  places 
the  buildings  were  demolished.  Argal  then  sailed  for  Fort 
Royal,  where  a  similar  scene  was  enacted,  all  compromiae 
being  retoed  to  Bienconrt,  who  fled  to  the  foroat,  and  lived 
with  the  lodiana.  In  the  following  year,  his  fother  Poutrin- 
■court  arrived  at  Port  Eoyal,  which  he  found  a  scene  of  deso- 
lation. He  accordingly  resolved  to  leave  Acadia  forever, 
which  he  did,  returning  to  France,  and  fell  fighting  bravely 
in  the  service  of  his  country  at  the  seige  of  HSry-sur-Seine 
in  the  month  of  December,  1616.  According  to  Champlain, 
Biencourt  remained  in  Acadia  till  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  the  year  1624. 

We  cannot  dose  this  chapter  without  ezpresaing  admira- 
tion of  the  excellencies  hy  which  the  work  of  Lescarbot  is 
distinguished.  The  narrative  is  both  interesting  and  truthful, 
and  the  modesty  of  the  author  is  conspicuous  in  never  intro- 
ducing himself  or  his  doings,  giving  credit  for  all  that  was 
accomplished  to  others  in  transactions  in  which,  had  he 
written  the  whole  truth,  he  would  have  figured  more  promi- 
nently than  any  of  his  friends.  There  are  also,  throughout 
his  work,  evidenoea  of  scholwBhip,  as  well  as  fiashes  of  quiet 
humour,  and  indications  of  tmaffeoted  piety,  which  leave,  in 
closing  his  book,  a  most  favourable  impression  as  to  the 
author's  character  and  acquirements. 
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Sir  William  Alezander — Receivea  a  grant  from  James  I.,  and  sails  for 
Nova  Seotia— Sir   David   Kirk   Wkes  Port  Bojal— Defeats  the 
French   fleet— Surrender  of  Quebec — Claude  de   la  Tour— His 
efforts  to  seduce  his  bod  IVom  Frenck  allegiance — Treat;  of  St. 
Germaius — Bestorotion   of  territory  to   France — Arrival  of  the 
French  governor — Divisioii  of  the  province  between  Chamiefi  and 
Charles  de  la  Tour — Their  rivalry  and  diapute^^La  Tour  gets 
aid  from  the  Bosloniana — Capitulation    of   La   Tour's   fort  to 
Chamis^ — His  cruelty  to  Che  garrison — Death  of  Madame  De  la 
Tour — Death  of  ChamisS — La  Tour  succeeds  him  as  governor- 
Seianre  of  the  French  forts  by  Major  Sedgewick — Oliver  Crom- 
well's policy— Death  of  La  Tour— Limits  of  Nova  Scotia— EBbrU 
of  the  French   to  regain  it— Their  suceesa — Reluctance  of  Sir 
Thomas  Temple  to  give  it  up— Progress  of  the  prorince— Popu- 
lati<Hi — Character  of  the  French  governor — Taxation  of  ooal — 
War  between  France  and  England— Sir  William  Phipa— He  com- 
mands expedition  from  Boston  to  attack  Port  Boyal — Surrender 
of  the  fort — Revocation  of  the  conditions  of  capitulation  by  Sir 
Williani  Phips — He  attacks  Quebec — Disasters  of  the  expedition 
^Barbarities  practised  by  the  Indians  on  English  settlers — Nova 
Seolia  again  transferred  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick — War 
agun  declared — An  expedition  from  Boston  attacks  Fort  Bo/al 
and  is  repulsed — H.  Sabercase— He  strengUiene  Port  Royal — His 
eObrts  to  colonize  ths  country. 
After  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Port  Royal  by 
Capt^n  Argal  in  the  year  1613,  no  attempt  at  sattiement 
was  made  under  the  anspioea  of  the  English  government  tilt 
1621,  when  King  James  the  first,  of  England,  made  a  grant 
which  included  Acadia,  New  Brnnewlck,  Cape  Breton,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  part  of  Lower  Canada  to  Sir  William 
Alexander,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  was  bom  in  the 
year  1580  in  the  village  of  Meostrie,  in  Clackmannanshire, 
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and  who  was  s  poet  and  dramatist  of  considerable  repatation. 
In  the  year  aftfir  Sir  William  had  Becnred  this  immense  ter- 
ritory, be  chartered  a  vessel,  in  which  a  number  of  eroigrantB 
embarked  for  the  purpose  of  settling  in  Nova  Scotia — ^tbe 
country  being  so  designated  in  his  patent  instead  of  Acadia. 
In  a  work  published  by  Sir  William  in  London  in  1625 — 
entitled  "An  Encouragement  to  CoUmits" — be  gives  an  interest- 
ing accoont  of  the  voyage.  The  vessel  sailed  in  Augost,  1622. 
About  the  middle  of  September  she  had  approached  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton,  when  a  violent  gale  drove  her  fiu-to  the  east. 
Having  at  length  arrived  at  Kewfoundland,  the  emigrants 
determined  to  winter  on  the  island,  sending  the  ship  back  to 
Britain  for  supplies.  In  the  following  spring  she  was  again 
despatched,  but  did  not  arrive  at  St~  John's  till  the  fifth  of 
June,  before  which  time  many  of  the  emigrants,  draipairing 
of  her  return,  had  engaged  themselves  to  tiie  fishermen.  A 
few  of  them,  however,  went  on  a  cruise  towards  the  Penin- 
sula in  order  to  inspect  the  land — returning  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  taking  passage  to  England,  whither  they  carried  flatter- 
ing accounts  of  the  country. 

In  the  meantime,  Charles  the  first  had  ascended  the  throne, 
and  Sir  William  not  only  obtained  a  confirmation  of  the 
grante  made  to  him  by  King  James,  but  also  the  addition 
of  an  immense  territory,  which  led  to  the  formation  of  a 
company,  designated  "The  Merchant  Adventurers  of  Cana- 
da." One  of  them  was  the  celebrated  Sir  David  Eirk,  who 
was  bom  at  Dieppe,  and  whose  father  was  a  Scotsman,  and 
his  mother  a  French  woman.  Two  or  three  armed  vessels 
were  prepared,  of  which  Kirk  took  command,  who  sailed, 
under  a  commission  from  the  King  of  England,  to  attack  the 
French  settlements  in  If^orth  America,  and  take  French  mer- 
chant vessels  ae  prizes,  of  which  he  secured,  in  1627,  not  fewer 
than  eighteen,  taking  them  to  England.  In  the  following 
year.  Fort  Boyal  was  taken  by  him.  He  then  summoned 
Quebec,  of  which  Champlaia  was  the  governor.    The  latter 
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returned  a  defiant  answer,  and  £irk  deemed  it  prudent  to 
withdraw  in  the  meantime,  llearing  that  vessels  hod  left 
France  with  supplies  for  the  colony,  Kirk  resolved  to  look  out 
for  them.  Eighteen  transporte,  under  the  command  of  Sieur 
de  Boquemont,  arrived  at  Gasp^  with  provisions,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  cannon  for  the  forte  of  PortEoyal 
an4  Quebec.  ]>e  Eoqaemontj  having  heard  that  Eirk  was  at 
Tadousac,  resolved  to  attack  him.  The  result  of  the  engage- 
ment was  that  the  French  were  defeated,  and  all  the  trans- 
ports taken. 

In  the  meantime,  Champlain  was  suffering  intensely  for 
want  of  provisions,  and  had  resolved  to  leave  Quebec,  when 
Kirk  appeared  with  hie  squadron  and  summoned  the  fort, 
whi<A  was  accordingly  snrrendered.  Kirk  treated  the  inha- 
bitantfi  with  great  kindness,  permitting  such  of  them  as 
wished  to  rem^n  to  retain  their  property,  and  after  having 
made  eatis&ctory  arrangements,  left  the  fort  in  charge  of  his 
son,  with  a  garrison  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  in  one  of  the  vessels  captored 
•was  Claude  de  la  Tour,  a  French  Protestant,  who  had  recent- 
ly obtained  an  extensive  grant  of  land  on  the  river  St  John, 
and  whom  Kirk  conveyed  with  Champlain  and  others  to 
England. 

Charles,  the  son  of  Claude  de  la  Tour,  commanded  aFrencb 
fort  at  Cape  Sablq.  His  fether,  while  in  England,  had  married 
a  lady  of  rank,  wad  having  been  created  in  1629  a  Baronet  of 
Kova  Scotia,  entered  into  an  arrangement  to  seduce  his  son 
Charles  from  his  allegiance  to  the  French  King.  Two  men- 
of-war  were  accordingly  fitted  out,  and,  with  De  la  Tour  on 
board,  sailed  for  Cape  Sable,  where  having  arrived,  he  had  an 
interview  with  his  son,  to  whom  he  presented  a  glowing 
picture  of  the  personal  advantages  he  would  derive  from 
giving  up  the  fort,  and  identifying  himself  with  English 
interests.  His  son  replied  with  a  spirit  and  determination 
highlj  honorable  to  his  character,  that  to  comply  with  his 
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father's  wishes  would  be  to  become  a  tnutor  to  his  £iiig> 
intimiitinghie  determination  to  defend  the  fort  to  the  ntmost 
extremity,  and  even  to  sacrifice  his  life  rather  than  hi» 
honor.  Finding  hie  son  resolute  De  la  Tour  ordered  an  attack 
on  the  fort,  which  wae  continued  for  two  days,  and  which 
resalted  in  the  defeat  of  the  attacking  force.  Dela  Tonr  now 
found  himself  in  an  awkward  position.  To  return  to  France 
was  death,  and  to  England  disgrace.  He  therefore  reqnested 
his  son  to  permit  him  to  settle  quietly  with  his  wife  in  the 
neighborhood,  to  which  the  young  man  consented,  on  the 
condition  that  his  father  was  never  to  enter  the  fort.  De  la 
Tour  and  his  wife  with  two  valets  and  two  female  servants, 
accordingly  landed,  and  the  two  men-of-war  returned  to  Eng- 
land. Halibnrton  says  that  in  the  following  year  De  la  Tour 
joined  a  party  of  emigrants  who  landed  at  Port  Eoyal,  and 
built  a  fort  at  Granville,  the  remains  of  which  were  visible 
when  he  wrote,  being  known  by  the  traditionary  name  of 
the  Scotch  fort.  According  to  Denys,  as  related  by  Mur- 
doch, he  was  found  at  Cape  Sable  in  1635 ;  but  Ferland's 
account  seems  to  explain  the  matter  satisfactorily  by  repro- 
eenting  De  la  Tour  as  having  gone  to  Port  Royal  with  the 
Scotch  colonistu,  and  returning  by  invitation,  on  his  sod 
Charles  being  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Acadia,  in 
1631,  A  number  of  the  emigrants  having  died  during  the 
first  winter  at  Granville,  and  the  extensive  colonial  specula- 
tions, in  which  Sir  William  Alexander  waa  engaged,  not 
proving  profitable,  induced  him  in  the  year  1630  to  transfer 
all  Nova  Scotia,  except  Port  Royal,  to  his  friend  Claude  de 
la  Tour. 

It  is  now  the  year  1632,  and,  after  prolonged  negotiations, 
peace  is  proclaimed  between  Great  Britain  and  France  by 
the  treaty  of  Saint  Germains,  which  was  the  first  public 
treaty  between  the  two  Crowns,  which  settled  the  posses- 
sion of  Nova  Scotia.  Notwithstanding  that  Sir  David 
Kirk,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  William  Alexander,  and  others 
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had  forced  the  French  from  liotli  eidee  of  the  river  Saint 
Lawrence,  and  taken  Qnebec,  Fort  Soyal,  Saint  Croix  and 
Fentagoet)  which  were  all  the  territories  France  then  had 
iuNcnrth  America,  yet  by  the  thirteenth  articleof  the  treaty 
of  Saint  Germaina  all  these  places  were  restored  to  Uie  Crown 
of  France.  This  wholesale  disposal  of  North  America  by  the 
English  Government  to  the  French,  indicates  the  trifling 
value  pat  npon  the  territory  by  the  government  of  the  time, 
and  viewed  in  relation  to  its  consequences,  can  scarcely  be 
regarded  as  compatible  with  sanity  on  the  part  of  the  advi- 
sers of  the  English  Crown.  The  valne  at  which  the  French 
estimated  the  conntry  is  proved  by  their  procednre  in  orga- 
nising an  association  designated  "  The  Company  of  New 
France,  "  with  which  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
fVance  were  connected,  and  whose  object  wae  colonization 
on  an  extensive  scale.  The  constitntion  of  the  company 
Beemed  admirable,  bat  it«  proceedings  did  not  at  all 
correspond  with  the  expectations  formed  at  its  organi- 
zation. 

Isaac  de  Baully  was  now  appointed  LientenantrGovemor 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Arriving  at  La  Havre,  he  was  so  charmed 
with  the  scenery,  that  he  resolved  to  settle  Uiere.  He,  bow- 
ever,  died  shortly  afterwards,and  wassaooeeded  by  Banbr^  de 
Cbamia^,  who  abandoned  La  Havre  and  removed  to  Penob- 
scot. KaziUy  had  brought  with  him  from  France  letters 
patent,  by  which  Nova  Scotia,  according  to  the  limits  then 
recogni8ed,was  divided  between  himself,  and  Charles  the  son 
of  Claude  de  laTonr,  and  Denys.  The  division  of  the  pro- 
vince led  to  disputes  and  bloodahed.  Chamis4  and  De  la  Tour 
were  specially  antagonistic.  Intelligence  of  the  contests 
between  these  rivals  having  reached  France,  the  King  inter- 
fered, assigning  to  each  the  specific  limits  to  which  his 
aath<aity  was  to  be  confined.  This  did  not,  however,  allay 
the  storm.  Charmed  saooeeded,  in  1641,  in  obtaining  from 
France  jiBoyal  Warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  his  rival, 
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which,  however,  he  found  it  impossible  to  effect,  aa  the  forces 
on  both  sides  were  pretty  eijnally  balanced.  Both  parties 
applied  to  the  Bostonians  for  assistance,  hut  De  la  Tour  was 
more  successful  than  his  rival  in  commanding  the  sympathy 
of  that  Protestant  community,  chiefly  onaccoont  of  his  wife, 
a  singularly  excellent,  able  and  energetic  woman,  being  of 
that  persuasion,  combined  with  the  trade  relations  that  sub- 
sisted between  De  la  Tour  and  some  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  the  town. 

In  the  year  1643,  Dela  Tour's  fort  on  the  river  Saint  John 
was  blockaded  by  his  enemy,  when  a  vessel  arrived  contain- 
ing supplies  for  the  garrison,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
emigrants.  Knowing  that  the  vessel  could  not  i)a8s  the 
blockading  squadron,  he  resolved  to  leave,  in  the  meantime, 
the  defence  of  the  fort  to  his  men,  and,  with  his  wife,  to  visit 
Boston,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain  aid.  Great  was  the 
commotion  in  the  town  on  their  arrival.  The  Puritan  divines 
set  themselves  to  the  examination  of  scripture  in  order  to 
find,  if  possible,  a  sanction  for  the  solicited  assistance,  V[hich 
resulted  in  a  nice  balancing  of  opinion,  with  a  slight  prepon- 
derance in  favor  of  Boston! an  popular  inclination.  The  result 
was  permission  being  granted  to  De  la  Tour  to  charter  vessels 
and  engage  men  for  his  purpose. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1643,  the  expodition  sailed,  duly 
arriving  at  the  river  Saint  John,  when  Chamis4  prudently 
took  to  flight,  whether  to  Penobscot  or  Port  Eoyal,  is  histo- 
rically doubtful  .Despairing  of  eon^iueringa  rival  so  active  and 
en:erprising  as  De  la  Tour  without  a  strong  force,  Chamis^ 
went  to  France,  in  order  to  consolidate  his  court  influence, 
and  obtain  the  necessary  assistance.  He  returned,  however, 
without  being  accompanied  by  military  aid.  The  wife  of  De 
la  Tour  at  the  same  time  visited  England,  and  returned  in  a 
vessel  which  she  chartered  for  Saint  John,  but  the  m^ter  of 
the  vessel,  despite  the  remonstrances  of  the  lady,  vrent  up  the 
Saint  Lawrence  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  for  which  breach  of 
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contract  slie,  on  the  arrival  ofthevessel  at  Boston,  recovered 
two  thooBand  pounds  damages,  -with  which  she  purchased 
additional  supplies,  and  returned  to  Saint  John. 

Cbarnis^  hearing  intheepriogof  1645  that  De  la  Tour  waa 
absent,  and  that  his  fort  waa  only  garrisoned  by  fifty  men, 
determined  to  attack  it.  Madame  De  la  Tour,  inspired  with 
heroism  equal  to  that  of  her  husband,  resisted  the  attack 
bravely,  killing  and  wounding  a  considerable  number  of  the 
attacking  force.  Cbamis^  proposed  a  capitulation,  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  villain  having  thus  obtained  entrance,  banged 
all  the  brave  defenders  save  one,  who  was  the  executioner 
of  the  rest,  and  with  cowardly  vindictivenoss  compelled  the 
noble  woman  to  witness,  with  a  halter  round  her  neck, 
the  execution  of  her  courageous  soldiers.  Great  spoil  was 
found  in  the  fort,  which  Charnis6  conveyed  to  Penobscot. 
Madame  de  la  Tour,  broken  in  health  by  the  inhuman 
treatment  she  received,  died  soon  after  this  event.  She  was 
a  heroine  of  the  highest  type,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  her.  * 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  date  at  which 
the  fort  on  the  St.  John  river  fell  into  the  bands  of  Chamis^, 
some  representing  the  event  as  occurring  in  1645,  and 
others  in  1647.  It  is  certain  that  Chamis6  did  not  long 
enjoy  hiB  Anmph,  for  he  died  in  16&0,  leaving  a  record  in 
which  none  of  the  finer  features  of  humanity  are  discernible. 
The  section  of  the  province  in  which  he  resided  for  seven- 
teen years,  and  which  he  governed  for  a  considerable  portion 
of  that  period,  derived  no  benefit  from  his  administration. 
He  was  opposed  to  immigration,  and  not  respected  by  his 
servants,  who  found  him  a  hard  taskmaster. 

After  the  death  of  Chamise,  La  Tour  was  again  in  favor 
at  the  French  court;  for  in  February,  1651,  he  was  made 
Governor  of  the  Province.  In  1663  he  married  the  widow 
of  Chamis4,  his  late  antagonist ;  an  event  which  tended  to 
bring  all  existing  disputes  to  an  amicable  termination.   But 
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La  Tonr  waa  not  destined  to  rule  the  Province  in  security, 
for  Ld  Borgne,  a  merchant  of  Gochelle,  who  had  a  heavy 
claim  against  the  estate  of  Chamie^,  came  out  to  the  Pro- 
vince to  claim,  under  legal  authority,  poaseseion  of  his 
estates.  But  a  more  formidable  enemy  arrived  in  the  year 
1654,  in  the  person  of  Major  Sedgwick,  who  was  ordered  by 
the  marvellously  energetic  Oliver  Cromwell  to  attack  the 
French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  take  possession  of  the 
country.  Sedgwick  accordingly  forcibly  seized  the  forts  of 
Pentagoet,  St.  John  and  Port  Eoyal — Franco  and  England 
being  at  peace — on  the  plea  that  a  certain  sum  of  money 
which  France  had  promised  on  the  cession  of  Nova  Scotia 
had  not  been  paid.  The  truth  is  that  the  G-reat  Protector 
was  indignant  at  the  Crovemment  which  gave  up  British 
territory  in  Xorth  America  to  France,  and  had  determined 
to  wrest  it  from  her  grasp  when  a  plausible  pretext  for 
doing  so  presented  itself,  holding  as  he  did  that  the  country 
waa  the  property  of  England  by  right  of  discovery, 
France  loudly  complained  of  such  hostile  action  in  time  of 
peace,  and  pertinaciously  insisted  on  the  restoration  of  the 
territory;  but  so  impressed  was  Cromwell  with  the 
folly  of  the  cession  that  he  preferred  hazarding  a  war 
to  compliance  with  the  demand  of  restitution ;  and  when 
the  treaty  of  Westminster  was  concluded,  in  16S5,  through 
the  finnness  of  the  Protector,  Nova  Scotia  remained  in 
pOBsession  of  England. 

La  Tour,  after  the  English  had  obtained  the  mastery,  pe- 
titioned Cromwell  for  the  restoration  of  his  property,  basing 
his  clainfi  mainly  on  the  grant  made  by  Sir  William  Alex- 
ander to  his  late  &ther.  The  petition  was  favorablyreceivefi, 
and  letters  patent  granted  by  which  Sir  Charles  SLStephen, 
La  Tour,  Thomas  Temple  and  William  Crowne  were  put  in 
possession  of  all  the  lands  called  Acadia,  and  that  part  of 
the  country  called  Nova  Scotia— Thomas  Temple  being 
appointed  Governor. 
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La  Tout  eeems  to  have  remained  in  quiet  poBseesion  of 
his  property  till  about  1666,  when  he  died.  Contradictory 
«stimat«e  of  Mb  character  have  been  formed.  Mr,  Hali  barton 
mentions  an  act  of  his  life,  on  the  anthority  of  Hnbbard, 
bearing  the  impress  of  falsity  on  the  very  face  of  it,  and  so 
opposed  to  hie  general  character  as  to  be  utterly  incredible. 
After  his  fort  had  been  taken  the  people  of  Boston,  with 
whom  he  was  a  bvorite,  are  Baid  to  have  advanced  him  a 
anm  of  money,  and  i\imi8hed  him  with  a  vessel  to  trade 
with  the  Indians.  "What  return  is  he  represented  as  having 
made?  He  took  forcible  possession  of  the  vessel,  put  on 
shore,  on  an  aninhahit«d  part  of  the  country,  the  English- 
men who  were  in  charge  of  her,  where  they  wandered  for 
fifteen  days  in  the  depth  of  winter  in  a  destitnte  condition. 
Is  it  possible  that  Xia.  Tour,  in  the  days  of  his  adversity, 
conld  have  made  this  return  for  the  kindness  of  the  people 
of  Boston?  He  had  been  brought  up  in  the  Protestant 
faith,  but  became  a  Boman  Catholic — though  a  most  liberal 
one — a  circumstance  which  in  that  age  was  quite  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  malignity  of  religious  bigotry  in  which 
the  grave  charge  probably  originated.  We  cannot  believe 
that  the  man,  who  in  his  youth  resolutely  resisted  parental 
blandishments  and  the  temptation  of  riches  and  honors  to 
swerve  from  fidelity  to  his  king  and  country,  who  hazarded 
his  life  in  the  maintenance  of  his  honor,  and  whose  character 
-otherwise  was  without  a  stain,  could  at  once  have  descended 
to  the  perpetration  of  a  deed  at  which  humanity  shudders, 
and  for  which  even  a  plausible  motive  has  not  been  assigned. 
If  true,  the  deed  wonld  have  been  uDiversally  known  and 
loadly  denounced  in  Boston,  and  as  afi^ecting  the  character 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  colonists,  must  have  reached 
the  acute  ear  of  Cromwell,  who,  if  satisfied  of  the  trutii  of 
the  charge,  would  not  for  a  moment  have  regarded  the  peti- 
tion of  such  a  character,  nor  placed  him  in  a  position  of 
honor  and  influence. 
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After  Cromwell  had  wrested  Nova  Scotia  from  Prance, 
the  English  had  posaesaion  of  the  coaet  from  Cape  Canso 
to  New  England,  white  the  French  retained  the  shore  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  island  of  Cape  Breton.  In 
the  Becood  volumeof  the  "  Josoita'  Helatlone,"  Acadia  is  de- 
scribed as  that  part  of  New  France  which  faces  the  sea,  and 
■  which  extends  from  New  England,  aa  far  as  Gaapd,  till  it 
meets  the  entrance  of  the  great  river  St.  Lawrence ;  this 
differs  essentially  from  the  English  geographical  limita. 
But  into  a  consideration  of  the  disputes  between  the  British 
and  French  Governments  as  to  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  it 
would  be  equally  tedious  and  nnprofitable  in  any  part  of 
this  work  to  en(«r.  The  State  docaments  bearing  on  the 
subject  are  both  numerous  and  voluminous,  the  claims  of 
the  British  to  possession  being  mainly  based  on  early  dis- 
covery, and  those  of  the  French  on  priority  of  settlement. 
The  bounds  for  which  the  English  always  contended  ai-e 
clearly  defined  in  a  map  annexed  to  the  "  Memorials  of  the 
English  and  French  Commissaries  concerning  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,"  published  in  London  in  the  year 
1755,  embracing,  with  the  present  recognized  limits,  th© 
Province  of  New  Brunswick  and  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine.* 

When  the  treaty  of  Westminster  was  concluded,  Crom- 
well adroitly  evaded  the  solicitation  of  France  for  the  restor- 
ation of  the  Province,  proposing  to  refer  the  matter  to  the' 
consideration  of  commissioners;  but  nothing  definite  r»- 
sulted  from  that  proposition.  The  question  was  not  again 
revived  till  the  year  1662,  when  M.  d'Estrades,  then  am- 
bassador in  London  from  the  Court  of  France,  received 
instructions  to  demand  restitution  from  King  Charles  tlio 
Second.    In  consequence  of  this  demand,  commissioners- 


•  The  Tolume  referred  to  is  in  the  Halifax -Library. 
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-were  appointed  to  diBCuee  the  right  of  the  two  Crowns,  in 
the  presence  of  Hib  Majesty,  which  was  done,  bat  no  mea- 
snre  of  St&te  followed.  So  senBitiTely  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  retention  of  Nova  Scotia  were  the  New 
Englandere  that,  on  teaming  the  demand  of  the  French 
king,  they  imn[iediately  transmitted  a  petition  to  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  praying  that  Nova  Scotia 
might  not  be  restored  to  the  French.  By  the  spirited  action 
of  the  people  of  New  England  the  renewal  of  the  fatal 
policy  of  the  Government  of  Charles  was  postponed  till 
1667,  when,  by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  the  folly  of  1632  was 
re-enacted  by  the  restoration  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  Sir  Thomas  Temple 
and  other  British  subjects  who  had  expended  large  snms  of 
money  in  placing  the  forts  in  a  proper  state  of  defence. 
M.  Nonrillon  du  Bonrg  being  commissioned  under  the  great 
seal  of  France,  on  the  twenty-first  of  October,  1668,  to 
receive  Acadia  &om  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  then  Governor, 
delivered  to  him  at  the  same  time  a  letter  from  the  King  of 
England,  dated  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1667,  under 
his  signet,  containing  his  order  for  its  surrender.  But 
Sir  Thomas  declined  to  give  np  the  Province,  on  the  ground 
of  indistinctness  in  the  description  of  the  territory  to  be 
ceded.  The  king,  not  appreciating  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jection, on  the  representation  of  the  French  ambassador, 
sent  final  orders  under  bis  sign  madual  to  Sir  Thomas  to 
restore  all  the  forts  which  he  held,  conformably  with  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Breda.  Further 
resistance  being  impossible,  the  Governor  yielded  to  neces- 
sity, delivering  the  forts  to  the  Chevalier  de  Grand  Fontaine,, 
who  had  been  appointed  French  Governor  of  the  country. 
England  had  retained  possession  of  the  Province  from  the 
period  of  Cromwell's  expedition,  in  1654,  to  1670;  but  a 
radical  defect  in  her  Colonial  policy  was,  that  decided  steps, 
were  not  taken  to  people  the  country,  even  to  a  limited 
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«xt«nt,  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  The  French  iohabitanta 
had  cOQtiiiaed  under  the  rule  of  Cromwell  ia  qoiet  poeees- 
eion  of  their  property,  whilst  there  was  no  aagmentation  of 
the  population  by  Englieh  immigratioQ.  It  seems  almost 
incredible  that  when  the  French  Governor  took  a  census  of 
the  population  in  the  year  1671,  the  entire  body  of 
Europeans  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  souls. 

In  the  year  1674,  the  Government  of  Cape  Breton  was 
made  subordinate  to  that  of  Quebec,  which  was  the  head- 
qnarters  of  the  Commander-in-chief  of  all  New  France. 
France  appointed,  within  seventeen  years  after  the  treaty  of 
Breda,  five  Governors,  all  of  whom  were  an  inferior  order  of 
men,  who  made  it  their  business  to  traffic  with  the  natives 
in  order  to  enrich  themselves,  without  evincing  any  of  the 
higher  qualities  of  their  predecessors.  The  little  progrew 
made  in  colonization  is  proved  by  the  circumstance  that 
when  the  censos  was  again  taken,  in  1686,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  Province,  including  thirty  soldiers,  was 
only  nine  hondred  and  twelve,  which  in  a  short  time  was 
reduced  to  eight  hundred  and  six.  Whilst  Nova  Scotia  was 
suffering  from  the  rapacity  and  misgovemment  of  its 
Governors,  Nicholas  Denys,  who  had  extensive  property  in 
Cape  Breton,  grant«d  by  royal  letters  patent,  and  who  had 
formed  a  high  estimate  of  the  resources  of  the  island,  was 
busily  engaged  in  cultivating  tJie  soil,  and  otherwise  pro- 
moting the  material  interests  of  the  country.  The  coal 
mines  began  at  this  time  to  attract  attention,  as  in  the  year 
167T  a  French  order  was  issued  by  which  Denys  was 
anthorized  to  collect  a  tax  on  all  coal  exported  from  the 
island,  the  tax  being  fixed  at  twenty  sous  for  each  ton. 

In  the  year  1689,  on  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary, 
a  war  broke  out  between  France  and  England,  having  been 
declared  in  England  in  the  month  of  May,  and  in  Boston  in 
December  following.  Anticipating  a  contest,  extensive 
preparations  were  made  both  in  Britain  and  New  England 
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ftr  its  vigorouB  prosecution.  It  was  resolved  to  strike,  if 
possible,  a  decisive  blow  at  French  power  in  North 
America,  and  means  considered  commensurate  with  the 
design  were  adopted.  The  population  of  the  English 
-Colonies  at  t^is  time  was  abont  two  hundred  thousand, 
while  that  of  Canada  was  only  about  nine  thousand,  thus 
^ving  England  an  immense  adrantago  over  France  in  a 
war  to  be  waged  at  so  great  a  distance  fW)m  the  parent 
States.  An  expedition  was  prepared  at  Boston,  whose  ob 
ject  was  to  attack  Port  Royal — Annapolis — of  which  Sir 
William  Fhips  was  appointed  commander.  Fhips  was 
bom  abont  sixty  miles  west  of  Penobscot.  His  father 
was  a  blacksmith,  and  Phips  followed,  in  his  jonth,  the 
bumble  occupation  of  a  shepherd.  He  was  apprenticed  to  a 
carpenter,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  indenture  built  a 
vessel  for  himself,  which  he  navigated.  Hearing  of  a  Spanish 
wreckneartbeBahamalslands,  he  went  thither,  bnt  failed  in 
recovering  the  cargo,  which  consisted  of  bullion  and  coin. 
When  thirty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  by  the  British 
GoTemment  to  make  a  similar  attempt  on  a  Spanish  wreck 
near  Port^e-la-Plata,  in  which  he  likewise  failed.  Five 
years  snbeequently,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  being  then 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  provided  the  means  for  another  at- 
tempt in  the  case  of  the  latter  wreck.  Diligent  search  was 
made  for  the  wreck  at  the  place  where  the  ship  was  said  to 
have  gone  down,  and  further  search  was  about  being 
abandoned,  when  a  sea  feather  was  seen  ttora  one  of  the 
boats.  An  Indian  descending  to  bring  it  np,  discovered 
guns  at  the  bottom  ;  and  on  a  second  descent  broauiht  up  a 
mass  of  silver.  The  good  news  was  at  once  communicated 
to  Captain  Fhips,  who  succeeded  in  recovering  gold,  silver 
and  jewels  to  the  value  of  £300,000  sterling.  For  this  service 
he  was  knighted.  Such  was  the  man  who  took  charge  of 
the  expedition  to  Port  Boyal. 
-The  Bqoadron,  consisting  of  a  frigate  of  forty  guns,  two 
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sloops — one  of  sixteen  and  the  other  of  eight  guns — and 
four  small  vesselst  in  which  a  force  of  screen  hnndred  men 
and  boTS  were  embarked,  left  Boston  on  the  twenty-eigbtb 
of  April,  1690.  M.  de  XeimeTal  was  then  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  residing  at  Port  Eoyal,  and  had  only  a  garrison 
of  eighty-six  men.  The  fort  was  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
the  gnns  not  being  even  placed  in  battery.  On  the  attack' 
ing  squadron  approaching  the  bay,  the  goard  at  the  entrance 
fired  a  mortar,  being  the  pre-concerted  signal  of  approach' 
ing  danger,  and  hastened  in  a  canoe  to  Port  Boyal.  The 
squadron  immediately  entered  the  bay,  and  anchored  a  short 
distance  fW>m  the  fort.  Phips  sent  a  trumpeter  to  summon 
the  garrison  to  sorfender  at  discretion.  Menneval,  knowing 
it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  any  resistance,  despatched 
M.  Petit,  a  priest,  to  Phips,  in  order  to  obtain,  if  possible, 
favorable  conditions.  The  latter  having  no  idea  of  the  de- 
fenceless condition  of  the  fort,  agreed  verbally  to  the  follow- 
ing t«rms :  First,  that  the  Grovemor  and  soldiers  should,  with 
their  arms  and  baggage,  be  sent  to  Quebec ;  second,  that 
the  inhabitants  should  retain  possession  of  their  property ; 
third,  that  they  should  have  the  iree  exercise  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  that  the  Church  should  not  be  injured.  On  the 
keys  being  delivered  to  Phips,  he  was  chagrined  at  tba 
terms  which  bad  been  granted,  and  which  he  regarded  as 
having  been  obtained  on  Mse  pretences.  Some  property 
having  been  taken  by  drunken  soldiers  from  one  of  tlie 
stores,  was  made  the  pretext  for  a  revocation  of  the  oapita- 
lation.  The  Governor  and  soldiers  were  accordingly  made 
prisoners,  including  Messrs.  Petit  and  Trouv^,  ecclesiastics, 
and  conveyed  to  Boston.  Phips,  on  this  occasion,  disgraced 
the  uniform  which  he  wore  by  breaking  bis  word  of  honor, 
of  which,  when  requested  by  H^  Petit  to  put  the  terms  of 
capitulation  in  writing,  he  superciliously  boasted  as  being 
as  good  as  his  bond.  Governor  Uenneval  violated  no  prin- 
ciple of  honor  in  not  iDfomung  Phipsof  tlie  actual  condition. 
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of  the  fort,  and  hence  the  tenns  ehould  have  been  Btrictly 
adh^ted  to. 

Cheered  hy  the  Bncoesf  in  this  instance  of  Fhipa,  the 
New  EnglanderB  lost  no  time  in  sending  him  in  charge  of  a> 
squadron  of  thirty-two  shipe  and  tenders,  having  a  force  of 
two  thousand  fighting  men  on  board,  on  purpose  to  attack 
Quebec.  Phips  left  Boston  on  the  nineteenth  of  August, 
1690,  and  arrived  st  Qnebec  on  the  fifteenth  of  October, 
three  dajs  after  the  Governor  had  received  warning  of  his 
approach,  who  immediately  took  active  measures  fbr  de- 
fence. On  the  nineteenth  Phips  opened  fire  from  his  ships 
on  the  forts,  and  landed  fifteen  hundred  men,  who  having 
to  pass  over  marshy  ground,  which  impeded  their  advance, 
and  being  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  irom  the  French  irregu- 
lars, were  compelled  to  retreat.  On  the  twenty-first  some 
pieces  of  ordnance  were  landed,  and  another  attempt  was 
made  to  advance  to  the  walls,  but  the  force  met  with  such  a 
hot  reception  that  it  hastily  retreated,  leaving  its  gone  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  fleet,  having  sustained  con- 
siderable damage,  without  making  any  marked  impression 
on  the  fbrte,  retired  and  returned  to  Boston.  In  re- 
turning, the  fleet  encountered  a  severe  storm,  in  which 
one  vessel,  with  sixty  persons,  was  wrecked  on  the  ialand  of 
Anticosti;  two  fooodered;  all  hands  pwishingj  and  several 
were  driven  to  the  West  Indies.  All  the  poor  fellows  cast 
on  Anticosti  died  during  the  winter,  exoept  five  who  re- 
tamed  to  Boston  in  a  small  boat  in  the  spring.  One  thou- 
sand men  are  sud  to  have  perished  in  this  ejcpedition. 

A  hud  force  under  General  Winthrop  had  been  prepared 
to  attack  Montreal  at  the  same  time,  but  by  the  gross  mis- 
muugement  o£  the  commissary  it  had  to  return  before 
traversing  a  third  of  the  distance  to  that  ci^. 

The  heroic  ardor  of  the  New  Englanders  was  not  damped 
by  these  signal  reverses.  While  conscious  of  power  to 
accomplish  their  purpose,  indignation  was  excited  by  the 
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barbarities  perpetrated  hj  Indian  hordes,  inspired  and 
directed  by  French  ofiBcers,  on  the  defenceleee  towne  in  the 
interior  of  the  country.  OoebuilQred  men,  cbieflylndians, 
mushed,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  hundreds  of  miles,  and  at 
night  attacked  the  village  of  Scenectady — now  a  f  ourisbing 
manni^tnring  town — and  murdered  the  inhabitants.  Other 
detachments  were  sent  in  various  directions  by  Count 
Prontenac,  the  Governor  of  Quebec,  on  an  equally  bloody 
miseion.  Of  the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  unfortunate 
prisoners,  Belknap,  in  hia  history  of  New  Hampshire,  gives 
harrowing  details,  of  which  a  repetition  here  is  not 
desirable. 

On  a  perusal  of  the  history  of  the  Province,  the  reader  is 
struck  with  the  frequency  with  which  the  country,  or  in 
other  words,  tie  forts,  passed  from  the  French  to  tie 
English,  and  vice  verta.  As  a  rule,  permanent  retention 
was  not  contemplated.  Hence  we  find  that  when  Port 
Itoyal  was  ti^en  by  Phipa,  he  departed  without  leaving  a 
solitary  man  to  defend  it.  A  few  days  after  the  e^cpedidon 
had  left,  the  Chevalier  de  Tillebon,  the  newly  appointed 
French  Governor,  arrived,  and  if  accompanied  by  the  means, 
had  a  favorable  opportunity  of  putting  it  once  more  in  a 
state  of  defence,  and  retunlng  it  as  a  French  stronghold. 
But  Fhips  was  not  for  off,  and  be  therefore  deemed  it 
prudent,  considering  the  small  force  at  his  disposal,  to  re- 
tire to  the  river  St.  John,  where  he  remained  for  some 
years,  destroying  New  England  vessels,  and  organiEing 
schemes  for^the  consolidation  of  French  authority  in  the 
Province.  We  cannot  enter  into  details  as  to  contests 
which  took  place,  with  varying  success,  during  the  seven 
years  of  war  that  intervened  between  the  declaration  of 
1690  and  the  peace  of  Byswick,  in  1697,  when  Nova  Scotia 
was  again  transferred  to  France,  the  ever-remaining  ques- 
tion of  boundaries  being  left  to  the  decision  of  commis- 
sioners who  could  never  agree.     In  the  meantime,  Villebon 
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showed  bis  temper  towards  the  New  Englandera,  hy  baild- 
ing  a  chapel  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  driviog  their 
flshermon  from  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  Viliebon  was 
sncceeded  hy  Br6mllaD,  in  the  year  1700,  and  nq^  only  was 
an  enemy  to  the  ^hermen,  but  actually  afforded  protee- 
tion  to  pirates  who  preyed  on  the  trade  of  Maasachosetts, 
which  inspired  a  degree  of  hostility  in  New  England  that, 
on  the  accession  of  Queen  Anne,  in  1702,  the  declaration  of 
war  which  followed  was  hailed  in  that  colony  with  demon- 
stratioQS  of  joy.  The  New  Englanders  had  a  long  catalogue 
of  grievances  nnredressed,  hostile  attacks  nnrevenged,  and 
were  more  determined  than  ever  to  pat  forth  their  strength 
for  the  expaleion  of  the  French  from  the  Province.  In 
1704  a  preliminary  expedition  was  despatched  by  them  to 
the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  consisting  of  a  ship  of  forty-two 
and  another  of  thirty-two  gnns,  a  nnmber  of  transports  and 
whale-boate,  on  board  of  which  were  npwards  of  five 
handred  men,  nnder  tbe  command  of  Colonel  Ohnrch,  whoee 
instmctiona  were  tov  destroy  settlements,  and,  where  dams 
existed,  to  deluge  the  cultivated  ground,  and  make  aa  many 
prisoners  as  possible.  One  detachment  visited  Minas,  and 
spread  desolation  and  ruin  in  that  fertile  region,  through 
which  Brouillan  passed  on  his  way  to  Annapolis,  represent- 
ing the  people  as  living  like  tme  Eepublicans,  not  ac- 
knowledging royal  or  judicial  authority,  and  aWe  to  spare 
eight  hundred  hogsheads  of  wheat  yearly  for  exportation, 
and  as  being  supplied  with  abandance  of  cattle.  Another 
detachment  went  to  Port  Boyat,  which  they  deemed  it 
prudent  not  to  attack.  Brouillan  having  died  in  1706, 
H,  Subercase  was  appointed  Governor.  In  the  spring  of 
1707  another  expedition  was  sent  from  New  England  to 
attack  Port  Royal.  It  consisted  of  twenty-three  transports 
and  tbe  Province  galley,  convoyed  by  a  man-of-war  of  fifty 
guns,  on  which  were  embarked  two  regiments  of  militia, 
under  Colonels  Wainwright  and  Hilton.    The  expedition 
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MTived  St  the  entrance  to  Fort  Boyal  on  the  sixth  of  June.  A 
landing  was  soon  effected ;  but  Snbercase'B  diBpoaitiona  for  re- 
sistance were  so  able  that  the  EngliBb  fonnd  it  impossible  to 
make  saj  Impression  on  the  defenceB,  and,  after  losing  eighty- 
men,  the  troops  were  re-embarked  and  proceeded  to  Casco 
Bay,  from  which  place  the  commanders  communicated 
with  the  Governor  of  New  England,  and  waited  orders.  The 
f^lnre  of  the  expedition  oansed  great  indignation  in  New 
England,  and  the  Governor  immediately  resolved  to 
strengthen  the  army  with  a  hundred  recruits,  and  to  order 
a  second  attack.  Accordingly  the  expedition  again  sailed 
for  Fort  Boyal,  when  Snbercaae  was  in  a  far  more  formid- 
able poffltion  than  formerly.  After  a  siege  of  fifteen  days, 
in  which  the  English  officers  displayed  nnaccountable  cow- 
ardice, the  ships  retired,  having  lost  sixteen-  men,  whilst 
the  French  had  only  three  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Snbercase  immediately  proceeded  to  strengthen  his  po- 
sition, in  anticipation  of  a  third  attack:  A  boml^proof 
powder  magasne  was  accordingly  constructed,  capable  of 
containing  60,000  pounds  of  powder,  and  the  fbrt  was 
otherwise  improved.  This  Governor,  who  had  formed  a 
high  estimate  of  the  climate,  soil  and  general  resources  of 
the  Frovinoe,  was  one  of  the  ablest  appointed  under  French 
rule.  He  made  urgent  appeals  to  tho  French  Govern- 
ment to  oolonise  the  country  on  a  large  scale,  pointing  out 
the  advantages  that  would  follow ;  but  all  his  suggestions 
were  disregarded,  and  be  had  the  mortification,  notwith- 
standing his  zesl  and  personal  sacrifices  in  the  service  of 
hie  country,  to  receive  leas  ^conra^ment  and  support 
from  the  Home  Government  than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
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Strong  feeling  in  Nova  3cotia  agftiaat  the  French— Francia  Nichol* 
eOD   conujiaDck  an  «xpeditioii   directed  against  Port  Royal- 
Condition  of  the  gairiBon— Capitulation  of  the  fort— The  British 
take  permanent  poeseaaion   of  Port  Royal — Discontent  of  the 
Acadians  nnder  British  rule — Policy  of  Vaudreuil,  Governor  of 
CaDad»— Hiesioo  of  General  Nicholson  to  England— A  formid- 
able expedition  sails  Ibr  Quebeo— Encounters  disaster  in  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  returns  to  England — Britain  gains 
permanent  poeseesion  of  Nora  Scotia  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht — 
General  Nicholson  appointed  governor — Queen  Anne's  letter  to 
him— The  French  resolve  (o  build  a  (brt  at  Louisbonrg — M- 
De  Costabelle  invites  the  Acadians  to  settle  in  Cape  Breton — 
They  decline— H.  De  la  Eonde  Dears— M.  DeBoularderie— Reso- 
lutions of  the  Acadians  to  continue  Uthful  to  the  French  throne 
— They  reflise  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  Biitish  Crown — Letters 
of  Colonel  Vetch  and  Thomas  Caulfleld— General  Phillips  suc- 
ceeds General  Nicholson  as  Governor— Phillips'  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Trade— His  letter  to  Lord  Cartorelr— He  proposes  a 
conference  with  the  Acadians— Paul  Maecarene's  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Trade— Cobequid — Chignec to— Indiana  attack  settle- 
ment at  Canao— The    Governor's  report  on  the  state  of  the 
province. 
Ih  the  year  1710  great  preparatioos  were  made  for  the  con< 
qnest  of  Canada  and  Kova  Scotia.    The  New  Tork  House 
of  Assembly  sent  a  petition  to  Qneen  Anne,  praying  for 
snch  assistance  as  would  expel  the  French  entirely  fWtm  the 
coontry.     Colonel  Yetch  is  said  to  have  inspired  this  ap- 
plication, and  to  have  submitted  to  the  British  Government 
a  plan  of  attack.    Promisee  of  liberal  support  are  said  to 
have  been  made,  which,   however,  the  Grovemmeot  was 
tardy  in  affording.    The  command  of  the  New  England 
fbrces  was  entrusted  to  Francis  Nicholson,  who  was  ap- 
pointed  Governor  of  New  England,  under  Sir  Edmund 
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Androe,  in  the  year  1688,  being  Governor  of  New  York  iiw 
1689,  and  in  the  following  year  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Virginia.  In  1692  he  was  tranafeired  to  the  Grovemment 
of  Maryland,  and  in  1698  sent  back  to  Virginia  aa  Govemor- 
in-Chief,  at  which  time  he  held  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the 
army.  Nicholeon  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  a  confedfliH' 
tion  of  the  British  North  American  Provincee  for  pnrpoeeB 
of  defence,  to  which  the  people  of  Virginia  were  popnlarly 


NichoUon  sailed  ttom  Boston  on  the  eightoentli  of  Sep- 
tember, with  a  fleet  of  about  thirty-six  vesselB,  including 
Ave  transports  from  England;  conveying  a  considerable 
force,  composed  of  troops  supplied  by  Massacbneetts,  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire  and  Bhode  Island,  which 
arrived  at  Port  Boyal  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September. 
Subercase  was  not  in  a  condition  to  resist  so  formidable  a 
force,  heuce  we  find  him  writing  to  the  French  minister 
that  the  garrison  is  dispirited,  and  praying  for  assistance  in 
men  and  money.  The  straits  to'which  he  was  reduced  is 
indicated  by  the  following  passage:  "I  have  had  means," 
he  sayp,  "  by  my  industry  to  borrow  wherewith  to  subsist 
the  garrison  for  tliese  two  years.  I  have  paid  what  I  could 
by  selling  all  mj  moveables.  I  will  give  even  to  ray  last 
shirt,  but  I  fear  that  all  my  pains  will  prove  useless  if  wo 
are  not  succoured  during  the  month  of  March  or  early  in 
April,  supposing  the  enemy  should  lot  us  rest  this  winter." 
But  it  was  far  from  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  let  them 
rest ;  for  three  days  after  the  despatch  of  the  communication, 
in  which  the  passage  quoted  occur  red,  Nicholson  sent  a  sum- 
mons to  the  Governor  requiring  the  immediate  delivery  of 
the  fort  and  in  the  event  ot  non-compliance,  expressing  his 
resolution  to  reduce  it  by  force  of  Her  Majesty's  arms.  No 
reply  having  been  sent  to  the  summons,  Nicholson  prepared 
to  land  his  troops,  to  which  Subercase  offered  no  resistance, 
as  he  could  not  trust  the  garrison  beyond  the  walls  of  tbe 
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fbrt  on  acconnt  of  the  discontent  induced  by  the  universal 
conviction  of  their  inat>ilit7  to  oppose  the  English,  who 
mastered  to  the  nnmber  of  upwards  of  three  thousand,'  ex- 
cloeive  of  seamen,  to  which  force  the  Grovemor  could  not 
oppose  mcve  than  three  hundred  fighting  men.  In  the 
meantime  the  garrison  became  disorganized,  and  many  de- 
sertions took  place,  when  the  Governor,  yielding  tb  neees- 
sit^,  opened  a  communication  with  Nicholson,  with  t&e  view 
to  a  capitulation.  The  articles  were,  in  the  circumstances, 
highly  fevorable  to  the  garrison.  They  provided  that  the 
soldiers  should  march  out  with  their  arms  and  baggage 
drums  beating  and  colors  flying;  that  they  should  be  con- 
veyed to  Sochelle,  and  that  the  inhabitants,  wi&in  three 
miles  of  Fort  Boyal,  should  be  permitted  to  remain  on  their 
lands,  wiUi  their  com,  cattle  and  fbmiture,  for  two  years, 
if  so  disposed,  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain.  The  destitute  condition  of  the 
garrison  was  manifested  by  their  tattered  garments,  and 
absence  of  provisions  necessary  to  sustain  them  even  for  a 
few  days.  In  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  capitulation, 
four  hundred  and  eighty  men  in  all  were  transported  to 
Sochelle,  in  France.  A  garrison,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
marines,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  New  England  volunteers, 
was  left  in  Port  Boyal,  under  Colonel  Vetch,  as  Governor- 
General  Nicholson  returning  to  Boston  with  the  fleet. 

The  English,  sensible  of  the  disastrous  consequences  re- 
sulting from  the  policy  hitherto  adopted  of  abandoning  Port 
Koyal  after  having  taken  repeated  possession  of  it,  had  now 
resolved  to  retain  it  permanently.  The  Acadians  were- 
alarmed  at  the  indications  of  permanent  occupancy  which 
they  witnessed,  and  evinced  a  degree  of  hostility  which 
caused  the  Governor  to  adoptsuch  measures  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  convince  them  that  they  most  act  in  virtae  of  their 
temporary  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown, as  became  ibithAil 
Bubjeets.    The  restraints  imposed  were  galling  to  theFrench, 
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and  they  despatched  a  messenger  with  a  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Canada,  refeiriDg  to  their  general  miBery  under  British 
rale,  and  praying  to  be  Aimished  with  the  means  of  leaving 
a  country  where  they  conld  not  enjoy  abeolnte  freedom,  but 
the  letter  contained  no  apeeifie  chargee.  In  the  hope  of 
regaining  the  fort,  and  impresaed  with  the  importance  in  the 
meantime  of  intenBifjdng  -Indian  hostility  to  English  role,  the 
Canadian  Governor  sent  messengers  to  the  French  misaion- 
ariee  to  exert  their  influence  in  that  direction.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  parties  sent  out  to  out  wood  were  attacked, 
and  that  travelling  beyond  the  fort  was  rendered  dangerous. 
Eighty  men  sent  from  the  gaariaon  on  that  service  were 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  whokilled  about  thirty  of  the  party, 
taking  the  rest  prisoners.  Vandrenil,  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  had  made  preparations  to  assist  in  the  recapture  of 
the  fort,  bat  intelligence  of  a  strong  force  being  in  prepara^ 
tion  to  attack  Canada  prevented  the  accompliahment  of  hia 
purpose. 

General  Nicholson,  on  leaving  Port  Eoyal,  went  to  Eng- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  indacing  the  Government  to  adopt 
measnres  for  the  thorough  conquest  of  Canada,  preparations 
for  that  end  being  in  progress  in  New  England.  His  appeal 
was  cordially  responded  to,  and  a  fleet  of  twelve  line  of 
battle  ships,  with  store  ships  and  transports,  and  having 
eight  regiments  and  a  train  of  artillery  on  board,  the  whole 
commanded  by  Admiral  Walker,  left  England  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  April,  1711,  arriving  in  Boston  on  the  twenty- fifth 
of  June.  This  formidable  force,  which  consisted  of  sixty- 
eight  veeaels  in  all,  having  about  six  thousand  fighting  men 
on  board,  left  Boston  on  the  thirtieth  of  July,  arriving  at 
Gaspe  on  the  eighteenth  of  August,  where  wood  and  water 
■were  taken  in.  They  sailed  thence  on  the  twentieth.  The 
pilots  seem  to  have  been  incompetent,  for  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  Augost  the  ships  got  into  difficulties  in  a  fog,  losing 
in  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence,  near  Egg  Island,  eight  tjuns- 


^d  by  Google 


EXPEDITION  POK  THE   CONQUEST  OP  CANADA.  71 

ports  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty-foor  men.  At  a  conncil 
of  war  it  was  determined  to  abandon  the  enterpriee,  and 
iatolligence  of  the  resolution  Mras  sent  to  General  Nicholson, 
who  had  left  Albany  with  an  army  for  the  purpose  of  attack- 
ing Montreal,  and  who  consequently  had  the  mortification 
of  being  obliged  to  retnm  immediately.  On  the  fourth  of 
September  the  fleet  arrived  at  Spanish  Bay,  and  anchored 
in  firont  of  Lloyd's  cove.  It  is  questionable  if  the  noble 
harbor  of  Sydney  has  ever  since  presented  so  lively  a  spec- 
tacle as  on  this  occasion. 

Admiral  Walker  was  instructed  if  he  succeeded  in  taking 
Qaebec,  to  attack  Placentia  in  Newfoundland,  but  at  a  conncil 
of  war  it  was  declared  impracticable  to  make  any  attempt 
against  that  place,  while  from  the  condition  of  the  strong- 
hold it  could  have  been  easily  taken.  On  his  return,  Walker 
was  the  laughing  stock  of  the  nation.  Literary  squibs  and 
pamphlets  were  showered  upon  him,  and  his  attempts  at  a 
vindication  of  his  conduct  only  rendered  him  the  more 
ridiculous.  He  stood  in  the  estimation  of  the  nation  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  position  as  Sir  John  Cope,  the  commander  of 
the  fbrce  sent  to  attack  Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart  on 
hia  march  from  the  north  of  Scotland  in  174(>,  to  Edinburgh, 
who,  after  having  held  a  council  of  war,  resolved  to  march 
in  the  opposite  direction  from  that  in  which  the  enemy  was 
to  be  found,  and  whose  consummate  folly  or  cowardice  in 
doing  so  is  a  standing  national  joke  for  all  time. 

The  Boven  contests  in  which  France  and  Britain  were 
almost  continually  engaged  required  ocoaaional  ln«athing 
time.  Hence,  notwithstanding  the  series  of  brilliant  vic- 
tories gained  by  Marlborough,  the  war  had  become  unpopu- 
lar, and  the  governmental  policy  had  to  be  assimilated  to 
the  national  will.  France  was  equally  desirous  of  peace, 
and  no  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  coming  to  terms. 
In  the  preparation  of  previous  treaties,  France  had  sne- 
ceeded  in  making  the  cession  to  her  of  any  portion  of  North 
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American  territory  wrostdd  fh>m  her  a  flindamental  condi- 
tion of  agreement.  Great  Britain  had  hitherto  Bhowa  a 
degree  of  pliability,  in  yielding  to  the  desire  of  her  great 
opponent  in  this  matter,  which  seems  unaccountable,  and 
certainly  incompatible  with  British  interests ;  but  the  repro- 
sentations  of  the  New  Englanders  as  to  the  impohcy  of  sach 
procedure  were  so  urgent  and  unanswerable,  that  the  Govem- 
ment  had  xesolved  that  the  period  of  racillation  was  past 
and  that  the  exercise  of  firmness  in  the  permanent  retention 
of  Mova  Scotia  was  necessary.  Hence,  in  the  celebrated 
treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713,  it  was  provided  that  all  Nova 
Scotia  or  Acadia  should  be  yielded  and  made  over  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britun  and  to  her  crown  for  ever,  together 
with  Newfoundland,  France  retuning  possession  of  Cape 
Breton. 

General  Nicholson,  having  been  appointed  Governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  1714,  as  well  as  Commander-in-Chief,  Queen 
Anne  addressed  a  graceful  letter  to  him,  dated  the  twenty- 
third  of  June,  1713,  in  which,  after  alluding  to  her  "  good 
brother,"  the  French  King,  having  released  Arom  imprison- 
ment on  boai'd  his  galleys  such  of  his  subjects  as  were 
detained  there  profeeeing  the  Protestant  religion,  she  desired 
to  shew  her  appreciation  of  His  Hajesty's  compliance  with 
her  wishes,  by  ordering  that  all  Frenchmen  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Newfoundland,  who  should  desire  to  remain,  should  be 
permitted  to  retain  their  property  and  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
leges of  British  subjects,  and  if  they  chose  to  remove  else- 
where, they  were  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  their  property  by 
sale  ere  they  departed.*  The  period  during  which  such 
removal  could  be  effected  was  limited,  by  the  fourteenth 
article  of  the  treaty,  to  one  year;  and  it  was  also  provided 
that  those  who  continued  British  subjects  were  to  enjoy  the 
ft-ee  exercise  of  their  religion,  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
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Church  of  Some.*  It  ia  of  importance  here  to  obBerre  that 
the  treaty  did  Dot  enjoin  the  administration  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  ench  of  the  Acadiane  as  remained,  yet  their 
willingnees  to  take  such  oath,  when 'required,  was  clearly 
implied  as  a  condition  of  their  recognition  as  British  subjects, 
and  it  ia  morever  to  be  borne  in  mind,  as  having  an  important 
bearing  on  a  Bubeeqnent  portion  of  the  narrative,  that,  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  capitulation  of  Port  Boyal  to  General 
Hicholson,  in  the  year  ITOO,  the  French  inhabitants  who 
were  permitted  to  remain  on  their  estates  for  two  yearSf 
in  case  they  should  not  he  desiroos  of  leaving  before  the 
expiration  of  that  period,  were  required  "  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  Her  Sacred  Majesty  of  Great 
Britain." 

The  French,  being  now  in  indisputable  possession  of  Cape 
Srcton,  and  justly  attaching  great  importance  to  that  beau- 
tifol  island,  as  presenting  a  base  of  protection  to  the  Korth 
American  fisheries — which  were  not  deemed  of  equal  value 
by  theBritJeh  on  account  of  the  wide  range  of  fishing  ground 
accessible  to  them  elsewhere— as  well  as  to  their  property 
on  ,th6  St.  Lawrence,  they  began  to  look  for  a  harbor  that 
might  be  rendered  impregnable — the  importance  of  such  a 
stronghold  having  been  pointed  out  in  170S,  in  an  able  report 
by  M.  Bandot,  Intendant  of  Justice  in  Canada.  Aiter  a 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  advantages  offered  by  various 
harbors,  that  of  Havre  i.  I'Anglois — Louisbourg — was 
regarded  as  the  most  eligible. 

Meanwhile,  the  Acadians,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Kew- 
fonndland,  were  pressed  by  the  French  Governor  of  Loais- 
bourg,  H.  de  Coetabelle,  to  remove  to  Cape  Breton,  which  the 
^reat  body  of  the  latter  did.  The  Acadians,  however,  could 
not  appreciate  the  advantages  to  bo  gained  in  removing  from 
tbo  fertile  meadows  of  the  Annapolis  valley  to  a  soil  which, 
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however  excellent,  reqnired  mnch  labor  to  render  ft  fit  for 
coltivation.  It  appears  that  they  sent  a  depatation  to- 
examine  the  island  and  report  as  to  ite  adaptability  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  for  one  of  their  misBionaries,  addressing 
M.  de  Costabelle,  the  Governor,  says  that,fi-om  the  visit  made, 
they  were  satisfied  there  were  no  lands  in  Cape  Breton  enit- 
able  for  the  immediate  maintenance  of  their  families,  since 
there  were  not  meadows  sufficient  to  nonriah  their  cattle, 
from  which  they  derived  thwr  principal  support.  He,  at 
t))e  same  timo,  represents  the  Indians — who  had  been  also 
desired  to  remove — as  being  of  opinion  that,  living  as  they 
did,  by  the  chase,  the  island  was  quite  insufficient  for  that 
purpose,  as  well  as  from  its  narrow  limits,  equally  unfitted 
for  the  exerciee  of  their  natural  freedom.  But  whilst  declin- 
ing to  leave  Nova  Scotia,  the  Acadians  expressed  a  firm 
determination  to  continno  loyal  to  the  King  of  France, 
affirming  that  they  would  never  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  England,  to  the  prejudice  of  what  they  owed 
to  their  King,  their  country,  and  their  religion,  and  intimat- 
ing their  resolution  in  the  event  of  any  attempt  to  make 
them  swerve  from  their  fidelity  to  France,  or  to  interfere 
with  the  exercise  "of  their  religion,  to  leave  the  country  and 
betake  themselves  to  Cape  Breton,  then  called  the  Isle 
Itoyale.* 

M.  de  la  Sonde  Denys  was  a  grandson  of  Nicholas  Denys, 
to  whom  a  grant  of  the  island  had  been  made,  and  who  had 
a  high  opinion  of  its  resources,  and  did  what  lay  in  his  ' 
power  to  develope  them.  Being  an  officer  connected  with 
the  French  force  in  Newfoundland,  young  Denys  removed 
to  Louisboorg,  and  it  is  refreshing  to  note  his  appreciation 
of  the  capabilities  of  the  island,  as  described  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  French  Minister,  asking  for  certain  grants  of 
land  with  a  view  to  colonisation.  He  tells  the  Minister  that 
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in  MassachuBotts  there  are  fifteen  huadred  vessels  built 
yearly,  and  there  are  no  obstacles  to  the  siune  thing  being 
done  ia  Cape  Breton,  as  it  is  deficient  neither  in  ^rood,  coal 
nor  masting,  and  that  even  hemp  can  be  grown  there  to 
make  cordage  and  Bails. 

It  was  abont  this  time  that  another  French  officer  con- 
nected -with  the  nary,  M.  de  la  Bonlardrie,  who  had  greatly 
distingniahed  himself  in  the  defence  of  Port  Boyal  in  1708, 
obtained  the  beantif\il  island  which  now  bears  his  name. 

The  sincerity  of  the  resolution  formed  by  ^e  Acadians, 
to  continue  fitithful  to  the  French  King,  was  soon  tested  on 
the  arriyal  of  Crovemor  Nicholson,  as  he  required  them  to 
swear  allegiance,  as  impliod  in  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  when  they  unanimously  reftised  to  do  so,  pre- 
ferring to  leave  the  country.  It  appears  fi-om  a  copy  of  a 
letter  in  the  State  paper  office,  London,  from  11.  de  Poat- 
'  chartrain.  Minister  of  Marine  at  Paris,  to  H.  D'lberviUei. 
the  French  Ambassador  in  London,  dated  tbe  seventh  of 
November,  1714,  that  two  officers  were  sent  to  Kova 
Scotia  from  Cape  Breton  for  the  purpose  of  asking  permis- 
sion for  the  inhabitantB  to  remove  to  that  island,  such  per- 
mission being  now  necessary,  as  the  stipnlated  period  within 
which  it  could  otherwise  take  place  had  expired.  The 
French  Ambassador  having  banded  M.  Pont«hartrain'B  letter 
to  liOid  Townsend,  it  was  sent  by  his  l(»dship  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  immediately  forwarded  a  copy  to  Colonel 
Vetch,  then  in  liondon,  who  had  commanded  the  garrison 
of  Annapolis,  asking  him  to  report  on  the  expediency  of 
permitting  the  French  inhabitants  to  remove  fVom  the  Pro- 
vince. The  r^ly  of  Colonel  Vetch  is  dated  twenly-foartb 
November,  1714,  and  throws  considerable  light  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  Acadians  at  this  peiiod.  The  Colonel  says 
that  the  number  of  French  fitmilies  "  in  the  countries  of 
L'Accady  and  Nova  Scotia,"  according  to  data  obtained  by 
him  after  three  years' residence  in  the  country ,  was  five  hun* 
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dred,  which,  at  the  rate  of  five  to  each  family,  made  alto- 
jrether  a  popalatios  of  two  thonaand  five  hundred  souls.  In 
answer  to  the  question  embodied  in  the  communication  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  ae  to  how  many  might  be  expected  to 
leave  in  the  event  of  permission  being  granted,  he  asserts 
that  the  whole  of  the  population,  with  the  exception  of  two 
families  who  had  lived  formerly  in  New  England,  had  come 
under  a  -written  obligation  to  remain.  He  estimates  the 
population  of  Cape  Breton  at  this  time  about  the  same  as 
that  of  Nova  Scotia,  not  including  the  garrison,  consisting 
of  seven  companies — the  number  having  been  recently 
augmented  by  emigration  from  Newfoundland.  He  strong- 
ly- deprecates  permission  to  remove,  on  the  ground  that  the 
country  would  be  left  destitute  of  'inhabitants — these  being 
all  French,  except  the  garrison  at  Annapolis — ^that  the 
French  would  be  greatly  strengthened  in  Cape  Breton  for 
aggressive  purposes,  and  since  many  of  them  had  inter- 
married with  the  Indians,  the  whole  trade  in  peltry  would 
be  transferred  to  the  island.  He  estimates  the  number  of 
cattle  that  the  French  would  take  with  them  at  five  thousand, 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  sheep  and  hogs.  He  also 
.says  that  if  the  French  had  been  left  to  the  fi-eedom  of  their 
own  will  they  would  have  desired  to  remain,  but  "  that  they 
were  importuned,  and  threatened  by  the  French  officers  to  be 
treated  as  rebels  unless  they  removed."  The  consequences 
that  would  ibllow  the  departure  of  the  inhabitants,  as  forcibly 
described  by  Colonel  Vetch,  seem  to  have  induced  the  British 
Government  to  delay  insisting  on  the  administration  of  the 
oath,  whilst  the  disinclination  of  the  people  to  depart,  if  not 
pressed  to  swear  allegiance,  inclined  the  French  authorities 
to  be  less  peremptory  in  their  demand,  thinking  probably 
that  whilst  the  people  were  in  a  state  of  practical  neutral- 
ity, they  would  continue  attached  to  French  interests,  wid 
might,  in  the  event  of  war,  be  rendered  more  formidable, 
with  their  Indian  allies,  in  assisting  to  wrest  the  country 
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from  the  English,  than  if  they  were  resident  in  the  IbIb 
Royale. 

Sach  Appears  to  be  the  key  to  the  vacillating  policy  of 
the  English  and  French  Govemmente  at  this  period,  in 
reference  to  the  Acadians.  The  temper  of  the  French 
inhabitants  at  this  time  towards  English  rule,  is  indicated 
incidentally  in  the  instractiona  given  by  the  Grovemor  of 
Annapolis  to  tie  offlcers  appointed  to  proclaim  George  the 
First,  on  his  ascension  to  the  throne  in  1714,  after  the  death 
of  Queen  Anne,  where  they  are  enjoined  to  inform  them- 
sehes  as  they  visit  the  porta  of  Shetnecto,  Elver  St,  John, 
Pasmacody,  and  Penobscot,  "  how  the  inhabitants  stand 
affected  to  the  English  Crown,  the  nature  of  their  occupa- 
tions, and  the  reasons  why  they  do  not,  as  usual,  come  into 
these  parts  and  vend  their  commodities."  The  instructions 
also  required  theoaths  of  allegiance  "to  be  tendered  to  such 
as  were  willing  to  take  them  in  the  form  prescribed."  Here 
there  is  not  a  word  of  threatened  compulsion  in  case  of  non- 
compliance. Prom  a  letter  from  Thomas  Caulfield-^who  was 
Lientenant-Govemor  of  Annapolis,  under  General  Nicholson, 
from  1714  to  1717— to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  which  he  had 
enclosed  the  report  of  the  offlcers  sent  to  proclaim  King 
George,  and  tender  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  he  says,  the 
inhabitants,  as  anticipated  by  Colonel  Vetch,  "  had  refused 
the  oaths,"  and  asks  for  instructions  as  to  how  they  were  to 
be  treated.  It  appears  that,  by  a  eubseqnent  letter  from  the 
Lieutenant>Oovemor,  that  a  number  of  the  French  who  had 
removed  to  the  island  of  St.  John — ^Prince  Edward  Island — 
had  not  liked  the  ohango,  and  returned  to  the  Peninsula, 
Caulfield  also  dilates  on  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
allowing  the  French  to  remain  in  the  country,  or  in  other 
words,  on  the  inexpediency  of  forcing  the  oath  upon  them; 
assigning,  aa  one  reason,  that  when  the  present  generation 
passed  away,  that  which  succeeded  it  would  probably  be 
loyal  to  the  British  Crown.  He  accounts  for  the  attachment 
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of  the  Indianfi  to  tlie  French  by  'Stating  that  they  have 
established  Btoree  for  snpptjing  the  natives  with  goods  in 
ezohange  for  flirs  and  feathers,  and  urges  the  adoption  of 
similar  raeaos  by  the  JB&glish  Government. 

General  Sichard  Fhillipe  was  appointed  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  as  the  successor  of  General  Nicholson,  in  August, 
171?,  and  John  Doucet  succeeded  Thomas  Caulfleld  as  Lieu* 
tenant-Governor  of  Annapolis.  Phillips,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  dated  Boston,  the  third  of  January,  1719, 
complains  of  the  Boman  Catholic  priests  as  endeavoring,  in 
their  sermons,  by  fierce  invectives,  to  i-ender  British  rule 
odious — P6re  Vincent  and  Felix  having  particularly  distin- 
guished themselves  as  enemies  to  British  interests,  assuming 
the  functions  of  governors  of  Minas  and  Chegnecto.  The 
French  he  represents  as  having  groivn  particularly  insolent, 
revising  either  to  swear  allegiance  or  to  leave  the  country. 
He  hopes  on  his  arrival  in  the  province  to  induce  the  people, 
by  &ir  means,  to  change  their  tactics ;  but  he  recommends  a 
reinforcement  of  troops  as  the  best  remedy  for  the  evil — the 
present  garrison  at  Annapolia  being  utterly  inadequate  for 
the  represeion  of  a  re&actory  and  rebellious  spirit.  He  saj^ 
that  in  the  neighboring  settlement  there  are  four  hundred 
families  to  which  a  large  accession  may  be  expected  in  a  few 
years,  and  urges,  therefore,  tbis  as  the  time  to  deal  reso- 
lutely witli  the  inhabitanta  In  the  archives  we  also  find  an 
interesting  document  addressed  to  Lord  Carteret,  His  Mt^jes- 
ty*B  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  Phillips  repre- 
sents the  Acadians  as  "settlers  on  a  fertile  soil,  raising  a 
great  store  of  com  and  cattle,  vad  trafRcking  in  fiire  at  plea- 
sure with  the  neighboring  French  colonies  at  Gape  Breton 
and  the  Island  of  St.  John,  yet  refusing  supplies  to  the 
garrison  in  the  greatest  necessities."  He  accuses  the  French 
"  of  inciting  the  Indians  to  robbery  and  murder,  to  the 
destruction  of  trade  and  hindrance  of  settling  the  country," 
and  finally  expresses  his  conviction  that  they  only  wMt  a 
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Vaptnre  between  the  two  Crowns  to  become  open  rebels  for 
the  eetabliBbment  of  their  former  goTemment. 

Governor  Phillips  arrived  at  Annapolis  in  the  year  1120, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  held  a  council,  at  which  it  was 
resolved  to  send  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
river  ordering  them  to  choose  six  persons  to  represent  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  with  the  view  to  a  conference 
with  the  Conncil  on  the  subject  of  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
On  the  fourth  of  May  the  representatives  appeared  before 
the  Gioveroor,  bnt  two  of  them  not  having  the  necessary 
property  qualification  were  considered  ineligible,  and  an 
order  was  issued  for  the  appointment  of  others  in  their 
place. 

Meuiwhile  the  Acadians  despatched  a  letter  to  M.  St.  Ovide 
de  Bronillan,  who  succeeded  TA.  de  Gostabelle  as  governor 
of  Cape  Breton  about  the  year  1720,  asking  his  advice  in 
the  present  emergency.  They  say  that  to  the  present  time 
they  have  preserved  the  purest  sentiments  of  fidelity  to 
their  invincible  monarch,  intimating  the  arrival  of  Governor 
Phillips  who  insists  on  their  taking  the  oath,  or  if  they  de- 
ternune  to  leave  the  country  they  must  do  so  within  four 
months,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  take  anypart  of  their  per- 
sonal property  except  two  sheep  fbr  each  family.  In  order  to 
prepare  fbr  their  departure  they  had  begun  to  make  a  road 
to  lOnas  by  which  to  drive  their  cattle,  but  the  (lovernor 
stopped  the  work  tyy  proclamation.  Alarmed  at  this  step 
of  the  Governor,  deputies  arrived  from  the  inhabitants 
promising  submission.  In  giving  an  account  of  tli one  trans- 
actions to  the  Home  Government,  the  Governor  says  that  the 
Acadians  pay  rent  for  their  lauds  regularly  to  lords  of  manors 
at  Cape  Breton  ;  than  which  there  could  not  certainly  be  a 
more  flagrant  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  About 
this  time  some  communications  passed  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  Cape  Breton  and  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  which  the 
latter  gives  details  us  to  the  kindness  and  leniency  with 
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-which  the  BritiBh  Govenunent  had  hitlierto  treated  his 
Majesty's  French  subjects,  and  intimates  that  the  time  has 
come  when  they  must  either  leave  or  tiike  the  oath. 

We  are  now  dealing  with  the  events  of  the  year  1T20,  in 
which  Pant  Mascarene — who  subeeqaently  became  Gover- 
nor of  the  Province— prepared  a  description  of  Nova  Scotia 
for  the  Board  ofTrade,  which  presents  a  faithfiil  accotmt  of 
its  condition  at  the  period  to  which  it  relates,  and  which 
Governor  Phillips  in  the  commnnication  sent  with  it  describes 
"  as  the  most  exact  and  perfect  account  of  the  Province 
which  has  been  given."  After  describing  the  bocndariee  of 
the  Province,  respecting  which  the  British  and  French 
Governments  coald  never  agree,  and  which  extended  ac- 
cording  to  British  notions  from  the  limits  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachnsetto  Bay  in  Xew  England,  or  Eennebeck 
river,  about  the  forty-fourth  degree  of  North  latitude,  to 
Cape  Hosiers,  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  Biver 
St.  Lawrence,  in  the  same  latitude — its  breadth  extending 
from  the  easter-moet  part  of  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  to 
the  south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  out  of  which  tract  the 
French  had  yielded  to  them  the  islands  situated  in  the  gulf  and 
at  the  month  of  the  river — the  writer  describes  the  quality 
of  the  soil,  and  the  kinds  of  wood  in  which  the  country 
abounds.  The  copper  mines  of  Capo  Dore  had  been  worked 
several  times,  but  the  great  expense  had  discouraged  the 
undertakers.  There  were  good  coal  mines  at  Chegnecto,  and 
at  the  St.  John  river  abundance  of  white  marble,  which 
burned  into  good  lime. 

At  this  time  there  were  five  considerable  settlements  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  die  inhabitants  of  which 
were  French  and  Indians,  and  of  which  one  thousand  were 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  The  tbrt  is  represented  as  situated 
about  two  leagues  above  Goat  Island,  on  a  piece  of  rising 
sandy  ground,  on  the  south  side  of  the  nvcr,  at  a  point  form- 
ed by  the  British  river,  and  another  small  one  called  Jenny 
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river.  The  lower  town  liea  along  the  first  and  is  commanded 
1^  the  fort,  and  the  npper  town  stretches  in  scattered  houses 
a  mile  and  a  half  soath-eaet  from  the  fort,  on  the  rising 
ground  between  the  two  rivers.  Prom  the  rising  ground  to 
the  banks  of  each  river,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  smaller 
one,  lie  large  meadows  which  formerly  were  protected  from 
the  water  and  produced  good  grain  and  sweet  grass,  but  the 
"  dykes  "  being  broken  down,  they  are  overflowed  at  every 
spring  tide  to  five  leagues  above  the  fort.  On  both  sides  of 
the  British  river  are  fine  &rms  inhabited  by  abont  two  hun- 
,  dred  famllies-the  river  not  being  navigable  more  than  two 
leagues  above  the  fort  by  any  other  than  small  boats.  The 
banksofthe  river  are  very  pleasant  and  frnitAil,  and  produce 
wheatj  Tje  and  other  grain,  also  puUe,  garden  rootB,  and 
splendid  cabbages.  Here  abound  cattle  and  fowl,  and  Masco- 
rene  adds  that  if  the  several  good  tracts  of  land  along  this 
river  were  well  improved  they  would  serve  for  a  much 
greater  number  of  inhabitants. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants  was  farming,  and 
their  spare  time  they  occupied  in  the  chase — many  of  the 
yonng  men  being  engaged  in  summer  in  fishing. 

"  Manis,"  says  the  writer — called  by  the  French  Les  Mines 
— "  has  its  name  from  the  copper  mines  which  are  said  to  be 
about  it,  especially  at  one  of  the  Capes  which  divides  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  and  is  called  Cap  des  Mines,  or  Cape  Dor^. 
This  town  lies  thirty  leagues  by  seaand  about  twenty- two  by 
land,  east  north-east  from  Annapolis  Royal,  on  the  same 
side  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  ;  the  harbour  there  is  very  wild 
and  insecure.  The  vessels  trading  there,  which  seldom 
exceed  forty  or  fifty  tons,  take  the  opportunity  of  the  tide 
which  commonly  rises  nine  or  ten  fathoms,  and  run  up  a 
creek  to  the  town,  where  when  the  tide  leaves  them  they  lie 
dry  on  a  bank  of  mud  which  stretches  five  or  six  miles  before 
it  meets  with  low  water  mark.  The  houses,  which  compose 
a  kind  of  scattered  town,  lie  on  a  rising  ground  along  two 
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creeka  which  run  betwixt  them  and  the  meadow,  which  is 
thaB  formed  into  akindofpenineulft  which  has  a  great  store 
of  cattle  and  other  conveniences.  The  inhabitants  here  aro 
more  nameroua  than  those  of  the  British  riTer." 

Cobeqnid,  Truro  and  Onslow  and  the  snrronnding  conn- 
try  had  at  this  time  about  fifty  French  fomiliee  in  comfort- 
able circamstancoB. 

Chegnecto  is  described  aa  situated  on  the  weatermost 
branch  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  almost  &t  the  upper  end  of  it— 
the  inhabitants  consisting  of  seventy  or  eighty  &miliefi. 
This  regi<»i  abounded  in  cattle  more  than  any  other,  and  there 
was  a  brisk  trade  carried  on  between  it  and  Cape  Breton. 

In  August,  IY20,  the  Indians  attacked,  during  the  dead  of 
night,  the  English  fishermen  at  Canso,  killing  three  or  four 
of  them,  and  robbing  them  of  ]m)perty  to  the  value  of 
about  £20,000  currency.  In  this  attack  they  were  assisted 
by  the  French,  who  carried  off  a  large  quantity  of  fish,  a  por 
tion  of  which  was  recovered  through  the  energy  of  the  master 
of  a  sloop  which  had  entered  the  harbor,  and  who  had  bra- 
vely volunteered  his  services.  Application  was  made  to  the 
Governor  of  Cape  Breton  for  redress,  but  in  vain.  He  con- 
tended that  as  the  Indians  were  not  French  Butgects  no  just 
claim  could  be  preferred.  Some  of  the  Indians  engaged  in 
the  robbery  found,  on  their  return  to  Minas,  a  trading  vessel 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  John  Alden,  which,  in  presence  of  the 
French  inhabitants,  they  plundered  with  impunity. 

These  daring  outrages  led  the  Governor  and  Council  to- 
assemble  in  September,  1720,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
as  to  the  state  of  the  country,  aod  reporting  to  the  Home 
Qovemment.  In  their  statement  they  say  the  French  still 
ref\ise  tbooath;  that  they  continue  to  bnild  houses,  and  make 
other  improvements  which  show  they  have  no  present  inten- 
tion of  leaving  the  country ;  that  British  authority  is  despised 
beyond  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  that  the  inhabitants  disregard 
orders  tending  to  promote  Hia  U^eaty's  service.    As  a 
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remedy  for  the  evil  the  Homo  Government  are  recommended 
to  send  a  enfSciezit  force  to  keep  them  in  subjection,  and 
infiiire  obedience.  The  Board  of  Trade  replies  to  the  effect 
that  the  only  conree  seems  to  be  the  removal  of  the  French 
&om  the  Province,  bat  the  Council  are  instracted  to  take 
no  action  in  that  direction  without  positive  orders  from  His 
Majeety. 
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Lawrence  Armstrong   sppointed  OoTernor — Hia  death — Return  or 
Oenenl  Phillips—He  retiree  to  England— Succeeded  bj  Paul 
Maecarine— Hie  life  and  admin ietration — Hie  despatch  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale— War  declared  between  France  and  Gr^t 
BritaiD— The  French  besiege  Port  Royal  and  retire— Fortress  of 
Loniabourg— Its  extent  and  position— Proposal  to  attack  it— 
Oovemor    Shirley    of    Masaachneetts    raises    an    expedition, 
commanded   by   William  Pepperell— The  co-operation  of  the 
fleet — Landing  of  the  troops — The  siege — The  capitulation— Re- 
joicings in  New  England— Capture  of  French  priies— Mortality 
among  the   troope — The  French  take   neaeurea  to  recapture 
Louisbourg — Duke  D'Anville'e  expedition — Partial  deetruotion  of 
the  fleet— Arrival  at  Hali&x— Death  of  D'Anrilte— Death  of 
Admiral  D'Eetoumelle— Return  of  the  fleet  to  France — Goremor 
Mascarine's  policy  towards  the  Acadiana — Failure  of  U.  Marin'a 
expedition— De  Ramazay  captures  Grand  Pr6 — Treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle— Reetoration  of  Cape  Breton  to  France. 
General  Phillips  having  gone  to  England  in  1722,  Law- 
rence Armstrong,  who  had  been  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  the  general,  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  Province  in  1721,  wliich  he  retained  till  1739.    He 
had  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  first  conncil  at  Anna- 
polis by  Governor  Phillips,  in  1720.    He  seems  to  have  been 
of  a  remarkably  sensitive  temperament,  and  to  have  brooded 
over  the  difficulties  of  his  position  to  snch  a  degree  that  his 
mind  became  affected.    He  committed  suicide  on  Thursday, 
the  sixth  of  December,  1739,  being  found  dead  in  his  bed, 
with  five  wounds  in  his  breast,  and  his  sword  by  his  aide. 

Governor  Armstrong,  like  hia  predecessors,  had  endeavor- 
ed to  induce  the  French  to  take  the  oath,  which  they,  aa  usual, 
refused  to  do,  unless  a  clause  were  inserted  by  which  they 
were  absolved  from  bearing  arms.      By  the  advice  of  his 
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coancil,  the  governor  Bofarcomplied  as  to  have  it  written  on 
the  margin  of  the  French  translation  of  the  declaration, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  AnnapoliB  and  the  neighborhood 
accordingly  signed. 

General  Phillips  returned  to  Annapolis  about  the  close  of 
1728,  for  he  addressed  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle  on  the  third 
of  January,  1729,  stating  that  he  had  got  all  the  people  of 
the  settlement  on  the  Biver  Annapolis  to  take  the  oath 
nncondilioQally,  this  being  the  first  instance  in  which  it  was 
so  administered.  When  the  ice  breaks  tip  he  is  to  visit  the 
other  settlements,  and  is  sanguine  of  obtaining  the  submission 
of  the  entire  population.  In  a  communication  to  tho  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  of  date  second  September,  lT30,h6  intimates 
the  successful  completion  of  the  good  work.  The  General 
returned  again  to  England  in  the  year  1731.  He  continued 
nominally  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  receiving  half  the  salary 
attached  to  the  office,  and  paying  General  Armstrong,  who 
actodfor  him  in  Annapolis,  the  other  half.  On  the  death  of 
Armstrong,  Phillips,  in  ordor  to  save  his  pay,  requested  that 
the  office  of  Lientenant  Governor  should  not  be  continued, 
but  that  the  governors  of  the  fort  should  administer  the 
government  of  the  Province,  which  they  did  without  addition- 
al pay — General  Phillips  being  allowed  to  remain  in  England 
and  receive  the  whole  salary  of  governor  till  1749,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  GomwalUs.  Phillips  lived  till  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Governor  Armstrong  was  succeeded  in  1740  by  Paul 
Mascarene.  He  was  bom  in  Castras,  in  the  south  of  France, 
in  the  year  1684.  His  fother,  who  was  a  Huguenot,  having 
been  compelled  to  fly  {h>m  France  at  the  revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Nantes,  young  Itfascarene  fell  to  the  charge  of  hia 
grandmother.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  went  to  Geneva, 
where  he  was  educated,  and  alterwords  went  to  England, 
where  he  was  naturalized  in  1706.  Two  years  afterwards,  he 
received  the  appointment  of  second  Lieutenant  in  Lord 
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Jllontaguee  regiment,  then  doing  duty  at  Portemoutli.  In 
1710  lie  obtain^  his  coomiissioii  as  Captain  from  Queen 
Anne,  and  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  proceed 
to  America,  where  he  joined  the  regiment  raised  in  l^ew 
England  for  the  taking  of  Fort  Boyal.  He  there  oommanded 
the  Grenadiers  of  Colonel  "Walter's  regiment,  and  was  the 
officer  who  took  formal  poseeBsion  of  the  fort  in  mounting 
the  first  Guard.  * 

Maacarene  was  one  of  the  ablest  administrators  the 
Province  ever  had.  Hedid  not  regard  it  beneath  hie  dignity 
to  correspond  with  M.  Jean  Desendaves,  a  Bom  an 
Catholic  ecclesiastic,  who  came  from  France  to  Canada  in 
1728,  and  who  bad  been  parish  priest  at  Annapolis  for  many 
years,  on  the  line  by  which  the  secular  and  sacred  functions 
ought  to  be  separated — one  of  tJlie  characteristics  of  his 
administration  being  the  friendly  correspondence  in  which 
he  freely  engaged  with  the  Soman  Catholic  clergy,  whose 
influence  over  the  Acadians  was  so  dominant.  His  letters 
are  marked  by  moderation,  decision,  and  sound  judgment. 

In  a  despatch,  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Decern- 
ber,  1743,  the  Governor  reviews  the  condition  of  the 
Province,  in  expectation  of  a  rupture  with  France.  He 
intimates  plainly  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  no  dependence  can 
be  pnt  on  the  French  population,  and  that  the  two  strong- 
holds in  the  Province — one  at  Annapolis  and  the  other  at 
Canso— are  not  in  a  condition  to  stand  a  vigorous  siege. 

War  had  been  declared  by  Great  Britain  against  France 
on  the  ninth  of  April,  17J4,  of  which  early  intelligence  had 
reached  Louisbourg,  which  led  to  hostile  action  on  the  part 
of  the  French  in  Kortb  America  before  the  English  colonies 
had  been  informed  of  the  fact.  In  Uay,  a  galley  from  Massa- 
chusetts arrived  at  Annapolis,  conveying  the  news.  New 
England  workmen  were  atthistimebnsy  in  putting  the  fort 

*  See  note  by  Ut.  Aklai,  Nov*  Sootift  ArcbiTM,  pag«  108. 
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iB  s  state  of  repair,  assisted  by  the  people ;  bnt  no  sooner  did 
the  latter  hear  that  the  Indians  were  moBtering  at  th& 
instigation  of  the  French,  than  thej  left  the  fort  and  returned 
to  their  homes.  The  Indians  showed  their  hostility  by 
approadung  the  fort,  and  killing  two  men,  who,  contrary  to 
order,  had  gone  oat  to  some  of  the  Doighboring  gardens. 
A  Trench  attacking  force  teem  Lonisbonrg  had  arrived,  bat, 
thoogh  strong,  it  was  deficient  in  resolution,  and  after 
making,  for  several  weeks,  successive  demonstrations  at  a  safe 
distance  from  the  fort  gone — waiting  in  expectation  of  a 
French  squadron  to  assist  at  the  siege — it  at  length  retired, 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrieon,  who  were  doubtflil  as  to  the  issue, 
in  the  event  of  a  vigorous  onset.  The  admirable  policy  of 
Mascarene  towards  the  Acadiaaa,  ae  well  as  the  friendly 
relations  in  which  he  stood  with  the  priesthood,  bore  good 
fruit  in  preventing  the  people  from  joining  the  army  sent 
to  attack  the  fort.  Success  in  the  defence  was  also  owing, 
to  aconsiderable  extent,  to  a  body  of  Indians  from  the  West, 
who  assisted,  in  Indian  war  &8hion,  and  who  proved  more 
than  a  match  for  the  Miomacs  in  the  French  service. 

If  the  year  1745  was  memorable  in  British  history,  as  that 
in  which  Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart  attempted,  by  fbrce 
of  arms,  to  regain  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  it  was  eq^ually 
so  in  the  history  of  British  North  America,  as  that  in  which 
the  great  fortress  of  Lonisbonrg  was  taken.  This  renowned 
French  stronghold  lay  on  the  east  coast  of  the  island  of  Cape 
Breton.  An  admirable  drawing  of  it,  as  it  stood  at  this 
period,  may  be  seen  in  the  Provincial  Museum.  The  ram- 
parts of  the  fortress  were  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  in 
circumference,  and  were  mounted  with  formidable  artillery 
— ^the  number  of  guns  in  all  the  defensive  works  being  about 
one  hiudred  and  sixty.  The  entrance  to  the  harbor  was 
guarded  at  Lighthouse  Point,  on  the  south-east,  by  a  for- 
midable battery.  More  than  halfway  towards  Point  Koch- 
fort,  on  the  opposite  side,  is  a  small  island  on  which  another 
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battery  was  placed.  The  defences  were,  indeed,  constnicted 
-on  the  most  approved  engineering  principles  of  the  time, 
■and,  if  bravely  defended,  seemed  impregnable. 

The  honor  of  having  first  proposed  an  attack  on  Louis- 
bourg  is  ascribed  to  several  persons.  It  appears  by  a  note 
of  Mr.  Brown,  in  his  history  of  Cape  Breton,  that  Lieute- 
nant-Governor Clarke,  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  was 
'  the  first  person  who  suggested  the  expediency  of  attacking 
Louisbourg  before  any  attack  was  made  on  the  Canadian 
strongholds.  Dr.  Callaghan  in  his  "New  York  Docu- 
ments" gives  a  letter,  which  the  Governor  had  addreaaed  to 
the  Duke  ofNewcastle,  in  1743,  on  thesabject.  Mr.Eobert 
Anchmaty,  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  court  of  Massachu- 
setta,  also  wrote  an  article,  published  in  the  Gentlemyi's 
Magazine  for  July,  1745,  in  which  a  plan  of  attack  is 
described.  The  snccessfiil  conduct  of  the  enterprise  was, 
however,  mainly  owing  to  the  energy  of  William  Shirley, 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  In  November,  1744,  he 
addressed  a  despatch  to  the  British  Minister,  in  which  he 
pointed  out  the  advantages  which  would  result  fix)m  imme- 
diate action  in  the  capture  of  the  place,  in  which  the  New 
Englandera  were  prepared  to  cooperate.  Meanwhile,  Shirley, 
without  waiting  a  reply  from  the  Home  Government,  pro- 
ceeded to  sound  the  Legislature  on  the  subject,  which  was 
fWsely  discussed,  with  closed  doora,  and  nnder  an  oath  of  pro- 
found secrecy.  Bat  a  demonstrative  christian  member  of  that 
■body  was  so  loud  in  his  devotional  supplications  for  success 
to  the  proposed  enterprise,  that  the  secret  became  generally 
known,  to  the  mortification  of  the  (Sovemor.  An  adverse 
decision  was  arrived  at  by  the  House,  but  the  indefetigaWe 
Shiriey  set  machinery  in  motion,  by  which  a  petition, 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  influential  merchanta,  praying 
for  reconsideration,  was  presented.  The  result  was,  that  a 
motioD,jhvorable  to  the  expedition, was  earned  by  a  majority 
of  one.    No  sooner  had  action  thus  been  resolved  on  than 
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the  movement  became  popular  in  all  the  FroviDces,  and  the 
required  number  of  four  thonsand  men  was  soon  raised. 
Shirley  displayed  his  neoal  discrimination,  by  appointing 
William  Fepperell,  a  colonel  of  militia,  commander.  He 
was  bom  in  Hew  England,  in  1696, — his  &therbeing&oia 
Devonshire,  in  Britain — and  was  a  snccesBftil  merchant, 
brave,  npright,  popular,  and,  as  the  event  proved,  admirably 
fitted  for  the  post. 

Whitefield,  the  celebrated  preacher,  was  at  this  time  in 
New  England,  and  gave  a  Latin  motto — "  Nil  desperandnm 
Christo  dace" — for  the  occasion.  It  is  a  striking  instance  of 
the  religions  fervor  of  the  conntry  and  period,  that  one  of 
the  chaplains  carried  a  hatchet  to  hew  down  the  images 
foond  in  the  churches ! 

When  the  legislature  had  sanctioned  the  expedition, 
Shirley  despatched  a  message  to  Commodore  Warren,  in 
command  of  a  British  squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  earnest- 
ly desiring  him  to  co-operate  in  the  siege  with  the  New 
England  army,  bat  Warren  declined  to  comply  without 
instmctions  from  London.  His  refusal  was  prudently  with- 
held from  the  army,  being  only  known  to  Generals  Pepperell 
and  Wolcott,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  prosecute  the  enter- 
prise under  these  very  discouraging  circumstances. 

Canso  was  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  the  bulk  of 
the  forces  arrived  early  in  April,  Warren,  having  received 
orders  to  sail  for  Boston,  was  on  his  way  thither,  when,  being 
informed  that  the  expedition  had  left,  he  immediately  directed 
his  coarse  to  Canso,  where  his  arrival,  on  the  twenty-third 
of  April,  was  hailed  with  delight.  The  fleet,  with  the  troops, 
lefL  Canso  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  same  month,  arriving 
at  Crabams  Bay,  near  Louisboarg,  on  the  thinieth  of  the 
month. 

Great  was  the  commotion  in  the  city  when  the  fleet  was 
signalled.  The  French  troops  had  been  in  a  mutinous  state 
— a  fiict  well  known  to  Shirley,  and  which  rendered  him  all 
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the  more  active  in  hastening  hostile  preparations, — bntGov- 
«rDOr  DnchamboD  aeeembled  them  and  delivered  a  spirited 
address,  in  which  he  reminded  them  of  their  dutj,  and  be- 
BOQght  them  to  fight  bravelj,  in  this  momentous  crisis,  for 
their  King  and  Country.  The  oration  produced  a  potent 
impression,  and  tlie  garrison,  with  enthusiasm,  resolved  to 
defend  the  place;  a  landing  was,  however,  effected  by  the 
British  without  much  difficolty  at  Flat  Point,  within  half  a 
league  sonth-weat  of  the  city,  where  they  established  them- 
selves. Towards  the  extremity  of  the  north-west  arm  of 
the  harbor  were  naval  stores,  including  a  great  quantity  of 
wine  and  brandy.  To  tliese  the  English  set  fire.  Half  a 
mile  nearer  the  city,  and  nearly  opposite  the  centre  of  the 
opening  to  the  harbor,  stood  the  grand  battery,  which  the 
French  suddenly  evacuated,  and  of  which  Uie  English  as 
promptly  took  possession,  being  thus  within  gun  shot  of  the 
city.  Their  guns  had  been  spiked,  but  by  drilling  they 
were,  in  a  few  days,  fit  fbr  service,  and  brought  to  bear  with 
terrible  effect  on  the  devoted  city.  The  siege  had  been 
pressed  with  vigor  for  a  month,  when  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  simaltaneous  attack  by  sea  and  land,  which  the 
British  were  the  more  able  to  do  as  the  squadron  was  strength  ■ 
ened  by  the  arrival  of  several  war  ships.  Everything  was 
in  preparation  for  the  purpose  when  the  French  governor 
sent  a  message,  indicating  his  desire  to  capitulate.  Terms 
being  agreed  to,  the  British  forces  took  possession  of  the 
fortress  on  the  seventeenth  of  June.  The  loss  of  the  British 
during  the  siege  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
while  that  of  the  French  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained. 

On  entering  the  fortress,  and  examining  its  elaborate  scien- 
tific defences,  the  army  was  amazed.  Had  the  defence 
been  continued  with  resolution,  the  loss  of  life  in  its  capture 
would  have, been  enormous. 

The  rejoicings  in  New  England,  on  receiving  the  intelli- 
gente,  were  great.     The  general  joy  found  expression  in 
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illaminations  and  bonfiree.  Equal  BatiB&ctton  was  felt  in 
Great  Britain.  Pepperell  waa  made  a  barooet,  and  a  flag 
wae  conferred  on  Commodore  Warren. 

Warren  and  Pepperell  acted  as  joint  govemorB,  and,  in 
order  to  decoy  the  French  vessels,  kept  the  flag  flTing  from 
all  the  ramparts.  The  consequence  was  two  East  India- 
men,  whose  cargoes  were  rained  at  £176,000,  were  captured 
in  a  few  days,  and  afterwards  a  magniflcent  prize  was  taken 
in  the  ship  "  BeliTcrance  "  which,  nnder  an  ostensible  cargo  of 
cocoa,  had  gold,  silver  and  Peruvian  dollars  to  the  value  of 
£800,000— the  half  of  which  was  claimed  by  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  fleet  as  prize  money.  Consorts  of  the  "  I>eliver- 
ance  "  were  taken  by  English  privateers  off  the  Azores  con- 
taining specie,  which  it  required  forty-three  waggons  to 
transport  from  Bristol  to  London,  each  sailor  receiving  when 
it  was  divided  850  guineas  for  his  share. 

After  possession  of  Louisbourg  was  obtained,  the  mortality 
amongst  the  troops  was  frightful.  Fever,  induced  by  intem- 
perance, carried  oflf  hundreds  of  the  soldiers.  Admiral 
Warren  had  given  orders  to  lodge  all  the  rum  in  the  place 
in  the  citadel  casements,  and  a  thousand  hogsheads  were  so 
secured,  bnt  the  quantity  left  was  such  that  Admiral  Enowles, 
the  successor  of  Warren  in  command,  stated  that  a  thousand 
men  might  be  seen  daily  in  a  state  of  inebriety.  Pepperell 
reported  that  twelve  hundred  men  had  died  of  fever.  The  glory 
of  the  achievement  was  tarnished  by  the  culpable  careless- 
ness of  the  governors  in  not  adopting  effective  measures  for 
the  entire  destruction  or  removal  of  a  stimulant,  the  intem- 
perate use  of  which  proved  so  fatal  to  valuable  lives. 

Intelligence  of  the  tsM  of  Lonisbonrg,  and  the  capture  of 
so  many  valuable  prizes,  produced  deep  and  wide-spread 
consternation  in  Prance.  It  was  at  once  resolved  to  retake 
the  fortress,  and  measures  were  adopted  to  prepare  a  fleet 
adequate  for  the  service.  The  Viceroy  of  Canada  undertook  ■ 
to  cooperate  in  the  undertaking.     The  fleet  consisted  of 
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eleven  sMpB  of  the  line,  twenty  frigates,  thirty  transports, 
and  two  fire  ships,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
D' Anville,  a  conrt  nobleman  of  high  rank  and  no  experience, 
as  Gamean  represents  him,  but  according  to  Behaud,  a  sea 
officer,  on  whose  courage  and  skill  great  reliance  was  placed, 
and  who  was  instructed  to  retake  Louisboorg,  capture  Xnna- 
polU  and  leave  a  garrison  in  it,  destroy  Boston,  ravage  the 
sea  board  of  New  England,  and  attack  the  British  islands  in 
the  "West  Indies.  Though  ready  to  sail  in  liay,  the  fleet  was 
detained  by  contrary  winds  till  the  twenty-second  of  June. 

The  British  government  were  fully  aware  of  the  great 
preparations  making  in  the  ports  of  Fi-ance,  and  sent  Admi- 
ral Kartin  to  watch  the  enemy,  who  succeeded,  however,  in 
sailingunobservedonthetwenty-eecondof  June,  1746.  When 
intelligence  of  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet  reached 
England,  Admiral  Lestock  waa  despatched  in  pursuit,  with  a 
squadron  of  eighteen  ships,  but  after  repeated  attempts  to  pat 
to  sea,  was  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to  return  to  England. 

The  Bostonians  were  in  great  consternation  on  receiving 
information  of  the  meditated  attack,  but  made  formidable 
preparations  to  give  the  Pronch  a  warm  reception.  The 
ministers  in  their  prayers  and  sermons  made  pointei  allu- 
sions to  the  coming  contest,  but  D'Anville  had  a  more 
formidable  enemy  to  encounter.  Contrary  winds  prevailed 
on  the  voyage,  which  was  protracted  to  an  unusu&l  length.. 
On  nearing  Sable  Island  a  furious  gale  scattered  the  fleet, 
some  of  the  ships  making  for  the  West  Indies,  others  for 
France,  and  several  transports  being  oast  on  Sable  Island. 
It  was  not  till  the  tenth  of  September,  that  D'Anville  arrived 
at  Chebncto — Halifax — the  port  of  rendezvous,  with  two 
ships  and  a  few  transports.  The  calamity  preyed  on  the 
mind  of  the  French  admiral  to  such  an  extent  that  ho 
was  seized  with  a  flt  of  apoplexy  and  expired  on  the  six- 
teenth of  September.  Yice  Admiral  D'Estonmelle  then 
took  command  and  held  a  council  of  war  at  which  he  pro- 
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-posed  to  return  to  France.  All  the  officers  were,  however, 
in  favor  of  taking  Annspo)ifl.  finding  himself  opposed  in 
Gooncil  the  Admiral  fevered,  and  in  a  state  of  delirium,  fell 
on  his  sword  and  died.  He  is  said  to  have  been  hurried  on 
George's  Island, 

Bj  a  strange  coincidence,  no  sooner  did  this  second  tragedy 
occur  than  the  seamen  of  the  fleet  were  attacked  in  great 
nambers  with  a  pestilence — Halibnrton  says  small-pox — 
which  spread  with  appalling  rapidity,  and  which  carried  off 
thousands  of  the  men.  Governor  Shirley,  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  intended  attack  by  so  formidable  a  force, 
eent  off  an  express  to  inform  Admiral  Lestock,  at  Louis- 
bourg,  of  the  state  of  affairs.  On  the  eleventh  of  October 
thS  express  was  captured  by  the  French  and  carried  into 
Chebucto.  The  intolllgence  intended  for  the  Admiral  being 
thus  made  known  to  the  French  officers,  it  so  alarmed  them 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  sail  immediately  to  France 
without  striking  a  blow.  Panic-stricken,  the  plagne-wom 
crews  were  hurried  on  board,  and  the  vessels,  many  of  whose 
hands  had  been  swept  away  by  death,  were  scuttled  and 
sunk.  These  wrecks  were  still  visible  in  Bedford  Basin  in 
1828,  but  not  a  vestige  of  them  is  now  discernible.' 

The  destruction  of  the  fleet  did  not  deter  the  French 
Government  from  making  another  attempt  to  regain  their 
lost  poeeeeeions  in  North  America,  for  in  the  spring  of  the 
following  year,  1747,  they  fitted  out  another  expedition,  con- 
sisting of  fourteen  war  ships,  and  upwards  of  twenty  trans- 
ports, commanded  by  tf.  de  la  Jonquiire.  The  English 
Government,  being  made  aware  of  the  destination  of  the 
expedition,  sent  a  fleet  to  intercept  it.  The  fleet»  met  off 
Cape  Finesterre  on  the  third  of  May,  when  a  severe  engage- 
ment took  place,  resulting  in  the  capture  by  the  English,  of 
nine  ships  of  war,  with  several  transports,  six  East  India- 
men,  and  property  valued  at  a  million  and  ahalfponnds  ' 
sterling. 
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We  must  now  return  to  Annapolis.  After  the  enemy 
had  retired  from  the  fort,  Mascorene  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  in  strengthening  his  defences,  and  as  he  had 
promise  of  assistance,  in  men  and  war  material  from  New 
England,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  resist  any  force  the  enemy 
might  be  able  to  bring  to  the  attack.  Ho  also  adopted  con- 
ciliatory measures  towards  the  Acadians,  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  joining  the  enemy,  who  were  now,  by  moans  of  em- 
issaries, more  busily  engaged  than  ever  in  sowing  the  seeds 
of  open  rebellion  in  their  hearts,  fhe  documents  contained 
in  the  Archives  of  the  Province,  explanatory  of  his  procedure 
at  this  critical  pcriod.prove  him  to  havebeen  a  man  of  singular 
tact  and  ability.  In  May,  1745,  M  Marin,  a  lieutenant  from 
Canada,  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  with  a  forceof 
three  hundrod  French  Canadians  and  three  huudroJ  luuiansr 
hoping  to  be  joined  by  the  Acadians  and  thus  be  able  to 
reduce  the  fort,  bat  the  people  had  been  previously  bo 
impressed  with  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Governor 
and  BO  fortified  against  open  defection  by  his  arguments, 
that  neither  the  soothing  blandishmente,  nor  bitter  threats  ' 
of  Marin  had.tho  effect  ot  inducing  them  to  appear  in  arms 
against  him.  Besides,  the  Acadians  knew  the  extent  of 
Mascarene's  defensive  preparations,  and  that  such  an  attack 
as  Marin  proposed  would  probably  prove  unsuccessful.  The 
French  ofScer,  under  these  depressing  circumstances,  was 
meditating  a  retreat  when  he  received  a  pressing  order  to 
Bail  for  Louiabourg,  which  was  now  invested  by  the  English. 
About  iour  hundred  of  the  force — the  rest  returning  to  Minas 
—accordingly  embarked  in  small  veBeels,bat  when  near  Cape 
Sable,  were  chased  by  Now  England  cruisers,  and  did  not 
reach  Louishourg  till  a  month  after  the  place  had  been 


In  the  following  year  De  Ramazay  appeared  before  Anna- 
polis with  a  force  consisting  of  seven  hundred  Canadians, 
but  Mascareiie  having  been  reinforced  by  two  hundred 
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and  fifty  BOldiere,  and  the  fort  being  now  extremely  formid- 
atile,  the  Canadian  Gceneral  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to 
Chegaocto  and  there  wait  expected  assisl^nce  from  Prance 
in  Epring.  Meanwhile  Mascarene  had  arranged  to  receive 
from  Hew  England  a  thousand  fighting  men,  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  French  entirely  from  the  Province.  The 
requisite  number  of  troops  had  been  voted  by  the  colonies, 
bat  only  four  hundred  and  seventy  men,  besides  officers,  had 
arrived  at  Minae  on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  1746.  It 
woe  calcniated  that  a  tenth  of  the  com  and  cattle  in  that 
region  would  be  adequate  for  the  sustenance  of  the  force  for 
three  months  without  injury  to  the  inhabitants.  The  soldiers, 
of  whom  Colonel  Noble  had  command,  were  quartered  at 
Grand  Pr^,  and,  not  anticipating  any  attack,  took  no  pre- 
cautions for  their  own  security. 

Intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  English  having  reached 
Ramezay,  it  was  resolved,  at  a  council  of  officers,  to  attack 
them  at  once.  Preparations  for  that  purpose  were  according- 
ly made.  The  attacking  force  consisted  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  Canadians,  with  twelve  officers  and  sixty  Indians  who 
left  Chegnecto — Cumberland — on  the  twenty-third  of  Janu- 
ary, 1847,  and  arrived  at  Pis^quid — Windsor — on  the  ninth 
of  February.  As  it  was  intended  to  take  the  English  by 
surprise,  the  woods  were  guarded,  so  that  intelligence  might 
not  reach  them.  The  French  arrived  at  Grand  Pp6  on  the 
fonrth  ol' February,  at  two  o'clock  a.m.,  having  guides  to  the 
various  houses  in  which  the  troops  were  quartered.  They 
approached  under  cover  of  a  snow  storm,  and  were  not  seen 
by  the  Engluih  sentinels  till  it  was  too  late  to  ^ve  the  alarm. 
A  desperate  struggle,  however,  ensued,  in  which  the  French, 
owing  to  the  English  being  in  bed,  had  every  advantage. 
Colonel  Noble  was  killed,  fighting  in  his  shirt.  Coulon,  the 
commander  of  the  French  ,was  severely  wounded,  and  carried 
to  Gaspereaux.  After  fighting  from  house  to  house  till  ten 
o'clock  a.m., terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed  to,  by  which  the 


^d  by  Google 


96  HISTORT   09   NOVA   8C0TU. 

English  were  to  leave  Annapolis  within  twenty-four  hours, 
with  the  honors  of  war  and  six  daya  provisions — the  English 
prisoners  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  left  on 
the  twenty-third  of  February,  arriving  atBeanbasein  on  the 
eighth  of  March,  from  which  the.  whole  French  force  waa 
shortly  after  withdrawn. 

It  was  now  the  year  1748,  and  peace  was  aboat  to  be 
declaimed  between  Prance  and  England.  The  terms  being 
agreed  upon ,  a  treaty  was  concluded  in  October.  Thongh 
France  had  sustained  a  great  defeat  in  the  taking  of  Ixiuis' 
bom-g  and  lost  a  vast  amount  of  property  during  the  war, 
yot  she  secured  conditions  as  favourable  as  if  the  contest 
had  been  adverse  to  British  interests.  It  was  stipulated 
that  all  conquests  which  had  been  made  since  the  commence, 
ment  of  the  war,  or  since  the  conclusion  of  the  preliminary 
articles,  signed  in  April  last,  either  in  Europe,  the  East  or 
West  Indies,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  should  be 
restored  without  exception;  and  the  British  government 
submitted  to  the  additional  indignity  of  consenting  to  the 
Barl  of  Sussex  and  Lord  Cathcart  remaining  in  France,  aa 
hostages,  till  antbentic  advice  of  the  restoration  of  Cape 
Breton  and  all  other  conquests  had  been  received.  The 
conditions  of  peace  were  regarded  with  decided  diseatis- 
faction  in  Britain,  particularly  in  New  England,  which 
had  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  late  war,  and,  through 
the  imbecility  of  the  Brituih  Government,  waa  now  left  in  a 
worse  position  in  relation  to  French  power  on  the  American 
continent  than  when  the  contest  began.  The  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle  waa  aa  disgracefVil  to  British,  as  it  was 
creditable  to  French  diplomacy. 
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ducemeats  offered  to  emigTBots — Lord  HaJiiax — Arrival  of  Corn- 
wallia  at  HalifBi — Early   eettlement  of  the  town — Lieut,  Jolin 
Creighton — Spread  of  disease  Id  the  colony — lU  c&ueee — Instal- 
l&tion  of  Governor  Coruwallia — Appointment  of  a  council — Ne- 
gotiations irith  the  Acadians — TLe;  present  an  address  to  the 
Governor — His  reply — Progress  of  the  colony — Hostility  of  tBe 
Indians — Retaliatory  measures — Joseph  de  la  Loutre — His  hostil- 
ity  to  the   British — Letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec — Loutre'e 
inflnence  nith  the  Indians — ComwalliB  retuma  U>  England — Hia 
character  and  administration — Succeeded  by  Governor  Hopaon — 
His   despatch  to  the  Lords  of  Trade — Arrival  of  German  emi- 
grants at  Halifax — Hopson  sails  for  England  and  is  succeeded  by 
Charles  Lawrence — Disturbances   at   Lunenburg — The    "  Nova 
Scotia  Chronicle  " — Expedition  from  Boston  attacks  and  captures 
Fort  Beaaeejour. 
Tbongli  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  waa  restored  to  France, 
it  was  determined  to  retaio  a  firm  hold  of  Nova  Scotia. 
With  the  view  to  permanent  retention,  a  change  of  policy 
jn    its   management   was  necessary.    Shirley  sad  others 
recommended  to  the  British  ministry  the  settlement  of  a 
nnmerouB  colony  of  British  snbject^  in  the  Province,  as  the 
beet  means  of  firmly  attaching  it  to  the  Throne,  as  well  aft 
the  most  efitectnal  protection  against  aggression.    It  was 
thOQght  that  many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  discharged 
afler  the  conclosion  of  the  war,  would  avail  themselves  of 
fovorable  terms  for  emigration  to  Nova  Scotia.    An  adver- 
tisement was  accordingly  published  in  the  London  Qazette, 
setting  forth,  that  a  proposal  having  been    made  to  His 
Majesty  for  peopling  Nova  Scotia  and  establishing  a  civil 
government  in  the  Province,  His  Majesty  had  signified  his 
approbation  of  it ;  and  that,  accordingly,  instructions  had 
been  issued  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
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tations  to  present  inducements  to  officers  and  private 
eoldiers,  lately  dismissed  from  the  land  and  sea  service,  as 
well  as  to  such  tradesmen  and  farmers  as  were  willing  to 
accept  grants  of  land,  and  settle  in  the  country.  A  free 
passage,  and  subsistence  during  the  voyage,  as  well  as  for 
twelve  months  after  their  arrival,  were  offered — also  arms 
and  ammunition  for  defence,  with  proper  implementa  for 
husbandry,  fishing,  and  the  erection  of  houses.  A  civil 
government  was  also  to  be  established,  with  all  the  privileges 
granted  to  other  colonies  in  British  Korth  America.  Tho 
landij  were  to  be'grMited  in  fee  simple,  free  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  quit  rente  or  taxes  for  ten  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  period,  no  person  was  to  pay  more  than  one 
shilling  sterling  for  every  fifty  acres  so  granted.  Every 
private  soldier  or  seaman  was  to  receive  fifty  acres,  with  an 
additional  allowance  of  ten  acres  for  each  member  of  his 
fomily.  Every  officer,  under  the  rank  of  an  ensign  in  tho 
iMid  service,  and  that  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  sea  service,  was 
to  receive  eighty  acres,  with  fifteen  acres  for  every  person 
belonging  to  the  &mily.  Ensigns  were  allowed  two  hundred 
acres,  lieutenants  three  hundred,  captains  four  hundred, 
every  officer  above  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  land  service 
six  hundred  acres,  with  thirty  acres  to  each  member  o^such 
fkmiliea— officers  in  the  sea  service  receiving  proportional 
allowances.  These  liberal  terms  attracted  a  large  number 
of  applicants,  amongst  whom  were  two  majors,  six  captains, 
nineteen  lioutenanfB  of  the  army,  three  lieutenants  of  the 
navy,  twenty-three  midshipmen,  and  fifteen  surgeons — many 
of  whose  descendants  now  reside  in  the  Province. 

The  emigrants  embiurked  in  thirteen  transports  to  the 
number  of  2,5'76  souls.*  The  expedition  was  under  the  chaise 


*  Mr,  AMm,  in  liiB  admirable  account  of  the  settlement  ot  Halifax, 
pves  the  nameH  of  the  tnuuiports  fuid  their  oaptainB,  vitli  the  qoanti^ 
of  tonnage,  and  number  of  passeugerB  in  each,  the  letter  being  summed 
up  as  2,376  souls.    Mr.  Murdoch,  in  a  note— vol.  2,  page  HS^giTes  also 
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of  the  Honorable  Edward  CornwalliB,  son  of  the  third  Baron 
of  that  name,  who  was  now  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of 
bis  age,  and  appointed  Governor  of  the  Province  at  an 
annual  salary  of  a  thoosand  ponnde.  This  judicious  appoint- 
ment was  made  through  the  inflnence  of  Lord  Halifax, 
a  pnblic-spirited  and  patriotic  statesman,  who  filled  in 
sac  cession  several  high  ofBces  in  the  (iovemment  of 
England  with  honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  cotmtiy, 
and  after  whom  the  fatnre  capital  of  the  Province  was 
named. 

Corawallis  sailed  in  the  Sphinx  sloop  of  war  on  the  four- 
teenth of  Kay,  1749,  and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Nova 
Scotia  about  the  fourteenth  of  June.  He  anchored  in 
Meriiguiche  bay — ^Lunenburg — where  there  was  a  small 
French  settlement,  communicated  with  the  inhabitants  who 
seemed  in  comfortable  circumstancee,  and  proceeded  thence 
to  Chebucto— Haliiki — where  he  arrived  on  the  twenty 


piecieely  the  s&me  particulars  as  rcspecte  the  aambet  of  traoEporta 
and  their  captains,  and  the  quantit?  o(  tonnage,  but  the  nomber  of 
paasangers  in  eome  of  the  vesaelB  differs  from  Mr.  Aklne'  statement, 
•nd  Qie  total  ia  made  by  Ur.  Hordoch  S,532.  "  There  are  said  to  hare 
been  somepasBengeraintheSphinz" — addsSIr.  Sloidoch — "  besides  the 
governor  and  Me  Boite.  This  ma;  comport  with  atotal  of  2,676  in  all, 
■tated  anotkpnonrij  in  an  old  book  of  records.''  Hr.  George  John- 
ton,  whose  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  Halifax  is  second  only  to 
that  of  Hr.  AMns  himself ,  gave  DB  the  pemsalof  aoopjof  IVIr.  Akins' 
little  work,  where  the  antiiorities  on  which  the  anther's  statements  are 
founded,  are  marked  in  his  own  handwriting  on  the  margin,  "  the 
Admiralty  Becords"  b^g  Uins  marked  as  die  author!^  as  to  the  nnin- 
ber  at  emigrante.  We  have  disooTered  the  key  to  the  discrepancy 
between  Mr.  AMdh'  nnmber  and  that  given  in  t^  old  record  to  whioli 
Hr.  Mordooh  refers,  in  an  error  in  the  addition  of  the  passengere  In 
Vx.  Akins'  book  which  onght  to  have  been  printed  2,676  instead  of 
2,^6-  Thus,  then,  Mr.  Akins'  aoconnt  and  that  of  the  old  maunscript 
«gTee  precisely  as  to  the  nnmber  of  emigrants,  and  the  aapposition 
of  there  having  been  more  passengers  on  the  Sphinx,  is  proved  to  be 
inaccurate. 
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first  of  June  O.S.,  being  tte  secondof  July  N.  S.*  The  Gov> 

*Tlie  eig-lit  of  Jime,  had  been  selected  many  yeuB  ago  as  tbe  uuii- 
TeTBBry  of  the  gettlement  of  Halifax,  in  oonaequenoe  of  thediaooTSiT- 
ot  ft  memorandum,  written  npon  the  back  of  the  Hees  Book  of  the 
settlers,  found  in  the  office  of  the  admiralty,  na  follows :  "  Sphinx 
sloop  of  war  orriTed  6tli  Jnne,  1749,  with  General  Comwallis  and 
his  suite.  They  landed  on  Qeorge's  Island  soon  after."  The  following 
is  Uie  interostinK  lettoi  which  caosed  a  ohang'a  in  the  amuTersaTy. 
My  lOEDH,— 

Chebucta,  SZnd  Jnne,  1T19. 
I  arrived  here  yesterday.  This  monuug:  a  sloop  arrived  from  TSi. 
Hopson,  which  I  am  obliged  to  send  to  Boston.  I  write  to  yonr  Lord- 
ships by  this  sloop  iu  case  there  should  he  any  vessel  there,  bound  for 
England.  We  met  the  "  Fairyland,"  storeship,  at  sea,  Uie  Ilth,  after 
we  had  been  four  weeks  from  England,  who  told  ns  that  the  trana- 
porta  had  arrired  at  Spithead  the  day  after  wa  sailed,  and  had  probably 
oome  into  the  Channel  the  same  week.  We  were  then  ofi  the  Island  of 
Sable,  and,  except  the  first  eight  days,  had  met  with  contrary  wudfl 
til  tlie  pusagrc.  Beeides,  we  had  steered  our  course  for  Gape  Bace,  but 
had  been  foroed  off  the  Banks  by  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  Northwest, 
so  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  transportB  might  be  soon  at  Che. 
buoto.  We  had  nobody  on  board  that  knew  anything  of  the  coast  or 
the  Bayof  Fundy,  so  we  had  to  cruise  off  theoosat  tillwe  should  meet 
with  a  Pilot. 

We  made  the  land  of  Acadie  the  I4th,  but  met  with  no  Pilot  till  the 
SOth,  when  we  met  with  one  of  the  Loulsbourg  sloops  from  Boston,  with 
two  Pilots.  The  wind  did  not  then  servo  for  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
the  officers  assured  me  that,  in  case  of  foggy  weather,  we  might  be  a 
fortnight  getting  to  Annapolis.  The  wind  was  fair  for  Chebucto,  so  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  go  iu'there,  mther  than  risk  the  being  so  long 
after  the  arrival  of  the  settlers ;  besides.  I  oould  save  the  garrison  of 
Louisboorg  the  trouble  of  the  bad  navigation  to  Annapolis,  so  I  wrote  to 
Hi.  Hopson,  Governor  of  Louisboorg,  that  I  was  going  to  Chebacto, 
and  desired  him  to  bring  the  G-arrison  thither,  imagining  he  had  trans- 
ports ready.  His  sloop,  that  csmein  to-day,  had  orders  to  wait  for  me 
till  the  30th,  and  he  had  sent  another  to  Annapolis.  By  his  letters,  I 
find  he  is  in  great  perplexity  ;  the  French  have  arrived  and  he  has  no 
transports.  The  Council  of  War,  it  seems,  was  of  opinion  that  the 
orders  from,  the  Secretory  c^  War  did  not  empower  him  to  hire  tians- 
parts,  but  he  was  to  wait  my  arrival,  and  have,  from  me,  the  trans- 
ports that  should  bring  the  settlers  here.  As  I  cannot  know  when  the 
transports  will  arrive,  or  in  what  condition  they  may  be,  nor  how 
many  I  con  spare,  I  think  it  absolutely  necessaij  for  the  service  to 
send  the  sloops  to  Boston,  with  orders  (to  Apthorp  and  Hancock,  whom 
Mr.  Hopson  recommends  to  me  as  persons  that  hsTe  always  served  the 
Government^  to  hire  vessels,  with  all  expedition,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  troops  and  stores  from  Louisbonrg  to  Chebucto. 
I  send  a  letter  by  the  eloop  In  case  she  shoold  meet  with  a  vessel 
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emor  was  followed  by  the  transporte  which  arrived  early  in 
July,  off  the  harbor,  which  the  officers  pronoun p,ed  to  be  the 
finest  they  had  ever  seen.  The  ground,  which  is  now  the 
site  of  a  considerable  city,  was  then  covered  with  forest  trees 
which  grew  to  the  water's  edge.  "  The  country, "  said  Com- 
wallis,  "  is  one  continaed  wood,  no  clear  spot  to  be  seen  or 
heard  of."  A  few  French  families  had  settled  some  miles 
off,  who  visited  the  fleet  on  its  arrival. 

The  Governor  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  Mas- 
.  carene  at  Annapolis,  and  as  Louisbonrg  was  being  evacuated 
by  the  English,  he  sent  two  ships  thithor  for  two  regiments 

going  to  Annapolis,  for  Colonel  Uascareiie.  I  likewise  send  a  Freuolt- 
man  that  knows  the  countrj  overland  bj  Minas.  I  have  desired  Colonel 
Magearene  to  come  here  sa  soon  aa  poeaible  with  a  quorom  of  tliB 
Council,  that  I  ma;  open  my  oommiMion,  take  Qie  oatha,  and  appoint 
another  Coancil,  according  to  Hia  Majeatj's  inBtmotioni.  Thia  Freoch- 
mou  will  be  there  in  three  or  four  dajs.  It  ia  26  leagnes  hence  to 
Minas,  and  there  is  a  path  tLat  the  French  have  made  hj  driving  their 
cattle  OTei  here. 

I  am  giving  jonr  Lordabips  little  information  as  ;et  as  to  the  coontry. 
The  cooBtB  are  as  rich  aaever  theyhare  been  represented.  We  have 
cai^ht  plent;  of  fish  every  day  since  we  came,  within,  flft;  or  sixty 
leagnee  of  the  eomt.  The  harbor  itself  is  full  of  fish  of  all  aorta 
All  ttie  offlcere  uiy  this  haiboi  ia  the  best  they  hare  seen.  The  country 
ia  one  oontiuned  wood — no  clear  epot  to  be  «een  or  heard  of.  I  havQ 
been  ashore  in  several  places.  The  nnderwood  ia  only  yoong  trees,  so 
that  with  some  difficulty  one  may  moke  his  way  anywhere.  The  D'An- 
ville's  Fleet  baa  only  cnt  wood  for  present  use,  but  cleared  no  ground ; 
they  encamped  their  men  upon  the  beach.  I  saw  a  few  brooka,  bat 
have  not  found  the  navigable  river  that  has  been  talked  of.  There  are 
a  tevr  French  familiea  on  each  side  the  Bay,  about  ten  leagues  off 
Several  have  come  on  board.  We  came  to  anohor  in  Uerligreche  Bay 
ten  leagues  to  the  westward,  where  there  ia  a  French  settlement.  I 
■ent  aehore  for  some  fresh  proviaiona,  and  to  see  their  houses  and 
manners  of  living.  The  families  they  found  there  have  very  comfor- 
table wooden  houaea  covered  with  bark,  a  good  many  oattle  and  sheep, 
and  clear  ground  more  than  serves  themselves.  Aa  to  the  number  and 
diapoaition  of  the  French  and  Indians  I  shall  be  able  to  give  your  Lord- 
hips  a  fall  aoconnt  as  soon  as  I  have  seen  Colonel  Moacarene. 
I  am,  iui., 
(Sgd.J  Ed.  Cobnwallis.. 

To  the  Lords  Commiaaioiiers  of  t 
Trade  and  Plantations.  ( 
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under  Hopson,  by  which  tho  colony  was  accordingly  rein- 
forced. 

Knowing  tho  severity  of  the  climate  in  winter,  no  delay 
was  permitted  in  landing  the  emigrants,  and  setting  them 
to  work  in  effecting  a  clearance  and  erecting  habitations. 
It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  town  shoald  be  built  near 
Point  Pleasant,  bnt,  on  farther  connideration,  it  was  wisely 
resolved  to  adopt  a  site  fhrther  up  the  harbor.  The  ground 
to  be  cleared  was  traced  and  subdivided  into  blocks  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  Streets 
sixty  feet  wide  were  projected,  each  block  containing  sixteen 
lots  with  a  frontage  of  forty  feet,  and  sixty  feet  deep.  The 
present  Buckingham  street  was  the  north,  and  Salter  street 
the  south  limit.  To  prevent  disputes  the  settlers  drew  for  their 
lots.  The  subdivision  of  the  labor  was  a  happy  idea,  for 
it  produced  a  rivalry  which  caused  the  work  to  progress 
epeedily,  80  that  by  the  beginning  of  August,  about  twenty 
acres  of  the  site  were  cleared.  Timber  for  building  purposes 
was  sent  fKim  Boston,  and  though  the  settlors  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  mode  of  building  wooden  bouses,  yet 
necessity  proved  the  mother  of  invention.  Mr.  Kurdoch  re- 
fers to  an  enisling  tradition  which  points  to  the  situation 
occupied  by  the  Province  buildings  as  that  on  which  the 
Governor's  house  waa  built,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been 
defended  by  cannon  mounted  on  hogsheads  filled  with  grav- 
el. Subsequent  experience  has  proven  that  the  site  for  the 
town  was  tho  best  that  could  have  been  selected,  both  in 
regard  to  beauty  of  position  and  business  convenience. 
Amongst  the  settlers  who  arrived  with  Comwallis  was 
Lieutenant  John  Creighton — the  son  of  a  gentleman  in 
the  south  of  England — who  entered  the  army  early  in 
life,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy.  He  was  among 
the  officers  discharged  at  tho  peaco  of  Aix  la  Chap- 
pello  in  1748,  and  was  placed  on  the  half  pay  of  Colonel 
Warburton's  Regiment  of  Foot.    Creighton  was  sent  to 
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Halogash  with  the  Crermans,  in  1152,  and  took  a.  leading 
part  ID  tfao  Bettlement  of  Lunenburg,  where  he  continaed 
to  reside  till  hie  death  in  1807.  He  was  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  Militia,  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  on  the  sisth  of  May,  ITIS,  a  member  of  His 
Majesty's  Council,  which  office  he  afterwards  resigned.  Mr. 
Creighton  was  father  of  the  late  Colonel  Joseph  Oreighton, 
and  grandfatlier  of  the  Hon.  John  Creighton,  of  Lunen- 
burg, now  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Nora  Sco- 
tia. 

As  indications  of  winter  appeared,  the  movements  of  the 
colonists  towards  completing  their  houses,  were  quickened. 
Many  of  the  structures  were  by  no  means  snbetantial,  or 
well  adapted  for  so  severe  a  climate.  To  insufficient  pro- 
tection from  cold  must,  to  a  great  extent,  be  attributed 
the  great  mortality  of  the  succeeding  winter.  Ko  donbt  the 
intemperate  habits  of  many  of  the  colonists  paved  the  way 
for  the  spread  of  disease — so  weakening  their  constitutions 
as  to  render  them  incapable  of  resisting  any  malady  by  which 
they  might  he  attacked. 

Colonel  3fasc«rene,  having  arrived  in  Halifhx  on  the 
twenty-third  of  July,  with  a  quorum  of  Council,  a  meeting 
was  held  on  the  following  day,  at  which  the  Governor  pre- 
gented  his  commission  and  took  the  oaths  of  office.  On  the 
the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month  a  new  council  was 
appointed,  and  sworn  in  on  board  one  of  the  transports. 
Their  names  were  Fanl  Mascarene,  John  Gorham,  Benjamin 
Green,  John  l^alisbnry,  and  Hugh  Davidson.  At  their  first 
meeting,  the  necessity  of  a  stringent  oath  of  allegiance 
being  administered  to  the  Acadians  was  discussed.  Masca- 
rene informed  the  Governor  that  the  French  always  asserted 
that  the  various  oaths  which  they  had  taken  were  on  the 
understanding  that  they  should  not  bo  called  upon  to  bear 
arms  against  their  countrymen.  Three  French  deputies, 
who  had  arrived  from  different  sections  of  the  copntry,  and 
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who  had  heen  sent  to  pay  their  conetitneots  reepects  to  the 
Qovemor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  policy 
of  HiB  Excellency  in  regard  to  the  Acadians,  were  called  in, 
when  they  were  assured  that  all  the  privilegea  which  thoy 
had  hitherto  enjoyed  under  English  mle  would  be  continued 
on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  nsnally  administered 
to  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

The  very  decided  manner  in  which  the  Governor  intimated 
his  determination  not  to  be  satisfied  with  any  conditional 
oath  from  the  Acadians  alarmed  them,  and  induced  them  to 
send  deputies  from  all  the  principal  settlements  to  Halifax, 
in  order  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  modification  of  the  required 
declaration.  On'finding  His  Excellency  resolved  to  have  the 
usual  oath,  without  any  exceptional  clause,  they  enquired 
whether,  in  the  event  of  their  resolving  to  leave  the  country  in 
preference  to  compliance,  they  would  be  allowed  to  dispose  of 
their  property.  The  Governor  promptly  replied  that  such 
of  them  as  were  resolved  to  leave  would  not  be  permitted 
either  to  soil  or  take  property  of  any  kind  with  them,  re- 
minding them  that,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  one 
year  was  allowed  them  to  dispose  of  their  effects  and  leave 
the  country  if  t-hey  chose,  but  that  these  conditions  wore 
now  inadmissible,  and  that  they  must  take  the  oath  before 
the  twenty-sixth  of  October  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all  their 
property.  The  deputies  returned  to  their  constituents,  in 
order  to  inform  them  of  the  Governor's  decision,  and  returned 
to  Halifax  on  the  seventeenth  of  September  with  an  address, 
signed  by  one  thousand  inhabitants,  in  which  they  stated 
their  willingness  to  take  the  oath,  but  with  the  usual  pro- 
vision of  not  bearing  arms,  and  assured  the  Governor  that 
compliance  with  bis  demand  would  expose  them  to  the  fiiry 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  in  close  alliance  with  the  French. 
The  Governor  addressed  the  deputies  in  French,  reminding 
them  that  they  were  subjects  of  Hie  Britannic  M^esty,  and 
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tbat  it  would  be  contrary  to  common  eense  to  suppose  that 
they  could  dwell  in  a  province  and  poBBeBS  housoe  and  lands, 
without  bejtig  subjects  of  the  sovereign  of  that  Province,  and 
that  they  deceived  themselves  if  they  thought  they  were 
at  liberty  to  chose  whether  they  would  be  the  King's  subjects 
or  not. 

The  governor,  till  October,  had  dated  all  his  official  dee- 
patches  Chebucto  hut  his  house  being  ready  for  occupa- 
tion in  October,  he  removed  to  it  in  that  month,  and  subse- 
quently dated  his  despatches  Halifax. 

Such  was  the  energy  with  which  the  colonists  worked, 
that,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October,  they  had  three  hundred 
houses  roofed  and  made  habitable.  The  military  had  sur- 
rounded the  town  with  a  barricade  for  protection  against 
Indian  attack,  which  they  finished  about  the  same  time. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Governor,  the  Indians  seemed  ex- 
tremely friendly.  They  visited  his  Excellency  and  received 
presents.  Afterwards,  a  formal  treaty  was  prepared,  which 
was  signed  with  due  formality,  but  was  soon  violated  on 
their  part.  In  October  they  attacked  six  men  engaged  in 
cutting  wood  near  Dartmouth,  killing  four,  making  one 
ft  prisoner ;  the  sixth  man  escaped.  At  Oanso  they  took 
twenty  Englishmen  prisoners,  besides  oommitting  other 
hostilities.  These  breaches  of  good  faith  fVirther  led  to 
the  adoption  of  tiie  principle  of  extermination  on  the  part 
of  the  Governor,  a  considerable  sum  of  money  being  offered 
for  any  Indian  scalps  produced.  The  Lords  of  Trade  dis- 
approved of  these  retaliating  measures,  for  in  writing 
from  Whitehall  on  the  sixteenth  of  October,  1749,  to  the 
Governor,  they  say,  "as  to  your  opinion,  however,  of  never 
hearafter  making  peace  with  them,  and  of  totally  extirpat- 
ing them,  we  cannot  but,  think  that,  as  the  prosecution  of 
aach  design  must  be  attended  with  acts  of  great  severity,  it 
may  prove  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  safety  of  His 
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MaJGBty'B  other  colonies  on  the  continent,  by  filling  the  minda 
of  the  bordering  Indians  with  ideas  of  our  cruelty,  and  insti- 
gating them  to  a  dangerous  spirit  of  resentment.  The  Grov- 
ornor  was  not  by  any  means  naturally  cruel  or  unrelenting, 
but  folt  exasperated  at  Indian  treachery,  and  grieved  at  the 
horrid  treatment  to  which  prisoners  were  subjected  by  the 
savages.  Ee  had  already  tried  fair  meam,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate them,  and  these  having  signally  failed,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  make  them  feel  the  full  weight  of  his  resentment. 
The  hostility  of  the  Indians  was  said  to  have  beon  excited 
by  Joseph  de  la  Loutre — a  determined  enemy  of  British  rale 
who  was  sent  to  Canada  by  the  Society  of  Foreign  Missions 
at  Paris,  in  the  year  1737.  He  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
missionary  to  the  Micmacs  in  ^'ova  Scotia  as  early  as  1740, 
Governor  Mascarene  gives  him,  in  writing  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  a  very  bad  character,  representing  him  as  ti-eachei-- 
ously  surprising  and  killing  all  the  English  be  found  with- 
out the  fort,  destroying  their  cattle  and  burning  their 
houses.  Large  supplies  ol'  money,  fire-arms  and  ammuni- 
tion wore  furnished  him  by  the  French  government,  with 
leading  members  of  which  he  was  in  constant  communica- 
tion. Hia  principal  residence  was  near  Fort  Lawrence,  in 
Cumberland,  but  he  travelled  frequently  throngh  every  part 
of  the  Province,  putting  himself  in  communication  with  the 
Indian  chie&,  to  whom  he  gave  liberal  presents,  and  over 
whom  his  influence  seemed  almost  supreme.  Part  of  bis 
system  wm  to  intercept  government  despatches,  by  means 
of  the  Indians.  Thus  in  March,  1746,  he  intercepted  tb<v 
letters  of  the  Governor  of  Louisbourg  to  Governor  Masoar 
rene  at  Annapolis  and  sent  them  to  Quebec,  and,  in  July 
following,  he  assisted  the  officers  of  a  French  iUgate  od  the 
coast  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  capture  of  several  vessels,  laden 
with  supplies  for  the  British  forces.  He  bad  influential 
correspondents  in  Prance  who  sent  money  for  the  mission^ 
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part  of  which  he  applied  in  constructing  an  aboiteau  at 
Cumberland,  by  which  a  coneidorabie  tract  of  land  was 
reclaimed  from  the  sea.  Owing  to  the  means  at  his  dispo- 
sal, his  influence  over  some  of  the  other  priests  was  con- 
siderable. De  la  Loutre  had  acted  in  opposition  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  under  whom  he  held  the 
office  of  Vicar-Goneral  of  Acadia,  as  appears  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  Bishop.  "  You  have  at  last,"  saya 
the  Bishop,  "got  into  the  very  titinbie  which  I  foresaw, 
and  which  I  predicted  long  ago.  The  ref^igees  could  not 
fail  to  get  into  misery,  sooner  or  later,  and  to  charge  you 
with  being  the  cause  of  their  mlBfortunea.  It  will  be  the 
same  with  those  of  the  Island  of  St.  John  whenever  war 
breaks  out.  They  will  be  exposed  to  the  English,  ravaged 
without  ceasing,  and  will  throw  the  blame  upon  you.  The 
Court  thought  it  necessary  to  facilitate  their  departure  from 
their  lands,  but  that  is  not  the  concern  of  our  profession.  It 
i>vafi  my  opinion  that  we  should  neither  say  anything  against 
the  course  pursued,  nor  anything  to  induce  it.  I  reminded 
you  long  ago  that  a  prieat  ought  not  to  meddle  with  tempo- 
ral affairs,  and  that,  if  ho  did  so,  he  would  always  create 
enemies,  and  cause  his  people  to  be  discontented." 

To  the  colonists  at  Halifax.  Be  la  Loutre  was  a  dangerous 
enemy.  He  instigated  Jean  Baptiste  Cope,  the  Indian  chief 
of  the  Shubenaccadie  river  to  do  them  all  the  mischief  in 
his  power.  In  giving  Captain  Silvanue  Cobb  instructions  for 
tho  apprebODfiion  of  De  la  Loutre,  Cktrnwallis  says,  "  that  he 
has  certain  information  of  his  beii^  the  anthor  and  adviser 
of  all  the  disturbances  tho  Indians  have  made  in  the  Pro- 
vince." He  is  also  accused  of  having  caused  the  death  of 
Edward  How,  a  member  of  Oomwallis'  Cooncil,  who,  just 
after  leaving  Fort  Lawrence,  in  approaching  one  in  the  garb 
of  a  French  officer,  with  a  white  handkerchief  in  his  hand, 
as  a  token  of  his  desiring  a  conference,  was  shot  dead  by 
Indians  who  lay  concealed  in  the  bush.    Poor  How  was 
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popular  both  with  the  French  and  Indians,  and  jealonsy  of 
his  influence  was  anpposed  to  have  led  to  the  perpetration 
of  the  atrocious  deed.  "  Pride  and  vanity  were  his  predo- 
minant failings" — says  an  article  onDela  Lontre,  in  the  col- 
leutionB  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Quebec.  "After  ruining  the 
Acadiane  by  his  unwise  counsels,  he  abandoned  them  in  the 
moment  of  their  distress.  For  fear  of  falling  into  the  banda 
of  the  British,  he  left  Fort  Beausejonr  in  disguise,  crossed 
to  the  rirer  St  John,  and  went  thence  to  Quebec,  where, 
instead  of  a  welcome,  he  received  bitter  reproaches  ft-om  his 
bishop."  He  embarked  for  Prance  shortly  after,  but  the 
vessel  in  which  he  took  passage  was  captured  by  the  British, 
and  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  and  sent  to  Elizabeth  Castle 
in  Jersey,  where  he  remained  eight  years  in  confinement. 
He  returned  to  France  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peifce  in 
1763,  and  waa  never  further  heard  of 

In  the  montb  of  Angost,  1750,  the  ship  Aldemey  arrived 
in  Halifax,  witb  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  emigrants, 
who  were  sent  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbor  of  Hali&x, 
and  founded  the  town  of  Dartmouth  in  the  Autumn  of  that 
year.  Kr.  Aikiassaya,  that  in  December  following,  the  first 
ferry  was  established,  and  John  Oonnor  appointed  ferryman, 
by  order  in  Council.  "In  the  following  year,"  continues 
Mr.  Aikins,  "  tlie  Indians  snrprised  the  little  village  at  night, 
scalped  a  number  of  settlers  and  carried  off  several  prisoners. 
The  inhabitants,  fearing  an  attack,  had  cut  down  the  spruce 
trees  near  their  settlement,  which,  instead  of  a  protection  as 
was  intended,  served  as  a  cover  for  the  enemy.  Captain 
Clapham  and  his  company  of  Bangers  were  stationed  on 
Blackburn  Hill,  and,  it  is  said,  remained  witbin  bis  block 
house  firing  from  the  loop-holes  during  the  whole  affair. 
The  light  of  the  torches  and  the  discharge  of  musketry 
alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  Halifkz,  some  of  whom  put  off 
to  their  assistance,  bat  did  not  arrive  in  any  force  till  after 
the  Indians  had  retired.    The  night  was  calm,  and  the  cries 


.y  Google 


DEPUTIES   PROK   THE  ACADIANS.  109 

at  the  settlerB  and  -whoops  of  the  Indians  were  distinctly- 
heard  on  the  western  side  of  the  harbor.  On  the  following 
morning,  aeveral  bodies  were  brought  over — the  Indians 
having  carried  off  the  scalps,  Mr.  Pyke,  father  of  the  late 
John  George  Pjke,  lost  hie  life  on  this  occasion.  Those 
who  fled  to  the  woods  were  all  taken  prisoners  but  one." 

Mr.  Aikins  adds  that  there  was  a  guard  house  and  amall 
military  post  at  Dartmouth,  fVom  its  first  settlement,  and  a 
grm  mounted  on  the  points  near  the  saw  mill — In  the  cove — 
in  ItCiO.  The  transports  which  bad  been  housed  daring  the 
winter  for  the  accommodation  of  settlers,  were  anchored  in 
the  cove,  under  cover  of  this  gun,  aod  the  ice  kept  broken 
around  them  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  Indians. 

Deputies  &om  the  Acadians  having  again  come  to  the 
Governor  to  petition  for  liberty  to  retire  from  the  Province 
with  their  property,  expressing  their  determination  not  to 
BOW  seed,  the  produce  of  which  others  were  destined  to  reap, 
the  Governor  reasoned  with  them  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
their  condact,  urging  them  to  perform  their  usual  spring 
labor.  His  Excellency  was  more  conciliatory  than  usual,  and 
the  key  to  his  altered  manner  is  found  in  a  letter,  dated  the 
eleventh  September,  1749,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
in  which  he  says: — "I  am  sure  they  will  not  leave  their 
habitations  this  season.  My  view  is  to  make  them  as  useful 
as  possible  to  His  Majesty  while  they  do  stay.  If  afterwards 
they  are  still  obstinate  and  refuse  the  oath,  I  shall  receive, 
in  spring.  His  Majesty's  further  instructions  from  your  lord- 
ships." Having  complied  with  the  Governor's  wishes  in  re- 
gard to  the  cultivation  of  their  land,  the  deputies  returned, 
in  order  to  receive  a  specific  answer  to  their  petition.  The 
Croveraor,  in  an  address,  complimented  the  people  on  their  in- 
dustry and  temperance,  and  on  the  absence  amongst  them  of 
any  rice  or  debauchery.  He  reminds  them  that  they  have 
had  every  possible  assurance  of  the  free  and  public  ezeroise 
of  their  religion,  and  that  they  possess  the  only  cultivated 
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land  in  the  Province,  prodacing  grain  and  nonriahing  cattle 
Bufflci^it  for  the  whole  colony,  hot  he  peremptorily  refuBes 
to  allow  them  to  retire  in  a  body,  even  withont  their  pro- 
pert;,  as  the  French  who  are  at  present  eatablishing  them- 
selves, in  violation  of  the  late  treaty  In  various  parte  of  tha 
Province,  will  compel  them  to  take  np  arms  against  British 
anthority ;  but  he  promises  after  the  country  becomes  more 
settled,  to  give  passports  to  snoh  as  shall  aak  fbr  them,* 

Comwallis  returned  to  England  in  the  sammer  of  1752. 
His  administration  was  most  effective,  proving  him  to  have  ' 
been  a  man  of  rare  gifts  for  government.  Wisdom,  decision, 
tact  and  energy  distinguished  his  rule.  He  ini^ised  vigor 
into  every  department  of  his  government  In  conformity 
with  his  instmctions,  he  made  provision  for  the  due  admi- 
nistration of  the  law,  erecting  three  Courts.  The  ftrst  was  a 
coort  of  General  Sessions,  similar  to  Coorte  of  the  stunename 
in  England.  The  second  was  a  County  Court,  having  juris- 
diction over  the  whole  Province,  and  held  by  persons  in  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  at  Halifiix,  who  sat  monthly,  and 
decided  aiX  sums  in  dispute,  without  limitation  aa  to  their 
amount,  or  restriction  as  to  the  nature  of  the  action ;  the 
litigants  having  power  to  appeal  to  the  Sapremeor  Greneral 
Court,  of  which  the  Governor  and  Council  were  the  judges. 
It  mot  twice  a  year,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  jury, 
tried  all  criminal  offences,  and  decided  appeals  from  the 
County  Coort,  when  thesnm  exceeded  five  pounds,  f  For  the 
protection  of  the  settlement  and  the  maint^ianoe  of  order, 
Comwallis  formed  a  body  of  militia  to  the  number  of  eight 
hundred  and  forty,  fortified  George's  Island,  erected  forts  at 
Grand  Pr6,  Piz^uld,  Chegnecto ;  and  also  at  Chebucto  left  a 
flonrishing  town  where  be  had  fonnd,  three  years  ago,  a  dense 
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fbreet.  Yet  this  waa  the  man,  who,  in  addreeaing  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  spoke  of  himself  ae  knowing  little  of  basiness. 
"  I  have  applied  myBelf,"  he  adds,  "  aa  closely  as  poeeible  to 
each  Ivanch,  bat,  indeed,  my  Lords,  it  is  too  mach  for  any 
one  person.  The  distress  I  meet  with,  the  variety  I  have 
to  go  throngh.  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  can  testify."  That  the 
Governor  had  genuine  sympathy  for  those  committed  to  hie 
charge,  is  proved  by  the  incidental  fact  that  he  erected  a 
school  room  and  made  other  provision  for  orphan  children. 
It  is  perhaps  not  too  mach  to  say  that  Comwallis  accom- 
plished an  amount  of  work  in  tbxee  years,  which  an  ordinary 
man  conld  scarcely  have  performed  in  six. 

Governor  Comwallia  waa  succeeded  by  Peregine  Thomas 
HopsoD,  in  Angnst,  17B2.  Id  a  despateh  sent  by  him  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  dated  twenty-third  of  July,  1153,  the  new 
6ovem<H-  gives  an  account  of  the  Acadians  and  Indians, 
which  is  interesting  as  relating  to  a  period  so  near  that  of 
the  ezpuision  o(  tJtie  £>rmer  iVom  Uke  Provinoe.  The  num- 
ber of  Acadian  fomiliesbepato  down  at  973,  Who  are  mainly 
settled  in  Fiz^qxud,  Biver  Canard,  Minas  and  Annapolis. 
The  other  sfrtjUements,  Cobeqnid,  Bimchlgne,  Tatamagouoho 
and  CapeSsbifl,  containing  only  aizty-three  families.  He  esti- 
mates the  Jiicmaes  at  alxnit  three  hundred  families,  and  says 
that  at  no  time  had  more  than  two  hundred  of  them  appear- 
ed in  anna.  He  remarks,  it  may  appear  unaccottntable  to 
their  lord^ips  that  with  such  a  foroe  as  he  has  at  his  dis- 
posal he  should  solicit  Airther  military  aid,  accounting  for 
the  ai^Mi«nt  anomaly  from  the  number  of  soldiers  required 
to  deftnd  the  various  forts,  and  the  peculiarities  of  Indian 
ynr&n.  He  adds  that  the  French  are  strengthening  them- 
selves at  Fort  Beausejoor,  in  Cumberland,  and  expresses  bis 
conviction,  tliat  tUl  the  French  flag  is  removed,  the  English 
colonists  can  have  no  settled  peace.  * 

•Appendix  F. 
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The  colony  received  a  very  important  accession  in  th« 
spring  of  the  year  1751,  by  the  arrival  of  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  German  settlers,  to  which  a  thousand  more  were 
added  in  the  following  year.  For  the  accomniodation  of  so 
large  a  number  of  persons,  wooden  barrackB  were  erected. 
In  the  spring  of  1753,  it  was  resolved  to  remove  fifteen 
hundred  of  them  to  Merligaesh — Lunenburg — which  was 
accordingly  done,  transport*  having  been  provided  for  that 
purpose.  They  were  furnished  with  building  and  other 
materials,  necessary  fbr  the  erection  of  a  town.  They  were 
accompanied  by  Major  GorhajUj  Lieutenant  Creighton  and  a 
company  of  Bangers,  and  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  granted 
to  the  settlement  at  Halifax,  the  remainder  being  located  in  . 
the  Korth  Suburbs,  call^  Dutch  Town. 

During  the  administration  of  Governor  Hopson,  which,  in 
consequence  of  ill-health  compelling  him  to  leave  for  Eng- 
land, lasted  only  for  a  few  months,  two  petitions  were  pre- 
sented to  him — one  from  the  inhabitants  of  Grand  Fr6, 
Biver  Canard,  Piz^nid,  Ac.,  and  the  other  £h>m  the  inhabi- 
tants settled  near  Megognich.  The  first  prayed  that  their  mis- 
sionariee  may  not  be  required  to  take  theoatJi  of  allegiance 
and  the  second  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  their 
former  lands,  witliout  being  required  to  bear  arms  against 
any  people,  whether  French  or  Savaged,  or  people  of  any  other 
natJOD ;  that  they  niay  be  permitted  to  retire,  if  they  feel  so 
disposed,  with  high  head — la  tdte  lev^e — and  do  with  their 
property  what  they  please,  and  that  they  may  have  the  en- 
joyment of  their  religion  without  any  restraint  what«Tor, 
These  petitions  went  before  the  coanGil,and  though  the  replies 
were  extremely  conciliatory,  they  were  not  satis&otory  to 
the  petitioners. 

'  On  the  departure  of  Governor  Hopson,  on  the  first  of 
Kovember,  1753,  the  administration  of  the  Province  was 
committed  to  Charles  Lawrence,  Major  in  Warburton's  regi- 
ment of  Ibot,  which  formed  part  of  the  garrison  of  Louis- 
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bonrg,  under  Hopson.  ne  had  joined  the  army  at  Hali&z 
in  July,  1749,  and  soon  after  was  appointed  by  Governor 
ComwaUis  one  of  his  council.  Daring  the  years  lYCtO  and 
1751,  he  vaa  engaged  in  driviDg  the  Frcnoh  from  their 
encroachmenta  at  Beanbassin  and  Chegnecto.  He  had  alao 
accompanied  the  German  emigrants  to  Kerligaesh,  and 
assisted  in  founding  the  town  of  Lunenburg. 

In  December,  serions  dietnrbances  occnrred  at  Lanenburg, 
which  were  occasioned  by  French  emissaries  instigating  the 
people  to  rebelliofL  The  ostensible  canse  of  them  was  the  sup- 
posed concealment  of  a  letter  received  by  Mr.  Zoaberbnhler, 
J.P.,  containing  a  list  of  articles  sent  for  the  use  of  the 
coloniste  from  England.  "Under  torture,  hy  the  mob,  one 
John  Petriquin  said  he  had  received  ten  guineas  from  Mr. 
Zouberbuhler,  for  concealing  the  list  of  articles.  This  decla- 
ration, which  was  probably  utterly  false,  having  been  elicited 
under  pain,  exasperated  the  people.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland,  who  hod  command  of  the  few  troops  at  Lunen- 
burg, being  unable  to  allay  the  tumult,  applied  to  Governor 
Lawrence  for  assistance,  which  was  promptly  granted,  and 
order  restored. 

"In  this  year,"  says  Mr.  Murdoch,  "we  find,  perhaps, 
the  earliest  notico  extant,  of  a  newspaper  published  in  Xova 
Scotia,"*  referring  to  an  incidental  allusion  to  the  "Halifax 
Gazette,"  in  a  letter  of  Secretary  Cotterell  to  Captain  Floyer, 
at  Fiz4quid.  The  paper,  to  which  Mr.  Murdoch  refers,  was 
first  published  in  January,  1769,  by  Anthony  Henry,  and 
was  designated  the  "Nova  Scotia  Chronicle  or  Weekly 
Gazette,"  and  was  edited  by  Captain  Bulkley,  who  was  for 
many  years  Secretary  of  the  Province  and  Member  of 
Council.  The  printing  office  stood  at  the  lower  side  of 
Grafton  Street,  in  rear  of  the  residence  of  the  once  Attorney- 


•  Murdoch's  History,  vol.  2,  p.  234. 
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Genera]  Uniacke.    Henry  was  a  provincial,  and  settled  in 
Halifox  after  the  sejge  of  Louisbourg.* 

In  Camberlaad  were  two  forts,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
apart — the  ose  being  Fort  Lawrence,  held  by  the  English, 
and  the  other  Fort  Beansejour,  held  by  the  French.  In  the 
year  1754,  General  Shirley,  the  Governor  of  IfasBachasetts, 
entered  into  a  correspondence  with  Sir  Thomas  Bobinson, 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  view  to  the  reduotioD  of  the  French 
stronghold.  Instmotioiis  having  been  sent  to  Governor 
Lawrence,  he  ordered  Colonel  Honckton  and  Captain  Scott 
to  proceed  to  Boston,  in  order  to  consult  with  Shirley  ae  to 
the  best  mode  of  raising  the  necessary  force.  It  was  resolved 
that  two  thousand  men  should  be  got  ready  for  the  expe- 
dition, and  that  the  bnsiness  should  be  managed  with  the 
ntmoet  celerity  and  secrecy.  By  the  twentieth  of  A^oil, 
1765,  eighteen  hundred  men  were  raised  in  New  England, 
and  embarked  on  board  transporia  at  Boston,  to  wait  for 
arms  expected  from  England,  which  arrived  on  the  eight- 
eenth of  May.  The  expedition,  consisting  of  thirty-six 
veesele,  sailed  on  the  twenty-third,  nnder  the  command  of 
Monckton,  and  the  troops  were  landed  on  the  second  day  of 
June,  near  Fort  Lawreace.  Yergor,  the  commander  of  the 
French  fort,  immediately  sent  messengers  to  the  inhabitants, 
ordering  them  to  hasten  immediately  to  Beansejour,  on  pain 
of  death  in  case  of  disobedience.  A  number  responded  to 
the  call,  sending  their  wives  and  cliildren  inland.  The  gar- 
rison of  Beansejour  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
Aiter  operations,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail,  the 
English,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth  of  June,  fired  a 
shell  of  250  pounds,  which  fell  cm  a  casement  which  was 
used  as  a  prison,  and  in  which,  unfortunately,  an  English 
officer  was  confined,  who,  together  with  a  Frenoh  officer,  an 
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interpreter,  and  a  clerk,  -were  instantly  killed.  This  accident 
annerred  the  defenders,  who  sent  a  message  to  the  English 
commander,  deBiring  to  capitulate.  In  the  fort  was  De  la 
Lontre,  to  whose  hopes  the  surrender  of  it  proved  destruc- 
tive, and  who  prudently  escaped  before  the  English  entered. 
The  garrison  was  eent  to  Louisbourg,  and  the  Acadians  par* 
doned,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  forced  into  the  French 
servic©.  The  fort  of  Beausejonr  was  now  named  Port  Cum- 
berland. On  its  f^Il,  another  small  one,  on  the  Gasperaaux, 
surrendered.  Captain  Eons,  who  commanded  the  naval 
part  of  the  expedition,  then  left  for  the  river  St.  Jolm,  On 
his  arrival  there,  the  I^Vench  blew  up  their  magazine  and 
departed.  Thus  the  expedition  waa  completely  successful  in 
Acoompliebing  its  object. 
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The  AcadiaDa — The  necesBity  for  their  removal  from  the  ProTiDCfr^ 
The  Abb6  Bayoal's  "  Philosoi^cal  and  Political  Wwlorj  "—His 
description  of  theAcadians — Chwacter  of  the  Clergj — Charactes 
of  the  Acadians— The/  flaall;  decline  to  t&ke  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance— Mcaaures  for  their  removal — Colonel  Wiuelow — Hie  ad* 
dreBH  to   the  Acadiana  at    Grand   PrS — Their  embarkation— 
DeBtination — Reception   at  Virginia,  Carolina,  4c. — The  policy 
or  the    British  Qovexnment  in  connection  with  the  Acadians. 
— Conduct  of  Governor  Lawrence. 
We  have  now  come  to  that  inter^ting  p«riod  of  tbe  biBtoi^ 
of  Nova  Scotia  whon  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the 
Acadians  from  the  Province— necesBaiy  becaose  no  one,  on 
an  nnprejndiced  review  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  treated  by  the  British  Government,  from  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1113,  to  the  year  of  their 
removal,  can  come  to  any  other  conclnsion  than  that  they 
enjoyed  privileges  for  forty-two  years  which  wonld  not  pro- 
bably have  been  conceded,  under  similar  circumstances,  by 
any  other  Government  in  Enrope.    Kot withstanding  their 
pertinacious    refusal    to  swear  allegiance  to  the  British 
Crown,   they  had  all  the  advantages  of  British  subjects, 
having  full  religious  liberty,  holding  their  lands  without 
being  Bubjected  to  any  direct  tax,  and  having  the  protection 
of  British  power  without  being  required  to  fight,  like  loyal 
subjects,  for  its  maintenance.    And  what  return  did  the 
Acadians  make  for  the  hindn&ss  and  consideration  shown 
them?    In  violation  of  law,   they  traded  aystematically 
with  the  enemies  of  Britain,  withheld  supplies  f^m  the 
garrison  of  Annapolis  when  distressed  for  want  of  pro- 
visions, allowed  a  British  vessel  to  be  plundered  at  their 
very  door  by  a  party  of  eleven  savages  without  rendering 
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any  aid  to  the  owoer,  not  to  speak  of  the  charges  of  Aimish- 
ing  informatioD  to  the  enemy,  and  of  paying  rent  for  their 
lands  to  Lords  of  Manors  in  Cape  Breton ;  and  when  the 
fort  of  Beansejonr  was  taken,  three  hundred  of  their  num- 
ber were  fonnd  with  arms  in  their  hands,  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  British  Crown,* 

As  the  beautiful  poem  of  Longfellow  was  evidently  based 
on  the  d^cription  which  tbe  Abbd  Baynal  has  given  of  the 
AcadianB^  in  the  fifth  volume  of  his  "Philosophical  and 
Political  History,"  and  has  had  the  effect  of  making  the 
tragic  tale  of  their  removal  known  throughout  Europe, 
exciting  deep  and  wide-spread  sympathy  in  their  behalf, 
with  corresponding  indignation  at  tbe  treatment  they  re- 
ceived, it  becomes  necessary  to  review  the  statements  of 
this  iuB tor ian,  and  ascertain  to  what  extent  his  description 
corresponds  with  that  of  others,  whose  means  of  obtaining 
accurate  information  were  superior  to  his  own,  and,  also,  to 
adduce  some  facts  which  may  enable  the  reader  to  determine 
the  amount  of  blame  attaching  to  the  British  Government 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  transportation  of  the  people 
was  effected. 

The  following  is  the  description  of  Baynal,  w  translated 
by  J.  0.  Justamond,  F.R3.,  and  is  substantially  the  same  as 
that  given  by  Mr.  Haliburton : 

"  There  were  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  Acadlans  settled 
in  the  capital ;  tbe  rest  were  dispersed  in  the  neighboring 
countiy.  No  magistrate  was  ever  appointed  to  rule  over 
them,  and  they  were  never  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
England.  No  rents  or  taxes  of  any  kind  were  ever  exacted 
from  them.  Their  new  sovereign  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
them,  and  they  were  equally  strangers  to  him.  Hunting, 
which  had  formerly  been  the  delight  of  the  colony,  and 
might  still  have  supplied  it  with  subsistence,  had  no  f\irther 

•Nova  Scotia  Archivea,  p.  277. 
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attraction  for  a  simple  and  qniet  people,  and  gave  way  to 
agriculture.  It  had  been  begun  in  the  marahes  in  the  low 
lands,  by  repelling  the  sea  and  the  rivers  which  covered 
these  plains,  with  dykes.  These  grotmde  yielded  fifty  times 
aa  mncb  as  before.  Wheat  and  oats  sncceeded  best  in  them, 
but  they  likewise  produced  rye,  barley  and  maize.  There 
were  also  potatoes  in  great  plenty,  the  nee  of  which  waa  be- 
come common.  At  the  same  time,  the  immense  meadows 
were  covered  with  nnmerons  flocks.  Sixty  thousand  head 
of  cattle  were  computed  there,  and  most  of  the  families  had 
several  horses,  though  the  tillage  waa  carried  on  by  oxen. 
The  habitations,  built  entirely  of  wood,  were  extremely  con- 
Tenient,  and  Aimished  as  neatly  as  a  substantial  farmer's 
house  in  Europe,  The  people  had  a  great  deal  of  poultry 
of  all  kinds,  which  made  a  variety  in  their  food,  which  was, 
in  general,  wholesome  and  plentiAil.  Their  common  drink 
waa  beer  and  cider,  to  which  they  sometimes  added  rum. 
Their  nsual  clothing  was,  in  general,  the  produce  of  their 
own  flax  and  hemp,  or  the  fleeces  of  their  own  sheep.  With 
these  they  made  common  linena  and  coaiBe  cloths.  If  any 
of  them  had  any  inclination  for  articles  of  greater  Inxury, 
they  procured  them  from  Annapolis  or  Louiabonrg,  and 
gave  in  exchange  com,  cattle,  or  ftirs." 

"  The  neutral  French  had  few  articles  to  dispose  of 
among  their  neighbors,  and  still  fewer  amongst  themselves, 
because  each  separate  family  was  able  to  provide  for  its 
wants.  They,  therefore,  knew  nothing  of  paper  currency, 
which  was  so  common  throughont  the  rest  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. Even  the  small  quantity  of  specie  which  had  stolen 
into  the  colony  did  not  promote  that  circulation,  which  is 
the  greatest  advantage  that  can  be  derived  &om  it" 

"  Their  manners  were,  of  conrse,  extremely  simple.  There 
never  was  a  cause,  either  civil  or  criminal,  of  importance 
enough  to  be  carried  before  the  court  of  judicature  at  An- 
napolis.   Whatever  little  differences  arose  ftom  time  to 
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time  among  them,  were  amicftbly  adjiuted  by  tbeir  elders. 
All  their  public  acts  were  draim  hy  their  pastors,  who  had 
likewise  the  keeping  of  their  wills,  for  which,  and  their 
religions  services,  the  inhabitants  volnnt^ly  gave  them  a 
twenty-seventh  part  of  their  harvests.  These  were  plen- 
tifhl  enough  to  snpply  more  than  a  sufficiency  io  fulfil 
every  act  of  liberality.  Beat  misery  was  entirely  unknown, 
and  benevolence  prevented  the  demands  of  poverty.  Every 
misfortune  was  relieved,  as  it  were,  before  it  eonld  be  felt ; 
and  food  was  nniverealty  dispensed  without  ostentation  on 
the  part  of  the  giver,  and  without  humiliating  the  person 
who  received  it.  Tliese  people,  amonnting  to  eighteen 
tbonsand  souls,  were,  in  a  word,  a  society  of  brethren, 
every  individnal  equally  ready  to  give  and  to  receive 
what  he  thought  the  common  right  of  mankind.  Such 
peritet  harmony  natnrally  prevented  all  those  gallantries 
which  are  so  often  fatal  to  the  peace  of  families.  There  never 
was  an  instance  in  this  society  of  an  nnlawful  commerce  be- 
tween the  seses.  This  evil  was  prevented  by  early  marriages, 
for  no  one  passed  his  youth  in  a  state  of  celibacy.  As  soon  as 
a  yoimg  man  came  to  the  proper  age,  the  commnnity  built 
him  a  house,  broke  np  the  lands  about  it,  sowed  them,  and 
supplied  him  with  all  the  necessaries  of  lifb  for  a  twelve- 
month. Here  he  received  the  partner  whom  he  had  chosen, 
and  who  brought  him  her  portion  in  flocks.  This  new  fiimily 
grew  and  prospered  like  the  others." 

The  historian,  for  rhetorical  effect,  feigning  ignorance  of 
what  followed,  continues  in  the  following  strain :  "  Who 
will  not  be  affected  with  the  innocent  manners,  and  the 
tranquility  of  this  fortunate  colony  ?  Who  will  not  wish 
fbr  the  duration  of  it£  happiness  ?  Who  will  not  constract, 
in  imagination,  an  impenetrable  wall,  that  may  separate 
these  colonists  from  their  unjust  and  turbulent  neighbon  ? 
The  calamities  of  the  people  have  no  period;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  end  of  their  felicity  is  always  at  hand.    A 
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lODg  series  of  fovorable  events  is  Decesaaiy  to  raise  them 
Srojn  misery,  wliile  one  inBtant  is  sufficient  to  plunge  them, 
into  it.  Hay  tlie  Acadians  be  exempted  from  this  general 
carse.    Bat,  alas !  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  will  not  I" 

With  respect  to  the  onmber  of  the  popnlation,  Raynal 
says  there  were  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  in  the  capital, 
by  which  he  must  mean  the  district  of  Annapolis,  and  that 
the  entire  French  population  amounted  to  eighteen  thousand 
souls.  In  the  letter  of  Colonel  Vetch  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
the  aggregate  population  was  estimated  id  ltl4  at  two 
thousand  five  hundred  souls,  which,  however,  scarcely 
accords  with  a  statement  in  a  letter  from  Lieut.- Governor 
Caulfield  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1716,  in  which  he 
says  tbo  number  of  able-bodied  men  was  &om  nine  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  souls,  which  would  indicate,  unless 
Indians  are  included,  an  under  estimate  by  Colonel  Vetch. 
But  as  to  the  actual  population  of  the  Province  in  1755 
— tie  year  of  Acadian  removal— the  statement  of  Gov- 
ernor Lawrence  in  a  circular  sent  to  the  various  governors 
of  the  continent  seems  conclusive:  "As  their  number 
amounts,"  he  says,  "to  near  seven  thousand  persons,  the 
driving  them  off  with  leave  to  go  whither  they  pleased 
would  have  doubtless  strengthened  Canada  with  so  consid- 
erable a  number  of  inhabitants ;  and  as  they  have  no  cleared 
land  to  give  them  at  present,  such  as  are  able  to  bear  arms 
must  have  been  immediately  employed  in  annoying  this 
and  the  neighboring  colonies." 

Kaynal  is  equally  in  error  as  to  the  sixty  thousand  cattle 
with  which  the  "  immense  meadows"  are  said  to  have  been 
covered.  Colonel  Vetch,  in  the  letter  to  which  allusion  has 
already  been  made,  says,  in  reply  to  a  question  as  to  the 
number  of  cattle  the  Acadians  might  take  with  tbom  if  they 
left  the  country :  "  I  am  informed  that  there  may  be  about 
five  thousand  black  cattle,  besides  a  great  number  of  sheep 
and  hogs,  in  that  country,  the  greater  part  of  which  they 
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will  take  with  them,  if  permitted."  The  actual  number  of 
cattle  at  the  timoof  their  removal,  is  stated^byMr.  Murdoch 
as  seven  tJiouBand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  includ- 
ing oxen,  cows,  and  young  cattle,  which  shows  how  little 
dependence  can  be  put  on  the  etatoments  of  the  Abbe  Ray. 
nal!» 

"  The  habitations,"  eays  this  historian,  "were  extremely 
convenient,  and  furnished  as  neatly  as  a  substantial  termer's 
house  in  Europe." 

"StTODgl^bailtwere  the  houses  with  frameeoroak  and  of  cheenut. 
Such  as  the  peasanta  of  Noimand/  built  in  the  dajs  of  the  Henries, 
Thatched  were  the  roofs,  with  dormer  windows;  and  gables  pro- 
jecting 
Over  the  baMment  below  protected  and  shaded  the  doorway."  t 
We  shall  call  two  Frenchmen,  who  were  partial  to  their 
own  countrymen,  as  witneaaes    on    this    point.      Messrs. 
Beanharnois  and  Hocquart  addressed  an  elaborate  commu- 
nication to  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  dated  Quebec,  twelfth 
September,  1746,  in  which,  after  aesnring  the  Coont  that, 
from  intelligence  they  have  received  from  officers  in  chu-ge 
of  a  detachment  of  French  troops  in  Acadia,  as  well  as  from 
miseionariee,  they  are  satisfied  the  people  will  not  hesitate 
to  take  up  arms  as  soon  as  they  receive  the  mnnitions  of 
war,  and  Uie  French  have  become  masters  of  Port  Boyal ; 
they  add,  "  the  Acadians  have  not  extended  their  planta- 
tions since  they  have  come  under  Fnglish  dominion,  their 
houses  are  wretched  wooden  boxes,   mthout  comemence  and 
tcithmit  ornament,  and  scarcely  contaimnff  the  necestaiy  furni- 
ture."   Saynal  also  alludes  to  the  small  quantity  of  specie 
that  had  stolen  into  the  country.    Here  his  own  country- 
men again  prove  him  in  error;  they  write,  "  the  Acadians 
are  eilremely  covetous  of  specie.    Since  the  settlement  of 
Isle  Eoyale  they  have  drawn  from  Louisbourg  almost  all  the 

*  Hardoch'B  HJstoi?,  toI.  2,  p.  293. 
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specie  ihe  King  anoaally  eent  out;  it  never  makes  ite 
appearance  again — they  are  particiUarlj  oarefbl  to  conceal 
it  What  object  can  they  have  except  to  secure  for  them- 
selvee  a  raBonrce  for  an  evil  day  1"* 

The  Acadians  are  also  represented  by  Saynal  as  living  in 
a  state  of  delightftil  harmony,  of  which  there  is  no  other 
instance  in  the  history  of  the  human  race,  except  that  which 
embraces  the  epoch  •previoUa  to  the  ft^  of  man.  lo  this 
happy  country,  even  a  lawyer  could  find  no  business,  which 
could  hardly  be  said  of  afiy  other  eonntry  under  the  sun, 
"  for  whatever  little  difficulties  arose  were  amicably  adjusted 
by  their  elders." 

"  Thus  durelt  in  love  thxae  eimple  AcadJau  formers."  t 

It  is  a  pity  to  spoil  this  pretty  picture,  but  a  regard  to  truth 
compels  us  to  direct  attention  to  what  Governor  Armstrong 
says,  in  a  letter  dated  Annapolis  Royal,  the  sixteenth  of 
November,  1731,  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Beferring 
to  a  previous  communioation,  he  says :  "  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships will  ihvor  me  with  each  directions  as  the  facts  Uierein 
related  require ;  for,  otherwise,  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter 
to  bring  thoee  people  to  aoy  reasonable  terms  of  obedienoe 
to  Hie  Majesty's  Oovemment,  or  even  to  any  manner  of  good 
order  and  decency  among  themselves,  for  though  ih^  are  a 
litigioua  tort  of  people,  and  so  ill-natured  to  one  another,  as 
dmly  to  enoroaoh  on  their  neighbours'  pr<^rtieB,  which 
occasions  continQal  einnplaints,  and  which  were  pafUy  the 
cause  of  some  of  the  puiigraphs  of  my  former  letter ;  yet, 
they  -all  agree  in  opposing  every  order  of  <jrovemmeat, 
though  never  so  conducive  to  their  own  interest. "J  Nor  do 
the  Acadians  seem  to  have  improved  during  tiie  long  inter- 
val between  1731  and  1753,  for,  in  the  latter  year — ^that  is, 

*  Dr.  Callaghftn's  Netr  York  Documents. 
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two  years  before  their  removal — Governor  Lawrence, 
addressing  the  Lords  of  Trade,  ia  a  despatch  datfid  fifth  of 
December,  says :  "  I  come  now  to  the  Prench  inhabitants, 
who  are  tolerably  quiet,  as  to  Government  matters,  bat 
eeceedingli/  liH^out  among  themselvee.  As  this  spirit  of 
litigation  shews  the  value  they  set  upon  their  possessions,  it 
is  BO  far  a  favorable  circumstance."* 

If  called  upon  to  produce  ikcts  to  justify  the  expulsion  of 
the  Acadiana  Irom  the  Province,  tbey  could  be  fhmlbhed 
&om  the  work  of  Saynal  himself.  What  sort  of  character 
does  he  give  the  missionaries  of  the  Acadlane  ?  "  The  mis- 
sionaries easily  insinuated  themselves  among  them — the 
Indians — and  had  bo  &r  inculcated  their  tenets  as  to  make 
enthusiasts  of  them.  M>  the  same  time  that  they  taught 
them  their  religion,  they  inspired  them  with  that  hatred 
which  they  themselves  entertained  for  the  English  name. 
This  fundamental  article  of  their  new  worship,  being  that 
which  m^de  the  strongest  impression  on  their  senses,  and 
the  only  one  that  favored  their  passion  for  war,  they  adopted 
with  all  the  rage  that  was  natural  to  them.  They  not 
only  reAised  to  make  any  exchange  with  the  English,  but 
also  flreqnwitJy  disturbed  and  ravaged  the  frontiers  of  that 
nation.  Their  attacks  became  more  frequent,  more  obsti- 
nate, and  more  regular  after  they  had  ohosen  St.  Caateins, 
formerly  captain  of  Uie  regiment  of  Carignan,  for  their  com- 
mander, who  was  settled  among  them,  had  married  one  of 
their  women,  and  conformed  in  every  respect  to  their  mode 
of  liib.  When  the  English  saw  that  all  efforts,  either  to  re- 
concile the  savages  or  to  destroy  them  in  their  forests,  were 
ineffectual,  they  fell  upon  the  Acadians,  wfumitiiei/ looked>^>on, 
with  reaaem,  as  the  only  cause  of  all  their  calamities."  If  such 
was  the  dtaracter  of  the  ^ests  who  were  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise their  sacred  functions  in  the  Province  through  British 

*  Nova  Scotia  Archiv«e,  p.  206. 
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tolerance,  and  each  the  effect  of  their  teaching  on  the  sav- 
ages, what  most  have  been  the  frait  of  their  labors  anonget 
the  Acadiaos  themselves  ?  Baynal  himself  &vor8  na  with 
an  answer  to  the  qneation  when  he  aays,  "  their  pricete,  either 
heated  by  their  own  entiiaaiasm,  or  aecretly  instigated  by 
the  Gtovemore  of  Canada,  made  tbem  believe  all  they  chose 
to  say  against  the  English,  whom  they  called  heretics."*  But 
while  the  description  given  by  this  famoos  historian  of  the 
priesthood  was  applicable  to  De  laLontre,  itwaanot  sotothe 
Soman  Catholio  missionaries  as  a  body,  whom  be  has  thus 
ehamefhlly  traduced. 

The  evidence  adduced  seems  to  prove  the  Abb^  Raynal 
totally  unreliable  as  an  authority  in  regard  to  the  Acadiane, 
snd  that  the  poem  Evangeline,  though  a  splendid  creation 
«f  genios,  rests,  so  thr  as  based  on  Haynal's  description  of 
their  character,  on  fiction,  not  on  &ct. 

Let  us  not  be  understood  as  endeavoring  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  the  Acadians.  What  has  been  adduced  simply 
proves  that  they  were  human.  They  were  a  sober,  indns- 
trious  people — inheriting  a  fUir  share  of  the  frailties  of 
human  nature — but  placed  in  circumstances  which  rendered 
their  position  one  of  great  difficulty.  Naturally  attached  to 
France  and  its  institutions,  and  inspired  by  loyalty  to  the 
French  throne,  they  alwaya  refiised  to  swear  unconditional 
allegiance  to  the  British  Crown.  It  is  true  that  Governor 
Phillips  induced  the  people  to  take  an  unconditional  oath,  so 
far  as  the  written  t«rms  were  concerned ;  but  there  seems  to 
have  been,  even  on  that  occasion,  a  verbal  qualification  as 
to  bearing  arms  against  the  French  King.  Governor  Com- 
wallis,  who  most  have  been  well  informed  on  the  subject,  in 
addressing  the  Acadians,  says:  "You  have  always  ref\ieed, 
gentlemen,  to  take  the  oath  without  a  reservation."  And 
Governor  Lawrence,  in  addreesing  the  Lords  of  Trade,  on 

*  lUjQftl's  Hislorj,  vol.  6,  pp.  346  aod  362. 
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tlie  eighteenth  Jnly,  1755,  says:  "Ab  the  French  inhabl- 
tantsof  the  Province  have  never  yet,  at  any  time,  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  His  Majesty  unqualified,  I  thought  it 
my  dnty  to  avail  myself  of  the  present  oooasion  to  propose 
it"* 

We  shall  now  proceed  with  onr  narrative  aa  to  the  removal 
of  the  French  neutrals,  reserving  remarks  on  the  mode  of 
its  ezecation  till  the  close  of  the  chapter. 

At  the  Goveroor'a  house  a  coaocil  was  held  on  the  third  of 
July,  1T5S,  at  which  the  Governor  presided,  and  at  which 
the  following  councillors  were  present :  Benjamin  Oreen, 
John  Collins,  William  Cotterell,  and  J.  Belcher.  The  GoT- 
amor  laid  before  the  conncii  an  insolent  memorial,  signed  by 
a  number  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Minas  and  Fiz^nid, 
delivered  to  Captain  Murray,  the  commanding  officer,  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  His  Bzceltency.  One  passage  from  the 
memorial  is  sufficient  to  indicate  its  tone.  Referring  to  the 
(drcomstance  of  their  being  ordered  to  deliver  their  arms, 
they  said,  "  it  is  not  the  gon  which  an  inhabitant  possesses 
that  will  induce  him  to  revolt,  nor  the  privation  of  the  same 
gun  that  will  make  him  more  faithful,  but  his  conscience 
alone  mnst  induce  him  to  maintain  his  oath."  The  memor- 
ialists had  been  summoned  before  the  conncii,  and  some  of 
them  were  now  in  wailing,  and  being  introduced,  the  memor- 
ial was  discussed  bef(n^  them,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and 
the  absurdity  of  every  portion  of  it  pointed  out  They  were 
ohalleoged  to  produce  any  instance  where  a  privilege  was 
denied  them,  or  where  any  hardships  were  imposed  on  them 
hy  the  Government,  but  they  could  not,  and  acknowledged,  in 
reply,  the  justice  and  lenity  of  their  rules.  They  were  then 
asked  to  take  the  oath  in  the  ordinary  fbrm,  which  they  re- 
ftased  to  do,  when  they  were  informed  they  would  be  allowed 

'  Nora  Scotia  Archives,  p.  269.  Bee  also  a  nlnable  note  bj  T'  B. 
AkiDS,  Esq.,  Archivea,  p.  263> 
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till  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  to  come  to  a  final  deciBioii.  On 
reappearing  they  still  refused  the  oath,  and  were  consequently 
ordered  into  confinement. 

The  Lietttenant-6oT«mor  hsTing  been  instrncted  by  Got^ 
ernment  to  conenlt  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  fleet  on 
any  emergency  that  might  concern  the  secnrity  of  the  Pro- 
vince, he  accordingly  invited  Yice-Admiral  Boscawen  and 
BeaivAdmiral  Mostyn  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  conncil 
to  be  held  on  the  fifteenth  July.  The  Admirals  accordingly 
attended.  On  the  late  proceedings  of  the  council  being  l^d 
before  them,  they  approved  of  what  had  been  done,  and  ex* 
preesed  the  opinion  that  the  time  had  come  when  the  infaabi- 
tanta  mnst  take  the  oath  or  leave  the  country.  On  the 
eighteenth  Jnly,  the  Governor  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
reporting  proceedings,  and  expressing  his  determination  "  to 
bring  the  inhabitants  to  a  compliance  or  rid  the  Province  of 
ench  perfldioos  sabjects." 

The  Acadians  having  been  requested  to  send  other  depn- 
ties  in  m^er  to  convey  their  final  decision  as  to  the  taking  of 
the  oath,  they  arrived  in  Halifax,  and  appearedat  a  meeting 
of  Council  held  on  the  twenty-fifth  July,  when  they  declared 
the  people  were  unanimous  in  coming  to  the  resolution  of 
declining  to  take  any  oath  which  did  not  provide  for  ex- 
emption from  bearing  arms.  The  deputies  wOTe  requested 
seriously  to  consider  the  consequences  of  a  reftisal,  and  to 
determine  finally  by  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  month,  when 
another  meeting  of  the  Council  was  to  be  held.  In  the  mean- 
time, deputies  from  other  parts  of  the  Province  had  arrived, 
conveying  to  the  Conncil  a  similar  resolution  on  the  part  of 
their  constituents.  They  all  appeared  at  the  meeting  held 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  and,  refusing  to  take  the  oath,  were 
ordered  into  confinement  At  this  meeting  of  Council  it 
was  resolved  to  send  the  refractory  inhabitants  to  tbeseveral 
colonies  on  the  continent,  and  to  provide,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  a  snffioient  namber  of  vessels  £ar  Uiat  purpose. 
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The  liieutonHit-Goveriior  wrote  to  Colonel  Hoockton,  com- 
msodiDg  at  Beaasejonr,  intimating  the  leeolution  of  the 
Conncil,  and  desiriog  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  t<a 
its  ezecatioQ  in  that  part  of  the  Province.  Instractiona 
were  also  issned  to  Colonel  Winalow,  commanding  the  troopt 
AtMinas.  Winslow,  whose  letter  boob  and  jonraai,  while 
engaged  in  the  removal  of  the  Acadiaos,  are  in  the  poeeessioa 
of  the  HaaaachnBettB  Historical  Society  at  Boeton,  was  a  sod 
of  Isaac  Winslow  of  Marsbfield,  in  Massachusetts,  and  great 
grandson  of  Edward  Winalow,  one  of  the  first  Flymoath 
eettlers.  He  was  a  captain  of  Provincials  in  the  nnfortonate 
expedition  to  Cnba,  in  1740,  and  afterwards  an  officer  in  the 
British  army,  and  a  Major-Genersl  of  Militia,  So  great  was 
his  popnlarity  that  he  raised,  for  the  expedition  under 
Monckton,  two  thousand  men  in  the  space  of  two  months. 
He  died  at  Marshfield  in  1774,  aged  seventy-three  years. 

Instmctions  eiraUar  to  those  forwarded  to  Winslow  were 
sent  to  Major  John  ^andtield — some  of  whose  descendants 
are  still  in  the  Province — commanding  at  Annapolis.  Tran»- 
ports  had  been  ordered  from  Boston,  which  arrived  at  the 
various  ports  assigned  them.  The  commanders  were  in- 
structed, if  they  found  fair  means  to  f&il  in  inducing  the 
inhabitants  to  leave,  to  adopt  the  most  vigorous  measures 
possible,  not  only  in  compelling  them  to  embark,  but  in  de- 
priving those  who  should  escape,  of  all  means  of  shelter  or 
support,  by  burning  their  houses,  and  destroying  everything 
that  might  afford  them  tbe  means  of  subsistence  in  the 
eonntiy.  TTi«  Excellency  prepared  a  circular,  addressed  to 
the  various  Governors  on  the  Contineut,  including  those  of 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  wherein  he  stated  the  reasons  for  the 
removal  of  the  people,  expressing  the  hope  that  they  would 
dispose  of  them  in  such  a  manner  as  woold  best  a 
design  of  preventing  their  re-union.* 

'Appendix  G,  Nova  Scotia  ArchiveB,  p.  211. 
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The  Acadiaos  were  busy  completing  thoir  harvest  when 
the  time  of  their  departare  had  arrived.  Winslow,  on  the 
■ecoad  of  September,  isfiued  a  written  order,  commanding 
the  inhabitanta  of  Grand  Pre,  Minas  and  other  places  adjoin- 
ing to  attend  at  the  Church  at  Grand  Pr4,  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  His  Majesty's  inatractions  respecting  them.  A 
large  number  coneeqaently  attended,  having  no  idea  that 
immediate  steps  for  their  removal  were  contemplated,  when 
Winslow  thoB  addressed  them :  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  received 
from  His  Excellency  Governor  Lawrence,  the  King's  com- 
miBoion,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand ;  and  by  his  orders  yon 
are  convened  together,  to  manifest  to  yon  His  Majesty's 
final  resolution  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  this  his  Pro- 
vince of  Kova  Scotia,  who,  for  almost  half  a  centnry,  have  had 
more  indulgence  granted  to  them  than  any  of  His  Majesty's 
anbjects,  in  any  part  of  his  dominions ;  vrhat  use  you  have 
made  of  it,  you  yourselves  best  know.  The  path  of  duty  I 
am  now  upon,  though  necessary,  is  very  disagreeable  to  my 
natural  make  and  temper,  as  I  know  it  muflt  be  grievous  to 
you,  who  are  of  the  same  species ;  but  it  is  not  my  business 
to  animadvert,  but  to  obey  such  orders  as  I  receive,  and, 
therefore,  without  hesitation,  deliver  to  you  His  Majesty's 
orders  and  isstructions,  namely,  that  your  lands  and  tene- 
ments, cattle  of  all  kinds  and  live  stock  of  all  sort£  are  for- 
feited to  the  Crown,  with  all  your  other  effects,  saving  your 
money  and  household  goods,  ond  you  yourselves  to  be  re- 
moved from  this  his  Province.  Thus,  it  is  peremptorily 
His  Majesty's  orders  that  the  whole  French  inhabitants  of 
these  districts  beremoved ;  and  I  am,  through  His  Majesty's 
goodness,  directed  to  allow  you  liberty  to  cai-ry  off  your 
money  and  household  goods,  as  many  as  you  can,  without 
discommoding  the  vessels  you  go  in.  I  shall  do  every  thing 
in  my  power  that  all  these  goods  be  secured  to  yon,  and 
that  you  are  not  molested  in  carrying  them  off;  also,  that 
whole  ftunHiea  shall  go  in  the  same  vessels,  and  make  this 
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remove,  which  I  am  sensible  mast  give  you  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  as  easy  as  His  Majesty's  service  will  admit;  and 
hope  that  in  whatsoever  part  of  the  world  you  may  fall,  yoa 
may  be  fkithf\il  sobjects— a  peaceable  and  happy  people.  I 
most  alfio  inform  yon  that  it  in  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that 
yon  rem^u  in  security  under  the  inspection  and  directiouB 
of  the  troops  that  I  have  the  honor  to  command."  These 
words  fell  like  a  thunderbolt  on  the  assembly.  The  calamity 
was  so  sudden  and  nnezpected  that  the  people  could  not  for 
some  time  realise  their  true  position  when  they  were  de- 
clared prisoners.  The  number  collected  for  removal  at 
Grand  Fr^  was  1,923  souls.  A  number  escaped  to  the 
woods,  Tram  which  they  beheld  the  smoke  of  their  burning 
habitations ;  for  the  command  to  destroy  all  means  of 
shelter  and  subsistence  was  rapidly  executed.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Minas  alone,  says  Haliburton,  there  were  255  houses, 
£76  bams,  155  out-honses,  11  mills  and  1  church  destroyed. 
The  people  were  so  paralysed  at  such  wholesale  destruction, 
that  they  appeared  quite  resigned,  according  to  a  letter 
froDiCapt^n  Hurray,  in  reply  to  one  sent  to  him  by  Colonel 
Winslow.  Their  resignation,  however,  was  the  resignation 
of  despair;  and  when,  on  the  tenth  of  September,  they  were 
driven  on  board  the  transports,  nature  found  relief  in  loud 
lamentations  at  their  fate. 

At  Annapolis  and  Cumberland  the  people  left  their  dwell- 
ings and  fled  to  the  woods.  At  the  latter  place  two  hundred 
and  fifty-three  houses  were  set  on  fire,  and  all  the  harvest 
produce  at  the  same  time  destroyed.  Here  the  military 
encoontored  partial  opposition.  While  engaged  in  the  work 
of  destruction  they  were  attacked  by  a  body  of  French  and 
Indians,  when  Dr.  Ifarch  and  five  or  six  privates  were 
killed  and  a  number  wonnded. 

In  the  meantime,  one  of  the  transports  which  sailed  from 
Annapolis  Boyal  was  seized  by  the  passengers,  consisting  of 
thir^-six  families,   nambering   in    all   two  hundred  and 
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twen^-aiz  sonls,  and  taken  to  the  river  St  John.  ADOther, 
through  Btreea  of  weather,  was  driven  to  the  West  Indies. 
At  the  TariooB  ooloniee  at  which  the  unfortunate  Acadians 
arrived  they  were  not  by  any  means  made  welcome.  Ab 
winter  had  now  set  in,  it  was  impossible  to  find  employment 
for  snch  as  were  able  to  work,  and  their  maintenance,  there- 
fore, became  a  Berioos  bnrden  to  the  Colcmial  QoTemments, 
who,  conseqaently,  wrote  Governor  Lawrence,  demanding 
money  for  their  snpptnrt,  which  the  Governor  was  in  no 
haste  to  supply,  hie  object  being  simply  to  get  quit  of  bad 
snbjec^,  and  not  concerning  himself  as  to  how  they  fared  in 
the  lands  to  which  they  had  been  transported,  provided 
their  return  to  the  Province  was  prevented.  According  to 
a  despatch  addressed  to  Governor  Lawrence  by  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  in  July,  17116,  it  seems  that  several  hundreds  of  the 
Acadians  had  been  sent  to  England  fh>m  Tlrginia  and  South 
Carolina.  Lieutenant-Governor  Fhips  writes,  in  July  of 
the  same  year,  to  Lawrence  that  seven  boats  containing 
about  ninety  c^  the  French  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  had 
coasted  along  shore  ftom  Georgia,  and  had  arrived  at  a 
harbor  in  the  southern  part  of  Massachusetts,  where  the 
unfortunate  wanderers  were  received,  three  or  four  of  them 
having  been  sent  to  Boston  to  be  CKamined.  On  receiving  this 
intelligence,  Lawrence  immediately  addressed  a  circular  to 
the  Governors  on  the  Continwt,  entreating  them  to  prevent 
the  retnm  of  the  people,  by  destroying  any  vessels  they  may 
have  prepared  "for  so  pemicioos  an  nndeftskiog  as  their 
retnm  to  Nova  Scotia."  The  Lords  of  Trade,  in  writing  to 
Lawrence,  in  March,  1751,  and  expressing  approval  of  the 
means  used  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  banished  people, 
state  that  if  they  had  not  been  prudently  stopped,  "  there 
was  no  attempt,  however  desperate  and  cruel,  which  might 
not  be  expected  from  p««ons  exasperated  as  they  moat  have 
been  by  the  treatment  they  had  met  with."  Indeed,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  seem  to  have  received  Governor  Lawrence's 
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accoimt  of  the  removal  of  the  Frenoh  aomewhst  coldly, 
giring  only  a  negatiTe  sort  of  assent  to  the  expedieacj  of 
the  proceedings. 

Bat  the  qaestion  occurs — Assoming  that  the  removal 
of  the  Acodians  was  for  reasons  of  state  absolntely  neces- 
sary— was  the  British  Government  justified  in  transporting 
the  entire  population — men,  women  and  children — to  the 
other  colonies  where  their  language  was  anknown,  and 
their  religion  was  regarded  as  heresy,  withoat  even  pro- 
vision having  been  made  for  their  m^ntenance?  That 
question  most  sorely  be  answered  in  the  negative.  It  is 
granted  that  to  have  permitted  them  to  remove  to  Cape 
Breton  and  thna  angment  the  power  of  tbe  enemy,  would 
have  been  worse  than  foolish,  bnt  the  difficulty  could  have 
been  solved  by  sending  them  to  France.  That  was  the 
oonrse  which  would  most  natorally  occur,  and  that  of  which 
Governor  Lawrence  firat  thought,  as  clearly  appears  by  a  pas- 
sage in  a  despatch  addressed  by  him  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
on  the  eighteenth  July,  1765,  where,  in  referring  to  an  inter- 
view with  the  Acadiana,  he  says — "  The  next  morning  they 
appeared  and  refhsed  to  take  the  oath  without  the  old 
reserve  of  not  being  obliged  to  bear  arms,  upon  which  they 
were  acquainted  that,  as  they  refused  to  become  English 
eabjects,  we  could  no  longer  look  upon  them  in  that  light ; 
that  we  should  send  them  to  France  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity ;  and  till  thon  tbey  were  ordered  to  be  kept  prisoners 
at  George's  Island,  where  they  were  immediately  conducted." 
The  Acadians  were  repeatedly  informed  that  they  would  be 
sent  away  from  the  Province,  and  forfeit  all  their  property 
unless  they  consented  to  become  British  subjects,  but  they 
were  not  told  that  the  penalty  of  rofusal  was  to  be  packed 
on  board  ship,  and  transported  to  countries  alien  in  lan- 
guage and  religion — that  members  of  femilies  were  to  be 
omelly  separated  from  each  other ;  that  venerable  old  men 
and  women,  and  tair  Aoadiui  maidens  were  to  be  reduced 
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to  a  state  of  beggary  in  strange  lands.  The  transportatiopn 
of  tbe  people  in  the  manner  executed  was  a  blonder,  and  it 
is  far  more  manly  to  acknowledge  it  as  such  than  yainly  to 
attempt  to  palliate  or  to  excuse  condnct  at  which,  when 
C00II7  viewed  in  relation  to  its  consequences,  the  moral 
instincts  of  mankind  shudder.  It  would  be  unjust  to  ths 
memory  of  the  Honorable  Charles  Lawrence  to  eay  that  he 
himself  was  at  first  cognizant  of  the  consequences  involved 
in  his  policy,  but  an  impartial  historian,  on  a  review  of  bis 
public  life,  can  scarcely  fail  to  remark  that  when  the  pano- 
rama of  Acadian  suffering  was  fully  unfolded  to  bis  view 
be  beheld  it  with  a  countenance  as  unmoved  aa  that  of 
Napoleon,  when  on  the  day  after  a  bloody  battle  be  delib- 
erately rode  over  the  field — ae  was  his  wont— beholding 
without  any  visible  emotion  the  havoc  of  war. 
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Lords  of  Trade  was  directed  by  Chief  Justice  Jonatban 
Belcher  to  the  important  constitutioDal  question,  whether 
the  Governor  and  Conncit  of  Nova  Scotia  had  the  power  to 
pass  lawa  withont  an  Assembly.    Belcher  was  the  second 
son  of  GoTemor  Belcher  of  Kassachusetta.    He  graduated 
■t  Harvard  College,  and  was  educated  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion.    He  completed  his  stadies  in  England,  where  he 
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beo&ine  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
Tbeappointment  of  Chief  Justice  of  ITova  Scotia  waa  cod> 
ferred  upon  him  in  1154.  He  was  a  firm  fHend  of  the 
people,  but  though  an  opponent  of  the  policy  of  Governor 
Lawrence,  which  waa  extremely  oonBervative,  yet  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  had  an  open  raptore.  Belcher  wisely 
restricted  his  public  acts  to  his  own  special  province,  and 
thus  proved  more  than  a  mateh  for  his  able  opponent.  The 
question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Governor  and  Council  to  enact 
laws  without  the  co-operation  of  a  Legislative  Assembly  was 
submitted  by  the  Home  Government  to  Her  Majesty's  Attor- 
ney G^eral  and  Solicitor  General  for  their  opinion,  when 
they  decided  that  the  Governor  and  Council  alone  were  not 
authorized  to  make  laws.  As  some  statutes  had  been  passed, 
it  followed  that  they  were  not  valid.  The  Government,  in 
informing  Lawrence  of  the  opinion,  cautioned  him  not  to 
give  it  publicity  till  an  assembly  had  been  called  and  an  act 
of  indemnification  obtained.  In  the  meantime  the  Qovemw 
r^resented  to  the  Government  that  the  obstacles  to  the  call- 
ing of  an  assembly  were  inenperable,  manifesting  in  all  his 
deepatehes  on  the  subject  the  utmost  reluctance  to  transfer 
•  any  of  the  duties  and  responwhilitios  of  government  to  a  legis- 
lative body.  In  reply  to  the  objections  c^  the  Governor  the 
Lords  of  Trade  said  that  whilst  they  were  ftilly  sensible  cd 
the  numberless  difficulties  which  would  arise  from  carrying 
the  plan  of  an  Assembly  into  execution  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Province,  yet  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  want  of 
proper  authority  in  the  Government  and  Council  to  enact 
such  laws  as  were  absolutely  necessary  in  the  adminietratjoit 
of  civil  government  was  au  inconvenience  still  greater  than 
all  these,  and  might  lead  to  very  serious  consequences  in  tiie 
event  of  the  legal  functions  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
being  called  in  question,  and  that  though  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects had  hitherto  acquiesced  in  the  ordinances  passed,  yet 
Hietr  Lordships  oould  by  no  means  think  that  sooh  or  any 
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other  reason  could  jnstify  the  ezeroise  of  an  iUegal  onthor- 
ity.  These  argamente,  which  to  any  ordinary  person  vonld 
seem  irresistible,  were  not  so  in  the  eetimatioQ  of  Governor 
Idwrence,  who,  amongst  other  arguments  against  an  AB' 
sembly,  referred  to  the  case  of  Tirginia  where,  he  sieged, 
laws  were  enacted  in  the  same  manner,  and  continued  in 
f!mc&  till  an  Afisembly  coold  be  easily  convened  for  their 
confirmation,  in  answer  to  which  their  Lordships  remarked 
that  whilst  it  wbb  quite  true  that  the  Council  of  Virginia 
passed  laws  in  the  infancy  of  the  colony,  yet  they  derived 
the  power  of  doing  eo  from  their  commission,  which  was 
also  the  case  with  many  of  the  other  colonies  at  their  first 
settlement,  though  it  was  a  power  of  very  abort  duration ; 
and  in  later  times  when  the  constitution  of  Britain  had 
been  restored  to  ita  true  principles  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  grant  no  such  anthority  in  future.  The  extremely  con- 
servative Governor  was  afraid  of  the  merchants  of  Halifax 
wielding  a  preponderating  infiuence  in  the  proposed  Assem- 
bly. The  Chief  Justice  had  suggested  that  an  Assembly 
should  be  convened  by  electing  twelve  members  for  the  Fro- 
Tince  in  the  form  of  a  county  election.  Lawrence  argued 
that  as  the  Assembly  was  to  be  convened  in  Hali&x,  which 
most  likely  would  not  be  the  residence  of  the  landed  people, 
but  of  the  merchants,  the  former,  whose  well  being  was,  as 
he  thought,  much  more  connected  with  the  security  of  the 
Province,  would  be  mostly  excluded,-  and  the  Assembly 
chiefly  composed  of  the  latter,  who  were  not  so  nearly  con- 
cerned in  its  weli^^,  and  who  might  sometimes  have  views 
and  interests  incompatible  with  the  measuroe  necessary  to 
be  taken  in  a  Province  bo  contiguous  both  by  land  and  water 
to  the  whole  force  of  the  French  in  Xorth  America. 

The  people  were,  however,  determined  to  press  the  Crown 
fbr  an  Assembly,  and  accordingly  transmitted  a  petition 
setting  forth  the  evils  arising  ftom  the  absence  of  a  repre- 
sentative body.  This  movement  seems  to  have  been  unknown 
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to  Governor  Lawrence,  or  if  known  to  him  he  deemed  it 
expedieDt  to  affect  ignorance  of  it.  His  attention  to  the 
petition  having  been  called  by  the  Ijords  of  Trade,  be  wrote 
to  them  in  a  bitter  and  even  earcastic  tone,  stating  that  he 
could  not  conjecture  what  reaeonn  could  be  given  to  their 
Lordships  by  the  petitioners  to  induce  them  to  think  that 
tie  people  labored  nnder  inconvenience  for  want  of  an  As- 
sembly— boldly  insinoating  that  the  petition  was  put  np  by 
malevolent  and  ill-designing  men,  who  took  occasion  to  mis- 
represent the  state  of  afilbirs  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colony. 
The  orders  for  the  calling  of  an  Assembly  were,  however, 
peremptory,  and  Lawrence  had  to  give  way  to  some  extent. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  third  December 
1756,  Jonathan  Belcher  took  the  oaths  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  his  seat  at  the  Board.  His  Excellency  then 
snhmitted  to  the  Council  proposals  which  Mr.  Belcher,  aa 
Chief  Justice,  had  laid  before  him  last  year  for  the  calling  of 
a  House  of  Representatives,  and  which  had  been  transmitted 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  for  their  consideration ;  also  extracts 
of  despatches  he  iiad  received  &om  their  Lordships,  wherein 
they  had  directed  measures  to  be  adopted  for  calling  such  a 
House.  It  was  accordingly  agreed  at  a  subsequent  meeting 
held  on  the  third  January,  1757,  that  the  House  should  con- 
sist of  twonty-two  members,  twelve  for  the  Province  at 
large,  till  the  same  should  be  divided  into  counties,  four  for 
the  township  of  Halifax,  two  for  that  of  Lunenbnrg,  and  one 
each  for  the  townships  ot  Dartmouth,  Lawrencetown,  An- 
napolis Boyal  and  Cumberland — sixteen  members  to  be  a 
quorum  besides  the  Speaker,  and  the  possession  of  a  freehold 
estate  being  an  indispensible  qualification  for  voting. 
Though  every  necessary  preparation  was  thus  made 
for  the  calling  of  a  Honse  of  Bepreaentatives,  Lawrence 
still  threw  obataclea  in  the  way,  and  made  one  more 
attempt  to  postpone  it  indefinitely.  On  the  ninth  of 
Kovember,  1757,  he  addresaed  a  commtmication  to  the 
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Lords  of  Trade,  in  which  he  almost  beseeched  them  not  to 
insifit  on  the  calling  of  an  A^embly  at  present  He  assured 
their  Lordships  that  no  person  whatever,  with  whom  he  had 
conversed  and  on  whose  judgment  and  advice  he  conld  re\y, 
had  ef  late  considered  the  measure  of  calliog  an  Assembly, 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  otherwise  than  as  ohi- 
merical — that  the  most  substantial  of  the  inhabitants  were 
opposed  to  it  by  a  memorial  sent  to  their  Lordships,  whom, 
he  assures,  that  the  persons  fevorable  to  an  AsBembly  are 
pressing  for  it  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  people  whom 
they  are  attempting  to  deceive,  in  order  to  deprive  him  of 
their  confidence  and  regard,  and,  in  short,  to  embarrass  the 
Government,  being  actuated  by  motives  of  private  advan- 
tage, and  of  resentment  for  dieappointments  in  places  and 
employments,  with  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  gratify 
them.  For  the  reasons  thos  specified  he  hopes  their  Lord- 
ships will  not  be  displeased  that  their  instructions  have  not 
been  carried  out  Their  Lordships  replied  that,  having  flilly 
considered  the  Governor's  letter  in  regard  to  the  calling  of 
an  Assembly,  and  also  the  place  for  that  purpose,  and  having 
eo  often  and  so  fa]ly  repeated  to  him  their  sense  and  opinion 
of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  measure,  it  now  only 
remained  for  them  to  directits  being  carried  into  immediate 
execation,  that  His  Kajesty's  subjects — great  part  of  whom 
were  alleged  to  have  quitted  the  Province,  on  account  of  the 
great  discontent  prevMling  for  want  of  an  Assembly — might 
no  longer  be  deprived  of  that  privilege,  which  had  been  pro- 
mised by  His  Mcjesty  when  the  settlement  of  the  colony 
was  first  undertaken,  and  was  one  of  the  conditions  on  which 
they  accepted  the  proposals  then  made.  Their  Lordships 
added,  that  they  were  sensible  the  execution  of  the  measure, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  Province,  would  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  and  possibly  might,  in  its  conse- 
qnences,  in  some  respects  interfere  with  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, but  without  regard  to  that  consideratJon,  or  what  might 
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be  the  opinion  of  indirtdnals,  they  tlioiight  it  of  indispen- 
sible  necessity  that  it  ehoald  be  immediately  carried  into 
ezecntiOD.  These  peremptory  instractioDS  Lawrence  could 
not  evade.  Accordingly,  at  a  meeting  of  Ooancil,  held  oa 
the  twentieth  of  If  ay,  1758,  the  scheme  previously  adopted 
was  modi&ed — a  resolution  to  the  following  effect  having 
been  adopted : — ^That  a  Hoose  of  Representatives  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  be  the  Civil  Legislature  thereof, 
in  conjanction  with  the  Grovemor  for  the  time  being  and  the 
Ooancil — the  first  honse  to  bo  elected  and  convened  in  the 
following  manner,  and  to  be  designated  the  General  Assem- 
bly— that  there  shall  be  elected  for  the  Province  at  large, 
till  the  same  shall  be  divided  into  counties,  sixteen  members ; 
Jbr  the  township  of  Halifkz,  ibnr ;  uid  for  the  township  of 
Luoeahnrg,  two ;  that  when  fifty  qualified  electors  shall  be 
settled  at  Pizeqnid,  Minas,  Cobeqnid,  or  any  other  township 
which  may  hereafter  be  erected,  each  of  the  said  townships 
80  erected  shall  be,  for  their  encouragement,  entitled  to  send 
two  representatives  to  the  Assembly,  and  shall  likewise  have 
a  right  of  voting  in  the  election  of  repreaentstives  for  the 
Province  at  large — that  the  boose  shall  always  consist  of  at 
least  eleven  members,  besides  the  Speaker,  before  they  enter 
on  any  business — the  remuning  clauses  to  be  the  same  as 
those  contained  in  the  minntes  of  Council  of  the  third  of 
January,  1757. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  seventh  of  October,  1758,  and, 
after  electing  Bobert  Sanderson,  Speaker,  passed  a  number 
of  laws,  with  less  alteration,  as  the  Governor  assures  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  than  he  had  anticipated,  which  most  have 
been  satis&ctory  to  their  Lordships,  as,  in  addressing  them 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  House,  he  assures  them  that 
some  of  the  men  elected  are  not  snch  as  have  been  most 
remarkable  for  promoting  unity  or  obedience  to  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  in  the  Province.  Hcttwithstanding  this 
opinion  of  the  character  of  some  of  the  memben,  the  Gov- 
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«mor,  in  hiB  opening  speech,  aesored  the  Honse  that  he  mat 
them  with  particular  pleafiure,  entertaining  the  most  san- 
gnlne  hopes  that  thej  were  come  together  onanimoaslf 
disposed  to  promote  the  service  of  the  Crown,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  real  wel&re  and  proeperitf  of  the  people,  and 
aseoring  them  that  he  was  ready  to  concor  in  snch  hiws  as 
might  appear,  on  matnre  consideration,  consistent  yfitk  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  condacive  to  the  last- 
ing happiness  of  His  Majesty's  sahjecte. 

AiW  the  hooee  had  elected  officers  the  question  was  pat 
whether  any  money  should  be  voted  to  the  members  for 
tiieir  services  during  the  present  session,  when  it  was 
nnammoDsIy  resolved  that  the  members  Bhonld  serve  witb- 
ont  any  remnneration, 

Next  day  the  address  which  had  been  prepared  in  answer 
to  His  Excellency's  speech,  was  read  to  him  by  the  Speaker, 
in  which  the  Assembly,  aiter  expressing  their  attach- 
ment to  the  Crown,  and  their  gratitude  for  the  Boyal  bounty 
to  the  colony,  and  particularly  for  calling  them  together, 
stated  their  determination  to  promote  the  welfore  and 
peaceable  government  of  Hie  Majesty  in  the  Province. 

Among  the  members  of  the  first  Assembly  appears  the 
name  of  Jonathan  Binn^,  who  was  a  native  of  Hall,  near 
Boeton.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  the  town  of  Halifax  in  July,  1761,  and  was  appoint- 
ed to  theConnoil  by  Governor  Wilmot,  in  November,  1764, 
In  the  year  1768,  he  was  made  second  judge  at  the  island  of 
St  John — now  Prince  Edward  Island — and  was  afterwards 
sent  to  Canso  as  collector  of  duties,  and  superintendent  of 
that  place,  and  the  same  year  was  appointed  collector  of 
Impost  and  Excise  at  theislandof  St.  John,  He  went  to  Eng- 
land in  1776  to  answer  charges  made  against  him  by  Governor 
L^g,  regarding  his  conduct  as  collector,  which  he  after- 
wards completely  refnted.  Mr.  Binney  married  Hannah, 
daog^tw  <tf  the  Hon,  Henry  Newton,  and  was  &ther  of  the 
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lata  Hon.  Hubert  N.  Binney,  and  Stephen  Binney,  Esq.,  of 
Halifax* 

The  name  of  'Williani  Nesbitt  aUo  appears  amongst  the 
members.  He  was  made  Speaker  next  session.  He  accom- 
panied Grovernor  Cornwallia  to  the  Province  in  lTi9,  as  one 
of  the  Government  clerks,  and  appears  to  have  performed, 
in  conjunction  with  Archibald  Hinchelwood,  the  duties  of 
the  Secretary's  office  for  several  years.  He  afterwards  prac- 
tised as  an  attorney  and  solicitor  at  Halifax,  where  many  of 
the  conveyances  of  land  appear  in  his  handwriting.  Hd 
succeeded  Mr.  Little  as  Attorney-General  of  the  colony, 
which  office  he  held  for  nearly  twenty-five  years.  He  occu- 
pied the  chair  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  intermis- 
sion of  the  session  of  1774,  till  1783,  when  he  retired  on  a 
pension  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  He  died  in  the 
following  year.  During  the  period  of  his  Speakership  the 
House  sat  fourteen  years  without  adissolution,  and  was  thns 
the  long  Parliamentof  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Nesbitt's  house  was 
in  Grafton  street,  Hali&x.  He  is  supposed  to  have  left  no 
male  heirs  in  this  country.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Swan,  died 
in  the  old  house  in  Grafton  street  about  thirty-eight  years 
ago.  The  portraits  of  Speaker  Kesbitt  and  his  lady  are  in 
the  library  of  King's  College,  "Windsor. 

War  agunst  France  had  been  declared  in  London  on  the 
eighteenth  of  May,  1756.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  of 
the  declaration  being  the  encroachments  of  the  French  in 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  speech  delivered  by 
the  King  &om  the  Throne  in  December  following,  he  de- 
clared  that  the  success  and  preservation  of  America  consti- 
tuted a  main  object  of  his  attention  and  solicitude,  and 
observed  that  the  growing  dangers  to  which  the  British 
colonies  might  stand  exposed  from  lat«  losses  in  that  coun- 
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try  detnaoded  reealatiom  of  vigor  and  dispatfih.  In  April, 
1757,  Admiral  Holbome  left  for  America  with  oleven  ships 
of  the  line,  and  fifty  traosporte,  od  board  of  which  there 
were  six  tboosand  soldiers,  commanded  by  General  Hopeon.* 
On  arriving  at  Hali&z,  Holbome  ascertained  that  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  both  in  ships  and  soldiers,  who  were 
prepared  to  defbnd  Lonisbonrg,  which  he  had  intended  to 
attack,  was  much  superior  to  his  own.  He,  therefore,  con- 
tented himself  with  croising  off  the  coast  of  Cape  Breton 
till  the  month  of  September,  when  a  violent  storm  aroae, 
which  dispersed  his  fleet — some  of  his  ships  arriving  safe  at 
Fortsmonth,  and  others,  much  damaged,  getting  to  Kew 
York.  Bnt  it  was  determined  to  make  i^irther  efforts  for 
the  redaction  of  Lonisbonrg.  Admiral  Boscawen  was  accord- 
ingly despatched  with  a  powerful  fleet  to  Halifkx,  where 
he  arrived  in  May,  17&8.  Major-Generat  Amherst  had  com- 
mand of  the  land  forces,  and  the  whole  armament,  consist- 
ing of  one  houdred  and  forty  sail,  took  their  departure  from 
the  harbor  of  Hali&zon  the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  and  on 
the  second  of  Jane  part  of  the  transports  arrived  at  Gabams 
Bay,  near  Lonisbonrg,  which  was  defended  by  a  strong  gar- 
riaoQ.  The  harbor  was  protected  by  six  ships  of  the  line, 
and  Ave  frigates — three  of  which  had  been  sank  in  order  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  the  English  fleet.  On  the  eighth  of 
June  preparations  were  made  ft>r  effecting  a  landing,  the 
troopfl  being  assembled  in  boats  in  three  divisioDs.  Several 
sloops  and  frigates  lay  along  the  beach  which  they  scoured 
with  shot  briskly  tor  a  qnarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  division 
on  the  left,  under  Brigadier-General  Wolfe,  rowed  towards 
the  dtore' amidst  a  storm  of  cannon  and  musketry.  Bat 
Wo^fe  continued  his  course  straight  to  the  intended  place  of 
debu-kation,  and  with  his  men,  leaping  into  the  sni^  advanc- 
ed bravely,  and  despite  the  desperate  efforts  of  the  enemy, 

*  ArchiTee,  p.  568- 
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obtained  a  firm  footing  on  shore,  and  attackiDg  Uient  with 
the  utmost  fury,  drove  them  towards  the  rampartfl.  The 
other  diTisione  now  followed  Wolib's  example,  and  succeeded 
in  effecting  a  landing  also.  The  stores  and  artillery  soon 
followed,  and  the  great  fortress  was  regnlarly  invested.  * 

In  the  meantime  M.  Drneour,  the  Governor  of  Loalsboarg, 
having  destroyed  the  battery,  which  was  placed  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  &om  the  walls,  concentrated  his  forces 
and  prepared  for  a  vigorons  defence.  Wolfe  having  march- 
ed round  towards  the  north-eaat  portion  of  the  harbor,  and 
taken  poseeeaion  of  the  light-house  point,  erected  batteries, 
which  silenced  the  island  fortifications.  Od  the  twenty-first 
•day  of  July,  the  three  great  French  sbipe  Etitr^enant, 
i^iprideua:  and  C&S>re  were  set  on  fire  by  bomb«hellB,  uid 
totally  destroyed.  It  was  resolved  to  attempt  the  destrao- 
tion  of  the  two  remaining  ships.  In  order  to  eflect  this, 
two  yonng  captains,  La&roy  and  Balfonr,  with  the 
boats  of  the  sqoadron,  advanced  at  night,  and  board- 
ed them,  sword  in  hand,  setting  one  of  them  on  fire  and 
towing  the  other  oat  of  the  harbor  in  triumph.  The 
besieged  were  so  hard  pressed   after    this   event — every 


*  The  garrison  of  Loaiabonrg  when  the  Engliali  landed  oonsisted 
of :  Men. 
Tireaty-four  compaoiee  of  infiratrj  and  two  companies  of  artil- 
lery—in  all 1,200 

The  second  Battalion  of  t>ie  Regiment  of  Volontatres  Etrangere.  600 

"                                      "           Artois               "  600 

"                                      ■'           Bvrgoyne          "  450 

"                                      "           Chambiee          "        .  660 

Total 3,400 

There  were  also  in  the  town  seven  hundred  borgher  militia  and  a 
Dumber  of  Indians,  and  in  the  harboi'  the  following  ships  of  wsri — 

LePrndent 74gniw      La  Ch^vre Hgana 

L'Entrepenant 74    "        La  Biche 16    " 

LeCapncieux 64    "        LePidSle 36    " 

Le  clWbre 64    "        L'Echo 32    " 

Le  Bienfoisant S4    "        La  Diane 36    " 

L'Apollon .-..■  60    "        L'Ai^thuse 36    " 
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obetocle  to  a  general  attack  being  now  removed — that  the 
Goremor  sent  a  letter  to  the  English  admiral,  desiring  a 
capitulation  on  &Torab1e  terms,  to  which  the  latter  replied 
that  the  garrison  mast  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  The  Ohevalier  Drnconr,  offended  at  the  hard  terms 
proposed,  replied  that  rather  than  submit  to  them,  he  would 
Aostain  a  general  assanlt.  The  inhabitffiits  and  traders 
having  earnestly  petitioned  for  compliance,  the  Governor 
reluctantly  gave  way,  and,  on  the  twenty-sixlh  of  July,  the 
English  were  once  more  in  posBession  of  the  great  strong- 
hold. The  joyM  intolligence  was  speedily  conveyed  to 
England,  where  it  was  received  with  every  mark  of  satis- 
focUon.  AddreesM  of  congratulation  to  the  E!ing  poured 
in  from  all  quarters.  Captain  Amherst,  brother  to  the  com- 
mander, who  had  conveyed  parUculars  of  the  siege  to  Eng- 
land, had  with  him  eleven  pairof  colors  taken  at  Louisbourg, 
which,  by  command  of  the  King,  were  carried  in  triumph 
from  the  Palace  of  Kensington  to  St.  Paul's  Oath^dral. 

After  the  reduction  of  Loniibourg,  several  war-ships  were 
detached  to  seize  on  the  island  of  St  John,  which  was 
«fli5cted  without  difficulty.  The  inhabitants  were  said  to  have 
numbered  about  four  thousand — the  stock  of  cattle  being 
about  ton  thousand  head.  There  was  a  brisk  trade  carried 
on  between  this  island  and  Quebec,  in  grain  and  live  stock. 

'  General  Wolfe  had  displayed  talents  in  the  conduct  of  the 
aiege  of  Louisbourg  which  attracted  the  attention  of  Enrope, 
aod  he  was  therefore  selected,  as  the  most  competent 
genera],  to  head  an  attack  on  Quebec.  A  powerfhl  fleet, 
under  Admiral  Saunders,  ascended  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
reached  the  Island  of  Orleans  on  the  twen^-fifth  day  of 
June,  17B9.  Here  the  land  force  disembarked-T-the  fleet 
aachmng  under  cover  of  the  island — Cook,  the  celebrated 
navigator,  having  been  employed  on  the  occasion  in  taking 
soundings.  The  French  had  prepared  fire-ships,  and  sent 
seven  of  them,  flaming,  towfirds  the  fleet.    Their  advance 
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having  been  at  ODce  noticed,  no  time  was  lost  in  BendiDg* 
boatfl  to  intercept  them.  They  were  Aob  easily  Becnred, 
and  prevented  from  doing  damage.  'Wolfe,  in  the  mean- 
time, brought  hiB  batteries  to  bear  on  the  town  with  terrible 
effect.  Od  the  night  of  the  eighth  of  Angn&t  tiie  lower 
town  was  entirely  ooDsnmed  by  fire.  Masked  as  the  attack- 
ing batteries  were  by  bmshwood,  the  cannon  on  the  ram- 
parts cpuld  do  them  no  material  damage.  The  inhabitants 
suffered  severely.  Gameau,  in  his  "History  of  Canada," 
refers  to  the  destruction  of  the  town,  and  the  ravaging  of 
the  snrroimding  country,  ae  unwarrantableacte,  which  etain 
the  memory  of  the  heroic  Wolfe,  forgetting  that  Wolfe's 
object  was  to  take  Quebec,  and  that  be  was  too  good  a  gene- 
ral to  employ  his  army  in  wuiton  acts  of  destmction,  which 
did  not  directly  tend  to  weaken  the  enemy,  and  facilitate- 
the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  The  defence  of  Mont- 
calm, the  French  general,  was  able,  and  the  English  sus- 
tained heavy  loeses  in  several  engagements,  which  appeu^  - 
to  render  success  almost  hopeless.  At  this  critical  period, 
Wolfe  was  attacked  by  a  malady  which  brought  him  almost 
to  the  grave,  but  from  which  he  recovered.  When  conva- 
lescent, a  council  of  war  was  held,  at  which  tiie  question,  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  attack,  was  discussed,  when,  after  due 
deliberation,  it  was  resolved  to  secure  a  footing  above  the 
city,  and  thus  entirely  change  the  base  of  operations.  After 
various  movements,  which  were  intended  to  deceive  the 
enemy  ae  to  his  intentions,  Wolfe  landed  his  forces  near  the 
Fluns  of  Abraham,  to  the  aetoniehment  of  Montcalm,  who, 
however,  rashly  resolved  to  attack  the  British,  ere  they 
could  obtain  a  firm  footing,  without  waiting  for  re-inforce- 
ments.  Wolfe,  knowing  a  reti-eat  was  impossible  if  he 
were  defeated,  paased  along  the  ranks  of  his  army,  like 
Bruce  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  endeavoring 
not  without  sncoees,  to  animate  his  men  to  fight  bravely. 
He  ordered  them  to  load  their  pieces  with  two  balls,  and 
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not  to  fire  a  shot  till  the  enemj  were  within  a  few  paces  of 
them.  His  inetructions  were  carried  out  with  the  utmost 
coolness  and  precision.  The  French  advanced  rapidly, 
firiog  irr«^alarly  and  withont  much  effect.  The  British 
remained  rooted  to  the  earth  till  their  opponents  had  ap> 
proached  within  a  very  short  distance,  when,  taking  deliber- 
at«  aim,  they  gave  bo  deadly  a  volley  that  the  enemy  were 
thrown  into  disorder.  Wolfe  ordered  an  immediate  advance. 
Barly  in  the  engagement  he  was  wounded  in  the  wrist,  and 
whilst  leading  his  men  with  the  utmost  ardor,  and  oonfdent 
ofvictory,  he  was  struck  by  aball  in  the  breast,  and  carried 
ia  the  rear.  "They  flee,"  remarked  some  one.  "Who?" 
■said  the  General.  "  The  French,"  was  the  reply.  "  What  ? 
already;  then  I  die  content  I"  responded  the  hero,  and 
expired,  •  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age.  General 
Uontoalm  also  fell,  having  been  wounded  in  three  places. 
The  battle  on  the  Plaios  of  Abraham  decided  the  fate  of 
Qnebec,  and,  indeed,  led  to  the  cession  of  Canada  to  Great 
Britain. 

Intelligence  of  the  success  of  His  Majesty's  arms  was 
received  in  Halifax  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  which 
ibnnd  vent  in  bonfires,  illuminations,  and  pnblic  and  private 
entertainments.  The  Settlement  had  been  kept  in  a  state 
of  chronic  alarm  for  fear  of  French  invasion,  and  it  was  now 
nniversally  felt  that  Lonisbourg  and  Quebeo  being  in  the 
bands  of  the  British  there  was  no  flirther  immediate  danger. 

Governor  Ijawrence  died  on  the  nineteenth  of  October, 
1760,  after  eight  days  illness,  of  inflammation  of  the  long?, 
caused  by  a  cold  taken  at  a  ball  held  in  Qovemment  house. 
The  legislatore  voted  a  monument  to  his  memory,  to  be 
erected  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  Halifax,  to  mark  their  sense 
of  the  many  important  services  which  the  Province  had 
received  from  him  during  a  continued  course  of  zealous  and 
indefatigable  endeavours  fbr  the  public  good,  and  as  a  wise, 
apright,  and  disinterested  administrator.    The  expense  of 
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the  Ainer&I  was  defrayed  6nm  the  Prorinciftl  fluids.  "  Few 
men  ever  gave  bo  mooh  eatisibctioD  to  the  Government  by 
whom  he  waa  employed,"  Bays  Mr.  HslibnrtOD,  "  and  to  the- 
people  over  whom  he  presided."  "  He  was  a  mao  inflexible' 
in  his  pnrpoeea,  and  held  control  with  no  feeble  hands,"  says 
Mr.  Mordoch ;  "  earnest  and  resolute,  he  pniBaed  the  object 
of  establishing  and  confirming  British  anthtnrtty  here  with 
marked  succees."  Lawrence  had  cert^nly  many  of  the 
qualities  neoeBsary  to  constitute  an  able  Grovemor,  but  his 
treatment  of  the  AcadisuB  was  cold  and  unrelenting,  if  not 
poaitiTuly  cruel.  Beferring  to  the  removal  of  the  Acadians, 
Mr.  Haliburton  says,  "  Upon  an  impartial  review  of  the 
trauBacdons  of  the  period,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
tranBportation  of  the  Acadiana  to  distant  colonies  with  all 
the  marks  of  ignominy  and  guilt  peculiar  to  convicts  waa 
cruel."  We  are  informed  on  good  authority  that  tha 
opinion  of  this  eminent  author  waa  latterly  modified  in  r^^ard 
to  the  policy  of  the  measure,  and  the  means  by  which  it  was 
executed.  He  has  not,  however,  publiahed  the  grounds  on 
which  such  modification  of  opinion  was  baaed,  but  a  perusal 
of  all  the  £acts  and  circumstances  connected 'with  the  a&ir 
cannot  fail  in  leading  an  unprejudiced  reader  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Governor  Lawrence  in  the  execution  of  a  necessary 
duty  might,  without  any  detriment  to  the  public  aervice, 
have  had  regard  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  which  on  the 
occasion  were  ratblesely  ignored. 

The  year  ItSO  was  also  rendered  noteble  in  Provincial 
history  by  an  order  iaaned  by  the  British  Government  for 
the  demolition  of  the  great  fortress  of  Louislwurg.  Tliat 
great  stronghold  was  so  identified  with  French  domlnancy 
in  Acadia  that  ao  long  as  it  remained  in  the  h&nds  of  the 
British,  the  French  would  alwaya  entertain  the  hope  of 
recovering  it,  which  would  form  a  atimnlns  to  oonteiition. 
Competent  engineers  were  ther^ore  sent  ftom  Britain  to 
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demoliah  the  yrorka,  which  was   skilAilly  aod  speedily 


We  must  now  tarn  fbr  &  little  to  the  domestic  afbirs  of 
the  Ppovinco.  In  no  department  of  duty  did  Lawrence  dis- 
plfty  more  ability  and  judgment  than  is  the  arratigemeDts 
made  for  the  settlement  uf  the  Province.  It  was  the  desire 
of  the  Home  Crovemment  that  the  land  should  be  occupied 
by  disbanded  soldiers.  Against  this  policy  the  Goremor 
eameetiy  remonstrated,  declaring  that  soldiers  were  the 
leaat  qualified,  from  their  profeeeion,  of  any  men  living  to 
establish  a  new  colony.  The  Govwnment  appreciated  the 
force  of  the  objections  offered,  and  the  Governor  was  per- 
mitted to  adopt  measures  to  bring  a  more  suitable  class  of 
settlers  into  the  Province.  A  Proclamation  having  been 
issaed  inviting  settlers,  inqniries  were  made  of  the  Provin- 
cial Agent  at  Boston  as  to  the  terms  on  which  land  was  to 
be  obtt^ed.  It  7BS  proposed  that  townships  shonld  consist 
of  abont  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  or  twelve  square 
miles.  One  hundred  acres  were  to  be  allowed  each  settler, 
and  fifty  acres  to  eveiy  member  of  his  fhmily.  The  settler 
came  under  an  obligation  to  cultivate  the  land  in  thirty 
yean.  Agents  from  persons  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island  who  intended  to  remove  to  the  Province  came 
to  Halifox  in  the  year  1759.  Having  examined  the 
land  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut  proposed  to  have 
a  township  at  Uinas,  and  others  agreed  to  obtain 
settlers  for  townships  at  Chegneoto  and  Cobequid.  The 
agents  were  instructed  to  inform  intending  settlers  that  as 
soon  as  a  township  consisted  of  fifty  families  it  should  have 
the  right  to  send  two  representatives  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly. Soon  after  this,  immigration  into  the  Province  set 
in  on  a  considerable  scale — six  vessels  having  arrived  from 
Boston  with  two  hundred  settlers,  and  fbur  schooners  from 
Bhode  Island  with  a  hundred.    Kew  London  and  Plymouth 
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fitmiahed  two  hundred  and  eighty,  and  Ireland,  under  the 
mioagement  of  Alexander  McNntt,  three  hundred. 

The  Hod.  Jonathan  Belcher,  who  had  succeeded  Oovernor 
Lawrence  in  tlie  government  of  the  Province,  sent  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  in  December,  1760,  an  interesting  report  of 
the  condition  of  certain  settlemetits,  in  which  he  said : — "  I 
have  the  satis&ction  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the 
townships  of  Horton,  Comwallis,  and  Falmouth,  are  so  well 
established  that  everything  bears  a  hopeful  appearance ;  as 
soon  as  these  townships  were  laid  oat  by  the  surveyor,  pal- 
liaaded  forts  were  erecl^  in  each  of  them,  by  order  of  the 
late  Governor,  witb  room  to  secure  all  the  inhabltanta  who 
were  formed  into  a  militia,  to  join  what  troopa  oould  be 
spared  to  oppose  any  attempts  that  might  be  formed  against 
them  by  Lidiui  tribes,  which  had  not  then  surrendered,  and 
bodies  of  French  inhabitants  who  were  hovering  about  the 
country.  After  die  necessary  business,  the  proper  season 
coming  on,  they  were  employed  in  gath^ing  hay  for  winter. 
One  thousand  tons  were  provided  for  Horton,  five  hundred 
for  Comwallis,  and  six  hundred  for  Falmouth,  and  about  this 
time  they  pat  some  com  and  roots  in  the  ground,  and  began 
to  build  their  houses.  In  the  month  of  August,  the  late 
Oovernor  having  returned  from  Liverpool,  made  a  progress 
Into  these  settlements,  where,  alter  having  regulated  several 
matters,  the  great  object  of  his  attention  were  the  dykes,  of 
which  the  breach  made  in  that  of  the  river  Canard,  in  the 
township  of  Comwallis,  as  it  was  the  greatest,  was  his  first 
care.  For  this  purpose  the  inhabitants,  with  their  c&tUe 
and  carriages,  tt^ther  with  those  hired  from  Horton,  at 
their  own  expense,  were  joined  with  some  of  the  Provincial 
troops,  and  Acadiana,  who  were  best  acquainted  with  works 
of  tills  kind,  to  make  a  collection  of  the  necessary  materials 
to  repair  the  breach.  A  considerable  quantity  was  accord- 
ingly got  ready,  when  the  inundation  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year  pot  a  stop  to  the  work  for  this  season.    However 
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the  materials  are  all  eecored  against  the  next  undertaking, 
and  care  was  immediately  taken  to  protect  as  much  of  the 
iykea  in  thia  and  tbe  neighboring  townships  as  would  enclose 
land  sufficient  to  raise  bread  com  for  them  the  next  year, 
except  in  Falmouth,  where  the  upland  is  in  very  good  con- 
dition for  that  porpoee." 

"  The  late  Governor  having  observed  how  necessary  it 
was  that  a  good  road  should  be  made  irom  Halifax  into  these 
settl^nents,  immediately  on  his  retnm  ordered  all  the 
troops  that  could  be  spared  from  duty  to  be  employed  on 
this  work,  beginning  at  Fort  Lockville.  It  was,  at  this 
time,  very  difficult  to  be  passed  in  many  places,  on  account 
of  swamps  and  broken  bridges,  bat  it  has  since  been  finished 
BO  as  to  become  a  good  horse  road,  by  which  it  will  be  an 
easy  day's  journey  in  the  summer  time  thence  into  the  set- 
tlements. The  greatest  part  of  the  expense  of  this  will  be 
defrayed  out  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  from  a  seizure 
of  molasses." 

"  Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  rich  and  in  good  circum- 
stances. Abont  one  hundred  have  transported  themselves 
and  their  effects,  at  their  own  expense,  and  are  very  well 
able  to  provide  for  their  own  support.  As  to  the  -poorer 
aort  there  is  provision  made  for  them,  until  the  month  of 
August.  In  the  township  of  Liverpool,  they  are  now  em- 
ployed in  building  three  vessels  for  the  fishery,  and  have 
laid  in  hay  for  the  winter  fodder  for  their  cattle,  and  have 
raised  a  considerable  quantity  of  rooto,  and  erected  a  grist 
and  saw  mill.  They  have  sixteen  sail  of  fishing  schooners, 
and  ^though  several  of  them  came  late  in  the  season,  they 
have  caught  near  five  hundred  quintals  of  fish ;  the  prin- 
cipal owners  of  which  have  gone  back  to  the  continent  to 
dispose  of  it,  and  will  return  in  ihe  spring  fbr  a  further 
supply  of  stock  for  their  lands.  From  these  circumstances, 
I  flatter  myself,  your  Lordship  will  entertain  a  ftvorable 
opinion  of  this  settlement.    In  regard  to  the  townships  of 
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Aiiiiq>olis  and  GraoTille,  tboat  thirty  proprieton  are  eetUed 
in  esch ;  as  they  came  late  in  the  year  they  did  not  bring  all 
their  families,  but  are  preparing  against  their  aniTal  in 
the  eping,  at  which  time  the  rest  of  the  projoietors  are 
expected.  Of  the  townships  of  Chester  and  Dublin  as  they 
did  not  contract  early  in  the  year,  bat  a  few  propriet(»fi  are 
yet  oome  to  each  of  them.  However,  persons  of  o(«isider- 
able  anbetance  are  engaged  in  them,  who  are  making  pre- 
parations to  come  to  their  lands  as  early  in  the  next  year 
as  the  season  will  permit.  In  the  engagements  entered  in- 
to for  carrying  on  the  settlements,  no  promises  were  made 
of  transportation  or  care  to  any  bnt  the  grantees  of  Horton, 
Comwallis  and  Falmouth,  and  although  the  latter  grantees 
have  readily  and  ^:heerfhlly  engaged  themselves,  yet  tiiey 
pleaded  mnch  for  sncb  enconragements,  and  have  found 
themselves  partly  obstructed  for  want  of  theae  advantages. 
As  the  perfect  establishment  of  the  settlemento  depends  in 
a  very  great  de^ee  on  the  repairs  of  the  dykes,  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  marsh  lands,  from  whence  the  support  of  the 
inhabitants  will  become  easy  and  plentaftil,  necessary  mea- 
sures for  effecting  this  great  point  have  been  fully  considered, 
and  I  humbly  conceive  that  the  dykes  may  be  put  into  very 
good  condition,  if,  with  your  Lordship's  approbation,  one 
hundred  of  the  French  inhabitants  may  be  employed  in 
different  parts  of  the  Province  to  assist  and  instruct  in  these 
repairs,  the  new  settlers  having  come  &om  a  coaaiTy  in 
which  no  such  works  are  wanting.  I  most  not  omit  to 
mention  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  settlement  of  Lunen- 
burg ia  in  a  very  thriving  condition,  and  that  none  are  in 
want  there,  except  the  sickly  and  infirm." 

On  the  death  of  George  the  Second,  in  October,  1760,  the 
House  of  Assembly  was  dissolved,  and  the  Preeideut  and 
Council,  in  consequence  of  the  great  change  in  the  popnla> 
tion  of  the  Province  since  the  last  election,  resolved  to  alter 
the  representation,  providing  for  the  oonstiee  of  Hali&z> 
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Iflmentntrg,  A&napolis  and  £mge  tiro  memben  each ;  for 
the  townahip  of  Hali&z,  fonr  membeiB,  and  ibr  the  town- 
Bhipa  of  Lnnenborg,  AnnapoIiH,  Horton,  ConkwalliB,  Fal- 
mouth and  Liverpool  two  membeni  each — making  in  all 
twenfy-fonr  membera.  The  new  AsBOmbly  met  on  the  first 
of  J11I7, 1761,  vhen  Hr.  Keabitt  wag  again  chosen  speaker,' 
and  the  House  reBolved  to  give  their  Bervicee  during  thie 
MSffion  also  without  tatj  ohai^e  to  their  conBtituent«.  Dar- 
ing the  Beasion  a  treaty  wae  entered  into  with  the  iDdiana 
— the  hatchet  haring  been  buried  with  great  fbrm^tf  in 
presence  o£  the  representatiTes,  magiatratea  sod  public 
officers. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Jane,  1762,  four  French  men-of> 
war,  and  a  bomb  ketch,  entered  the  Bay  of  Bulla,  in  New- 
foundland, and  proceeded  thence  to  St.  John's,  which  was 
under  the  neoeseity  of  capitulating.  The  population  of  the 
town  at  this  time  consiBtod  of  about  eight  hundred  souls. 
Intelligence  of  iiui  hostile  demonstration  soon  reached 
HalUitt  and  caused  great  alarm.  Measures  for  defence 
were  immediately  adopted.  A  boom  of  timber  and  iron 
chains  was  run  across  the  northwest  arm.  The  Nartkumber- 
land,  being  the  only  ship  of  war  at  this  time  at  Halifax, 
wae  placed  in  midchannel,  in  order  to  oppose  the  enemy's 
passage,  and  signals  were  established  to  give  notice  of  tiie 
enemy's  approach.  -  In  coder  to  prevent  a  rising  of  the 
Acadians,  of  whom  a  considerable  number  still  remuned  in, 
the  FrovincA,  the  militia  of  Kings  County  collected  one 
hundred  and  thirty  of  them,  and  brought  them  to  Hali&z ; 
and  the  Conacil  so  &r  imitated  the  policy  of  Lawrence  in 
reference  to  these  unfortunate  people,  that  they  resolved  to 
transport  them  to  Massachusetts,  which  was  accordingly 
done ;  but  on  their  arrival,  the  Assembly  of  that  Province, 
beibre  which  the  despatehes  from  Kova  Scotia  were  laid, 
would  not  allow  them  to  land,  as  the  previous  unwelcome 
ahipment  of  the  same  class  had  been  a  harden  to  the 
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Province.  The  transports,  therefbre,  returned  with  their 
human  freight  to  Haliikz,  where  they  arrived  in  October. 

In  the  meantime,  Lord  CoIviUe  had  sailed  with  his 
squadron  from  Halifax  to  Kewfbondland,  and  ^raa  speedily 
in  poasesBion  of  St.  John's — the  French  ships  having  es- 
caped. The  garrison  nnmbering  six  hondred  and  eighty- 
nine  soldiers,  became  prisoners  of  war.  Further  hostilities 
between  France  and  England  were  prevented  by  a  declara- 
tion of  peace  on  the  eighth  of  November,  1762.  According 
to  the  treaty  which  followed,  France  lost  her  grasp  of 
Korth  America — Canada,  TSova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton  and  all 
the  islands  in  the  river  and  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence  be- 
ing declared  British  territory. 

In  1763,  Colonel  Montague  Wilmot  was  appointed  Lien- 
t«nant>Gh>vemor,  in  place  of  Kr.  Belcher,  and  in  the  Al- 
lowing year,  the  island  of  St.  John,  and  Cape  Breton,  or 
Isle  Boyale  were  annexed  to  Nova  Scotia. 

In  flie  year  1T66,  Lord  William  Campbell  was  appointed 
Govemor-iu-Chief  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  following  incident 
is  recorded  in  the  annual  Begieter  of  176S,  of  his  Lordship. 
Lady  Aylesbury,  Lady  Campbell,  Miss  Conway  and  Lord 
William  Campbell  were  fishing  near  Henley-tipon-Thames, 
when  they  heard  a  man  calling  out  at  a  distance,  boat  I 
boatt  At  last  a  man  appeared  calling  out  there  was  a  man 
drowning.  ITpon  which  his  lordship  and  the  ladies  imme- 
diately set  out,  and  came  to  the  place,  where  they  were 
shown  something  like  a  man  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water.  His  lordship  stirred  the  body  with  the  pole  of  his 
boat,  which  was  twenty  feet  long,  but  ae  the  pole  had  no 
hook  to  it,  and  his  lordship  finding  he  was  losing  too  much 
time,  instantly  pulled  off  his  coat,  and  jumped  into  the 
water,  which  was  sixteen  feet  deep,  and  though  the  man 
was  under  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree,  he  brought  him  up  and 
swam  to  shore  with  him.  His  lordship  then  ordered  him 
to  be  blooded,  and  by  great  care  of  him  he  soon  began  to 
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draw  breath,  and  being  carried  home  perfectly  recovered. 
Iiord  William  Campbell,  continnes  the  writer,  is  a  yoaog 
geDdeman,  most  deservedly  esteemed,  and  is  a  most  gallant 
and  humane  Bea  officer. 

In  1773,  Lord  Campbell  was  appointed  Govemor-in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  South  Carolina,  and  Francis  Legge 
was  appointed  Govemor-in-Chief  of  Nova  Scotia  in  his. 
place. 
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CHAPTEB    IX. 

Eftrlj  settlemeiit  of  New  EogUnd — Educational  sjstem — Boston — ' 
Character  of  the  people — Protest  of  William  Pitt  against  the 
passage  of  the  Stamp  Act — Alienation  of  the  Coloniats — Passive 
attitude  of  the  Nova  BcotJans — OirouUr  of  the  HaaBachueetts 
House  of  SepTeeentatives  to  House  of  Aseemblj — Its  reoeptioa 
— Tone  of  pnhlio  oinntou  in  Boeton — Prohibitiwi  b;  the  Imperii 
Government  of  mining  operations  in  Nova  Scotia— Beasonfl  there- 
for— IncreaBed  hostility  of  the  Colonists  to  Great  Britain — Be- 
ginning of  hostilities — Precautionaiy  measnres  of  Governor 
Franklin — DepredatitHifl  bj  the  ColoniatA  in  the  Ba;  of  Fundy— 
Uajor  L^ge  is  appointed  Governor— His  inqnirjr  into  the 
«zpenditvTe  of  the  Province — His  ohancter— New  England  pri- 
valeere — Independenoe  of  the  United  States — Arrival  of  Lt^alista 
in  Nova  Scotia— The  Bev,  Jacob  Bailej— Hia  early  life— His 
Arrival  in  Halifax — His  singular  appearance — Bev.  Dr.  Breyn- 
ton,  Hector  of  St.  Paul's — Arrival  of  reftigees  at  Annapidis — 
Death  of  Mr.  Bailej — Civil  and  religions  rights  of  Roman 
Catholics — Constjtntion  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick- 
Arrival  of  Prince  William  Eenrj  in  Hslilai — His  reception — 
Charges  against  Judges  Deechampa  and  Brenton — Speech  of 
Uqor  Barclay— Decision  of  the  House. 

Thx  peace  of  Paris  gave  to  Great  Britain  a  line  of  oolonies, 
extending  &om  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gnlf  of 
Mezioo.  The  designation  N'ew  England  was  applied  to 
HassacfansettA  which  then  incloded  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
flliire — Vermont,  Connecticnt  and  fihode  Island.  Boeton 
was  the  most  important  city  in  all  the  States,  and  was 
tacitly  acknowledged  the  common  capital  of  the  Kew 
England  colonies,  if  not  of  the  entire  American  colonial 
sisterhood.  The  Puritans,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  Kew 
England,  first  landed  in  the  year  1620,  near  Gape  Cod,  on 
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Hm  shoroB  of  Uaeeachasetts.  One  of  the  moat  remarkabLo 
charaoteriBtics  oi  their  early  eetttemente  was  the  valoe  they 
attached  to  education.  The  foimdatioa  of  Harvard  College 
-was  laid  aa  early  as  the  year  1636,  and  eleven  years  after- 
wards it  waa  enacted  "  that  eyery  township  after  the  Lord 
hath  iucreaaed  them  to  the  number  of  fifty  honseholdera, 
flhall  appoint  one  to  t«ach  all  children  to  write  and  read, 
and  where  any  town  shall  increase  to  the  nnmber  of  one  . 
handred  ittmiliea,  they  shall  set  ap  a  grammar  school,  thus 
laoviding  ib.6  germ  of  that  system  of  national  edncation 
which  is  now  being  eo  extensively  adopted.  Uassachosetts 
has  maint^ned  ita  pre-eminence  fbr  literary  cnlture  most 
saocoBaAilly,  fbr  Boston  ia  now  acknowledged  to  be  in  ad- 
vance of  all  the  other  cities  in  the  UnitAd  States  in  general 
soholastic  attainments. 

The  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  the  Pnri- 
tana  till  the  time  of  onr  narrative — nearly  a  century  and  a 
half— Itas  prodnced  a  marked  change  in  the  habits  of  the 
people.  Mr.  John  Adams,  the  second  President  of  the 
United  Statee,  describes  in  his  diary  the  elegant  and  snmp- 
taons  manner  in  which  the  hoosee  in  Boston  were  f^imished. 
The  Turkey  carpete,  the  painted  hangings,  the  marble  tables, 
the  rich  beds  with  >  crimson  damask  cnrtaina — all  these 
things  would  have  been  regarded  by  the  original  settlers 
and  tiieir  immediato  descendants  as  indicating  worldiineaa 
■odvani^.  Bat  thoogh  the  New  Bnglanderathns  conformed 
to  the  world  in  things  in  which  modem  Christiana  see  no 
barm,  yet  they  retained  the  stem  religions  character  of  their 
&thCT8,  and  were  animated  with  a  pablic  spirit  and  courage 
irliich  wonld  brook  no  infringement  on  their  rights,  and 
were  ever  ready  boldly  to  take  the  field  in  defence  of  their 
property  or  liberty.  Their  resistance  to  French  enoroach- 
menta  was  as  pertinaoions  as  it  was  saocessflil,  and  their 
Attachment  to  the  British  Crown  was  ardent  and  sincere  till, 
hy  a  aeriee  of  nneonstitntional  meaanres,  they  were  fbrced  to 
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BSBume  8  hostile  attitude,  and  altimately  to  sever  a  conitec- 
tion  they  conld  no  longer  endore. 

The  name  of  Granville  will  ever  remain  aaaociated  with 
the  disastroos  policy  which  led  to  the  declaration  of  Ameri- 
can  independence:  BO  will  the  year  lT6fi  continae  remarkable 
as  that  in  which  the  stamp  tax  was  imposed  on  the  Ameri- 
can colonies.  The  snm  expected  iromitwaa  only  abont  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  bnt  there  was  a  principle  involved 
which  rendered  the  impost  extremely  objectionable  to  the 
coloniste,  namely,  that  taxation  without  representation  was 
constltational — a  principle  which  they  repDdiat«d.  The 
view  taken  of  the  qnestioQ  by  Pitt,  and  to  which  he  gave 
embodiment  in  great  speeches,  the  fragments  only  of  which 
have  nnfortonately^ame  down  to  ns,  has  been  ^moet  oni- 
vereally  endorsed  by  posterity.  The  evil  consequences  of 
the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  daring  his  absence 
from  Parliament,  seem  to  have  presented  themselves  to  his 
mind  with  pecmliar  force.  "  It  is  a  long  time,"  he  said  in 
addreasiog  the  House,  "  since  I  have  attended  in  Parlia- 
ment. When  the  resolution  was  taken  in  the  Hoium  to  tax 
America  I  was  in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured  to  have 
been  carried  in  my  bed — so  great  was  the  agitation  of  my 
mind  in  conaeqaeoce — I  would  have  solicited  some  kind 
hand  to  have  laid  me  down  ob  this  Soot  to  have  borne  my 
testimony  against  it  The  justice,  the  equity,  the  policy  of 
this  meaanre  I  shall  leave  to  another  time,  but  since  I  can* 
not  depend  upon  my  health  for  any  fotnre  day,  snch  is  the 
nature  of  my  infirmities,  I  wUl  say  now  this  much,  that  in 
my  opinioa  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  on  the 
colonies.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legiatatiTe 
power.  At  the  same  time  on  every  real  point  of  legislation,  I 
believe  the  authority  of  Parliament  to  be  fixed  as  the  polar 
star — fixed  for  the  recij»rocal  benefit  of  the  mother  coantry 
and  the  in&nt  colonies.  The  colonists  are  the  sabjeota  of 
this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  with  yourselves  to  alt  tha- 
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nghts  of  mankind,  and  the  peonliar  privilegeii  of  EngUah- 
meo,  and  equally  boond  by  its  larrre.  The  AmericanB  are  the 
eons,  not  the  bastards  of  England." 

Intelligenoo  of  the  passing  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  received 
in  America  with  intense  indigDatioa.  Id  Boston  and  other 
cities  riots  took  place  during  which  Taloable  property  was 
destroyed  and  life  endangered.  In  Kova  Scotia  no  opposition 
seems  to  have  been  made  to  the  Stamp  Act.  The  liberal 
grants  made  by  Parliament  for  the  settlement  of  Halibx, 
and  the  continaoas  circnlation  of  money  consequent  on  the 
maintenance  of  a  considerable  military  and  naval  force  in 
the  Province,  (grated  very  natnrally  as  a  sedative.  Efforts 
were,  however,  made  by  the  Honse  of  Eepresentatives  of 
the  Province  at  Massachoeetts  to  Btiomlate  oppoeition  in 
Nova  Scotia.  They  addressed  a  circnlar  to  the  Assembly 
dated  the  eleventh  of  February,  1768,  in  which  they  drew 
Attention  to  the  several  acts  of  Parliament,  imposing  duties 
and  taxes  on  the  American  colonists.  They  dieclaimod  any 
intention  of  dictating  to  the  Assembly  what  its  action  shonld 
be  in  the  circumstances,  their  desire  being  that  all  possible 
care  should  be  taken  that  the  representatives  of  the  several 
Assemblies  in  dealing  with  so  delicate  a  point  should  harmon- 
iie  with  each  other.  They  wished  their  letter  to  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  as  expressing  a  dispoBition  f^-eely  to 
communicate  their  mind  to  a  sister  colony  npon  a  common 
concern,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  be  glad  to  receive 
the  sentiments  of  any  other  House  of  Assembly. 

They  acknowledged  that  in  all  free  States  the  constitution 
is  fixed,  and  asserted  &at  as  the  Supreme  Legislature  derived 
its  power  and  anthority  from  the  constitution,  it  could  not 
overleap  the  bounds  of  it  without  destroying  its  own  founda- 
tion— that  it  was  an  essential  unalterable  right  in  nature, 
ingrafted  into  the  British  Constitution  as  afundamentallaw, 
and  ever  held  sacred  by  the  subjects  within  the  realm,  that 
what  a  man  hath  honestly  acquired  is  hie  own  which  be  may 
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freely  give,  Bat  that  it  caimot  be  taken,  from  him  without 
his  own  consent.  They,  therefore,  at:gaed,  with  the  jirealeet 
deference  to  the  wisdom  of  Farlisment,  that  Qte  acts  passed 
there,  imposing  dntieeoD  the  people  of  the  colonies  for  the 
express  pnrpoae  of  rsiaing  a  reTeDne,were  infringements  of 
their  natmriQ  oonstitational  rights,  beoaose,  as  they  were  not 
represented  in  the  British  Pariiament,  their  proper^,  by 
these  actfi,  was  taxed  withont  their  consent,  and  assuming 
that  the  right  to  tax  were  inherent  in  Parliament,  they 
deemed  it  nnjost  that  they  should  not  only  pay  the  taxes  to 
which  the  goods  they  imported  frx>m  Great  Britain  were 
subjected  there,  bat  also  an  additional  tax  on  their  arrival 
in  the  colonies. 

The  document  in  which  these  potent  arguments  were 
cont^ned  was  neither  read  in  the  Assembly  nor  answered. 
Lieutenant  Governor  Francklin  was  probably  doubtfhl  as  to 
the  impression  the  views  advocated  might  make  on  the 
House,  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Earl  of  Shelbome,  assuriDg 
his  lordship,  in  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  document, 
that  no  temptation,  however  great,  would  lead  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nova  Scotia  to  show  the  least  inclination  to  oppose 
acts  of  the  British  Parliament.  As  the  circular  was 
addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  and  not  to  the 
Government,  its  traDsmission  to  the  Home  Authorities, 
without  its  being  even  read  in  the  Assembly,  seems  to  have 
been  an  irregular  proceeding. 

The  tone  of  publio  opinion  in  Boston  as  to  the  recent 
conduct  of  the  British  Parliament  in  reference  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  is  indicated  by  the  report  of  proceedings  at  a 
celebration  held  in  that  city  by  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty,"  as 
reported  in  the  Boston  "  Evening  Post"  of  the  twen^-seoond 
of  August,  1768,  when  the  following  were  some  of  Hie  toasts 
proposed : — "  Our  BightfVil  Sovereign,  George  the  Third" — 
"  The  Sons  of  Liberty  throughout  the  world" — "  A  per- 
petual Union  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  upon  the 
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immutable  principleB  of  justice  and  equity'* — "  May  the  Bin- 
ister  designs  of  oppressors  both  in  Great  Britain  and 
America  be  for  over  defeated" — "  A  speedy  repeal  of  nncon- 
stitationol  Aots  of  Parliament,  and  a  final  removal  of  illegal 
oppressiye  ofBces" — "John  Wilhee  and  all  independent 
members  of  the  BritiEh  Parliament."  In  these  toasts,  and 
others  which  might  be  quoted,  there  is  evidence  that  the 
attachment  of  the  New  £nglanders  to  the  parent  state  was 
not  yet  entirely  alienated,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  popu- 
larity of  Wilkes  proves  that  there  was  a  growing  sympathy 
with  the  extreme  political  views  for  which  that  demagogue 
was  noted. 

In  the  year  1768  Lieutenant  Governor  Francklin,*  who  bad 
been  appointed  Governor  on  the  death  of  Governor  Wilmot 
in  1766,  received  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State  pro- 
hibiting  the  working  of  the  coal  deposits  of  Cape  Breton. 


•Michael  Francklin  was  a  native  of  the  Booth  of  England.  Became 
to  Halifki  about  the  jear  1TS2,  and  wae  engaged  tor  many  7ear9  in 
mercantile  puienits.  He  wm  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Aaeembl;  in  1759,  and  appointed  (o  Hia  H^'est7's  CouDCil  on  the 
third  of  May,  1762,  In  1766  he  received  the  appointment  of  Lieut.- 
Goveroor  of  Nora  Bcotja,  which  he  held  till  euperseded  by  Admiral 
Arbuthnot,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Febraaiy,  1TT6,  when  he  again 
took  hie  seat  at  the  Council  Board.  In  this  and  the  following  year 
he  was  occnpied  in  organizing  the  militia  of  the  Province,  and  le- 
ceived  the  rank  of  Lieut. -Colon el.  For  several  years  before  his  death, 
Mr.  Fraocklin  was  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afhirs  for  Nova  Scotia. 
Hie  esertjone  in  support  of  British  authority  while  adminislering  the 
Ooyernment  were  greatly  inBtrumental  in  preserving  the  tranquili^ 
ofNavaScotiBdnriDgthe  period  of  the  Americanrevolt.  Id  his  letters 
to  England  he  freqaentlj/complains  of  UD&iT  Ijeatment  by  Mr.  Legge, 
who,  for  several  years,  held  the  appointment  of  Govern or-in- Chief. 
Governor  Francklin  married  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Bouteneau,  of 
Bccton,  who  was  a  granddangfater  of  Mr.  Peter  Fsnenil,  of  that  city. 
He  had  several  children.  The  Iat«  Jamee  B.  Francklin,  for  forty 
years  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  wae  his  eldest 
son,  whose  only  daughter  married  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Uniacke,  Rector  of 
St  George's,  HaliAz.  Governor  Francklin  died  in  Halifax,  on  the 
eighth  of  November,  1782.    (See  Nova  Scotia  Archives.) 
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He  was  at  the  same  time  instruoted  to  report  ae  to  the 
development  of  mami&ctDree  in  the  Province.  Mr.  Murdoch 
jnstlf  remarks :  "  It  ia  obviooB  &om  this,  ae  welt  as  &om 
a  multitude  of  other  fkcts,  that  a  close  Jealonay  existed  with 
the  mannihctnrers  of  England  against  anj  attempt  in 
America  to  do  anything  in  that  line,  and  this  narrow 
policy,  influenced  by  a  few  avaricious  capitaliBts  engaged  in 
manufactures,  did  more  to  lose  the  old  Provinces  to  England 
than  any  other  circumstance."  As  coal  is  indispensable  to 
theoondaotofanyextenaivemannfkctoriugoperationB,  itwas 
Juatly  considered  that  the  prohibition  to  excavate  it  would 
be  the  most  effectual  mode  of  crushing  any  progress  in  in- 
<duBMal  enterprise,  thus  compelling  the  colonists  to  purchase 
goods  fhim  the  Uother  country.  Mr.  Brown,  in  his  hiatory 
of  Oape  Breton,  ia  unable  to  account  for  the  policy  of  the 
British  Government  when,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
with  the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  Nova  Scotia  were 
instructed  to  give  every  encouragement  to  loyalists  wishing 
to  settle  in  the  Province,  while  they  were  strictly  prohibited, 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  to  make  land  grants  in  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton.  The  key  to  this  policy,  which  was  perse- 
vered in  till  the  year  1764,  is  to  be  found  in  the  dread  which 
pervaded  the  mercantile  mind  in  Great  Britain  lest  the  New 
Englanders  should  transfer  to  the  region  of  coal  a  portion  of 
that  manufacturing  enterprise  which  was  now  being  bo 
rapidly  developed  in  the  Stated,  and  which  was  quickened 
and  stimulated  by  the  determination  not  to  be  dependent 
A>r  supplies  on  that  great  emporium  of  manufocturing  indos- 
try.  The  Government,  moreover,  tried  ta  conceal  their 
motives  in  this  prohibition  by  including  in  it  the  other 
Islands  comprehended  in  the  Government  of  Nova  SooUa.* 

•Govemof  Froncklin,  in  a  letter  to  tlie  Barl  of  Slielbume,  eaidi 
"  The  country  people,  in  general,  work  up,  for  llieir  own  use,  into 
etockinge,  and  a  stuff  called  homespun,  what  little  wool  their  few 
eheep  produce ;  and  they  also  make  part  of  their  coarse  linen  from  the 
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The  hoatility  to  BritiBh  connection  continHed  to  intonsify 
among  the  coloniste  till  in  April,  1776,  blood  was  ahed,  and 
war  immediately  ensued.  The  colonists  had  fbrmed  a  Pro- 
vincial arsenal  abont  eighteen  miles  inland  from  Boston, 
General  Gage  had  resolved  to  destroy  it,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose sent  a  detachment  of  several  hundred  light  troops. 
Pains  had  been  taken  to  keep  the  movement  secret,  bat  the 
troops  had  advanced  only  a  few  milee  into  the  conntry 
when  bells  were  rung,  and  gans  flred  to  give  the  alarm. 
The  detachment  arrived  at  the  stores  too  lato  to  effect  their 
object,  for  save  two  or  three  cannon,  a  small  quantity  of 
ammunition,  and  a  few  barrels  of  flour,  everything  of  value 
had,  through  the  activity  of  the  coloniste,  been  removed. 
The  troops  now  began  l^eir  retreat,  and  were  assailed  from 
ali  quarters  by  numerous  bands  of  militia.  Had  General 
Gage  not  taken  the  precantion  of  sending  out  another 
detachment  to  provide  fbr  an  adverse  result,  the  first  would 
have  been  completely  destroyed.    The  loss  to  the  British  in 

fl&x  thej  produce.  ThetowDBhipsorTruro,OnelotraDdLondonden7, 
coneistiDg  in  the  whole  of  six  hundred  and  ninetj- four  men,  women  and 
childreo,  cotnpoeed  or  people  chieflv  fVom  the  north  of  Irelaod,  make 
all  their  liuen,  and  even  some  little  to  apare  to  the  neighboring  towns. 
This  year  they  raised  seven  thoneand  fise  hundred  and  twenty-four 
pounds  of  flax,  which  will  probably  be  worked  up,  in  their  several 
(atnilieB,  during  the  winter.  I  cannot  omit  representing  to  your  Lord- 
Bhip,  OD  this  occasion,  that  this  Oovemment  baa  at  no  time  given 
eocouragement  to  maualiictures  which  could  interfere  with  those  of 
Great  Britain )  nor  has  there  been  the  least  appearance  of  any  aseo- 
ciatioD  of  private  persons  for  that  purpose ;  nor  are  there  any  persooe 
who  profess  themselves  weavers,  bo  as  to  make  it  their  employment 
or  business,  bat  only  work  at  it,  in  their  own  families,  during  the 
winter  and  other  leisure  time.  It  may  be  also  proper  to  observe  to 
your  Lordship  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  are  employed 
either  in  husbandry,  fishing,  or  providing  lumber ;  and  that  all  the 
luanafacturea  for  their  clothing,  and  the  utensils  for  forming  and 
fishing,  are  made  in  Great  Britain."  (This  quotation  gives  an  inter- 
esting peep  into  thecondition  of  Colchester  in  1TS6,  as  well  as  indicates 
the  entire  absence  of  any  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  home  manufactures  at  that  period.) 
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tbis  sldnmBh — which  the  colonistB  designated  the  battle  of 
Lexington — was  two  hundred  and  BereDty-three,  and  that 
of  the  AmericftDB  abont  ninety.  Sach  were  the  circiun- 
stances  in  which  blood  was  first  spilt  in  the  contest. 

In  Kova  Scotia  a  proclamation  was  issued  bj  the  Grover- 
nor,  in  July,  17^6,  forbidding  any  correspondence  with 
rebels  in  !New  England ;  and  another  was  issued  under  an 
Act  of  the  Assembly,  prohibiting  arma,  gunpowder,  and 
ammnnition,  &om  being  exported,  except  by  license  from 
the  Governor — ^these  precautions  being  neceBsary  in  order 
ta  repress  any  disposition  to  derive  large  proflte  from  the 
sale  of  articles  for  which  a  very  high  price  could  be  obtuned 
in  the  revolt«d  colonies. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  the  New  Englanders  began 
the  war  is  proved  by  the  alacrity  with  which  a  email  com- 
munity at  Machias,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  began  hostile  ope- 
rations i^nst  British  authority.  Having  been  empowered 
by  the  Congress  of  Massachnsetts  to  take  any  steps  they 
chose  against  the  King's  forces,  they  had  the  audacity  to 
capture  an  armed  Bchooner  in  the  King's  service,  in  which 
operation  several  lives  were  lost.  Encouraged  by  their 
success  they  fitted  out  a  privateer  to  destroy  British  vessels 
engaged  in  conveying  cattle  and  hay  for  the  supply  of  the 
troops  at  Boston.  Under  the  command  of  Stephen  Smith, 
of  Hachias,  delegate  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  a  sloop 
entered  the  River  St  John,  destroyed  Fort  Frederick,  and 
captured  a  brif  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  laden  with 
supplies  for  Boston.  A  stop  was  put  to  these  very  bold  acts 
by  frigatea  which  Admiral  Graves  sent  to  cruise  in  the  Bay 
of  Fundy. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Legge,  to  whom  we  have  referred  as 
appointed  in  1773 — a  relative  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth — 
was  at  this  time  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  a 
remarkably  sharp  man  of  business,  and  gave  no  smalt 
ofibnce  to  persons  in  office  by  the  rigid  inquiry  which  he 
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inatitDted  into  tlie  past  ezpeDditore  of  the  Province.  He 
complained  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  on  his  aesoming  ofSce, 
that  the  Province  was  twenty  thoosand  poondB  in  dobt.  On 
making  inquiry  about  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  deceased 
treAsnrer,  they  were  not  to  be  found — in  itself  a  most  eiia- 
picioos  cirouciBtance.  Mr.  Benjamin  Green,  the  present 
treasorer,  could  give  no  account  of  them,  and  the  widow  of 
the  late  treasurer  expressed  equal  ignorance  of  their  exists 
ence.  Actions  were  raised  against  John  Newton  and  Jona- 
than Binney,  and  verdicts  for  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pounds  currency  was  obtained  in  the  Supreme  Court  Kr. 
NewtOD  paid  into  the  treasury  the  sum  recovered  against 
him,  bat  fitnoey  was  committed  in  de&ult. 

iJieatenant-Govemor  Francklin  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  explaining  the  manner  in  which  the  money  for  the 
recovery  of  which  Ur.  Binney  was  prosecuted,  had  been 
voted  to  him  as  salary  fbr  certain  services  rendered,  and  on 
the  assumption  of  his  explanation  being  reliable,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  account  for  the  legal  verdict  against  Mr.  Binney. 
Two  things  seem  clear  from  a  perusal  of  available  &cts — 
first,  that  there  had  been  irregtUarity  in  the  management  of 
the  finances  of  the  Province ;  and,  secondly,  that  Governor 
Iiegge  was  so  very  zealous  in  the  public  service  as  to  impugn 
the  int^rity  of  men  like  Mr.  Bulkeley,*  whose  honor,  in 

*  B«fereDce  has  already  been  made  lo  Richard  Bulkelej,  aa  editor 
of  the  first  Dewapaper  published  in  the  Province,  He  accompanied 
Governor  Corow^llie  to  Nova  Scotia,  in  1T49,  and  became  secretary 
of  the  Province  about  the  year  1769,  continued  lo  flU  that  important 
office,  under  thirteen  euoceseive  OoTemore,  till  the  year  1T93,  when 
he  wa8  permitted  lo  resign  in  favor  of  his  eon,  Michael  Freke  Bulkeley. 
He  was  appointed  member  of  Council  in  1769,  and  administered  the 
govemmentof  the  Province,  as  senior  Councillor,  on  the  death  of  Gov- 
ernor Parr,  in  1791.  Mr.  B.  also  held  several  offices  of  trust.  He  had 
been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  JohnBoue, 
B.N.  She  died  in  January,  1775.  His  eldest  and  youngest  eons  bofh 
died  in  Jamaica.  His  son  Freke,  who  succeeded  him  as  Provincial 
Secretary,  and  was  also  a  member  of  Assembly  for  the  county  of 
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public  estimation,  was  above  Bospicion.  Wlille  CrOTemor 
Legge  was  industrious,  and  had  th«  faculty  of  discoTering 
abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  pnblic  f^da,  yet  he  was 
most  nngracioQs  in  manner,  and  when  he  was  recalled,  in 
May,  1776,  the  majority  of  the  Conncil  felt  as  if  an  iacnbas- 
had  been  removed.  Ttirongfa  fiitnily  influence,  Le^e  con- 
tinued to  hold,  as  a  sinecnre,  the  ofSce  of  Governor  for  seve- 
ral years,  and  to  receive  the  salary  attached  to  it — the 
Government  being  carried  on  by  XjienleDant-Govemors, 
namely.  Commodore  Arbathnot,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Sir  A.  S. 
Hammond,  TA.^.,  the  latter  being  sacceeded  by  John  Parr, 
in  1782,  who  held  ofBce  for  nine  years. 

During  the  war  the  Now  Englauders  were  most  active  in 
fitting  out  privateers,  to  prey  on  British  commerce.  Several 
combined  in  making  an  attack  on  Lunenburg,  in  the  month 
of  June,  1782.  Having  compelled  some  of  the  inhabitants 
to  pilot  them  to  the  town,  they  landed  in  considerable  fbrce, 
and  plundered  the  settlement — burning  Kr.  Creighton's 
house.  In  the  following  year,  however,  peace  was  con- 
cluded ;  and,  when  John  Adams,  the  first  minister  at  tlie 
Court  of  George  the  Third,  presented  himself  at  a  levee,  the 
King  gave  utterance  to  the  following  noble  sentiments :  "I 
will  be  very  frank  with  yon.  I  was  the  last  to  consent  to 
the  separation ;  but,  the  separation  having  been  made,  and 

Halifax,  died  eudJenly  in  1796,  at  an  early  age.  Mr.  Bulkelej  died 
on  the  seventh  of  December,  1800,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  beloved 
and  respected  by  all  claSBea  througliout  the  Province.  He  left  a  tridon 
and  one  eon — the  latter  then  residing  in  England.  At  his  death  he 
held  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  Grand  Master  of  the  Free- 
masons,  and  Brigadie:^General  of  Militia — a  rank  never  since  con- 
ferred on  any  militia  officer  in  Nova  Scotia.  He  maintained  a  charac- 
ter for  uprightness  and  ability  throughout  his  long  career,  and  having 
outlived  all  his  contemporariee,  he  had  for  years  been  esteemed  the 
father  of  tlie  Province.  The  old  stone  house,  formerly  the  residence 
of  the  late  Hon.  H.H.Cogswell,  at  the  corner  of  Prince  and  Ai^le 
Streets,was  built  by  Mr.  Bulkeley ;  he  resided  there  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  escutcheon  is  in  the  west  gallery  of  St.  Paul's  Churchy 
Halifoit. — See  Nova  Scotia  Archives. 
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having  become  inevitable,  I  have  always  eaid,  and  I  say 
now,  that  I  would  be  the  first  to  meet  the  friendship  of  the- 
United  States  as  an  independent  power." 

On  the  declaration  of  peace,  Nova  Scotia  received  a  large- 
accession  to  her  population.  Thonaands  of  loyalUts  emi- 
grated from  the  States  to  the  Province.  Governs  Parr, 
in  writing  to  Lord  North,  in  September,  1783,  intimates 
that  abont  thirteen  thousand  refugees  had  arrived  at  Hali- 
fax, Annapolis,  Port  Eoseway,  the  river  St  John  and  Cnra- 
berland  during  the  last  few  months.  This  enormons  immigra- 
tion took  place  BO  suddenly  that  the  nocessary  preparations- 
were  not  made  for  so  large  a  number  of  people,  and  mnch 
enffering  was  the  consequence.  The  Bev.  Jacob  Bailey  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  ministered  to  the  people  of 
Annapolis,  in  the  year  1783,  f^imishos  a  number  of  interest- 
ing &ct«  which  throw  considerable  light  on  the  condition 
of  the  refugeee,  as  well  as  on  the  general  state  of  the  Pro- 
vince at  this  period.  Hr.  Bailey  was  bom  at  Rowley, 
Massachosetta,  in  the  year  1731.  His  parents  were  poor, 
bat  the  boy  had  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  which  he  strove  to 
acquire  under  discouraging  circumstances.  He  used  to 
amase  himself  by  writing  secretly  on  various  subjects,  and 
o^e  of  hie  papers  having  accidentally  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Jewett,  the  Congregational  minister  at  Bowley,  he 
paid  the  boy's  ihther  a  visit,  and  requested  that  he  should 
be  put  under  his  care  for  tuition.  This  proposal,  according 
to  his  own  account,  he  found  encumbered  with  insuperable 
difflcultiee,  for  he  imagined  it  impossible  to  introduce  him* 
aeif  to  the  £unily  without  perishing  under  an  intolerable 
weight  of  blashes,  and  the  deepest  conf\islon.  He  arose  in 
the  morning,  having  never  closed  his  eyes  the  preceding 
night,  and  directed  his  course  to  the  parson's.  He  passed 
the  house,  and  walked  backwards  and  forwards  no  less  than 
ten  times.  At  last,  a  strange  pang  of  courage  came  upon 
bim,  and  forced  him  np  to  the  door ;  but,  alas,  when  he 
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arrived  bU  heart  failed  him,  and  his  Bpirito  began  to  sink,  till 
finding  that  the  dyes  of  a  yonug  female  in  the  neighbor- 
hood were  tnmed  towardB  him,  he  conclnded  of  the  two 
evils  pmdentially  to  choose  the  lesser,  and  so  instantly  en- 
tered. He  got  over  the  difficnlties  of  an  introduction,  and 
was  put  to  learning  that  very  afternoon,  and,  as  he  had 
the  good  fbrtiue  to  perceive,  greatly  to  the  acceptance  and 
admiration  of  his  master. 

Mr.  Bailey  entered  Harvard  College  when  he  was  twenty 
yeftrs  of  age.  Dnring  the  vacations  he  acted  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  teacher,  and  thus  straggled  through  college.  He 
at  length  received  episcopal  ordination  in  London,  to  which 
city  he  had  gone  ibr  that  purpose. 

In  the  year  1760  Mr.  Bailey  was  sent  to  Pownalborongh, 
in  the  State  of  Mune,  as  a  missionary,  by  the  Societjr  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts.  There  he  labored 
for  about  eighteen  years.  The  &ct  of  his  being  supported 
by  a  British  Society  excited  the  indignation  of  many,  and 
he  was,  as  a  loyalist,  subjected  to  persecution  of  no  ordinary 
severity,  which  led  to  his  removal  to  Halifiax  in  the  yeai- 
1779.  The  account  which  Mr.  Bailey  gives  of  his  condition 
on  his  arrival  at  Hali&s  will  indicate  the  privations  to 
which  hundreds  of  respecteble  and  educated  loyalists  were 
subjected  at  this  period,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  the  numer- 
ous details  will  amuse  the  reader.  Having  entered  the 
harbor,  the  vessel  proceeded  towards  a  wharf  near  the 
Pontac — the  name  of  the  hotel  of  that  day,  "  We  were  now 
plainly  sensible,"  writes  Mr.  Bailey,  "  that  oar  uncouth  habits 
and  uncommon  appearance  had  by  thia  time  attracted  the 
notice  of  multitudes,  who  flocked  towards  the  water  to 
indulge  their  curiosity.  These  inquisitive  strangera  threw 
us  into  some  conAision,  and  toprevent  a  multitude  of  imper- 
tinent interrogations,  which  might  naturally  be  expected 
by  persons  in  our  circumstancm,  I  made  the  following 
public  declaration,  standing  on  the  qnarteivdeok — '  Gentle- 
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meo,  we  are  a  company  of  fVigitives  from  Eennebeck,  ia 
New  England,  driven  by  famine  and  pereeontion  to  take 
refbge  among  yon,  and,  therofore,  I  mnst  entreat  yonr 
candor  and  oompasaion  to  excuse  the  meanness  and  singu- 
Urity  of  onr  dress.'  I,  at  that  moment,  discerned  among 
the  gathering  crowd  Hr.  Eitson,  one  of  oar  Eennebeck 
neighbors,  running  down  the  street  to  onr  assistance.  He 
came  instantly  on  board,  and  ^ler  mntnal  salutation,  helped 
ns  on  shore.  Thus,  jnst  a  fortnight  ai\«r  we  left  onr  own 
beloved  habitation,  we  ibnnd  onrselves  landed  in  a  strange 
eoanby,  destitute  of  money,  clothing,  dwelling  or  ftimiture, 
and  wholly  uncertain  what  countenance  or  protection  we 
might  obtain  from  the  governing  powers.  Mr.  Kitson 
kindly  offered  to  conduct  us  either  to  Mr.  Bmm's  or  Captain 
Callahan's,  and  just  aa  we  had  quitted  our  vessel,  Mr.  Moody, 
formerly  clerk  to  the  King's  chapel,  appeared  to  welcome 
onr  arrival.  Bnt  as  it  may  afford  some  diversion  to  the 
courteous  reader,  I  will  snapend  my  narrative  a  few 
momenta  to  describe  the  singularity  of  our  apparel,  and  the 
order  of  our  procession  through  the  streets,  which  were 
surprisingly  contrasted  by  the  elegant  dresses  of  tho  ladies 
and  gentlemen  we  happened  to  meet  in  onr  lengthy  ambula- 
tion. And  here  I  am  confoundedly  at  a  loss  where  to  begin, 
whether  with  Captain  Smith  or  myself,  bat  as  he  was  a 
&ithfdl  pilot  to  tliia  haven  of  repose,  I  conclude  it  is  no 
more  than  gratitude  and  complaisance  to  give  him  the 
preference.  He  was  clothed  in  a  long  swingling  thread- 
bare coat,  and  the  rest  of  his  habit  displayed  the  venerable 
flignatnres  of  antiqnity,  both  In  the  form  and  materials. 
His  hat  carried  a  long  peak  before,  exactly  perpendicular  to 
the  longitvde  of  his  aquiline  nose.  On  the  right  hand  of 
^is  sleek  commander  shuffled  along  your  very  hnmble 
aervant,  having  his  foet  adorned  with  a  pair  of  shoes  which 
Bustidned  the  marks  of  rebellion  and  independence.  My 
legs  were  covered  with  a  thick  pair  of  blue  woollen  stock- 
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Ings,  which  had  been  bo  often  mended  and  darned  by  the 
fingere  of  frugality  that  scarce  as  atom  of  the  original 
remained.  My  breeches,  which  just  concealed  the  shame  of 
my  nakedness,  had  formerly  been  black,  bnt  theeolor  being 
worn  ont  by  age,  nothing  remained  but  a  rusty  grey, 
bespattered  with  lint,  aod  bedaubed  with  pit«h.  Over  a 
coarse  tow  and  linen  shirt,  manoikctured  in  the  looms  of 
sedition,  I  sustained  a  coat  and  waistcoat  of  the  same  dandy 
grey  russet,  and  to  secrete  from  public  inspection  the  innu- 
merable rents,  holes,  and  deformities  which  time  and  mis- 
fortune bad  wrought  in  these  ragged  and  weather  beaten 
garments,  I  was  ftuuished  with  a  blae  surtout,  &etted  at 
the  elbows,  worn  at  the  button  holes,  and  stained  with  a 
variety  of  tints,  so  that  it  might  truly  be  styled  a  coat  of 
many  colors,  and  to  render  this  external  deportment  of  my 
habit  still  more  conspicuous  and  worthy  of  observation,  the 
waist  descended  below  my  knees,  and  the  skirts  hung 
dangling  about  my  heels;  and  to  complete  the  whole  a 
jaundice-colonred  wig,  devoid  of  curls,  waa  shaded  by  the 
remnants  of  a  rusty  beaver,  ita  monstrous  brim  replete  with 
notches  and  furrows,  and  grown  llmpsy  by  the  alternate 
in&ictions  of  storms  and  snnsbine,  lopped  over  my 
shoulders,  and  obscured  a  face  meagre  with  famine  and 
wrinkled  with  solicitude.  My  consort  and  niece  came  lag- 
ging behind  at  a  little  distance,  the  former  arrayed  in  a 
ragged  baize  nightgown'tied  round  her  middle  withawooUen 
string  instead  of  a  sash ;  the  latter  carried  upon  her  back 
the  tattered  remains  of  an  hemlock  colored  linsey-woolsey, 
and  both  their  heads  were  adorned  with  bonnets  composed 
of  black  moth-eat«n  stuff,  almost  devoured  with  the  teeth  of 
time,  I  forgot  to  mention  the  admirable  figure  of  their 
petticoats,  gogged  at  the  bottom,  distinguished  by  a  multi- 
tude of  fissures,  and  curiously  drabbled  in  the  mud,  for  a 
heavy  rain  was  now  banning  to  set  in.  And  to  cloee  this 
solemn  procession  Dr.  Mayer  and  my  ^thfbl  John  marched 
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along  in  all  the  pride  of  poverty  and  majeety  of  raga  sod 
patches,  which  exhibited  the  variooa  dyes  of  the  rainbow. 
Id  t^is  manner  onr  procession  began,  and  was  enpported 
till  we  arrived  at  Capt^n  Callahan's,  near  half  a  mile  fW)ni 
the  place  of  onr  landing." 

TVe  most  now  introduce  to  the  reader  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Broynton,  Rector  of  .St.  Panl's  Church,*  Halifex,  at  this 
time.  "  In  a  few  minutes  aft«r,"  says  Mr.  Bailey,  "  we  were 
ikvored  wiih  a  visit  from  the  polite  and  generous  Dr. 
Breynton.  He  addressed  us  with  that  ease,  freedom  and 
gentleness  peculiar  to  himself.  His  countenance  exhibited 
a  neat  finished  picture  of  compasBionate  good  nature,  and 
effusions  of  tenderness  and  humanity  glistened  in  his  vene- 
rable eyes  when  he  had  learned  part  of  our  history.  He 
kindly  assured  us  that  he  most  heartily  congratulated  us  on 
oar  fortunate  delivenmce  fi-om  tyranny,  oppression,  and 
poverty,  and  he  declared  that  we  might  depend  on  his 
attention  and  assistance  to  make  us  comfortable  and  happy. 
The  turn  of  his  fbatures,  and  the  manner  of  his  expression 
afforded  a  convincing  evidence  of  his  sincerity,  and  the 
event  afterwards  gave  me  undeniable  illustration  that  I  was 
not  mistaken  in  my  favorable  conjectures." 
HereisaglimpseofUr.Francklin,  whose  name  has  already 

•  St.  PbuI'h  eharch  wm  built  in  1760.  The  Etev.  Wm.  Tutty,  of 
KmmaDuel  College,  Cambridge,  a  mieBionaiy  eent  to  Hallfaz  under 
the  auBpicea  of  the  Societj  for  propagatlag  the  OoBpel  seems  to  have 
been  the  first  miDieler  who  officiated  in  the  church.  In  1T52  the 
Bev.  John  Breyaton  vas  appointed  secood  miwioDaiy  to  the  English 
inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Tuttjin  1753,  the 
Rev.  T.  Wood,  from  the  Province  of  New  Jereey,  was  appointed  to 
Halifox.  Hr.  Wood  having  removed  to  Annapolia  in  1T63,  the  duties 
ofthc  miaaion  devolved  entirely  on  Hr,  Brejnton.  This  osefu)  miS' 
sionar;  had  e«tab1iehed  a  school  in  the  town  in  which  fifty  orphans, 
besides  other  children,  were  taught.  He  preached  to  the  Qeniians  in 
their  own  laagnage,  and  was  otherwise  an  able  andeloquent  preacher. 
See  Sketch  of  the  Rise  and  Progresa  of  the  Chnrch  of  England  in 
the  British  North  American  Provinces,  bj  Thomas  Beamish  Akins, 
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appeared  in  our  narraiiTe.  I'he  next  petBon  of  conBeqaence 
^-coBtiiiiies  Hr.  Buley— who  engaged  oar  attention  was  Itr. 
Prancklin,  fonnerly  Lienlenant  Governor  of  ISova  Scotia. 
He  had  Beveral  Indians  in  tiis  train,  arrayed  ia  all  their  tin- 
Bel  finery — among  the  reet  a  Sachem  belonging  to  the  tribe 
of  St.  John's.  Thifl  fellow,  by  the  oddity  of  hia  appearance, 
and  the  singolarity  of  his  visage,iminediately  strock  my  imag- 
ination, and  I  wae  onable  to  look  upon  him  without  a  mixture 
of  hiUrity  and  wonder.  He  waearrayed  in  a  long  blue  coat, 
adorned  with  a  ecartet  cape,  and  bound  close  about  his  loins 
with  a  girdle.  He  wore  upon  his  head  a  narrow  Ivimmed 
flapped  hat,  and  his  &ce  was  an  entire  composition  of  wrink- 
les. I  was  admitted  to  the  honor  of  shaking  hands  with  this 
American  monarch  who  eyed  me  fiom  head  to  toot,  and  per- 
ceiving that  I  had  more  rags  than  finery  about  me,  I  plainly 
discerned  that  his  complaisance  was  mingled  wiUi  a  degree  of 
contempt,  for,  instead  of  pulling  off  hie  hat,  he  only  touched 
it  with  his  fingers  and  nodded  his  head,  thoo^  I  remarked 
a  few  days  after,  when  I  was  dressed  in  a  new  suit  of  clothes, 
he  approached  me  with  higher  marks  of  veneration,  and  did 
not  foil  to  take  his  hat  wholly  fW>m  his  head," 

Mr.  Bailey  was  called  to  Cornwallia  in  the  year  1779, 
where  he  ministered  till  the  year  1782,  when  he  returned  to 
Annapolis.  He  describes  the  town  at  that  time  as  contain- 
ing one  bnndred  and  thirty  inhabitants.  A  few  months  after 
his  arrival  at  this  new  sphere  of  labor,  the  reftigeea  began 
to  arrive.  In  the  month  of  October  nine  transports,  convoyed 
by  men  of  war,  entered  the  basin.  They  contained  five 
hundred  bouIb  sent  by  the  British  Government  to  If  oraScotia. 
Every  habitation  was  crowded,  and  many  were  nnable  to  pro- 
cure lodgings.  Some  of  the  immigrants  were  persons  of 
education  who  had  occupied  a  respectable  social  position.  A 
number  of  other  veasels  came  in  tAwards  the  end  of  the 
month,  with  immigrants  of  the  same  sort,  to  the  aggregate 
number  of  athoosaud  souls.    Hundreds  had  to  be  aocommo' 
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dated  in  l^e  chnrcbee,  but  there  was  a  larger  number  for 
whom  no  accommodation  whatever  conld  be  provided.  Mr. 
Buley  represents  tbe  circnmstsnoeB  of  these  unfortunate 
people  as  tmly  wretched,  and  aajB  that  instead  of  increasing 
his  emoloments  they  would  d^ly  make  demands  on  his  com- 
passion and  charity.  At  this  period,  the  work  of  a  clergy- 
man settler  in  tbe  conntry  was  Bvffieiently  onerons.  Once 
a  month  Mr.  Bailey  officiated  at  Granville,  about  foorteen 
milee  from  his  home.  He  rode  about  twelve  miles  on  Satur- 
day, the  next  day  proceeded  about  two  miles  by  water,  and 
frequently  had  to  climb  the  banks  of  the  river  up  to  his  knees 
in  mud.  Then  after  preaching  two  sermons,  catechizing 
tbe  children,  and  baptising  a  number  of  inf^ts,  he|retnmed 
home  on  Sonday  evening  by  the  same  route.  Mr.  Bailey 
corresponded  with  an  eccentric  clergyman  of  the  church. 
Dr.  Peters  of  London,  who  in  reference  to  his  labors  thus  wrote 
— "  This  will  reach  you  by  the  grace  of  Dr.  Seabury,  Bishop 
of  Connecticut,  who  will  wfut  on  yon,  and  give  yon  his  bene- 
diction of  more  valne  than  mine,  and  twenty-six  Bight  Bev- 
erend  Lord  Bishops.  His  certificate  will  be  of  great  service 
to  yon  at  St.  Peter's  gate,  who  will  admit  you  at  sight  of  it  into 
heaveUfWithonttoQchingatpurgatorybecaose  you  have  resided 
in  Nova  Scotia  nine  years,which  must  havepurged  and  Bweated 
you  more  than  three  hundred  and  six^-five  tlsys  could  have 
done  in  the  Pope's  prison.  Tour  labors  are  truly  hard,  and 
your  reward  is  in  heaven  along  with  our  curates  here,  who 
bury  seven  in  a  day,  christen  ten  to  fifteen  oat  and  in  the 
church,  marry  from  three  to  seven  couple  per  day,  vifiit  six 
or  seven  persons  by  night  and  by  day,  read  aod  preach  three 
times  on  each  Sunday,  and  all  for  forty  to  forty-five  pounds 
per  annum  I" 

Mr,  Bailey  was  rector  of  St  Luke's  parish,  Annapolis,  fbr 
about  twenty-five  years,  and  died  in  July,  1808,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  leaving  a  widow,  tiiree  sons  and  three  daughters. 

As  early  as  the  year  1783,  just  conceptions  with  respect 
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to  the  civil  and  religioaa  rights  of  Soman  Catholics,  began 
to  be  entertained,  pnblic  opinion  in  Nova  Scotia  being, 
on  that  subject,  at  that  period,  in  advance  of  Great 
Britain.  Hence  we  find  that  an  act  was  passed  in  that  year 
by  which  some  of  the  difiabilities  impoBed  in  less  enlightened 
times  by  former  laws  were  repealed.  It  was  not,'  however, 
till  the  year  1829,  when  what  is  termed  the  Catholic 
Emancipation  Act  waa  passed  in  the  British  Parliament, 
that  Boman  Catholics  were  pat  nearly  on  a  level  with  Protes- 
tants as  to  civil  and  religious  rights. 

In  the  following  year — 1784 — flie  Province  of  New  Brans- 
wick  waa  constitated.  Thomas  Carleton  was  the  first  Gov- 
ernor. He  and  his  &mily  were  received  in  St.  John  with 
great  rejoicing  by  the  loyalists.  The  settlers  on  the  St  John 
river  were  not  satisfied  with  Nova  Scotian  governmental  rule, 
and  seemed  to  have  regarded  their  separation  as  a  kind  of 
emancipation  iirom  tlie  bonds  of  what  they  designated  "  the 
arrogance  of  tyranny."  Hence  their  own  Governor  waa 
hailed  as  a  deliverance.  There  is  no  evidence,  however,  that 
they  had  any  great  ground  for  complaint 

The  year  1786  was  rendered  memorable  in  the  Provincial 
Annale  by  the  arrival  in  Halifax,  on  the  fourth  of  October, 
from  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  of  Prince  William  Henry — 
afterwards  William  the  Fourth.  The  general  joy  foond 
expression  in  a  brilliant  illumination  the  town.  The  Prince 
remained  for  three  weeks,  leaving  for  the  We^it  Indies  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  October.  He  returned  again  in  June, 
1787,  and  left,  in  a  few  days,  for  Quebec,  whence  he  came  back 
to  Halifax  in  October,  when  he  was  munificently  entertained 
by  Governor  Parr  and  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  whom 
seven  hundred  pounds  were  voted  for  a  dinner  and  ball  in 
honor  of  His  Eoyal  Highness.  Grovemment  House,  at  which 
he  stayed,  occupied  at  that  time  the  site  of  the  present  Pro- 
vincial building. 

In  the  following  year,  1788,  the  Province  was  startled  by 
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charges  of  maladmmiatratioD  of  law  brought  against  two 
jndgeB  of  the  Supreme  Court — Isaac  Deschamps  and  James 
BrentoD.  Meeers.  Sterne  and  Taylor,  Attomiea,  were  the  prin- 
cipal aecueers.  The  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Asaembly,  by  a  motion  submitted  by  Major  Milledge,  the 
member  for  Digby.  Stems  was  summoned  before  the  House, 
ttnd  made  a  long  statement,  by  which  be  endeavored  to 
Mtablish  his  case.  The  House,  without  e^ipressing  any 
opinion,  agreed  to  present  an  address  to  the  Governor,  requests 
ing  that  an  impartial  investigation  should  take  place,  so  that 
ihe  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused  might  be  established. 
To  this  application  His  Excellency  replied  that  many  of  the 
charges  were  matters  of  legal  opinion,  and  that  the  insinua 
tions  of  a  more  criminal  nature  appeared  to  be  entirely  desti- 
tute of  foundation.  He,  however,  assured  the  House  that  the 
case  would  be  considered  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  satis- 
&ction  t«  all  concerned.  The  case  was  subsequently  sub- 
mitted to  the  council  for  decision,  who  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  charges  were  not  substantiated.  The  imperfect 
report,  which  appears  in  the  Nova  Scotia  Magazine  for 
1790,  of  some  of  the  speeches  delivered  in  connection  with 
this  business,  shows  that  in  the  Assembly  there  were  men  of 
noarked  ability.  Major  Barclay  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  debate.  Referring  to  the  message  of  the  Governor 
in  reply  to  the  address  of  the  House,  he  said,  the  message 
from  His  Excellency  was  worded  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  give 
■atis&ction  to  the  House.  It  appeared,  th}m  the  formerpart 
of  it,  Hia  Excellency  was  prejudging  the  case,  and  in  soma 
measure  acquitting  the  judges  before  any  deliberate  examin* 
atjon  had  been  gone  into,  for  TTin  Excellency,  in  his  answer, 
declared  that  part'  of  the  evidence  adduced  against  the 
judges  rested  on  abstract  points  of  law,  on  which  the  judges  in 
England  frequently  differed  in  opinion.  He  declared  tha 
reverse  was  positively  the  case,  and  that  the  charges  against 
theee  gentlemen  rested  on  fundamental  principles.    Assum- 
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ing  that  the  qaestionB  were  questions  of  law,  His  Excellency 
was  wrong  in  oonHtituting  the  coonoil  a  court  in  their  cir- 
cnmstancee,  and  the  cosDCil  were  wrong  in  presuming  to 
pronounce  ao  opinion  on  subjecta  respecting  which  they 
were  confessedi;  ignorant.  It  was  expected  that  such  a  fair 
inquiry  would  have  been  made  as  would  have  proved  satis- 
factory. Had  such  an  inquiry  taken  place — such  an  inquiry 
as  the  House  had  a  right  to  expect — as  the  public  had  a  right 
to  expect — and  as  even  the  judges  themselves  had  a  right 
to  expect?  Did  not  His  Majesty's  council,  when  they  went 
into  the  mock  inquiry  which  had  taken  place,  shut  them* 
selves  up  in  the  council  chamber  ?  Was  any  person  admitted 
to  give  evidence  on  the  occasion,  or  were  even  the  judges 
themselves  admitted  ?  Did  not  even  the  two  gentlemen, 
who  had  given  information  to  the  House,  when  they  found 
tiie  council  was  about  to  enter  onaninquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  judges,  address  the  Governor  by  memorial,  and  offer 
to  come  forward  and  substantiate  the  information  they  had 
given  before  the  House  ?  Uid  they  not  inform  His  Excellency 
that  the  judges,  wereaccused  not  barely  on  their  information, 
but  on  the  testimony  of  members  belonging  to  that  House? 
Did  they  not  declare  that  only  part  of  the  information  which 
they  had  given  the  House  was  reduced  to  writing?  And  did 
they  not  pray  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  come  forward 
as  witnesses  upon  the  occasion,  and  to  substantiate,  under 
oath,  those  facts  which  they  had  but  Imperfectly  stated  to  the 
House  ?  In  order  to  impress  the  House  with  hie  sense  of  tho 
absurdity  of  the  proceedings  he  asked — "  had  His  Mitjesty's 
council,  upon  a  bare  perusal  of  the  information  presented  to 
them,  and  the  answers  of  the  judges  in  their  own  defence, 
found  the  judges  guilty,  would  the  latter  h*ave  rest«d  satisfied 
with  so  singular  a  trial  ?  Would  they  not  rather  have  come 
forward  and  loudly  complained  of  the  injury  done  to  them 
by  a  mode  of  trial  wanting  every  legal  form  established  by 
^e  oonstituUon?     If,  therefore,  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
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the  Supreme  Court  would  not,  in  each  a  cue,  have  been  satis- 
fied, sorely  tJie  pnblio  on  the  present  occEiaion  had  an  eqaal 
light  to  complain.  Bowing  to  the  speaker  and  to  the  House, 
he  requested  them  to  lay  their  hands  on  their  hearts  and  any 
whether  they  were  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Conn- 
cil  in  the  case.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  answering  for 
-Uiem  and  eay  they  were  not." 

This  case,  which  had  excited  deep  interest  thronghont  tht 
Province,  ended  by  a  decision  of  Bis  Ifajesty's  Privy  Coni^ 
cil  that  the  charges  against  the  jndges  were  not  anstainedt 
and  conseqnently  they  were  fully  acquitted. 
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The  Prince's  Lodge — H,  B.  H.  meets  with  an  accident,  and  re- 
tumB  to  England — la  created   Duke  of  Kent — Appointed  Coni' 
inander-in-Chief  in  Britiah  America — His  arrival — Finally  leaves 
for  England — Appointed  Governor  of  Oibrallar,  and  ia  recalled — 
His  marriage — Birth  of  Princeee  Victoria — His  death— Judge 
Halibuiton's  letter   to   Sir   John   Hervej  in  reference  to  the 
character  of  the  Prince — Hia  benevolence    He  establishes  Regi- 
men t»l    Schools — Louis    Ignace   de   Salabeir; — The   Prince's 
correspondence  with  the  Salaberr;  fomily — £!dward  Salabeny — 
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It  was  in  the  jear   1792,  that  John  Wentworth,  who  had 
mcceeded  John  Parr  as  LieuteDaQt^-Governor,  arrived  in 
Halifax.    He  had  previously  been  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
•hire,  and  hold  for  many  years  the  office  of  CoiDmissioner 
of  Woods  and  Forests  in  America.     On  his  aesnming  office 
he  diraolved  the  Assembly  which  had  sat  for  seven  years, 
and  convened  a  new  one.     The  elections  were  conduct«d 
without  andae  excitement;  and  in  writing  to  Mr.  Diuidas, 
tbe  Secretary  of  State,  the  Governor  gives  credit  to  the  new 
House  for  desiring   to   transact  the  pablic  boaineas  with 
moderation  and  despatch. 

War  having  been  declared  between  France  and  Bngland 
in  1793,  the  Governor  act  himself  to  the  work  of  pntttngtho 
Province  in  a  stato  of  defence.  He  accordingly  took  stops 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  six  hundred  men.  The  (own  militia 
consisting  of  a  similar  number,  were  equipped  &om  the 


TBI  HIIITIA  AT  HALITAX.  17^ 


Ordnance  store,  and  other  defensive  measures  were  adopted  in 
the  city  with  vigor.  In  the  western  districtfl  of  the  Province 
three  corps  of  militia  were  enrolled.  At  this  exciting  period 
the  Governor  assured  Mr.  Diindas,  that  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  on  Halifax,  nine  hundred  men  coold  be  under  arma  ia 
twenty  minutes  and  be  reinforced  in  two  hours  with  six 
btindred  more.  He  could  calculate  on  a  force  of  six  thou- 
sand in  the  aggregate  in  the  event  of  circumstaocea  requir- 
ing their  services — the  whole  military  force  of  the  Pi-ovinc« 
t>eing  nine  thousand  one  bundred  and  sixty  men. 

Intelligence  having  been  received  that  a  French  fleet  was 
at  New  York  preparing  for  sea,  and  that  Halifax  might  ' 
be  its  destination,  a  council  of  war  was  held,  when  it  was 
resolved  that  the  militia  should  be  brought  to  town.  A  thou- 
Band  men  accordingly  arrived  with  all  possible  speed  from 
Hants,  Kings  and  Annapolis  counties,  one  company  march- 
ing from  Granville  to  Halifax — one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
miles — in  thirty-four  hours.  About  four  thousand  men  were 
assembled  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  According  to 
concurrent  testimony  the  behaviour  of  the  troops  was  ad- 
mirable. They  remained  at  their  posts  till  abont  November, 
when  the  men  returned  to  their  homes,  the  French  armament 
having  left  the  American  coast.  The  alacrity  with  which 
the  young  men  of  the  Province  at  this  juncture  mustered 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  their  attention  to  drill,  their 
sobriety  and  soldierly  bearing,  produced  a  most  favorable 
impression. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1794,  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia 
were  gratified  by  the  arrival  of  Prince  Edward — afterwards 
Duke  of  Kent— at  Halifax.  As  the  military  connection  of 
the  Prince  with  Nova  Scotia  was  eminently  honorable  to 
himself,  and  as  hta  name  will  be  permanently  associated  with 
the  history  of  the  Province,  a  very  brief  sketch  of  his  life, 
kt  this  stage  of  our  narrative,  may  not  be  deemed  inappro- 
priate. 
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Edward  Aaguetos,  fourth  son  of  George  the  Third,  by  his 
consort  the  Princeae  Charlotte,  of  Mecklenbnrgh-Stretlitz, 
was  bom  at  Buckingham  Honse  on  thoBecondof  Kovember, 
1167.  The  following  incidentjUustrative  of  hie  trnthftilneas 
when  a  boy  is  recorded  by  hie  tutor,  Mr.  Fisher — aflerwarda 
Bishop  of  Salisbury  :  "  At  Eew  Palace  there  was  a  time- 
piece highly  prized  by  George  the  Third;  it  was  a  clumsy 
iSair ;  there  was  nothing  particular  in  ita  oonstmction,  or 
ingenious  about  its  morements.  The  only  attraction  it 
possessed  arose  &om  its  historical  associations.  It  had  be- 
longed to  the  youthful  Duke  of  Gloucester,  son  of  Queen 
Anne.  One  morning  the  pedestal  of  this  relic  was  found 
vacant,  and  the  time-piece  itself  lying  on  the  ground  a 
wreck.  It  had  been  battered  by  some  heavy  instrument, 
and  lay  shiTsred  in  fragments.  Bepair  was  hopeless.  The 
dial  was  damaged  irreparably.  The  King's  displeasure  was 
not  light,  and  immediate  inquiries  were  instituted.  They 
issued  in  no  satisftotory  result ;  the  culprit  could  not  even 
be  guessed  at;  no  one  had  witnessed  the  disaster;  no  one 
could  explain  its  occurrence.  Aftermany  hours  hadelapsed 
by  mere  chance  the  question  was  pat  to  Prince  Edward.  '  I 
did  it,'  was  the  instant  and  unhesitating  reply.  '  But,'  sud 
the  party,  anxious  to  screen  the  intrepid  boy,  'your  iloyal 
Highness  did  it  by  accident?'  'No,  I  did  it  int«ationally.' 
'  But  your  Boyal  Highness  regrets  what  you  have  done  7' 
'  No,  not  at  all  t'  '  Not  sorry  ?'  '  No,  I  may  be  sorry  for 
it  to-morrow,  but  I  certainly  am  not  sorry  for  it  now.'  It 
was  impossible  to  get  over  this  avowal.  The  Prince  was 
punished,  and  not  slightly." 

Id  the  year  1786,  Prince  Edward  being  then  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  was  sent  to  Lunebnrg,  Hanover,  to  prose- 
cute his  studies.  His  royal  father  allowed  one  thousand 
pounds  annually  for  his  maintenance,  but  of  that  sum  the 
Prince  was  granted  only  a  guinea  and  a  half  a  week  for  hia 
personal  expenses.    His  military  superior  he  designated  a 
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mercenary  tyrant.  After  remaining  a  year  in  Lnneburg,  he 
was  Beat  to  Hanover,  where  be  foand  do  remedy  for  existing 
evila.  He  waa  aabjected  to  a  contemptible  syHtem  of  eapi- 
on^e,  bia  letters  were  intercepted,  and  he  was  represented 
to  hia  litther  as  extravagant.  His  life  he  describes  as  "  one 
never  ending  parade."  Id  October,  1787,  he  experienced 
some  relief  by  being  sent  to  Geneva.  Here  six  thousand 
potrnds  were  allowed  for  his  support,  yet  he  still  was  limited 
to  a  guinea  and  a  half  for  pocket  money.  In  Geneva  he 
met  with  young  Engliabmen  with  whom  he  was  glad  to 
associate,  but  felt  so  mortified  and  embarrassed  for  want  of 
{Unds,  that  he  contracted  debt  to  a  considerable  amount.  In 
the  year  1790,  he  resolved  to  visit  London.  He  put  up  on 
his  arrival  at  a  hotel,  where  he  was  immediately  visited  by 
bis  brothers,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York. 
When  the  king  was  informed  of  his  arrival  he  was  very 
angry.  He  refused  to  see  his  son  after  an  absence  of  six 
years,  simply  because  he  had  presumed  to  quit  his  post 
without  his  orders.  After  remaining  ten  days  in  England, 
he  was  ordered  to  leave  within  twenty-four  hours  for 
Gibraltar.  On  the  night  before  his  departure  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  king's  presence  for  five  minutes  only.  On 
reaching  Gibraltar,  he  was  placed  under  the  tutelage  of 
Colonel  Symes,  a  liberal-minded  and  kind-hearted  man.  The 
Prince  was  now  Colonel  of  the  Seventh  Begiment  of  Foot.  Hit 
system  of  discipline  waa  so  rigid  as  to  make  him  unpopular 
with  the  troops.  Rumors  of  his  unpopularity  reached 
England,  and  His  Royal  Highness  and  his  regiment  were 
ordered  to  embark  for  America.  He  stood  high,  however, 
in  the  eatimation  of  bis  brother  officers,  who  gave  him  a 
splendid  entortaiument  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for 
Caoitda. 

He  quitted  Quebec  in  January,  1794,  for  the  purpose  of 
jdning  Sir  Charles  Grey  in  the  West  Indies,  where  ha 
arrived  on  the  fourth  of  MsjNjh.    A  post  of  hoaor  was  im' 
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mediatelj  assi^ed  him.  He  headed  the  £aDk  divison  at 
the  Blorming  of  aeveral  strong  forta  in  Martiniqne  and  Gna- 
daloupe.  Sir  Charles  wrote  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise 
to  His  Majesty  as  to  the  conduct  of  his  son.  For  his  gallant 
services  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Lords. 

Prince  Edward  was  now  twenty-eeven  years  of  age,  and 
although  his  i»t}ther,  the  Duke  of  Tork,  had  obtained  his 
parliamentary  allowance  when  he  was  twenty-one  years, 
and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  when  he  was  twenty-four,  yet 
no  such  provision  was  made  for  Prince  EdwMxl,  And  why  ? 
Doubtless  because  his  political  sentiments  and  enlightened 
views  of  government  were  in  advance  of  the  time — his  po- 
litical principles  being  antagonistic  to  those  of  bis  fothor, 
and  being  represented  by  certain  busybodies  as  ultra-radical 
in  their  tendency. 

The  campaign  of  1794  being  ended,  His  Boyal  Highness 
returned  to  North  America,  arriving  in  Halii^x  on  the  tenth 
of  May.  The  town  was  illuminated  in  honor  of  his  arrival, 
and  at  a  levee  held  at  Government  House,  addresses  were 
presented  to  him  from  the  LieutenantJ^rovernor  and  Coun- 
cil, and  the  inhabitants.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  ad- 
dresses were  couched  in  terms  so  excessively  flattering  in 
reference  to  the  recent  military  services  of  the  Prince,  as  to 
have  been  scarcely  palatable.  The  citizens  represented 
themselves  as  having  been  greatly  agitated,  and  as  feeling 
the  greatest  anxiety  lest  His  Royal  Highness  should  be  in- 
jured, and  in  allusion  to  his  West  Indian  exploits  they  told 
him  that  like  a  great  ancient  warrior  he  came,  he  saw,  he 
conquered.  The  florid  style  of  the  period  must  be  accepted 
as  an  excuse  for  the  ludicrously  extravagant  congratulatiooa 
which  were  showered  upon  His  Boyal  Highness  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

Here  we  will  take  the  liberty  of  interrupting  the  narra- 
tive  by  referring  to  the  loss  of  His   Majesty's  ship  Xa 
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Tribtme,  which  took  place  on  the  twenty  third  of  Wovembep, 
1797,  a  little  to  the  sonth  of  Herriog  Cove,  and  which 
elicited  thetrnlj  generons  and  lieneficent  qaalities  by  which 
Prince  Edward  was  distinguighed. 

£a  Tribune  waa  one  of  the  finest  frigates  in  His 
Majesty's  service,  carrying  forty-four  gnna,  and  had  been 
lately  captured  by  the  Unicom  frigate.  She  was  commanded 
by  Oaptain  S.  Barker,  and  e^led  from  Torbay  on  the 
twenty-second  of  September,  as  convoy  to  the  Quebec  and 
ITewfonndland  fleets.  She  lost  eight  of  the  fleel«  on  the 
nineteenth  of  October,  and  on  Thursday  morning,  the 
twenty -third  of  November,  came  in  sight  of  Halifax  harbor, 
Trhen  Captain  Barker  proposed  to  the  master  to  lay  the 
ship  to  till  a  pilot  was  got  The  master  remarked  that  the 
"wind  was  fair,  and  as  he  knew  the  harbor  well  no  pilot  was 
necessary.  About  twelve  o'clock  the  ship  had  approached 
BO  near  the  Thram  cap  shoals  that  the  master  became 
alarmed,  and  sent  for  Mr-  Galvin,  the  master's  mate,  who 
was  sick  below.  Galvin  had  just  appeared  on  deck,  not 
liaving  time  to  observe  the  position  of  the  ship,  when  she 
struck.  The  captain  had  gone  below  to  look  out  some 
papers  which  he  had  intended  to  take  ashore  with  him,  and 
OD  the  ship  striking  immediately  went  on  deck.  Signals  of 
distfees  were  made  and  answered  by  the  military  posts  and 
the  ships  in  the  harbor.  Boats  fk>m  all  the  military  posts, 
from  His  Ht^ty's  ships  and  the  dock  yard  proceeded  to 
the  relief  of  the  La  Tribune.  Some  of  these  reached  the 
ship,  but  others  bad  to  return  on  account  of  the  weather.  The 
ship  was  immediately  lightened  by  throwing  all  her  gnna 
overboard,  so  that  at  nine  o'clock  she  got  off  the  shoals. 
The  chain  pumps  were  put  in  action,  and  it  was  thought 
that  she  might  be  kept  afloat.  The  gale  now  intensified, 
the  wind  blowing  ilrom  the  southeast.  Her  ancfaors  were 
dropped  bat  fkiled  to  bring  her  to,  and  she  was  fast  driven 
towards  ihe  western  shore.     It  was    now  ten  o'clock, 
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and  litUe  hope  was  entertaioed  of  saving  the  ship  or  the 
lives  of  those  on  board  of  her.  About  half-past  ton  o'clooh 
the  ship  lurched  suddenly,  and  went  down.  Two  hundred 
and  fortj  men,  and  some  women  and  childreo  were  now 
struggling  for  life  in  the  water.  With  many  of  them  the 
straggle  was  very  short;  a  Dumber  clung  to  the  shroudst 
the  tops  and  other  parts  of  the  wreck,  but  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  storm  they  one  by  one  dropped  off  through 
exhaustion,  and  disappeared  in  the  raging  billows.  The 
cries  and  groans  of  the  unhappy  sufferers,  fVum  the  bruises 
many  of  them  had  rec'eived,  and  as  hope  of  deliverance 
began  to  fail  them,  were  heartrending.  Although  the 
wreck  was  bo  near  to  the  shore  that  their  cries  could  be 
distinctly  heard,  only  eight  persons  survived  to  see  the  light 
of  day. 

The  first  effort  made  for  their  relief  was  by  a  boythirteen 
years  of  age,  who  ventured  off  in  a  skiff  by  himself  about 
eleven  o'clock  next  day.  After  great  labor  the  little  hero 
succeeded  in  backing  his  boat  so  near  that  two  men  were 
thus  saved.  Two  men  named  Dunlap  and  Munroe  had  pre- 
served their  strength  and  spirits.  The  others  lay  exhaosted 
in  the  tops  being  unable  to  move.  Through  great  exertion 
Sonlap  and  Jtfunroe  got  them  into  the  boy's  boat,  and  re- 
mained  on  the  wreck  themselves  till  succour  came.  The 
little  boy  bravely  put  to  sea  again,  but  on  account  of  the 
heavy  gale  could  not  get  snfficienlly  near  to  be  of  service 
His  example,  however,  shamed  others  with  larger  boats  who 
put  off,  and  thus  the  eight  persons  were  rescued. 

A  quarter-master  belonging  to  the  ship,  named  McGregor, 
had  his  wife  on  board;  they  were  a  respectable  couple,  and 
greatly  attached  to  each  other.  McQregor,  from  his  affeo- 
tionato  solicitude  for  her  safety,  endeavored  to  persuade  her 
while  the  ship  lay  on  the  shoals  to  go  ashore  in  one  of  the 
boats  which  came  off  from  the  island,  as  his  mind  wonld  faA 
more  at  ease.    To  his  solioitations  she  replied  that  she  never 
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would  abandon  him,  and  that  if  it  v&a  his  lot  to  periah  she 
wished  not  to  snrrive  him.  She  ehared  the  common  fata. 
A  considerable  time  ailer  the  ship  had  ibnndered,  a  man 
was  discovered  swimming  towards  the  wreck.  On  his  ap- 
proaching it  was  found  to  bo  McGregor.  He  informed  his 
comrades  who  were  hanging  to  the  wretk  that  he  had  swam 
towards  the  shore— rthat  he  had  Tdntnred  as  far  as  he  conld 
with  safety  into  the  surf,  and  found  that  if  he  went  farther 
he  should  be  dashed  in  pieces,  and  he  cautioned  them  all  to 
avoid  making  a  similar  attempt,  but  if  possible  to  hold  by 
the  wreck.  He  himself  gained  the  main  shrouds,  and  re- 
mained there  till  the  mast  gave  way,  and  then  met  the 
same  fate  ae  his  unfbrtunato  consort,  whose  death  he  was 
continually  deploring  while  on  the  shronds. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure,"  sajs  the  Salifax  Journal  of  the 
time,  "  we  notice  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers.  His 
Boyal  Highness  Prince  Edward,  with  that  generosity 
which  has  distingiahed  him  during  his  residence  in  this 
Province,  directed  immediate  provision  to  bo  made  for  the 
bereaved  families,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  through 
the  representations  of  H:s  Eoyal  Highness  such  provision 
shall  be  made  as  permanent  as  their  sufferings.  Actions 
like  these  dignity  kings,  and  add  splendor  to  the  highest 
rank." 

The  editor  considerately  suggested  that  a  aubecription 
shoold  be  opened  for  the  littlp  fellow  who  bravely  rescued 
the  two  men,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  was  acted  upon. 

The  residence  of  the  Prince,  as  is  well  known,  was  on  the 
west  side  of  Bedford  Basin,  about  six  miles  fh>m  Halifax, 
and  was  designated  "  The  Lodge."  The  property  had  been 
bought  by  Governor  "Wentworth,  who,  during  the  summer 
months,  resided  there.  The  IMnce  improved  it,  and  de- 
clared that  as  a  residence  he  preferred  it  to  any  place  out  of 
England.    Sam  Slick  has  given  a  most  graphic .  account  of 
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the  place  as  it  appoarod  in  his  day,  from  which  we  give  a 
ehopt  quotation :  "  As  I  approached  the  house  I  noticed  that 
the  windows  were  broken,  or  shut  up  with  rough  boards  to 
exclude  the  rain  and  snow;  the  door  sappor4«d  bywoodea 
props  instead  of  hioges,  which  hung  loosely  on  the  panels, 
and  that  loog  luxuriant  clover  grew  on  the  eaves,  which  had 
been  originally  designed  to  conduct  the  water  from  the 
roof,  but  becoming  cholced  with  duet  and  decayed  leaves,  had 
afforded  sufficient  food  for  the  nourishment  of  coarse  grasses. 
The  portico,  like  the  houce,  had  been  formed  of  wood,  and 
the  flat  surface  of  its  top  imbibing  and  retaining  moisture, 
presented  a  mass  of  vegetable  matter,  from  which  had  sprang 
np  a  young  and  vigoroos  birch  tree,  where  strength  and 
freshness  seemed  to  mock  the  helpless  weakness  that  nour- 
ished it  I  had  no  desire  to  enter  the  apartments,  and,  in- 
deed, the  aged  ranger  whose  occupation  waa  to  watch  over 
its  decay,  and  to  prevent  its  premature  destruction  by  the 
plunder  of  the  fixtures  and  more  durable  materials,  inform- 
ed me  that  the  floors  were  unsafe.  Altogether  the  scene  was 
one  of  a  most  depressing  kind.  A  small  brook,  wfaich,  by  a 
skilful  hand,  had  been  led  over  several  precipitous  descents, 
performed  its  feats  alone  and  unobserved,  and  seemed  to 
mtirmnr  ont  its  complaints,  as  it  harried  over  its  rocky 
channel  to  mingle  with  the  sea,  while  the  weird  sighing 
through  the  umbrageous  wood,  appeared  to  assume  a  louder 
and  more  melancholy  wail,  as  it  swept  through  the  long 
vacant  passages  a.ni  deserted  saloons,  and  escaped  in  plain- 
tive tones  from  the  broken  casements.  The  offices  and  or- 
namental buildings  had  shared  the  same  tabe  as  the  house, 
The  roofe  of  all  had  fallen  in,  and  mouldered  into  dust,  the 
doors,  sashes  and  floors  had  disappeared,  and  the  walls, 
which  were  only  in  part  built  of  stone,  remained  to  atlost 
their  existence  and  use.  The  grounds  exhibited  similac 
effecla  of  neglect,  in  a  climate  where  the  living  wood  grows 
ao  rapidly,  and  decays  so  soon  as  in  If  ova  Scotia.  An  arbour 
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which  had  been  cODStracted  of  lattice  tvork,  for  the  support 
(rf  a  flowering  vine,  had  fallen  and  wae  covered  with  vege- 
tetion,  while  its  roof  alooe  remained,  supported  aloft  by 
limbe  of  trees,  that,  growing  np  near  it^  had  become  entan- 
gled  in  its  network.  A  Chinese  temple,  once  a  favorite  reti-eat 
of  its  owner,  as  in  conscious  pride  of  its  preference,  had 
(^ered  a  more  successful  resistance  to  the  weather,  and  ap- 
peared  in  tolerable  preservation,  while  one  small  surviving 
bell,  of  the  numerous  ones  that  once  ornamented  it,  gave 
oat  its  solitary  and  melancholy  tinkling  as  it  waived  in  the 
wiod.  How  sad  was  its  mimic  knelt  over  pleasures  that  were 
fled  for  ever." 

Since  the  vivid  description  of  the  Clockmaker  was  written, 
Ut6  scene  has  undergone  a  great  change.  Every  woodea 
vestige  of  the  house  and  its  appurtenances  has  disappeared, 
and  nothing  now  remains  but  the  bare  foundation.  On  a 
small  natural  mound,  ao  sharp  in  outline  as  to  appear  arti- 
ficial, overhanging  the  margin  of  the  basin,  and  about  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  siteof  the  house,  stands  what  is  called 
the  round  house,  a  small  but  elegant  circular  erection,  with 
ft  dome,  which  was  used  by  the  military  bands  as  they  dis- 
coursed music  to  the  gay  circle  at  the  lodge,  and  which  is 
almost  quite  entire  as  it  stood  upwards  of  eighty  years  ago. 
The  lodge  property  was  aoUsome  years  ago  to  four  or  five 
gentlemen  who  subsequently  disposed  of  it  in  small  build- 
ing  lota.  The  associations  connected  with  the  locality  ren- 
der the  property  of  permanant  value,  and  nowhere  on  the 
peninsula  is  there  a  situation  better  adapted  for  marine  resi- 
dences. 

In  August,  1798,  his  Royal  Highness  in  returning  fh)m  a 
field  day  of  the  garrison,  fell  with  his  horse  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  the  town,  aud  sustained  considerable  injury.  In 
OoaformiLy  with  medical  advice  he  returned  to  England, 
and  in  the  following  year  a  bill  was  passed  granting  him 
bifl  first  parliamentary  income  of  twelve  thousand  pounds 
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sterling  per  annum— his  brother,  the  I>ake  of  Gomberland, 
though  four  years  younger  receiving  his  parliamenta>7 
grant  to  the  same  amount  on  the  same  day.  Prince  William 
Henry,  when  in  his  twenty- fourth  year  was  created  Duke  of 
Clarence';  but  not  till  Prince  Edward  had  attained  his 
thirty-third  year  was  be  created  Duke  of  Sent. 

A  short  time  before  the  accident  alluded  to,  the  House  of 
Assembly,  on  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Uniaoke,  voted,  besides  an 
address,  five  hundred  guineas  for  the  purchase  of  a  star  to 
be  presented  to  the  Prince,  in  which  vote  the  Council  un- 
animously concurred.  The  star  was  accordingly  presented 
by  Charles  Kary  Wentworth,  and  Lawrence  Hartsborne. 

On  tne  seventh  of  Hay,  1799,  the  Duke  of  Kent  took  his 
Beat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  on  tbe  seventeenth  of  the 
Bame  month  received  tbe  appointment  of  comraandor-in- 
cfaief  of  the  forces  in  British  Kortb  America,  for  which  he 
Bailed  in  July,  arriving  in  Hali&x  early  in  September, 
where  he  was  received  with  every  mark  of  honor  and  satis- 
&ction.  Before  leaving  England,  be  had  ordered  a  neir 
military  equipment,  which  cost  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds.  The  Francit,  tbe  vessel  in  which  it  was  stowed, 
along  with  an  extensive  library  and  other  valuable  effects 
belonging  to  tbe  Duke,  was  lost  on  Sable  Island,  when  every 
BOoI  on  board  perished.  Mr.  Copeland,  t\%  surgeon  of  the 
Prince's  regiment,  took  charge  of  the  property,  and  bad  his 
wife  and  childroa  with  him.  There  was  a  number  of 
officers  on  board,  the  coachman  and  gBidener  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  nineteen  bands,  all  of  whom  perished.  It 
is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  tbe  valuable  ei^nipment 
on  board  the  Francis  was  the  seventh  which  tbe  Duke  had 
lost  in  succession,  either  by  being  taken  by  French  cmiaeti 
or  by  shipwreck. 

The  stay  of  the  Duke  in  Halifax  as  commander-in-chief 
was  of  short  duration,  for  in  the  autumn  he  was  obliged  to 
return  to  England  on  account  of  a  severe  bilions  attack. 
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ftccompanied  vith  alarming  BymptomB.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  Council  proaentod  &  valedictory  addroaa  on  his 
final  departure  for  England,  in  which  they  said  that  to  his 
benevolence  the  indigent  had  owed  their  support,  the  trades- 
men and  mechanics  employment,  and  the  industrioue  of 
every  description  the  means  oF  reaping  the  recompenee  of 
tiieir  skill  and  diligence.  In  his  reply,  his  Eoyal  Highness 
Baid,  that  he  ahonld  ever  look  back  with  a  grateful  remem- 
brance to  that  part  of  his  life  which  had  been  passed 
amongst  them,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  ITova  Scotia  and 
its  inhabitants  was  a  circumstance  to  which  he  coald  at  no 
time  bo  indifferent. 

The  next  appointment  which  the  Ihike  received  was  the 
government  of  Gibralter.  Mr.  Addington  was  then  Prime 
Uinister.  Drunkenness  and  insubordination  were  then 
prevalent  amongst  the  troops  at  that  notable  stronghold. 
"This  state  of  things,"  said  the  Premier  to  the  Duke, 
"  mnst  be  put  down,  and  your  Boyal  Highness  is  the  man 
to  do  it.  Ton  may  freely  reckon  on  the  fullest  support 
from  the  Cabinet  at  home."  On  the  tenth  of  May,  1802, 
the  Duke  arrived  at  Gibralter.  He  found  the'  troops  in  a 
deplorable  condition — much  worse  than  he  had  anticipated. 
On  the  rock  were  at  least  ninety  shops  where  intoxicating 
drinks  were  sold.  Drunkenness  was  the  rule,  sobriety  the 
exception.  Crimes  wore  common,  and  complaints  as  to  the 
brutality  of  the  soldiers  lend  and  frequent.  The  Duke  be- 
gan a  system  of  reformation.  TChongh  his  own  income  was 
to  a  certain  extent  dependent  upon  licenses,  he  reduced  the 
number  of  liquor  shops  to  sixty,  and  subsequently  to  forty. 
He  established  within  the  barracks  canteens  where  malt 
liquors  only  were  sold,  forbidding  the  troops  under  severe 
penalties  to  enter  the  liquor  shops.  In  order  to  restore  disci- 
pline and  diminish  crime  he  established  a  roll  call  at  sunrise,  a 
dress  parade  morning  and  evening,  and  fixed  regular  periods 
fi>r  drill  and  exercise.    These  efforts  at  reformation  were 
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extremely  distasteful,  not  only  to  the  privates,  but  also  to 
eome  of  the  officere,  and  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  of  the 
liueoBes  excited  the  rage  of  the  spirit  dealers.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  Bome  of  the  troopB,  when  under  the  in- 
fluence of  liquor,  were  inetigated  to  mutiny,  and  that  in  its 
suppression  a  few  lives  were  lost,  and  not  a  few  of  the  mu- 
tineers wounded.  In  these  trying  circamstances  the  Duke 
acted  with  firmness,  coorage  and  humanity,  but  his  enemies 
having  made  false  representations  to  the  military  authorities 
in  England,  he  was  recalled.  On  his  arrival  in  London,  he 
insisted  on  a  court  martial,  but  his  request  was  perempto- 
rily refused.  The  Prince  of  "Wales  made  no  secret  of  his 
conviction  that  his  brother  was  deeply  and  intolerably  in- 
jured. "  You  send  a  man,"  he  said  to  the  Premier,  "  out  to 
control  a  garrison  all  but  in  a  state  of  mutiny.  You  tell 
him  to  terminate  such  a  disgraceful  state  of  things.  You 
assure  him  of  the  unqualified  support  of  government  in  his 
undertaking.  He  goes  out.  He  finds  matters  infinitely 
worse  than  they  were  represented.  The  impending  out- 
break occurs.  He  quells  it  thnroughly.  By  way  of  reward 
youdisgrace  him.  If  you  wish  to  deter  an  officer  from  doing 
his  duty,  or  desire  to  encourage  a  mutinous  soldier,  your  tac- 
tics are  admirable.  They  cannot  fail  to  attain  such  a  result. 
Edward  may  well  complain.  He  were  neither  officer  nor 
man  if  he  were  silent."  How  did  the  people  in  Gibralter 
regard  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  7  In  spite  of  the  military 
authorities  they  sent  to  the  military  secretary  of  tho  Duke 
one  thousand  guineas  for  tlie  purchase  of  a  mementoof  their 
appreciation  of  his  Boyal  Highnobs,  which  was  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  a  diamond  garter  to  correspond  with  the 
star  voted  him  by  the  Nova  Scotia  Assembly. 

The  Duke  applied  to  Mr.  Pitt  for  compensation  for  the 
heavy  loss  he  had  snatained  by  the  capture  or  destruction  at 
sea  of  so  many  successive  equipments,  and  the  amount  of 
parliamentary  allowance  which  he  ought  to  have  received 
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during  his  abaence  on  military  service.  The  great  com- 
moner promised  redress,  but  died  without  taking  measures 
for  its  attainment. 

When  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation  was  discossod 
in  the  House  of  Lords  in  July,  1812,  and  a  motioa  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Marquis  Wellealey  pledging  the 
House  early  to  emancipate  the  Soman  Catholics,  he  sup- 
ported the  motion,  avowing  his  persuasion  that  the  removal 
of  disabilities  would  be  the  first  general  measure  by  which 
the  amelioration  of  Ireland  could  be  effected.  He  also  became 
patron  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society,  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity 
among  the  Jews,  and  also  supported  the  Bible  Society. 

On  the  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  without 
issue,  the  Duke  is  said  to  have  been  urged  by  Queen  Charlotte- 
to  pay  his  addressee)  to  thd  sister  of  Prince  Lipoid  of  Saxe- 
Cobourg.  She  had  been  married  to  the  Prince  Leinengen, 
who  was  twenty-eight  years  her  senior,  and  was  now  a 
widow,  with  a  son  and  daughter.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of 
May  they  were  married  at  Cobourg,  and  continued  to  reside 
at  Amorbach,  the  residence  of  the  Prince  Leinengen.  The 
Duchess  being  now  about  to  be  confined,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  to  England,  but  they  were  prevented  till  within  a 
few  weeks  of  the  Duchess'  confinement,  through  want  of 
means  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  journey.  All  applica- 
tions for  relief  from  Parliament  having  &i1ed,  the  Bake  had 
devoted  the  half  of  his  income  to  pay  his  creditors,  and  was 
thus  in  comparatively  poor  circumstances.  His  marriage 
expenses  had  been  necessarily  heavy,  and  absorbed  all  his 
available  money.  Eeceiving,  however,  temporary  relief 
from  untitled  firiends  in  England,  he  and  the  Duchess  arrived 
there  in  due  time,  and  the  Princess  Victoria — now  Queen 
of  England — was  bom  at  Kensington  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  May,  1819.  In  January  ibllowing  the  Duke,  in  taking  a 
long  walk  with  Captain  Conroy,  got  his  feet  thoroughly  wet, 


Google 


190  HiaTOET  OP   NOVA   SCOTIA. 

and,  failing  to  change  hie  boots  and  stockings,  was  seized 
with  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  died  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  the  month.  Ho  was  perfectly  conscious  of  his 
approaching  death,  executed  hie  will,  and  departed  in  the 
hope  of  forgiYoness  through  the  merits  of  Christ. 

Her  present  Majesty,  then  an  infant,  was  at  the  Aineral. 
The  first  carriage  contained  the  infant  Princess,  a  moat 
lovely  child,  eight  months  old  on  the  day  of  her  father's 
death.  She  waa  placed,  it  seemed,  by  her  nuree,  against  the 
carriage  window,  to  gratify  the  spectators;  ehe  looked 
ronnd  upon  them  with  her  open  cheerful  countenance,  play- 
ing her  little  hand  against  |the  glass,  unconscious  of  her 
loss — the  sight  caused  many  a  tear  to  flow.* 

Sir  John  Hervey  had  addressed  a  letter  to  Judge  Sir 
Brenton  Halliburton  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  year  1849,  re- 
ciuesting  information  respecting  the  general  character  of 
the  Duke  of  Sent,  under  whom  he  performed  military 
service  in  Halifax,  and  who  was  consequently  well  known  to 
him.  The  judge,  in  responding  said,  referring  to  the 
occasion  of  his  assuming  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Nova 
Scotia  in  1794 :  "  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  the  habits  of  the 
garrison  were  very  dissipated.  The  dissipation  was  not, 
indeed,  confined  to  the  military ;  the  civil  society  partook  of 
it  largely.  It  was  no  unusual  thing  to  see  geotlemen  join 
a  company  of  ladies  in  a  etate  of  intoxication,  which  would 
now  be  deemed  very  disgraceful,  but  which  was  then 
merely  laughed  at  by  the  ladies  themselves.  Hie  Boyal 
Highness  at  once  discountenanced  such  conduct.  Among 
the  military  he  soon  put  an  end  to  it  by  parading  the  troops 
every  morning  at  five  o'clock;  and  as  he  always  attended 
himself,  no  officer  could,  of  course,  feel  it  a  hardship  to  do 
so.  The  improvement  which  thus  soon  took  place  among 
the  military  gradually  extended  to  their  civil  acquaintances ; 

•  Private  letter  from  Sidinouth. 
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«Dd  His  Royal  HigbneBB  thus  became  iDstrumental  in  im- 
proving botb.  Gambling  also  prevailed  to  a  great  extent, 
but  His  Royal  nighness  never  toncbed  a  card,  and  as  tbo 
early  parades  compelled  its  former  military  votaries  to 
retire  early  to  bed,  gambling,  as  well  as  drinking,  fell  into 
disuse." 

"  I  most  mention  a  circumstance  wbich  occurred  at  this 
period,  whicb  interested  many  at  the  time.  A  very  kind- 
hearted  captain  of  a  regiment  had  been  sent  to  Newfound- 
land to  recruit.  He  was  not  well  calculated  for  tbat  service, 
and  in  tbe  hands  of  an  artfbl  sergeant,  had  returned  much 
in  arrears  to  the  paymaster.  He  was  an  amiable  but  easy- 
going man,  and  a  few  days  after  his  return,  he  dined  at  a 
party  where  cards  were  introdncod  in  the  evening.  He  had 
never  been  in  tbe  habit  of  playing,  but  was  easily  prevailed 
apon  to  join  the  party;  and  by  one  of  those  r^ns  of  good 
lack  by  wbich  tbe  tompter  seduces  novices,  bore  off  all  the 
money  of  tbe  evening.  It  was  a  sum  quite  sufficient  to 
relieve  him  from  bis  difficulties.  His  great  luck  was  tbe 
engroaaing  subject  ot  conversation  throughout  the  following 
day.  But  of  course,  said  tbe  losers,  McDonald  will  give 
oa  s  chance  of  winning  oar  money  back  again,  when  we 
meet  at  Eeten's  on  the  next  Thursday  evening.  EveryJXKly 
knew  that  Hr.  McDonald  would  be  easily  persuaded  to  do 
60,  and  bis  friends  feared  he  might  become  a  confirmed 
gambler.  His  Royal  Highness  heard  of  it;  eont  for  him, 
and  after  conversing  with  him  very  seriously  and  kindly, 
said :  '  Mr,  McDonald  you  have  never  beon  in  the  habit  of 
playing ;  these  gentlemen  requested  yon  to  play,  and  if,  by 
complying  with  their  request,  you  have  won  their  money,  it 
is  much  bettor  that  they  should  bear  the  loss  than  that  yon, 
from  aiklse  notionof  honor,  should  run  the  risk  of  acquiring 
a  bad  habit.  I  request^that  you  will  give  me  a  positive 
pledge  on  honor  that  you  will  not  again  play  at  games  of 
chance.     McDonald  did  so.     The  Prince  made  it  public.   Of 
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course,  after  that  no  gentleman  could  eolicit  McDonald  to 
plaj,  and  as  he  waa  not  inclined  himself  to  do  so,  he  escaped 
the  snare  in  which,  had  it  not  been  ibr  Hia  Boyal  Highness' 
friondl;  interference,  his  good  luck  might  ultimately  have 
entangled  him.  Poor,  kind-hearted  McDonald  I  He  fell  a 
Tietim  to  the  climate  in  the  West  Indies  not  long  after- 
wards." 

"  His  Boyal  HighneBs'  discipline  was  strict,  almost  to 
severity.  I  am  sure  he  acted  from  principle,  bnt  I  think 
he  was  somewhat  mistaken  in  supposing  such  undeviating 
exactitude  essential  to  good  order.  Off  the  parade  he  was 
an  affable  prince  and  polished  gentleman.  At  his  table 
every  one  foil  at  ease,  but  while  it  waa  evidently  faia  object 
to  make  them  so,  his  dignified  manner  precluded  the  possi- 
bility of  any  liberty  being  ti^en  by  the  most  forward." 

"  I  cannot  close  without  mentioning  his  benevolence  to 
the  distressed.  A  tale  of  woe  always  interested  him  deeply, 
and  nothing  bnt  gross  misconduct  could  ever  induce  him  to 
abandon  any  whom  he  had  once  been  induced  to  betHend. 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  recalling  these  recollections  of  His 
Boyal  Highness,  under  whom  I  served  for  many  years,  and 
from  whom  I  received  very  great  kindness." 

As  a  fl-iend  to  education  the  Duke  rendered  himself  fom- 
ous.  He  was  the  first  military  commander  who  established 
regimental  schools.  He  began  with  his  own  regiment,  the 
school  connected  with  it  being  attended  by  two  hundred 
and  twenty  pupils— children  of  the  privates.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  estimate  the  amount  of  good  of  which  his  example ' 
in  this  respect  has  been  productive. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Anderson,  President  of  the  Quebec  Literary  and 
Historical  Society,  has  rendered  a  valuable  service  to  litera- 
ture by  the  publication,  in  1870,  of  the  correspondence  of 
the  Duke  with  the  de  Salaberry  family,  extending  ftwn  1791 
to  1814.  A  clear  insight  into  the  character  of  the  Duke  is 
obtained  by  a  perusal  of  that  correspondence,  which  was 
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carried  on  in  the  AiU  coofidence  of  private  iHeodship,  and 
«yidently  without  the  remoteBt  idea  of  publication.  Hence, 
as  an  index  to  character,  tlie  letters  are  invalnable. 

Iionts  Ignace  de  Salaberry  was  the  son  of  Michel  do  Sala- 
berry,  who  arrived  in  Qaebec  in  1735,  in  command  of  the 
French  frigate  L'Angleaea,  and  who,  on  the  cession  of 
Canada,  tranaferred  his  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  Captain 
de  Salaberry  brought  np  his  son  Lonis  to  the  military  pro- 
fession. The  latter  accordingly  entered  the  Britieh  aerrice, 
md  took  an  active  part  in  the  American  war,  having  been 
wonnded  several  times  in  bravely  discharging  his  duty  as  an 
officer.  On  tiie  conclusion  of  the  war  de  Salaberry  retired 
on  a  lieotenant's  pension,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  by  some  mutual  affinity,  they  became  more  than 
ordinarily  attached  fiiends.  De  Salaberry  was  married,  and 
had  children  in  whose  society  the  Dnke  took  great  delight 
Subsequently,  as  the  boys  grew  up,  his  influence  was  dir- 
ected in  advancing  them  in  the  military  profession,  and  the 
Toluminoos  correspondence  between  the  Duke  and  the  father 
of  the  fiunily  is  highly  creditable  to  the  head  and  heart  of 
His  Boyal  Highness — many  of  the  letters  published  by  Dr. 
Anderson  having  been  written  from  Halifax  during  the 
period  of  the  Duke's  residence  there.  We  give  one  aa  a 
specimen : — 

"  Halifax,  2nd  July,  1796. 

"  My  dear  Mr.  de  Salaberry, — As  I  intend  to  leave  to- 
morrow to  visit  the  posts  of  Windsor  and  Annapolis,  I  did 
not  intend  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  twenty-eighth  May 
till  my  return,  but  the  unexpected  arrival  of  your  son  here, 
yesterday  morning,  in  seventeen  days  from  Dominica,  offers 
me  a  moat  interesting  opportunity  which  I  cannot  permit  to 
2>ass  withont  communicating  the  news. 

"  It  appears  that  General  Abercromby,  not  having  received 
any  other  order  in  regard  to  your  son,  but  that  announcing 
his  removal  from  the  sixtieth  to  my  regiment,  judged  it  right 
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to  order  him  fo  report  himself  here  without  delay.  In  con- 
eet^nenceho  had  no  choice  but  to  obey  this  order.  My  inten- 
tion now  Ib  to  let  him  remain  with  my  regiment  while  await- 
ing the  reply  from  London  to  the  several  letters  which  I  have 
written  to  my  brother,  explaining  to  him  that  it  wonld  not 
be  for  the  interest  of  onr  yonng  protege  now  to  exchange 
into  my  regiment.  I  imagine  that  the  June  packet,  which 
we  expect  at  the  end  of  the  month,  will  enable  us  to  speak 
decidedly  of  his  position,  and  consequently  to  determine 
what  will  be  best  for  him  to  do.  In  any  case  be  assured  that 
whatcTcr  decision  may  be  arrived  at,  his  interests  will  not 
suffer.  I  shall  wait  a  little,  and  bye-and-byo  write  to  my 
brother,  who  desires  nothing  more  ardently  than  to  do  strict 
justice  to  every  officer,  and  who  will  most  cordially  remedy  any 
little  thing  that  has  gone  wrong  for  the  moment  with  your 
son.  If  he  has  replaced  him  in  the  lieutenancy'  of 
the  sixtieth,  you  may  rest  content  under  the  firm 
assurance  that  nothing  could  have  happened  more  for- 
tunately for  your  son  than  his  having  received  from 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  West  Indies  the  order  to 
come  here.  He  ia  now  in  perfect  health,  though  he  says  he 
BufTered  mach  from  fever  at  Dominica.  He  is  tall,  being,  I 
think,  nearly  five  feet  eight  inches ;  he  is  well  formed,  and  his 
manners  are  very  good ;  he  speaks  English  thoroughly,  and 
writes  1  believe  as  well.  Everybody  gives  him  the  best 
possible  character  in  every  respect,  and  your  old  friend 
Governor  Hamilton  of  JDominica,  in  particular,  has  written 
me  0  letter  very  much  to  his  credit,  which  I  believe  you  will 
be  very  much  pleased  to  read,  conscquenlly  I  enclose  it,  bat 
I  beg  of  yon  to  return  it  hy  next  mail. 

When  I  shall  have  returned  from  my  jonrney  I  intend 
to  write  to  General  Proseott  as  soon  as  I  shall  know  of  his 
actual  arrival  at  Quebec,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  forme, 
I  believe,  to  repeat  that  it  is  my  intention  to  write  him  most 
strongly  as  respects  yourself. 
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Tour  son  himself  haTingwritten,  I  have  nothing  to  add  on 
the  subject,  but  to  say  that  should  an  opportunity  present  iteelf 
I  shall  avail  mjrself  of  it  to  send  him  to  yoo  for  Bome  days 
during  the  coming  summdr.  He  is  now  staying  with  ub  for 
want  of  better  quarters ;  this  has  given  me  great  pleaeure, 
it  having  offered  an  opportunity  to  show  atteotjon  to  the 
son  of  those  who  were  so  kind  and  hospitable  at  Beaufort. 

I  now  beg  yon  to  present  my  compliments  to  Madam  de 
Salaberry,  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  but  to  Amelia  in  par- 
ticular.   I  am  very  sensible  of  the  complimenta  of  Abb^ 
Laselle,  pray  assui-e  him  of  my  esteem,  as  for  yourself, 
I  always,  &c., 

Edward. 

"  Hadam  St.  Lanrent  baa  no  time  to  write  by  this  mail, 
being  engaged  in  preparations  for  our  journey:  Bhe  proposes 
to  make  amends  on  our  return.  We  propose  to  be  absent 
nine  or  ten  days." 

The  three  younger  de  Salaberrys — Maurice,  Louis  and 
Edward,  died  prematurely — the  latter  having  fhllen  at  the 
storming  of  Badajos,  in  the  year  1812:  On  the  day  that 
he  fell,  he  left  the  following  note  for  the  Sake  of  Kent :— "  I 
am  ordered  to  etorm  one  of  the  breaches  this  evening.  As 
the  service  is  rather  dangerous  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Boyal  Highness,  as  well  as  Madame,  that  whatever  may 
happen  to  me,  I  shall  at  every  moment  feel  how  much  I  am 
indebted  to  you.  Believe  me,  sir,  that  my  last  moments 
shall  be  to  wish  you  ail  the  happiness  which  you,  as  well  as 
Madame,  eminently  deserve." 

We  have  dwelt  on  the  excellencies  of  the  Duke — his 
manliness,  his  truthfulness,  his  courage,  his  kind-heart«dne8S 
and  his  public  spirit  Were  there  no  defects  in  so  fair  a 
character  ?  To  say  no,  would  be  to  represent  him  as  more 
than  human.  The  only  shade  that  dims  the  lustre  of  his 
memory  was  his  connection  with  one  whom  he  mentions  in 
almost  all  his  letters  to  the  de  Salaberrys  as  his  friend,  and 
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who  lived  with  him  for  a  qnarter  of  a  century — retiring,  on 
Iiis  marriage,  to  a  coDvent— Madame  de  St.  Ijaurent,  Baronne 
Portiason. 

The  elder  Salaberry  was  a  fine  character.  He  lived  till 
he  had  attuned  his  seventy-sixtli  year,  bia  wife  having  died 
fonr  years  before  him.  One  of  the  Bona,  Colonel  Charles  de 
Salaberry  attained  to  military  distinction,  his  services,  how- 
ever, were  not  sufficiently  rewarded.  He  died  when  he 
was  fifly-one  years  of  age. 

Amelia  de  Salaberry,  whom  the  Duke  specially  mentiooB, 
never  married,  and  lived,  aa  Dr.  Anderson  informs  us,  at  the 
family  mansion  at  Beanport  to  an  advanced  age,  having  died 
there  in  October,  1861,  "  Her  numerous  friends  "—says  a 
notice  which  appeared  in  the  public  press  at  the  time  of  her 
decease — "  were  &acinated  with  the  grace  with  which  ahe 
,  received  them,  the  interest  and  polish  of  her  conversation, 
and  with  the  simplicity  of  her  manners.  Her  hand  and 
heart  were  open  as  the  day.  Her  kind  words,  and  the 
prudent  advice  and  assistance,  always  accorded,  rendered 
her  especially  dear  to  the  poor," 
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Arrival  of  Maroons  in  Halifax— Their  hie  lory— Cud  joe.  Chief  of  the 
MaroonB — Hia  subniiseion  to  Britieh  authority — Bebelhon  of  the 
MaroonB— Death  of  Colonel  Filch— MiBsion  of  Colonel  Quwrell 
to  Havannah — The  Chaeseura  del  Rey  and  their  dogs — Surrender 
of  the  Maroons  to  General  Walpole — Their  transportation  to 
Halifax — They  Mttle  in  Preston — Resolution  of  the  Jamaica 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  support  of  the  Maroons — Their 
letter  to  W.  D.  Quarrell— Their  removal  to  Sierra  Leone— Their 
character — Appearance — Langu^e — Social  habits — Their  return 
to  Jamaica — The  Administration  of  Sir  John  Wentworth — His 
hostility  towards  Collenham  Tonge — He  is  superseded  by  Sir 
George  Prerost  as  Lieutenant-Governor — Sir  George  takes  a  lour 
through  the  Province — Laying  the  foundation  atone  of  the  Province 
Building — Sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke  succeeds  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor — Declaration  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States — Money  voted  by  the  Assembly  for  general  defences 
— Captain  Broke  of  the  frigate  Shamum — He  sails  from  Halifax 
for  Boston- Challenges  the  U.  S.  frigate  C%«ap«ate— The  con- 
teat — Narrow  escape  of  Captain  Broke — Capture  of  the  Chaapeake, 
and  death  of  Capt&in  Lawrence — Arrival  of  the  vessels  at  Hali- 
tes— Burial  of  Captain  Lawrence  and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
CAe»apea£«~  Captain  Broke  receives  a  baronetcy,  and  retires 
from  the  service — Hia  death — Opinion  of  the  American  Court  of 
Investigation  as  to  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  the  Chetc^eakt — 
Conclusion  of  the  war  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent — Termination  of 
the  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain— Celebration  of  the 
event  in  Halifax— Qovemor  Sherbrooke  appointed  Qoveruor-in- 
Chiefof  the  British  North  American  Provinces— His  departure — 
Is  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie. 
In  the  year  1796,  abont  five  hnndred  MaroonB  arrived  in 

Halifkx,  and  having  remained  in  the  Province  for  fonr  years, 

the  introduction  here  of  a  few  facto  respecting  their  history 

may  not  be  deemed  irrelevant. 
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On  Jamaica  being  conquered  bj  the  Eoglieh  ia  the  year 
1655,  most  of  the  Spanish  inhabitanta  removed  to  Caba. 
Many  of  the  slaves  disioclined  to  leave  the  island  fled  to  tJio 
woods,  lived  by  plunder,  and  were  designated  Maroon  or  bog 
linntera.  For  some  years  they  continued  to  baraae  theplan- 
ters  in  small  parties,  but  subsequently  the  different  bands 
united  under  a  leader  called  Cud  joe — a  man  of  great  courage 
and  sagacity.  Some  years  bad  now  elapsed  since  Cudjoe 
had  assumed  command  of  the  Maroons.  AH  attempts  to 
subdue  them  having  failed,  and  as  their  depredations  were 
becoming  more  and  more  daring  and  intolerable,  it  was 
determined  to  make  a  more  systematic  effort  to  conquer 
them.  It  was  prudently  resolved,  however,  by  the  Governor 
of  the  island  before  proceeding  to  extremities  to  offer  thom 
terras  of  peace. 

Colonel  Guthrie  of  the  Militia,  and  Captain  Sadler  of  the 
Seg^lare  were  accordingly  deputed  to  open  a  communication 
with  Cudjoe.  The  glens  or  recesses  to  which  the  Maroons 
had  retired  were  called,  in  West  Indian  phrase,  cockpits. 
The  passages  into  these  glens  were  extremely  narrow. 
Ledges  of  rock,  in  which  there  were  numerous  crevices,  lined 
the  defiles  which  afforded  protection  to  the  Maroons,  and 
completely  screened  thom  fi-om  the  observation  and  fire 
of  an  attacking  force.  These  glens  or  cockpits  extended 
in  a  line,  which  enabled  the  negroes  when  driven  from  one 
to  betake  themselves  to  another,  possibly  more  difficult 
of  access.  Colonel  Gutbrio  having  conveyed  intelligence  to 
Cudjoe  of  his  approach,  in  order  to  propose  terms  of  peace, 
advanced  with  a  targe  force  through  a  passage  where  his 
men  raight  have  been  subjected  to  a  galling  Are,  without 
being  able  to  return  one  effective  shot,  bad  the  Maroons  been 
disposed  to  prevent  his  approach.  At  length  the  smoke  of 
the  huts  was  seen,  butnoneofthe  Maroons  were  visible,  their 
proximity  being  only  determined  by  the  sound  of  their 
horns.     When  sufficiently  near  to  their  hats  to  be  heard. 
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Colonel  Gathrie  called  in  a  loud  tone  that  he  had  come  to 
treat  of  peace  and  offer  them  fair  and  honorable  terma.  An 
answer  v/aa  retamed  that  the  Maroons  wished  the  same. 
Dr.  Basaell  then  advanced,  and  was  met  hj  two  Maroons, 
whom  he  asked  if  either  of  them  was  Cudjoe.  Thej  replied 
ia  tlie  ne^tivej  bnt  said  that  if  he  would  stay  a  little  while, 
and  no  soldiers  followed  him,  Cudjoe  would  make  his  appear- 
ance. Several  Harooos  now  approached  and  among  them 
the  renowned  chief.  He  was  of  low  stature,  uncommonly 
stout,  with  strong  African  features,  and  a  peculiar  wildnesa 
in  his  manner.  He  had  a  hump  on  his  back,  which  was 
partly  covered  with  the  tattered  remains  of  a  blue  coat  of 
which  the  skirts,  and  the  sleeves  below  the  elbow,  were  want- 
ing. He  wore  a  pair  of  loose  drawers  that  did  not  reach  his 
knees,  ar.dasmall  round  hat  without  a  rim.  On  his  right  side 
hung  a  cow's  horn  with  powder,  and  a  bag  of  cut  slugs.  He 
wore  DO  shirt,  and  his  clothes  as  well  as  that  part  of  his  skin 
that  was  exposed,  were  covered  with  the  red  dirt  of  the 
cockpits.  His  men  were  as  dirty  as  himself— all  having 
gnus  and  cntlassos.  In  conversing  with  I>r.  Bnssell,  the 
chief  of  the  Maroons  kept  his  eyes  on  the  soldiers  in  the 
distance,  evidently  fearing  treachery.  Dr.  Bussell  now  pro- 
posed to  change  hats  with  him  as  a  token  of  friendship,  to 
which  be  consented,  when  Colonel  Guthrie  called  aloud  to  him 
assuring  him  that  the  terms  offered  by  Dr.  Russell  would  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  The  Colonel  and  some  of  the  officers 
now  approached  unarmed,  when  Cudjoe  threw  himself  on 
the  ground  and  asked  pardon.  A  treatywas  then  concluded, 
by  which  it  was  provided  that  Captain  Cudjoe  and  his  officers 
and  men  should  be  in  a  state  of  freedom,  that  certain  lands 
should  belong  to  them,  and  that  in  return  for  these  advan- 
tages Cudjoe  and  his  men  should  assist  in  operations  for  the 
suppression  of  rebellions  in  the  island,  or  in  repelling  any 
attack  which  might  be  made  by  the  King's  enemies. 

For  fifty  years  the  Maroons  continued  to  live  peaceably, 
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bat  in  the  year  1795,  oa  variona  pretexts,  they  broke  out  in 
open  rebellion.  They  complained  that  some  of  their  people 
had  beea  punished,  hy  whipping  administered  by  a  slave, — 
that  the  land  granted  to  them  was  worn  oat,  and  that  a 
superintendent  who  was  popular  amongst  them  had  been 
removed  to  give  place  to  one  who  was  incompetent. 
Negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  the  points  in  dispute  were 
opened,  but  Ikiled  in  securing  it.  The  Uaroons  retired  to 
their  faatnesses,  and  war  began.  It  was  resolved  to  confine  the 
Maroons  in  a  circle  and  close  in  apon  them,  and  operations 
were  being  carried  on  for  that  purpose,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Fitch.  This  gallant  officer  fell  under  a  volley 
from  the  Maroons,  emanating  from  one  of  the  ledgee  des- 
cribed, when  looking  out  for  a  {kvorable  eitnation  for  an 
advanced  military  post  His  death  threw  a  gloom  over  the 
whole  island,  and  led  to  forebodings  respecting  the  issue  of  so 
singular  a  contest,  in  which  many  valuable  lives  had  been 
already  lost  without  any  advantage  reBulting.  But  a  casual 
converBation  between  a  British  officer  and  an  intelligent 
Spaniard,  led  to  the  adoption  of  means  by  which  the  war  was 
speedily  terminated.  Colonel  Quarrell  having  been  obliged 
to  repair  from  the  seat  of  war  to  the  sea  shore  to  recruit  his 
health,  metthegentlemanreferred  to,  who  related  the  follow- 
ing incident.  Some  years  ago  when  the  British  abandoned 
the  Mnsquito  shore  to  the  Spaniards,  the  latter  found  the 
native  Indians  hostile.  They  attempted  in  vain  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  country  by  means  of  a  military  force.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  months  they  lost,  from  Burprisee  and 
ambushes,  nearly  three  regiments,  when  they  imported  from 
Cuba  thirty-six  dogs  and  twelve  chasBenrs,  and  by  means  of 
these  they  expelled  the  Indians  from  the  territoiy.  Colonel 
Quarrell  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  the  Government 
ofthe  ieXdod  respecting  a  mode  of  attack,  with  the  im^orliuice 
of  which  he  was  at  once  deeply  impressed,  proposing  that  a 
body  of  chaBsenre  shonld  be  employed.    The  suggestion  was 


.y  Google 


THE    SPANISH  CHASSEURS.  201 

adopted  without  hesitation,  and  the  Colonel  was  commissioned 
to  proceed  to  Havuinah  to  purchase  dogs,  and  procure  the 
set-vices  of  their  trainers  the  Chaasetm.  The  dogs  were  so 
broken  in  that  they  did  not  kill  the  object  of  their  pursuit 
unless  resisted.  On  coming  np  to  him  thpy  barked  ftirionsly 
till  he  halted,  and  then  crouched  near  him,  barking  till  their 
keepers  came  np  and  secured  their  prisoner.  In  the  event  of 
resistance  their  ferocity  was  extreme,  and  the  life  of  their 
victim  was  in  imminent  danger.  The  Colonel  having  suc- 
ceeded in  his  mission  returned  to  Jamaica,*  The  report  of 
the  arrival  of  the  do^  struck  terror  into  the  Maroons,  but  it 
was  resolved  before  using  them,  to  give  them  an  opportuni- 
ty of  treating  for  peace,  of  which  they  were  glad  to  avail 
themselves.  They  accordingly  sorrendorod  to  General  Wal  ■ 
pole,  who  agreed  to  a  secret  article  that  they  should  not  be 
banished  from  the  island.  On  learning  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  Maroons  was  in  contemplation,  the  Genoral  ex- 
postulated with  Lord  Balcarres  on  the  subject,  stating  that 
if  the  terms  of  surrender  were  not  honorably  adhered  to,  he 
would  resign  bis  command.    On  the  plea  that  the  Maroons 

•The  ChaBBeoTB  and  their  dogs  were  emploTsd  in  travcrBiiig  the  ootin- 
ti7  for  the  purpose  of  purBUin^  and  takiag  np  all  peraons  fnnlt;  of 
morder  and  other  oflenoea,  in  which  the;  seldom  failed  of  snooeaB,  no 
acliTitj  on  the  part  of  the  oSendeia  being  Boffloient  to  elade  their 
puTBuit  An  eitraordinsry  instance  occnrred  about  a  month  before 
Colonel  Qnatrell  arrived  at  HsTaunah.  A  fleet  from  Jamaica,  under 
convoy  to  Grewt&itaiUjpaBaingthionghthe  Gulf  of  Mezioo,beatnpon 
the  north  aide  of  Cuba.  One  of  the  shipa,  manned  with  foreigners, 
chieSf  renegade  Spautarda,  being  a  slow  Bailor,  and  consequently  Ii^- 
ging  agtem,  standing  in  with  the  land  at  night,  was  run  on  shore,  the 
detain,  offioeiB,  and  the  few  British  hands  on  board  murdered,  and  the 
vessel  plundered  by  the  Spanish  renegadoes.  The  part  of  the  coast  on 
which  the  vessel  was  stranded  being  wild  andnnfreqnented,  Uie  assas- 
sins retired  witb  their  booty  to  the  moontains,  intending  to  penetrate 
through  the  woods  to  some  remote  settlement  on  the  eonth  side,  where 
they  hoped  to  aeoore  themselTes  and  elude  all  pntenit.  Early  intel- 
ligence of  the  crime  had,  however,  been  oonreyed  to  Haraanah,  and 
the  sssassinB  were  pursned  by  a  detaohment  of  twelve  of  the  Chas«enrs 
with  their  dogs.  In  a  few  days  the  assassins  were  all  brought  in  and 
executed. 
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hadaot  strictly  adhered  to  the  terms,  their  transportation 
was  determined  on,  and  the  Greneral  with  a  commendable 
sense  of  honor,  deeming  the  grounds  of  departure  from  his 
solemn  obligation  insnfficient,  not  only  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment, but  refused  a.BwordTot«d  to  him  by  the  Assembly  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  services. 

It  was  resolved  to  send  the  Maroons,  to  the  number  of 
about  five  hundred,  to  Halifkz,  there  to  await  His  Majesty's 
orders,  which  might  be  expected  in  a  fortnight  after  their 
arrival.  Daring  the  passage  they  conducted  themselves  with 
the  utmost  propriety,  and,  on  their  arrival,  were  visited  by 
Prince  Edward,  who  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with 
their  appearance.  The  Prince  suggested  that,  during  their 
stay  at  Ealif^,  they  should  be  landed  and  employed  in 
erecting  fortifications  on  the  citadel  hill.  The  Maroons 
readily  acceded  to  this  proposal,  and  occupied  wooden  shan- 
ties and  tents  on  the  citadel  ground.  They  were  so  indus- 
triouB  and  well  behaved  that  it  was  thought,  they  might 
settle  permanently  in  the  Province,  with  advuktage  to  them- 
selves and  benefit  to  the  country.  The  Home  Government 
having  approved  the  proposal,  the  township  of  Preston  was 
allotted  to  them,  to  which,  before  the  approach  of  winter, 
they  removed.  A  Protestant  minister  was  appointed  to 
insti-uct  them  in  religion,  and  a  teacher  to  attend  to  the 
joung.  The  winter  was  severe,  and  theysuftered  from  cold, 
and  having  no  employment  for  some  months,  they  became 
discontented,  and  expressed  the  desire  to  remove  to  a  warmer 
climate.  On  the  return  of  spring,  the  Maroona  were  most 
reluctant  to  resume  work,  when  they  were  told  that  if  they 
persisted  in  refusing  to  work,  all  supplies  would  be  with- 
drawn. Xhey  therefore  prudently  yielded  to  necessity,  and 
resnmed  labor.  Hitherto  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  voted 
money  for  their  support,  and  on  application  for  a  further 
^um,  a  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

"It  appears  to  the  Committee  from    the    accounts  of 


.y  Google 


LETTER  OP   THE   MAROOMB   TO   W.  D.  QUARRKLL.         203 

William  James  Qaarrell,  EBqmire,  and  &om  the  information 
collected  from  the  Beceivor-General  of  this  Island,  that  the 
sam  of  forty-one  thousand  ponnds,  granted  atvarions  timesfor 
the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  Ifaroons,  will  not  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  in  that  service 
previooB  to  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1797',  and  that  a  further 
grant  will  be  necessary  to  make  good  the  intention  of  the 
House  to  allow  ten  pounds  sterling  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  twenty -second  July,  1798,  for  eachroan,woman  and  child." 

"The  Committee  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  to 
grant  the  further  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  sterling  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  come  to  a  final  resolution  not  to  make 
any  otiier  grants  for  the  future  support  of  the  Maroons." 

The  ensuing  winter  proved  almost  as  rigorous  as  the 
previous.  The  fall  of  snow  was  very  heavy,  but  the 
Maroons  were  housed,  fed  and  kept  warm,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  but  play  cards. 

In  the  spring  of  1799,  the  Commissary-General,  who  bad 
accompanied  them  &om  Jamaica,  aud  to  whom  they  were 
much  attached,   left  for  the  Island,  where   the  following 
address  was  sent  to  him  by  the  Maroons : 
"  To  W.  D.  Quarrell,  Esq., 

"  Sir, — The  Maroons  hearing  that  you  are  shortly  to  leave 
the  country,  the  undersigned  for  themselves  and  in  behalf  of 
the  whole  body,  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  their  unfeigned  sor- 
row for  the  necessity  of  your  departure.  They  beg  leave  to 
assure  you,  in  the  sincerest  terms  of  gratitude,  of  the  kind 
regard  they  shall  ever  pay  to  your  memory  for  the  great  care 
and  attention  you  paid  to  all  their  wants  and  interests  during 
the  time  you  had  the  management  of  their  affairs,  and  since 
that  time  forthe  very  friendly  asylum  they  always  experi- 
enced at  your  home  in  Dartmouth,  which  rendered  their 
situation  as  comfortable  as  could  be  for  people  in  their 
Dofortnnate  condition.  They  humbly  beg  you  will  lay 
hefoTo  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  Jamaica,  their  present 
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distreus,  their  contrition,  and  sorrow  for  their  past  offences 
to  their  much  injured  country,  and  acknowledge  the  jurtice 
of  the  sentence  of  banishment  passed  npon  them,  but  they 
entreat  the  Hooee  of  Assembly  in  the  most  suppliant  terms, 
that  they  may  be  removed  to  some  other  country  more 
congenial  to  people  of  their  complexion.  The  length  and 
Beverity  of  the  two  laat  winters  have  been  such  as  almost  tO' 
drive  them  to  despair.  They  appeal  to  yourself  and  Dr. 
Oxley,  who  have  been  daily  witnesses  of  their  conduct,  if 
they  have  not  at  all  times  behaved  themselves  in  an 
honest,  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  towards  every 
one.  It  is  likewise  with  extreme  pain  and  mortifica- 
tion that  they  see  immense  expenses  incurred  with- 
out the  least  tendency  to  promote  their  happiness  or 
comfort,  of  which  they  conceive  the  Government  and 
luland  are  not  sufficiently  apprized.  If  the  House  of  As- 
sembly will  have  the  goodness  to  take  this  into  consider- 
ation, they  beg  leave  to  assure  them  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  live  on  half  the 
allowance  they  at  present  enjoy  and  strenuously  endeavor 
to  provide  for  themselves  within  as  short  a  time  aa  possible, 
build  their  own  homes,  and  put  the  Island  to  as  small  an 
expense  as  possible.  This  they  humbly  conceive  might  be 
accomplished  for  less  money  than  the  Island  may  be  aware  of 
by  a  sale  of  their  property  here.  If  the  House  of  Assembly 
has  the  goodness  to  take  compassion  on  their  sniferings,  they 
fervently  hope  you  will  return  to  them.  Having  already 
experienced  your  kindness  on  all  occasions,  it  would  encour- 
age them  to  surmount  every  difficulty.  God  bleas  you,  Sir ; 
wishing  you  a  safe  passage,  and  that  you  may  live  long  and 
happy,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  all  the  Haroons. 

"  Signed  .by  two  colonels,  a  major,  and  five  captains."* 
Governor  Wentworth — now  a  baronet — and  the  people  of 

■  Military  rank  relained  hf  the  Maroons  afler  their  surrender. 
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IToTft  Scotia  -were  now  desirooB  of  getting  qait  of  tbe 
Maroons.  From  the  Asaemblj  of  Jamaica  no  f^irther  snp- 
plios  could  be  expected,  and  they  were  likely  t^  become  a 
Berious  bnrden  to  the  Province.  The  Home  OoTemment 
TraS  of  opinion  that  the  Island  was  clearly  bound  in  honor 
to  relieve  Nova  Scotia  of  all  pecuniary  responsibility  in 
regard  to  them,  but  the  Assembly  was  reeolnte  in  tbe 
determination  to  ignore  further  respoBsibility.  It  was, 
tberefoi'e  determined  by  the  British  Government  to  remove 
ttie  Maroons  to  Sierra  Leone.  To  that  settlement  a  number  of 
nc^ro  loyalistB  had  been  removed  from  Nova  Scotia  eight 
years  previously,  and>  proving  so  extremely  turbulent  as  to 
endanger  the  existence  of  the  colony,  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany, thinking  that  the  importation  of  the  Maroons  wonld 
serve  to  keep  them  in  check,  consented  to  receive  the  Ua> 
roons  on  the  condition  that  the  expenses  of  their  settJe- 
"ment  should  be  borne  by  the  British  Government.  They 
accordingly  embarked  in  the  anturan  of  the  year  1800,  and 
arrived  in  SieiTa  Leone  in  the  month  of  October.  On  their 
arrival,  what  were  called  the  Kova  Scotia-blacks  were  m 
open  rebellion.  The  Karoons  proved  fiuthftil,  and  fought 
ao  bravely  in  support  of  British  Authority  that  tbe  rebellion 
was  speedily  extinguished.  The  following  quotation  ttota  » 
report,  made  in  the  year  1802,  by  a  Committee  of  tbe  Honse 
of  Commons,  throws  light  on  the  character  of  tbe  Maroons 
after  they  left  Nova  Scotia : — "  The  Mova  Scotians — (the 
colored  immigrants)— are  much  awed  by  the  Maroons,  and 
look  np  to  the  Europeans  for  protection.  The  Maroons  are 
active  and  intrepid,  prodigal  of  their  lives,  confident  of  their 
strength,  proud  of  the  character  of  their  body,  and  fond,  though 
not  jealous  of  their  independence.  Tboy  usually  harbor  a  de- 
sire of  going  back  at  some  period  of  their  lives  to  Jamaica,  and 
therefore  may  with  more  difficulty  be  induced,  b^  prospects 
of  future  benefit,  to  labor  ibr  the  improvement  of  their  habi- 
tations or  plantations.    These  circumstances  render  them  a 
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people  not  easj  to  be  governed,  and  to  be  broaght  into  that 
atat«  of  Bociety  which  would  boat  promote  the  civilization  of 
Airica.  The  sapproBBion  of  polygamy  among  them  baa 
been  hitherto  deemed  an  experiment  too  hazardooa  to  be 
tried,  and  no  fair  opportanitiee  have  yet  occurred  of  ascer- 
taining how  far  they  will  submit  quietly  to  each  restraints  of 
the  civil  power  aa  are  most  repugnant  to  thoir  inclinations 
and  habite.  But  there  are  fiivorable  points  in  their  char- 
acter. Though  they  do  not  desire  instraction  for  themeelvea, 
they  are  glad  to  have  it  commnnicatod  to  their  children, 
who  appear  to  poBse^  very  good  capacities.  They  have  no 
jealousy  of  Europeans;  on  the  contrary,  they  appear  to  be 
cordially  attached  to  them,  and  wish  to  see  an  increaee  of  the 
number  of  white  colonistB.  They  are  generally  disposed  to 
labor  for  hire.  Many  of  them  have  a  great  desire  to^acquire 
a  knowledge  of  handicraft  trades ;  and  some  of  them,  who 
have  turned  their  attention  to  such  trades  since  their  arrival 
at  Sierra  Leone,  have  become  far  more  expert  workmen  than 
could  have  been  espected.  This  desire  will  probably  be  the 
stronger  in  their  children,  who  will  be  brought  up  in  habite 
very  different  from  those  which  were  formed  and  confirmed 
in  their  parents  by  their  Bttnation  in  Jamaica." 

We  cannot  quit  this  part  of  our  subject  without  referring 
to  the  general  character  and  social  habits  of  this  remarkable 
race.  The  person  and  port  of  the  Maroons  indicated  a 
consciousnoBs  trf  superiority.  Their  eyes  were  peculiarly 
fiery  and  expressive,  the  white  of  them  being  a  little 
reddened,  probably  by  the  smoke  of  their  fires.  By  their 
horns  they  could  call  any  one  as  if  by  name,  and  convey 
any  number  of  signals.  This  need  excite  no  surprise  when 
we  find  te>egrapbic  operations  carried  on  in  our  day  by 
sound,  as  accurately  as  if  by  written  communication. 

Their  language  was  a  peculiar  dialect  of  English  mixed 
vith  African  words,  but  they  understood  the  Bnglish 
language  sufficiently  to  receive  instruction  in  it.    They 
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had  no  particalar  form  of  worship,  but  like  their  forefathers 
believed  that  AccompoDg  was  the  God  of  heaven,  the 
creator  of  all  things,  and  a  God  of  iafiuite  goodness. 

Their  marriages  were  attended  with  no  religious  or  judi- 
cial ceremonies — simple  consent  of  the  woman  to  live  with 
the  man  being  snfficient ;  plurality  of  wives  was  allowed,  but 
few  had  more  than  two.  When  a  man  made  a  present  to  one 
of  his  wives  he  was  bound  to  make  a  similar  one  to  the 
others.  Each  wife  lived  in  turn  with  her  husband  two 
days,  and  the  children  of  the  diffeiont  women  were  only 
noticed  by  the  father  on  the  days  that  the  respective 
mothers  lived  with  him.  When  the  Maroon  was  instructed 
in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  he  was  informed,  that  as  a 
Christian,  he  could  only  have  one  wife.  This  doctrine 
having  been  taught  to  a  Maroon  who  had  two  wives,  both 
of  whom  he  respected,  if  not  loved,  he  reasoned  thus, — 
"Top,  massa governor,"  said  he;  "Top  lilly  bit;  you  say 
memos  forsake  my  wife.  Only  one  of  them.  Which  that 
one?  JesuB  Christ  say  so?  GarA'mighty  sayw)?  No, 
no,  massa;  Gar  A'mighty  good;  he  tell  somebody  he  mns 
forsake  him  wife  and  children.  Somebody  no  wicked  for' 
forsake  him  wife  ?  No,  massa ;  dis  here  talk  no  do  for  me." 
In  other  language  thus  : — "Stay,  sir;"  said  the  Maroon. 
"  Stay  a  little.  Yon  tell  me  that  I  must  forsake  my  wife. 
Only  one  of  them ;  and  which  shall  that  be  ?  Does  Jesus 
Christ  say  so?  Does  God  say  so?  No,  no,  air;  God  is 
good,  and  allows  no  one  to  forsake  his  wife  and  (;hildren. 
He  who  forsakes  his  wife  must  be  a  wicked  man.  This  is  a 
doctrine,  sir,  not  suited  to  us." 

We  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  in  the  case  of  a  man 
married  to  two  wives,  according  to  the  usage  of  his  country, 
and  having  a  family  by  both,  it  is  doubtful  whether,  in  the 
•vent  of  hie  conversion  to  Christianity,  jt  would  bo  his  dut^ 
to  put  one  of  them  away  against  her  will.  Whilst  the 
Christian  law  is  clear  and  explicit  as  to  marriage  among 
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Ghristiane,  it  Is  not  so  io  ref«Fenc«  to  coDoectiODB  pro- 
Tionely  formed ;  and  as  in  the  case  of  a  Chrletiac  man  or 
woman  united  to  one  who  is  not  a  Christian,  Beverance  is 
not  allowable  except  by  mntoal  consent,  so  in  the  case  of  a 
plor^ity  of  wives,  it  is  not  by  uiy  means  clear  that  a  forced 
separation  is  demanded  by  Christian  principle.  The  reason- 
ing of  the  IfarooD  was  perfectly  natural,  and  it  woald  be 
diflcnlt  to  prove  that  it  was  not  also  scriptural. 

When  a  girl  arrived  at  an  age  that  she  might  marry,  her 
parents  made  a  tbast — killing  a  hog — to  which  the  neigh- 
bors were  invited.  This  feast  was  a  signal  to  the  young 
men  to  make  an  offer  of  marriage,  bat  the  girl  not  nnfre- 
qaently  preferred  a  state  of  celibacy  for  a  few  years  after 
ehe  was  known  to  have  "  killed  bog  " — a  phrase,  the  meaning 
of  which  was  perfectly  nnderstood. 

The  Maroons  continued  to  maintain  the  good  character 
given  them  by  the  committee  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  bat 
their  determination  to  retarn  to  Jamaica  continned  anabtfted. 
In  the  year  1836,  they  had  increased  to  six  handred  and 
eighty-ono  sonls,  and  in  the  following  five  years  they  re- 
tamed  to  Jamaica,  leaving  only  in  the  year  1841  seventy  of 
their  number  in  Sierra  Leone. 

During  the  administration  of  Sir  John  Wentworth,  the 
Province  prospered  in  all  its  principal  interesto,  and  he 
teems  to  have  discharged  hiB  duties  with  general  fidelity 
and  diligence.  But  his  treatment  of  Kr.  Collenham  Tongo, 
a  lawyer  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  who  took  a  prom- 
inent part  in  public  affairs,  indicated  a  vindictivenesB  of 
disposition  which  sadly  marred  his  gubernatorial  character. 
For  a  namber  of  years  he  did  not  cease,  in  his  despatches  to 
the  Home  Government,  to  make  charges  against  Mr.  Tongo, 
who  probably  lived  in  perfect  ignorance  of  their  having 
beeh  prefenW,  and  who  consequently  had  no  opportunity 
of  replying  to  them.  He  was  represented  as  unduly  pro- 
tracting the  Session,  as  in  his  ofllce  as  speaker  opposing  th» 
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king's  inb>reets,  and  of  spreading  diecoDtont  amongst  His 
Majesty's  subjects.  The  charges  were  of  the  most  vague 
ftud  general  description,  and  nnstipported  by  any  kind  of 
evideoce.  Little  attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  them 
by  the  Home  Aathoritiee — the  bitterness  and  frequency  with 
which  they  were  preferred  indicating  a  degree  of  personal 
hostility  towards  Tonge,  which  must  have  divested  them  of 
all  weight.  On  the  reflection  of  Tonge  as  speaker,  in  1806, 
the  Governor  availed  himself  of  a  prerogative  which  had  not 
been  previously  exercised  in  the  Province,  by  reAising  to 
confirm  the  choice  of  the  Assembly,  and  another  speaker 
was  accordingly  elected.  The  efforts  of  the  Governor  to 
ruin  Tonge  as  a  public  man  proved  nitile.  for  his  com- 
manding influence  both  in  the  House  and  country  remained 
undiminished.  E>ir  John  was  an  extreme  conservative — b 
determined  enemy  to  public  meetings  of  any  kind,  and  exerted 
himself  to  put  them  down.  Notwithstanding  his  glaring 
fkilings  he  was  respected,  and  on  his  being  superceded  in 
the  year  1808,  by  Sir  George  Frevost,  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  Assembly  voted  him  five  hundred  pounds  B 
year  as  retiring  allowance,  to  which  an  other  five  hundred 
were  added  by  the  Home  Government. 

On  the  arrival  of  Sir  George  Frevost,  to  assume  the 
government  of  the  Province,  hostilities  between  tbe  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  were  imminent  Sir  George,  in 
order  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  tbe  condition  of  the 
Province  made  a  tour  through  it,  and  on  hie  return  com- 
mnnicated  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  i-esult  of  his  ob- 
servations. He  stated  that  he  found  much  on  which  to 
ooDgratulute  tbe  Assembly,  that  he  was  now  able  faWy  to 
estimate  the  effects  of  the  embargo  laid  by  the  United 
States  government  on  trade,  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
restrictions  on  trade  were  carried  out  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
real  object  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  them.  The  pro- 
ject had,  however,  entirely  &iled,  and  the  British  nation 
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had  deriTod  snfBoient  experience  irom  the  meaBare,  to  be 
coDvinoed  that  their  coloniee  and  commerce  could  be  as  little 
affected  bj  the  embargo  of  America  as  by  the  blockadiog 
decrees  of  Prance.  New  sources  had  been  resorted  to  with 
Buccesa  to  supply  the  deficiencies  produced  by  so  Budden  an 
interruption  to  commerce,  and  the  great  increase  in  the  im- 
ports and  esports  of  Nova  Scotia  proved  that  the  embargo 
waa  a  measure  well  adapted  to  promote  the  true  interests 
of  His  Majesty's  North  American  colonies.  The  abundant 
crop  of  every  kind  with  which  it  had  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  bless  the  Province,  the  improvement  in  agriculture  and 
the  fisheries,  and  the  considerable  supply  of  timber  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  old  country,  the  augmeDtation  of  the 
revenue,  and  above  all,  the  great  sense  which  the  people  of 
the  country  entertained  of  the  happiness  enjoyed  under  His 
Majesty's  truly  paternal  government,  afforded  ample  canse 
of  congratulation,  and  presented  nnqneetionable  proofi^  of 
the  prosperity  and  rapid  increase  of  the  Province. 

It  was  under  the  administrateon  of  Sir  George  Prevoet 
that  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Province  building  was  laid. 
On  the  twelfth  of  August,  ISIl,  the  day  on  which  this  int^ 
esting  ceremony  took  place,  the  birth  day  of  the  Prince  of 
"Wales  was  celebrated.  At  noon  there  was  a  review  of  Hie 
garrison,  and  at  one  o'clock  a  lev6e  at  Government  House. 
A  body  of  militia  assembled  on  the  ground  on  which  the 
Province  building  now  stands — the  Free  Masons  having 
turned  out  in  force  under  their  grand  master,  Mr,  Pyke. 
After  prayer  by  the  Bev.  Archibald  Gray,  D.D.,  the  founda- 
tion stone  was  laid  by  Sir  George  PrevoBt ;  coins,  and  a 
written  document  having  been  deposited  in  a  cavity  pre- 
pared for  them — Sir  George  eaidr  "  May  the  building 
which  shall  arise  f^m  this  foundation  perpetuate  the 
loyalty  and  liberality  of  Nova  Scotia."  Sir  George  seeme, 
however,  to  have  been  somewhat  doubtf\il  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  Province,  for  in  addressing  the  Home  Government,  he 
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had  expressed  the  opinion,  "  tbat  her  ties  to  the  parent 
State  were  those  of  necaesity  and  conTenience  rather  than 
of  gratitude  and  affection."  No  statement  could  be  more 
nnfoanded.  In  all  the  proceedings  of  Assembly  fkim  the 
settlement  of  the  Province  down  to  the  period  at  which 
these  lines  are  being  traced,  the  most  censorions  critic  will 
foil  to  discern  the  slightest  evidence  for  the  charge. 
Sir  George  and  hia  predecessor  found  the  Aaaembl/ jealous 
of  its  rights,  and  the  opposition  which  was  not  unfrequently 
offered  to  the  decreesof  Council,  produced  a  degree  of  irrita- 
tion which  led  to  unjust  representations  as  to  the  motives 
and  acts  of  the  Aeaembly. 

Sir  George  having  been  appointed  to  the  Governorship  of 
Canada,  he  was  sacceeded  in  the  year  1S11  by  Sir  John 
Goape  Sherbrooke,  E3.,  who  arrived  in  Halifax  on  the 
sixteenth  of  October.  In  June  following,  war — for  which 
active  preparations  had  been  making  in  the  Province — was 
declared  by  the  United  States.  On  the  twenty-eighth, 
intelligence  of  the  declaration  reached  Halifax.  In 
consequence  of  the  war  the  Assembly  met  on  the  twenty- 
firetof  July.  Eight  thousand  pounds  were  voted  for  block- 
honses,  twenty-two  thousand  fbr  militia,  and  measures  were 
also  taken  to  borrow  thirty  thousand  pounds  fbr  general 
defences.  Letters  of  marque,  and  commissions  to  privateers 
were  granted  by  the  Governor.  Kumerous  captures  were 
maiie  at  sea  both  by  the  British  and  American  privateers. 
Dot  a  few  of  the  prises  of  the  former  having  been  brought 
to  Halifax,  where  trade  was  temporarily  increased  by  the 
war.  In  the  contests  that  took  place  between  individual 
ships,  the  Americans,  as  a  rule,  bad  the  advantage,  as  tlieir 
vessels  generally  carried  heavier  metal,  and  were  more 
numerously  manned.  The  Americans  were  elated  with 
their  success  while  the  British  were  annoyed.  Gapt^n 
Broke,  who  had  been  trained  in  the  navy  ftom  boyhood, 
'  had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Sharnion 
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of  thirty-eight  gona,  in  the  year  1806.  She  had  been  first 
Bent  for  the  protection  of  the  whale  fishery  on  the  Green- 
land  and  Spitzbergen  ooaate,  and  was  sabaoqaently  engaged 
in  the  reduction  of  Madeira.  For  some  time  after  she  had 
been  conneot«d  with  the  channel  fleet,  fVom  which,  in  the 
year  1811,  she  was  detached  on  If^orth  American  service. 
The  feelings  of  Captain  Broke,  at  this  time,  were  pertinently 
expresaed  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  said:  "We 
mnst  catch  one  of  these  great  American  ships  to  send  her 
home  for  a  show  that  people  may  see  what  a  creature  it  is, 
and  that  our  &igatee  have  fought  very  well  thoogh  so 
unlucky."  Ever  since  the  gallant  captain  had  joined  the 
S/uamon,  be  was  resolved,  by  assiduooe  gun  practice,  to 
make  up,  in  the  event  of  a  naval  duel  with  a  more  powerful 
mtagoniet,  for  weight  of  metal  by  rapidity  and  accuracy  of 
fire.  Every  day  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  iu  the  fore- 
noon, when  not  prevented  by  the  state  of  the  weather,  the 
men  were  exercised  at  the  gans,  and  f(»-  the  same  time  in 
the  afternoon  in  the  nse  of  the  broad  sword,  pike,  musket, 
ha.  Twice  a  week  the  crew  fired  at  targets,  both  with  great 
gang  and  musketry,  and  Captain  Broke,  as  an  additional 
etimulus,  gave  a  pound  of  tobacco  to  every  man  who  put  a 
•hot  through  the  bnli's  eye.  In  the  Shaiuum  there  was  a 
place  for  everything  and  everything  in  its  place — a  post  for 
•very  man  and  every  man  at  his  post  She  was  always 
clear  for  action,  and  had  on  deck  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
ftmmonition  for  two  or  three  broadsides.  Her  captain  had 
brought  the  officers  and  crew  to  the  highest  pwnt  of  train- 
ing, and  bad  inAised  into  them  a  portion  of  the  li^nid  fire  of 


On  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  1813,  the  Shanmm  sailed 
from  Halifax,  accompanied  by  a  sister  Arigate  the  Tenedos, 
on  a  cruise  to  Boston  bay.  Bec<H)noitering  the  harbor  they 
■aw  two  fHgat^,  the  Pregident  and  Congreta,  making  ready 
ftir  eea.    Measures  were  taken  to  intercept  them ;  but  in  the 
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meantime  the  Cheaapealie,  which  had  left  Boston  in  Decern- 
ber  of  the  previoaa  year,  and  boon  cruising  in  the  Weet 
Indies,  returned,  and  unobfierred  entered  the  harbor,  mnoh 
to  the  annoyance  of  Captain  Broke;  and  to  add  to  big 
chagrin  the  Premdent  and  Oongrest  escaped,  on  the  first  of 
May  to  sea,  the  weather  then  being  foggy- 

As  the  Cheeapeake  could  not  be  expected  to  put  to  sea 
while  two  frigates  were  near  the  harbor,  Captain  Broke, 
after  taking  a  supply  of  water  and  provisions  from  the 
Tenedos,  detached  her  with  orders  not  to  rejoin  him  till  the 
fourteenth  of  June.  After  the  Tenedos  left.  Captain  Broke 
Bent  sererst  verbal  meaeages  to  the  Chetapeake  inviting  a 
combat,  to  which  he  received  no  reply.  Doubting  whether 
his  meoaages  had  been  delivered,  he  wrote,  on  the  first  of 
June,  a  challenge  to  the  commanding  ofBcer  of  the  Cheea- 
peake, in  which  he  said :  "As  the  Chetapeake  appears  now 
ready  for  sea,  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  Ibvorto  meet  th» 
Shamum  with  ber,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortune  of  our 
respective  fiags.  The  Shannoa  mounts  twenty-four  guns  on 
her  broadside,  and  light  boat  guns,  eigbteen-poonders,  upon 
her  main  deck,  and  thirty-two-ponnd  cannonades  on  her 
qnarter-deck  and  forecastle,  and  is  manned  with  a  comple- 
ment of  three  hundred  men  and  boys,  besides  thirty  seamen, 
boys,  and  paasengmrs  who  were  taken  out  of  re-captured 
vessels  latoly."  After  fixing  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
providing  against  all  intermption.  Captain  Broke  coacludod 
thoB :  "  I  entreat  yon,  sir,  not  to  imagine  that  I  am  urged 
by  mere  personal  vanity  to  the  wish  of  meeting  the  Chesa- 
peake, or  that  I  depend  only  on  your  personal  ambition  for 
yonr  acceding  to  this  invitation.  We  have  both  noble  mo- 
tives. Yon  will  feel  it  as  a  compliment  if  I  say  that  the 
result  of  our  meeting  may  be  tiie  most  grateful  service  I  can 
render 'to  my  country,  and  I  doubt  not  that  you,  equally 
confident  of  snccees,  will  feel  convinced  that  it  is  only  by 
repeated  trinmphs  in  even  combats  that  your  little  navy  caa 
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now  Itope  to  console  your  conntiy  for  the  Iobb  of  tliat  trade 
it  can  no  longer  protect.  Favor  me  with  &  epeedy  reply. 
"We  ai^  short  of  provisions  and  water,  and  cannot  stay  long 
here." 

This  letter  was  sent  by  a  Captain  Slocnm,  a  discharged 
prisoner,  who  was  proceeding  in  his  own  boat  to  Marblehead, 
a  port  a  fbw  milea  norl^  of  Boston,  bat  before  it  had  reached 
the  Chesapeake  she  bad  sailed  to  meet  the  Shannm.  The 
capt^n  of  the  Chesapeake  had  got  leave  of  absence,  and  sho 
waa  now  commanded  by  Captain  Laurence,  late  of  the  SoT' 
net,  which  in  the  month  of  February  had  sunk  the  Peacock, 
a  British  war  sloop  far  inferior  to  the  Somet  in  weight  of 
metal  and  crew.  Captain  Laurence  was  an  able  ofScer,  and 
deservedly  held  in  high  estimation  by  his  countrymen. 
After  despatehing  the  challenge,  the  Shannon,  with  colors 
flying,  stood  in  close  to  Boston  lighthouse,  invitjng  by  her 
presence  the  Chesapeake  to  come  oat.  At  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  while  the  crew  were  at  dinner,  Captain  Broke  went 
himself  to  the  mast  head,  and  tbere  observed  the  Chesapeaka 
fire  a  gun  and  loose  top-gallant  sails.  The  stately  frigate 
presently  advanced  with  a  light  breeze,  rounding  the  light 
house  under  ail  sail  at  one  o'clock.  She  was  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  pleasure  boats,  filled  by  Americans,  who 
were  desirous  of  seeing  the  combat.  The  two  ships  con- 
tinued their  course  to  sea  till  forty  minntee  past  five  o'clock, 
when  the  Chesapeake  bore  down  on  the  Shannon,  lofSng 
np  within  fiity  yards  of  her,  when  the  Americira  crov 
gave  three  cheers.  At  fifty  minutes  past  five  the  first 
shot  was  fired  by  the  Shasunoa,  and  then  the  exchange  of 
broadsides  became  as  rapid  as  the  men  could  fire.  Owing  to 
the  men  at  the  helm  of  the  Oheiaptdke  having  been  killed, 
she  had  for  a  moment  become  unmanageable,  and  her  stem 
and  quarter  were  exposed  to  her  opponent's  broadside.  Her 
stem  posts  were  thus  bent  in,  and  the  men  driven  frota  their 
quarters.      Presently  the  ships    neared  each    other — the 
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qiiarter  of  the  Chesapeake  pressing  on  the  Shannon's  aide. 
Captain  Broke,  observing  that  the  Americana  were  desert- 
ing tlieir  qnorter-deck  gnns,  ordered  the  great  gnns  to  cease 
firing,  and  the  main-deck  boarders  to  advance.  He  himself 
then  leaped  on  the  quarter-deck,  the  boarders  following. 
There  was  not  an  ofScer  or  a  man  for  the  moment  to  oppose 
him.  His  boarders  tlien  advanced  towards  the  forecastle, 
driving  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  crew  before  them,  who  en- 
deavored to  get  down  the  hatchway,  but  in  their  eagemesa 
prevented  each  other.  Several  went  overboard,  and  others 
reached  the  main  deck  through,  the  bridl»-porte,  while  th« 
rest  laid  down  their  arms  and  surrendered. 

After  the  Americans  on  the  forecastle  had  submitted, 
Captain  Broke  ordered  one  of  his  men  to  stand  sentry  over 
them.  He  was  giving  orders  to  answer  the  fire  fW)m  the 
Chesapeake's  main  top  when  the  sentry  called  to  him. 
On  turning  round  he  found  himself  coni^nted  by  three 
Americans  who  were  advancing  to  attack  him.  He  succes»- 
faWy  parried  the  thrust  of  a  pike  and  wonnded  the  man  in 
the  face,  but  received  a  blow  fVom  the  but-end  of  a  mnsket 
which  bared  his  skull,  whilst  the  third  man  cut  him  down 
with  his  broadsword,  but  one  of  the  Shannon  seamen  at 
once  killed  the  man  with  the  broadsword,  and  the  other 
two  Americans  soon  fell  under  the  cutlasses  of  the  British 
tars.  As  the  attack  on  Captain  Broke  was  made  by  men 
who  had  surrendered,  the  Shannon  boarders  were  so  exas- 
perated that  Captain  Broke  had  great  difBcnIty  iq  saving 
from  their  i\iry  a  young  midshipman  who  had  slid  down  a 
rope  i¥om  the  Chesapeake's  fore-top  and  begged  his  protec- 
tion. As  the  seaman  Windham  was  tying  a  handkerchief 
round  Captain  Broke's  head,  pointing  aft,  he  called  out — 
"  There,  Sir,  there  goes  the  old  ensign  over  the  Tanke* 
colours."  The  Captain  cast  his  eyes  to  the  ensign  with 
feelings  which  it  were  vain  to  attempt  to  describe. 

The  first  Lieutenant  of  the  Shannon  lost  his  life  under 
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peculiarly  punful  circumitances.  He  bad  taken  down  the 
American  enBigu,  and  wan  potting  np  the  English  flag  above 
it,  when  in  conBeqaence  of  the  ropes  being  tangled,  the 
American  flag  appeared  above  the  English,  whioh  caused 
sbotB  fVom  the  Skatmon  to  be  fired,  killing  the  Lieutenant 
and  four  or  five  seamen  of  the  Skamon. 

Captain  Laurence  felt  mortally  wounded  a  few  minutes 
after  the  battle  began.  Of  a  crew  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty-one  men  and  five  boys,  the  Chesapeake  lost  forty- 
seven  killed  and  ninety-nine  wonnded.  Of  a  crew  of  three 
hundred  and  six  men  and  twenty-flve  boye,  tbe  Shtamtm 
Ead  twenty-four  killed  and  fifty-nine  wounded.  The  Chesa- 
peake had  not  only  the  misfortune  to  lose  her  Commander, 
but  also  her  first,  second,  and  third  F^ieutenante.  Thia 
calamity  left  tbe  ship  at  a  most  critical  moment  without 
proper  command.  Had  Laurence  not  been  prostrated,  it  ia 
more  than  probable  that  Broke  would  not  have  found  tbe 
men  deserting  their  qnarlers,  and  whatever  the  issue  might 
have  been,  tbe  Chesapeake  would  not  have  been  so  speedily 
captured.  The  crew  of  the  Shannon  bad  the  advantage  of 
the  most  thorough  training  under  a  commander  wbo  was  an 
enthusiast  in  his  profession.  The  call  of  Captain  Broke 
for  boarders  was  responded  to  with  the  utmost  celerity  and 
precision,  and  four  minutes  after  he  hod  gained  the  quarter- 
deck of  the  Chesapeake  be  was  master  of  her.  £egarded  as 
a  test  of  the  comparative  national  merits  of  British  and 
American  sailors  either  as  to  their  skill  or  courage,  the 
combat  was  not  worth  anything.  Had  the  crew  of  Captaia 
Laurence  enjoyed  tbe  same  advantages  in  training,  they 
would  have  been  quite  as  efficient  in  all  respects,  as  they 
were  as  brave  as  that  of  the  Shannon.  Americans  have 
always  proved  themselves  in  natural  courage  equal  to  Bri> 
Ions,  and  it  were  ibtile  to  strike  a  balance  as  to  tbe  respective 
fighting  qualities  of  both  nations  from  any  single  battle  on 
land,  or  engagement  at  sea. 


^d  by  Google. 


BDBIAL  OF  CAPTAIN  LADBEMCK.  217 

After  the  damage  done  to  the  riggiog  of  both  frigates  had 
beeo  repaired,  thej  sailed  for  Halifax,  where  Ihey  {urired 
on  Sunday,  the  sixth  of  June,  passing  along  the  wharrea  at 
halApast  three  o'cloclc  in  the  afternoon.  Citizens  are  nov 
living  who  well  remember  the  occasion.  The  ships  were 
received  with  much  cheering  from  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
crews  of  the  men-of-war  lying  in  the  harbor.  The  brave 
and  able  Captain  Laarence  had  died  on  the  passage,  and 
Captain  Broke  lay  in  s  state  of  severe  snfTering  from  hie 
woands,  bat  was  immediately  removed  to  the  house  of  the 
Commissioner,  Captiun  the  Honorable  Phillip  Woodhouse. 

The  late  captain  of  the  Chesapeake  was  bnried  in  the 
gronnd  opposite  Government  Bouse  on  the  eigBth  of  June, 
with  tlie  military  honors  of  a  post  captain  in  the  British 
navy.  At  the  funeral  all  the  nnval  captains  in  port  were 
present,  and  there  was  also  a  large  attendance  of  citizens. 
The  first  Lieutenant  of  the  Chesapeake  died  in  Halifax  of 
his  wounds,  and  was  also  interred  with  military  honors.  In 
August  the  remains  of  both  the  gallant  officers  were  remoT- 
«d  1^  Boston  to  be  deposited  with  suitable  ceremony  in  their 
own  country. 

Captain  Broke  was  made  a  baronet,  and  a  number  of  the 
officers  of  the  Shannon  received  promotion.  The  captain 
retired  to  his  estate  in  England,  and  lived  to  enjoy  his  well- 
earned  honors  till  the  year  1841,  when  he  died  in  a  hotel  in 
London,  whither  he  had  gone  fbr  medical  advice.  His  name 
will  remain  for  ever  enrolled  among  the  naval  heroes  of  old 
England. 

The  American  naval  authorities  held  a  court  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Chesapeake  had- been 
captured.  Commodore  Bainbridge  presided.  We  give  a 
portion  of  the  report : — "  The  conrt  ai-e  nnanimomsly  of 
opinion  that  the  CAmpeoAe  was  gallantly  carrtedinto  action 
by  her  late  brave  commander-;  and  no  doubt  rests  with  the 
oourt,  from  comparison  of  the  injury  respectively  sustained 
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hy  the  frigHtee,  that  tlie  fire  of  the  Chesapeake  -vraa  mnch 
superior  to  that  of  the  Shannon.  The  Shannon  beiog  much 
cut  in  her  spare  and  rigging,  and  receiving  manj  shots  in 
and  below  the  water  line,  was  redncod  almost  to  a  sinliing 
state,  after  only  a  few  minntes  cannonading  from  the  Cheia- 
ptake;  whilst  the  Chesapeake  vim  comparativel/ uninjured. 
And  the  court  hare  do  doubt,  if  the  Chesapeake  had  not 
accidentally  follen  on  board  the  Shannon,  and  the  S?ia«non's 
anchor  got  foal  in  the  after  quarter  of  the  Chesapeake,  the 
fSAonnon  must  have  very  soon  surrendered  or  sunk."  The 
report  continues: — "Prom  this  view  of  the  engagement,  and 
a  careful  examination  of  the  evidence,  the  court  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  the  capture  of  the  late  United  States 
frigate  Cheiapeake  was  occasioned  by  the  following  causes : 
the  almost  unexampled  early  ffall  of  Captain  Laurence,  and 
all  the  principal  officers ;  the  bugleman's  desertion  of  his 
quarters,  and  inability  to  sound  his  horn;  forthe  court  are  of 
opinion  if  the  horn  had  been  sonnded  when  &ret  ordered,  the 
men  being  then  at  their  quarters,  the  boarders  woald  have 
promptly  repaired  to  the  spar  deck,  and  probably  have  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  boarding,  which  might  have  been 
done  succeaaftilly,  it  is  believed,  from  the  cautious  manner 
in  which  the  enemy  came  on  board." 

The  skill  displayed  in  firing  may  be  safely  estimated  by 
the  amount  of  execution  done  in  both  ships  during  the 
fifteen  minutes  theengagement  lasted — the  armament  of  both 
ships  having  been  equal.  During  that  period  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  of  the  Chesapeake'*  men  were  prostrated,  whilst 
only  eighty-three  men  were  in  a  similar  condition  on  the 
Shannm ;  and  it  is  absolutely  ludicrous  to  assert  that  the 
British  boarded  cautiously,  the  &ct  being  that  their  onset 
ma  fnrions,  and  such  as  drove  the  few  resisting  Americans 
Ilk«'vritheTed  leaves  before  an  autumnal  blast. 

The  year  1815  was  memorable  as  that  in  which  the  great 
war  with  France  waa  concluded  by  the  d^eat  of  2T^leonat 
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Waterloo,  and  the  most  uniiatural  contest  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  waa  terminated  by  a  treaty  of 
peace  execated  at  Ghent  on  the  twenty-fourth  December, 
181&.  The  newa  as  to  the  defeat  of  Napoleon  arrived  in 
Hall&x  in  Joly — taW  details  having  been  received  on  the 
third  of  Angost.  The  event  was  celebrated  by  a  pabUo 
dinner  in  the  Mason  Hall,  the  Attorney-General,  B.  J. 
Uniacke,  in  the  chair,  Jamea  Formaa  being  Vice-President. 
A  subscription  list  in  aid  of  the  familiee  of  those  who  had 
&llen  in  battle  was  opened,  which  amounted  to  the  very 
handsome  sum  of  three  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  be- 
aides  what  was  contributed  by  the  other  counties.  The 
Assembly  testified  their  appreciation  of  the  labors  of  Sir 
John  C.  Sherbrooke,  the  LieutenantrGovernor,  during  the 
war,  by  voting  one  thousand  pounds  for  a  piece  of  plate, 
with  which  his  Excellency  was  presented.  In  the  year  1S16, 
Sir  John  was  appointed  Govemor-in-chief  of  all  the  British 
American  Provinces,  and  was  entertained  at  a  dinner  by  the 
magistrates  and  principal  inhabitanta  in  Mason  Hall  ere  he 
departed.  He  remained  in  his  new  position  for  two  years, 
and  then  went  to  England,  whm^  he  died  on  the  fourteenth 
of  February,  1830. 

The  administration  of  the  Province  was  entrusted  to 
Uajor-General  George  Stracey  Smyth,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
Earl  of  Dalhonsie  in  October. 
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Lord  DalhouBie'H  apeech  to  the  Legislature— The  letters  of  "  AgricoU  " 
Congratulation  of  the  author  by  Lord  DalhouBie — "  Agricola"  ia 
appointed  Secretary  Ut  the  Prorincia!  Agriculltiral  Aaaociation— 
la  solicited  to  diacloee  himself— His  reasons  for  writing  under  aa 
aasumed  name— First  meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Society— 
Ur.  John  Youog  reveals  himself  im  the  author  of  the  letters— A 
sketeh  of  his  life— His  character- Mr.  Elkington's  system  of 
drainage — Smith's  syBtem — Acts  passed  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment respecting  drainage — Drainage  in  Great  Britain— Establish- 
ment of  schools  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts-Project  for  theestablishment  of  apublic  semin- 
ary in  the  Province — Opening  of  King's  College— Ite  esclusive- 
neu— Establishment  of  Pictou  Academy — Lord  Dalhousie  founds 
Dalhousie  College — Aid  denied  from  the  British  Legislature — 
Proposed  union  of  the  colleges — Basis  of  union — Opinion  of  Lord 
Dalhousie  in  reference  to  it—Ite  rejection  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury- Opinion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  with  regurd  to 
union— Walter  Bromlay— He  establishes  schools  in  Hslifajt- 
Inaugurates  Sabbath  School  work  in  the  Province — Present 
aystem  of  road  management — Lord  Dalhousie  suggests  a  survey 
of  the  Province— Indifference  of  tie  House  on  this  subject — 
Presentation  by  the  Assembly  of  a  Star  and  aword  to  Lord  Dal- 
housie on  his  asauming  the  Governor  Oeneralahip  of  Canada^ 
He  declines  to  accept  them — He  reyisite  Nova  Scotia—  Hia  recep- 
tion  in  Halilkz. 

Lord  Dalhoosie,  in  addressiDg  the  Legislatnre,  congrata- 
l&ted  the  members  in  occnpying  the  splendid  building  in 
which  they  tvere  now  assembled,  and  expreeeed  the  hope 
that  it  wonid  stand  to  the  latest  posterity,  aa  a  prond 
record  of  the  pablic  spirit  of  this  period  of  the  history  of 
Kova  Scotia,  —  being  equally  honorable  and  oseful  to  tba 
Province.  His  Lordship  also  referred  to  the  prosperoM 
eonditioD  of  the  Province.  The  dietress  that  had  prevailed  two 
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years  ago  had  disappeared,  agricnlture  and  the  fisheriee  were 
proepering,  and  BuccesBiTe  years  of  abandant  crops  had,  un- 
der the  blessLDg  of  Providence,  dispelled  the  clouds  that 
hung  over  the  country,  and  commerce  was  reviving  nnder 
the  inflnence  of  an  order  of  the  Prince  Regent  in  council  by 
which  the  port  of  Halifax  had  been  declared  to  a  certain 
extent  a  free  port.  "  In  committing  to  yon,  "  said  his  Lord- 
ehip,  "the  general  discossion  of  pnblio  afliairs,  there  are 
some  points  which  call  for  my  special  recommendation  to 
yonr  attention;  these  I  shall  merely  name  at  present,  and 
explain  myself  more  folly  upon  them  in  the  progress  of  the 
session.  I  shall  call  yonr  attention  to  a  measure  tending 
to  animate  the  general  spirit  of  improvement  in  agricnlture, 
and  X  will  submit  to  you  the  plan  of  an  institution  in  Halifax, 
in  which  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  education  will  be 
fbiind  within  the  reach  of  all  classes  of  society,  and  which 
will  be  open  to  all  eeote  of  religions  persuasion." 

On  the  fifteenth  of  July,  1818,  appeared  in  the  Acadian 
Secorder,  the  first  of  a  series  of  letters  on  agriculture,  under 
thesignatnreofAgricola,  which  from  the  vigour  and  scholas- 
tic character  of  their  style,  as  well  as  from  the  important 
scientific  information  they  conveyed,  at  once  attracted  pub- 
lic attention,  and  not  only  excited  general  interest,  but 
inspired  onthnsiaem  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  which  they 
treated.  At  the  time  these  letters  were  commenced,  gene- 
ral business  was  depressed,  and  the  farmers,  who  bad  been 
accustomed  to  receive  high  prices  for  produce  of  all  kinds 
dnring  the  war,  had  now  to  dispose  of  it  at  a  nominal  rate. 
The  social  status  of  the  cultivaton  of  the  soil  was  such  as 
would  be  regarded  incredible  were  it  not  vouched  for  by  so 
respectable  an  authority  as  Agricola,  who  says  that  "  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth,  that  prime  fountain  of  national 
wealth,  and  the  first  and  most  essential  of  arte  was  account- 
ed BO  despicable  and  vile  as  to  be  the  fit  employment  only 
of  the  onlettered  and  vulgar  herd, — the  keeper  of  a  tavern 
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or  tippling  bonse,  the  retailer  of  mm,  angar  and  tea,  the 
travelling  chapman,  the  constable  of  the  district,  were  far 
more  important  peraonages,  whether  in  their  own  estima- 
tion or  that  of  the  public,  than  the  &rmer  who  coltivated 
hia  own  lands."  The  letters  at  once  aasomed  a  practical 
bearing-  The  very  first  of  them  recommended  the  forma- 
tion of  an  agrioultaral  society  in  every  connty  for  the 
adjudging  of  prizes  on  subjects  previously  announced  in  the 
public  newspapers.  Agricola  likewise  invited  correspon- 
dence on  enbjects  connected  with  practical  farming — an 
appeal  that  was  ntore  readily  responded  to  than  could  have 
been  anticipated,  enabling  Mm  to  impart  additional  inters 
est  to  his  communications  by  attaching  to  them  the  senti- 
menta  of  his  correspwidents. 

The  work  which  Agricola  set  himself  to  perform  consisted 
of  three  parte,— first,  to  treat  of  the  principles  of  vegetation 
and  tillage ;  second,  themanagement  of  live  st'>ck,  and  third, 
the  miecellaneons  matters  connected  with  agricnlttu-e  tending 
either  to  further  or  retard  its  progress. 

The  volume  treats  of  the  first  of  these  under  five  sections 

the  first  on  climate,  the  second  on  the  purposes  which  soil 

serves  In  the  growth  of  plants,  the  third  on  the  use  of  the 
different  agricultural  implemente  in  preparing  the  ground 
for  vegetable  productions,  the  fourth  on  manures,  and  the 
fifth  on  the  obatruetjona  to  successful  tillage. 

There  was  genius  indicated  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
subject,  and  in  point  of  execution,  whilst  works  exist  written 
by  men  who  have  made  the  topics  of  which  they  treat  aub- 
jecto  of  special  study,  displaying  greater  depth  of  knowledge, 
and  a  more  rigidly  concise  and  accurate  style,  yet  we  ques- 
tion whether  within  the  range  of  English  literature  any  book 
on  agriculture  exist*  in  which  so  great  a  variety  of  scientific 
knowledge  is  united  with  the  same  degree  of  literary  merit, 
and  which  so  completely  answered  the  end  for  which  it  was 
published.    There  are  Junius— like  touches  in  the  letters  of 


.y  Google 


PUBLIC   UEETING  ABOUT  AORICDLTtJ&B.  223 

Agricola,  which  are  rarely  met  with  even  Id  the  best  authors, 
aod  which  would  have  done  credit  to  an  AddiBOB  or  a 
Hacaoley,  and  have  all  the  more  merit  as  coming  from  a 
merchant  who  wrote  only  during  his  leisure  hours. 

The  intelligence  of  the  Province  was  arrested  by  these 
lucid  and  practically  rsaefal  communicatione,  and  within  a 
year  after  the  pablication  of  the  first  of  them  agricultural 
societiw  were  formed  throughont  the  Frovince.  Lord  Dal- 
honsie  was  delighted  with  the  prodoctions  of  the  unknown 
correspondent,  and  wrote  him  a  letter  encouraging  him  to 
porsae  the  patriotic  course  on  which  he  had  entered.  "  While 
I  thus  continned  to  write,  "says  Agricola  "and  he — the 
Governor — ^to  approve,  the  first  characters  in  rank  in  the 
Metropolis  did  not  etand  long  by  as  idle  spectators,  but 
touched  with  the  lambeat  flame  of  patriotism,  they  hastened 
within  their  respective  spheres  of  influence  to  scatter  and 
propagate  that  sacred  fire  which  soon  burst  out  with  irre- 
pressible and  unextinguishable  brightness." 

At  the  dinner  of  the  North  British  Society  in  November 
1818,  theDarl  proposed  the  health  of  "  Agricola,  a  gentleman 
who,  though  unknown  to  him,  he  was  certain  from  his  writ- 
ings deserved  the  appellation  of  a  scholar  and  a  patriot,  and 
whose  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  prosperity  of  the  conn- 
try  called  forth  the  esteem  of  every  iriend  to  its  welfare." 
He  trusted  a  central  Board  of  A^i^iculture  would  be  formed 
in  the  Province,  and  that  the  day  they  were  now  celebrat- 
ing— St.  Andrew's — would  be  f^irther  distinguished  as  that 
on  which  such  an  institution  was  first  proposed  to  be  estab- 
lished. 

On  the  twelfth  of  December  Agricola  announced  that  a 
public  meeting  would  be  held  on  the  following  Tuesday,  at 
which  Lord  Dalhousie  would  preside  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  central  society  of  agriculture.  His  Lordship  in 
opening  the  proceedings  said  that  his  acknowledgments 
were  due  to  Agricola  for  the  impulse  he  bad  imparted  to  the 
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general  energies  of  the  Province,  but  as  it  was  extremely 
probable  Agricola  was  present  he  ebonld  abstain  from  express- 
ing his  full  sentiments  of  approbation,  as  he  wished  neither 
to  flatter  nor  offend  him. 

Mr.  8.  G.  "W.  Archibald  then  moved  a  reeolatioo  to  the 
efiect  that  a  society  to  be  called  the  Provincial  Agricultural 
Society  should  be  formed  in  Halifax,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  noble  Chairman  proposed  Agricola  as  Secretary,  and 
the  Hon.  Brenton  Halliburton  consented  to  act  in  that  capa- 
city till  the  unknown  author  revealed  himself  Agricoli 
was  present  at  this  meeting,  and  we  will  allow  him  to  dee- 
-cribe  his  feelings  in  so  novel  a  position,  as  well  as  to  convey 
most  interesting  information  as  to  circumstances  which 
must  ever  continue  to  be  invested  with  deep  interest. 
"'  About  this  period — he  says — "  I  was  solicited  on  all  hands 
to  disclose  myself,  and  appear  before  the  public  in  my  real 
character.  It  was  agreed  by  my  friends  that  the  ends  of 
concealment  were  now  accomplished,  that  an  ardent  spirit 
of  improvement  had  been  breathed  into  the  agricnltoral 
body,  that  a  zealous  manager  was  now  needed  to  guide  the 
machine  which  had  been  set  in  motion,  that  the  central 
board  had  been  incorporated  conlbrmably  to  my  suggestions, 
that  theLej^lature  had  voted  fli1»en  hundred  ponnds  for 
agricoltnral  purposes,  that  the  present  Secretary,  the  Hod. 
Brentou  Halliburton,  was  anxious  to  resign  the  office  he  had 
only  accepted  in  trust,  and  that  the  Directors  would  feel 
greater  confidence  in  their  measures,  if  I  would  come  for- 
ward, take  part  of  the  reeponsibility,  and  bear  a  share  of 
the  bordeu.  Induced  by  these  reasons  and  the  wishes  of 
His  Excellency — the  Earl  of  Dalhousie — I  yielded,  and 
threw  aside  the  mask  of  Agricola.  But  this  step  cost  me 
much  thought,  and  was  a  departure  from  my  original  design. 
These  letters  of  mine  were  never  regarded  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  occupation  of  my  leisure  hours,  and  as  tiie 
means  of  correcting  the  gross  opinions  which  everywhere 
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prevailed  respecting  the  capabilities  and  resources  of  this 
fine  province.  I  saw  and  heard  a  climate  universally  spoken 
againiit,  which  was  infinitely  anperior  to  that  of  my  native 
conntry,  and  which  could  ripen  productioDs  that  scarcely 
lived  under  glasses  in  Scotland.  The  system  of  husbandry 
was  wretched  in  the  extreme,  and  the  profession  of  a  farmer 
little  short  of  being  despised.  A  visible  poverty  since  the 
treaty  of  Paris  was  benumbing  every  faculty  of  intellect, 
begetting  habits  of  langonr  and  inaction  among  the  people, 
and  preparing  them  to  descend  into  the  lowest  abyss  of  humi- 
liation. The  American  flag  waved  triumphant  in  the  fort  of 
Halifax,  and  was  dispensing  to  us,  by  way  of  indulgence  on 
the  part  of  that  Government,  those  very  products  which  our 
own  soil  could  abundantly  ihimish,  had  its  prodnctiveneas 
been  excited  and  drawn  upon  by  a  vigorous  industry.  The 
proud  and  independent  spirit  of  a  Briton  burned  fiercely 
within  me,  and  I  vowed  the  surrender  of  my  vacant  time  t» 
the  good  of  the  country  I  had  adopted.  After  some  little 
deliberation  I  laid  my  plans,  not  to  write  a  system  of  agri- 
culture, but  to  combat  as  well  existing  errors  as  to  light  the 
glow  of  patriotism,  and  Uie  synopsis  no  lees  than  its  execu- 
tion and  development,  so  far  as  they  hare  yet  proceeded,  bear 
marks  of  this  predominent  feeling.  But  a  regular  attack 
on  the  prejudices  and  habits  of  the  people  exposed  a  writer 
to  much  resentment.  For  that  reason  I  resolved  on  acting 
behind  the  curtain,  and  shutting  myself  from  the  gaze  of 
the  pubUc.  I  did  not  oven  put  my  printer  in  poesession  of 
the  secret,  and  nosmall  difficulty  lay  in  contriving  a  mode  of 
communication  with  him  by  which  I  should  avoid  detection. 
That  I  efiected  by  the  intervention  of  a  third  party — Dr. 
William  Fetrie — who  passed  betwixt  us  under  all  the  sanc- 
tions of  the  most  inviolable  secrecy.  My  first  purpose  of 
remaining  for  ever  concealed  was  in  no  instance  shaken, 
till  his  Lordship  Hie  Governor,  at  the  meeting  held  on  the 
fifteenth  of  December,  1816,  called  to  organize  the  central 
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society,  Qftmed  me  as  Secretary.  It  was  the  only  circnm- 
stsDce  in  that  day's  occorrence  which  disconcerted  me  ibr  a 
moment,  for  I  beard  all  the  encomiums  passed  in  the  course 
of  the  diecnesion  irith  the  most  immovable  indifference. 
Bat  any  tolerable  jadge  of  hninan  nature  might  have  dis- 
covered the  onknown  Agricola  in  the  involantary  heat  and 
fiosh  of  his  ooantenance  at  that  appointment.  Butthe  eSbct 
was  as  transitory  aa  sadden,  and  it  almost  instantly  subsided 
into  onroffled  composure.  This  event  gave  rise  to  a  new 
train  of  ideas,  and  I  began  to  hesitate  whether  this  mystery  in 
the  writer  might  not  prove  treachery  to  the  eause.  I  medi- 
tated deeply  and  frequently  the  policy  of  laying  aside  my 
personated  character,  and  often  resolved,  and  re-resolved 
withoat  coming  to  a  satis&ctory  concloaton." 

"  Baring  this  state  of  donbt  on  my  part,  the  pnbUc  curiosity 
was  on  the  stretch,  and  a  thoosand  schemes  were  resorted 
to,  to  find  oat  the  secret  Notwithstanding  all  my  care,  little 
circumstancee  b^nspired  which  pointed  to  me  some  share  of 
the  suspicion ;  and  my  more  intimate  and  immediate  friends, 
who  had  had  accesa  to  my  jH-ivate  boors,  foiled  not  to  remark 
a  seclnsion  which  they  thought  must  be  devoted  to  the  com- 
posing of  those  weekly  letters.  Still  the  matter  was  in  a  state 
of  dubiety,  and  nothing  positive  or  very  certain  had  been 
discovered  to  set  it  at  rest.  But  the  busy  and  the  inquisitive 
had  assured  themselves  about  this  time,  by  means  of  several 
ingenious  contrivances,  that  all  others  on  whom  suspicion 
had  fallen  were  not  concerned  in  the  writings.  A  clergy 
man,  who  by  many  was  long  regarded  as  the  author,  and 
who  was  accounted  fally  eqnal  to  the  undertaking,  from  his 
close  attention  to  rural  affairs,  went  out  of  town  fiir  a  few 
days.  A  letter  was  insidiously  despatched  to  me  reqniring 
an  immediate  reply.  Without  knowing  the  stratagem,  I 
answered  on  the  same  anemoon  on  which  it  was  received, 
and  thus  gave  inihllible  proof  that  the  gentleman  in  question 
was  not  the  object  of  their  search.    By  such  means  conjec- 
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tarewasdrawnwithinnarTOwerlimitfl,  andat  this  date  there 
was  a  pretty  general  expectation  that  I  would  tarn  out  to 
be  &e  writer,  who  had  so  long  worked  the  secret  springe  of 
the  agricnltural  roovement." 

"  When  a  wiole  people  feel  interested  in  making  a  dia- 
covery,  it  is  almost  imjKiBBible  to  elude  them.  By  compar- 
ing notes  with  each  other,  and  collecting  their  scattered 
hints,  th^  are  in  a  condition  to  deduce  inferences  of  great 
probability,  or,  at  all  events,  avoid  any  serious  mistake  in 
their  reasoniog.  Almost  all  the  leading  men  of  the 
Province  either  possessed  my  handwriting  themselves,  or 
had  seen  it  in  the  various  private  com  muni  cations  which  I 
was  sending  by  every  post  to  my  nnmerons  correspondents ; 
and  although  the  characters  were  intentionally  revereed, 
and  lay  reclining  firom  left  to  right,  still  there  was  a  resem- 
blance in  their  form  and  shape  by  which  they  were  gassed 
to  have  come  from  my  pen.  My  ordinary  handwriting  was 
compared  with  this  counterfeit  one,  and  the  truth,  I  fear,  too 
often  shone  ttom  beneath  the  disguise." 

"  All  these  considerations  had  their  weight  in  determining 
me  to  step  forward  in  my  own  person,  and  assume  the 
duties  of  the  office  which  had  been  aseigued  mo.  A  few 
days,  therefore,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Society, 
which  was  now  called  by  the  Governor,  the  Earl  of  Dal- 
housie,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  incorporation  that  had 
JQst  received  the  sanction  of  the  Governor,  I  wrote  to  his 
Lordship  and  sabBcribed  my  real  name.  An  interview 
immediately  followed,  and  thtts  the  long  contested  secret 
was  finally  divulged." 

In  April,  1819,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
in  the  House  of  Aesemhly,  the  Lientenant^^vemor  in  the 
chair.  It  was  provided  by  the  bill  of  incorporation  that  it 
shonld  be  held  while  the  House  was  In  session,  and  the 
attendance  was  numerous.  The  objects  contemplated  by 
the  Society  were  to  introduce  summer  fkllow  as  a  prepara- 
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tioB  forwheat,  to  extend  the  caltnre  o£  oats,  to  encourage 
the  nee  of  lime,  and  drill  green  crops,  tA  assist  in  the  clear- 
ing of  the  forests,  to  get  np  ploughing  matches,  and  to  im- 
prove the  live  stock,  agricultural  implements,  and  the 
gr^n  hj  new  importations.  The  Assembly  had  voted 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board.  It  was  intimated  by  Mr.  Lawson,  the  treasurer  of 
the  Society,  that  money,  to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred 
and  six  poande,  had  been  anbscribed  for  the  objects  of  the 
Society,  and  that  the  annual  subscriptions  amoonted  to 
three  hundred  pounds.  The  committee  of  management 
consisted  of  Judge  Halliburton,  T.  N.  Jef&ey,  S.  B.  Itobie, 
S.  G.  W.  Archibald  and  H.  H.  Cogswell.  The  number  of 
societies  formed  throughout  the  Province  at  the  time  of  the 
institation  of  the  central  asaociatios  was  fourteen. 

The  letters  of  Agricola,  as  published  in  the  year  1822, 
were  thirty-eight  in  nnmber,  but  they  by  no  means  repre- 
sent the  entire  literary  labor  of  their  author  in  the  cause 
of  agriculture.  Twenty-four  more  had  been  published  in 
the  newspapers,  which,  we  presume,  never  appeared  in  a 
collected  form. 

Strange  that  Tte  should  have  no  biography  of  John  Young. 
(Agricola)  We  have  lives  without  number  of  men  far  inferior 
to  him  in  mental  power  and  useMneae.  His  letters  on 
agriculture  from  the  very  nature  of  the  subject  of  which 
they  treat  will  never  be  republished,  for  the  science  of  agri- 
culture is  pre-eminently  a  progressive  science,  and  though 
Mr.  Young's  book  contains  much  that  is  of  permanent 
value,  yet  a  large  proportion  of  his  work  is  rendered  obso- 
lete by  recent  discoveries. 

John  Young  was  bom  at  Falkirk,  Stirlingshire,  Scotland, 
in  September,  111Z.  Hie  father,  a  staunch  Presbyterian  of 
the  old  school,  with  the  characteristic  ambition  of  Scottish 
parents,  destined  his  son  for  the  church.  With  this 
view  the  old  gentleman  gave  him  a  liberal  education,  and 
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he  went  throagh  the  usual  conrse  at  Glasgow  College, 
where  he  greatly  distiDgniBhed  himself  as  a  classical  scholar. 
The  bent  of  the  young  man's  mind  was  towards  the  medical 
profession,  and  declining  to  enter  the  church,  his  father,, 
doubtless  disappointed  and  annoyed  at  his  hopes  of  seeing 
his  BOD  a  minister  not  being  realized,  rei^ised  Airtber  aid  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  studies.  Mr.  Young,  thereforOr 
directed  his  attention  to  business,  which  he  proeecuted  for 
some  years  in  Qlasgow  with  moderate  success,  but  which 
was  always  distasteful  to  him,  his  habits  being  essentially 
literary — the  only  really  usefU  books  to  which  he  had  an 
aversion  being  those  of  the  counting  house.  His  sagacity, 
however,  and  fitftil  diligence  always  effective  while  it  lasted, 
secured  exemption  from  failure. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  1&.  Young  had  earned  a 
respectable  position,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  a  Miss 
Henry— a  woman  of  remarkable  talent  and  warm  affections 
— by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  leaving  three  sons — William,  now  Sit  William  and 
Chief  Justice  of  !Nova  Scotia,  George,  and  Charles,  cow  a 
Judge  in  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

In  1814,  Mr,  Toung  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  anticipated  a  good  market  for  a  certain  class 
of  goods,  with  a  large  stock  of  which  he  arrived  with  his 
family  in  HaliiHx  on  the  thirtieth  of  April.  The  trade  then 
fioorishing  was,  however,  broken  up  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  continued  afterwards  to  flow  in  its  original  narrow 
channel  at  a  period  when  the  population  of  the  Province  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  aouls,  and  its  reveuuo  was 
not  fifty  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Young,  in  1825,  contested  Hali&x  with  M>.  Charles 
A.  Fairbanks,  but  was  defeated.  His  fHends  and  admirers 
presented  him  on  this  occasion  with  a  handsome  silver  cup 
in  the  form  of  a  thistle  enlivened  with  golden  ears  of  com. 
Mr.  Toung  was,  however,  returned  in  1825  a  member  ibr 
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Sydney,  which  he  continned  to  represent  for  a  Dumber  of 
years,  and  became  at  once  a  leading  member  of  a  house 
which  was  remarkable  for  the  ability  of  many  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  speeches  of  Ur.  Tonng,  muiy  of  wliich  we  have 
read,  folly  soBtaln  the  repntation  he  had  acquired  by  his 
letters  on  agricnltnre,  and  a  pamphlet  which  ho  wrote  when 
in  Glasgow  on  the  rights  of  industry,  which  we  are  informed 
in  an  article  that  appeared  in  Chamber's  "Edinburgh 
Jonmal"  in  1838,  had  a  mariied  effect  dnring  a  time  of 
indostrial  excitement  in  tranqnilizing  the  minds  of  the 
workmen  of  that  large  city. 

In  the  year  1819,  Mr.  Young  porchased  Willow  Park,  a 
Taloable  property  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hali&x,  and  prac- 
tically illustrated  his  agricnltoral  doctrines,  more  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public  than  his  own  fbrtone. 

This  able  and  eminent  man  died  at  Willow  Park  on  tlie 
sixth  of  October,  1837,  in  the  girty-flfth  year  of  bis  age. 
The  preee,  in  announcing  his  death,  said :  "  He  lias  left  very 
few  men  behind  him,  combining  so  much  raried  and  valua- 
ble information  with  the  same  power  to  impart  it  either 
orally  or  through  the  press.  This  is  not  the  place  or  the 
occasion  Ibr  elaborate  criticism  of  his  course  as  a  legislator, 
for  nice  balancing  of  praise  or  censure.  We  feel  that  a 
fine  intellect  has  gone  dowTi  into  the  tomb,  that  an  acute 
and  powertVil  writer,  a  logical  and  eloquent  speaker  is  lost 
to  a  country  where  as  yet  t»iont  is  not  very  abundant, 
and  the  general  mind  of  which  the  deceased  did  much  to 
arouee  and  enlighten;  and  we  cannot  shake  off  the  feeling 
of  sorrow  and  regret  occasioned  by  his  loss."* 

*  An  esteemed  correspondent  has  favored  us  with  the 
following  amusing  incident: — 

In  a  debate  in  Uie  HouBe  of  AsBembly  on  a  grant  of  money  for  the 
importation  of  horaea  for  the  Province,  eereral  members  expNased 
their  opinion  ae  to  the  most  suitable  breed.  John  Young  was  in 
favor  of  horses  for  fsTming  purpoaee,  of  which  he  wae  coneidered  a 
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The  principles  of  drainage  were  not  well  understood  at 
the  time  Agricola  wrote,  and  he  has  only  one  letter  in  the 
collection  before  na  on  the  subject,  but  the  ability  he  brings 
to  bear  on  the  topic  indicates  the  grasp  he  would  have 
taken  of  it,  and  the  energy  and  power  with  which  he  would 
hav«  enforced  ItB  practice,  if  the  scientific  system  which 
was  introduced  a  few  years  afterwards  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Deanston,  had  been  then  known  and  recognised  to  be  of  such 
value  as  its  extonsive  adoption  has  proved  it.  The  only 
system  of  drainage  known  in  the  year  1819  was  that  of 
which  Mr.  Elkington,  a  former  of  "Warwickshire,  waa  the 
discoverer  in  the  year  1763,  and  consisted  of  tapping  springs 
in  clayey  soils  by  means  of  angers.  The  discovery  was 
accidental.  A  portion  of  the  form  owned  by  Mr.  Elkingtou 
was  rendered  almost  useless  by  the  quantity  of  moisture  that 
was  constantly  oozing  from  the  ground.  In  order  to  get 
quit  of  it  Mr.  Elkington  caxised  a  trench  to  be  cut  four  or 
five  feet  deep,  which  foiled  to  reach  the.  subjacent  body  of 
water.  When  meditating  on  the  best  mode  of  effecting  his 
purpose,  one  of  his  servants  came  to  the  field  with  an  iron 
bar  in  his  hand  with  which  he  had  been  fixing  sheep  hur- 
dles, when  his  master  took  the  bar,  and  in  order  to  ascertain 


good  judge.  Jamea  B,  Cniacke  waa  in  (kvor  of  importing  horsee,  half 
blood,  and  in  hie  remRrkB  spoke  Barcaeticall;;  about  tlie  kind  of 
horses  kept  b;  Mr.  Young,  who  lived  at  Willow  Park,  and  which 
ware  occaeionall;  employed  in  driving  agricultural  produce  to  market. 
Ur.  Uniscke  was  an  eloquent  speaker,  gracef^il  in  manner  and  ap- 
pearance, and  b;  his  read;  wit  and  a  sly  allusion  to  Mr.  Touag's 
cabbagee,  turned  the  laugh  of  the  House  against  that  gentleman.  Mrs. 
Uniacke  was  a  lad;  poese«ted  of  a  large  fortune  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  but  happened,  like  man;  of  the  verj  best  of  her  sex,  not  to 
be  remarkable  for  her  beaut;.  Mr.  Young  who  had  sat  dreamil; 
listening  to  Mr.  Uniacke,  b;-Bnd-b;e  rose  to  rep);,  and  with  a  com- 
placent itnile  beaming  on  his  countenance,  said :  "  We,  in  Scotland, 
Mr.  Speaker,  select  our  horses  upon  the  same  principle  that  aom« 
gentlemen  select  their  wives — not  for  their  beaut;  but  for  their 
ilerling  leorlh."  All  eyes  were  immedialel;  on  Mr,  Uniacke,  and 
there  followed  a  universal  buret  of  laughter. 
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the  chftracter  of  the  Boil  below  the  bottom  of  the  ditch 
forcod  it  down  through  clay  aboat  four  feet.  On  withdraw- 
ing it  water  squirted  from  the  hole,  and  flowed  oopioosly  into 
tho  ditfh,  and  by  making  trenches  and  boring  holes  Mr. 
ElkingtoQ  succeeded  in  draining  the  land — increaaing  its 
productive  capabilities  to  a  vast  extent.  The  Elkington 
system  became  popular  in  England,  and  remained  so  for 
many  years  till  superseded  by  Smith's,  whose  superiority 
was  at  once  acknowledged. 

The  art  of  the  drainer  consists  in  improving  the  natural 
ont&lls  by  deepening,  straightening,  or  embanking  rivers, 
and  by  supplementing  them  when  necessary  lij  artificial 
canals  and  ditches,  and  also  in  ireeing  the  soil  and  subsoil 
from  stagnant  water  by  means  of  artificial  underground 
channels.  Smith  had  the  sagacity  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
the  suggestions  of  Captain  Blithe,  a  writer  who  had  floor- 
ished  two  centuries  ago,  and  recommended  that  instead  of 
endeavouring  to  dry  extensive  areas  by  a  few  cuts,  every 
field  which  needed  draining  should  have  a  complete  system 
of  nndergronnd  channels  running  in  the  line  of  the  greatest 
slope  of  the  ground ;  that  the  drains  should  be  separated  by 
ten  feet  as  a  minimum,  and  forty  as  a  maximum  distance ; 
that  the  depth  should  be  thirty  inches,  to  be  filled  in  to  the 
extent  of  twelve  inches  with  stones  small  enough  to  pass 
through  a  three  inch  ring.  From  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
and  carting  stones  of  the  required  size,  tiles  and  soles  of 
burned  earthenwaro  were  substituted,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Tweedale  having  invented  a  tile-making  machme,  the  pro- 
duction of  tiles  was  rendered  comparatively  easy.  Ex- 
perience taught  the  lesson  that  in  many  cases  thirty  inches 
was  too  small  a  depth,  and  that  four  feet  as  a  rule  was  the 
proper  depth.  In  Britain  it  has  been  found  that  a  vast 
amount  of  money  has  been  expended  almost  uselessly  in 
making  too  shallow  draius.  We  would,  therefore,  earnestly 
recommend  oar  Nova  Scotia  formers  when  they  drain  to 
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make  thorough  work  of  it,  by  not  making  their  drains  less 
than  three  foet  and  a  half  in  depth.  Ab  to  the  distance  by 
which  they  ought  to  bo  separated,  eighteen  feet  is  regarded 
in  the  case  of  retentJTe  clays  as  the  proper  apace.  It  is 
only  with  a  decided  porosity  in  the  subeoil  that  the  distance 
can  be  increased  to  twenty-four  or  thirty  feet. 

The  importance  attached  by  the  British  Parliament  to  a 
«yatem  of  thorough  draining  is  proved  by  the  circomstance 
-that  in  the  year  1846  a  series  of  Acta  were  passed  by  which, 
under  judicious  reatrictiona,  four  million  poonds  sterling 
were  vof«d  to  land  owners,  to  be  devoted  to  the  draining 
of  their  lands,  the  IncloBore  Commissioners  being  entrusted 
with  the  allocation  of  the  money,  and  superintendence  of  its 
outlay.  The  most  important  provisIonB  of  the  Act  were  that 
it  enabled  possessors  of  entailed  estates  equally  with  others 
to  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  flind ;  that  it  provided  on  terms 
fevorable  to  the  borrower  for  the  repayment  of  the  money 
80  advanced  by  twenty-two  annual  instalments ;  that  before 
sanctioning  the  expenditure  of  the  money  the  commiasion- 
era  were  to  have  a  report  from  a  qualified  inspector  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  remunerative ;  and  finally, 
that  the  work  was  to  be  performed  according  to  specifica- 
tions prepared  by  the  inspector  and  approved  by  the  com- 
missioDers,  who  seldom  allowed  less  depth  of  drain  than 
three  and  a  half  feet. 

Since  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  letters  of  "  Agri- 
cola,"  thorough  draining  has  been  practised  to  such  an 
«ztent  in  Britain,  that  there  is  now  almost  no  farm  with  any 
pretentions  to  superior  cnltiTation  which  has  not  been  sub- 
jected to  it ;  and  though  many  millions  of  pounds  have  thus 
been  expended,  the  returns  have  proved  highly  remunera- 
tive. Scotland,  with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
draining,  and  ever  foremost  in  the  career  of  agricultural  im- 
provement, secured  half  the  amount  voted  by  Parliament, 
and  the  whole  of  the  five  millions  of  pounds  had  beui  allo- 
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cated  in  the  y«ar  18&1;  the  peivcentage  charged  on  the  loan 
being  six  and  a  half.* 

If  Lord  Z^honsie  was  zealous  in  the  matter  of  agriculture, 
he  was  equally  so  in  the  matter  of  education.  Before,  how- 
ever, referring  to  his  efforts  in  that  direction,  it  may  be 
proper  briefly  to  review  the  progress  made  iu  Airnishing  the 
colonies  with  the  means  of  educational  training. 

To  Uie  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Ports — connected  with  the  Church  of  England — belongs  the 
honor  of  mahing  the  first  effort  to  educate  the  people. 
Shortly  after  the  settlement  of  Hali&x,  schools  were  estab- 
lished in  varions  sections  of  the  Province,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Society,  As  early  as  the  year  1768  the  Governor  and 
Council  submitted  a  plan  for  a  collegiate  school  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  with  the  view  of  procuring  aid, 
who,  while  declining  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  eatablieh- 
mcnt  of  the  proposed  institution,  promised  liberal  aid  when 
it  should  be  set  on  foot.  In  the  following  year  a  committee 
was  formed  in  Halifoz  for  the  purpose  of  corresponding  with 
the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  consisting  of  the 
Governor,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Pro- 
vince, who  proposed  that  the  allowance  made  to  the  Society's 
schoolmasters  should   be  withdrawn,  and  devoted  to  the 

*  Dr.  J.  W.  Dawson,  in  his  excellent  book  published  in  1866,  and 
entitled  "  Contribations  Towards  the  ImprovemeDt  of  Agriculture  in 
Nova  Scotia,"  gives  a  quotation  on  draining  from  "  Norton's  Elements 
of  Scientific  Draining,"  in  which  from  thirtj  to  thirtf-siz  inches  of 
depth  in  drains  is  recommended.  British  experience  has,  however, 
proved  that  thirtj-ais  inches  is  not,  in  manj  caeee,  a  sate  depth.  Dr. 
Dawson's  work  should  be  in  the  hands  of  ever;  farmer  in  the  Pro- 
vince. It  ia  clear  and  simple  in  style,  and  convejs  in  a  pleasing  form 
a  very  great  deal  of  useful  information  within  a  comparaCivelj  limited 
space— just  saoh  a  book  as  one  spcciali;  intended  for  &rmers  ought 
to  be. 

The  Legislature  of  Ontario  passed  an  act  in  1872  to  provide  for  the 
eonstruclion  of  Drainage  works,  and  to  authorize  the  investment  of 
certain  moneys  in  delentnree  to  be  issued  for  the  construction  of  such 
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support  of  a  public  seminar;,  believiiig  that  the  faaia 
could  be  BO  enlarged  by  liberal  contributions  front  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  the  Province,  as  to  beoome  an  ample 
support  for  a  gentleman  of  learning  and  reepeotabilitj  to 
engage  in  the  work.  The  town  of  Windsor  was  considered 
the  most  suitable  place  for  the  seminary,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed the  pupils  would  be  exposed  to  fewer  temptations 
than  in  Halifax.  The  Society,  for  various  reasons,  declined 
to  alter  their  plans,  and  the  project  was,  therefore,  held  in 
abeyuice. 

In  the  year  ITSO  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
was  appointed  to  considw  a  proposal  for  the  establishment 
of  a  public  school  iu  Halifuc,  who  recommended  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  pounds  should  be  vot«d  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  in  the  town;  that  one 
hundred  pounds  be  voted  as  annual  salary  for  a  t«acher,  and 
fifty  pounds  for  an  assistant, — which  recommendations  were 
adopted  by  the  House. 

In  the  year  llSt  the  scheme  for  a  collegiate  school  was 
revived,  when  the  LegiaUture  took  up  the  matter  and  passed 
a  series  of  resoliitions  based  on  a  report  of  a  Committee  o£  thu 
House,  by  which  it  was  determined  to  establish  a  seminary 
at  Windsor,  for  instmcting  the  rising  generation  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  sound  literature  and  the  Christian  religion,  and 
giving  it  a  liberal  education.  Provision  was  accordingly 
made,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  an 
exemplary  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  well 
skilled  in  classical  learning,  divinity,  moral  philosophy,  and 
the  belles  lettres,  as  Principal ;  and  a  sum  of  one  hundred 
poundsa  year  for  a  Professor  of  Mathematics.  Thisacademy 
was  accordingly  opened,  by  the  English  bishop,  on  the  first 
of  November,  1788.  In  the  following  year  a  proposition  for 
the  erection  of  a  college  was  submitted  to  the  Assembly,  who 
voted  four  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  year  in  perpetuity, 
besides  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the 
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college.  To  these  were  added  three  thonsand  pounda  voted  by 
the  British  Honse  of  ComiaonB  at  different  timea ;  Mr.  Onui- 
Tiile  intimating  His  Majesty's  intention  of  granting  a  Boyal 
Charter  to  the  college.  John  Inglis,  son  of  Dr.  CharlM 
Inglifl,  the  first  Bishop  appointed  to  Nova  Scotia,  when  a 
young  man,  went  to  England  in  the  year  1800,  and  was  en- 
tmated  with  the  advocacy  of  the  interests  of  the  college,  and 
discharged  the  duty  zealously  and  ably.  A  charter  was 
accordingly  obtained  in  Kay,  1802,  with  an  additional  grant 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  which  was  continued  annually  till 
the  year  1834. 

Notwithstanding  remonBtrances  from  various  quarters  the 
Governors  persisted  in  making  subscription  to  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  of  the  Church  of  England  a  condition  of  matri- 
culation. One  of  its  bye-lawa  was  as  follows :  "  No  member 
of  the  University  shall  frequent  the  Somish  mass,  or  the 
meeting  houses  of  f  resbyterians,  Baptists  or  Uethodists,  or 
the  conventicles  or  places  of  worship  of  any  other  dissenters 
ttom  the  Church  of  England,  or  where  divine  service  shall 
not  be  performed  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  or  shall  be  present  at  any  seditious  or  rebellions 
meeting."  The  bishop,  who  was  a  liberal-minded  man,  dis- 
approved of  this  very  objectionable  law,  and  submitted  a 
written  protest  against  its  adoption,  which  Judge  Crobe — 
a  very  bigoted  man,  who  was  administrator  of  the  Province 
on  several  occasions  during  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenants 
Oovemor,  and  whose  policy  in  money  matters  indicated  an 
incorrigible,  selfish  and  grasping  spirit^prevented  the  printer 
ttoja  pasting  on  the  blank  leaf  of  the  statutes.  The  protest 
and  statutes  were,  however,  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  through  the  Bev.  John  Inglis,  the 
bishop's  son,  and  His  Grace  determined  to  expunge  the 
obnoxious  law,  by  which  dissenters  were  prevented  from 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  an  institution  supported  from  the 
British  and  Provincial  ftinds.    Some  members  of  the  Board 
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of  Governors  prevented  the  circulation  of  the  law  as  altered, 
and  the  prejadice  of  the  pablio  mind  against  the  college  con- 
tinued. 

The  exclusion  of  dissenters  from  Windsor  College  formed 
a  jnet  ground  of  complaint,  and  led  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Uo- 
Culloch,  Presbyterian  minister,  to  propose,  in  the  year  1805, 
the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  higher  branches  of 
education,  open  to  members  of  all  denominations ;  but  he 
found  it  imp(»6ible  to  carry  out  his  plan.  He,  therefore, 
fbunded  an  Academy  which  proved  so  successfril  that  in  the 
year  1816,  a  society  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
an  tnetitulion  which  might  afford  to  dissenters  educational 
advanti^es  similar  to  those  enjoyed  by  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  at  Windsor.  With  the  concurrence  of 
the  predecessor  of  Lord  Dalhousie-^ir  JoLu  C.  Sherbrook^— 
an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  by  the  trustera,  but 
when  the  bill,  which  had  passed  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
came  to  be  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Council,  they  iK 
eerted  a  clause  which  provided  that  the  trustees  and  teachers 
should  be  members  of  the  English,  or  Presbyterian  church,, 
which  was  tantamoant  to  making  the  institution  entirely 
dependent  for  support  on  the  Presbyterians,  which  then  had 
only  about  twenty  congregations  in  the  entire  Province. 
The  trustees,  being  energetic  men,  succeeded  in  raising  one 
thousand  pounds  for  the  erection  of  a  building,  which  waa 
afterwards  known  as  the  Pictou  Academy.  Application  waa 
then  made  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  permanent  aid, 
which  was  granted  without  almost  any  opposition ;  bnt  tha 
Council,  whilst  voting  a  certain  sum  from  year  to  year,  re- 
frised  to  make  it  permanent.  Thus  the  question  continued  to 
come  up  yearly  with  invariably  the  same  result,  the  Aasem- 
bly's  decision  as  to  permanency  being  rejected  by  the  Coun- 
cil. In  the  meantime  Dr.  McCulloch  fongbt  manflilly  for 
the  Academy,  and  conducted'it  with  spirit  and  efficiency.. 
"  During  the  whole  time  of  bis  continuance  with  the  Aca— 
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demy,"  writes  the  Bav.  George  PatterBon,  of  Fictou,  "  ho 
taught  logic,  moral  phllofiophy  tmd  natural  philoeophy,  there 
being  only  one  other  professor  who  tanght  the  claogios 
«nd  mathematics.  Diveree  as  the  bnmchea  were  which  he 
tanght,  he  taught  them  all.  I  have  since  had  an  opportanity 
of  knowing  something  of  the  profbssors  of  Edinburgh  Uai- 
versity,  but  never  till  I  saw  them  did  I  know  die  real 
greatness  of  Dr.  UcCullocb.  There  were  men  there  who,  m 
a  particular  department  to  which  they  had  chiefly  direoted 
their  attention,  would  have  doubtless  excelled  him,  auoh  as 
Hamilton  in  metaphysics,  &c.,  but  there  was  no  man  in  that 
UniverMty  who  could  have  made  tlie  same  appearance  in 
all  the  braophee  tanght.  He  was,  in  Act,  a  perfect  Satatui 
AeadtnUwt.  He  could  have  taken  any  branch  included  in 
the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Theolc^y,  and  even  some  reckoned 
under  the  Facolty  of  Medicine,  such  as  chemistry  and  natural 
itiBborj,  and  taught  them  in  a  respeotable  and  efficient  nuui- 
ai^.  Ton  may  think  this  exaggeration  iVom  the  partiality 
«f  an  old  pupil,  but  Pr.  Dawson  of  UcGill  College,  expreaaod 
to  me  some  years  ago  in  Edinburgh,  the  same  views.  I 
xoay  add  that  bis  intellect  was  of  that  peculiar  clearness 
;that  whatev^  he  knew,  he  knew  accurately  and  distinctly. 
It  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  obeoure." 

In  the  year  1811,  an  Act  was  passed  to  establish  grammar 
schools  in  Sydney,  Comberluid,  King's,  Qooen's,  Lunen- 
borg,  Annt^Ua  and  Shelbume  counties,  and  in  the  districts 
of  Coh^ester,  Piston  and  Yarmouth.  The  teacher  was  to 
receive  a  hnadred  pounds  &om  the  treasury,  and  his  aaeist- 
aat  fifty  pounds  in  cases  where  the  number  of  scholars  was 
-over  thirty.  An  Act  was  also  passed  granting  aid  to  com- 
-mou  schools,  providing  far  the  payment  of  one  hundred 
-dollu^  in  ««y  settlement  of  oot  lass  than  thir^  bmilies,  and 
in  which  two  hnudred  dollars  were  raised  by  assessment  fbr 
Aohool  purposes.  • 

The  Sari  of  Dalhousie  oo  hia  arrival  in  the  Province  made 
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bimself  acquainted  with  the  laws  by  which  Windsor  College 
^raa  regulated,  and  dieapproying  of  the  unwiae  reatrioUoDs 
impoNed,  reBolved  to  found  a  college  in  Halifax  od  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Scottish  UDivenitie^,  where  joang  men  of  all 
-denominations  might  hare  the  benefits  of  a  good  edncatioa. 
Dnring  the  American  war,  Oastine,  in  the  Stat«  of  Maine, 
had  been  captured  hy  the  British  forces  and  held  for  a  oon- 
eiderable  time.  The  revenue  derived,  in  conseqaenoe,  from 
duties  had  amounted,  after  paying  expenses,  to  ten  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Of  this  sum  the  Barl  pro- 
posed that  one  thousand  pounds  should  be  set  apart  for  a 
garrison  library,  that  three  thousand  ehontd  be  applied  in 
building  a  college,  leaving  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  for  the  endowment  of  the  college.  Aa  trnetees 
he  propOBed  the  LieutenantGovernor,  the  Chief  Justice,  the 
Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, the  Frovicoiat  Treasurer,  and  the  minister  of  the  Soot- 
tiah  Church  in  Holi&z.  The  proposition  was  approved  by 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  the  House  of  Assembly  voted  sums 
at  different  times  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  three  thousand 
pounds  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  five  thousand 
pounds  as  a  loan  to  aid  the  ooUege.  Ailer  the  building  was 
finished,  about  eight  thousand  pounds  remained  For  invest- 
ment on  interest.  Before  the  institution  could  be  put  in 
active  operation,  Lord  Dalhousie  had  left  to  assume  the  Gov* 
emorship  of  Lower  Canada.  The  governors  of  the  rival 
colleges,  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  both  conld  not 
prosper  sepM^tely,  resolved  to  take  measures  for  effecting  a 
union.  A  conibrenoe  was  acoordingly  held,  consisting  on  the' 
one  hand  of  the  governors  of  Sing's  College,  and  on  the 
other,  as  representatives  of  Dalhousie  College,  of  9.  G.  W. 
Archibald,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  Hon.  Ifiohaiel 
"Wallace,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province.  These  gentlemen 
acoordingly  prepared  a  report  in  which  the  basis  o(  union 
waa  embodied.    The  new  college  "wae  t«  be  in  HsUihx,  and 
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desigoated,  "  The  United  Colleges  of  Sing's  and  Dalhoaeie." 
The  governors  "^ere  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  King's  Col- 
lege, with  the  addition  of  the  Treaaorer  of  the  Province. 
The  Patron  was  to  be  the  Archbishop  of  Oanterbniy ;  the 
college  to  consist  of  three  or  more  Fellows ;  three  or  more 
public  professors,  and  twelve  or  more  scholars.  The  internal 
government  of  the  college  was  to  be  vested  in  the  Preeideot 
and  Fellows  exclusively.  The  President  was  to  be  a  clergy- 
men of  the  Church  of  England  in  f\ill  orders,  and  must  have 
taken  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arte,  or  Bachelor  in  Civil  Law 
in  the  regular  manner  in  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Dublin,  en- 
King's  and  Dalhousie.  The  public  professors  were  to  be 
chosen  by  the  governors  upon  eatisfootory  proof  of  stiffioient 
qualification,  without  respect  to  their  country  or  oniversity. 
There  was  to  be  an  entire  union  of  the  lands,  monies  and 
i^inds  of  the  two  colleges,  and  all  bequests  and  donations 
which  heretofore  liad  been  made  or  given  to  either  of  the 
said  colleges,  was  to  become  the  property  of  the  united  col- 
leges. 

Suck  were  the  leading  conditions  on  which  the  proposed 
union  was  to  be  effected.  They  were  forwarded  to  Lord 
Dalhousie,  who,  on  a  deliberate  consideration  of  them,  wrote 
a  letter  to  Sir  James  Kempt,  the  Lieatenant-Oovernor  of 
Kova  Scotia,  which  completely  neutralized  insinuations 
which  were  too  widely  circulated  that  in  founding  a  new 
college  he  was  hostile  to  King's  College,  and  ambitious  to 
have  his  name  permanently  associated  with  a  colonial  seat 
of  learning.  "  I  have  always,"  he  wrote,  "  declared  It  my 
sole  object  in  the  foundation  of  the  Halifax  college  to  obtain 
education  to  all  classes  in  Nova  Scotia  and  adjoining  Pro- 
vinces, but  particularly  those  tbat  are  excluded  fVom  King's 
College,  Windsor,  by  the  roles  of  that  institution.  By  the 
proposal  of  the  paper  I  have  now  received,  I  think  my  ob- 
ject is  obtained  as  tatty  as  could  be  desired.  The  removal 
<i£  the  institution  to  Hali&x,  open  lectures  in  collie,  in- 
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straction  and  honora — with  the  exception  of  charch  degrees — 
&ee  to  dissenters  of  all  classes,  ttre  the  advantages  that  were 
looked  for  by  a  college  at  Hali&x ;  and  I  am  truly  happy  to 
learn  that  these  are  not  considered  to  be  altogether  incoD- 
sistent  with  the  primary  object  of  King's  College.  The 
government  of  the  college  cannot  be  placed  more  advan- 
tageously than  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  patron  and 
visitor  of  King's.  The  constitution  and  internal  government 
are  equally  tmexceptionable,  provided  that  the  toleration 
«ont«mplat«d  in  that  of  Hali&x  be  secured.  If  these  proposals 
shall  be  finally  approved,  I  think  the  very  character  and 
name  of  Dalhonsio  College  should  at  once  be  lost  in  that  of 
the  other,  so  that  the  styl^  of  King's  College  should  alone 
be  known  and  looked  np  to." 

The  draft  of  a  bill  embodying  the  agreement  to  which  the 
joint  commit«e  had  come,  was  prepared  by  the  Attomey- 
6eneral,  and  approved  by  Lord  Dalhousie.  Copies  of  the 
draft  were  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  latter  disapproved 
of  the  onion,  and  Br.  Inglis,  having  obt^ned  liberal  oontrl- 
butions  in  England  towards  the  support  of  the  college,  iis 
governors  became  cool  in  the  matter  of  union,  so  that  no 
ftirther  steps  were  at  that  time  taken  to  effect  its  consum- 
mation. 

Four  years  afterwards  the  question  of  union  came  to  be 
discussed,  in  consequence  of  debates  occurring  in  the  House 
of  Assembly  on  a  proposal  to  make  the  yearly  grant  of  five 
hundred  pounds  to  the  Pictou  Academy  permanent  like  that 
of  the  college  of  Windsor.  It  was  also  proposed,  by  certain 
parties,  to  withdraw  the  five  thousand  pounds  voted  as  a  loan 
to  Dalhousie  College,  and  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the 
Colonies  was  perplexed  by  petitions  and  representations 
made  by  the  contending  factions.  The  most  satis^to/y 
solution  of  the  difficulty  which  occurred  to  the  Homo 
'Government  was  the  union  of  the  two  collies — one  first- 
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rate  fldncational  iuBtitation  being  deemed  quite  eofficient  fbr 
a  Province  -ffilh  bo  limited  a  population.  Sncfa  was  ths- 
opinion  of  Sir  George  Horray,  the  Secretary  of  State  tot  ih»' 
Colomes,  in  1829,  and  such  waa  the  opinion  of  Lord  Qodericfa, 
who  succeeded  him,  and  who,  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  not 
a  few  Not*  Sootiani,  regarded  the  Assembly  as  idone  com- 
petent to  deaide  B9  to  Uie  constitution  of  the  United  Collies. 
He  thne  wrote  in  reply  to  an  application  ibr  the  continuance 
of  the  grantof  one  thousand  pounds  to  King's  College,  which 
was  tiireatened  to  be  withdrawn ;  "  Had  the  resources 
available  for  the  support  of  the  college  at  Windsor  hem  such 
as  to  admit  of  its  being  carried  on  as  at  present,  I  ehonld 
certainly  have  abstained  &om  recommending  any  change, 
but  as  this  is  not  the  case,  as  it  most  neoewkrily  be 
dependent  on  the  libwality  of  the  Legislature,  I  think  it  is 
Hnfortnnate  that  ^e  governors  have  declared  beforehand 
their  intention  of  not  agreeing  to  a  union  with  Dalhousio 
College,  except  upon  terms  to  which  it  is  not  probable  tliat 
the  assent  of  the  Legiiilature  would  be  given.  Sni^osing 
it  to  be  admitted  that  it  would  be  desirable,  if  possible,  to 
have  a  college  constituted  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Board  of  Oovemors,  atill,  ^rtien  the  means  do  not  exist  of 
giving  effect  to  their  wishes  in  this  respect ;  when  the  exir 
tence  of  any  college  whatever  depends  upon  their  own 
notions  of  what  would  be  most  advisable,  being  in  some 
particulars  departed  iVom,  it  appears  to  me  that  such  a  con- 
ceeeion  ^ould  be  made.  As,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  that 
a  coU^e  should  be  established  without  the  aseicrtance  of  the 
Legislature,  I  dicmld  hope  that  the  Governors  of  the  two  exist- 
ing institutions  would  consent  to  leave  to  the  Legislature— 
which  can  beet  judge  of  what  is  required  for  the  interest  of 
the  Province — the  task  of  determining  what  is  to  be  the 
constitution  of  the  new  establishment.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  cannot  doubt  but  the  Assembly,  if  their  discretion  on  this 
point  was  left  unfettered,  would  see  the  advantage  of  making 
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ample  provisioD  for  the  support  of  a  place  of  liberal  ednca- 
tioD  j  and  woiild  likewise  consent  to  the  appointment  of 
thofie  who  will  lose  the  sitnationa  they  hold  in  the  college 
at  Windsor  to  similar  sitnatione  in  that  which,  I  tnut,  will 
be  cr6at«d,"  These  enggestione  were  not,  however,  ap- 
proved by  the  Governors  of  King's  College. 

It  18  to  be  regretted  that  the  proposed  noion  had  not  been 
effected.  King's  College  has  done  good  service  to  the 
Province,  bat  the  question  as  to  whether  Nova  Scotia  can 
adequately  maintun  two  colleges  is  not  one  which  admits 
of  discoeeion.  Svery  student  can  testify  that  he  leame 
qnite  as  much  from  his  fellow-students  as  from  his  profes- 
sional teachers.  Hence  the  importance  of  large  classes, 
where  a  great  variety  of  ideas  is  interchanged,  and  a  spirit 
of  emulation  filtered.  It  may  be  truly  said  that  as  iron 
Bharpenetb  iron  so  does  the  intellect  of  a  man  tliat  of  hl» 
fi^end.  The  writer  may  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope 
that  the  courtship  between  King's  and  Dalhonsie  may  be 
speedily  renewed,  and  a  happy  nnion  consnmmated. 

Any  record  of  educational  movements  In  the  Province 
which  did  not  contain  an  allusion  to  the  labors  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ter Bromley  would  be  extremely  deflt-ient — a  gentleman 
who  proved  himself  a  most  persevering,  laborious,  and  emi- 
nently BucceesfU  teacher.  Mr,  Bromley  esfAbliahed  in 
Halifhx  a  school  in  July,  1813,  on  Lancaster's  system,  in 
which  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  and  geogra- 
phy were  efficiently  taught.  Girls  were  taught  every  kind 
of  needle-work,  and  a  room  was  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of 
training  them  in  the  arts  of  carding  and  spinning  wool,  and 
of  dressing  and  spinning  flax.  With  this  energetic  teacher 
there  was  no  day  of  reet,  for  be  was  the  first  to  begin  Sab- 
bath School  work  in  the  Province,  which  he  personally 
superintended,  and  which  proved  so  successful  that  the 
people  of  Pictou  founded  a  Sabbath  School  in  the  year  1817, 
and  in  March,  1822,  formed  a  society  for  the  promulgation 
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of  the  system  in  the  eaalem  part  of  the  Province.  In  a 
year  after  the  formation  of  the  society  twenty-nine  Sabbath 
Scbools  were  in  operation,  in  which  about  a  thousand  yoang 
poreons  received  inatruction. 

Deeming  the  system  of  Provincial  road  masagement  de- 
fective, Lord  Dalhousie  proposed  improvements  in  a  message 
to  the  House.  He  desired  to  see  the  management  central- 
ized, disapproving  of  a  large  number  of  commLssioDers.  He 
wished  the  law,  by  which  no  one  commissioner  should  have 
the  disposal  of  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  of  road 
money,  to  be  abrogated,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  great 
roads  to  be  entrusted  to  the  Council,  while  the  money 
intended  for  the  cross  roads  should  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  the  Grand  Juries. 
Ho  proposed  that  the  tools  sho.nld  be  provided  by  the  conn' 
ties,  and  that  commissioners  should  be  empowered  to  act 
for  one  year.  These  suggestions  were  coldly  received  by 
Ihe  House. 

In  perusing  the  records  of  the  Province,  one  is  struck 
^th  t^e  liberal  road  grants  made  fh>m  year  to  year,  and 
nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  if  the  money  had  been 
honestly  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  voted,  and 
the  legal  amount  of  statute  labor  faithfully  performed, 
Nova  Scotia  should  at  this  day  be  in  poHsession  of  as  fine 
roads  as  any  country  either  in  Europe  or  on  this  continent 
But  the  management  has  been  degenerating  from  year  to 
year  till  it  has  culminated  in  a  gigantic  system  of  political 
■corruption  in  the  conduct  of  which  perjury  has  come,  in 
many  cases,  to  be  regarded  as  no  crime— the  system  being 
A  nuisance  to  every  man  in  the  Province  whose  moral 
instincte  are  in  a  healtliy  condition.  About  one  hundred 
:and  seventy  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  Amds  are  voted 
■annually  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  entrusted  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly.  These  gentlemen  are  immediately  beset 
Jby  patriote  who  have  made  Uiemselves  useful  at  election 
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time,  and  the  moDey  is  distributed  amongst  them  on  a 
sworn  declaration  that  a  certain  amount  of  work  has  been 
done.  There  is  no  responsible  snrveyor  for  each  county  to 
report  aa  to  the  repairs  required,  or  any  of  those  precaa- 
tions  taken  that  sane  men  regard  as  abeolately  necessary 
in  the  conduct  of  their  own  business,  to  protect  them  from 
imposition.  For  every  one  that  receives  this  political  sop 
half  a  dozen  of  the  honorable  member's  supporters  are 
offended,  and  even  the  recipients  of  the  grants  grumble 
because  the  appropriations  are  not  l&rger.  The  -^aaembly 
might  devote  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Province  to  roads 
and  bridges,  making,  ae  at  present,  the  perfornumce  of  the 
work  entirely  dependent  on  the  oath  of  the  contractors,  and 
the  people  of  the  Province  wonld  find  from  year  to  year  no 
improvement  in  the  service.  The  most  sacred  of  obligations 
in  connection  with  the  road  service  has  come  to  be  regarded 
as  a  demoralizing  sham.  Uillions  of  pounds  are  expended 
on  railways  and  public  buildings  without  any  oaths  being 
required,  and  the  sooner  they  are  dispensed  with  in  connec- 
tion with  road  work  the  better.  What  is  wanted  ia-good 
work  done  for  good  money  p^d. 

Another  subject  to  which  Lord  Dalhousie  called  attention 
was  the  necessity  for  a  survey  of  the  Province  to  which  the 
House  paid  no  attention,  at  which  omission,  as  we  shall 
see,  his  lordship  was  ranch  offended.  tTpwards  of  fifty 
years  have  elapsed  since  tbia  subject  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House,  hat  the  work  has  not  yet  been  done. 
The  public  domain  is  considered  of  snffieient  importance  to 
require  a  separate  public  department  conducted  at  a  very 
large  expense.  But  the  crown  lands  were  never  systemati- 
cally surveyed  with  the  view  of  having  in  the  Crown  Land 
office  a  record  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  land  for  sale  in 
each  county.  It  were  vain  to  urge  the  necessity  for  such 
a  survey.  It  must  be  apparent  to  the  dullest  intellect,  and 
that  the  work  has  not  been  done  is'an  anomaly  as  difficult 
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to  be  acconnted   fbr  as  the  miBappropriation  of  the  road 
money. 

The  Aesembty,  desirotte  of  mai^Dg  ita  appreciation  of  the 
services  rendered  to  the  country  by  Lord  DalhonBie,  voted  a 
star  and  Bword  to  his  Lordship.  An  address  was  accordingly 
presented  by  the  Speaker  and  the  whole  House,  and  he 
BTgnifled  his  gratefnl  acceptance  of  the  honor  on  condition 
of  His  Majesty's  approval  being  obtained ;  but  when  his 
Lordship  found  that  the  Assembly  did  not  give  legal  effect 
to  the  leading  measift^B  of  his  administration,  he  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  dated  the  thirteenth  April,  1820,  in 
which  he  expressed  regret  as  to  the  natnre  of  the  communi- 
cation he  had  now  to  make  in  consequence  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tiie  laet  Session.  His  attention  since  he  prorogued 
the  Afisemhly  had  been  directed  to  the  more  deliberate  con- 
Bderation  of  the  results  of  these  proceedings.  Having 
rested  confident  of  the  same  support  which,  till  now,  he  had 
received,  it  was  with  great  surprise  and  mortification  he 
observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  one  part  of  the  leading 
measures  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  House  had  beeo 
altogether  passed  over  —  he  meant  the  survey  of  the 
Province.  Ik  the  next  place,  that  the  allowance  granted 
last  year  for  the  inspection  of  the  miiitja,  this  year  inclnded 
as  part  of  the  civil  list  public  expense,  had  been  entirely 
omitt«d;  and  in  the  third  place  that  the  House,  casting 
aside  the  long  established  foms  of  returning  answers  to  the 
special  messages  of  the  Bxetrative  Government,  had  shown 
a  disposition  to  disregard  the  prerogative  rights,  and  the 
respect  due  to  that  first  branch  of  the  conslitutional  legis- 
lature. Withost  going  into  any  inquiry,  and  without  any 
delay  of  time,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  express  through  the 
Speaker  to  the  House,  that  such  conduct  could  not  rest 
unnoticed,  although  it  might  be  guarded  against  in  fiitare ; 
but  the  chief  motive  which  now  pressed  him  to  address  the 
Speaker  before  the  dissolution  of  the  Assembly,  arose  out  of 
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thcraddress  of  the  Honae,  whicb  was  presented  to  him  by 
the  Speaker  and  [the  members  in  a  body,  espreseing 
approval  of  his  condaet,  and  reqaesting  his  acceptance  of 
a  moet  magnifipent  testimonial  of  regard.  He  coald  have 
on  hesitation  in  thanking  the  Honse  of  Assembly  for  this 
honor,  and  |»omised  to  solicit  the  gracious  permiasion  of 
his  Sovereign  to  receive  the  testimtmial  thwein  desmbed, 
but  when  h«  found  the  leading  measures  of  his  adminiatra- 
titHt  rejected  and  soppreased  in  a  manner  disgracflAil  to  the 
high  station  in  -which  he  was  placed,  at  the  very  moment, 
too,  when  those  gifts  of  approbation  were  tendered  to  him, 
his  duty  to  his  king,  his  duty  to  the  Province,  and  above 
all,  the  earnest  regard  he  had  to  his  own  personal  honor 
equally  forbade  the. acceptance  of  the  testimonial  voted;  he 
therefore  now  retracted  the  answer  which  he  gave  without 
Bospicion  that  snoh  circnntstanccB  could  possibly  exist,  and 
he  hereby,  with  all  due  respect,  desired  to  decline  the  offer, 
*  and  to  consider  it  of  no  effect  whatever.  He  concluded 
by  requesting  that  his  letter  might  be  communicated  to  the 
members  of  Assembly  in  the  form  most  suitable  to  the 
estaUished  rules  of  the  House,  and  to  that  respect  which  he 
had  always  felt  and  expressed  towards  th«n. 

Mot  withe  taad  Log  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  GoTernor,  the 
Assembly  and  the  people  ap]»«ciated  the  dicinterMted 
motives  by  <<rtiich  he  was  actuated,  as  proved  by  his  recep- 
tion when  he  visited  the  Province  three  years  after  his 
departure  to  assume  the  Governorship  of  Lower  Canada. 
He  arrived  in  Halifax,  &om  Quebec,  on  the  third  of  July, 
1823,  when  an  address  was  presented  to  him  by  the  Sheriff, 
J.  T.  Chipman,  from  the  ma^stratee  and  inhabitants  ttf  the 
town.  Be  was  also  entertained  at  a  public  dinner  and  ball, 
which  were  numerously  attended  by  the  ikte  of  the  Pro- 
vince.  His  Lordship  was  certainly  one  of  the  moet  able  and 
practically  us^l  Govemora  to  whom  its  administration  baa. 
be«i  entrusted. 
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condemnatory  of  hie  faith— The  Home  Government  petitioned 
to  dispense  vrith  the  declaration  against  Roman  Catholicism- 
Sir  JameB  Eempt's  road  policy— Sir  James  Kempt  receives  the 
Govemorebip  of  Canada— Appointment  of  Sir  Peregrine  Haitland 
as  Lieutenant-Governor — John  A.Barrf, Member  for  Shelburne, 
censured  by  the  House  for  improper  language  during  deb»le— 
He  refuses  to  make  an  apology— Is  suspended  by  the  House- 
Barry  chaises  the  committee  with  tklsehood- Is  committed  to  , 
prison,  and  rescued  by  the  mob— The  editors  of  the  "  Acadian 
Recorder,"  and  "Free  Press"  reproved  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly-Origin of  quit  rents  —  Dispute  between  the  Council 
and  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  brandy  duties 
—Opening  of  the  House  of  Assembly— Speech  by  the  Gov 
emor— Renewal  of  the  brandy  dispute— Sketch  of  the  Rev, 
Dr.  James  Hacgr^or— Formation  of  Temperance  Societies  in  the 
Province— Firstapplicatjon  of  steam  in  the  Province— The  Halifox 
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The  Hon.  T,  N.  Jeffsey  appointed  Administrator  of  the  Qovem- 
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Om  the  first  of  June,  1820,  Lieutenaiit  General  Sir  James 
Kempt,  G.O.B,  Birived  in  Halifiix  from  England,  to  take 
the  place  of  Lord  Dalhousie.  In  order  to  obtain  information 
respecting  the  Province  he  made  a  tour  to  the  western  por- 
don  of  it  in  antnmn,  and  was  otherwise  most  oasidaons  in 
preparing  himself  for  his  gabematorial  duties. 

The  British  Government  having  resolved  to  annex  the 
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island  of  Cape  Breton  to  Nova  Scotia,  addreaeed  a  despatch 
to  the  Lieatenaot,  dated  the  fiileenth  of  Aagoet,  1820, 
jnetmctiDg  him  to  consider  the  meaanres  aecesBary  to  give 
effect  to  HiB  Mi^oety's  wishes.  He  was  to  issue  write  for 
the  election  of  two  members  for  the  county  of  Cape  Breton 
to  sit  in  the  LegislatiTO  Assembly  of  Kovs  Scotia,  to  dissolve 
the  Council  of  Cape  Breton,  appointing,  however,  to  seats  in 
the  Council  of  Nova  Scotia  any  one  or  more  members  whose 
knowledge  of  the  local  interests  of  the  island,  or  whose 
merits  in  other  respects  entitled  them  to  that  distinction. 
The  object  being  to  make  the  island  in  every  respect  an 
integral  part  of  If  ova  Scotia,  he  was  to  consider  the  measnrea 
necessary  for  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  to  adopt  in 
order  to  give  effect  to  this  intontion.  The  laws  of  Ifova 
Scotia  were  to  be  made  applicable  to  the  island,  and  legal 
action  given  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  such  ordinancee 
as  had  been  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Capo 
Breton,  and  might  be  deemed  beneficial  to  the  interesta  of 
the  island.  With  respect  to  the  administration  of  Justice,  it 
was  necMsary  that  the  Judgw  of  Kova  Scotia  should  extend 
their  regular  circnits  to  Cape  Breton,  in  order  to  secure  to 
the  inhabitants  *very  facility  which  they  were  entitled  to 
expect.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  was  instructed  to  report 
as  to  those  officers  whom  be  might  consider  it  necessary  to 
retain,  either  permanently  or  for  a  time  in  the  island  after  its 
annexation  to  ^ova  Scotia.  It  was  deemed  expedient  that 
the  officer  of  the  Customs,  the  iNaval  Officer,  the  Surveyor 
General,  the  Soperintonden  t  of  Mines,  who  all  had  duties  inde- 
pendent of  any  anion  or  separation  of  the  government,  should . 
remain  in  the  dischai^e  of  their  respective  offices  as  usual, 
with  the  difference,  only,  of  reporting  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  through  the  Superintendent,  who  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed resident  in  the  island.  The  services  of  the  Judges, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  snboKiinate  officers  of  Justice 
were  to  be  dispensed  with,  but  a  specification  of  the  length 
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of  their  several  Gorricea  was  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Home 
Government,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  judge  how  far  these 
officials  might  be  entitled  to  a  continoance  of  the  whole  or 
a  portion  of  their  respective  emoiomenta,  or  to  be  transferred 
to  some  other  situation. 

The  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Dodd,  was  allowed  his  fiiU  salary 
ctf  five  hundred  pounds  a  7ear  for  life  as  a  pension,  whilst 
the  Secretary,  Provost,. Marshal,  aad  Naval  Officer  were 
allowed  half  their  salaries. 

The  people  of  Cape  Breton  were  by  no  means  pleased 
with  the  nnion  recently  effected,  and  sent  an  agent  to  Lon- 
don, in  order  to  represent  to  the  British  Government  the 
inexpediency  of  the  change,  and  with  the  view,  if  possible, 
of  securing  a  severance.  Their  efforts,  however,  were  not 
onceessiU,  and  Cape  Breton  has  ever  since  contluued  an 
integral  portion  of  the  Province. 

In  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1820,  died  at  his 
Episcopal  residence  in  Hali&s,  an  eminent  ecclesiastic  of 
the  Boman  Catholic  Church,  the  Right  Beverend  Edmund 
Bnrke,  Vicar  Apostolic  and  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia.  Born 
in  Ireland,  he  held  before  his  arrival  in  this  country,  the 
positions  of  Vicar  General  and  Parish  Priest  of  his  native 
diocese,  Kildare'.  On  his  atrival  at  Qaebec,  he  was  appointed 
to  a  professorship  in  the  Seminary  where  he  remained  for 
some  years,  and  won  the  e6t«em  and  confidence  of  the 
heads  of  his  own  chnroh,  and  oi  the  civil  and  military 
authorities.  His  superiors  must  have  finrmed  a  very  high 
opinion  of  his  zeal,  fidelity  luid  administrative  abilities,  as 
we  find  him  sent  shortly  aft«r  ae  a  miasiontuy  to  Westmm 
Canada  to  evangelice  the  wandering  Indians,  and  witli  a 
ocanmiasion  from  the  Governor  to  secure  tlteir  allegianoe  to 
Aitish  intereata.  The  reoent  stonggle  betw««n  the  mother 
coofltry  and  the  revolted  colonies  made  it  an  object  oi  par- 
amoimt  interest  to  the  eolonial  an&oritieB  to  seoore  tJie 
attachment  of  the  Indian  tribes.    Dr.  Bnrke't  miaiioB  was 
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saccesafU.  Several  of  the  Iett«7B  which  he  wrote  daring 
hia  miaBionaiT'  labours  in  the  wildenieas  to  an  eminent  Irieh 
«ccleeiastic,  are  still  preserved  in  the  u^ives  of  the 
cathedral  in  Halifax,  and  give  graphic  details  of  his  labors 
and  BOfferiugs  among  the  children  of  the  forest.  It  will 
BOund  sta^nge  to  those  who  in  this  year,  1873,  know  the 
nnmber  of  bishops,  priests  and  ecclesiastical  institutions  of 
hia  churvh  to  be  found  itom  Atontrecl  to  Detroit,  to  loarn 
from  Dr.  Sorke's  letters,  that  he  and  another  priest  were  for 
several  jears  the  only  miBsionariee  in  that  vast  region.  The 
Imperial  Government  testified  their  appreciation  of  his 
aervices  to  them  by  conferring  on  him  a  pension  of  £300  a 
year. 

In  1803  he  was  sent  by  the  Bishop  of  Quebec  to  Halifiu, 
as  its  first  settled  pastor,  and  to  organize  the  adherents  of 
the  Church  of  Eome  in  that  city.  Into  the  details  of  hia 
labors  in  this  way,  and  the  aucceseful  efforta  he  made  t3 
provide,  according  to  circumstances,  for  the  spiritual  wants 
of  his  flock  we  cannot  now  enter.  The  Olebe  House  so 
well  known  to  strangers  and  residents  in  Halifox  aa  the 
home  of  all  Catholic  Frelatds  and  Priests,  and  St  Mary's 
Cathedral,  wbidi  was  designed  and  ita  foundation  liud  by 
him,  attest  hia  enei^  and  zeal. 

Polemics  ran  very  high  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Dr. 
Burke,  and  we  find  him  in  1804,  and  fbr  several  yeu«  after- 
wards engaged  in  discussiona  on  tJne  "  allegiance  of  Catlio- 
licB "  and  all  the  controverted  poiata  of  doctrine  between 
the  Chorchw,  both  with  Dr.  KcCnlloch,  and  Biehops  Stanser 
and  Inglis.  The  writings  of  Dr.  Burke,  which  are  now 
nearly  out  of  print,  were  published  in  three  large  volumes, 
and  bear  ample  evidence  of  hjs  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  huguagee.  That  he  was  a 
prelate  of  vast  erudition,  a  powerful  reasooer  and  able 
«xponent  of  the  teneta  of  hie  own  church  will  be  admit- 
ted by  all  who  have  examined  hia  works.    He  maintained 
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the  moet  friendly  relations  with  the  Doke  of  Sent,  whose 
Mendfihip and  confidence  heenjoyed,  and  the saccessive  mil- 
tary  commanders  irecjnently  coDsnlted  him  on  subjects  of 
engineering  and  fortification  with  which,  judging  by  the 
number  of  works  on  these  and  kindred  studies  in  his 
library,  with  notes  in  his  hand  writing,  he  must  have  been 
quite  familiar. 

In  1816  Dr.  Burke  went  to  visit  the  Pope,  and  to  repre- 
sent the  state  of  religion  in  this  Province.  That  he  had 
made  a  favorable  impression  on .  the  authorities  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  he  received,^  shortly  after,  the 
Bulls  nominating  Mm  first  Catholic  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia. 
The  cares  and  reeponsibilitieB  of  Episcopacy  were  too  many 
for  one  who  had  attained  his  Y6th  year.  He  accepted  the 
mitre  and  immediately  sought  among  the  Irish  clergy  for 
one  who  would  share  his  labours  as  au  assistant  Bev. 
Mr.  Long,  of  the  Irish  College,  Pane,  and  a  Bev.  Mr. 
Lyons,  of  Cord,  both  declioed  the  profered  honor.  The 
Bishop  died  in  1820,  in  his  78th  year,  and  the  second  of  his 
episcopacy.  The  Dominion  of  Canada  in  its  vride  extent  ha4 
Been  few  if  any  of  ite  Prelates  who  died  more  respected  and 
regretted  by  all  classes,  more  beloved  and  idolized  by  his 
own  flock,  and  whose  memory  as  a  great,  enlightened  and 
liberal  minded  Prelate  is  looked  up  to  witii  so  much  venera- 
tion. 

In  the  month  of  September  a  most  destructive  fire  broke 
out  in  the  woods  in  the  western  part  of  the  Province,  and 
spread  draolation  over  a  considerable  extent  of  country, 
reducing  nearly  sixty  families  in  he  townships  of  Yar- 
mouth and  Olare  to  a  state  of  the  greatest  dlsti^es.  The 
calamity  was  immediately  made  known  to  the  Lientenant- 
(rOTemor  by  the  magistrates  of  tlie  county  of  Shelbume, 
and  as  a  temporary  relief  the  government  vessel  was  im- 
mediately despatched  vritii  provisions  and  other  necessary 
articles;  Ub^-al  subscriptions  were  also  mode  in  various 
sections  of  the  province  for  the  sufferers. 
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During  the  admioistratioD  of  Sir  Jamos  Eempt  what 
was  designated  boards  of  location  were  established  in  the 
various  counties  of  the  Province,  who  received  applications 
for  lands,  and  to  whom  was  delegated  the  power  of  mabing 
grants— thus  saving  the  applicants  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  a  long  journey  to  Halifax. 

About  this  time  died  John  Orosskill,  of  Sridgetown. 
Mr.  Crosskill  was  a  native  of  Korwich,  in  England,  and 
was  employed  by  the  British  Government  in  conveying 
Hessian  troops  to  America  to  operate  against  the  Colo- 
nists in  rebellion,  and  he  afterwards  commanded  a  coast- 
goard  vessel,  and  settled  in  Halifhx.  Having  obtained 
grants  of  land  in  Bridgetown,  he  was  one  of  the  tirst  to 
promote  the  settlement  of  that  district.  He  was  also  the 
first  to  introduce  the  process  of  smoking  herring  on  the 
Digby  principle,  which  is  now  so  extensively  practised. 
Mr.  Crosskill  was  highly  respected,  and  died  in  the  sev- 
enty-seventh year  of  his  age.  His  son  James,  a  well 
known  citizen  of  Halif)>x,  died  in  1S64,  in  his  seventy- 
third  year. 

The  year  1825  will  be  ever  memorable  in  the  histoi?  of 
the  Lower  Provinces  as  that  in  which  a  destructive  fire 
occurred  at  Miramichi.  For  the  information  of  Ihe  more 
youthful  readers  of  this  book  it  may  be  necessary  to  state, 
that  Miramichi  includes  a  port,  bay  and  river  on  the  north- 
east coast  of  Hew  Brunswick,  in  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land. The  river  is  the  second  in  importance  in  the  Province, 
rises  in  Carleton,  and  communicates  by  easy  portages  with 
the  Saint  John.  About  fifty  miles  from  the  ocean  the  two 
head  streams  unite  in  forming  lis  main  body,  which  is  bavi- 
gable  for  fifly  miles.  It  derived  its  chief  importance  at  the 
time  of  which  we  write  itom  the  immense  forests  of  red 
and  white  pine  which  clothed  its  banks. 

About  the  year  1814  the  timber  trade  of  the  coud^  was 
prosecuted  with  great  vigour.    A  tide  of  emigration  set  in 
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towards  Miramichi,  which  caused  it  to  aseuroe  a  floariehing 
aspect — the  nnmber  of  villageB,  churches  and  schools  indi- 
cating the  rapidity  of  the  progress  made. 

The  summer  of  1825  was  unusually  dry  and  warm  on  the 
American  continent,  and  in  Kova  Scotia  exteosive  fires  were 
raging,  particularly  in  the  eastern  disti-icts,  bat  from  the 
eircuDiBtance  of  the  land  heing  cleared  for  some  distance 
round  the  Tarions  settlements  with  which  the  country  was 
studded,  comparatively  little  inconvenience  was  felt  by  tlie 
inhabitants. 

In  Miramichi  the  summer  had  been  remarkably  hot,  and 
BO  little  rain  had  fallen  that  serious  apprehensions  were 
entertained  for  the  crops.  The  haziness  of  the  atmosphere 
indicated  distant  fires  along  the  sonUi  side  of  the  Baio  des 
Chaleurs,  and  parts  of  the  district  of  Gaspe.  No  alarm  was, 
however,  felt  in  consequence  of  these  far  off  conflagrations. 
At  the  beginning  of  October,  when  the  weather  is  generally 
cool  and  bracing,  a  most  unnatural  heat  was  experienced.  It 
continued  with  no  intermission  from  the  first  till  the  fifth 
of  the  month,  when  there  was  unmistakable  indications  that 
the  fire  was  approaching.  Distant  flashes  were  seen  in  the 
woods,  and  the  heat  became  more  oppressive  and  enervating. 
On  the  sixth  the  atmosphere  was  charged  with  hot  vapour, 
and  a  pale  mist  was  seen  to  settle  over  the  forest.  There 
was  not  a  breath  of  wind.  Even  the  leaves  were  not  heard 
to  rustle.  The  mist  gave  place  gradually  to  a  dark  clond 
like  that  which  portends  a  thunder  storm.  At  three  o'clock 
the  heat  had  become  very  oppressive,  hut  yet  no  alarm  was 
excited.  Distant  explosions  were  now  heard,  and  the  whole 
country  seemed  encirled  with  fire.  About  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  an  immense  pillar  of  smoke  was  seen  to  rise 
north-west  of  Newcastle,  but  a  breeze  springing  up  it  wag 
broken  up,  and  floated  in  large  fragments.  As  it  became 
dark,  and  the  sky  was  illnmined  by  the  yet  distant  blaze, 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  devoted  district  becam* 
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Alarmed,  but  failed  in  convincing  the  people  generally  of 
approaching  danger.  About  nine  o'clock  the  fiery  tornado 
awakened  the  people  to  a  sense  of  impending  destruction. 
A  roar  was  heard  from  the  woods  followed  with  loud  thunder. 
The  lightning  fiaehed,  and  the  wind  blew  with  the  atmost 
tary,  laahing  the  river  into  foam.  These  wure  but  the 
harbingers  of  approaching  des traction.  There  was  a 
moment  of  awful  silence — then  a  hissing  noise  from  the 
ibrest  accompanied  with  a  living  stream  of  9re,  which  in  a 
few  momenta  enveloped  the  settlements,  redacing  houses, 
stores,  and  bams  to  ashes. 

The  people,  in  considerable  numbers,  hurried  to  the  river, 
and  plunged  up  to  the  nock  in  water.  Some  got  into  boats 
and  on  rafts  to  be  driven  by  the  fury  of  the  wind,  and  meet 
a  watery  ^ave.  To  the  south-west  of  Newcastle  was  a 
marsh  to  which  hnndreds  fled,  and  iVom  the  circumstance 
of  DO  combustible  material  lying  between  the  town  and  this 
retreat  their  safety  was  to  be  attributed.  The  vessels  in  the 
river  ^were  only  saved  through  the  vigilance  of  the  sailori 
in  quenching  the  flames  ere  they  took  hold  of  the  rigging. 
Three  of  them,  however,  took  fire  and  were  consumed. 

"Thata  stpanger,"  says  an  eye  witness,  "may  form  a 
fbint  idea  of  the  desolation  and  misery  no  pen  can  describe, 
he  must  picture  to  himself  a  large  and  rapid  river  thickly 
settled  for  one  hundred  miles  or  more  on  both  sides  of  it. 
He  must  also  f^cy  four  thriving  towns,  two  on  each  side 
of  the  river;  and  then  reflect  that  these  towns  and  settle- 
ments were  all  composed  of  wooden  houses,  stores,  stablet 
andbame;  that  thrae  bams  and  stables  were  filled  with 
the  crops,  and  that  the  arrival  of  the  fall  impoi'tations  had 
stocked  the  warehouses  and  stores  with  spirits,  powder,  and 
a  variety  of  combustible  articles,  as  well  as  with  the  neces- 
•ary  supplies  for  the  approaching  wint«r.  He  must  then 
remember  that  the  cultivated  or  settled  part  of  the  river  is 
but  a  long  narrow  strip,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  and 
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lymg  between  the  river,  aod  almoBt  interminRble  forests 
stretching  along  the  very  edg«(^  its  precincts,  and  all  round 
it.  Extending  this  conception  he  will  see  these  forests 
thickly  expanding  over  more  than  six  thousand  square  miles^ 
and  absolutely  parched  into  tinder  by  the  protracted  heat 
of  a  long  summer,  and  by  the  large  fires  which  had  streamed 
through  every  part  ofthem.  Let  him  then  animate  the  pic- 
ture by  scattering  countless  tribes  of  wild  animals,  hundreds 
of  domestic  ones,  and  even  thousands  of  men  through  the 
interior.  Having  done  all  this,  he  will  have  before  him  a 
feeble  description  of  the  extent,  features  and  general  circum- 
stances of  the  country  which,  <m  the  night  I  have  mentioned, 
was  suddenly  buried  in  fire." 

The  conflagration  extended  ov^  one  hundred  miles  in 
length.  Newcastle,  which  had  a  population  o(a  thousand 
souls,  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Douglastown,  about  a  third  of 
its  size,  was  in  the  same  condition.  Of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  houses  and  stores  in  the  former  town  only  twelve 
remained.  One  hundred  and  sixty  persons  were  burnt  or 
drowned,  and  the  loss  of  property  was  about  two  hundred 
^ousand  pounds. 

The  news  reached  Haltftx  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday, 
the  fifteenth  of  October,  and  on  the  following  day — Sunday 
— a  public  meeting  was  hdd,  and  twelve  hundred  pounds 
subsonbed  for  the  relief  of  the  snfi'erers.  The  noble  exam- 
ple of  Hali&x  was  followed  in  other  ports  of  the  Province, 
and  Nova  Scotia  contributed  altogether  four  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  to  mitigate  the  sufferioga  of  the  unfortunate 
people  of  Miramichi. 

In  the  year  1827,  Mr.  Lawrence  Cavanagh,  a  Soman  Cath- 
olic gentleman,  was  returned  as  one  of  the  members  for  Cape 
Breton,  but  a  difficulty  arose  as  to  his  taking  his  seat.  The 
oath  which  members  were  obliged  to  take  embodied  condem- 
nation of  the  Soman  Catholic  faith,  and  while  Mr.Cavanagb 
was  willing  to  take  that  portion  of  the  oath  which  related  to 
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the  state,  he  conld  not  avear  against  any  articles  of  the 
religion  vfaich  he  professed.  Several  resotntions  were  sab- 
mi  tted  to  the  boose  on  th«  subject,  some  of  the  vot«8  on  which 
seemed  eomewbat  inconsistent  with  each  other.  At  length 
a  bill  waa  passed  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  objection- 
able clanse,  but  the  Council,  whilst  approving  of  the  princi- 
ple and  objects  of  the  bill,  reflised  to  give  it  effect,  on  the 
grooDd  tfast  it  was  opposed  to  British  law.  On  the  facta 
being  laid  befbre  the  Home  Government  through  the  (rovet^ 
nor,  permiasiOD  was  granted  to  Mr.  Cavanagh  to  take  his 
seat  on  taking  the  state  oath.  A.  resolution  was  aflerwarda 
passed  by  the  Assembly  which  provided  in  Maro  for  the 
admission  of  Roman  Catholics  duly  chosen  as  representatives 
in  the  same  way.  As  the  oath,  however,  in  point  of  form 
remained  the  same,  a  petition  waa  ably  drawn  up  in  1827, 
by  the  Bev.  John  Carrol  and  others,  and  presented  to  the 
Assembly,  praying  that  such  testa  of  eligibility  should  be  - 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  House,  and  measures  adopt- 
«d  for  their  abolition.  Mr.  XJniacke,  on  the  subject  being 
introduced,  proposed  the  following  resolution,—''  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  humble  address  to 
Bis  Majesty,  reqnesting  His  Majeaty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  dispenae  with  the  declaration  and  teat  oaths  sg::inst 
Popery,  which  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony  are 
called  upon  to  take."  The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Haliborton,  the  historian,  in  a  speech  which  Mr.  Murdoch 
heard,  and  which  ho  declares  was  the  most  splendid  piece  of 
declamation  to  which  ^e- had  ever  listened.  The  resolution 
passed,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  address 
to  the  King,  in  which  the  Assembly  assured  His  Majesty  that 
his  Boman  Catholic  aubjecta  in  N'ova  Scotia  were  aecond  to 
none  in  loyalty  and  attachment — that  they  bad  been  witnesses 
of  their  civil  conduct,  and  it  waa  only  due  to  trntii  to  say 
that  they  evinced  as  zealous  a  disposition  for  the  mainto- 
nance  of  His  Majesty's  government,  as  any  other  denomina* 
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tioD  of  Hie  Majesty's  Bubjocts.  They  had  already,  under  th» 
sanctioa  of  His  Majeuty,  removed  every  restrictive  law 
relating  tQ  his  Soman  Catholic  subjects,  which  had  been  fol- 
lowad  by  their  gratitude.  Unwilling  to  pause  they  would 
now  solicit  the  gracious  exercise  of  the  Boyal  prerogative  for 
their  additional  benefit,  and  in  compliance  with  the  unani- 
moue  voice  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  they  humbly  solicited 
that  Hie  Mfijesty  would  be  graciously  pleaeed  to  dispense 
with  the  declaration  against  Popery  and  Transubetaatiation, 
as  unapplicable  to  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  and 
tending  to  create  invidious  distinctions  amongst  His  Majesty's 


These  aentimenta  were  in  haj-mony  with  a  growing  publie 
opinion  in  Great  Britain,  but  to  the  honor  of  the  Legislature 
of  Nova  Scotia  it  seems  to  have  been  rather  in  advance 
of  the  Parent  State  on  this  subject  Ever  ^nce  the 
year  1804  th^^  had  been  adivision  in  the  King's  council  on 
the  subject  of  the  Soman  Catholic  question.  The  Govern- 
ment  of  the  country  had  at  intervals  before  that  time  been 
composed  of  persons  who  made  a  common  cause  in  their 
resistance  to  the  Roman  Catholic  claims,  but  for  twenty-five 
years  previous  to  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating,  men 
holding  different  opinions  on  that  question  had  formed  Hin 
Majesty's  council.  Though  the  British  House  of  Commons 
had  on  five  different  occasions,  between  the  years  1807  and 
1829,  passed  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  Boman  Catholic?) 
resistance  was  oflbred  by  the  House  of  Lords.  For  many 
years  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  persistently  opposed  all  measures 
having  for  their  object  Justice  to  Ireland,  but  towards  the 
year  1829  his  sentimente  had  undergcme  a  change,  and  he 
became  the  able  champicm  of  a  radical  and  comprehensive 
measure  of  relief,  which  he  carried  triumphantly  through  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight. 
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One  of  the  dUtinguiahing  characteristics  of  Sir  James 
Eempt'e  admin iBtration  was  the  assiduouB  attention  he  de- 
voted to  the  improvement  of  the  roada  of  the  Province.  In  the 
speech  with  which  he  opened  the  Assembly  in  Januarj,  1828, 
he  referred  to  the  subject,  intimating  his  intention  of  causing 
extensive  snrveys  to  be  made,  with  the  view  of  improving 
the  internal  commontcationa  of  the  country — an  object  which 
he  regarded  as  of  primary  importance  to  its  welfare  and  pros- 
perity. Having  travelled  through  the  Province  for  the  special 
purpose  of  making  himself  acqnainted  with  the  condition  of 
tlie  roads,  the  Grovernor  laid  before  the  House  a  paper 
containing  information  on  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and 
making  such  suggestions  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  annual 
appropriations  as  he  deemed  an  improvement  on  the  existing 
system.  He  regarded  the  annnal  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  expend  the  Provincial  grants  on  the  great  roads 
as  both  injurious  to  the  public  service,  and  attended  with 
many  inconveniences.  The  commissions  were  seldom  issued 
before  the  first  of  June,  and  the  commissioners  were  jnst 
beginning  lo  ascertain  what  improvements  were  required, 
and  make  arrangements  for  effecting  them,  when  they  were 
not  nnfrequently  succeeded  by  new  commissioners,  who  dis- 
approved of  all  that  had  been  done,  and  adopted  a  new  mode 
of  procedure.  His  Excellency,  therefore,  recommended  the 
appointment  of  permanent  commissioners  on  the  great  roads, 
selected  from  the  most  intelligent  and  capable  persons  in  the 
country.  Persons  so  appointed  would  make  themselves 
thoroughly  lyiquainted  with  the  respective  lines  of  road 
placed  under  their  superintendence,  and  the  public  would 
have  responsible  persona  to  took  to  for  the  due  execution  of  a 
moat  important  service,  and  always  knew  the  culpable  indi- 
vidual, in  the  event  of  misconduct  or  misappropriation  of  the 
public  money ;  and  His  Excellency  would  be  famished  with 
reports  which  could  be  relied  upon,  of  the  state  of  the  great 
roads,  and  be  enabled  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  at  ita 
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annniil  meetings  eBtimat«8  which  would  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  appropriations. 

His  SscellODcy  suggested  that  the  votes  for  the  cross  roads, 
and  other  roads  which  did  not  come  under  the  designation 
of  high  roads,  should  be  expended  by  the  surveyors  of  high- 
ways, in  conjunction  with  the  statute  labor  of  the  inhabitanto 
— the  surveyors  being  made  responsible  to  the  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  fbr  the  fiuthfal  expenditure  of  the  Pro- 
vincial grants,  as  well  as  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
statute  labor — the  money  not  to  be  paid  fhim  the  Treasury 
until  the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  was  produced. 
His  Excellency  recommended  that  all  considerable  grants 
fbr  the  opening  of  new  roads,  for  all  such  as  do  not  come 
under  the  designation  of  great  roads,  and  for  extensive 
bridges  should  be  expended  by  commissioners  specially 
appointed  for  the  purptwe. 

A  resolution  embodying  the  foregoing  suggestions  was 
submitted  by  the  speaker,  and  unauimonsly  adopted  by  the 
House. 

In  August,  1828,  Sir  James  Kempt  leftKova  Scotia  for 
Canada,  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  Governor,  re^'gning 
the  Government  of  the  Province  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wallace.  For  eight  years  Sir  James  held  office  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  d<Bcbai-ved  his  duties  most  efficiently. 
Addressee  were  presented  to  him,  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  of  his  services,  and  hie  works  still  continue  ae 
an  enduring  monument  to  the  practical  bene^ts  of  his 
administration.  • 

In  the  year  1778,  asurvey  was  made,  at  the  public  expense, 
with  the  view  of  making  a  canal  between  Dartmouth  and 
the  Basin  of  Minae,  by  Mr.  Heldrith,  a  civil  engineer.  The 
expense  of  a  canal  four  feet  in  depth  was  estimated  at  twenty 
five  thousand  pounds,  but  no  steps  were  taken  at  that  time 
for  its  constmction.  Id  1825  another  survey  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Hall,  engineer,  who  estimated  the  expense  of  a  canal 
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eight  fbet  deep  at  about  sixty  thousand  pounds.  In  order  to 
meet  objections  which  were  urged  against  the  project  t/tr. 
Charles  R  F«rbanks — one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  town — 
published  a  pamphlet  on  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the 
proposed  communication.  Soon  after  a  meeting  was  held  in 
Halifax  at  which  a  subscription  was  opened  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  canal,  and  seventeen  thousand  ponnds  were  thus 
raised,  the  Legislature  voting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  towards 
the  object.  The  undertaking  proved  an  unfortunate  one  to 
the  Company,  no  interest  haKng  been  realized  from  the 
capital  invested. 

Sir  James  Kempt  was  succeeded  in  the  administration  of 
the  Province  by  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland.  The  House  met 
in  Pebmary,  1829.  In  his  opening  address  His  Excellency 
eaid  that  he  should  freely  communicate  with  the  House  by 
message,  on  all  subjects  touching  the  public  interests,  in  the 
fullest  assurance  that  any  suggestions  which  by  their  labors 
could  be  rendered  subservient  to  the  increase  of  the  general 
weliUro  would  not  be  recommended  by  him  to  their  consider- 
ation in  vain. 

The  HoQorable  Wilh'am  Annand,  in  the  biographical  sketch 
of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Hofre,  attached  to  the  Speeches  and 
Public  Letters  of  that  gentleman,  refers  to  the  course  taken 
by  Mr.  Howe  in  reference  to  the  c&se  of  Mr.  John  A.  Barry, 
who  had  been  subjected  to  tho  censure  of  the  Assembly  for 
words  spoken  in  debate,  and  as  the  affair  created  a  popular 
sensation  at  the  time,  it  may  be  proper  to  present  a  few 
ikcts  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Barry  was  member  for  Shelburne,  and  during  the 
Bession  of  1829,  had  presented  a  number  of  petitions  from 
persons  who  deemed  themselves  aggrieved  in  being  obliged 
to  perform  militia  duty.  One  of  the  petitioners  was  Patrick 
Oough,  of  Liverpool,  who  had  sustained  an  injury  which  a 
medical  man  had  certified  unfitted  him  fbrdnty.  Mr.  Barry 
spoke  very  strongly  in  ftvor  of  the  petitioner,  and  was 
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replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Dewolf,  who  eaid  that  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Shelbnrne  had  acted  with  proper  conrteaj  and 
honorable  feeliog,  the  petitioa  would  never  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  The  petitioner  he  eaid  was  a  lawless, 
troublesome  kind  of  character — a  radical  bj  principle,  and 
a  smuggler  by  practice.  He  had  ft^uently  evaded  the  peis 
formance  of  militia  dnty,  generally  contriving  to  dodge  the 
sergeant  who  was  sent  to  warn  him.  As  to  the  story  of  hie 
broken  back,  there  was  not  a  more  able-bodied  man  in  the 
connty — not  one  who  could  j-un  faster,  or  throw  a  weight 
ftirtber.  Depositions  were  read  to  the  House  which  flatly 
contradicted  the  statements  of  the  petitioner.  Whilst  Mr. 
Dewolf  was  addressing  the  House,  Mr.  Barry  went  out  and 
returned  with  the  copy  of  a  lottor  which  the  petitioner  bad 
addressed  to  Colonel  Joseph  Freeman,  the  commander  of 
the  Queen's  County  Militia,  and  a  member  of  Assembly, 
which  concluded  with  the  words :  "  I  am,  Sir,  yonr  old  friend 
and  PAaTNER,  Patrick  Gough," — Mr.  Barry  laying  a  strong 
and  significant  emphasis  on  the  word  "partner."  Mr.  Free- 
man addressed  the  Speaker,  and  requested  that  the  gallery 
should  be  cleared,  when  he  aocnsed  Mr.  Ban^-  of  throwing 
an  imputation  on  his  character.  Both  gentlemen  were 
ordered  to  retire,  and  the  House  dictated  the  following  apo- 
logy which  the  member  for  Shelbnrne  was  required  to  offer 
ere  he  could  take  his  seat :  "  Being  convinced  that  in  speak- 
ing the  words,  and  reading  from  the  letter,  the  expressiona 
which  have  induced  Colonel  Freeman  to  call  me  to  order,  I  was 
led  into  great  impropriety,  I  do,  therefore,  now  apologize  to 
Colonel  Freeman  and  to  the  House  for  the  haato  and  warmth 
which  misled  me,"  which  apology  Mr.  Barry,  on  being  called 
in,  ref\iBed  to  make. 

A  petition  was  presented  by  some  of  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Shelbume,  praying  that  the 
seat  of  the  suspended  member  should  be  declared  vacant, 
and  a  writ  issaed  for  a  new  election.    la  Ae  petition 
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approval  was  expreaaed  of  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  Barry,  sdcI 
reference  was  made  to  the  intense  excitement  created  in  the 
Province  hy  ttie  act  of  anspenBton.  The  petition  having 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  they  reported 
that  after  an  examinatiODr  of  the  precedents  and  rules  of 
proceeding  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  and  the  Provincial  As- 
sembly, they  found  it  entirely  inconsistent  with  precedents 
and  practice  to  vacate  the  seat  of  any  member  on  his  own 
request,  or  that  of  his  constituents.  The  Committee  r^arded 
the  petition  as  couched  in  reprehensible  language,  wh^ch 
they  attributed  to  ignorance  of  what  was  due  to  the  House, 
rather  than  any  design  to  be  offensive.  The  Committ«e 
failed  to  find  one  instance  of  refusal  by  a  member  to  make 
any  apology  required  by  the  Assembly  or  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  report  was  signed  by  Charles  R.  Fairbanks 
as  chairman. 

A  second  petition  was  presented  praying  that  the  seat  of 
tiie  contumacious  member  should  be  declared  vacant,  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Privileges  made  another  elaborate 
report,  which  concluded  with  the  following  words :  "  Your 
Committee,  while  they  regret  that  the  Township  of  Shel- 
bume  sbonid  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  their  member, 
can  only  repeat  that  this  misfortune  is  wholly  attributable 
to  the  contumacious  and  improper  conduct  of  the  person 
whom  they  have  sent  to  represent  them.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  although 
expulsion  should  necessarily  fbllow  each  numerous  and 
aggravated  offences,  yet  this  measure  having  been  deliberate 
ly  sought  by  Mr.  Barry  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  first 
order  of  the  House,  wouli  fail  to  be  a  punishment,  and  as 
the  notoriety  of  expulsion  seems  unfortunately  to  be  an  object 
of  ambition  to  the  misguided  and  offending  member,  your 
Committee  are  also  of  opinion  that,  as  far  as  this  House  can, 
they  are  imperatively  called  upon  to  enforce  obedience  to  ita 
orders;  nor  should  they  lose  sight  of  the  opportunity  afford- 
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ed  by  the  receaa  to  Mr,  Barry  to  calm  bis  excited  feelings, 
and  tomakereparatioD,  ae  far  as  possible,  byaubmittingbim- 
eelftotbe  judgment  of  the  Honse,  and  expressing  sorrow 
for  the  delusion  and  infatuation  of  his  past  oondnct." 

AfW  the  second  report  of  the  Committee  was  presented, 
Mr.  Barry  publislied  a  violent  letter  in  which  he  charged 
the  Committee  with  deliberate  falsehood,  and  attacked  indi- 
vidual members.  For  this  offence  he  waa  brought  to  the  bar 
of  the  Honse,  and  on  his  own  confession  of  the  authorship, 
was,  with  one  dissenting  voice,  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
prison.  On  reaching  the  door  of  the  Province  building,  he 
refased  to  go  to  prison  except  on  compalsion,  when  he  was 
-^immediately,  by  means  of  force,  set  at  liberty  by  an  excited 
crowd.  A  number  of  members  who  had  engaged  to  dine  at 
Government  House  were  hooted  by  the  mob,  and  pelted  with 
enow  and  stones.  One  member  had  his  head  severely  cat, 
and  a  number  were  glad  to  take  refnge  in  private  honsea. 
The  tnmnlt  was  so  violent  that  the  services  of  the  military 
wore  required  for  its  suppression.  Mr,  Barry  subsequently 
gave  himself  up  to  the  officers,  and  was  committed  to  prison, 
where  he  remained  till  the  close  of  the  session.  The  House 
bad  passed  a  resolution  for  his  expulsion,  but  he  was  again 
returned  for  Shelburne,  and  when  the  Souse  met  again  in 
the  month  of  Febrnary,  took  his  seat  quietly,  and  so  the 
natter  ended. 

Whilst  a  calm  review  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the 
member  tor  Shelburne  loads  to  the  conviction  that  the  Honse 
was  fully  justified  in  its  proceedings  against  that  gentleman, 
yet  its  action  at  the  same  time  in  reference  to  Mr,  Holland, 
of  the  Acadian  Recorder,  and  Mr.  Ward,  of  the  Free  Press, 
can  scarcely  be  vindicated.  Theso  gentlemen  had  printed 
long  and  bitter  letters  from  Mr.  Barry  on  the  subject  of  his 
treatment,  with  occasional  additional  comments,  and  for  this 
Bnpposed  ofTence  they  were  called  to  account  by  the  House, 
reprimanded  by  the  Speaker.  It  was  this  undue 
and 
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exerciee  of  power  on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  of  April,  in 
combination  Trith  tbe  popularity  of  Mr.  Bury,  that  produced 
the  fei'mentution  which  reeulted  in  the  diegracefnl  tumult 
which  followed  a  few  days  afterwards.  Mr.  Howe,  the  editor 
of  the  Xova  Seotian,  though  he  approved  of  the  general 
oondact  of  the  House  in  r^ard  to  the  member  for  Shel- 
burne,  yet  with  courage,  which  as  a  youthftil  editor  did  bim 
credit,  boldly  rebuked  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  following  temperate  and  manly  terms  :  "  The  Assembly 
claims  freedom  of  speech  within  its  walls,  and  those  to 
whom  the  Press  is  entrusted  daim  it  without ;  and  if  editors 
are  brought  for  offences  to  the  bar  of  the  Bouse,  Legislators 
may  depend  upon  this — that  tbey  will  be  brought  individual- 
ly and  collectively  to  a  bitter  expiation  before  the  bar  of 
the  public." 

The  A^embly  of  1829,  took  into  consideration  a  message 
of  the  liieutenant-^rovernor  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  duties 
collected  under  tbe  statntee  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  for 
regulating  the  Colonial  Trade.  The  message  embodied  a 
communication  iVom  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  certain  representations  made  by  the 
Assembly,  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Custom  House  revenues 
of  the  Province.  Previous  to  tbe  year  1826,  the  shipping 
connection  between  Nova  Scotia  and  foreign  countries  was 
of  the  moat  limited  kind ;  circuitous  voyages  could  not  be 
undertaken,  and  the  produce  of  the  fisheries  was  exported 
to  the  West  Indies  almost  exclusively.  The  ports  of  the 
Province  were  almost  closed  to  foreign  shipping,  and  the 
convenience  of  warehousing  merchandise,  as  practised  in 
England,  was  not  permitted  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  laws  of 
1826  introduced  a  new  system  extending  to  the  Province 
advantages  which  were  duly  appreciated  by  the  mercantile 
community.  But  legal  anomalies  still  continued,  which  the 
Assembly  .were  anxious  to  remove.  The  Bo.'urd  of 
Customs  coDtinned  to  exercise  powers  which  interfered  with 
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Provincial  rights.  Without  consulting  the  Logislatnre,  they 
issned  positive  instmctions  to  retain  nearly  one-half  of  the 
aggregate  dntiea  forthe  maintenance  of  their  owd  officers.  This 
was  justly  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  the  constitotiooal 
rightfi  of  the  Provincial  Assembly,  who  forwarded  a  spirited 
remonatrance,  fortified  by  unanswerable  arguments,  claiming 
that  no  other  aathority  than  the  Provincial  Legislature  could 
legally  direct  the  collector  of  His  Majesty's  Customs  to  pay 
over  the  duties,  levied  under  the  statutes  of  1826,  to  any 
person  but  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province.  To  the  arguments 
BO  ably  put,  the  Home  Government  did  not  reply  directly, 
and  the  inference  that  they  were  unanswerable  may  be  fiiirly 
drawn.  A  compromise  was  proposed  by  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment, without  any  discussion  as  to  the  important  princi- 
ples involved,  by  which  the  sum  retained  for  the  payment 
of  the  Custom  House  officials  was  to  be  modified.  That  part 
of  the  message  which  related  to  the  Customs  having  been 
referred  to  a  Committee  to  report,  they  recommended  the 
passing  of  an  Act  by  which  it  should  be  provided,  that  in 
place  of  fees  at  the  Customs,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  four 
hnndred  pounds  sterling  should  be  annually  set  aside  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  whole  establishment — this  sum 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  all  duties  levied  on  for- 
eign  imports  under  the  Imperial  Acts,  but  not  from  any 
other  portion  of  the  revenue;  and  the  balance  to  be  granted 
as  a  free  gift  to  His  Majesty.  They  also  recommended  that 
the  bill  should  contain  the  most  express  declaration  of  the 
right  of  the  Assembly  to  the  sole  disposal  of  the  duties. 
These  and  other  equally  important  suggestions  were  embodied 
in  a  bill  which  was  afterwards  passed. 

Ab  the  subject  of  Quit  Bents  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  during  the  session  of  1829  and  1830,  and  was  also 
at  that  time  eagerly  discussed  in  Kew  Brunswick  and  Prince 
3B)dward  Island,  it  seems  neceB!<ary  to  explain  its  nature 
and  origin,  so  for  as  If  ova  Scotia  was  concerned. 
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In  the  year  1759  Governor  Lawrence  issned  a  proclamation, 
setting  fortli  the  conditions  on  which  the  public  lands  of  the 
Province  would  be  granted,  intimating  that  they  would  besab- 
ject  to  a  quit  rent  of  one  shilling  sterling,  yearly,  for  every  &ftj 
acres — such  rent  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
from  the  passing  of  the  grant,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  Beceiver- 
General  at  Halifax,  or  hie  deputy,  for  the  use  of  Hie  Majesty. 
The  rent  waa  not,  however,  at  any  time  systematically 
collected,  and  the  Government  was  induced  to  suspend  the 
collection  indefinitely,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  many 
of  the  landowners.  In  the  year  1811,  Mr.  Crofton  Uniacke, 
who  was  appointed  Beceiver>General,  had  collected  five 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  of  these  rents,  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  the  collection  of  the  whole  arrears,  which  at  that 
time  amounted  to  forty  thousand  pounds.  The  House,  how- 
ever, petitioned  for  a  suspension  of  the  collection  on  the 
ground  of  the  distress  which  would  result  from  it,  when  His 
Majesty  instmcted  Sir  John  Sherbroko,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  to  inform  the  Aaaembly  that  the  collection  should 
be  suspended  provided  s  suitable  provision  were  made  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England. 
To  that  proposition  the  House  objected,  and  stated  their 
reasons  in  an  address  in  answer  to  the  Governor's  message. 
In  1827,  Lord  Bathurst,  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  transmitted  an  order  remitting  all  arrears  of  quit 
rents  previous  to  the  first  of  January  in  that  year,  and  dir- 
ecting the  collection  of  them  thenceforward — the  proceeds 
to  be  applied  to  such  local  improvements  within  the  Colony 
as  might  be  sanctioned  by  His  Majesty.  In  1828  the  House 
addressed  His  Majesty  praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
relinquish  his  quit  rent«,  or  suspend  their  collection.  The 
answer  to  this  address  was  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Colonies 
could  not  recommend  His  Majesty  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
tlie  petition,  but  that  he  was  prepared  to  enter  into  a  com- 
position or  commutation  of  these  renta.    Sir  George  Murray 
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had  accordingly  Bent  a  despatch  offeriiig  to  fix  the  value  of 
the  rents  at  two  thousand  ponnds,  less  than  one  half  of  their 
actual  annual  amoont;  and  in  the  Assembly  the  (jaesti on 
raised  by  the  offer  was  discussed  at  great  length,  and  with 
much  ability.  The  Speaker  and  Mr.  John  Young  thought 
the  House  ought  to  close  with  the  offer,  but  their  opinion 
did  not  accord  with  that  of  the  majority  of  the  Assembly ; 
and  on  tho  motion  of  Mr.  Murdoch  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  and  an  address  based  upon  it  presented  to  His 
Majesty:  "That  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  general  wish 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  that  any  such  commuta- 
tion or  purchase  should  take  place,  or  that  the  said  quit 
rents  should  be  collected  and  enforced,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
this  House  is  induced  to  believe  that  the  relinquishment  of 
the  clum  would  give  general  satie&ction  to  the  people  of 
Nova  Scotia,  as  their  long  suspension  had  produced  a  belief 
among  the  inhabitants  in  general  that  they  would  never  be 
insisted  on,  and  that  the  transfers  of  land  had  been,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  made  under  that  Impression."  This 
resolution  has  certainly  a  epice  of  humour  in  it,  and  it  must 
be  admitted  that  a  more  easy  method  of  getting  quit  of  a 
debt  to  Boyalty  could  not  have  been  adopted.  Whilst  the 
arguments  of  the  Speaker,  and  Mr.  John  Young  in  favor 
of  a  commutation  of  the  quit  rents  were  unanswerable, 
yet  the  resolution  of  the  House  was  possibly  the  beet, 
as  it  was  certainly  the  most  popular,  that  could  'have  been 
passed. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Session  of  1830,  the  House  and 
the  Council  came  into  violent  collision,  and  the  discussions 
which  took  place  being  of  abiding  interest  as  involving  an 
important  constitutional  question,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
place  before  the  reader  the  main  facts  and  arguments  con- 
nected with  the  controversy. 

In  the  year  1826  the  revenue  laws  had  undergone  careM 
revision.    At  that  time  a  duty  of  one  shilling  and  four- 
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pence  was  imposed  on  brandy,  but  m  consequence  of  a  mie- 
conBtructiOQ  of  the  law,  the  duty  collected  fh>m  1826  to 
1830  was  only  one  shilliog.  The  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  accounts  discovered  that  the  intentions  of  the 
Legislature  had  been  defeated  by  the  construction  put  upon 
the  Act,  and  the  House  resolved  to  make  the  duty  what  was 
intended  by  the  Act  of  1826.  There  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Assembly  to  alter  the  general  scale  of  duties  in 
1830,  and  when  the  bill  imposing  an  additional  four-pence  s 
gallon  on  brandy  was  sent  to  the  Oounoil  they  objected  to 
the  alteration,  refused  to  pass  the  bill,  and  requested  a  con- 
ference. A  Oommittee  of  the  Bouse  accordingly  met,  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  during  the  conference,  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  House  were  told  that  the  Conn- 
eil  thought  the  duties  imposed  on  a  variety  of  articles  too 
high,  and  proposed  certain  specified  reductions.  The  As- 
sembly were  justly  offended  at  this  unprecedented  interfere 
ence  with  their  constitutional  functions,  and  positively 
refused  to  make  any  alterations  to  please  the  Council. 

During  the  discussion  Uc.  John  Young  swd,  that  tliera  nerer  wu  a 
matter  bcaught  under  dJsciiuion  in  the  House  fraught  vith  moreserioua 
conseqnences.  It  was  a  contest  between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legialo- 
tuie  on  a  Bill  ofSapply  to  His  U^jestf,  orer  which  the  CammonB  claimed 
peculiar  control.  It  was  not  merely  about  fourpeuoe  per  gallon  to  be 
imposed  on  brandj  and  ^n,  for  ralue  in  money  weighed  nothing  in  the 
balance  compared  with  the  constitutional  right  which  the  impoaition  of 
this  doty  inToIved.  The  whole  qoestioa  might  be  expressed  in  these 
words — whether  tlie  Lower  House  in  a  Revenue  Bill  or  His  Majesty's 
CoancU  were  by  PorlUmealary  practice,  bound  first  to  yield.  Much  blame 
had  tveen  CMt  on  the  Council  for  their  inlerfereoce  in  a  money  bill.  He 
was  satisfied  tbey  had  a  right  to  aslc  a  confereooe,  and  to  state  objections 
to  the  amonnt  of  daties,  or  to  the  proTisions  of  the  bill.  But  tbeir  oootti- 
tntlonol  right  was  strictly  limited  to  suggestioiu,  for  they  coold  not  touch 
the  bill  or  wnd  it  back  with  amentbnents.  All  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Coundl  in  the  conference  beld  was  strictly  regular,  and  loTaded  no  priri- 
ledge  of  the  Hoose  ;  but  when  the  Assembly  came  to  a  final  decision,  and 
determined  to  adhere  to  the  bill,  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
yield.    The  Council  knew  that  the  rerenae  laws  expired  on  that  i»j,  and 
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that  if  thej  rejected  the  meaaiira  Ihej  would  throw  eve rj'tLiag  iutocon- 

A  t  an  early  period  of  British  PariiBmealM;  histoq*  the  Upper  Hoiue  did  in- 
terfere both  in  otiginatiag  and  refulatiog  the  supplies,  bat  inera  long  atng- 
gle  the;  conceded  to  the  Conunona  thii  power,  and  for  a  long  time  no  such 
Bssumption  had  bc«n  attempted.  The  Lords  viewed  the  gpiril  of  ihe  people, 
and  did  nol  attempt  to  disgrace  and  trample  on  their  represenlatiTeB.  What) 
the  Council  have  reeolred  on  the  daring  measure  of  disagreeing  to  a  Ke-  ' 
venue  Sill,  not  because  It  gave  too  little  to  His  yajesty,  against  which,  as 
supporters  of  the  Crown,  they  might  remonstrate,  bat  because  it  gave  too 
much  i  and  that  too  as  a  tai  on  an  article  of  loxury  consumed  bf  the  rich 
and  not  by  the  poor.  It  was  a  moit  eztraordioarf  step,  and  ought  to  be 
resisted.  II  the  Council  were  determined  to  try  their  strength  with  the 
House  on  such  a  question,  and  at  such  a  time,  let  them  abide  bj  Ibe  conse- 
quences. They  ought  to  know  that  while  the  debale  was  pruceeding  the 
meicbants  of  the  city  were  acting,  and  that  at  that  bourupwards  of  eleven 
bnndred  pounds  worth  of  dutiable  articles  were  thrown  into  the  market, 
without  paying  a  farthing  to  the  Province  ;  and  who  could  tell  how  mucb 
might  be  forced  on  the  market  before  the  dispute  ended.  Now  when  the 
Jght  of  the  Honse  was  called  in  question  in  clearing  up  an  ambignity  in 
a  Bevenue  Bill,  it  was  time  to  make  a  stand,  to  rally  round  the  privileges 
Uiat  belonged  to  them,  and  assert  them  boldl;  and  finnly.  If  they  weakly 
gave  way  it  was  certain  from  the  nature  of  conference  held  with  the  Coan- 
cil  that  great  ohangea  wre  meditated  in  the  revenue  laws,  and  the  question 
ofprivilege  mnstsooner  or  later  be  tried.  They  were  not  to  be  deterred 
n;oin  tbur  porpose  by  dread  of  conseqneaces— by  any  considerations  of 
expediency,  and  tbeiefore  now  was  the  time  to  vindicate  their  righta,  and 
to  muntwn  that  in  matters  of  snpply,  the  OoudcII  must  yield  to  tbe 
Assembly.  There  was  no  principle  of  the  constitution  more  clearly  nnder- 
Btood  or  more  nniversally  recognised  than  that  all  taisa  must  originate  in 
and  be  regulated,  guarded  and  directed  by  the  representatives  of  tbe 
people,  and  that  the  revenue  derived  from  them  was  the  gift  and  boon  of 
the  Commons  to  His  Hajesty.  The  House,  and  the  Hnuse  alone,  could 
determine  the  amonot  of  the  tax,  direct  application,  and  increase  or  dimin- 
isb  it,  and  the  bill  unpoSing  snch  tax  conld  not  be  touched  by  the  Oonnnil. 
Tbey  might  remonstrate,  persuade,  suggest.  The  members  of  the  Assembl; 
were,  however,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  responsible  to  tbem 
for  their  Legislative  control.  Should  they  impose  taxes  that  were  bur- 
thensome  and  oppressive,  their  constituents  bad  the  check  in  their  own 
hands,  and  could  let  their  voice  of  disapprobation  be  heard  at  the  proper 
time  Bad  place.  But  wbat  control  bad  the  people  over  the  Council  ?  or 
how  could  they  express  their  indignation  to  tbem  either  for  heavy  taxes 
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tir  tbdr  mUappItcatioo  7  It  was  for  th&t  reaaon  tbat  the  practice  of  Pu- 
liament  bad  glvea  the  GonLmona  such  migbtj  pover  oter  nooe;  bilk— 
that  the  people  migbi  haTe  tbeir  jnat  weight  in  tbe  balance  of  tbe  cotuti- 
tatian,  and  that  tfa sir  members  might  not  screen  tbemselres  from  bUuebj 
pretending  the;  irere  controlled  b;  the  Lorda.  He  hoped  tbtct  wonld  be 
perfect  unaoimltfon  the  question,  If  bjdiTinoa  theHonseshoirediaaen- 
eibilitj  to  the  importance  of  the  subjecl,  the;  moat  be  nlVimatelj  OTercome. 
Hi>,  for  one,  coaiiderod  the  .rights  aad  liberties  of  tbftt  Boase'  U  saend 
trusia  reposed  in  him  b;  bis  oonstitaeats,  and  be  would  defend  them  at  all 
faazards,  and  should  not  be  deterr^,  either  bj  tbe  fekr  of  a  dlsaolution  or 
b;  the  loss  of  prapertj,  or  even  the  depcivatioa  of  his  personal  libert; — all 
■was  to  be  endured  in  a  cause  so  iatimatel;  ronnected  with  the  best  and 
dearest  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  mischiefs  of  the  rejection  were  not  euil;  cal- 
«Dlaled— that  in  a  moment  all  was  thrown  Into  confuiion,  and  in  ererj 
pari  of  the  Prorince  the  same  scene  wcald  be  enacted.  Tbe  warehoases 
were  thrown  open  and  dutiable  articles  were  in  the  act  of  being  transported 
to  erery  part  of  the  t«wQ  and  connlry,  without  payment  of  doty  ]  bat  it 
w«a  not  merely  tbe  amount  of  rerenue  that  was  loet,  aod  tbe  consequent 
embarrassment  of  public  eredil,  but  the  injury  to  the  merchant  who  bad 
imported  largely  and  paid  his  duties,  and  now  foand  a  deluge  of  tbe  same 
articles  poured  into  tbe  market  without  any  charge  upon  it;  and  IheHooM 
no  doubt,  at  a  future  day,  in>iild  be  assailed  fhun  all  quarters  with  giiev* 
SDces,  arisiDg  out  of  this  transacUon,  which  they  could  not  redreis.  ili»- 
cbief  would  follow  in  the  train  of  this  rej«ction  round  tbe  whole  of  the 
Frovince,  public  faith  would  be  injured,  the  peace  of  the  country  brt^n, 
and  it  would  be  asked  with  eagerness,  what  could  have  induced  His  Majes- 
ty's Council  to  {dnnge  a  quiet  and  well-ordered  ProTineeinlosneb  a  stateT 
And  the  answer  would  be  received  with  wonder  and  amaMment— to  latre 
tbe  consumer  of  brandy  fourpenoe  per  gallon,  and  to  gratify  the  importers 
of  that  article.  Would  it  not  be>  difficult  matter  of  belief?  Would  it 
not  be  said  that  this  was  not  a  matter  of  pence  but  of  principle,  and  that 
the  time  had  come  to  consider  the  coastitutioa  of  that  body  which  had 
broi^ht  thsM  erils  on  the  people  7  He  maintuned  that  brandy  was  of  all 
articles  the  fittest  subject  for  taxation.  That  class  of  the  community  who 
nsed  it  were  able  to  pay— it  was  not  the  drink  of  the  poor  man  —and  to 
say  that  the  duty  cramped  tradi  wia  ridiculoas.  It  was  tbe  consumer  and 
not  the  merchant  who  paid  tbe  duty,  and  any  other  doctrine  at  that  day 
woDld  not  be  belie  red. 

The  ejection  of  a  rerenoe  bill  at  sucb  a  time  and  under  such  ciconm- 
stances  by  the  Goaacil— not  for  any  unosual  clauses  or  any  irregularis  in 
the  bill  itself,  bat  merely  on  a  triSing  dUKsrence  as  to  tbe  amount  of  da(y 
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imposed  bj  tbal  Boaee,  witb  whom  each  bilU  mnst  ori^nate,  would  farnl 
%  new  ei»  in  tbe  histoi?  of  the  ProriDce,  sad  would  conatitute  a  daoger- 
om  precedent.  Wera  tin  Hoose  to  gubmit  to  eacroacbtients  od  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people,  it  woald  become  a  ehsdow  &nd  t,  name,  and 
tbej  would  be  boand  as  bonest  men,  in  reinming  to  their  homes  to  tell 
their  constituents  that  the^  had  neither  power  nor  icBuence,  that  tbej 
shoDldaddressnomorepeUtioD)  to  them  to  make  known  their  wants,  or  to 
inform  tbem  of  the  state  of  the  couatry,  or  as  to  the  condltioD  of  their 
roads  and  bridges — that  thej  should  send  tbeii  representatives  to  tlie  other 
end  of  the  building;  that  thej  were  no  longer  to  snbmittoa  rereDue  raised 
b7  their  representativea,  but  to  a  scale  of  du^ea  raised  bj  those  whose 
BaUries  were  paid  from  the  Treaaur?.  The  House  formerly  had  a  salntarT' 
control  over  those  officers  of  tbo  OoTermnent  who  bad  seats  in  the  CanDcII, 
because  their  salariej  depended  upon  the  revenue  bills,  and  thej  were 
anxious  to  have  these  bills  sent  them  b;  the  Assembly.  But  now  no  sucb 
control  existed ;  permanent  bills  provided  pennaoent  salaries,  and  since  the 
passing  of  the  Imperial  Act  of  Parliament,  a  revenue  was  raised  without 
tbeajd  of  the  House.  S<:eing  that  the  privileges  of  the  House  were  few, 
and  their  influeace  on  the  decline,  it  was  high  time  to  watch  with  carp  over 
what  remained.  If  thej  ware  prepared  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  the 
CouiKul  as  to  the  amooDt  of  duty  upon  brandy,  tbej  must  be  prepared  next 
year  to  be  told  that  the  duty  on  champagne  was  too  high ;  the  year  follow- 
ing port  and  niadeira,  and  all  other  wines  which  now  paid  a  high  dnty 
wonld  follow  in  the  order  of  exemption,  unUl  nothing  was  left.  It  was  not 
therefore  the  sum  but  the  principle  for  which  they  were  contending.  If  they 
had  not  the  power  to  grant  a  supply  to  His  Majesty,  and  provide  for  the 
great  public  servicee  of  the  conntrr  without  humiliating  dictafioD— if  the 
roads  and  bridges,  education  and  agricoltore,  the  fisheries  and  the  cam- 
msTce  of  the  country  were  of  so  little  importaoce  in  the  eyes  of  His 
Uftjesty's  Conncil  that  they  were  to  be  sold  for  fonrpence  upon  brandy,  and 
the  House  was  wiLbont  redress,  let  them  adjourn  the  Session,  return  to 
tbeir  homes,  and  not  insult  the  people  they  pntended  la  represent  with  the 
mere  mockery,  and  the  empty  fbrm  of  legislation. 

Mr.  [Tniacke  said  it  had  fallen  on  a  minority  of  which  he  bad  always 
b«en  one,  to  contend  for  several  years  past  for  a  reduction  on  wines  and 
other  articUa  which  were  entirely  too  high.  He  bad  desired  reduction  of 
duty  because  be  thought  the  additional  consnmplJon  would  tend  to 
IncieaM  rather  than  diminish  the  revenue.  When  it  was  di^termined  to 
impose  an  additional  duty  of  fourpence  on  brandy  he  had  opposed  the 
measure,  and  tlie  bill  had  now  been  rejected  by  the  Council.  He  would  not 
give  hii  consent  to  any  infringement  on  the  rights  of  tbe  Council.  While 
they  were  careful  to  preserve  their  own  rights  they  should  respect  the- 
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righb  ot  othera.  He  must  give  the  leKra«d  Speaker  credit  for  the  splendid 
eloquence  with  which  he  hud  delighted  the  Houm,  bat  he  could  not  agree 
nitb  hia  Beatlmeals  and  views  oq  thi«  important  lobject.  It  had  bnn  aaid 
the  Oouacil  badnoright  toreject  araTenuebill,  Ibatthey  had  oalj  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  matter  oTfbnD,  and  send  it  back  to  the  House ;  that  it  wb«  for 
the  House  alone  to  aa;  what  should  ba  taxed  and  what  should  not,  and 
that  lbeCoaDcilhadnQriEbllogiTean;oidnioit.  It  was  fortonata  for  the 
countr;  that  the  Council  did  possess  certain  powers  of  which  the;  conld 
not  deprive  them,  and  after  being  recognised  for  nearlj  a  century  aa  part 
oi  the  Government,  he  did  not  expect  to  hear  them  qnestioned  by  the  hon- 
orable Speaker.  He  would  turn  to  the  paper  handed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House  in  conference,  ^m  which  It  appeared  that  tbe  Conacil  expressly 
stated  (bat  the  present  rate  of  duty  would  press  heavily  on  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  indeed,  on  certnio  articles  it  amounted  to  prohibition;  on 
that  account  they  deaired  a  reduction,  Thia  was  a  subject  wbich  a  minor- 
ity of  tbe  House  fcequently  urged  upoa  the  attentioa  of  tbe  members.  Th« 
Council  bad  made  no  amendmenta  on  tbe  bQl,  nor  attempted  to  infringe 
their  rights  by  (aiation,  and  by  expreeaing  their  wishes  is  conference  they 
had  touched  on  no  privilege  of  the  House.  Tbe  Houae  itself  had  been  the 
occasion  of  all  the  mischief  that  had  happened,  by  qoI  showing  a  disposi- 
tion to  consider  tlie  views  of  the  Council,  or  even  to  treat  tbem  withreapect 
and  courtesy.  It  bad  been  for  some  time  paat  tbe  fasliian  to  depreciate  the 
power  and  character  of  tbe  Council  witbio  the  walls  of  the  Assembly,  and 
to  attack  Lhem  on  all  occasions,  rrgardless  of  tbe  part  they  take  in  the 
legislation  ot  the  country  under  tbe  eonatitution.  Recently,  when  a  bill 
had  been  refused,  it  echoed  round  the  Bouse  that  now  was  the  time  to  send 
an  address  to  the  Throne  to  request  HiaHajestytoremovesomeof  themem- 
bera,  and  grant  a  Legislative  Council.  The  majority  of  the  House,  like  pru- 
dent soldiers,  ought  not  to  have  rushed  ioto  the  Beld  without  providing  foe 
a  retreat,  and  when  tbe  Council,  in  respectful  language,  oBbred  luggeetions 
they  should  liave  been  courteously  met.  The  Haose  was  now  placed  in  snch 
a  position  that  it  coald  retreat  without  legislative  dishonor,  and  he  saw  no 
remedy  left,  but  by  an  appeal  to  the  elective  voice  of  the  country.  But 
they  were  told  that  the  revenue  bills  were  always  to  be  kept  on  the  table 
of  tbe  Bottse,  aa  a  whip  over  the  heada  of  the  Coaucil,  until  they  received 
all  that  was  wanted  from  them.  He  was  afraid  they  woald  Boon  be  de- 
based if  encb  steps  were  necessary.  Tbe  bills  were  sent  to  the  Council  late 
on  HoQday  evening,  and  as  a  proof  that  that  body  did  not  slumber  over 
them,  a  message  was  sent  next  day  to  ask  a  conference,  in  which  certain 
reductions  were  proposed.  Had  his  warning  voice  been  listened  to,  they 
would  not  have  been  subjected  to  the  loss  of  revenue  of  which  they  com- 
pMned.    He  voted  originally  against  the  imposition  of  the  one  shilling 
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•nd  fouTpence  daty.  and  be  sbonld  noir  Tot«  ag^nst  adherence  to  Uiat 
datj.  Gonld  tbe7  snppoae  thtit  the  Council  would  g^re  way  liler  the 
debate  of  this  daj  had  reached  them?  He  would  soocer  Eee  (hem  itsnd 
□D  the  ruins  of  the  country  Mid  the  rjreune  than  reliquiah  the  rghta  that 
belonged  to  them.  Therewaanot  one  fact  urged  from  which  ho  could  draw 
the  cODcIngion  that  the  Council  had  deprived  them  of  one  priTJIege,  or  bad 
any  other  object  than  the  country's  good.  The  opinions  Ihey  expressed  as 
to  reduced  tazatioQ  were  as  legitimate  as  their  own,  and  if  they  thought 
the  rates  in  the  bill  too  high  they  had  a  ligbt  to  dissent.  The  Assemblj 
bad  closed  the  door,  and  could  not  expect  the  Upper  House  to  lessen  its 
dignity  BO  bras  to  yield  in  notation  of  their  oaths,  and  the  trust  reposed  in 
tbem  by  their  SoTCreigD.  He  bad  beard  it  sajd  by  the  member  forCumber- 
land,  that  sooner  or  later  a  rupture  with  the  Cooncil  was  ineriiable.  He 
bad  DO  desl[«  to  draw  the  curtain  aside,  and  disclose  the  feelings  by  which 
such  expressions  were  produced.  Were  he  to  do  so  the  order  of  the  House 
most  bcTiolated. 

A  now  bill  was  in  point  of  form  before  the  House,  and  on 
the  question  being  put  whotlier  the  blank  Bbonld  be  filled 
up  with  one  shilling  and  fourponce  dutj,  there  voted  for 
the  motion  thirty-sne,  and  against  it  five — every  member  of 
the  Assembly  being  in  his  place. 

The  discussion  was  afterwarils  continued  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Uniacke,  that  the  report  which  had  been  submitted 
by  a  committee  of  the  House,  condemning  the  action  of  the 
Council,  and  justifying  that  of  the  Assembly,  should  not  be 
received,  when  Mr.  Bcamiish  Murdoch  delivered  a  long  and 
telling  speech,  evincing  much  careful  research  and  sound 
argument,  in  opposition  to  the  motion.  On  the  question 
being  put  the  report  was  adopted  by  thirty-three  votes  to 
three. 

A  message  having  been  received  from  the  Council  reflect- 
ing on  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker,  the  Assembly  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  oflbct  that  by  his  conduct  he  had  merited 
both  the  gratitude  of  the  House  and  the  country.  The 
House  afterwards  went  into  committee  on  the  general  state 
of  the  Province,  when  Mr.  Murdoch  moved  it  series  of  reso- 
lutions, in  justification  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  House 
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daring  the  whole  dispute,  which  were  paesed  with  but  little 
oppOBition.  The  appropriation  bill  having  been  completed 
and  Bent  to  the  Council,  they  rcfuEed  to  receive  it,  and  thus 
a  revenue  to  the  amount  of  about  t'fventy-five  thousand 
pounds  wae  lost  to  the  Province.  A  message  was  then  sent 
commanding  the  attendance  of  the  House  in  the  Council 
chamber,  when  the  session  was  closed  by  the  President  of 
the  Council,  the  Hon.  Michael  Wallace,  who  had  been  acting 
in  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  with  the  follow- 
ing speech :  "  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meetiug  you  here 
on  the  eleventh  of  February  for  the  despatch  of  the"  public 
business,  and  having  nothing  of  moment  to  submit  to  your 
consideration,  I  did  entertain  a  sanguine  hope,  that  by  your 
united  endeavors  and  coi-dial  co-operation,  the  Session  would 
not  have  detained  you  long,  but  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
although  more  than  eight  weeks  have  elapsed,  the  most 
important  measures  of  the  Province  remain  in  abeyance,  in 
consequence  of  a  difierence  of  opinion  on  points  which  have 
been  long  established  and  recognized  as  necessary,  for  the 
salutary  and  effectual  conducting  the  affairs  of  a  govern- 
ment constituted  as  ours  is." 

"  Understanding  that  there  is  little  probability  of  your 
accordance  in  the  matters  that  are  pending:  under  such 
circumstances  I  consider  It  my  duty  to  relieve  you  from 
further  continuance  in  service,  that  you  may  return  to  your 
homos  to  attend  to  your  own  concerns." 

Aflcr  which,  the  Attorney-General  stated,  that  he  was 
commanded  by  His  Honor  to  prorogue  the  Assembly  to  the 
firstof  July  nest. 

On  a  careftil  review  of  the  whole  proceedings  connected 
with  this  rupture  between  the  Assembly  and  the  Council, 
it  is  impossible  to  como  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
the  Council  violated  constitutional  law  in  sending  back  a 
revenue  bill  to  the  House  for  amendment.  Though  ninety 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  well-known  work  of  Hatsell  was 
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published,  it  Btill  coDtinaes  one  of  the  highest  authorities  In 
questions  relating  to  Parliamentary  privileges.  The  third 
volume  of  the  work  contains  the  precedents  bearing  on  the 
subject  in  question,  and  a  perusal  of  them  leads  to  the 
coQclosion  that  no  principle  is  more  clearly  established  by 
Parliamentary  usage,  than  that  all  measures  having  for  their 
object  the  taxation  of  the  people,  must  originate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  Lords  have  no  right,  in 
their  legislative  capacity,  to  make  or  suggest  any  alterations 
whatever,  except  in  correction  of  verbal  or  literal  mistakes. 
On  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  1661,  the  Lords  sent  down  a 
bill  for  paving  the  streets  and  highways  of  Westminster,  to 
which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  Commons,  who, 
on  the  ground  that  the  bill  laid  a  charge  on  the  people,  and 
that  it  was  a  privilege  inherent  in  the  Commons  to  originate 
such  bills,  laid  the  one  before  them  aside,  and  ordered  that 
the  Lords  should  be  made  acquainted  with  their  decision, 
and  requested  not  to  suffer  any  mention  of  the  said  bill  to 
remainin  the  Journals  of  their  House,  but  that  the  Commons, 
approving  of  the  object  of  the  bill,  had  ordered  a  simitar  one 
to  be  p^pared. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  May,  1662,  the  Commons  agreed  to 
amendments  made  by  the  Lords,  and  several  bills  which  had 
the  appearance  of  trenching  on  the  privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons i  but  they  ordered  an  entry  to  be  made  in  their  Journals 
declaring  that  the  House,  after  many  conferences,  did  agree 
to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords,  to  which  the  House 
had  condescended,  not  that  they  were  convinced  of  the 
Lord's  right  in  this  particular,  but  rather  compelled  to  yield 
iVom  their  care  for  the  public  interest,  and  the  necessity  cast 
upon  them  by  the  shortness  of  the  session. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  March,  1770,  the  Lords  amended  a 
bill  imposing  a  tax  on  foreign  brandy,  which  amendments 
were  considered  on  the  twenty-fourth,  when  the  following 
entry  was  made  in  the  Journals : — "  Amendments  coming 
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from  the  Lorda  to  the  bill  of  brandy,  which,  being  for  laying 
an  imposition  on  the  people,  in  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
this  House,  where  all  impositions  on  the  people  onght  to 
begin ;  therefore  the  House  did  think  to  lay  the  Baid  bill  and 


When  ae  early  as  the  year  1587,  the  Lorde  passed  a  bill 
for  tbe  sale  of  the  estate  of  one  Thomas  Handford  for  a  debt 
due  to  the  crown,  the  Commons  rejected  the  bill  and  passed 
another  to  the  same  effect. 

Since  the  revolution  of  1688  the  Lords  had  ceased  to 
claim  a  privilege  which  the  Commons  had  resisted  so 
frequently,  and  at  the  time  of  the  collision  between  the 
Assembly  of  N'ova  Scotia  and  His  Majesty's  Conncil,  it 
was  a  settled  principle  of  the  constitution,  that  all  charges 
or  burthens  on  the  people  must  begin  with  the  Commons, 
and  cannot  be  altered  by  the  Lords. 

Uuch  dissatis&ction  was  expressed  in  all  sections  of  tbe 
country  with  the  Council  for  the  rejection  of  the  revenue 
bill,  and  the  general  feeling  was  so  forcibly  evinced  in 
various  ways  that  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to  the 
result  of  the  coming  election,  which  was  that  all  the  leaders 
of  the  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  Council  were  re-elected, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Beamish  Murdoch. 

Mr.  8.  G.  W.  Archibald  was  again  elected  Speaker,  and  in 
rotuming  thanks  stated  his  determination  to  preserve  invio- 
late the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Sir  Peregrine  Muitland,  in  his  opening  speech,  expressed 
regret  at  the  severe  indisposition  which  had  occasioned  his 
absence  from  the  Province  during  tho  last  session.  It  had 
been  his  painful  duty  to  communicate  the  death  of  George 
the  Fourth  since  his  retam  to  resume  the  government,  by 
which  the  crown  had  devolved  on  His  Majesty  King  Wil- 
liam the  Fourth.  In  consequence  of  these  events  the  lato 
Provincial  Parliament  had  been  dissolved,  but  he  had  lost 
no  time  in  directing  writs  to  be  Issued  for  tho  election  of  a 
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now  Aesembly.  He  fearod  that  this — tho  month  of  Novem- 
ber— was  not  the  most  convenient  season  to  cail  gentlemen 
from  their  homes,  bnt  ho  thoaght  that  the  public  service 
required  an  early  meeting.  He  hoped  that  they  would  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties  with  a  disposition  to  cnl- 
tivate  that  spirit  of  harmony  for  which  the  legislature  of 
the  Province  was  long  conspicuous,  and  which  had  proTed 
80  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  conntiy. 

The  discussions  that  followed  were  conducted  with  much 
ability  and  admirable  temper.  The  revenue  bill  of  last 
session  waa  much  improved  by  the  new  House.  The  duty 
on  coffee  and  molasses  was  entirely  abolished,  and  that  on 
sugar  redaced ;  but  it  was  proposed  to  make  the  impost  on 
brandy  the  same  as  that  which  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Council.  Mr.  Chns.  R  Fairbanks  made  a  powerful  speech 
in  behalf  of  a  change  of  form  and  figures,  for  tho  purpose  of 
conciliating  the  Tipper  Housej  and  thus  preventing  a  second 
rejection  of  the  revenue  bill.  "If  in  private  life,"  he  argued, 
"  two  gentlemen  found  themselves  in  a  similar  position,  what 
course  did  good  feeling  aa  well  as  common  interest  point 
out  ?  That  of  meeting  half  way — that  of  some  small  con- 
cession by  each,  otherwise  differences  could  have  no  end ; 
so  it  ought  to  be  in  tho  present  case  where  two  branches  of 
the  legislature  must  involve  themselves  in  permanent  diffl- 
cnlties,  by  one  of  them  adhering  to  the  identical  measure  in 
fbrm  and  substance  which  tho  other  rejected.  Adopt  the 
present  resolution,"  said  the  honorablo  gentleman,  "and  the 
shadows  which  are  now  darkening  over  na  will  soon,  I  fear, 
be  followed  by  a  night  of  deeper  gloom  and  disappointment 
over  the  whole  Province." 

The  resolution  imposing  tho  shilling  and  fourpence  of 
duty  on  brandy  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  the  House 
having  divided,  there  appeared  for  the  motion  twenty-nine 
and  against  it  nine.* 

*Tli8  diseentientfl  were  Cavanagh,  Uniacke,  Burrs,  Creighlon, 
JoboBloD,  Budd,  Deblois,  Bliss  and  Fairbanks. 
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Much  cnriosity  was  excited  as  to  the  reception  which 
would  greet  the  measure  in  His  Majesty's  Council,  bat  to 
their  credit  let  it  be  recorded,  that  they  quietly  adopted 
the  bill,  returning  it  with  their  assent  without  alteration  or 
suggestion,  and  thus  terminatiDg  a  dispute  which  a  due 
regard  to  the  privileges  of  the  Assembly  ought  to  have 
prevented. 

Id  the  year  1830  the  Bev.  Dr.  James  McGregor  died  at 
Ficton.  He  was  a  native  of  Perthshire,  in  Scotland,  having 
been  born  in  the  Parish  of  Comrie  in  the  year  1159.  His 
parents  were  pioua,  and  were  said  to  have  dedicated  their 
child  to  the  ministry  at  his  baptiam.  *He  attended  the 
grammar  school  at  Dumblane,  and  Bubscc[uently  proceeded 
to  Edinburgh  to  attend  the  University.  Having  completed 
the  usual  curriculum,  he  began  his  regular  theological  stu- 
dies under  the  Rev.  Wm.  MoncriefF,  Professor  of  Theology 
to  the  General  Associate  Synod.  In  his  twenty-fiflh  year 
Mr.  McGregor  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  In  1784 
the  people  of  Pictoo  sent  a  petition  to  Scotland  for  a  minis- 
ter who  could  preach  in  English  and  Gaelic.  Mr.  McGre- 
gor was  offered  the  position,  and  accepted  it.  The  subject 
of  our  notice  was  a  firm  Seceder,  bat  the  Synod  informed 
him  that  he  was  sent,  not  to  make  Seceders,  bat  Christians. 
He  was  ordained  in  Glasgow  in  May.  On  the  third  of  June 
Mr.  McGregor  went  on  board  the  Xi/y — a  brig  bound  for 
Halifax,  where  ho  arrived  on  the  eleventh  of  July.  The 
Eev.  Mr.  Patterson,  of  Greenhill,  gives  in  his  interesting 
life  of  Dr.  McGregor  a  gi-aphic  sketch  of  the  condition  of 
Nova  Scotia  when  he  arrived,  and  particularly  of  Pictou 
county,  the  scene  of  his  special  labors.  "Where  is  the 
town  ?"  asked  the  young  niiniatCr  when  he  arrived  at  the 
place  whore  he  imagined  the  town  ought  to  be.  On  being 
told  there  was  no  town,  he  was  sadly  disappointed.  "I 
looked  on  myself,"  he  wrote,  "as  an  exile  from  the  church 
and  Eociety.     I  rcnonnced  all  idea  of  seeing  a  town  in  Pic- 
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tou;"  but  an  introdaction  to  Squire  Patterson  and  his  lady, 
who  treated  him  with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  who 
rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of  enjoying  gospel  ordinances, 
partially  dispelled  the  deep  gloom  which  had  begun  to 
pervade  a  mind  naturally  cheerful.  His  dejection  produced 
unfavorable  improBsion  as  to  his  fitness  for  the  ministerial 
work  to  which  he  was  called,  but  when  be  preached  his 
first  sermon,  doubt  as  to  his  competency  seems  to  have 
vanished. 

The  first  settlers  of  Fictou  came  from  Maryland  in 
1767.  Six  years  afterwards  the  Hector  arrived  from 
Lochbroom,  with  a  large  number  of  Highlanders,  from 
whom  the  great  body  of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the 
county  have  descended.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  McGregor's 
arrival  tho  population  of  the  county  was  only  about  five 
hundred  souls. 

Mr.  Patterson,  on  tho  authority  of  a  person  who  travereod 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  Province,  says  that  in  1787  there 
was  not  ons  inhabitant  on  the  Cape  Breton  side  of  the  Gut 
■of  Canso,  and  but  one  on  the  Nova  Scotia  side. 

Mr.  McGregor  visited  Truro  shortly  after  his  arrival,  and 
preached  to  the  Presbytery,  which  consisted  of  tho  Eev. 
David  Smith,  of  Londonderry;  the  Eev.  Daniel  Cock,  of 
Truro;  the  Rev.  Hugh  Graham,  of  Oornwallis;  and  the 
Eev.  George  Gilmoro,  of  Windsor.  This  was  the  first  Pres- 
bytery formed  in  Nova  Scotia — the  first  three  gentlemen 
named  being  from  the  Burgher  Synod.  The  Presbytery 
wished  Mr.  McGregor  to  unite  with  them,  but  this  he  could 
not  do  conscientiously.  Hair-splitting  in  reference  to  doc- 
trine was  a  characteristic  at  this  time  of  Scottish  ministers, 
^nd  Mr.  McGregor  fresh  from  the  arena  of  ecclesiastical 
controversy  got  up  his  theological  bristles  at  a  moment's 
notice.  The  result  was  a  keen  and  long-continued  controversy, 
in  which  there  was  a  good  deal  of  Highland  ardor  exhibited, 
but  which  ended  in  tlie  combatants  being  good  friends. 
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Shortly  after  his  settlement  in  Pictou  Mr.  McGregor 
received  a  letter  from  his  friend,  the  Rev,  John  Buist,  of 
Greenock,  being  the  first  he  had  from  Scotland  since  his 
departure,  "  It  contained,"  he  writes,  "  mnch  news  both 
ecclesiastical  and  political,  and  was  to  me  like  life  iVom  the 
dead.  Looking  on  myself  as  an  exile  IVom  the  world,  and 
especially  from  Scotland,  the  reading  of  this  letter  revived 
all  my  tender  feelings  for  my  native  country,  my  relatives 
and  friends,  especially  the  ministers  whom  I  left  behind. 
At  the  same  time  I  had  a  letter  ftom  my  father,  with  the 
news  of  my  mother's  death.  Thus  I  was  taught  to  rejoice 
with  trembling,  yet  it  helped  to  reconcile  me  to  my  lot." 
That  lot  was  a  pocaliarly  trying  one,  but  the  misBionary  set 
to  work  with  zeal  and  vigor.  His  annual  salary  was  nomi- 
nally four  hundred  dollars,  and  that  was  not  regularly  paid. 
Tot  in  these  circumstances  wo  find  the  devoted  missionary 
agreeing  to  pay  fifty  pounds  for  the  freedom  of  a  girl  held 
in  slavery  in  the  Province,  handing  over  for  that  purpose, 
twenty  pounds  of  twenty-seven  received  in  money,  as  part 
of  hia  salary,  for  his  first  year's  services ! 

Mr,  McGregor's  labors  were  appreciated  in  Scotland,  and 
he  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  degree  of  Itoctor  of 
I^ivinity  from  the  Glasgow  University.  He  was  a  man 
of  masculine  intellect,  and  of  respectable  scholarly  attain- 
ments— a  sound  and  earnest  preacher,  and  an  honoi-ed 
and  faithful  servant  of  the  Groat  Master.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  there  are  few  Nova  Scotinns  who  have  not  read  the 
interesting  and  instructive  life  of  this  great  missionary 
by  his  grandson,  the  Eev.  Mr.  Patterson,  of  Grcenhill. 

In  looking  over  the  newspaper  files  for  the  years  1829 
and  1830,  we  find  a  considerable  space  allotted  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Temperance  societies  which  had  been  formed  in 
varions  sections  of  the  Province.  In  the  United  States  a 
National  Temperance  Association  had  been  formed,  with 
branches  in  every  state  of  the  Union— numbering  at  that 
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time  in  all  about  one  thoiisand.  The  Bev.  Dr.  Beecher  had 
published  an  eloquent  sermon  on  the  subject,  which  was 
extensively  read  in  the  Province,  and  which  seems  to  have 
produced  a  poworftil  impression.  We  give  the  concluding 
sentence  of  the  discourse.  Addressing  abstainers,  the  Eev. 
gentleman  said :  "  It  is  to  you  who  can  resist  the  tinm^ly 
efforts,  guard  the  insidious  wiles,  and  treat  with  merited 
contempt  the  scoffa  and  aneers  of  those  who  for  malice  or 
gain  would  ensnare  or  seduce  you  to  abandon  your  good 
purposes,  or  break  your  solemn  resolutions ; — it  is  to  you 
and  your  vigorous,  united,  and  individual  efforts  that  it  will 
in  a  great  measure  be  owing  whether  intemperance,  with 
all  its  ghastly  horrors,  shall  continue  to  stalk  unabashed 
through  the  land,  shedding  misery  and  guilt,  woe  and  death 
in  its  progress,  and  resisting  and  paralysing  every  effort  to 
improve  the  temporal  condition,  or  the  moral  or  religious 
character  of  the  people — or  that  deprived  of  hia  food,  and 
driven  from  his  lurking  placos,  this  hell-bom  monster 
should  hide  his  guilty  face  in  darkness,  or  spread  his  Dragon 
wings  and  fly  away  for  ever."  A  vast  amount  of  good  has 
been  effected  through  the  instrumentality  of  temperuice 
organizations.  During  the  last  forty-five  years  they  have 
been  silently,  yet  potently,  undermining  the  drinking  usages 
of  society,  and  thus  i-emoving  one  of  the  principal  sources 
of  intemperance. 

At  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating, steam  began  to 
be  applied  in  the  Province  to  the  pumping  of  wator  iH)m  the 
coal  mines,  and  the  propelling  of  vessels.  The  General  Min- 
ing Association  introduced  the  first  steam  engine  into  Nova 
Scotia,  in  the  year  182T.  In  1829  the  Dartmouth  ferry-boat 
was  propelled  by  an  engine  of  thirty  horse-power,  but  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the  engine  to  work 
well.  In  the  year  1830,  a  boat,  having  an  engine  of  similar 
power,  plied  between  New  Glasgow  and  Pictou.  In  the 
same  year  a  steamer,  which  the  newspapers  called  "  The 
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Great  Leviatban  of  the  Sea,"  and  intended  to  ply  between 
Quebec  and  Halifax,  wob  being  bnilt  at  the  former  city. 
She  was  to  have  two  engines  of  eighty  horse-power,  and 
was  considered  the  wonder  of  the  age. 

In  the  year  1832  there  was  in  Halifax,  what  is  very  much 
required  atpreaent,  a  Mechanics'  Institute,  to  which  a  grant 
was  made  by  the  legislature,  and  which  was  for  some  time 
conducted  with  spirit  and  efficiency.  Members  of  the  Insti- 
tute delivered  Wcturea  on  magnetism,  hydraatics,  hydro- 
Btatics,  friction,  comparative  anatomy,  architoctore,  history, 
music,  agriculture,  and  other  subjects.  In  England  there 
aje  upwards  of  six  hundred  of  these  institutes;  and  in  Soot- 
land  about  sixty,  with  a  membership  of  thirteen  thousand 
connected  with  the  latter.  There  is  a  most  efficient  Me- 
chanics' Institute  in  Leeds,  which  was  founded  in  June,  1825. 
By  means  of  exhibitions  held  in  1839  and  1842  respect- 
ively, it  became  possessed  of  a  handsome  building.  The 
Glasgow  Institute  was  founded  in  1823.  Lectures  are  de- 
livered on  chemifltry,  natural  philosophy,  popular  anatomy, 
and  other  scientific  subjects.  Connected  with  all  the  lead- 
ing institutes  in  Great  Britain  there  are  evening  male 
classes,  where  grammar,  geography,  mechanical  and  archi- 
tectural drawing,  French,  German,  and  mathematics  are 
taught.  The  greatdrawback  to  the  efficiency  of  these  institu- 
tions was  found  in  the  want  of  early  school  truniug  amongst 
the  working  classes.  That,  however,  is  an  evil  which  is 
being  rectified  by  moans  of  a  system  of  national  education. 

In  Nova  Scotia  we  have  only  one  or  two  Mechanics' 
Institutes.  In  Halifkx  we  have  now  a  large  body  of  me 
chanics — and  the  number  is  rapidly  increasing — for  whom 
no  special  means  of  instruction  and  amusement  are 
provided.  We  have  temperance  organizationa,  which  are 
excellent  in  their  way,  but  which  do  not  supply  the  want 
to  which  we  refer.  In  all  the  towns  of  the  Province  there  ifl 
a  staff  of  conipel«nt  teachers,  but  no  evening  classes  for  the 
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inatrnction  of  apprentices,  which  woald  be  productive  of  so 
much  good;  no  popular  Bcientific  lectures  by  able  men, 
whose  services  could  be  obtained  on  moderate  terms,  to  ele- 
vate the  intellectual  standard  of  our  working  men,  and  thus 
be  an  efficient  antidote  to  the  evils  which  want  of  suitable 
amusement  and  recreation  is  sure  to  originate  and  propa- 
gate. There  is,  perhaps,  no  conntry  of  the  same  population 
in  Hor  Majesty's  dominions  in  which  so  many  able  instruc- 
tors, in  the  various  departments  of  knowledge,  reside  as  in 
this  Province. 

Mr.  George  K.  Young,  son  of  Mr.  John  Young  (Agricola), 
took  a  most  active  interest  in  the  Halifax  Mechanics'  Insti- 
tute. Having  been  in  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1833,  he 
visited  all  the  leading  institutions  of  the  same  kind  both 
in  England  and  in  Scotland,  and  was,  therefore,  in  a  position 
to  make  suggestions  for  the  more  successful  conduct  of  tho 
Halifax  Institution  on  his  return.  He  stated  that  the  main 
difference  between  the  Halifax  Institute  and  those  of  Britain 
was  in  the  system  of  introductory  schools.  The  progress 
made  by  apprentices  and  others  at  these  schools  astonished 
Mr.  Young,  and  he  strongly  recommended  their  ad(^ition, 
and  offered  to  take  the  management  of  one  of  them. 

Our  Young  Men's  Christian  A^isoclation  is  admirable,  and 
is  in  process  of  more  fiiUy  answering  the  purposes  forwhich 
it  is  intended,  but  Mechanics'  Institutes  must  originate  with 
mechanics,  be  managed  by  mechanics,  and,  were  such  insti- 
tutes started  with  spirit  they  would  meet  with  practical 
support  from  good  men  of  all  sections  of  the  eommnnity. 

The  year  1832  will  ever  continue  noted  in  British  history 
as  that  in  which  the  Beform  Bill  became  the  law  of  the  land, 
by  which  a  vast  stride  was  made  in  the  removal  of  electoral 
abuses,  and  the  extension  and  consolidation  of  representative 
government.  The  meaaare  encountered  the  most  determined 
opposition  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which  was  the  means  of 
intensifying  popular  agitation,  till  it  verged  on  a  dangerous 


.y  Google 


CHARACTSS   OF   LIETITINANT-aOVSKNOBa.  2S5 

ontlnreak  of  popular  fiiry,  and  the  only  alterDative  left  to 
tfae  Upper  House  was  the  acceptance  of  the  measnre,  or 
ench  an  addition  to  its  membership,  through  the  exerciee  of 
the  Boyal  prerogative,  as  was  necessary  to  secure  a  major- 
ity.  Ifaay  of  the  great  speeches  delivered  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  were  fally  inserted  in  the  Nova  Scotia  news- 
papers, and  eagerly  read  by  the  people ;  and  the  enlightened 
sentiments  thus  propagat«d  prepared  the  popular  mind  for 
the  healthy  agitation  which  subsequently  led  to  a  radical 
and  wholesome  change  in  the  system  of  Provincial  govern- 
ment. 

Sir  Peregrine  Maitland,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  left 
finally  for  England  in  October,  1822,  when  the  Honorable 
T,  N.  Jeffrey  became  administrator  of  tlie  Qovoruiuent.  Sir 
Peregrine  was  sn  amisblo  man  of  rot'iied  taT*e,  but  utterly 
wanting  in  decision  of  character  and  administrative  capa- 
city. On  the  departure  of  His  Bzcellency  the  following  wa« 
the  amusing  but  very  characteristic  benediction  of  the 
editor  of  the  Nova  Scotian :  "  We  wish  him  a  safe  and  speedy 
passage  to  his  native  country — and  if  they  are  not  all 
abolisbed  before  he  gets  there,  we  could  almost  find  in  our 
hearts,  for  his  amiable  lady's  sake,  to  wish  him  one  of  the 
many  snug  sinecures  with  which  old  Xhigland  abounds  I" 

The  Lieutenant-Governors  who  are  appointed  to  the  col- 
onies consist  of  two  classes,  of  one  of  which  Sir  Peregrin© 
Maitland  was  a  type — either  men  who  are  selected  simply 
on  account  of  the  influence  they  can  bring  to  bear  on  th& 
British  Government,  independently  of  suitable  qualifications 
for  the  office,  or  men  who  have  proved  themselves  possessed 
of  the  requisite  abilit;  to  discharge  their  duties  etSciently 
and  with  benefit  to  the  country  of  whose  government  they 
are  for  the  time  to  be  directors.  Nova  Scotia  has  had  gov- 
ernors having  a  due  sense  of  their  responsibility,  who  no 
sooner  arrived  in  the  Province  than  they  set  themselves  to 
study  the  condition  and  requirements  of  the  coilntry,  and 
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after  due  deliberation  devised  and  snccessfiilly  carried  oat 
meaBTireB  whoee  beaeficial  ofFectB  have  been  permanent. 
The  names  of  these  men  oontinne  to  be  mentioned  with  hon< 
■or ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  it  not  imfreqnently  bae  been 
the  lot  of  the  Province  to  have  its  government  committed  to 
offloials  whose  greatest  pruse  has  been  that  they  have  really 
■been  administrative  automatons,  who  did  no  positive,  but  a 
vast  deal  of  negative  harm,  by  occupying  a  position  which 
might  have  been  filled  by  men  fitted,  by  experience  and 
natnral  capacity,  for  the  post.  No  mler  can  pnrsns  a  manly 
course,  and  stamp  his  mark  on  the  State  whose  interests  are 
committed  to  him,  withont  incurring  the  enmity  of  a  portion 
of  the  people,  but  a  resolnte  determination  to  abide  by  right 
is  sure  in  the  end  to  redoond  to  his  honor,  aa  well  as  the 
advantage  of  the  country  which  enjoys  the  privilege  of  hia 
administration.  "  Let  statesmen  remember,"  says  Channing, 
"that  while  they  and  their  contemporaries  live  but  for  a  day, 
the  State  is  to  live  for  ages,  and  that  time,  the  unerring 
Arbiter,  will  vindicate  the  wisdom  as  well  as  the  magnanim- 
ity of  the  public  man,  who,  confiding  in  the  power  of  truth, 
justice  and  philanthropy,  asserts  their  claims  and  reverently 
follows  their  monitions."  A  reform  much  requiredis  being 
introduced  into  the  departments  of  the  British  public  service ; 
genuine  merit,  and  not  pedigree  or  family  interest  is  now 
Tecognized  and  appreciated ;  and  so  far  as  colonial  governor- 
ships are  concerned,  whilst  it  must  be  admitted  that  mistakes 
may  be  occasionally  made  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  persons 
seleotod,  yet  there  can  be  no  excuse,  as  a  role,  in  placing 
ornamental  figure-heads  in,  a  position  where  real  head  and 
hard  work  are  constently  in  demand,  as  in  the  caae  of  every 
such  colonial  appointment. 
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The  Aeeerobly  met  eariy  in  Febimary.  The  President,  in  hi* 
opening  speech,  referred  to  the  abeenoe  of  Sir  Per^;rine 
Maitland,  who  had  iiithfiilly  served  His  Mdjeety  for  filleen 
years  in  Upper  Canada,  and  who  had  now  left  for  Englwid. 
He  congratulated  the  House  on  an  increase  of  the  namber 
of  representatives  for  the  connty  of  Cape  Breton,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  o:rprs££ed  desire  of  the  House,  and  on  tli» 
extension  of  the  Free  Wuvhonstn^  Act  to  the  ports  of 
Liverpool  and  Tarmouth.  He  alltided  to  the  providential 
exemption  of  the  Province  from  the  sconrge  of  cholera, 
which  was  desolating  other  regions,  and  complimented  thp 
Central  and  Local  Boards  of  Health  for  the  fidelity  and  vigor 
with  which  they  were  discharging  their  dnties. 

A  few  days  after  the  House  met  the  President  sent  a 
message  intimating  that  Chief-Justice  Blowers,  after  a  ser- 
vice in  that  capacity  of  thirty-flve  years,  had  resigned,  and 
conveyed  the  desire  of  the  Home  Government  that  a 
suitable  superannuation  allowance  should  be  given  him,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Justice  Halliburton  as  his  suceessot^th& 
place  of  Mr.  Halliburton,  as  one  of  the  Assistant  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  remain  vacant  till  the  Legislature 
determined  to  reduce  or  continue  the  number  of  judges  of 
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-wMdi  HiB  court  had  hitherto  coneisted.  In  a  despatch  from 
liord  Godeiicb,  Secretuy  of  State  for  the  Coloniee,  which 
^accompanied  the  President's  message,  his  Lordship  called 
attention  to  the  salaries  attached  to  the  judicial  offices,  vhidi 
he  deemed  inadequate,  and  ot  which  he  reoommeoded  an 
increase.  At  this  time  the  salaries  of  the  Jud^e  were  the 
following:  Ohief  Joatice,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ponnda; 
Paisn4  Jadges,  fire  hundred  and  fifty  each ;  Associate 
Judge,  three  hundred  and  sixty ;  MaeMr  of  the  Bolls,  five 
hundred  and  forty;  Chief  Justice,  Inferior  Court,  Cape 
Breton,  four  hondred  and  fifty ;  the  throe  Judges  of  the 
eastern,  western,  and  middle  divisions  respectively,  being 
pcud  at  the  rat«  of  four  hundred  and  five  jMunds  e«ch.  In 
the  event  of  the  Legislature  not  deeming  it  expedient  to 
reduce  the  number  of  judges,  Mr.  S.  G.  W.  Archibald  was  to 
be  iq)pointed  to  the  vacant  Pnisn^  Judgeship,  and  his  Lord- 
ship at  the  same  time  expressed  his  appreoiatioa  o(  that 
gmtleman's  eealone  eflbrta  in  Bis  Majesty's  service,  and  the 
strong  claim  they  gave  him  to  the  fovor  and  countenance  of 
His  M^esiy's  Government. 

The  debate  on  that  part  of  the  mesBBge  relating  to  tJte 
judicitoy  was  opened  by  Mr.  Stewart,  who  moved  that  the 
House  deemed  it  expedient  to  aooede  to  his  Lordship's  reoom- 
mendations,  and  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
prepare  an  address  to  His  Majesty  setting  forth  the  willing* 
ness  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province  to  contribate, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  means,  to  tlie  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  required  to  do  so  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  ttritish  constitution  and  the  usages  of  Parliament,  and 
humbly  praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  make  such  aa 
order  respecting  the  casual  and  other  revenues  of  the 
Province,  now  e^>ended  without  the  oonsent  of  the  House, 
as  would  render  the  application  of  the  same  eul^t  to  the 
disposal  and  control  of  the  House.  The  suggestions  of 
ijord  Goderich  met  with  tittle  fovor  in  the  AssMnUy,  and 
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originated  an  snimated  discussion  embracing  a  wide  nuig^ 
in  which  the  threat  of  the  Home  Government  to  collect  tha 
quit  rente,  and  their  retention  of  the  coal  mines  of  the  Fro- 
-vince,  were  severely  condemned.  On  the  latter  sobject  tfr, 
William  Yooag — now  Sir  William— delivered  a  speech, 
which,  by  the  embodiment  of  &Mta,  and  temperate  sogges- 
tione  as  to  the  beat  means  of  effecting  a  radical  change,^ 
tended  to  pave  the  way  fbr  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
qaestion,  that  was  affected  many  years  later — to  which 
we  shall  refer  in  its  proper  place. 

Daring  the  session  a  long  debate  took  place  on  the  cor^ 
rency  qnestion.  A  perusal  of  the  speeches  delivered  impres- 
aes  the  reader  with  a  high  opinion  of  the  debating  ability  of 
many  of  the  members  of  Assembly,  as  well  as  astonishment, 
at  theeztentofresearch  ofwhich  theyfbmiBh  evidence.  A. 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  who  re- 
ported in  the  form  of  a  series  of  resolntions,  of  which  the 
following  are  the  principal :  that  all  monies  payable  at  Fro- 
Tinoial  offices,  or  otherwise,  for  Frorincial  daties,  be  received 
only  in  coin  or  treasury  notes ;  Ihat  it  is  inconsiBt«ut  with 
the  pnblic  safety  to  permit  any  notes,  whether  of  banks  or 
individnale,  to  pass  as  correncj,  unless  convertible,  on  de- 
mand, into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  bearer ;  that  the  passing 
of  sach  notes,  not  convertible  into  specie,  be  prohibited 
&om  and  immediately  after  the  passing  of  the  bill  which  is 
proposed  to  be  introduced  on  the  subject. 

While  the  discussion  tended  to  form  a  healthy  public 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  currency,  and  particularly  with: 
respect  to  the  ftodamental  principle  that  all  bank  promis- 
sory notes  shonld  be  payable  to  bearer  on  demand  in  specie, 
yet  the  bill  in  which  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  aftSF 
its  adoption  by  the  House,  were  embodied,  was  rejected  l^ 
the  Council,  who,  however,  expressed  their  concurrence  in 
the  general  principle  that  a  paper  cutrency  should  be  con- 
vortible  into  gold  or  silver — a  principle  soon  after  adopted^ 
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and  the  nniversiil  and  legal  recognition  of  whioh,  at  present, 
when  banldng  operations  are  conducted  on  so  extensive  a 
scale,  lies  at  the  very  foundation  of  a  healthy  oorrency,  and 
without  which  that  implicit  confidence  in  paper  money,  so 
SBsential  to  the  auccesBfiil  conduct  of  these  eatabliahmente,  as 
well  as  t«  the  legitimate  eztension  of  commerce  and  manu- 
fiutures,  could  not  exist. 

Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  Haliikx  Banking  Com- 
pany, in  the  year  1825,  Provincial  notes  were  the  principal 
circulating  medium,  in  which  the  business  of  tJie  country 
was  transacted.  These  notes  were  not  conTertible  inb> 
specie,  but  their  valne  was  not  called  in  question,  and  they 
constituted  a  loan  to  the  people  without  any  interest.  Ko 
inconvenieiice  was  sensibly  felt  i^m  the  absence  of  a 
metric  reserve.  "Wben  the  projectors  of  the  Bank  of  Nova- 
Scotia  applied  for  a  Charter  in  1832,  they  were  required,  under 
the  pressure  brought  to  bear  in  the  LegiBlatore  by  parties 
interested  in  the  Hali&x  Banking  Company,  to  make  a  de- 
posit in  specie  and  Provincial  notes  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
thoosand  pounds,  as  well  as  to  make  their  notes  payable  inr 
solid  coin  under  a  heavy  penalty.  When  the  time  came  for 
tbe  payment  of  deposits  by  the  stockholders,  they  fonnd 
little  specie,  and  few  Provincial  notes  in  circulation.  Henc» 
they  had  recourse  to  the  notes  of  tlie  Halifax  Banking  Com- 
pany, in  order  to  procure  the  necessary  medium.  A  run  on 
the  bank  was  the  natural  consequence,  which  it  sustained  by 
payment  of  inconvertible  treasury  notes,  which  became  de- 
preciated, and  thus  a  crisia  was  produced — proving  that  a 
bank  note  circulation  cannot  be  permanently  sustained  with- 
out dimibution  of  value,  except  by  payment  on  demand  in 
current  coin. 

Id  opening  the  session  of  1834,  the  President  stated  that 
His  Uajesty  having  been  made  aware  of  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  to  have  the  management  of  the  reve- 
nuee,  and  anticipating  a  formal  application  on  the  subject, 
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bad  authorized  him  to  express  bis  readiness  to  place  the 
casual  and  t^iritorial  revenue  at  tbe  disposal  of  the  Frovin- 
cial  Legisl&tare,  on  their  a^eeing  to  moke  a  permanent 
provision  for  tbe  pnblic  servants  whose  salaries  bad  been 
hitherto  paid  from  the  flinda  he  was  disposed  to  surrender, 
or  from  Parliamentary  grants  which  were  discontinned.  His 
Honor,  accordingly,  a  few  daye  after  the  opening  of  tbe 
eeesiOD,  sent  a  message  to  the  house,  with  an  extract  of  a 
despatch  from  E.  G.  Stanley,  tbe  Secretary  of  State  tor  tbe 
Colonies,  in  which  he  replied  to  an  address  to  His  Majesty 
repoi'lod  to  tbe  House  of  Assembly,  and  of  which  tbe  dis- 
cussion was  to  be  resumed  in  the  present  session. 

The  Sacretaij  ezpreesed  his  BSlJB^Uon  with  the  addtesa  ae  eTinciog,  on 
llw  part  of  tbe  Hooaa,  ao  eameat  desire  lo  meet  tbe  Tiewg  end  vubea  of  Hii 
M(^e«^  in  regeid  to  the  finuicial  coii«erns  of  tbe  ProTiaee.  Bj  the  CKprea- 
«iQa  of  sach  a  feelio^,  tbe  amuigemeDt  which  he  propoied  to  recommend 
to  the  LegiBUtore  hftd  became  camparatiTelf  eaaj,  and  be  had  evet7  rewon 
'to  expect  th&t  the  propoaal  which  be  had  to  make,  and  tbe  details  which 
lie  should  proceed  t«  explain,  would  reeeire  their  ready  conearrAice.  His 
IC^eitf  bad  been  advised  to  BuneDder  absolutely  tbe  whole  of  the  nTSDUei 
«f  tbe  crown,  takiog  in  exchange  a  moderate  civil  list  The  amoantt^ 
revenae  thiu  placed  in  the  handi  of  the  Assembly  would  be  four  tboiuand 
ponods,  as  rent  of  coal  mines  for  the  next  three  yearB,  and  commutation  of 
tbe  Lieatecatit-Gaveraor  and  Becret&iT'B  fees  which  would  amoant  to  six 
bundi«d  pounds.  Tbe  amount  deriv^  traai  the  sale  of  landB  be  had  not 
tbe  means  of  ascertaining,  bat  be  eetimated  the  wh(^  amomtt  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Anembly  at  five  tboasaad  pounds.  Tbe  cirit  list  required 
in  retam  included  tbe  salary  of  tbe  Lientecant-Qoveraor — three  thcueaiid 
five  bundled  pounds,  and  that  of  tbe  Secretary  one  tbousand  poiuidB.  The 
Temalnder  of  tbe  civil  establishment,  and  sacbBcrvicesas  bad  beendef^yed 
by  His  Uajittj  ttom  ftmds  at  bii  own  disposal,  was  to  be  [vovided  heac^ 
furward  by  the  Assemldy.  The  Colooial  Secntair  also  ezpicwed  His 
U^esly'B  indiaation  to  ncelve  with  lalis&ctiott  aof  arrangemeat  which 
night  relieve  him  &om  the  Deoesslty  of  enforcing  bis  just  right  to  tbe  quit 
rents,  and  his  readiness  to  surrender  this  branch  of  the  ravenne  to  tbe  Fro- 
vincial  Parliament,  on  tbe  single  condition  that  they  ibonld  make  an  ade- 
quate provision  for  tbe  permatieat  support  and  Independenoe  of  the  jndi<dal 
cstaUiBhment  of  the  Province. 

Tbe  Solioitor  Greneral  brought  the  message  under  the 
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nodce  of  the  Assembly,  and,  in  a  long  and  elaborate  speech 
zDOTod  a  series  of  reBolntions  with  the  view  of  committing 
the  Honse  to  the  acceptance  of  His  Ifajesty's  proposal  as  to 
the  revenne  of  the  Frovince,  and  the  maiiii«nKnce  of  the 
ofBeers  of  the  civil  department  He  proposed  that  the 
ealaiy  of  the  Chief  Jnatice  Bfaonld  be  twelve  hnndred  ponnda 
of  the  Attorney  General,  six  hundred ;  the  Solicitor  General, 
two  hundred ;  the  assistant  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court] 
seven  hundred  each ;  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty;  the  first  Jnstice  of  Cape  Breton,  four  hon' 
dred  and  fifty ;  and  three  justices  of  Common  Pleaa  and 
Presidents  of  Sessions,  three  hundred  and  fifty  each.  Be- 
eides  his  salary  it  was  proposed  tiiat  the  Chief  Justice 
should  be  allowed  the  usual  travelling  expenses  and  certain 
fees.  The  achemo  with  certain  modifications  was  embodied 
in  a  bill  which  was  read  a  first  time — allowing  one  thousand 
pounds  sterling  to  the  Provincial  Secretary,  besides  five 
hnndred  pounde  as  Registrar,  a  hundred  pounds  as  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  and  four  hundred  pounds  for  clerks  and  contin- 
gencies ;  the  allowance  of  the  Governor  being  fixed  at  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds.  The  publication  of  the  scale 
excited  general  indignation,  as  being  utterly  disproportion- 
ate to  the  extent  and  financial  circumstances  of  the  Pro- 
vince. The  people  of  Halifax  presented  an  ably  drawn  up 
and  numerously  signed  petition  against  the  scale  of  salaries, 
and  many  counties  protested  strongly  against  the  adoption 
of  the  bill,  the  further  consideration  of  which  was  deferred 
till  next  session. 

Dnring  the  session  of  1934,  Mr.  Alex.  Stewart  made  a 
Tigoroos  attack  on  the  constitutiiHiofHis  Majesty's  Council, 
moving  three  resolutions  having  for  their  object  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  Council  to  the  pabllc  during  its  deliben^ 
tions,  to  nibim  that  body  by  an  increase  of  its  members  by 
additions  chosen  from  the  oonntry,  and  to  divest  it  of  execu- 
tive powers.    Though  the  discussion  did  not  lead  to  an 
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immediate  practical  result,  yet  it  prepared  tlie  public  mind 
for  important  changes  in  the  conatitation  of  the  Connoil, 
which  were  sabseqaently  effected. 

Od  Tuesday  the  first  of  July,  1834,  Major  General  Sir 
Colin  Campbell,  E.C.B.,  arrived  in  Halifhx,  as  Lientenant- 
Goremor  of  the  Province,  when  the  administration  of 
President  Jeffrey,  which  had  lasted  for  eighteen  months,  - 
was  terminated. 

At  this  period  bosinesa  was  exceedingly  depressed  in  the 
Province,  arising  mainly  from  two  sacceasive  deficient 
harrestfi,  and  derangement  of  the  cnrrency  by  the  almost 
nntimited  circulation  of  inconvertible  paper,  on  which  the 
public  were  obliged  to  sacrifice  nine  pence  in  the  pound. 
Qoods  and  proper^  of  all  kinds  were  much  depreciated  in 
value.  Fish  which  brought  in  the  previous  year  fifteen 
shillinge  per  quintal,  were  sold  in  the  present  year  at  ten 
shillings  and  sixpence.  Several  imporiAut  bankruptcies 
occurred,  and  a  dark  cloud  overshadowed  the  mercantilo 
community. 

The  gloom  was  intensified  by  the  appearance  of  cholera 
in  Halifoz,  early  in  the  month  of  August.  The  newspapers 
of  the  fourteenth  of  that  month  reported  several  cases  in 
the  poor  house.  The  plague,  which  had  been  at  first  confined 
to  the  upper  streets,  the  poor  house  and  the  barracks,  soon 
extended  to  other  portions  of  the  town.  In  three  weeks, 
after  the  introduction  of  the  disease  into  ^e  city  the 
rifle  brigade  lost  twenty-nine  men,  forty  deaths  having 
occurred  in  the  pOor  house  during  the  same  time;  the  total 
deaths  during  the  period  stated  having  been  one  hundred 
and  three.  On  the  removal  of  the  Eifle  Brigade  to  Bedford 
only  two  cases  occurred  in  the  regiment,  shewing  the  extent 
to  which  the  propagation  of  the  scourge  was  owing  tO' 
atmospheric  influences.  On  the  fourth  of  September  ond 
hundred  and  eighteen  cases  were  reported  as  under  treat- 
ment, the  highest  number  of  deaths  in  one  day  being 
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eiglite«ii.  On  the  elerenth  of  September,  one  hiuidred  and 
Qtty-Smr  caees  were  reported,  twenty-three  deaths  having 
occarred  on  the  previoas  day.  The  weather  had  now  be- 
come cool  and  In-acing,  and  there  was,  by  the  &Tor  of  Ood, 
a  diminntion  in  the  niunber  of  persons  affect«cl,  which  oon- 
tinned  steadily,  so  that  on  the  twenty  fifth  of  Septembw, 
only  thirty-eight  pereons  were  under  treatment  ]  one  deatli 
only  oocnrriDg  on  that  day.  By  the  second  of  October  the 
dleeaae  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  the  Board  of  Health 
having  passed  the  following  gratifying  resolntion  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  September :  That  from  the  improved 
state  of  the  health  of  the  town,  the  small  number  of 
patients  lately  sent  to  Dalhonsie  Hospital,  and  the  few  oases 
now  remaining,  the  Board  deem  it  nnnecessaiy  to  continue 
their  daily  reports,  and  should  no  other  cases  occur  they 
hope  to  discontinue  the  hospital  establishment  aft«r  Monday 
next 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  ihmiliee  left  the  oily,  and  country  people  ceasing  to 
bring  their  produce  to  market,  the  slreeta  cm  Saturday 
mornings  were  nnuaually  quiet. 

On  the  eighth  of  Septembo-,  1834,  died  the  Bevi  William 
Slack,  the  &ther  of  Methodism  in  Kova  Scotia;  a  man  of 
eminent  piety  and  s^nstolio  zeaL  He  was  a  native  of 
Huddersfield,  In  West  Yorkshire,  and  was  bom  in  the  year 
1760  of  highly  respectable  parents.  His  father  designing  to 
emigrate  to  America  with  his  family,  deemed  it  prudent  to 
visit  the  intended  land  of  his  adoption  before  remioring 
thither  with  his  family.  He  accordingly  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic in  the  spring  of  1774,  and  purchased  land  at  Amherst, 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  returning  to  ESoglaad  in  the 
fbllowing  autumn,  and  emigrating  with  his  family  in  the 
spring  of  1775.  When  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Black  began 
to  preach.  Having  been  invited  to  Tantramar  to  address 
the  people,  the  meeting  was  broken  up  by  a  ytaty  of  soldiers 
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who  had  heeu  sent  for  that  pnrpose  hy  the  commander  of 
the  garriBOD,  in  oonseqnence  of  complainbi  lodged  by  the 
chnrch  minister.  Kr.  Black,  and  upwards  of  twenty  oUiora 
were  made  prisoners,  font  were  soon  set  at  liberty,  as  no 
charge  implying  a  violation  of  any  known  law  could  be 
brought  ogftinst  them.  This  impertinent  and  illegal  inter- 
ference with  the  religioas  liberty  of  the  enbject,  had  the 
contrary  effect  of  that  intended.  Thereport  of  military'prohi- 
bition  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  spread  rapidly  through 
the  country,  exciting  general  indignation,  and  the  young 
preacher  became  more  poptdar  than  ever.  The  z&ai  with 
which  Mr.  Black  labored  in  the  Master's  service,  is  indicated 
by  one  short  sentence  which  occurs  in  an  account  which  he 
gives  of  a  missionary  tour  in  the  Frovinoe:  "It  is  now  eight 
days  since  I  left  this  place,  in  which  I  have  preached 
UaHTSEi)  times,  and,  excepting  two  meetings,  I  know  not 
a  single  occasion  on  which  it  was  not  evident  that  many 
who  heard  the  Word  were  melted  into  tears,  if  they  did  not 
cry  alond  for  mercy."  On  one  occasion,  when  he  preached 
in  Haliftx,  "The  conduct,"  says  bis  able  biographer,  tlie 
Eev.  Br.  Matthew  Biohey,  "  of  some  present  was  extremely 
irreverent.  While  Mr.  Black  was  citing  the  words,  '  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  hut  Thee  ?  and  thwe  is  none  on  the  earth 
beside  Thee  t'  he  was  interrupted  by  kn  impious  man  in 
terms  too  revolting  to  be  repeated.  EmboldMied  by  on  ex- 
ample so  unworthy  of  imitation,  a  fow  individuals,  glorying 
in  their  sbune,  attended  the  meeting  the  following  night, 
prepared  with  gunpowder  crackers,  which  they  threw  into 
the  fire.  The  oonfhsion  produced  by  their  explosion  ever  and 
anon  was  inis^ased  t^  their  shouting,  '  You'll  not  preach 
long — the  prea^ang  is  comuig.'  Their  oppoeititm  was  im- 
potent. Ptff  their  rage  and  contumely,  the  preacher  returned 
pa'Uence  and  pity." 

Here  We  intended  to  introduce  a  clever  production  from 
the  pen  t^  Mr.  Black,  being  "  an  address  by  Beelzebub  to 
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his  liega  Babjects  of  the  townsbip  of  Httliibz,"  whicli 
eparkles  with  quaint  humor,  and  gives  a  more  correct  idea 
of  the  mental  calibre  of  the  man  than  woald  half  a  dozen 
of  Bermonfi,  but  onr  limited  apace  will  not  admit  of  its  inser- 
tion. 

Mr.  Slack  correeponded  r^ularly  with  the  BoT.  John 
Wesley,  whose  letters  to  him  are  perfect  gems  both  in 
ezpreesion  and  Bontiment.* 

William  Black  waa  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  for  half  a. 
century,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-foar,  as  he  had 
lived,  fall  of  &ith  and  hope.  His  last  words  were:  "All  is 
wetU" 

Contemporary  with  Mr.  Black  was  the  Kev.  Heniy 
Alline  of  Falmonth,  IS.  S.,  whose  name  is  perhaps  as  tbrai- 
liar  to  the  Christians  of  Great  Britain  as  to  those  of  Nova 
Scotia.  He  was  a  man  of  no  scholastic  cnltnre,  but  of 
remarkable  natural  talent.  In  awakening  tfae  most  torpid 
aodiences  to  a  sense  of  the  realities  of  Uie  religion  of  Christ, 
perhaps,  he  has  not  been  surpassed  in  modem  times.  But 
his  dogmatic  self-sufficiency  and  imcharitablenees  sadly 
marred  his  usefulness.  He  had  high  notions  of  his  own 
inikUibiiity,  and  did  not  scrapie  to  denounce  all  who  ven- 
tured to  qnestion  tlie  soriptnral  character  of  some  of  his 
opioioDS.  Mr.  Black,  satisfied  that  Mr.  Alline  was  a  good 
man,  did  all  he  oonld  to  live  on  terms  of  Christian  friendship 
with  faim,  bat  in  vain. 

In  the  month  of  October  a  temperance  convention  was 
held  in  Hali&z,  attended  by  about  thirty  delegates  repre- 
sentingthe  various  temperance  societaeeintheProviQce.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mjr.  John  Leander  Starr,  Mr.  Edmund 
Ward  being  appointed  secretary.  The  ooDvention  continued 
in  session  several  days,  during  which  interesting  reports 


'  8te  Memoir  of  the  late  Bey,  William  Black,  Wefileyan  jnioiBter, 
Hali&z,  N.  S.,  by  Matthew  Richey,  D.D. 
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were  presented  conveying  information  as  to  the  origin, 
progress  and  present  condition  of  the  societios  represent«d. 
In  an  address  presented  to  the  Lientenant  Governor  Solicit- 
ing hie  patronage  to  the  movement,  the  delegates  stated 
that  they  represented  fifteen  thousand  of  His  Majesty's  loyal 
Bobjeetfl  in  the  Frovtnoe.  The  address  concluded  with  the 
following  passage ;  "  Were  it  necessary  to  urge  anything 
fhrther  on  yonr  Excellency's  attention,  we  might  advert  to 
the  direfal  effects  of  intemperance  so  fbarMIy  developed 
■during  the  prevalence  of  die  cholera  in  this  town,  and  the 
anlversally  acknowledged  fact  that  its  influence  is  strong  in 
perpetuating  and  cherishing  the  existence  of  that  dreadful 
Acourge  where  it  has  once  appeared."  His  Excellency  said 
in  reply  that  he  should  consider  himself  unworthy  of  the 
position  to  which  His  Majesty  had  appointed  him  if  he  did 
not,  by  every  meuis  in  his  power,  give  his  support  and  coun- 
tenance in  forwarding  the  laudable  objects  of  the  temperance 
societies  represented  by  the  delegates. 

Tlje  Assembly  met  in  Kovember,  when  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  delivered  a  speech  of  m(n-e  length  than  was  custom- 
ary, and  in  which  topics  that  had  agitated  the  Province 
fbr  some  time  were  discussed.  He  expressed  His  Majesty's 
regret  that  the  offers  made  to  the  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  respecting  the  surrender  of  the 
revenue  belonging  to  the  Crown  had  not  been  more  favor- 
ably received,  and  as  the  variety  of  views  entertained  on 
the  subject,  and  the  difficulty  of  adjusting  opinions  appeared 
to  forbid  the  hope  of  any  satisfactory  agreement,  he  had  in 
consequence  received  His  Majesiy's  commands  not  to  rei>eat 
the  offer  of  surrendering  the  casual  and  territorial  revenues, 
in  exchange  for  a  permanent  civil  list.  He  intimated  His 
Majesty's  determination  to  collect  the  quit  rents,  unless  the 
Assembly  felt  disposed  to  make,  in  lieu  of  them,  a  permanent 
j;rant  to  the  Crown  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year. 
Should  the  Assembly  deem  it  desirable  so  to  commute  them, 
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it  would  be  the  means  of  freeing  the  landowners  from  th© 
payment  of  a  rent  of  nearly  triple  the  amount,  the  collection  - 
of  which  might  prove  inconvenient;  but  shoold  they  deem 
that  inexpedient,  there  was  no  choice  left  but  to  comply  with 
iiis  instractionB,  and  order  their  immediate  collection.  His 
Excellency  added  that  it  would  be  a  source  of  gratification  to 
him  if,  at  the  commencement  of  his  government,  he  was  en- 
Abled  through  these  means  to  extricate  his  administration 
from  the  difflcnlties  with  which  itwas  at  present  threatened. 

The  subject  of  the  Quit  Bents  having  been  taken  up  in 
the  House,  a  spirited  disoussion  ensued  in  which  Hr.  John 
Young  and  Mr.  Stewart  were  tfae  principal  speakers,  and 
which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  granting  to 
His  Majesty  a  yearly  sum  of  two  thoosand  pounds  for  the 
surrender  of  the  Quit  Bents — a  bill  in  accordance  with  which 
was  passed,  providing  that  the  sum  should  be  specifically 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  Lieutenant- 
<rovemor  or  Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being. 

Very  decided  if  not  enlightened  views  with  reference  to 
the  extension  of  trade  were  held  bytheAssembly,  and  efforts 
were  made  to  increase  the  number  of  ports  into  which  Tea- 
sels laden  with  foreign  productions  could  be  admitted.  The 
only  porta  in  the  Province  into  which  such  vessels  could 
legally  enter  in  1832,  were  Halil^x,  Pictou  and  Sydney, 
Under  the  denomination  of  warehousing  ports  Liverpool 
and  Yarmouth  were  added  to  the  number,  a  privilege  to 
which  the  extent  of  their  traffic  certainly  entitled  them.  At 
this  period  shipping  was  employed  at  Liverpool  to  the  ex- 
'tent  of  twenty-five  thousand  tons.  Yarmouth  had  a  ton- 
nage of  thirty-seven  thousand — the  official  value  of  its  ex- 
ports and  imports  being  upwards  of  eighty.one  thousand 
poonds.  As  Lunenburg  employed  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  six  thousand  five  hundred 
and  sixteen,  and  Windsor  exported  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  tons  of  gypsum  to  the  United  States,  it  was  by  the 
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House  considered  a  grievance  that  into  these  porta  no  veBsel 
could  enter  with  her  return  cargo,  without  having  previooBly 
entered  the  harbors  of  St.  John  and  St  Andrew's— the  only 
porte  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  into  which  British  vessels  conld 
enter  irom  foreign  porta  with  articles  <rf  foreign  growdi, 
produce,  or  mannfacture,  and  both  in  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick.  Arichat  also,  with  ite  exports  of  forty  thousand 
quintals  of  dry  fish,  twelve  thousand  barrels  of  dry  fish, 
thirteen  hundred  barrels  of  oil,  and  owning  two  hundred 
and  twenty  vessels,  was  excluded.  The  AasemUy  addressed 
His  Majesty,  repeatedly  urging  tho  propriety  of  opening  the 
porta  mentioned,  as  well  as  others,  to  Britiah  vesBela  carrying 
foreign  produce,  but  the  proposition  was  strenuously  opposed 
by  the  Council. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1835,  appeared  in  tie  Jftroo  Aoftan, 
of  which  Mr.  Joseph  Howe  was  proprietor  and  editor,  a 
letter  signed  "  The  People,"  in  which  the  magistrates  and 
police  of  the  city  were  accused  of  having,  during  the  lapse 
of  thirty  years,  taken  firom  the  pocketa  of  tie  people  hy 
means  of  various  exactions  and  fines  the  sum  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds.  One  magistrate  was  accused  of  abstiacting 
from  one  establishment, "  dedicated  to  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute," at  least  three  hundred  pounds  yearly,  and  the  writer 
boldly  stated  that  fbr  the  last  thirty  years  two  hundred 
pounds  were  pud  daily  in  fines  of  which,  the  writer  saroaa- 
tacally  remarked,  as  much  went  into  the  royal  cofi'ers  as 
might  be  expected  wore  the  long  dormant  quit  rents  impru- 
dently revived  I  "  Is  it  not  known,"  said  the  writer,  "  to 
every  reflecting  and  observant  man,  whose  bosinesa  or  curi- 
osity has  led  him  to  tak^a  view  of  the  municipal  bustle  of 
oar  courte  of  session,  that  irom  the  pockets  of  the  poor  and 
distxeased  at  least  one  thousand  pounds  are  drawn  yearly,  and 
pocketed  by  men  whose  services  the  country  might  well 
spare."  The  writer  concluded  by  a  comical  allusion  to  the 
physiognomy,  martial  tread  and  manly  mien  of  Sir  Colin 
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Campbell,  the  Lieutentuit-Govemor,  in  which  he  diacovered 
the  features  of  the  late  Sir  John  Sherbrooke,  expreesiDg  his 
conviction  that  if  the  inward  man  corresponded,  there  was 
yet  some  hope  for  "  The  People."  This  amnfiing  epistle 
created  no  small  sensation  throughout  the  country,  and  the 
magistrates  resolved  to  bring  an  action  for  lib^l  against  Mr. 
Howe,  founded  on  the  letter  in  question.  The  Attorney- 
General,  S.  6.  "W.  Archibald,  accordingly  wrote  with  much 
apparent  gravity  in  the  following  terms  to  Mr.  Howe :  "  I 
am  called  upon  in  my  official  capacity  to  institute  a  prosecu- 
tion against  you  for  the  publication  of  an  article  signed, 
"The  People,"  in  the  JVora  Scotian  of  the  first  January  last, 
contMuing  very  gross  charges  against  the  magistrates  of 
Halifox ;  and,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  against  you 
in  the  ensuing  term,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  give  you 
this  notice  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  trial  in  the  samo 
term."  This  letter  Mr.  Howe  published,  stating  that  their 
worships  might  gain  a  victory,  but  that  he  should  be  mis- 
taken if  they  bore  their  banners  unsullied  from  the  field. 

As  the  result  of  the  action  depended  on  the  verdict  of  a 
jury,  Mr.  Howo  acted  wisely  in  undertaking  his  defence 
himself.  He  judged  shrewdly  that  the  question  "ought  to 
turn  on  no  mere  technicality  or  nice  doctrine  of  law,  but  on 
those  broad  and  simple  principles  of  truth  and  justice  to 
which  an  unpractised  speaker  might  readily  appeal,  and 
which  an  impartial  jury  could  as  clearly  comprehend."  The 
case  was  opened  by  Mr.  James  P.  Gray  in  an  exceedingly 
temperate  speech.  Ho  said  that  when  the  letter  which  con- 
stituted the  ground  of  indictment  was  published  the  accused 
applied  to  the  Governor,  praying  that  such  a  course  should 
be  adopted  as  would  bring  the  matter  before  a  eourt  of  jus- 
tice. The  application  was  transmitted  to  the  Attorney- 
General.  That  officer  had  in  virtue  of  his  office  more  power 
than  any  other  advocate,  aqd  might  adopt  either  of  two 
courses :  he  could  hare  filed  an  ex-offido  information  on  behalf 
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of  the  Crown,  which,  without  any  preliminary  inijuiry,  would 
place  dofendant  on  his  trial,  or  lay  the  charge  before  the 
Grand  Inijaeat  of  the  county.  The  latter  found  a  bill,  and 
now  Mr.  Howo  atood  hla  trial  as  he  would  for  any  other 
criminal  offence.  Aa  regards  public  persona,  such  as  magis- 
trates and  other  functionaries,  the  law  considered  a  libel  a 
higher  oifunce  than  when  committed  against  private  indi- 
viduals. Mr.  Gray  concluded  by  saying  that  the  counsel  for 
the  pro.?ecution  were  contending  against  the  popular  aide  of 
the  question,  but  that  jui-ios  in  Halifax  had  always  done  jus- 
tice between-  parties  uninfluenced  by  such  considerationa, 
and  that  whatever  their  verdict  might  be  he  ehonld  be 
-satisfied. 

Xt.  Hove  began  bis  address  bj  referring  to  the  peculiar  circumslaaces  ia 
Vhicb  he  appeared  before  the  JU17,  entreating  them  to  beliete  tbal  no 
oatealatioua  desire  for  display  bad  induced  liim  to  undertake  the  labor,  and 
responsibiliC;  of  bis  defence,  but  he  felt  that  if  the  press  was  to  be  aul>- 
jected  to  sucb  a  series  of  proaecutions  as  this  one,  it  was  indispenelble 
for  the  safety  of  thoge  who  conducted  it  that  they  should  learo  to  de- 
fend themselrea.  He  thanked  HcaTen  and  tbeir  ancestors  that  he  did  not 
Btaod  before  a  renal  and  corrnpt  court,  and  a  packed  and  predetermilied 
jury  to  contend  against  these  horrible  perfersians  of  the  coustitaiion  and 
tbe  law,  b;  which  justice  and  common  lease  were  formcrlj  outraged,  and 
by  which  many  on  innocent  and  vlrluoua  man  had  been  cruelly  condemned. 
Formerly  in  cases  of  libel,  instead  of  the  jury  being  called  on  to  give  a 
general  Terdict,  fuunded  on  their  own  riew  of  the  law  and  the  facta,  they 
were  directed  to  determine  only  whether  (he  matter  in  qnegtion  had  been 
published  by  the  party  arraigned ;  and  if  it  had,  the  judge  assumed  bis 
guilt,  and  a  wicked  minister  often  awarded  the  punishment ;  but  be  thanked 
Cod  those  days  were  past.  Such  a  prostitution  of  judicial  power  could 
never  occur  again  under  tbe  shadow  of  Brjlisb  law,  fur  no  jury  within  the 
wide  circle  of  the  Empire  would  submit  to  such  an  infraction  of  their  pri- 
Tilegee,  ereh  if  a  judge  could  be  found  daring  enough  to  attempt  it.  If 
the  magistratea  had  dared  to  bare  brought  the  action  in  such  a  form  as  to 
make  evidence  admissible,  be  would  have  seat  them  out  of  court  in  aworse 
condition  than  FaUtaffg  ragged  regiment. 

Ur.  Howe  then  asked  what  motire  he  cuuld  have  in  attacking  a  body  in 
tbe  ranks  of  which  were  some  of  his<oKn  relations  and  friends,  and  which 
embraced  some  of  tbe  leading  men  of  the  principal  families  in  Hallraz, 
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-whose  support  uid  conntoiiance  might  be  of  esseatial  aerrlce— whose 
•tjsMtj  it  would  be  impolitic,  if  not  highly  Injnrions  to  provoke.  He  thea 
pcceented  a  picture  of  the  ludicroiu  conduct  of  his  aoeuteni,  in  marching 
into  court  and  reading  &  reaol  otion  In  which  thej  eipresaed  their  anue^ 
that  Ur.  Joseph  Howe  should  be  allowed  to  adduce  evidence  tosubatantiate 
the  published  charges,  whilst  they  knew  perfectly  that  each  procedure  as 
the  calling  of  wilneBses  was  in  the  circams  lances  impossible,  and  that  his 
Lordship  dared  not,  for  bis  bead,  vary  the  roles  of  law  bj  which  tJie  iiaae 
was  to  be  tried.  It  appeared  to  Mm  as  if  they  had  loaded  a  field-piece, 
presented  it  at  the  heart  of  their  foe,  whom  tbef  had  tied  to  a  stake,  and 
haring  lighted  tbe  fuse,  xravely  took  off  their  hats,  and  making  a  verj 
polite  bow,  begged  Uiat  it  would  not  go  off  till  he  had  got  behind  his  wall. 
"  Bnt,"  said  Hr.  Howe,  "  I  hope  to  pnt  them  in  the  situaUon  of  the  unfbrtunate 
Iriahman,  who,  to  prevent  the  explosion,  ciammed  his  wig  into  the  maiEle, 
and  give  them  'a  hoist  with  their  own  petard.'"     . 

To  tbe  charge  contained  in  tbe  iadictmeut  that  be  was  greatly  disaSTected 
to  (be  administration  of  His  Majesty's  Oovemment  in  this  Province,  and 
"wickedly,  maliciously  and  seditiously  contriving,  devising  and  iutcnding  to 
stir  up  and  excite  discontent  and  sedition  among  His  Mnjesty's  subjects,  lie 
replied  with  gi«at  effect  by  reading  Trom  the  Gle  of  the  X'ova  Scotian  articles 
wluch  had  emanated  from  his  pen,  and  which  breathed  the  most  devoted 
loyalty  ^  the  British  Throne,  as  well  as  warm  attachment  to  the  British 
consUtution.  He  then  directed  a'tentionlo  the  modeiu  which  the  poor  and 
county  rates  had  been  levied  for  many  years,  a'nd  proved  that  tbe  accounts 
were  kept  In  snch  a  scandalous  manner  that  no  human  being  could  unravel 
them,  and  that  tlie  grossest  Irregularity  and  partiality  were  evinced  in 
their  collection. 

Ur.  Howe  then  referred  to  tbe  management  of  Bridewell,  which  was  under 
the  control  of  the  magistrates,  and  amused  the  jury  and  the  audience  by  a 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  its  business  was  conducted.  He  next 
alluded  to  tbe  poor  asylum,  in  relation  to  which  it  had  been  expressly  ea- 
aeted  that  no  conuniseion  should  bave  any  profit  or  emolument  whatever 
by  furnistuDg  supplies.  "Some of  the  members  of  tbe  sessions  bail  thought," 
said  the  accused,  "  that  tbey  could  alter  this  law  as  they  wished  to  alter  the 
law  of  libel,  for  in  the  face  of  that  section  was  it  not  matter  of  uoleriely 
tbatj'or  years  the  principal  part  of  the  supplies  for  the  poor  house  passed 
through  a  certMn  stOK,  that  neariy  all  tbe  flour  aud  meal  passej  through 
a  certain  mill,  leaving  of  course  an  abundant  grist  behind."  The  abuses  of 
the  police  regulations  were  next  exposed  with  unsparing  band,  and  the- 
question  put  to  tbe  Joiy,  "  now,  gentlemen,  upon  a  calm  survey  of  [his  casa 
«aa  you  find  me  guilty  of  a  malicious  libel  T" 
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Mr.  Howe,  towards  the  end  of  hia  addreae,  which  occupied 
six  honra  in  the  deliveiy,  qnotod  eminent  aathorities  in  la^r 
tending  to  show  that  the  jory  were  bound  to  judge  of  his 
conduct  according  to  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated, 
aa  determined  by  the  &cts  which  he  had  laid  before  them. 
"  Gentlemen,"  he  said, "  I  feel  that  your  verdict  will  rescue 
me  from  the  perils  with  which  I  have  been  environed.  You 
will  not  deliver  meover  to  the  tender  merciesof  the  seesions. 
You  will  tell  these  jobbing  justices  that  they  should  have 
come  into  court  with  clean  hands,  that  they  should  have  set 
their  house  in  order^their  poorhonseand  their  workhouse,, 
before  they  came  to  claim  a  verdict  to  repair  their  rotten 
reputations." 

After  Mr.  Hone  had  finished  his  address  the  court  ad- 
journed till  next  day  when  the  Attomey^General,  Mr,  S.  G. 
W.  Archibald  addressed  the  jury  in  a  speech,  from  which  it 
may  be  inferred,  that  whilst  believing  that  the  letter  under 
the  signature  "  The  People"  was  in  law  a  libel,  yet  that  it 
contained  more  than  a  spice  of  truth.  Chief  Justice  Halli- 
burton, in  charging  the  jury,  said;  "  In  my  opinion  the  paper 
charged  is  a  libel,  and  your  duty  is  to  state  by  your  verdict  that 
it  is  libellous."  With  due  deference  to  hia  Lordship  we  may 
'  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  abrogated  his  function  as  a 
constitutional  judge,  and  assumed  that  of  an  imperious 
dictator  when  he  instructed  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  His  duty  as  judge  was  to  expound  the  law,  leaving 
the  jury  to  determine  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  deductions, 
and  the  bearing  of  the  f^ts.  If  it  be  the  duty  of  juries  to 
return  verdicts,  according  to  the  opinions  of  presiding 
judges,  then  their  Lordships  are  de  facto  juries  as  well  as 
judges,  and  the  functions  of  the  former  are  simply  nominal, 
an  English  jury  being  no  longer  "  the  most  refreshing  pros- 
,  pect  that  the  eye  of  accused  innocence  ever  mot  at  a  human 
tribunal,"  but  an  organized  sham. 
The  jury,  in  this  case,  without  hesitation,  returned  a  ver- 
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diet  of  not  ffuilty,  which  was  received  with  unbounded  popu- 
lar eatisf^tion. 

In  his  defence,  Mr,  Howe  was  allowed  a  degree  of  latitude, 
which  would  not  bo  permitted  to  a  professional  advocate, 
and  the  style  aa  well  as  matter  of  his  speech  could  not  have 
been  better  adapted  for  a  jury.  The  trial  possesses  historical 
interest,  aa  securing  permanently  in  thia  country  the  free- 
dom of  the  press.  The  matter  of  the  letter  in  which  the 
action  originated  was  clearly  actionable,  and  if  the  charges 
could  have  been  substantiated,  would  have  rendered  the 
publisher  liable  to  heavy  damages,  if  the  mode  of  trial 
admitted  of  their  imposition,  or,  as  in  the  case  in  question, 
in  the  event  of  an  adverse  decision,  to  severe  punishment 
hy  imprisonment. 

Till  the  decisions  of  Lord  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Justice  BuUer 
in  the  celebrated  trial  ofDr.Shipley,  the  Dean  of  St.  Asaph, 
the  functions  of  juries  in  libel  cases  were  not  well  defined. 
In  consequence  of  the  anomalies  of  these  decisions  — 
undoubtedly  justified  by  precedent — and  the  masterly  expo- 
sure made  by  the  greatest  forensic  advocate  that  ever  graced 
the  English  bar— Thomas  Erskine— Mr.  Fox  framed  a  libel 
law,  whose  provisions  implied  that  the  decisions  of  the  eminent 
judges  named— although  correct  according  to  legal  usage — 
were  unconstitutional ;  an  opinion  which  was  approved  by 
the  British  Legislature,  the  bill  becoming  law,  and  pro- 
viding that  on  the  trial  of  an  indictment  or  information 
for  tho  making  or  publishing  any  libel,  where  issues  are 
joined  between  the  king  and  a  defendant,  on  the  plea  of  not 
guilty  pleaded,  it  be  competent  to  the  jury  impanneled  to 
try  the  same,  to  give  a  general  verdict  of  guilty  or  not  guilty 
upon  the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and  that  they  shall  not  be 
required  or  directed  by  the  court  or  judge,  before  whom  such 
indictment  or  information  shall  be  tried,  to  find  the  defendant 
guilty  merely  on  the  proof  of  tho  publication  by  such  defen- 
dant of  the  paper  charged  to  be  a  libel,  and  of  the  sense 
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ascribed  to  the  same  in  such  iDdictment  or  information. 
This  admirable  act  which  has  been  in  force  for  upwards  or 
sixty  years,  and  by  which  the  presiding  judge  is  required 
to  state  the  law,  and  give  his  opinion  as  to  its  bearing  on  the 
case,  but  which  Tests  with  the  jury  the  ultimate  decision, 
has  been  regarded  so  complete  that  no  alteration  or  amend- 
ment of  it  has  been  proposed  since  it  became  the  law  of  the 
land.  The  argument  of  Erskiue,  in  the  King's  Bench,  in 
support  of  the  right  of  juries,  is  the  noble  pedestal  on  which 
the  act  rests,  and  one  which  will  endure  as  long  as  the 
British  constitution,  constituting  a  monument  to  tlie  genius 
of  the  man  whoso  services  it  commemorates  more  durable 
than  an  Egyptian  Pyramid. 

An  education  conimittee,  of  which  Mr.  John  Young  was 
chairman,  and  consisting  of  a  member  from  each  county, 
presented  an  interesting  report  to  the  Assembly  during  the 
session  of  1836,  in  which  we  have  a  glimpse  of  the  condition 
of  the  Province  at  that  period  as  to  educational  advantages. 
In  1832  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  encouragement  of  com- 
mon and  grammar  schools,  conducted  on  the  precai-ious 
principle  of  voluntary  subacriptions  by  the  inhabitants, 
within  the  different  school  districts — the  Provinco  not  being 
yet  deemed  in  a  condition  fo  assume  the  burden  of  maintain- 
ing a  pystem  of  elementary  instruction  by  an  equitable 
aseessmont  on  the  population  To  the  honor  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Middle  Musquodoboit  they  were  the  first  in  the 
Province  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  general  assess- 
ment for  the  support  of  schools,  for  they  sent  a  petition, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee,  urging  the  House  to 
impose  an  educational  tax  on  means  and  property.  The 
number  of  8choi>ls  in  the  Province,  in  1835,  was  five  hundred 
and  thirty,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  scholars  attending, 
fifteen  thousand.  The  amount  raised  for  educational  pur- 
poses in  Halifax  county  was,  in  1835,  one  thousand  pounds; 
Colchester  gave  fifteen  hundred ;  Annapolis,  East  and  West, 
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two  thooBand  pounds ;  Yarmouth  and  Argyle,  twelve  hun- 
dred pounds  ;  Lunenburg  and  Cumberland,  one  thoosand 
pounds  each.  The  sum  collected  by  the' people  of  Piotoa 
county  is  not  stated,  but  it  sent  the  largest  number  of 
scholars  to  school  of  any  county,  except  that  of  Annapolis, 
being  upwards  of  two  thousand ;  Colchester  sent  eleven 
hundred ;  £inge,  one  thousand ;  Annapolis,  tT>'o  thousand ; 
Yarmouth  and  Argyle,  sixteen  hundred,  and  Lunenburg, 
twelve  hundred.  The  entire  amount  raised  by  the  people,  in 
1835,  for  educational  purposes,  by  voluntary  contributions, 
was  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  pounds;  and  the  sum 
paid  jrom  the  Provincial  Treasury,  ibr  the  same  object,  was 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds.  These  figures  present 
ft  record  highly  creditable  to  the  Province,  showing  that  the 
people  were  beginning  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  early 
educational  training,  and  anxious  to  jn^pare  die  way  for  the 
introduction  of  the  comprehensive  system  which,  at  a  later 
period,  was  introduced,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  main- 
tained with  ever  increasing  ^ciency. 

The  House  of  Assembly  having  been  dissolved,  in  1836,  in 
virtue  of  its  term  having  expired,  the  election  took  place  in 
Kovomber  of  the  same  year.  Kr.  Joseph  Howe  and  Mr. 
William  Annand  were  nominated  along  with  Mr.  Willian 
Lawson,  Sen.,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Gladwin  as  representatives  of 
the  County  of  Hali&x.  Mr.  Howe  delivered  his  first  elec- 
tioneering speech  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  city,  basing  his 
title  to  support  on  his  continued  antagonism  to  existing 
abuses — exorbitant  salaries  to  Gkivernment  officials,  unac- 
countability  of  the  magistracy,  and  the  secret  legislation  of 
His  Majesty's  Council,  who,  despite  repeated  remonstrance, 
closed  their  doors  against  the  press  and  people  during 
their  deliberations.  Mr.  Annand  was  not  present  at  this 
meeting,  but  published  a  short  address  to  the  freeholders,  in 
which  he  stated  his  desire  that  the  casual  and  territorial 
revenue  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Provincial  Legis- 
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latnre ;  that  means  ehoald  be  adopted  to  increase  internal 
connnnnlcation  between  the  commercial,  fishing,  and  agri- 
cultural portions  of  the  country;  that  a  more  efficient  school 
system  should  be  introduced,  so  that  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation might  be  extended  to  all  classes  of  the  community ; 
that  the  term  of  the  duration  of  Parliament  should  not 
exceed  three  years ;  that  Legislative  encouragement  should 
be  afforded  to  agriculture,  the  fisheries,  and  domestic  manu- 
factures, and  that  the  strictest  economy  should  be  introduced 
into  every  department  of  the  public  service. 

Both  Mr.  Howe  and  Mr.  Annand  were  returned  for  Hali- 
fax County,  and  the  following  prominent  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  previous  House  were  also  returned :  Messrs. 
Herbert  Huntington,  S.  G.  "W.  Archibald,  Alexander  Stew- 
art, John  Young,  James  B.  Uniarke,  and  Wilkins.  Mr. 
Wm.  Young  was  also  returned  without  opposition  by  the 
County  of  Juste  Au  Corps,  now  designated  Inverness.  The 
election  contests  were  enlivened  by  a  tilt  between  John 
Young  and  S.  G.  W.  Archibald — several  letters  addressed  by 
Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Archibald,  and  published  in  the  Nova 
Scotian,  being  the  most  polished  and  powerful  specimens  of 
electioneering  invective  we  have  ever  perused. 

Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  session,  Mr.  Lawrence 
O'Connor  Doyle  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
practice  of  the  Lesiglative  Council  of  excluding  the  people 
from  their  deliberations,  was  not  only  at  variance  with  that 
of  the  House  of  IJords  in  England,  and  that  of  several  of  the 
Legislative  Councils  in  the  other  British  North  American 
Colonies,  but  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, and  injurious  to  the  liberties  and  interests  of  the 
country — that  while  the  House  had  no  desire  to  deny'to  the 
Upper  branch  of  the  Legislature  the  right  enjoyed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  sanctioned  by  public 
opinion,  of  closing  the  doors  during  the  discussion  of 
questions  of  order  and  privileges,  and   on  occasions  when 
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the  public  interest  might  require  secret  deliberations, 
yet  they  shonld  foil  in  their  duty  if  thej  did  not  express 
to  the  Council  the  conviction  of  their  constituents,  that 
the  ejstom  of  exclusion  pursued  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  still  pertinaciously  continued,  was  fraught  with  much 
evil,  and  had  a  tendency  to  foster  suspicion  and  distrust; 
that  the  House  was  prepared  to  provide  for  the  expenses 
incurred  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  in  the  Council 
Chamber;  and  that  the  clerk  should  convey  the  resolutions 
of  the  House  to  the  Council,  and  request  their  concurrence. 
The  resolutions  passed  unanimously,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  convey  them  to  the  Council.  That  body  de- 
clined to  hold  any  conference  with  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  as  they  regarded  the  action  of  the  House  as  a  breach 
of  the  privilege  of  the  Council,  and  aviolation  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary usage  which  prohibits  one  Ho\ise  fW)m  interfering 
with  the  internal  regulations  of  the  other.  The  Council 
contended  in  a  message  sent  to  the  Assembly,  that  the 
British  Constitution  does  not  confer  a  right  on  any  person  to 
be  present  at  the  deliberations  of  any  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  which  he  is  not  a  member — that  the  only  mode  of 
gaining  admission  to  the  House  of  Lords  is  by  obtaining 
special  permission  from  a  member  of  that  House,  which  may 
he  either  granted  or  refused  at  the  pleasure  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  application  is  made.  It  was,  therefore,  obvious 
that  such  admission  must  be  granted  simply  as  a  courtesy, 
but  not  claimed  as  a  right.  The  Council  admitted  that  the 
two  Houses  of  rarlisment  refrained  from  enforcing  the 
standing  orders  which  precluded  strangers  from  being  pre" 
sent  at  the  debates.  They  would  consider  the  subject,  and 
come  to  such  a  decision  in  reference  to  it  aa  should  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  interests.  The  Assembly  having 
dispensed  with  the  services  of  a  chaplain,  the  Council  re- 
gretted that  their  deliberations  were  now  to  be  conducted 
without  offering  np  their  united  supplications  for  the  aid 
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and  guidence  of  Him  from  Whom  all  good-  counaeU  proceed ; 
but  deeply  aa  they  deplored  this,  they  felt  that  they  had  no 
right  to  interfere,  and  alluded  to  the  subject  only  to  show 
that  if  Bnch  interference  of  one  House  with  the  regulations 
of  another  could  be  vindicated,  Her  Majesty's  Council  might 
be  more  justified  in  reminding  the  HouHe  of  Aasembly  of  the 
duty  of  adhering  to  the  ancient  and  Christian  practice  of 
daily  and  unitedly  imploring  the  Divine  Blessing,  than  the 
Assembly  could  be  in  wishing  the  Council  to  adopt  a  prac- 
tice new  in  this  country,  and  which,  now ith standing  its 
many  advantages,  had  its  attendant  evils  wherever  it  had 
been  introduced. 

On  the  message  of  the  Council  being  submitted  to  the 
Assembly,  Mr.  John  Young  moved  resolutions  to  th» 
efi'ect— 

That  in  psssing  the  resolutEone  which  bad  been  pnseated  to  the  Council 
in  refercDCe  (o  the  eicliuioa  of  the  pubHc  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
Council,  the  Hoasehact  do  intention  of  Tiolating  anj  of  tie  priTilegesof 
the  Council,  or  improperly  interfcring  with  their  internal  regulations ) — 
that  the  House  deemed  it  their  dulj,  ag  cepreKnting  the  wiahee  and  feel- 
iaga  of  the  people,  to  expresa  temperately  the  general  diBiatisfitclion  which 
prevailed  against  exclusion  IVom  the  Council  chamber,  and  to  poiut  to  the 
pracKce  of  the  House  of  Lorda  as  in  that  respect  worthy  of  imitation  in 
this  colony ; — that  while  the  Hoase  were  aniions  to  convey  this  expression 
of  their  opinion,  they  guarded  against  all  disrespectful  language  in  tbeir 
commDuicatlon  to  the  oUier  branch,  and  adopted  the  method  of  conferencs 
aa  being  tbe  least  objectionable  which  the  rules  of  Parliament  recognized  ;— 
that  whether  the  admission  of  strangers  was  to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
conrtesy  or  not,  it  was  undeniable  that  neither  branch  of  tbe  Legislature 
in  England  would  be  juatiSed  in  that  rigid  system  of  shutting  out  tiie  peo- 
ple from  tbeir  debates  and  proceedings,  in  w^ich  the  Council  bad  pecae- 
vered,  notwithstanding  the  temoDStrances  of  the  people  and  resoluUons 
entered  in  tbe  journals  of  the  Assembly  in  1834  and  1833; — that  tbe  Honae, 
in  dispensing  with  the  penonat  attendance  of  a  chaptaia,  was  actuated  bf 
tbe  consideration  of  the  impropriety  of  selecting  always  for  this  duty  a 
clergjmaa  of  the  Engliih  Church,  in  connection  with  the  difficulty  of 
choosing  another  withoot  giving  eause  of  offence,  and  on  that  ground  the 
House  had  decided  to  commit  tiiemselTes  to  the  praters  of  tbe  pious  and 
Atlthful  generally,  and  besought  all  the  clergy  in   the  public  administrai- 
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Uou  of  religion  to  implore  Uw  dtTine  blBuing  on  their  labors,  that  tbtsfr 
might  be  BO  din)cl«d  as  to  promote  the  peacOj  happinaiB,  and  proaperitj  of 
this  fitvored  portian  of  the  British  ESmpIre. 

After  Mr.  Young  had  concluded  hia  address,  Mr.  How© 
delivered  a  long  and  masterly  speech  on  the  general  struc- 
ture and  conduct  of  the  Council,  aubmitting  twelve  elabor- 
ately drawn  up  resolutions  as  an  amendment  to  those  of  Mr. 
Yonog.  These  resolutions  may  be  regarded  aa  a  manifesto, 
and  we  shall  endeavor  to  present,  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
the  words  of  their  author,  the  leading  ideas  they  contain  r 

In  the  iu&ncj  of  the  colon;  its  gOTerDmeat  was  necesaujlj  vested  in  » 
OoTemor  and  Council,  and  even  after  a  representative  Assembly  was 
granled,  the  practice  of  chaosing  members  of  Conncil  eiclosiTelj'  from  tba 
beads  ofdeputmenls,  and  peiBoas  resident  in  the  capital,  was  still  pursued, 
and, with  a  aolitarj  exception  had  been  cootinued  till  the  present  time.  The 
practical  effect  of  this  ^temhad  been  in  the  highest  degree  injnrtous  to  the 
interest  of  the  conntrf,  inasmuch  as  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  been 
genetaltj  composed  of  men  nho,  from  want  of  local  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, were  not  qualified  to  decide  upon  the  wants  or  distant  portions  of  the 
FroTiDce,  by  which  Ibe  efforts  of  the  representatiTe  branch  were  in  manj 
instances  neutralized.  Among  the  pioofg  that  might  be  adduced  of  the  ctIIs 
arising  from  the  imperfect  atructnre  of  the  Council,  it  was  onlj  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  DDSuccessful  efforts  of  the  Asaembly  to  extend  to  the 
outporle  the  advantages  of  foreign  trade ;  to  the  large  snra  which  it  was 
compelled,  after  a  long  struggle,  to  resign  for  the  support  of  the  Customs 
egtablishment ;  to  the  dilEcultieg  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  liberal  system  of 
edncaUon,  and  to  the  recent  abortive  attempt  to  abolish  the  fees  taken  by 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  At  the  last  census  of  tbe  populatioo  taken 
in  182T,  the  membership  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  twentj-eight  thou- 
sand, and  that  of  the  Dissenters  one  hundred  and  nfleen  thousand ;  yet  the 
appointmeots  to  the  Conncil  were  m^nlj  made  from  tbe  members  of  [he 
Episcopal  Church,  so  as  to  secure  to  that  body  a  decided  majority  at  tho 
Board.  There  were  now  in  tbe  Conncil  eight  members  representing  the 
Church,  whilst  the  Presbyterians,  who  were  much  more  numerous,  had  but 
three  representatives,  and  the  Roman  Catholics— a  large  body — had  but 
one  representative;  the  Methodists  and  Baptists  being  entiivly  unrepre- 
sented. The  Bishop  of  tbe  Episcopal  Church  was  a  member  of  Oouncil, 
whilst  tbe  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  and  clergymen  of  all  other  denomina- 
tions were  excluded.  Tbe  result  of  this  state  of  things  was  a  general  and 
injurlona  system  of  favoritism  and  monopoly,  extending  almost  throngb. 
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every  department  of  tlie  public  Eenice,  orer  which  the  Local  Goverament 
bad  no  control,  thereby  vesting  m  the  hands  of  a  part  of  the  population  the 
reBQurcee  arismg  from  the  industr}'  of  the  whole,  aad  creating  fnTidiona 
distinctions  and  jealous  disMntent  in  the  minilji  of  a  large  numlier  of  His 
Majesty's  subjeolfl. 

Two  famil;  coDnectiona  embraced  five  member  of  the  Council.  Till 
■veij  recentl;  Gre  othera  were  co-partners  in  one  mercantile  concern,  and 
to  this  ciccamsUiace  might  be  attribolcd  the  failure  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Aseembl;  to  fix  a  sUndard  ot  ralae,  and  establish  a  sound  cuirenc;  in  the 
Province.  The  Assembly  had  for  years  asserted  tbeir  right  to  centred  the 
casual  and  territorial  rcTSDues  of  the  country,  whether  ariung  from  Ihef^ 
of  otHce,  the  sale  of  lands,  or  the  royalty  paid  upon  the  produce  of  tbe 
mines;  but  Ibeir  efforts  to  obtain  justice  had  been  Qninccesaful.  The  land  a 
of  tbe  ProTince  were  in  effect  mortgaged  to  pay  to  tbe  Oommissioner  ti 
salary  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  eerrlcea  be  was  called  upon  to  perform, 
ifhile  all  the  mines  and  minera'.s  of  the  FroYince  had  been  leaded  for  sixty 
years  to  a  wealthy  English  Company  without  the  consent  of  tbe  represent- 
tivea  of  the  people.  The  presence  of  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  Council 
Board  was  unwise  and  injilrious,  baving  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  respect 
which  the  people  ought  to  fbol  for  the  courts  over  which  he  presided.  Prom 
tbe  warm  interest  he  had  always  felt  in  public  questions,  and  particularly 
in  some  of  those  in  which  the  representatire  branch  and  the  Council  bad 
been  diametrically  opposed,  and  from  the  InflDence  which  his  poeiUon  gare 
him  over  a  numerous  bar  be  had  generally  been  regarded  as  the  bead  of  a 
political  party,  and  fniquently  brougbt  into  violent  conflict  with  a  people 
imbued  with  the  truly  British  idea  that  judges  ought  not  to  mingle  in  the 
beats  and  contentions  ol  politics.  The  evils  arising  from  the  structure  of 
tbe  Council,  and  the  disposition  evinced  by  some  of  its  members  to  protect 
their  own  tuterests  and  emoluments  at  the  public  expense,  were  rendered 
more  injurious  by  the  nnconstitutional  and  insulting  practice  still  per- 
tinaciously adhered  to  by  that  body  of  abutting  out  the  people  from  their 
deliberations — a  practice  which  was  opposed  to  that  of  tbe  House  of  Lords 
in  England,  of  the  Legislative  Conncils  of  Lower  Canada,  New  Brunswick, 
Prince  Edirard  Island  and  Newfoundland,  and  persevered  in  notwitbataad- 
ing  tlio  murmurs  and  complaints  of  the  people,  ani  tbe  repeated  represent- 
ations and  remonstrances  of  the  Assembly. 

In  England,  the  people  by  one  vote  of  their  representatives  could  change 
the  Ministry,  and  alter  any  course  of  policy  injurious  to  their  interests,  but 
here  the  Ministry  are  His  Majesty's  Conucil,  combining  legislative,  judicial 
-and  executive  powers^ — boldiog  their  scats  for  life,  and  treating  with  con- 
tempt or  indifference  the  wishes  of  Ibe  people,  and  tbe  representatives  of 
tbe  Commons.    In  England  Ibe  representative  branch  could  compel  a 
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Tcdreu  of  grieronces  hj  withholding  the  supplicB.  Here  thej  bad  no  sach 
remedy,  becaose  Ihe  saluies  of  nearly  all  the  pnblic  ofBcers  being  provided 
for  bj  permaoeDt  laws,  or  paid  out  of  Ibe  casaal  or  territorial  reTenueB,  or 
from  ttie  prodace  of  duties  collected  under  tlie  Imperial  Acta,  a  stoppage 
of  supplies,  rfbile  it  inlicted  a  great  icjurj  on  the  coantrj  by  learing  Um 
roads,  bridgei  aad  other  essential  ser rices  anprovided  for,  would  nottotieh 
tb'e  emoluDieDts  of  the  beads  of  departtumta  in  the  Cooncil,  or  of  an;  but 
•  few  of  tbe  Bubordiuate  officers  of  the  GoTemmeDt. 

As  a  remedy  for  these  gricTauces  it  was  guggeated  to  pray  His  Majesty  to- 
lake  such  steps — either  by  grantiug  aa  electire  LegislatiTs  Coancil,  or  by 
.  such  other  reconstniotion  of  the  local  government  as  would  emnre  respon- 
sibility to  tbe  Commons,  and  confer  on  the  people  of  the  Prorinee — what 
tbey  valued  above  all  other  possessions— the  blessings  of  tbe  British  con* 
stitutloD. 

The  measage  of  tho  Council  which  had  been  eent  to  the 
Assembly  hy  their  deputy  clerk,  was  regarded  with  mach 
indignation  and  gave  rise  to  an  aerimonioos  discnssion.  Mr- 
Howe  said  that  tho  Council  daro  not  continue  to  esclado 
tho  people  from  their  deliberations. 

"  1  cannot  but  feel,  sir,"  he  said,  "  that  this  insnlting  message  ia  another 
proof  of  the  proverb  that  wham  God  wishes  ti/  destroy,  he  first  makes 
mad."  Mr.  Wilkins  said  that  when  the  declaration  of  the  lionorable  mem- 
ber bad  found  its  way  through  the  press  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Conocil,  maintaioing  tbe  dignity  of  their  position  as  an  independent  branch 
of  tbe  LegislatuK,  to  come  to  a  decision  which  would  bare  the  appearance  of 
a  concession  to  the  menaces  of  the  House.  He  trusted  that  having,  by  their 
resolutions,  expressed  the  will  of  the  public  on  tbe  impropriety  of  keeping 
the  doors  of  the  Council  shut,  they  would  not  recede  from  the  posi- 
tion tafaen,  but  at  the  same  time  would  hare  too  much  regard  for  constita- 
tional  principles  to  entertain  tbe  idea  of  obtaining  tbeir  desire  by  force  or 
Tiolcnce.  Mr.  William  Young  bad  read  with  the  utmost  astonishment  the 
message  of  the  Council.  He  stood  there  ready  to  viodicate,  not  tbe  party 
eipiesiions  which  might  have  escaped  tbe  lips  of  individual  members,  but 
every  act  for  which  the  House  was  responsible,  and  which  stood  recorded 
on  its  joomals  -,  and  he  woald  appeal  to  every  man  of  sound  sense  aai 
prudence  to  attest  the  sofflciency  of  tbe  vindication.  He  came  there  to 
reform  many  fiagrant  abases,  but  prepared  for  no  rash  and  violent  charges 
—became  not  to  eicite  the  public  tepiper  but  to  advocate  constitutional 
impnvnoents.  He  vindicated  the  action  of  the  House  as  respectful  to  the 
otber  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  wished  the  message  to  lie  on  the 
table  fbr  a  few  days  till  Ihe  House  could  form  a  cool  andd 
opinion. 
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The  debate  which  took  place  on  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Howo,  was  a  long  and  animated  one,  but  they  were 
ultimately  passed,  with  certain  modifications  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  specify.  The  Council,  stung  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Assembly,  sent,  on  the  fifth  of  March,  another 
message,  in  which  they  drew  attention  to  a  resolution  on  the 
journals  of  the  House,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  the 
members  of  His  Majesty's  Coimcil  had  evinced  a  disposition 
to  protect  their  own  interests  and  emoluments  at  the  expense , 
of  the  public.  They  hoped  the  House  would  rescind  this 
resolution,  as  the  Council  felt  that  if  they  were  to  continao 
to  hold  communication  with  the  House  while  that  resolution 
remained  unrescinded,  they  would  justly  forfeit  their  self- 
respect,  as  well  as  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public. 
It  therefore  now  remained  with  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
prevent  any  intercuption  of  the  public  business  by  adopting 
the  course  recommended. 

This  message  created  a  profound  sensation,  and  when  the 
House  met  next  day,  the  lobby  was  filled  to  overflowing,  and 
the  doorways  leading  iVom  the  committee  rooms  crowded 
with  eager  listeners.  Mr.  Howe  rose  and  said  that  they  had 
now  arrived  at  a  point,  which  he  had  to  a  certain  extent 
anticipated,  from  the  moment  he  had  sat  down  to  prepare 
the  resolutions. 

In  dealing  wlUi  an  eiumj  who  vu  disposed  to  Uke  them  at  a  dia- 
adTantage,  it  was  necesaoi?  tbttt,  like  politic  soldiera,  they  ahouldfigbt  tbe 
foe  with  their  ow  weapont.  The  Council  atked  to  hare  a  particulai 
retolulioQ  rescinded,  be  yi»e  prepared  to  give  them  more  than  thej  aaked, 
and  to  reaclnd  the  whole.  This  done,  they  could  not  refiue  to  do  btuiaesi, 
and  the  revenne  would  be  Mcoced,  bnt  he  should  follow  that  motion  with 
another,  for  the  appoinlmeDt  of  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  addreu  to  the 
Crown  on  the  state  of  the  colony.  He  laid  truly  that  the  resolution*  had 
done  their  work— they  had  elicited  the  opinion  of  the  Hooge,  and  told 
wholesome  truths  to  the  Qovernor,  the  people,  and  the  Council.  They 
would  go  home  to  the  Colonial  Office  and  their  language  conld  not  be 
mistaken.  Ur.  Willdna  was  opposed  to  the  rejwlution  now  sabmitled.  The 
leioluUons  fit  first  agreed  to  by  the  Uotue  weit  cither  right  or  wrong— 
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ifrighl.tbej  ought,  if  they  had  any  regard  for  tbecbaraeleraf  the  House, 
to  adbera  to  them  Snnl;,  ragtrdleat  of  cooKqneaceE,  because  if,  being  Im- 
pressed with  that  coDTiction,  they  snO^d  tbem  lobe  rescinded,  tlkey  insulted 
their  coostitueDta,  and  cast  an  indelible  stain  upon  the  character  of  their 
represeotatiTes — letthemsot  tbiukof  so  absurd  aBtepairaidndin2<>U  the 
resoluliom.  Hr.  Uniacke  said  that  whin  the  reaoIatiDn  which  bad  led  to 
the  presentcrisia  was  proposed,  he  had  oSbred  an  amendmeiit  to  it,  wMch, 
if  it  had  been  adopted,  would  bare  saved  the  Eoum  from  the  etn- 
barrasiing  position  In  which  it  now  stood.  The  debate  ended  bj  Ur. 
Howe's  resolotioD,  for  tba  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address, 
•  being  carried  by  twenty-eight  to  foorteen.  An  address,  embodying  the 
facts  and  agieement  contAined  in  tbe  original  resolutions,  was  accordingly 
prepared  and  adopted  by  the  House.  As  It  was  cuslomaiy  for  the  whole 
House  to  wait  on  the  OoTemor  in  important  cases,  they  did  so  on  the 
present  octagon,  when  His  Excellency  stated  that  he  would  transmit  it  to 
the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  Throne ;  we  shall  see  with  what  result  at  a  more  advanced  stage  of  the 


In  order  if  possible,  to  counteract  the  imprOMion  wbich 
the  addreaa  of  tbe  Asisembly  was  sure  to  produce  on  the 
Home  Government,  the  Council  determined  to  frame  a 
counter-address  to  the  Governor  in  reply  to  it,  accompanied 
with  observations  on  that  of  the  Asaembly.  To  the  com- 
plaint that  members  of  Council  were  chosen  almost  es- 
clusively  from  tbe  heads  of  departments,  and  fVom  persona 
resident  in  the  capital,  they  replied  that  the  Chief  Justice, 
the  Bishop,  the  Collector  of  Customs,  and  the  Collector  of 
Imposts  were  now  the  only  public  officers  at  the  Board,  and 
that  nearly  twenty  years  bad  elapsed  since  the  last  was 
appointed,  the  eight  junior  members  being  all  gentlemen 
unconnected  with  the  government  by  any  other  office. 

The  opposition  which  the  Council  oSered  to  the  eiteusion  to  the  outportB 
of  tbe  benefits  of  foreign  trade,  was  based  on  the  couTiclion  that  the  mea- 
snre  would  have  tbe  effect  of  counteracting  tbe  prOTisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  for  regulating  foreign  trade — of  facilitat- 
ing amnggling,  dlmmishing  the  Provincial  revenues,  injuring  hit  trade, 
increasing  the  expenses  of  the  Customs  department,  and  operating  injori- 
ously  on  British  and  Colonial  shipping.  The  Council  professed  ignorance 
«f  What  tbe  Assembly  meant  in  staring  that  diScullies  had  been  interposed 
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to  tbe  iairodaction  of  a  juet  and  liberal  a7Blem  of  edueatloo,  though  tbtf 
moat  haie  bnn  aware  that  the  allusion  iras  eTidentlj  to  tbe  obstnctioas 
which,  from  jear  toT^ar,  thej  castia  the  way  of  making  adequate  provi- 
BJoa  for  the  maintenance  of  tbe  Pictoa  Academy,  in  direct  and  defiant 
opposition  to  repeated  voies  of  the  House  of  Assemblj.  The  Council  bad 
deferred  tbe  consideralioc  of  the  billi  Mat  b;  tbe  Hotue  to  abolish  the- 
Cbief  Justice's  fecB,  because  thej  conid  not  legiislate  on  a  subject  wbich,  if 
brought  under  Ibeir  consideration  at  all,  ehould  hare  been  brought  before 
tbem  in  their  judicial,  and  not  in  tbeii  leglilatiTe  capadtj.  All  the  Chief 
Justice'*  predecessors  bad  received  these  fees,  except  fbr  two  years,  duiin^ 
which  commalatioD  was  giren  for  them  to  that  otBcer  of  law  out  of  th? 
public  treaaurj,  and  no  proTisiou  was  made  in  these  bills  for  any  such 
commutation.  To  the  complaint  thatwhileDisseDleniu  the  ProTince  were 
much  more  numerous  than  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  nine 
Churchmen  were  members  of  the  Council,  and  only  three  Presbyterians 
and  one  Catholic — learing  the  numerous  body  of  BaptJsts  anl  otbeis  elto- 
gether  anrepresenled— the  Coaiicll  staled  that  they  were  not  tbe  tepresent- 
atJTe  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  if  they  were,  it  would  be  a  new 
principle  of  representation  to  classify  all  tbe  religions  sects  of  the  country, 
and  apporlion  the  representatives  who  were  to  compose  a  IcgislaUre  body, 
according  to  tbe  relative  number  of  each.  The  language  of  liberality  had 
recently  been,  that  men  should  be  gelected  for  the  discharge  of  political 
duties  without  reference  to  their  religious  creeds ;  but  this  libeiality,  it  ap- 
peared, must  not  be  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Established  Church. 
The  Council  were  confident  that,  with  tbe  eiception  of  the  Bishopi,  who 
roiely  attended  their  meetings,  not  one  gentleman  had  been  called  to  the 
Council  on  account  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  but 
solely  because  tbe  QoTcmor  for  the  time  being  thought  him  an  eligible 
person.  To  tbe  complaint  that  the  Bishop  of  tbe  Established  Chnroh  hsd 
a  seat  at  the  Council  Board,  they  replied  that  the  Bishop  was,  «x  <#nD,  a 
member  of  the  Council  by  the  appointment  of  His  Uajesty^  because  that 
Church,  with  Lis  lilnrgy,  and  riles  and  ceremonio?,  was  introduced  into  the 
Colony,  at  its  first  aetUement,  by  the  Royal  instructione,  and  waj  after- 
wards established  by  law,  in  the  first  session  of  the  Erst  General  AssemUy 
convened,  It  was  true  that  two  family  connections  comprised  five  mem- 
bers of  the  Council—two  of  tbem  however,  were  unconaected  with  the 
other  three ;  and  the  journals  of  the  House  would  show  that  those  wbo  ore 
so  connected  differed  with  each  other  in  opinion  quite  as  often  as  any  other 
members. 

With  regard  to  the  complaint  that  five  members  were  co-partners  of  one 
Bankmg  establisbmeul,  it  was  to  be  obseried  that  one  of  tbem  wis  a 
member  of  tbe  Counul  before  that  Co-partnership  was  formed )  anotlut 
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•WM  a  maiebaat  ezteoaivel;  concemtd  In  basinug,  vho  wm  abonly  nfter 
«aUed  h>  the  Bo«rd  to  All  a  Tftcanc]'  at  a  time  when  there  waa  oalj  one 
other  commercial  member  of  the  OoddcU.  To  (he  objection  made  to  the 
Chief  Jaatloe  being  a  member  of  Coancil,  aa  tendijiK  to  lewen  (Jte  reipeot 
vhieh  the  people  ought  to  feel  fbr  the  GoorU  over  which  he  pteaidea,  ttie 
.Council  cddU  not  agree  in  tiiis  opinion.  On  the  conbrarf,  the/  thought 
that  the  teudencf  was  quite  the  reveree.  Sot,  if  be  were  remored,  could 
they  see  who  could  be  aelected  wiUi  equal  odTantage  to  ptcBlde  orer  their 
deliberatlona.  It  wag  egsentlal  fbt  a  member  of  the  legal  pcofesgion  to 
hold  that  litoatiOD,  and  the  Ooancil  thought  none  coold  be  Bupposed  more 
f^  &om  objection  than  a  perton  who  was  at  the  head  of  thajndicial 
eetabiighment  of  the  countrj,  and  who  was  ereij  daj  in  the  habit  of 
eipooading  the  eiiBtiog  laws.  The  Chief  Justices  of  the  Province  had 
been  Preddeats  of  the  Conndl  since  its  formation.  The  present  Chief 
Justice  bad  for  twenty  jeara  combined  the  officej  of  judge  and  councilor, 
and  no  instance  had  been  addnceJ,  even  in  the  debates  npon  this  address, 
of  hie  erei  having  allowed  political  feeling  to  bias  his  Judicial  decisions. 
The  usage  was  in  strict  Mialog;'  with  that  of  the  fionse  of  Lords,  and  of 
all  the  LegislaUve  Couacils  in  America,  and  so  fK  was  it  from  being  tbe 
case  that  all  jndges  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  legislature,  that  at  this 
TCiy  time  th«  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Courts  in  England  had  seals  in  tbe 
Bouse  of  Lordf. 

To  tbe  objectioDi  made  to  the  appointment  of  tbe  Collector  of  Customs, 
to  tbe  Council  bonrd,  it  was  alleged  that  his  knowledge  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  trade  of  the  Empire,  with  which  he  was  necessarilj  familiar, 
rendered  him  a  most  raloable  member  in  tbe  discussion  of  ail  fiscal 
qnestious.  With  regard  to  tbe  Collector  of  Eiclse,  there  were  not  tbe 
same  fbrcible  reawns  for  bis  baring  a  seat  at  tbe  Board,  solely  on 
account  of  his  office,  but  tbe  Council  respectfUlf  submitted  whether  it 
would  be  just  to  eidode  &om  the  Board  a  gentlemau  of  bis  respectability 
in  public  and  private  life  merely  because  be  was,  in  the  language  of  the 
day,  an  officeholder. 

The  Council  f^lt  the  embarrassment  of  thus  adrocating  tbe  continuance 
of  their  own  body,  Irith  all  its  executive  and  legislatiTe  powers,  and  they 
therefor^  in  conclusion,  obserred  that  tbe  greater  part  of  the  members 
now  composing  it  were  selected  from  tlie  community,  and  summoned  to 
the  Council  board  without  any  solicitation  on  their  part  A  large  ma- 
jority of  them  were  unconnected  with  the  Government  by  any  office,  and 
aithonghnot  insensible  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  them  bytheirSove- 
reign  when  be  called  them  to  hts  Council,  they  wen  quite  willing  to  retire 
into  private  life  wbsneret  he  sboald  deem  it  right  to  •^pense  with  their 
.servicea ;  but  while  they  retuued  their  seats  they  were  urged  by  a  lensa 
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«f  dat;  to  vindicate  tbeii  oim  cbancter— to  preteire  the  righti  of  tb* 
bod;  to  whioh  they  belonged,  snd  to  gm  theii  opinions  raBpeetAill;  and 
eiplidtl;  to  flia  Ihjettfa  Govenunetit,  on  a  sabjeat  K  deepi;  aiBKting  the 
interesta  of  all  the  King's  lul^cts  in  his  Pronnce  of  Nora  Scotia. 

The  Governor  in  answer  to  the  address  stated  that  fae 
had  received  it  with  peculiar  satisfiiction,  ae  since  the 
administration  of  his  Government  they  had,  both  in  their 
executive  and  legislative  capacities,  discharged  their  duty 
with  the  desire  to  promote  the  public  good.  Being  of  that 
opinion,  he  should  have  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  the  observations  which 
accompanied  their  address,  with  a  reijuest  that  they  might 
be  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  at  the  same  time  with  the 
address  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Council  had  prudently  resolved  to 
moke  alterations  in  the  Council  chamber  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  persons  desirous  of  hearing  the  debates — thus 
reluctantly  and  ungratefully  conceding  what  it  ought  to 
have  granted  long  ago  without  any  legislative  or  popular 


Daring  the  session  of  1837,  a  long  discussion  took  place 
in  regard  to  a  bill  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
duration  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  to  four  years,  instead 
of  seven.  The  bill  passed  in  the  Assembly,  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  Council,  but  became  the  law  of  the  land  in  the 
year  following.  During  an  animated  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion Mr.  Toung  remarked  that  the  first  act  passed  in  England 
on  the  subject  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  by 
which  it  was  determined  that  "a  Parliament  should  bo 
holdon  once  a  year,  or  oftoner  if  need  be."  Annual  Par- 
liaments were  the  rule  till  Henry  the  Eighth,  when  tiiat 
capricious  and  tyrannical  monarch  introduced  the  practice 
of  long  Parliaments.  In  the  year  1694  a  bill  was  passed 
adopting  the  triennial  principle,  which  was  acted  upon  till 
the  rebellion  of  1715,  when  a  Parliament  convened  under 
the  triennial  act  prolonged  by  statute  its  own  existence  to 
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eevon  years ;  thns,  said  Mr.  Totmg,  "  taking  advantage  of 
the  terrors  of  that  nnhappy  period  to  establieli  a  most  un- 
justifiable invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  people."  The  Par- 
liament, we  would  observe,  had  undoubtedly  a  constitutional 
right  to  prolong  its  own  Bittings  in  the  critical  condition 
of  the  country  occasioned  by  the  invasion  of  the  Chevalier 
St.  Greorge — the  interference  with  the  people's  rights 
consisted  in  the  passing  of  a  law  by  which  the  septennial 
priooijrie  'wbb  permanently  established. 

In  1837  loud  complaints  were  made  by  the  fishermen  of 
Kova  Scotia  against  the  infi^gement  of  existing  treaties  by 
the  citizens  of  other  nations — particularly  those  of  the 
United  States  and  -France.  Bepresentations  were  made  by 
the  .Assembly  to  His  Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject 
and  five  hundred  pounds  wore  voted  for  the  purpose  of 
arming  small  vessels,  to  protect  the  fishing  interests  of  the 
Province. 

Since  the  discovery  of  Nova  Scotia  fishing  has  been  pros- 
ecuted on  its  coasts.  The  fisheries  of  Newfotmdland  had 
been  open  to  all  nations  from  the  settlement  of  the~ieland 
until  the  time  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  who  claimed  sov- 
ereignty under  the  right  of  original  discovery— the'fieheries 
of  Nova  Scotia  continuing  long  to  be  the  subject  of  altercS' 
tion  between  the  Bntish  and  French  governments.  On  the 
peace  of  1783,  a  treaty  was  entered  into  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  by  which  liber^  was  granted 
to  the  latter  to  fish  on  the  Grand  Bank,  and  all  the  other 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  also  in  the  Gulf  of  SL  Lawrence, 
but  not  to  dry  or  cure  fish  on  any  settled  bay,  harbor  or  creek 
of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Magdalen  Islands  and  Labrador,  but  as 
soon  as  any  of  them  were  settled  this  liberty  was  to  cease, 
unless  continued  byagreement  with  the  inhabitanla.  It 
required  no  prophet  to  fortell  that  the  latitude  thus  granted 
would  prove  almost  equal  to  the  cession  of  all  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  the  Nova  Scotian  fishermen  on  their  own  shores. 
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The  war  of  1812  put  an  end  to  this  iDJurions  arrangement, 
and  a  memorial  waa  forwarded  to  the  Home  Govemment  in 
the  following  year,  praying  for  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
fishermen  from  the  shores  of  the  Province.  Protracted  ne- 
gotiations followed  botween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  as  to  the  fisheries,  ending  in  the  convention  of  1818, 
which  conceded  privileges  to  the  latter  power,  against  which 
the  people  of  Kova  Scotia  energetically  and  justly  protested. 
The  only  consolation  left  to  the  fishermen  of  the  Province, 
was  the  exclusion,  by  the  convention,  of  foreigners  from 
ground  within  three  marine  miles  of  the  head  lands  of  the 
■coast.  The  fishermen  of  the  Province  complained  that  not- 
withstanding this  prohibition,  those  of  the  States  purchased 
))ait  from  the  inhabitants,  set  their  nets  in  the  hai'bors  of 
the  Province,  and  in  other  respects  violated  the  convention. 
During  the  session  of  1837,  a  despatch  was  received  by 
the  Lioutenant-Grovemor  from  Lord  Glenelg,  in  reply  to 
representations  made  by  the  Assembly  during  the  previous 
session,  as  to  the  fees  exacted  by  the  Chief  Justice  and  the 
Puisn^  jndges.  Whilst  his  Lordship  refrained  from  dis- 
cussing how  far  the  original  establishment  of  Uiese  fees  was 
consistent  with  the  constitution,  he  regarded  their  commuta- 
tion on  two  occasions  by  the  Assembly,  as  involving  a 
recognition  of  their  legality.  Considering  this  ftwt,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  circumstance  of  their  uninterrupted  receipt 
during  fifty  years.  His  Majesty  could  not  accede  to  the 
proposal  of  an  immediate  and  uncompensated  abolition.  In 
the  discussion  of  Mr.  Howe's  famous  resolutions  respecting 
the  constitution  of  the  Council,  the  subject  of  the  fees  was 
collaterally  referred  to,  when  Mr.  William  Touug  expressed 
his  deliberate  opinion  that  their  exaction,  though  sanctioned 
by  long  usage,  was  not  legal. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1836,  a  crowded  pnblic 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  fi>r  the 
purpose  of  petitioning  the  L^slalure  for  an  act  of  incorpo- 
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ntion  for  the  town  of  Halifax.  The  speakers  were  Mesere. 
Forroflter,  Bell,  M.  Tobin,  Howe,  Alexander  McKenzie, 
Bobert  LawBon,  Creoi^e  B.  Young  and  Joseph  JenningB.  We 
present  an  epitome  of  the  complaints  made  against  the  ex- 
istiDg  eyetem  of  mnnioipal  management — that  the  mode  of 
assessment  hitherto  adopted  to  defray  the  enormous  current 
expenses  of  the  town,  and  the  injudicious  application  of  the 
taxes  thus  r^sed  were  highly  objectionable;  that  the  local 
officers  having  the  control  of  the  taxes  were  appointed  by 
the  general  Government ;  that  the  public  property  was  also 
in  the  hands  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Government,  and 
not  therefore  so  well  managed  as  it  ought  to  be — the  local 
taxes  being  much  higher  than  thos^  (d'  other  towns  of  eG[ual 
population,  and  that  the  town  aoconnts  were  annually  passed 
without  being  audited.  Mr.  Howe  brought  his  artillery  effect- 
ively to  bear  on  municipal  corruption,  and  the  loud  notes 
of  complaint  and  indignation  which  proceeded  from  the 
meeting  in  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  proved  the  death 
knell  of  the  Byntem.  Bad,  however,  as  the  systeot  was,  it 
fonsd  advocates  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  year  1837  was  one  of  great  commotion  in  Canada. 
Someof  the  reformers,  stung  by  the  reluctance  of  the  British 
Government  to  grant  the  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Legislature  which  both  justice  and  policy  demanded,  rose 
in  rebellion  against  the  parent  State.  The  movement  was 
condemned  by  the  great  majority  of  the  Canadian  people, 
and  met  with  no  sympathy  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  public 
meetings  were  held  to  express  attachment  to  British  con- 
nection. 

The  Assembly  met  in  January,  1838.  The  Lioutenant- 
Oovemor,  in  his  opening  address  referred  to  the  death  of 
William  the  Fourth,  and  the  accession  to  the  throne  of  his 
niece,  the  Princess  Victoria.  He  had  satislkstion  in  inform- 
ing the  Legislature  that  the  insurrection  in  Lower  Canada 
had  been  extinguished,  and  that  the  traitorous  attempt  to 
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separata  TTppor  Canada  from  Britain  had  been  Bignally  de- 
feated by  the  gallant  condact  of  the  militia,  without  other 
military  aasiBtance.  Ho  was  glad  that  these  rebellious  pro- 
ceedings bad  called  forth  in  the  Province  the  strongest 
expressions  of  indignation  and  abhorrence,  and  that  the 
addresses  presented  to  him  declared  the  onshaken  attach- 
ment of  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Her  Majesty's  person 
and  government. 

Since  the  last  session  the  Governor  bad  received  most  im- 
portant despatches  from  Lord  Glenelg,  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, copies  of  which  he  laid  before  tbe  House  of  Assembly. 
Lord  Glenelg  expressed  satisfiiction  vrith  the  circtunstance 
that  the  House  bad  rescinded  tbe  resolntions  they  had 
adopted  on  the  stat«  of  the  Province,  and  was  happy  to 
perceive  that  the  resolutions  were  rescinded  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  originally  proposed  them. 

With  refbrence  to  tbe  question  raised  by  the  Assembly 
whether  the  Chief  Justice  should  retain  his  seat  in  the 
Council,  it  was  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  that  neither  the  Chief 
Justice  nor  any  of  his  colleagues  should  sit  in  the  Council — 
tbe  principle  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  practically  observed 
was  that  all  the  Judges,  including  the  Chief  Justice,  should 
be  eutiroly  withdrawn  from  all  political  discussions,  and 
from  all  participation  in  the  measures  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ments, or  of  any  persons  who  might  be  acting  in  opposition 
to  it. 

In  another  despatch,  of  more  recent  date,  Lord  Glenelg,  in 
reference  to  representations  by  the  Assembly,  said  that  the 
claim  of  the  Assembly  to  control  and  appropriate  the  whole 
of  the  public  revenue  arising  in  the  Province,  was  frankly 
admitted  by  the  Qaeen  in  the  comprehensive  and  specific 
form  in  which  tbat  claim  was  preferred. 

His  Lordship  regarded  tbe  iutroduction  of  capital  into  the 
Province  by  the  Coal  Mining  Company  as  a  material  com- 
pensation for  any  injury  which  the  inhabitants  might  have 
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sustained  by  the  creation  of  the  Mining  Company's  interest. 
On  the  Bupposition  of  the  Province  having  been  injured  by 
the  transaction^  the  error  wonld  now  be  repaired  to  the 
utmost  posBible  extent  by  placing  the  rents  and  royalties  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Proviocial  Legislature. 

The  Assembly  having  deliberately  expressed  their  opinion 
that  the  welfare  of  the  Province  would  bo  promoted  by 
creating  two  Conncils  instead  of  one,  Her  Majesty  deferred 
to  their  judgment  on  that  question ,  not,  indeed,  without  some 
distrust  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  conclusion,  though  con- 
vinced that  it  was  a  topic  on  which  the  greatest  weight  was 
due  to  the  advice  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  was  instnctod  to  send  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  for  the  Colonies,  a  list  of  the  names  of  snch 
gentlemen  as  might  appear  best  qualified  to  compose  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Councils  of  Nova  Scotia.  His 
Excellency  had  suggested  that  all  the  members  of  the 
present  Council  should  belong  to  one  or  other  of  the  new 
Chambers.  To  this  his  Lordship  objected,  feeling  it  his 
duty  to  make  that  selection  which  he  had  reason  to  believe 
would  be  least  open  to  just  exception,  and  would  afford  the 
most  satisfactory  proof  of  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty  to  en- 
trust the  duties  to  gentlemen  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants.  But  the  omission  of 
gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  present  Council, 
evinced  no  intention  to  snbject  them  to  reproach  or  dis- 
credit. To  avoid  any  such  suspicion  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  intimate  her  desiro  that  they  should  retain  their 
present  rank  in  society  on  retiring  into  private  life.  Of  the 
Executive  Council  not  more  than  a  fourth  were  to  be  public 
officers ;  the  members  were  to  be  drawn  from  difl'erent  pro- 
fessions, and  different  parts  of  the  Province,  and  they  were 
to  be  selected,  not  only  without  reference  to  distinctions  of 
religious  opinions,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  no 
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pUoBible  ground  for  the  suspicion  that  the  choice  was  in- 
fluenced by  that  consideration. 

In  selecting  men  for  the  EzecntiTo  and  LegialattTe- 
ConnciU,  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  bo  &r  from  acting  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  explicit  instructione  he  had  received, 
appointed  seven  churchmen  to  the  Ezecative  Council,  and 
ten  to  the  Zjegislative — there  being  thus  a  dear  majority  of 
churchmen  over  all  other  denominations  in  both  Cooncila. 
To  this  groBfl  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  royal  instructions, 
Mr.  Howe  called  the  attention  of  the  Assembly,  and  intimated 
his  determination,  in  the  event  of  no  other  member  moving 
in  the  matter,  of  submitting  resolutions  on  the  subject.  In 
the  meantime,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had  received  a  des- 
patch intimating  the  appointment  of  Lord  Durham  as 
Captain-General  of  the  Province,  and  requiring  immediate 
alterations  in  the  construction  of  the  Councils — the  Execu- 
tive being  limited  to  nine,  and  the  Legislative  to  fifteen 
members.  The  newly  formed  Councils  were  thus  dissolved, 
and  the  Session  suddenly  terminated,  previous  to  which, 
however,  the  following  resolntion  was  adopted :  That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  LieutenanW3ovemor, 
and  to  express  the  regret  of  the  House  that  the  liberal  views 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  conveyed  in  the  despatch 
communicated  to  the  Assembly,  have  not  been  carried  out 
in  the  late  appointments  to  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  a 
Committee  was  in  the  meantime  appointed  to  correspond 
with  Lord  Durham,  and,  if  necessary,  to  proceed  to  Quebeo 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  his  Lordship,  who  was 
now  Governor-General,  on  questions  relating  to  the  interests 
of  the  Province. 

In  a  few  days  the  new  Session  was  opened,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  resumed.  An  address  to  Her  Majesty  was 
proposed  and  adopted,  with  slight  modifications  by  the 
House,  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
in  the  matter  of  appointments  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
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but  which  wae  sweetened  bj  the  sentence  that  most  of  the 
evils  complained  of  had  arisen  from  canses  that  existed  be- 
fore His  Excellency  came  to  the  colony,  and  it  would  be 
expecting  too  much  to  require  that  they  Bhoaid  be  removed 
in  a  single  year  under  the  most  impwtial  administration. 
Sir  Colin,  howev^  did  not  relish  the  action  of  the  Assembly, 
and  in  closing  the  session  said,  that  it  was  both  his  duty  and 
inclination  to  give  the  Aillest  effect  to  his  instructions,  but 
that  the  House  must  first  make  provision  fto-  the  payment  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  in  a  similar  manner  as  they  paid 
themselves,  before  individuals  could  be  induced  to  come  from 
the  country  and  give  their  time  and  labor  to  legislative 
duties.  It  was  impossible  to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Some 
persons  were  no  doubt  dissatisfied  that  they  were  not  named 
to  the  Council ;  but  as  he  was  responsible  to  Her  Hajesty 
for  the  selection  he  had  made,  he  should  firmly  resist  any 
attempt  to  encroach  on  the  Boyal  prerogative,  or  to  influence 
him  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty. 

Lord  Durham  soon  aH»r  his  appoinlment  as  Governor- 
General  of  British  North  America,  resigned  his  post  in  con- 
sequence of  attacks  made  upon  him  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment by  Lord  Brougham  and  others.  Delegates  from  the 
Lower  Provinces,  headed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  of 
Hali&x,  waited  on  his  Lordship  by  invitation,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  conferring  in  reference  to  matters  affecting  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Provinces.  In  referring  during  the  interview 
to  his  treatment  by  the  British  Government,  who  had  de- 
serted him,  he  was  overcome  by  his  feelings,  and  had  to 
retire  for  a  little  to  a  distant  part  of  the  room.  The  griev- 
ances which  the  delegation  complained  of  were  set  forth  in 
a  communication  addressed  by  Hr.  William  Young,  as  one 
of  the  deputies,  to  Lord  Durham — the  principal  being  the 
administratioo  of  the  Crown  Lands,  the  systematic  encroach- 
ments of  the  Americans  on  the  fisheries,  the  expense  of  th» 
Customs  establishment,  the  large  salaries  of  some  of  th& 
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officers  of  Government — the  Secretary  of  the  Provinco  hav- 
ing one  thousand  poonds  sterling  a  year,  besides  holdingthe 
lucrative  office  of  S«gistrar  of  DeedB,  and  the  composition, 
as  amended,  of  the  Ezecntive  and  Lejrielative  Councils. 

During  an  interesting  debate  in  the  Assembly,  the  as- 
tounding intelligence  was  received  that  New  Brunswick  was 
invaded  from  the  State  of  Haine.  A  simultaneooB  bnrat  of 
indignation  broke  forth  from  the  Assembly.  All  business 
was  instantly  suspended — all  party  divisions  forgotten,  a 
numerous  committee  appointed,  and  the  House  adjourned 
for  a  few  hours  that  suitable  resolutions  might  be  framed. 
Iho  House  on  resuming  business  voted  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  and  pat  eight  thoosand  men  of  tlie  militia  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Commander-in-chief  to  meet  the  emergency. 
Multitudes  thronged  the  avenues  to  the  House,  and  greeted 
the  resolutions  with  enthusiastic  ardour.  At  this  time  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  were  on  the  very  verge  of 
war,  which,  however,  was  happily  avoided. 

Daring  the  session  of  1839,  the  Assembly  appointed  two 
■delegates,  Mr.  Herbert  Huntington  and  Mr.  William  Young, 
to  proceed  to  England  to  roprescDt  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  views  and  wishes  of  the  House,  and  of  the  people 
of  Nova  Scotia  with  respect  to  certain  proposed  reforms; 
and  the  Legislative  Council  appointed  as  delegates  from  that 
body  the  Hon.  Alexander  Stewart,  and  the  Hon.  Louis  M. 
Wilkins  to  defend  the  old  system  of  government. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  delegates  df  the  Assembly  in  London , 
they  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Normandy  and  Mr.  La- 
bouchere,  when  they  sabmitted  an  address  from  the  Assem- 
bly to  Her  Majesty,  and  certain  resolutions  adopted  daring 
tlie  last  session.  The  delegat«8  carried  on  a  voluminous 
correspondence  with  the  Colonial  office,  Treasury,  Board  of 
Trade,  Post  Office  and  Customs.  The  following  concessions 
were  made  through  the  advocacy  of  the  delegates :  Cum- 
berland, Parrsboro',  Windsor,  Shelburne  and  LaDmbarg 
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were  declared  free  porte:  The  Coetoms  and  Bxowe  depart- 
ments were  combined,  eo  that  all  duties  might  be  collected 
ftt  the  Cnstoms,  and  the  necesaitj  of  doable  entries,  bonda 
and  securities  be  dispensed  with.  By  this  latter  improve' 
ment  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  were  saved  to  the 
Frorince.  The  annual  grant  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for 
the  support  of  the  Post  Office  department  was  not  to  be  re- 
quired— leaving  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  any  further 
extensions  that  thoezigencieB  of  the  country  might  demand. 
A  bill  was  prepared  by  the  delegates  regulating  the  granting 
of  lands  which  was  sanctioned  by  tbe  Oovemment,  by  which 
all  actual  settlers  were  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  land  aa  low 
as  one  shilling  sterling  per  acre. 

On  his  return  to  England,  Lord  Durham  submitted  to  Par- 
liament his  celebrated  report  on  Canadian  affiairs — one  of  the 
ablest  State  documenta  bearing  on  colonial  policy  ever  pro- 
duced. A  series  of  resolutions  condemnatory  of  it  were 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  Nova  Scotia— one  of 
them  being  the  following :  That  a  federal  uoioa  of  the  Bri- 
tish North  American  colonies  would  prove  an  extremely 
difficult  if  not  an  impracticable  measure;  that  the  experi- 
ment, if  practicable,  would  be  eminently  dangerous  to  the 
interests  of  the  mother  country  as  well  aa  those  of  the  col- 
onies ;  that  its  tendency  wonld  be  to  separate  the  colonies 
irom  the  parent  state,  by  imbueing  the  rising  generation 
with  a  fonduesa  of  elective  institutions,  to  an  extent  incon- 
aistent  with  the  British  constitution,  that  it  would  involve 
the  lower  colonies  which  are  now  contented  and  peaceable, 
in  the  political  discussions  of  Lower  Canada,  and  add 
greatly  to  their  local  and  general  expenditures,  without  pro- 
ducing any  adet^uate  benefit  to  them,  to  the  Oanadas,  or  to 
the  Empire  at  large. 

During  the  years  1838  and  1839  some  of  the  public  men  in 
the  Proviuce  were  most  energetic  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
steam  communication  between  Halifax  and  Europe,    While 
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at  Bristol  iQ  the  Bpriog  of  1838,  Judge  Haliborton  called  on 
Captain  Claxton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Bristol  Steam  Packet 
Company^  and  subeeqnently  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
owners  of  the  Great  Western,  who  expreeted  their  roadinese 
to  pQt  boats  on  the  direct  line  to  Haliihz,  provided  GoTera- 
ment  would  make  a  grant  for  the  carriage  of  the  mails.  TAi. 
Henry  Bliss  and  Judge  Fairbanks  pnt  forth  efforts  in  the 
same  direction,  Mr.  William  Crane,  of  TS«w  Bmnewick, 
being  in  London  in  the  SBrnmer  of  1838,  where  he  met  Mr. 
Howe,  they  addressed  a  letter  to  Lord  Glenelg,  in  which 
they  pointed  ont  the  advantages  which  woald  resolt  &om 
steam  commnnication  between  England  and  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces. All  nncertainty  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  removed  in  the  following  year,  when  ttey 
nlade  an  arrangement  with  the  Hon.  Samael  Cnnard  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mails  between  Halifte  and  the  Hot^iw 
Country — Halifax  and  Boston,  and  Pictou  and  Quebec.  For 
this  service  Mr.  Cunard  was  to  receive  fifty-five  thonstmd 
pounds  sterling  yearly,  and  according  to  contract  the  boats 
were  to  be  ready  on  the  first  of  May  1840.  On  receipt  of 
the  intelligence  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  Halifax,  at 
which  a  resolution  was  passed  expressive  of  public  satislkc- 
tion  with  Mr,  Ganard'a  remarkable  enterprise,  by  which  his 
character  as  a  merchant  was  elevated,  and  the  reputatian  of 
his  being  a  benefactor  to  his  native  country  justly  earned. 

So  early  as  1830  the  establishment  of  steam  communica- 
tion between  Britain  and  North  America  was  projected  by 
Hr.  Canard,  who,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  undertaking,  was 
introduced  to  Mr.  Eobert  Uapier  by  Mr.  Melville,  secretary 
in  London  to  the  Bast  India  Company,  and  through  whom 
he  entered  into  conference  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  George 
Bums  and  Mr.  David  Mclver  in  Glasgow.  James  and  George 
Bums  were  enterprising  merchants  in  that  city,  who 
entered  into  partnership  with  the  late  Hugh  Matthie  of 
Liverpool — the  firm  becoming  owners  of  six  sailing  vessels 
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in  the  year  1824,  and  at  the  same  time  engaging  in  steam 
navigation  between  Glasgow  and  Belfast.  In  the  year  1630 
the  Glasgow  firm  joined  that  of  the  Measrs.  Mclver  of  Liver- 
pool. The  consultation  between  9fr.  Canard,  Mr.  Burner 
and  Kr.  Uclver  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Cunard  Line. 
The  contract  of  the  conveyance  of  the  North  American  moils 
was  entered  into  by  the  Admiralty  and  these  gentlemen. 
The  first  steamer  of  the  line  was  the  Srittama,  which  sailed 
from  Liverpool  for  Halifax  and  Boston  on  the  fourth  of 
July  1840.  The  service  was  commenced  with  four  paddle- 
wheel  steamers.  Now  tlie  Company  has  a  fleet  of  about 
fifty  afloat,  or  in  course  of  construction,  some  of  them  over 
four  thousand  tons  burthen,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the 
whole  being  about  ninety  thousand  tons.  For  npwards  of 
thirty  years  the  communication  has  been  sustained  by  the 
Company  between  Liverpool,  New  York  and  Boston — at  first 
once  a  week,  then  twice  a  week,  and  latterly  three  times  a 
week.  During  that  long  period,  in  which  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  passengers  have  crossed  the  Atlantic,  not  a  vessel  or  a  life 
has  been  lost,  and  the  mails  have  been  conveyed  with  almost 
undeviating  regularity  and  safety.  The  business  is  now 
conducted  by  William  Cunard,  formerly  of  Halifax,  now  of 
London;  John  Burns  and  James  Oleland  Bums,  the  sons  of 
GecHTge  Bums,  and  Charles  Mclver,  of  Liverpool,  who  are 
the  sole  partners  of  this  immense  concern. 

Here  it  may  not  be  regarded  as  inappropriato  to  refer  to 
iha  celebrated  and  admirably  managed  Allan  Line.  The 
weekly  service  between  Liverpool  and  Quebec  was  com- 
menced in  1858.  When  the  late  war  with  Russia  broke  out 
the  steamers  of  the  Allan  tine  were  chartored  by  the  English 
and  French  governments  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and 
stores  to  the  scone  of  the  conflict.  From  the  year  1859  to 
the  present  time  the  service  between  Liverpool  and  Canada 
has  been  continued — a  subsidy  being  granted  by  the  Canadian 
government  for  the  cariTing  of  the  mails.    The  first  two 
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vessels  on  the  line  were  of  about  fii1«ea  bimdred  tons,  bnt 
as  the  trade  was  developed,  steamers  of  larger  size  and 
greater  power  were  supplied — the  majority  of  them  having 
been  bnilt  by  the  well-known,  and  long  established  firm  of 
Eobert  Steel  &  Co.,  Gre«nock.  The  Allan  Company  was 
the  first  to  appreciate  the  valne  of  "  covered  in  "  decks, 
which  have  been  now  almost  nniversally  adopted.  This  im- 
provement subjected  them  to  additional  dues,  till  the  London 
foundered  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  when  the  Board  of  Trade 
were  impressed  with  the  advantages  of  the  "  covered  in  " 
plan,  and  placed  the  company  on  a  level  with  others  aa  to 
the  dues  exacted.  The  Allan  fleet  consists  of  about  twenty- 
fonr  of  the  finest  steamers,  and  the  company  by  their  eotei^ 
prise  and  effective  management  have  conferred  inestimable 
benefits  on  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  in  the 
facilities  afforded  for  intercommunication  between  them  and 
Europe,  and  the  stimulus  thus  given  to  commerce  and  im- 
migration. 

In  1839  the  railway  between  the  Albion  mines  and  load- 
ing ground  below  New  G-Iasgow  was  finished,  and  the  first 
locomotive  engines  ever  erected  in  Nova  Scotia  were  em- 
ployed upon  it.  There  was  a  feast  in  celebration  of  tha 
event  at  which  upwards  of  two  thousand  guests  sat  down,  a 
Nova  Scotia  newspaper  remarking,  that  on  the  occasion, 
there  was  not  an  unemployed  fiddle  or  bagpipe  from  Cape 
John  to  the  Garden  of  Eden. 
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Biographical  sketches  of  S.O.  W.  ArchiLald,  TbomaB  C.  Hal i burton, 
Charles  R.  Fairbanke  and  Hugh  Bell. 

Among  the  able  men  of  the  period  of  which  we  are  now 
treating,  Samuel  George  William  Archibald  particularly 
distioguiehed  himself,  for  under  many  disadTantages  he 
raised  himself  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  Legislature,  and  a 
learned  profession.  Mr.  Archibald  was  born  at  Tmro,  on 
thefiith  of  February,  1777,  and  was  the  fifth  child  of  Samuel 
Archibald,  son  of  Major  David  Archibald,  by  his  wife 
Ilacbel  Todd.  In  the  year  1760,  about  sixty  families, 
chiefly  Irish  Protestants,  emigrated  from  New  England  to 
Colchester  county.  Of  the  number  were  James,  Thomas, 
Samuel  and  David  Archibald  from  Londonderry,  New  Hamp- 
shire. As  early  as  1763,  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  ap- 
pointed and  militia  organized  in  the  township.  David 
Archibald,  grandfiither  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, was  the 
first  justice  as  well  as  the  first  militia  officer  in  Tmro.  He 
is  known  and  is  now  spoken  of  as  Major  David  Archibald. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  representatives  of  the  township 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province.  As  a  magistrate 
he  was  impartial,  but  extremely  excentric  in  his  administra- 
tion of  justice.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  him  to  cane  of- 
fenders with  his  own  hands.  Having  found  two  boys  belonging 
to  the  settlement  stealing  apples  on  a  Sunday  from  his  garden, 
he  locked  them  in  his  cellar.  At  their  parents'  request  he 
set  them  at  liberty,  but  on  the  condition  that  the  boys 
should  be  brought  before  him  on  Monday,  when  he  tied 
them  to  one  of  the  trees  from  which  the  apples  had  been 
taken,  and  caned  them  himself. 

Some  timfl  after  Mr.  Archibald'i  appointmeat  as  a  justice,  two  othetfl 
wen  auociated  with  bim  in  the  cominlaKUin  of  the  peace,  when  Oaptala 
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John  McK«ea,  ftn  early  Kttler,  wu  henrd  to  mj  in  the  publichonse,  tbat 
there  ware  one  bnndred  magiBtniteB  in  Truro.  Tbat  cannot  be,  said  a  bj- 
Btander,  for  there  ore  Bcarcclj  that  number  ot  men  in  the  place,  when  Ur. 
McEeen  bet  a  pint  of  brandf  that  hia  aaserUoa  was  coci«ct,  and  uked 
the  partj  challenged  to  oame  the  jnBlicea,  ood  he  would  count  them. 
Darid  Archibald  was  fint  eonuted  when  UcKeen  eatd, "  one."  The  second 
Bqnire  of  the  village  wu  then  meaUoned,  when  HcKeen  said,  "  70a  don't 
call  him  a  magistrate,'  put  him  down  as  a  cypher."  The  third  and  only  ra- 
muningjosticeof  the  peace  was  then  referred  to,  w ben  UcKeen  said,  "he 
ie  no  better  than  the  last,  consider  bim  as  naught,  and  I  bare  my  hundred ; 
and  DOW  for  the  brandy." 

While  yet  a  lad,  S.  Q.  W.  Archibald  lost  his  father  on  the  island  of  Jleves, 
whither  he  had  gone  as  supercargo  or  owner  of  a  freight,  and  bis  mother 
was  thoi  left  a  widow,  iu  comparatiTely  poor  circnmatances,  to  raar  a  family 
of  six  children.  Many  years  afterwards,  in  addressing  his  constitoents  at 
Truro,  at  a  time  when  bis  official  position  required  reaidence  in  Balifk;^  he 
did  not  deem  it  beneath  bis  dignity  to  nter  to  this  period  of  liis  life.  "I 
look  forward,"  be  said,  "  to  that  time  as  the  greatest  pleaaue  of  mj  liG:, 
when  1  can  come  and  live  with  youagainwbeie  my  mother  nursed  me  in  ber 
adversity."  While  still  young,  his  grandfather,  Uajor  David,  took  him  to 
bring  him  np,  and  found  bim  a  troublesome  youth  to  train.  Little  "  Sammy' 
was  mach  given  to  play  and  jokes.  His  jokes  not  unfreqaently  evinced 
remarkable  devemess,  but  were  sometimes  of  such  a  practical  nature  as-  to 
bring  him  in  contact  witb  hJa  gmndfathet's  caoe.  On  one  occasion  his 
love  for  mischief  caused  a  mora  aevere  punishment.  One  morning  be  es- 
pied a  litter  of  pigs  by  Arcbibald'a  Hill,  near  where  a  Baptist  cbapel  has 
since  been  built.  To  humor  a  sudden  thought  he  get  the  mill  in  motion, 
caught  one  of  tbe  pigs,  aod  potit  over  the  water  wheel,  and  in  »o  doing  was 
taken  over  himself,  by  which  operation  he  bad  two  or  three  limbs  broken. 
He  often  referred  to  the  circumstance  in  after  life,  and  spoke  of  lumself  as 
"having  gone  through  the  mill."  On  one  occasion  an  old  Scotchman 
replied,  "  Ve're  nane  the  waur  0'  tba^  Sammy— there's  bran  in  ye  yet." 
When  he  had  grown  towards  manhood,  b«  left  his  grandfather,  and  went 
with  some  others  to  Upper  Stewiacke  to  commenoe  a  &nn  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  soon  found  that  making  a  farm  out  of  green  wood  was  ftn  turn 
no  congenial  pursuit,  aiid  threw  down  the  band-spike,  witb  the  determina- 
tion to  follow  some  calling  more  in  accordance  with  bis  taste.  Shortly 
afterwards  we  find  bim  a  student  in  Andover;  then  for  a  time  at  Harvard 
University,  where  he  lud  the  foundatioa  of  a  store  of  useful  knowledge, 
which,  with  bis  natural  genius,  brought  him  rapidly  into  notice  in  another 
calling. 

On  returning  to  Nova  Scotia  Ur.  Archibald  studied  law  in  the  office  ol 
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Uk  Ute  Ur.  Bobie,  and  on  the  BUteenlh  or  April,  1805,  was  admitted  an 
attomej'  and  barrisler  of  (he  Supreme  Court.  Id  1806  he  woa  retanied  to 
the  HouBe  of  Assembly  as  one  of  tbe  memberB  for  Halifax  county,  and  cod* 
tioued  to  represent  the  town  till  IB35,  irhen  the  county  was  divided  into 
Halifoi,  Colcheater  and  Piclou  counties,  &om  which  ^me  till  his  appoint- 
ment as  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  Judge  of  tbe  Gourtot  Vice  Admiralty,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  1844,  he  was  returned  as  county  member  for 
Colchester. 

In  1824  Ur,  Archibald  risiled  England  where  he  was  well  received.  Tba 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  was  so  much  taken  with  his  maslerlj  address  and 
brilliant  wit  that  be  offered  him  a  seat  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of 
Galoe,  and  was  desirous  that  be  should  accept  it,  if  only  for  three  months, 
to  let  the  people  of  England  see  bow  poiiebed  an  orator  NoTa  Scotia  could 
produce,  Ur.  Archibald's  reply  was  characteristic,  and  showed  bis  good 
sense — "  No,"  your  Lordsbip  ;  I  am  head  of  one  Hotise  of  Commons,  and 
will  never  become  tbe  tail  of  another." 

'Wble  in  England  he  was  appointed  to  the  oSca  of  Chief  Justice  of 
Prince  Edward  Island,  and  received  tbe  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  (i'om  tbe 
TlDiveraity  of  Glasgow. 

He  relumed  to  Truro  on  the  evening  of  tbe  siiteentb  November,  1834, 
where  his  arrival  was  welcomed  by  a  splendid  bonSre,  and  tbe  discharge  of 
guns  at  intervals  antil  a  late  hour.  On  tbe  following  day  an  address  was 
presenled  to  turn  by  a  nnmerous  and  respectable  body  of  the  inhabitanla, 
congratnlattng  him  od  his  safe  return  to  tbe  Province,  and  his  appoint- 
ment to  tbeChief  JosticeahipofPiincG  Edward  Island.  At  Erst  the  Island 
newspapers  anQoanced  bis  appointment  as  "  that  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  respected  barrister  of  Nova  Scotia,"  but  when  the  appdntment  was 
confirmed  they  referred  to  it  in  terms  of  no  measured  condemoation.  On  Sun- 
day, the  twenty-oiatb  of  November,  1834,  Mr.  Archibald  arrived  at  Gbar- 
lottetowD,  and  next  day  took  the  usual  oaths,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  bis 
newoffice,  which  he  performed  for  some  time  with  great  credit  to  himself, 
and  mDcb  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Prince  Bdward  Island. 

Id  the  year  1641,  Ur.  Archibald  received  the  appoJDtment  of  Vaster  of 
the  Bolls  fbr  the  Province  <tf  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  presented  on  the  23rd 
of  Angnst  of  that  year,  a  few  days  afTer  hli  arrival  at  his  country  resi- 
dence at  Truro,  with  au  addresssigned  by  tlie  magistrates,  clergy,  members 
of  the  Bar,  fteebolden  and  otiiers  of  Colchester  to  the  nnmljerofatMiDt  900 
persons.  The  address  was  eiprsaiive  of  the  graUtude  entertaiued  for  his 
services  daring  his  long  political  coDoectJou  with  the  county,  and  of  plea- 
lure  and  sattsfactioD  at  his  promotion,  to  which  his  Honor  made  a  suitable 
leplj.  From  this  time  till  bis  death  he  resided  in  Halifax.  Ha  perfbrmed 
tbe  daties  of  his  last  office,  associated  with  the  position  of  Judge  of  the 
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Court  of  Vice  Admirtitj,  for  more  tbaa  four  yean,  witb  mucb  atnUt/ — 
hu  deciiiooB  gimg  general  utUsraclioa.  Eb  died  ia  B&liTax  oa  Ihe  2Sth  of 
Januaiy,  1846,  io  his  aiztf-ninth  year.  TQere  is  a  moaumeBt  erected  to 
his  taeomrj  in  one  of  the  cemeteries  of  the  oil;,  with  Iwth  a  Latin  and 
English  inscriptioo.* 

One  of  the  most  eminent  literary  men  BiitiahNortb  America  erer  produced, 
wae  Thomas  Chandler  Haliborton,  U.P.  He  was  bom  »t  Windsor  in  De- 
cember, 1T96.  He  wM  descended  from  an  abcient  Scottish  ftmily  of  Ihe 
suae  Dame.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  ft  branch  of  the  family  emigrated 
to  Boston,  whence  the  grandfather  of  Ur.  Haliburton  remoTed  to  Windsor 
at  the  time  of  the  revolutian.  The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  only 
child  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Otis  Haliburton,  a  Justice  of  the  Couit  of 
Common  Fleas,  N.S.  Ur.  Haliburton  commenced  bia  edacation  at  the  gmn- 
mai  school  of  hi«  natiTe  town,  and  completed  it  at  the  CniTcrstty  of  Sing's 
College  in  Noya  Scotia.  The  bero  of  Lucluiow,  Sir  John  loglis,  K.0^., 
was  one  of  his  fellow  students.  Ur.  HeUbuilon  was  a  dieting olahed  sla- 
'dent ;  be  eioclled  in  compoaition,  and  carried  off  a  number  of  prizes.  After 
JeaTing  college  hs  devoted  hinuelf  to  the  study  of  law,  and  In  dne  time 
became  a  barrister.  After  a  visit  to  England  be  practiced  at  Annapolis 
Royal,  the  former  capital  of  bis  natire  province,  and  coDinaoded  a  good 
pracUce.  He  represented  the  county  of  Annapolis  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, of  which  he  became  a  naef\)l  and  prominent  member.  The  late  Mr. 
Howe  apolce  of  hhu  to  the  writer  aa  a  polished  and  eetective  speaker.  On 
some  passages  of  hia  more  elaborate  speeches,  he  bestowed  peat  pains, 
and  in  the  delivery  of  tbem,  Ur.  Howe,  who  acted  in  tbe  capacity  of  a  re- 
porter, was  so  captivated  and  entranced,  that  he  bad  to  lay  down  his  pen 
and  listen  to  his  eparUinK  oratoiy.  It  is  donblleasloone  of  these  paswgN 
that  Ur.  Beamish  Uudoch  refera  when  in  hia  history  he  obaractetiM*  it  as 
the  most  splendid  piece  of  declamation  to  which  he  iMd  ever  listened. 
When  only  thirty-two  years  of  age,  Ur.  Halibarton  received  tlw  i^tpoint- 
ment  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Coart  of  Common  Pleas,  which  he  eontioiwd 
to  bold  till  tbe  year  1840,  when  his  services  were  transferred  to  the  Su- 
preme Coutt.  He  resigned  tbe  Judgeship  in  1856,  and  removed  to  Eng- 
land. 

It  was  in  the  year  1829  that  Ur.  Haliburton  first  appeared  as  an  author, 
when  bis  History  of  Nova  Scotia  was  pobliabed  by  Ur.  Howe.  For  this 
excellent  worlc  be  received  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Though 
(he  volumes  do  not  contain  any  indications  of  the  genius  of  the  author,  yet 


•  Thli  liiter«9tiig  ikctcb  or  ^r.  Anhlbnld  hu  been  taken 
<^V  <H>  t'w  OonnCj  d'  Colchciter,  by  Mr.  Im*l  Longwonb,  at 
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they  M6  written  with  ease  md  olegiince,  aod  oooalilnte  k  most  laluiblo 
oontiibatioa  to  the  literature  of  the  Piovinoe. 

In  1835  Mr.  Haliburtoa  began  a  series  of  papers  vbicb  appeared  in  tlia 
Nova  Seolian,  of  which  Mi.  Bowe  was  editor  and  proprietor.  Sam  Slick 
the  Clockmakei  immediatelj  attracted  attention.  The  character  proTeit  ae 
original  and  amoBing  as  3ani  Weller  in  mora  modern  times.  "  Samivel '' 
amiuee  only,  Slick  both  amnseg  and  inatncts.  Banlj  do  we  fitid  in  any 
character,  not  excepting  tfie  best  of  Scott's,. the  same  degree  of  originality 
And  force,  combined  with  humonr,  sagacity,  and  sound  senBC,  as  we  Qud  in 
tbe  Clockmaker.  Industry  and  pergereranc*  an  efl^cUvely  inculcated  in 
«onuc  story  and  racy  narrative.  In  the  department  of  ioBtruotiTe  LDmoar 
Ealiborlon  perhaps  standi  onriralled  in  English  literattue. 

When  aboni  to  leave  for  England,  Jndge  Baliborton  applied  for 
tlie  paniioa  which  had  be«n  preTLOoslj  granted  ta  baa  m  a  Judge  of 
tbe  Court  of  Oommon  Fleas— jngUy  urging  as  an  additional  claim  his 
serf  ices  as  the  first  historian  of  the  Province,  For  some  years  the  claim 
was  resisted.  On  a  deciston  being  given  in  his  favor,  an  appeal  was  made 
to  England,  when  the  Judicial  Gonunittee  decided  in  his  favor.  It  mnst  ba 
a  snbJBct  ot  regret  that  a  man  so  distiaguished  shonld  bare  eiperieacod 
any  difficulty  in  oecuring  a  legal  right  to  a  paltry  pension  of  three  bundted 
poDndsayear.  BowmanyonscmpuIonssyoopliBntssucceediniDckingfrom 
ilk*  pockets  of  Unpeople  three  times  that  auonnt  7 

ia  ISSO  Mr.  Hallborton  entered  the  Imperial  Paiiiament  as  tbe  Oonserralive 
member  for  tbe  bonragb  of  Lanoceeton.  At  Islewottb,  near  London,  when 
he  resided  till  his  death,  which  took  place  on  the  twenty-aeTentb  of  Aogtut, 
1S6S,  he  was  popular,  makiog  himself  useful  by  lectures  in  behalf  of  [mblio 
joltitations,  and  by  the  substantial  aid  rendered  to  charitable  objects.  His 
remaina  lie  in  the  chucbyard  of  Islewortb. 

Charles  B.  Fairbanks  wag  another  able  man  of  this  period.  He  was  a 
natlre  of  tbe  City  of  Uallfai,  and  was  bora  on  the  twanty-flfU)  of 
Hard),  1790.  At  an  early  age  be  was  lent  to  the  academy  at  Windsor, 
at  that  time  nnder  the  management  of  Uw  late  Rev.  Dr.  Ooebnu, 
who  afterwards  became  Vice-Preaident  of  the  Collegn.  With  many 
other  pupils  who  snbeeqiMntly  occopied  prominent  slations  in  this 
Prolines  and  elsewhere,  Hr.  Fairbanks  acquired  the  earlier  rudiments  of 
edacatloD,  inclading  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  under  tbe  able 
gnidanoe  of  Dr.  Cochran,  and  at  tbe  early  age  of  fourteen  was  declared 
folly  qnalified  fOr  admi^on  as  sslndent  in  the  College.  Tbe  statntu  at  that 
period,  however,  restricted  the  entry  of  stndents  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
Sidnded  by  a  positive  rale,  which  the  better  judgment  of  later  GoTeraors 
Itaa  modified,  and  at  an  age  somewhat  too  early  to  commenoe  his  stodies 
At  tbe  legal  profession,  he  was  sent  by  his  psrenta  to  a  semiaaiy  at 
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Quebec,  ^rhera  be  renmitied  some  time,  daring  vhinh  be  acqnired 
a  knowledge  of  the  French  Unpiage,  which  he  ipoke  with  Baeacy 
on  Ma  retoni  to  tioya,  Scotia.  He  poBBesMd  a  remarkAble  talent  for  tbe 
acqnisitlon  of  tbe  modern  Ungnrtges,  and  thongb  be  did  not  speak  others 
with  the  same  fiuenc;  as  French,  he  wa^,  at  a  Bub«eqnent  period  ot  Ma  life, 
fKqoentlf  engaged  in  translating  documents  nsed  as  evidence  in  tbe  Ad- 
mirflltj  Conrta,  as  well  as  for  other  pnrposea. 

After  his  retntn  from  Qnebee,  If  r.  Fairbanks  commenced  the  Btady  of  law 
in  the  olGce  of  tbe  late  Simon  Sobie,  one  of  the  most  distiacaiahed  bai^ 
rislen  of  that  period,  and  who  had  a  Urge  pracUce.  At  the  exiNiation  of 
tbe  nsnal  period  of  service  to  qnali^  a  stodent  for  admission  to  the  bar,  b« 
passed  bis  examination,  and  entered  npon  the  dalles  of  bis  proftealoD  in  tbe 
year  ISll.  A  good  sbai«  of  the  professional  business  of  that  period  was 
soon  nalited,  and  ontU  the  year  1834  it  continued  to  inciMse,  firing  fall 
employment  not  only  to  the  regular  students,  bnt  to  othan  employed  in  hia 

His  practice  at  the  bar  ceased  at  the  date  lost  mentioned,  by  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Jodge  of  the  Coact  of  Vice-Admiraltj,  and  Master  of 
the  Rolls — the  dnlies  of  wbiah  he  diuh*rgrd  ftira  number  of  jesn  till  his 
death. 

In  the  year  1824,  Ur.  Fidrbaake  was  elected  one  of  tbe  representativea  to 
the  Legislatare  for  the  City  of  Halifax.  He  was  an  active  and  Uborioas 
member,  and  look  a  prominent  part  in  the  discoBsioo  and  ftiithenuice  of 
alt  measures  of  importance.  Hia  apeecbes  bear  erldenoe  of  tbe  care  witb 
which  be  studied  every  public  question,  and  the  extent  of  his  general 
knowledge. 

In  tbe  discbarge  of  bis  judidal  duUea  he  was  palostaking  and  fEuthfiil — 
his  judgments  being  cuefully  prepared,  and  tbe  caoses  disposed  of  with  m 
litde  delay  as  pos^le. 

Although  apparently  of  a  strong  coastitDtiOD,hedidnot  hold  hisappoinl- 
meota  as  Judge  and  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  bmoj  years.  His  health  gave 
way  about  tbe  year  1840,  and  he  died  in  1S41,  at  the  comparatEvely  early 
age  of  Gfty-one,  leaving  a  large  Guuily  and  many  (^nde  to  regret  his  early 
removal  from  a  position,  which  be  bad  attained  by  bis  talents  and  valoitbla 
services  to  bis  naUve  Province.* 

■  At  lUi  time,  wiitM  ■  titlDB]  coneiponilgnt,  tber»  wora  loot  reniukiiblj  cl«v«r 
mm  kt  tha  )iu,— namdl',  B.  Q.  W.  Aichtbuld,  Ctui*.  R.  Fitlrbaiiki,  Juisi  T.  Jofan- 
Mod  and  WllUuu  B.  BUM  wet  at  Mtumt  had  a  pwnUai  talmt.  Tor  ■  cum  requiring 
atboroogh  knovtedg*  of  nuicutile  Iftv  uid  ihtpptngi  tnclDdlni^  tht  imiflH  aodcni- 


nectcd  with  shipping,  uid  where  ■  grmt  deal  oC  neeHcb  wta  m 
the  mcD  ;  he  ne  bud  vDrUng  ud  iDdetUlgibla.  In  loiU  nbei 
turned  npoo  apecUl  pkadlngf  uid  the  dir  pointe  ot  lAw,  Bllei 
cMuuot ;  he  neve i  had  mocb  pnf tice  M  ui  fetComej,  bnt  tbs  «Dg«g*d 
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Amoni^  the  public  men  of  the  period  the  name  of  Hugh  Bell 
is  entitled  to  ftQ  honoTsble  place.  Ifr.  Bell  represejted  tbe  con- 
Btltnency  of  Haliiki,  in  the  ProTincial  Aasembly,  from  1835  to  1840  [ 
shortly  after  nhich  he  was  elected  to  a  lest  in  the  LegiglatlTe  Council. 
He  was  a  member  of  tbe  Adminiatration  of  which  Joseph  Howe  and  Jamas 
B.  Cniacke  were  the  leading  apirita,  from  1848  to  1854,  and  continued  to  take 
an  actlTe  part  in  public  afl^irs  till  the  date  of  bia  death,  at  ac  adTanced 
age,  in  1S60.  At  a  time  when  Notb  Bcotia  was  distirLguished  among  the 
Frovinces  bj  politicians  of  marked  ability,  tbe  Parliamentaiy  records  show 
that  Hr.  Bell  was  regarded  by  Ms  contemporaries  as  a  man  of  broad  Tiews, 
and  more  than  ordinary  attainmenta.  Though  a  zealous  and  consistent 
adherent  of  the  Liberal  Party,  Hogh  Bell  was  better  known,  howerer,  as  a 
pbilant^opist.  Bis  name  dsserres  to  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by  the 
people  of  Nora  Scotia,  for  the  eObrta  he  pat  forth  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  tbe  insane.  Tbe  noble  eetablishment  atUonnt  Hope,  Dartmontb,  known 
as  the  ProTlncial  Hospital  for  tbe  Insane,  was  largely  indebted  to  Hugh  Bell 
for  ita  inception ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  mainly  owing  to  hia  persistent  ene^y, 
and  Ms  own  personal  liberality,  that  the  Legislature  was  indcced  to  project 
that  Institution  on  a  scale  which  many  at  the  time  deemed  eitraragant,  but 
which  aubaequent  ezperiince  has  proTed  to  be  not  more  than  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  Province. 


ahncat  tit  Important  miu.  He  vu  u  eicellent  ipaBket  In  uddnsitng  tlie  Court  or  jvrj. 
aadeoild  oner  be  t«k«i  b7  huiiiIk.  Hawu  conildD«d  >  moit  eicallani  uid  Dprlght 
liWTW.  Is  KUong  when  [nw,  equlCy,  lud  hudiblp  were  mixed  np  CogeCher,  ud  wliare 
ftiIlK«pe«upn«ited  toTiDappeiltotlie  teelinga  or  ajar},  JotmsUmwu  themui. 
Ha  wu  a  pooerful  ipeaka,  and  todU  naver  omit  tha  minotsM  point,  or  piece  ol 
eTldance  in  patUn^f  hU  caw.  If  there  wu  ft  can  Eo  be  pat  before  a  jury  of  wtilob, 
•pputEtl;,  no  defence  conld  be  nude,  Arehll»1d  mu  the  man.    He  woald  unoie  the 

treqneuU)'  obtained  TeidlcU  which  no  other  coatuel  ceold  hope  to  get.  Whoa  !t  vH 
■kBowB  that  he  vu  to  tddien  Che  juij  tbe  Conit  Hoii»e  vu  always  crowded. 
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Secretary  relative  to  Mr.  Howe's  conduct— The  reply— Mr. 
Howe  accused  o(  writing  against  the  Governor — The  Governor 
takes  a  tour  through  the  Province — His  reception— Agitation  for 
responsible  Qovemment  in  Canada— Banquet  given  to  the  Hon. 
William  Young  in  Toronto— Responsible  Government  in  New 

The  year  1840  was  one  of  intense  political  agitation  in  Nova 
Scotia.     The  enbject  of  responsible  government  was  keenly- 
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diecnased,  and  meetings  were  held  in  almost  all  tlie  princi- 
pal towna  in  the  Province,  at  which  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  determlDBtion  of  the  people  to  secnre  each  govern- 
ment were  passed.  In  October,  1839,  Lord  John  EubscII, 
who  was  Colonial  Secretary,  addressed  a  despatch  to  Sir  ■ 
John  Harvey,  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  which  was 
justly  regarded  by  Mr.  Howe  and  the  leading  refbrmers  of 
Kova  Scotia  as  a  practical  concession  of  the  principle  of  re- 
sponsible government,  which  had  been  so  ably  advocated  in 
Lord  Sarham's  report,  and  which  accorded  with  the  in- 
strnctions  sent  by  Lord  Grlenelg  to  Sir  Colin  Campbell  in 
1837,  bat  which  that  getiUeman,  with  mulish  stubbomess, 
had  disregarded.  Lord  John  Bufisell  drew  attention  to  the 
tenure  on  which  pnblic  offices  in  th«  gift  of  the  crown  were 
held  in  the  British  Colonies — the  Governor')]  commission 
being  revoked  whenever  the  public  service  was  supposed  to 
require  a  change,  whilst  the  commissions  of  all  other  public 
officers  were  rarely  recalled  except  for  positive  misconduct. 
The  Grovernor  of  New  Brunswick  was  now  given  to  imder- 
etand  that  not  only  such  officers  would  be  called  upon  to  re- 
tire from  the  public  service  as  crften  as  public  policy  required 
a  change,  but  that  a  change  in  the  person  of  the  Governor 
would  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  any  alteration  . 
which  his  successor  might  deem  it  expedient  to  make  in  the 
list  of  public  functionaries,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  ftitnre 
confirmation  of  the  Sovereign.  On  receiving  this  important 
despatch,  Governor  Harvey  issued  a  circular  to  the  heads  of 
the  civil  departments,  and  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
in  New  Brunswick,  in  which  he  hailed  the  despatch  in  ques- 
tion as  conferring  a  new,  and  in  his  jadgment  an  improved 
constitution  upon  these  Colonies — the  document  being  re- 
garded in  the  same  light  in  Canada,  and  the  Lower  Pro- 
vinces, 

As  Sir  Colin  Campbell  and  the  Executive  Council  ignor  ed 
the  instructions  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the   House  of 
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Asaombly  were  determmed  to  effect  tho  neceasary  reform  in 
a  thoroughly  constitational  maDiier.  Mr.  Howe  accordingly 
submitted  to  the  AsBembly  four  reBolutione  of  the  following 
import: — That  for  many  years  the  best  interests  of  the 
Province  had  been  jeopardized,  and  its  progress  retarded  by 
the  want  of  harmony  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
government;  that  in  every  effort  put  forth  by  the  Hoiiae  to 
improve  the  institutions  and  purify  the  administration  of 
the  country,  it  had  been  met  by  an  influence  which  had 
wielded  the  whole  power  and  patronage  of  the  government, 
to  thwart  the  wise  policy  avowed  by  Her  Majesty's  soiinis- 
ters,  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  the  Executive 
Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  did  not  enjoy  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.  These  resolutions  passed  by  a 
majority  of  thirty  to  twelve;  and  were  submitted,  with  an 
address  to  the  Governor,  by  the  whole  House.  The  Gover- 
nor, in  his  reply  to  the  address,  stated  the  subject  with  which 
it  dealt  had  in  all  essential  respects  been  already  brought 
nnder  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  passed  in  ite  last  session;  and  that, 
after  full  consideration,  the  Government  had  come  to  a 
decision,  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Hoose,  and 
having  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  sentiments  of  Her  Majesty's  government,  he 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  other  course  than  to  re- 
fer the  House  to  the  despatch  already  alluded  to.  The 
House  ilnmediately  called  the  attention  of  the  Governor  to 
the  despatch  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  being  of  more 
recent  date  than  the  one  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  as 
'  giving  His  Excellency  the  power  to  remodel  the  Executive 
Council,  by  making  such  changes  as  were  required  to  ensure 
harmony  between  the  Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of 
the  Government  The  House  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  any 
motives  of  public  policy  more  sufficient  to  render  an  appli- ' 
cation  of  the  principle  of  Lord  John  Bussell's  deapaoth  to 
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Jfova  Scotia  advisable,  than  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  thirty 
to  twelve  of  the  membera  of  the  representative  branch  had 
avowed  their  want  of  confidence  in  officers  expressly  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  They  had  declared 
it  impossible  to  deal  wisely  with  measnreB  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  government  of  the  country,  nntil  confidence 
between  the  Execative  and  the  Legislature  should  be  estab- 
lished, and  that  while  the  only  efficient  representative  of  the 
local  government — Mr.  TTniacke — bad  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Conncil,  no  man  of  influence  in  the  Assembly  could  be 
found  to  devote  his  talents  to  the  service  of  the  government, 
while  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Conncil  persisted  in  1*0- 
taining  their  seats,  and  His  Excellency  declined  to  exercise 
the  power  confided  to  bim.  The  Governor  was  also  re- 
minded by  the  House  that  Sir  John  Harvey  recognised  the 
despatch  of  Lord  John  Bussell  as  conferring  a  new  and  im- 
proved constitution  on  the  colonies,  and  had  expressed  his 
determination  to  act  upon  it ;  and  that  the  Governor  General 
bad  intimated  that  he  ha-J  received  Her  Majesty's  commands 
to  administer  the  government  of  these  Provinces  in  accord- 
ance with  the  well  understood  wishes  and  interests  of  the 
people,  and  to  pay  to  their  feelings,  as  expressed  through 
their  representatives,  the  deference  justly  due  to  them.  His 
Excellency  replied  that  the  course  suggested  would  practi- 
cally recognise  a  fundamental  change  in  the  colonial  consti- 
tution, which  he  could  not  discover  in  the  despatch  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary. 

The  only  course  now  open  to  the  Assembly  was  to  present 
an  address  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  for  the  removal  of  Sir 
Colin  Campbell  fyoja  the  Governorship  of  the  Province,  and 
this  course  the  House  reluctantly,  though  resolutely,  resolved 
to  adopt.  The  address  was  in  every  respect  an  admirable 
document,  reasonable  in  its  demands,  and  irresistible  in  its 
arguments,  breathing  a  spirit  of  loyalty  in  combination  with 
that  of  determined  constitutional  resistance  to  the  back 
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parlor  eystem  of  government,  to  which  the  country  had  hoen 
eo  long  eabjected,  and  for  the  abolition  of  it  which  it  had  so 
eameetly  contended.  "We  give  the  two  concluding  paragraphs 
of  the  addrcB : — 

"It  U  true  Ibat  Nova  Scotia  is  a  ecuall  colon/,  and  that  four  UajcBt; 
DUij,  if  ;ou  see  fit,  govern  it  by  Che  strong  band  of  power,  reljing  in  no 
degree  upon  the  affectionate  attachment  of  its  inhabitants ;  but  it  is  also 
Irae  that  in  no  portion  of  your  Vajegtj's  dominiana  are  the  poirera  of  the 
Crown  and  the  rights  of  the  people  better  ondentood ;  and  In  none  i(  there 
amon  delenuined  spirit  of  resistance  b;  all  constitutional  meaui,  to  a 
■jsteo]  of  goTernment  founded  on  mere  faToritism  or  injustice.  From  tbe 
■  portion  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  ocDup;  in  the  centre  of  the  Lower  Col- 
onies, and  availing  thenuelves  of  t^e  influence  which  tbeir  lo/alty,  their 
inteUigBiice,  theii  firtnnets  and  their  moderation  have  acqnlred  for  tbem 
among  the  population  of  British  N'orth  America,  tbe;  will  nerer  cease  to 
appeal  to  tbe  public  opinion  aroond  Ukem— to  contend  against  that  ffstem, 
and  to  vindicate  and  ossett  hj  every  means  Id  tbeir  power,  their  rights  as 
British  subjects. 

"That  your  Majesty  will  join  with  this  Hoose  in  obviating  the  ne- 
cessity for  sach  appeals— that  yon  will  repress  these  absurd  attempts  to 
govern  Provincei  by  the  aid,  and  for  tbe  exclusive  beoeflt  of  minorities, 
this  Assembly  conGdenlly  believe,  and  ia  asking  your  Majesty  to  remove 
^  Colin  Campbell,  and  send  to  Nova  Scotia  a  Governor  who  will  not 
only  represent  the  Crown,  but  carry  oat  its  policy  with  firmness  and  good 
futh,  the  representatives  of  \ova  Scotia  perioral  a  painful  duty  to  their 
Soveraign,  and  to  their  constituents,  bat  recommend  the  only  remedy  wMcb 
tbey  fear  can  now  be  applied  to  establish  harmony  between  the  Eiecutive 
and  Legislature  of  this  Province." 

The  representatives  of  the  town  and  county  of  HalifUs — 
Joseph  Howe,  William  Annand,  Thomas  Forrester  and  Hugh 
JBell — invited  their  constitaonts  to  mcot  them  in  Mason  Hall 
on  tho  thirtieth  of  March,  1840,  at  twelve  o'clocli,  as  a  meet- 
ing had  been  called  by  their  opponents  to  condemn  the  con- 
duct of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  reference  to  the  Governor 
and  the  Executive  Council,  in  terms  which  precluded  their 
attendance,  and  which  they  presumed  were  intended  to  pre- 
vent fair  and  full  discussion  upon  a  great  public  question. 
The  people  flocked  in  large  nnmbers  to  the  hall,  which  was 
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densely  crowded.  The  principal  speakers  in  defence  of  the 
Assembly  were  Meaere.  Howe,  Wm.  Tonng,  Forrester  and 
Bell — the  defence  of  the  Government  having  been  condacted 
by  tbe  Solicitor-General,  J.  W.  JohnstOD,  in  an  oration  of 
great  ingenuity  and  force,  prodncing  the  conviction  that  a 
bad  caose  could  scarcely  have  been  more  ably  defended.  An 
attempt  to  take  a  vote  at  the  coaclneion  of  the  proceedings, 
which  lasted  for  seven  hours,  failed  in  consequence  of  tlie 
confusion  and  exoiteiAent,  and  both  parties  claimed  a  vic- 
tory. 

"Whatever  doubt  migbt  kare  existed  as  to  the  import  of 
thecommnnicationofthe  Colonial  Secretary  to  &e  Governor 
of  New  Brunswick,  was  completely  dispelled  by  the  report 
of  a  speech  delivered  by  that  minister  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  laying  Canadian  correspondence  on  the  table, 
on  the  twenty-third  of  March,  when  his  Lordship  said : 

"  The  pnctice  bad  unrortanalely  prerafled  that  there  had  been  one  Bet  or 
men  eojoTiDg  the  confident  of  the  Q(TTenior,  Fonaing  rery  often  a  small 
part;  in  the  Oolony,  diatribnting  the  Terenaea  of  the  coantij  according  to 
their  own  notiona ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  there  ttad  been  men,  ambitiooi 
perhaps,  a  tirrinc  peihapa,  but  at  the  «ametiiae  of  great  public  talents — and 
(bat  these  should  beeicladedfromlheir  share  in  the  admioialxation,  seemed 
an  nnfortunata  and  vicious  ijetem,  and  be  thonght  that,  b;  Qie  rule  of 
admiQistratioa,  a  better  praettce  ought  to  be  Introdnced.  In  coafonnitj' 
with  thie  opinion,  hia  predecessor  in  office — the  Uarqais  of  Honnandj — in 
ftmned  the  Qovenior  of  Nova  Scotia  Utat  wbeneret  a  Tacancf  occurred  in  . 
the  Council  he  waa  to  fill  it  up  b;  those  persons  setecled  from  the  majoritj- 
of  the  Aasembly  whom  he  thought  most  qualified  for  such  a  trust.  The 
occasion  of  making  an  appaintmeut  arose  soon  after  he  had  succeeded  his 
noble  friend,  and  the  Qorernor  of  Wova  Scotia  requested  to  know  whether 
he  was  to  act  on  the  d[r«clians  which  he  had  received  from  his  predecessor. 
He  told  him  he  was ;  and  he  knew  no  better  way  of  giving  confidence  to 
the  Provinces,  and  at  the  same  time  malung  the  leaders  of  the  AssemUy 
practical  men  of  business,  tbaa  bj  appointing  them  to  sitaations  of  official 
trost  and  reapoDBibilit7.  He  wonid  by  no  means  laj  down  an  iofleilble 
rule  on  the  subject,  bat  be  maintMned  a  general  s}^tem  should  be  adopte 
by  which  the  leaders  among  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  should  be  included 
in  the  Ezecnlive  Qovemmeot." 
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S'hough  political  feeling  wne  intense  at  this  period  in  the 
Frovioce,  all  parties  cordially  united  in  celebrating  the 
Queen'e  marriage.  The  Charitable  Irish  Society  led  the 
way,  followed  by  the  Nortii  BritiBh  and  Highland  Societies,* 
and  the  St.  George's  Society.  It  was  a  season  of  general 
joy  and  festivity. 

On  Monday,  the  first  of  June,  1840,  the  steamer  Unicom 
— the  forerunner  of  the  Cunard  line — arrived  in  Halifex, 
and  was  welcomed  by  the  huzzas  of  the  populace  assembled 
on  the  wharves.  She  had  engines  of  three  hundred  horse- 
power, and  was  commanded  by  Captain  Douglaa.  The 
Britannia,  the  first  steamer  of  the  regnlar  Canard  line,  ar- 
rived in  Halifax  on  Friday,  the  seventeenth  of  July.  She 
performed  the  voyage  in  twelve  days  and  a  half,  jvoceeding 
.afterwards  to  Boston,  where  preparations  were  made  to  give 
her  an  enthaBiastic  reception ;  the  Bostonians  presented 
Mr.  Cnnard  with  a  service  of  plate  as  a  testimonial  of  the 
sense  entertained  of  his  services. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Charles  Ponlet  Thomson,  the  Gov- 
ernor General,  visited  Halifax  in  the  month  of  July.  The 
purpose  of  his  visit  was  evidently  to  smooth  the  way  for  a 
contemplated  change  in  the  government  of  the  Province. 
Mr.  Thomson  consnlted  gentlemen  connected  with  both  the 
great  political  parties.  Mr.  Annand  says  in  hie  admirably 
edited  speeches  and  letters  of  Mr.  Howe,  that  Mr.  Howe's 
pamphlet  on  responsible  government  was  pat  into  Mr. 
Thomson's  hands  by  some  one  of  the  opposite  party  as  evi- 
dence of  the  utterly  absurd  views  which  the  writer  enter- 
tained. On  being  questioned,  Mr.  Howe  offered  te  read  the 
psmphletto  His  Excellency,  and  convince  him  that  there  was 
not  only  no  harm,  but  a  great  deal  of  good  in  it ;  that  re- 

*  The  North  British  Societj'  waa  formed  in  Halifox  on  the  twentj^ 
sixth  of  March,  1768.  For  ioteresting  inibrmatjon  respecting  its  origin 
Bud  progress  see  "  Annals,"  compiled  by  the  present  esteemed  Presi- 
deut  of  the  Sooietj,  Mr.  James  8.  Maodonald. 
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sponsible  government  was  juat  as  practicable  in  Nova  Scotia 
aa  in  England,  and  that  it  was  tho  only  remedy  for  tho 
manifold  grievances  of  which  all  tho  colonioa  of  North 
America  complained.  Ab  the  reading  went  on,  Afr.  Thorn- 
eon  was  asked  to  state  his  objections*  Upon  a  few 
points  he  invited  discassion  or  desired  explanation.  The 
objections  stated  were  removed,  the  explanations  sought 
were  given,  and  before  Mr.  Howe  left  the  room  the  founda- 
tion was  laid  of  that  matual  confidence  and  respect  which 
only  terminated  with  the  premature  and  melancholy  death 
of  the  Governor-General.  When  the  Governor-General  left 
the  Province  the  reformers  were  satisfied  that  he  had  been 
impressed  with  the  reasonableness  of  the  changes  in  adminis- 
tration for  which  they  were  contending,  and  that  his  report 
to  the  Imperial  Government  wonld  be  fhvorable  to  their 
demands. 

About  the  beginning  of  September  intelligence  had 
reached  Halifax  that  Sir  Colin  Campbell  was  to  be  recalled, 
and  Yisconnt  Falkland  to  take  bis  place.  Tho  Yiscoont  was 
a  thorough  Whig,  and  a  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber.  He  was 
married  to  one  of  the  Fitz-Clsronces— a  daughter  of  William 
the  Fourth  and  Mrs.  Jordan,  and  sister  of  Lady  Mary  Fox, 
whose  unostentatious  and  exemplary  character  had  left  a 
favorable  impression  on  Halifax  society  some  yeara  previously. 
His  Lordship  arrived  on  the  seventeenth  of  September,  1840_ 
in  the  steamer  Britannia,  and  was  sworn  in  on  the  thirteenth. 
In  a  few  days  Uessrs.  Jefifery,  Collins,  Cogswell  and  Tobin 
were  sent  for,  and  received  notice  that  they  most  retire 
from  tho  Executive  Gooneil,  to  which  Mr.  Howe  and  Mr. 
McNab  were  appointed. 

The  political  opponents  of  Sir  Colin  Campbell  and  his  ad- 
ministration cherished  no  vindictive  feeling  towards  him. 
In  their  intercourse  with  him  he  had  been  always  pleasant 
and  courteons,  but  tho  old  soldier  belonged  to  an  unbending 
school,  and  was  utterly  unfitted  by  habit  and  training  for 
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-the  position  which  h«  occupied.  He  deemed  it  a  point  of 
honor  to  defend  the  Execntive  Council,  luid  well  Qtgh  sacri- 
ficed his  honor  in  his  inMnated  resistance  to  the  explicit 
instxuctioDfl  which  emanated  from  the  Colonial  Office.  Mr. 
Annand  informs  us  that  passing  out  from  Lord  Falkland's 
first  levee,  Mr.  Howe  bowed  to  Sir  Colin,  and  was  moving  on 
when  Sir  Colin  called  to  him,  and  extending  his  hand  exclaim- 
ed, "  TVe  must  not  part  in  that  way  Mr.  Howe,  we  fought  out 
our  differences  of  opinion  honestly;  you  have  acted  like  a 
roan  of  honor.  There  is  my  hand."  It  was  shaken  in  all 
sincerity.  This  interesting  and  touching  incident,  evincing 
as  it  did  a  manly  heart,  covers  a  multitude  of  sins,  and 
effectually  prevents  severe  Btriotures  on  a  gubernatorial 
course  which  otherwise  merited  unciualified  condemnation. 
As  evidence  of  the  personal  popularity  of  Sir  Colin,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  state  that  on  bis  departure  a  proceasion  was 
formed  by  the  members  of  the  St.  Greorge's,  North  British, 
and  Highland  Societies,  and  that  the  horses  drawing  the 
carriBgeB  in  which  he  was  being  conveyed  to  the  steamer 
were  tinhameeeed,  and  the  carriage  drawn  by  members 
of  these  societies. 

Sesponsible  government  was  now  firmly  established. 
Four  years  ago  a  council  of  twelve  persons  chosen  from  the 
capital,  with  one  exception,  formed  the  second  branch  of  the 
legislature.  They  sat  like  an  interesting  &mily  party  in 
private,  the  Governor  having  no  power  to  increase  tlteir 
number.  The  whole  execntive  power  of  the  government  was 
vested  in  these  men,  who  were  never  required  to  appeal  to 
the  people,  holding  as  they  did  their  office  for  life,  as  the 
advisers  of  the  Grovemor,  and  the  rulers  of  the  Province. 
Under  Ijord  Falkland's  government,  the  Xjegislative  Council 
consisted  of  twenty  members,  nine  of  whom  repreeent«d  the 
rural  districta — their  deliberations  being  conducted  with 
open  doors.  Of  the  ten  men  who  composed  the  Executive 
Council,  six  were  members  of  the  representative  branch, 
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and  were  conaeqaently  obliged  once  in  foor  years  to  solicit 
the  snfirages  of  the  people — a  wholesome  constitatioual 
check  being  thuB  vested  in  the  coiutitaeticies. 

The  Honse  having  been  dissolved,  the  winter  of  the  year 
1840  found  the  Province  in  the  excitement  of  an  election,  in 
which  the  reformers  maintained  their  ground.  Halifax  re- 
tomed  Howe  and  Annand,  McNab  and  Forrester.  S.  ti.  W. 
Archibald  was  retnmed  for  Colchester.  In  the  conservative 
interest,  Holmes,  Blackadw  and  another  took  their  seats  for 
Piotoa.  Huntington  and  Clemens  wore  returned  as  refor- 
mers for  Yarmonth,  "W.  A.  Henry  for  Sydney,  and  W. 
Toung  for  Inverness,  in  the  same  interest.  J.  B.  Uniacke 
was  retnmed  for  Cape  Breton,  and  the  Hon.  E.  M.  Bodd,  for 
the  Township  of  Sydney.  In  the  last  House  the  reformers 
nncabered  thirty-one,  and  the  defenders  of  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  seventmn — the  majority  for  reform  varying 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  questions  at  issue.  In  the 
new  House  nearly  the  same  relative  strength  of  parties  was 
maintained. 

In  Halifax  the  triumph  of  reform  in  the  town  and  county 
was  celebrated  by  a  public  dinner,  to  which  Messrs.  Hugh 
Bell,  Joseph  Howe,  Wm.  Annand,  Hon.  James  McNab  and 
Thomas  Forrester  were  invited  as  guests.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  Hon.  Uichael  Tobin,  Hr.  Wm.  Stairs  being 
Yice-President.  The  principal  speakers  were,  Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Forrester,  and  Mr.  George  R  Toung.  Mr. 
Stairs  proposed  the  toast  of  the  British  Constitution,  with 
the  following  simile:  "It  rose,  like  the  coral  islands, 
by  slow  degrees,  amidst  storms  of  human  intellect  and 
passion— time  but  extends  its  borders,  developesita  beauties, 
and  increases  its  strength." 

The  new  House  met  on  the  third  of  February,  1841 
when  Mr.  Howe  was  elected  Speaker — beating  Hr. 
Uniacke  only  by  a  majority  of  two — in  the  place  of  Mr.  S. 
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G.  W.  Archibald,  who  had  resigned  in  conformity  with  a 
rule,  that  a  crown  officer  was  ineligible  for  the  post. 

Lord  Falkland  delivered  a  long  speech  in  opening  the 
Assembly,  the  most  important  featore  of  which  was  the 
advocacy  of  the  principle  of  general  assessment  in  the 
formation  of  a  scheme  of  Provincial  edacation — a  principle 
which,  however,  the  House  did  not  deem  it  prudent  in  the 
meantime,  to  adopt.  But  the  Aaeembly  amended  the 
Educational  Act,  setting  apart  six  thonsand  pounis  annually 
for  the  period  of  four  years,  for  the  support  of  common 
schools.  The  Governor  and  Council  were  authorized  io 
appoint  five,  or  more  commissioners  of  schools,  for  each  ■ 
county,  who  were  to  have  the  management  and  control  of  all 
schools  established  under  the  new  law — this  Board  being  re- 
quired to  divide  the  respective  counties  into  school  districts. 

The  most  important  act  passed  during  the  session  was  one 
to  incorporate  the  town  of  Hali&z,  by  which  a  most  pemi' 
cious  and  long  continued  system  of  misrule  was  terminated. 
On  three  different  occasions  a  similar  measure  had  been 
introduced — once  by  the  late  Master  of  the  Bolls,  and  twice 
by  the  members  of  the  town  and  county,  but  without 
euccesB. 

The  Session  of  the  year  1842  passed  without  any  ques- 
tions of  stirring  interest  coming  before  the  Hoase.  A 
measure  for  the  consolidation  and  simplification  of  the 
criminal  code  was  carried,  and  steps  taken  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  Indians.  It  is  worthy  of  record  that 
Charles  Dickens,  the  celebrated  novelist,  was  in  Haliikz 
this  year,  and  visited  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  the  House  meeting  in  Jannary,  1843,  Mr,  Howe 
— having  accepted  the  cotlectorship  of  Colonial  Bevenue — 
resigned  the  Speakership,  when  Mr.  William  Young  and 
Mr.  Huntington  were  competitors  for  the  cb^r — the  former 
gentleman  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  two  votes. 

Early  in  the  session,  the  House  having  resolved  itself 
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into  a  Committee  on  the  general  state  of  the  Province,  Mr. 
Annand  moved,  in  an  able  speech,  a  series  of  reaolations 
'bearing  upon  the  endowment  of  collegiate  institutions. 
These  resolations  condemned  the  general  principle  of 
endowment  on  which  the  AsBembly  had  hitherto  acted. 
Four  colleges  were  now  drawing  largely  npon  the  resources 
o'f  the  Province,  without  one  of  them  being  efficient. 
Petitions  were  laid  on  the  table,  praying  for  the  endowment 
.of  the  other  denominational  colleges,  which  could  not  be 
«onaistently  refused.  To  continue  the  present  grants,  and 
-endow  the  two  institutions,  now  applicants  for  aid,  would 
recinire  at  least  two  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  yearly, 
and  this  sum,  added  to  seventeen  hundred  pounds  given  to 
the  academies  of  the  Shire  Towns,  would  make  an  amount 
equal  to  four  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  devoted  to  the 
education  of  the  rich,  while  only  about  eight  thousand 
pounds  could  be  afforded  for  the  general  edacation  of  the 
people.  It  was  contended  that  one  good  college,  free  from 
sectarian  control,  and  open  to  all  denominations,  would  be 
adequate  to  the  requirements  of  a  population  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand.  Mr.  Fairbanks  opposed  the  resolutions, 
proposing  an  amendment,  having  for  its  object  the  main- 
tenance of  tiie  old  system,  but  it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  twonty- 
six  to  twenty-one.  Meetings  were  held  in  Colchester,  Pic- 
ton  and  Hants,  approving  of  the  action  of  the  Assembly. 

A  large  meeting  was  hold  in  Halifax — the  Hon.  Mr.  Bell 
•occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  William  Stairs  delivered  a  speech 
repleto  with  telling  facts  and  sound  arguments,  advocating 
the  establishment  of  one  efficient  college  in  the  Province : 

"  I  do  not  Intend,"  hi  ssid  "  to  descdot  oa  the  eiqaiB[t«  pleuaree  irtuch 
Itaming  confers,  or  npon  the  persoasl  icaourceg,  dignity  and  independence 
deriTed  from  it—the  maitery  whicb  it  givea  oTer  the  art  and  science  of 
nmton,  leAding  trma  nktont— «i  bw  been  beftntifnllf  Mid— to  nktare's  Ood, 
or  to  ita  fitaea  to  prepaie  tbe  mind  both  for  its  duties  ber^  and  an  Inherit- 
ance hereafter.  These  are  Bnbjects  (or  another  6eld,  but  I  pat  it  grarelj  to 
this  meeting,  assembled  as  we  ue  to  found  and  perpetuate  a  sTStem  best 
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sdApt«d  to  open  uid  pnftct  the  Proriaoial  mind,  Mid  thni  to  promato  the 
Tirtnc,  the  skill,  and  the  bappinesi  of  the  peopla — &om  wlut  olomb  has 
it  BprangthtttPniniaud  Holland  oa  the  continent  of  Europe,  knd  Scot- 
land in  the  United  Kingdom,  occupy  go  decided  >  Bnperioritj  orer  the 
nation*  aronnd  them?  To  bring;  the  DluBtratioD  nearer  home,  I  ask  bow  it 
il  that  the  people  of  New  England  enjoy  w  naqneitionable  a  pre-eminentM 
era  those  of  tbe  liiter  BtMea  in  theOnionT  It  has  arisen  fimn  thm  ad- 
mirable ajstem  of  edocation,  and  from  thcte  haTing  Introdaecd  into  Iheir 
common  schools,  aeademies  and  coUegea  all  tlie  improTements  and  prin^- 
pies  which  have  been  discoTCred  b;  the  Intelligence  of  modem  timM.  From 
the  operation  of  these  Bystems  hare  sprang  their  skill  in  mannal  labor, 
elevation  in  public  morality,  wealth  in  all  the  pradoota  of  Intellect  wtneh 
t^ve  rkhsMi  and  embellishnwikt  to  social  life.  To  oitend  the  ben^u  of 
these  systMOB,  and  to  place  Nova  SeoUa  Dp<m  an  equality  with  coontries 
which  snstAin  them  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  present  assembly." 

The  sentiments  thus  ao  feljcitoosly  expressed  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  present  time.  There  is  nnqaeetionably  in 
our  day  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  parents  to  over-«stimate 
the  sdvaDtagee  to  be  derived  irom  the  mere  accnmuhition 
of  money,  Independently  of  the  cultivation  and  expaoBion  of 
the  intellectual  andmoral  faculties.  Hence  we  find  that  the 
talent  of  our  youth  is  directed  to  that  object  so  exclusively 
as  to  preclude  that  degree  of  mental  culture  and  attainment 
in  knowledge,  which  is  so  essential  to  enable  them  to  fhlfil 
the  great  object  of  life  by  exerting  a  potent  influence  on 
others  for  good.  How  is  it,  moreover,  that  in  oar  pnUic 
men,  with  few  exceptions,  we  find  but  the  semblance  of  the 
talent  and  public  spirit  by  which  the  period  of  which  we  are 
treating  was  distinguished  ?  This  ariseB,  we  venture  to  say, 
notfrom  the  absence  of  natural  intellcctaal  capacity,  but 
mainly  &om  two  causes — the  wantof  early  scholastic  tnun- 
ing,  and  the  absence  of  tbat  stimulos  to  mental  activity  and 
strength  which  a  lai^  collegiate  institution  can  only  impart, 
aad  to  the  fyat  that  our  youth  of  most  promise  are  set  to 
business  in  boyhood  and  led  to  believe  that  to  make  money 
and  die  ricii  is  the  very  acme  of  human  felicity — the  standard 
of  success  in  life  being,  not  the  amount  of  good  work  done,  but 
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the  amount  of  money  accumulated.  Besides  not  a  few  of 
our  most  talented  joxmg  men  are  constrained,  in  the  absence 
of  one  central  and  commanding  seat  of  learning,  to  prose- 
cute their  studies  in  other  ooimtries  where  new  connections 
are  formed,  which  lead  to  the  loss  of  their  Bervicee  to  the  land 
of  theur  birth.  Almost  every  student  lesrns  more  from  his  fel- 
low-students than  from  his  regular  teachers,  and  the  absence 
of  the  emulation  and  mental  tension  produced  by  numbers, 
independently  of  other  elements,  has  a  repressing  tendency 
which  every  lover  of  his  country  should  be  anxioua  to  re- 
move. It  is  true  that  Joseph  Howe,  though  eminently  use- 
Ail,  had  not  been  &vored  with  a  collegiate  education,  but  he, 
like  the  late  Hugh  Miller,  must  be  regarded  as  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule ;  and  few  will  deny,  that  if  Mr.  Howe 
had  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  classical  education  hiscom. 
posltlODB,  excellent  as  they  are,  would  have  been  marked  by 
greater  precision  and  power.  But  not  to  lose  sight  of  tbe 
proceedings  which  elicited  these  remarks,  every  argument 
used  thirty  years  ago  in  condemnation  of  tiie  support  of 
denominational  ooUeges,  and  in  fttvor  of  one  University  for 
the  Province,  ^plies  at  the  present  time  with  three- 
fold potency.  Grants  continae  to  be  made  to  denomin- 
ational colleges,  but  evils  like  the  one  in  question  re- 
quire only  courage  on  the  part  of  our  statesmen  fbr  their 
removal.  A  resolute  movement  in  the  right  direction,  ttioagfa 
it  might  lead  to  the  temporary  loss  of  political  power,  would 
certainly  command  ultimate  popular  commendation,  as  well 
as  success  in  the  beet  sense  of  the  word. 

The  manifestations  of  popular  sentiment  and  feeling  in 
regard  to  education  alarmed  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
Council,  and  Lord  Falkland  resolved  to  dissolve  the  Assem. 
bly,  a  precedent  onwairanted  by  ciroamstances,  and  there- 
ibre  pwhapa  unprecedented  in  Colonial  administration.  There 
was  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  Government  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  country.    Mr.  Hjjwe  bad  given 
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offenco  to  Bome  of  his  moBt  ardent  supporters,  by  accepting 
office  without  a  more  radical  change  in  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  the  majority  of  the  advisers  of  Lord  Falkland — 
ToricB  of  the  old  school  vrbo  were  mortified  at  partial  loss  of 
power — thought  the  moment  favorable  for  a  dissolution. 
In  December,  Mr.  M.  B.  Almon,  having  been  appointed  to 
seats  in  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils,  Messrs. 
Howe,  Uniacke  and  McNab  tendered  their  resignations. 
Lord  Falkland  requested  these  gentlemen  to  give  their  rea- 
flons  in  writing,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  substance 
of  tbeir  reasons  was  in  effect,  that  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Almon  indicated  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  his 
Jjordship,  and  wonld  be  so  regarded  by  the  people  of  Nova 
■Scotia.  The  right  of  bis  Lordship  to  make  any  appoint- 
tnents  which  might  strengthen  his  government  was  conceded. 
To  these  letters  Lord  Falkland  wrote  a  long  reply,  which 
was  published  in  the  newspapers.  His  Lordship  complained 
of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Almon  being  regarded  as  prov- 
ing a  change  of  policy  on  his  part,  notwithstanding  the 
strongest  declarations  of  his  determination  to  adhere  to  the 
principles  by  which  he  had  hitherto  been  guided  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  of  the  Province.  He  stated 
that  he  selected  Mr.  Almon  for  advancement  because  he  had 
been  previously  so  little  engaged  in  political  life ;  that  it 
was  not  probable  the  distinction  conferred  on  him  would 
offend  the  prejudices  of  any  portionof  the  community,  he 
being  known  to  entertain  liberal  views  on  questions  of  gen- 
eral policy  ;  and  further  because  from  his  relationship  to  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr,  Almon  being  his  brother-in-law,  the  leader  of 
his  government,  the  appointment  would  be  regarded  by  the 
public  as  a  proof  of  his  Lordship's  confidence  in  that  gentle- 
man. The  practical  value  of  the  admission  made  by  the 
retiring  members  of  Council  of  bis  Lordship's  right  to  make 
appointments  amounted  to  nothing  if  they  were  justified  in 
seceding  from  the  Council.     On  questions  relating  to  local 
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matters,  which  did  not  affect  the  Boyal  prerogative,  he 
Bhoald  deem  it  bis  duty  to  paj  every  regard  and  deference 
to  the  views  of  the  members  of  Council,  as  well  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  however  much  these  might  militate 
against  hia  own  opinions,  bnt  the  claims  which  their  resign- 
ations tended  virtnally  to  assert  he  coold  not  recognize. 

The  new  Honse  met  on  the  eighth  of  Febmary,  1844, 
when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Toung,  who  had  been  elevated  to  a  seat 
in  the  Executive  Council,  bat  had  resigned  on  his  appoint- 
ment of  Speaker,  was  re-elected  Speaker.  Lord  Falkland, 
in  opening  the  Assembly  said,  that  his  best  energies  had 
been  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
Province,  and  being  satisfied  that  a  government  composed 
of  individuals  of  one  political  party  only  would  be  ill  suited 
to  ite  actual  condition,  he  had  determined  to  administer  the 
affoirs  of  the  colony  with  the  advice  of  a  Board  at  which  all 
interests  should  be  representod.  He  was  determined  to  resist 
any  invasion  of  the  Koyai  prerogative,  while  he  used  the 
powers  which  that  prerogative  conferred  justly  and  im- 
partially for  the  benefit  of  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 
A  long  and  spirited  discussion  took  place  on  the  reply 
to  the  address — the  most  prominent  men  in  opposition 
to  the  Government  being  the  Speaker,  Huntington, 
Howe,  Doyle  and  G.  R  Young.  The  debate  lasted  for  about 
a  fortnight,  when  the  address  was  carried  by '  twenty- 
six  to  twenty-four  votes.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Howe  moved 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government,  to 
the  effect  that  the  House,  having  waited  for  such  a  re- 
construction of  the  Executive  Council  as  seemed  called  for 
by  the  state  of  the  country,  and  having  despatched  the 
public  business  in  the  belief  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
would  call  around  him  a  body  of  men  truly  reflecting  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  deemed  it  their  duty  before  retiring 
to  their  homes  to  state  that  the  Executive  Council,  as  at 
present  constituted,  did  not  possess  such  a  degree  of  public 
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confidence  as  was  eesential  to  the  vigorooe  and  wise  adminig- 
tratiOD  of  the  government.  The  government  were,  however, 
sustained  by  twenty^^lz  to  twenty-three  votes. 

On  the  twenty-fonrtli  of  February,  Lord  Falkland  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  the  Hon.  B.  M.  fiodd,  in  which 
he  stated  that  bo  was  sincerely  desirous  that  his  government 
should  be  oonducted  on  the  principles  which  he  had  an- 
nonnced  from  the  throne,  and  authorued  that  gentleman  to 
offer  three  of  the  seats  in  the  Connoil  which  were  vacant,  to 
the  gentlemen  who  had  seceded  from  the  government— 
ileaBiB.  Howe,  Uniacke,  and  McNab.  It  was  to  be  under 
stood  that  no  agitation  mnst  be  promoted  by  the  members 
of  the  Government  on  points  affecting  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  constructed.  He  also  insisted  as  a  condition  of  ac- 
ceptance on  an  express  disavowal  of  the  theory  advanced  in 
the  Assembly  that  the  representatives  of  the  Sovereign  stood 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  colony  which  he  governed  that  the  Monarch  does  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  lEhigluid.  On  these  conditions  Ifessrs. 
Howe,  Uniacke  and  McNab  revised  acceptance  of  ofBce. 

In  May,  Jlr.  Annand,  who  was  proprietor  of  the  Momii\^ 
Chronicle  and  Nova  Section,  announced  that  Mr.  Howe,  who 
during  the  last  two  years  and  a  half  had  no  direct  connection 
with  the  press,  would  share  in  the  editorial  management  of 
these  papers.  "  Daring  tiiat  period,"  said  Mr.  Howe,  in  taking 
up  the  editorial  pen, "  we  sometimes  doubted  our  own  identity 
— ^we  were  a  part  of  a  nine-stringed  instrument  which  some- 
times produced  harmony,  and  sometimes  discord,  but  in 
which  there  was  no  clear  ringing  tone.  But  now,  like  the 
lark,  we  can  rise  on  our  own  wing  and  poor  forth  our  own 
strains,  rejoicing  in  a  sense  of  freedom  that  we  have  not  felt 
for  years."  The  strains  which  the  editcnr  poured  forth, 
whether  in  poetry  or  prose,  were  not  sach  as  were  calculated 
to  charm  Lord  Falkland  or  his  Oovemment — his  peculiar 
carol  having  little  melody  for  Governmental  ears. 
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In  July  an  extra  session  of  the  ,Hous6  vae  held,  in  order 
to  give  the  Hoiue  an  opportoDity  to  determine  whether  they 
would  appoint  am  agent  to  reproeent  them  at  the  bar  of  the 
Privy  Coonoil,  in  the  case  pending  before  the  Jndioial  Com- 
mittee regarding  the  annezation  of  Cape  Breton  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  1820.  The  AsBembly  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
send  an  agent,  passing  a  resolution  to  the  efiiect  that  the 
annexation  of  the  island  toKova  Scotia  by  the  proclamatioa 
of  1820,  and  the  act  of  Assembly  empowering  it  was  a 
measure  very  advantageons  to  the  great  body  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  island,  and  that  it  was  largely  benefited  by 
the  protection  of  the  Croverament,  and  the  eqniable  ad- 
ministration of  justice. 

Lord  Falkland  determined,  if  possible,  to  detach  his  party 
fi^im  Hr.  Howe,  and  for  that  pnrpcHe  pat  fbrth  strenaons 
efforts,  but  in  vain,  to  secure  the  cooperation  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Messrs.  McNab,  Hnntington,  T.  B.  XJniacke  and 
two  Catholic  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Tobin'and  Brennao,  placing 
five  seats  at  the  Council  Board  at  their  disposal.  His  Lord- 
riiip  also  sent  a  despatch  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
Lord  Stanley,  complaining  bitterly  of  Mr.  Howe,  stating 
that  his  condact  had  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  offer 
him  a  seat  at  any  Board  at  which  he  presided,  because  the 
mere  &ct  of  his  being  restored  to  his  former  position,  after 
having  pablioly  and  grossly  inanlted  the  Queen's  represen- 
tative, and  restored  moreover,  by  the  very  officer  so  ont^ 
raged,  would  degrade  the  office  he  held  in  the  estimation  of 
the  commnnity,  and  make  Mr.  Joseph  Howe  de  faeto  Oov- 
emor  of  Nova  Scotia.  Lord  Falkland  said  ftirther,  that  it 
was  from  no  sense  of  weakness  either  in  Parliament  or  in 
the  country  he  was  induced  to  address  his  Lordship ;  but  as 
a  junction  of  parties,  for  many  reasons  so  desirfible,  had 
been  [oreveated  by  considerations  involving  so  much  of  a 
personal  nature,  and  which  reduced  the  question  to  a  contest 
between  himself  and  a  political  leader  in  the  Province,  he 
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felt  it  right  that  he,  Lord  Stanley,  should  have  an  opportan- 
ity  of  pronouncing  judgment  on  the  course  he  had  pursued' 
under  circumstances  so  painful,  and  of  counteracting  without 
delay  the  evil  consequences  of  his  conduct — by  recalling  him 
— if  be  bad  felien  into  errra-.  Lord  Stanley  replied,-  that 
although  his  negotiations  were  nneucceesful,  his  proceedings 
had  met  with  entire  approval.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had 
the  fallest  confidence  in  Lord  Falkland's  discretion,  and  left 
bim  to  select  such  individuals  as  be  should  consider  moat 
eligible  to  serve  in  his  Government.  Mr.  Howe  was  thus 
condemned  without  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself. 

During  the  session  of  1845,  the  Attomey-Qeneral  drew 
attention  to  the  attacks  made  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
in  the  pages  of  the  "Nova  Scotian,"  for  which  he  held  Mr. 
Howe  responsible.  He  complained  of  doggerel  verses  whicb- 
appoared  in  that  newspaper,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  en- 
titled "The  Lord  of  the  Bod  Chamber,"  and  signed  "Judy," 
which  were  said  to  have  emanated  from  the  pen  of  the 
member  for  Hali&x.  Mr.  Annand,  in  "Howe's  Letters  and 
Speeches,"  says  that  the  lines  became  a  classic  portion  of 
political  literature,  and  they  were  evidently  intensely  offen- 
sive to  bis  Xjonlship.  That  they  were  of  sufficient  imports 
anco  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  grave  discussion  in  the 
Assembly  may  be  fairly  questioned. 

In  order  to  strengthen  his  Government,  Lord  Falkland 
visited  the  most  populous  settlements  in  the  Province, 
meeting  in  not  a  few  instances  with  a  reception  which 
proved  anytbing  butsntisfoctory.  At  Pictou  he  was  received 
with  cold  civility.  In  King's  County  eight  hundred  free- 
holders presented  an  address  to  His  Excellency,  in  wbicb 
the  political  virtues  of  the  retired  Councillors  were  studi- 
ously pai;aded,  and  the  constitutional  privileges  recently 
conceded  by  the  parent  State  were  stated  to  be  universally 
recognized  as  the  only  true  basis  of  Colonial  Government. 
"  Should  this  expression  of  our  opinion,"  said  the  yeomanry 
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of  King's,  "  tend  to  conviDce  joor  Ezcellenoy  of  the  real. 
Btate  of  feeling  in  the  rural  districts,  we  shall  rejoice  to  see 
yonr  Excellency,  ere  long,  again  surroniided  b;  those  nvho' 
really  poaaess  the  confidence  of  the  great  mass  of  the- 
people."  At  Windsor  His  Excellency  was  confronted  with 
an  address,  signed  by  upwards  of  a  thousand  names,  in 
which  he  was  told,  with  remarkable  plainness  of  speech,  that 
the  country  conld  never  be  peaceful,  contented  or  happy 
whilst  those  who  had  been  subtle  and  intriguing  enemies  of 
responsible  Government  and  popular  rights  surrounded  Hia 
Excellency,  and  those  who  had  been  for  years  recognized  as 
the  leaders  and  guides  of  the  people  were  opposed  to  his  ad- 
ministration. His  Excellency  was  informed  that  the  people 
of  Hants  had  been  deceived  by  their  representatives,  and 
they  prayed  that  His  Excellency  would,  by  an  early  disso- 
lution, give  them  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  attach- 
ment to  those  who,  thongh  excluded  from  his  councila,  and 
apparently  Stom  bis  confidence,  possessed  their  unbounded 
attachment  and  esteem. 

Whilst  Nova  Scotia  was  thus  agitated  a  similar  contest 
was  being  carried  on  in  Canada,  the  Governor  General — Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe — and  the  people  being  antagonistic  in  their 
principles  'of  government.  The  root  of  the  evils  complained 
of  lay  in  the  gross  errors  of  the  Executive  Government,  over 
which  the  people  had  no  control.  Popular  complaints  of 
bad  government  were  either  altogether  disregarded  by  the 
Imperial  Grovemment  or  inadequate  remedies  applied  fbr 
their  removal.  The  people  demanded  that  the  Government 
should  be  conducted  on  British  constitutional  principles — 
the  Government  to  be  thus  held  responsible  for  the  acta  of 
the  Governor  General,  and  being  constituted  and  fi^m  time 
to  time  moulded  according  to  popular  sentiment  constitu- 
tionally expressed.  In  1841  resolutions  embodying  these 
views  were  passed  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada, 
and  were  sanctioned  by  Her  Uajesty's  Government  as  tha 
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basis  of  future  admiuietration.  The&e  resoiutiouB  blasted 
the  hopes  of  "  the  &mily  compact,"  by  which  Canada,  like 
Nova  Scotia,  had  been  long  mied.  For  a  long  iime  this 
body  of  men  poeaeseed  all  the  highest  offices,  by  means  of 
which  it  wielded  ail  the  powers  of  government.  Lord  Dur- 
ham reported  that  the  bench,  the  magiBtraoy,  the  high 
offices  of  the  Episcopal  church,  md  agreat  part  of  the  legal 
profbssion  were  filled  by  the  adherents  of  the  party — that 
by  grant  or  pnrchaae  they  had  acquired  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Province,  and  were  all  powerfnl  in 
the  chartered  banks.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  break  np 
this  well  compacted  confederacy,  bnt  the  genial  rays  of  pnb- 
He  opinion  began  to  produce  a  partial  disintegration.  On 
tiie  imion  of  the  Provinces,  Lord  Sydenham  assembled  the 
first  united  Parliament,  and  diseatisAction  having  been 
expressed  by  a  majority  of  the  House  with  soma  of  the 
measures  of  hie  Government,  he  atonoe  adopted  the  constitu- 
tional remedy  of  removing  a  part  of  his  Council,  and 
appointing  men  in  their  places  who  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  the  Aeeembly.  Sir  Charles  Bagot,  who  succeeded  Lord 
Sydenham  in  the  administration  of  Canada,  acted  on  the 
same  principle  as  his  predecessor,  thus  giving  effect  to  the 
opinion  ofLordBurham,  as  expressed  in  his  report,  that  the 
responsibility  to  the  united  Legislature  of  all  the  officers  ol 
the  Government,  except  the  Governor  and  his  Secretary, 
should  be  secured  by  every  means  known  to  the  K-itish  Con- 
stitution— the  Governor,  as  the  representative  of  the  Crown, 
being  instructed  to  carry  on  the  Government  by  heads 
departments,  in  whom  the  onited  Legislature  should  repose 
confidence,  and  the  Lnperial  Government  not  interfering 
in  any  contest  with  the  Legislature  except  on  points  involv- 
ing strictly  Imperial  interests.  Sir  Charles  Uetealfe  having 
deviated  fh)m  these  f^mdamental  principles,  with  which  the 
colonial  mind  had  become  thoroughly  impregnated,  caused 
a  political  fermentation  like  that  by  which  Nova  Scotia  was 
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agitated,  aadtlie  resignation  of  liberal  membere  of  Conacil. 
It  WSB  at  this  critical  period  that  the  Hon.  Wm.  Toung,  the 
speaker  of  the  Nova  Scotian  House  of  AsBemhly,  visited 
Canada,  when  the  Toronto  "  Globe,"  at  this  time  the  most 
powerful  Canadian  organ  of  liberal  opinions,  annoonoed  that 
the  refonnecs  of  Toronto  and  the  neighboring  Townships 
had  inTit«d  Mr.  Young  to  a  public  dinner,  as  a  mark  of  the 
high  consideration  entertained  of  the  able  conduct  displayed 
by  Mmaelf  and  his  colleagues  in  their  struggle  with  Lord 
FaUduid  for  the  great  principles  of  responsible  government. 
The  banquet  accordingly  took  place  on  the  twenty*third  of 
September  in  the  Hall  of  the  Kefonn  Association.  The 
cbarr  was  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Henry  John  Bolton — the 
Hon.  Bobert  Baldwin  acting  as  croupier.  The  hall  was 
splendidly  decorated,  and  the  "  Globe"  said  that  a  finer 
spectacle  was  never  exhibited  in  Canada  at  any  similar  de- 
monstration.   Mr.  Young  proved  equal  to  the  occasion. 

The  people  of  New  Brunswick  experienced  the  same  un- 
reasonable resistence  to  Constitntional  Government  at  the 
hands  of  the  Qovomor,  Sir  "William  Colebrook,  as  was 
enconntared  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  The  Assembly  of 
that  Province  on  the  twentieth  of  'February,  1845,  passed  a 
resolution  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  nine,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Executive  Council  did  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  yet  in  the  &ce  of  that  resolution  one  of  the  gentle- 
men in  the  minority  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  a 
vacant  seat  in  the  Executive  Conncil  I 

On  the  niiitb  ot  Norember,  1844,  the  Abb£  J.  U.  Sigojne,  died  At  Cisre 
In  the  conntjof  DIgbj,  at  the  adTiuoed  ageofeightj-four  j^UB.  He  was 
K  ixatiTe  of  Toure,  in  Fiance,  hia  fitther  being  Uayor  of  the  citj  of  Ljona. 
From  hii  joath  he  ww  devoted  to  literature,  and  hta  progeu  In  learning 
vaa  rapid  as  hie  pietj  wae  ardent  "  Hia  talents"— aajra  a  comapondent— 
"  were  of  a  high  order,  and  in  him  vere  nnited  a  fine  imagination  vitb  a 
TigorOQi  nndentanding"  He  woi  a  lofaliit  ia  principle,  and  the  leToIntion 
which  dethroned  hii  KvereSgn,  and  sbed  the  best  blood  in  France,  forced 
bim  to  seek  an  Mjlom  in  London,  where  be  remained  for  a  oonBiduable 
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time,  deToting  himself  to  tb«  stud;  of  th«  Eaglith  tankage.  In  1  TOT  be 
emigrated  to  Nota  Scoti*,  ratinng  lo  the  peaceful  aettlementa  of  Clare  and 
Tasket,  and  BSBUmiDB  the  whole  charge  of  the  French  Acadian  Pariabes. 
To  those  localitJeB  manj  of  the  people  bad  retorted,  after  the  eipulsion  of 
1T95,  and  in  the  Abb6  Sigojne  thej  TonBd  a  aonnd  adviser,  and  an  aO^c- 
ticnatfl  ftiend.  Foi  fort;-«eTen  jeara  he  resided  auongit  them,  not  odIj 
zealoiulj  discharging  his  duties  at  a  spiritual  (eacber,  bnt  also  acting  m  the 
capacitj  of  a  judge  to  whom  all  diSbrences  were  leterred,  and  in  whose  de- 
cisions the  ntmost  confidence  wae  reposed.  He  had  Ihe  commission  ofa 
Jaatice  of  the  Peace,  drew  up  with  hia  own  hand  deeds  and  contracts,  and 
settled  with  marvellous  authoritj  and  tact  all  disputes.  The  Tenerablo 
Abb6  spoka  the  Indian  language  floentl/,  aud  tbe  Micmaca  regarded  him 
with  tlie  utmcet  reneration.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Abb4  aitended  over 
ail  the  Fcench  settlements  from  AniMpotIs  to  Pubnico,  a  distance  of  over 
one  hundred  nules.  Wben  the  Abhi  began  his  labors,  and  long  after,  tbe 
roads  were  almost  impassible,  particularly  between  Clare  and  Tnslcet,  a 
distance  of  forty-five  mijes.  Hence  he  was  obliged  to  travel  along  the  sea 
shore  on  horse  back,  and  a  part  of  tbe  wa;  on  foot.  There  existed  at  that 
time  only  two  places  of  warship  in  that  region — one  at  Uhnrch  Point,  Glare, 
and  another  near  Tusket,  which  liad  been  erected  by  the  fintrefligees. 
After  tbe  lapse  of  some  years,  the  populatioa  having  increased,  other 
churcbes  were  erected,  and  during  tbe  pastorate  of  the  Abb£  six  churches 
were  completed  in  Clare  and  five  atTuskeL  For  man;  years  the  Abb^had 
been  the  only  pastor  of  all  the  Acadian  Parishes.  At  present  there  are 
four  priests  iu  Clare,  and  three  in  Tusket,  Eel  Brook  and  Pubnico.  Tbe 
Abbi  was  uairersollf  respected  and  beloved,  and  will  be  long  held  in  afltc- 
tionate  remembrance. 
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Advocacy  of  raiWa;  exteneion  in  the  Province— Sketch  or  the  Abt)6 
Segoyae — Hinre's  letter  ia  reply  to  the  charge  of  being  a  tneadi- 
cant — Destructive  Are  in  St.  John's,  Neirfoundland — Departure  of 
Lord  Falkland— Ih  succeeded  by  Sir  John  Harvey— Son.  J.  W. 
Johnston— His  adminiatration — His  reply  to  the  correspondent 
of  the  "Patriot" — Society  for  the  repeal  of  the  union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland— Sketch  of  Judge  B.  8.  Blowers— 
Character  of  Daniel  O'Counell— Hie  death— Session  of  1S4T— 
Policy  of  the  Qovem  or— General  election  of  1847— Meeting  of  the 
House — Hr  Young  elected  Speaker — Motion  of  want  of  confidence 
— Besig&ation  of  the  Government — The  new  admJDistretion — Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Education — Celebration  of  the  centenary 
of  the  settlement  of  Halifax— Howe's  poem  on  the  occasion — 
Outraro's  letters  to  the  "Glasgow  Mail" — Construction  of  a 
tel^raph  between  Halifax  and  Amherst — Hon.  J.  W.  Johnston's 
resolutions  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Lientenant-Oovernor — 
Hr.  3.  Cunard'e  defence  of  the  General  Mining  Association — 
Keply  of  Hr.  O.  B.  Toung— Howe's  mission  to  England  to  advo- 
cate railway  extension  in  the  Province— Report  of  the  Commis- 
sion for  consolidating  and  simplifying  the  Laws  of  the  Province 
— Success  of  Mr.  Howe's  mission  to  England— Sketch  of  Herbert 
Huntington — Death  of  Sir  John  Harvey — His  life  and  character  ' 
—Appointment  of  Sir  John  Qaepard  Le  Marchant  a«  Governor- 
Presentation  of  plate  to  Bishop  Connolly — Visit  of  the  Governor- 
General  to  HalitWx- Hr.  Howe  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Rail- 
way Board — Re-construction  of  the  Government — Railway 
extension— Ratification  of  the  Reciprocity  Trea^ — Industrial 
Exhibition  of  18M— War  between  BriUin  and  Russia— -Hr.  J.  Vf. 
Johnston's  Prohibitory  Liquor  Bill — Mr.  Howe's  speech— Re- 
marks on  the  temperance  question. 

The  project  of  a  railway  between  Halifax  and  Quebec  waa 
mnch  discoBsed  in  the  press  in  1845,  and  a  Provieional  Com. 
mittee  appointed  to  collect  information,  who  prepared  an 
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elaborate  report,  pointing  out  the  advantages  which  wonld 
accrue  to  the  Province  by  the  establishment  of  euch  a  line 
of  communication,  and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  traffic  by 
which  the  railway  would  be  supported.  A  railway  between 
Haliikx  and  Windsor  was  also  advocated  at  a  public  meeting 
held  in  the  Mason  Hall  in  Halifax. 

In  1846  Mr.  Howe  addressed  a  letter,  occupyiug  three 
columns  of  the  ".Nora  Scotien,"  to  Lord  Falkland,  in  reply 
to  the  charge  of  his  being  a  mendicant,  publicly  made  by  an 
officer  of  the  Government,  in  allusion  to  a  sum  of  money 
which  Mr.  Howe  had  accepted  from  some  of  the  people  in 
i-eeognition  of  his  public  services,  in  connection  with  the 
pecuniary  sacrifice  he  had  made  in  seceding  from  the  Govern- 
ment Perhaps  the  severest  thing  Mr.  Howe  ever  wrote 
was  the  concluding  paeeage  of  his  commuDicatdon. 

This  year— 1846— a  great  fire  occurred  at  St.  John's, 
Newfonndland,  by  which  the  town  was  almost  completely 
destroyed — about  two  thousand  houses  and  property  to  the 
value  of  one  million  pounds  sterling  being  swept  away. 
Halifax  aated  with  its  usual  promptitude  in  such  oasee,  con- 
tributing most  liberally  to  the  relief  of  the  sufifer«rs.  ' 

Lord  Falkland  left  for  England  in  August,  being  succeeded 
in  the  LieutenantrGroverDOrship  by  Sir  John  Harvey,  late 
Governor  of  Newfoundland.  That  Ijord  Falkland  had  an 
able  leader  of  his  Government  it  the  Eon.  J.  W.  Johnston, 
must  be  admitted.  That  the  Government  was  sustained 
till  the  close  of  his  Lordship's  administration,  notwithstand- 
ing the  most  formidable  talent  and  influences  employed  in 
attacking  it,  and  making  popular  feeling  and  sentiment  an- 
tagonistic to  its  coDtinoance,  indicates  the  rare  political  tact 
and  judgment  brought  to  bear  in  its  defence.  Mr.  Johnston 
was  ever  ready,  by  pen  and  tongue,  to  deibnd  the  character 
and  acts  of  the  Governor,  and  employed  only  legitimate 
weapons  in  the  contest.  A  correspondent  having  sent  a 
communication  to  the  "  Patriot "— ^the  most  influential  news- 
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paper  organ  of  the  DUsenten  in  England — shortly  after 
Lord  Falkland's  departiire,  charging  him,  after  taking  office 
nnder  Lord  John  Enasell  professedly  as  a  Liberal,  with  act 
ing  as  a  Tory,  and  giving  himself  up  to  a  political  fkction — 
thus  depriving  the  people  of  the  liberties  they  had  wrought 
out  for  themselves  a  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Johnston  sent  a 
reply  to  the  same  paper,  vindicating  the  conduct  of  the  late 
Governor. 

la  1842  died  Jodgs  SftmpuQ  Salter  Bloven.  He  was  bom  in  Boston  in 
iforcb,  1143.  HewasUwonlrBOnof  JohiiBlowen,the  wcondionoftbeRcT. 
Thomas  Blomn,aiiiuiteTofB«TeElef.  Hia  &ther,  John  Blowers,  Berred  ma 
Lientenuit  in  tba  PiDTindiJ  fiirces  wMch  were  railed  for  the  aege  of  LooIb* 
bos^,  sad  being  Mated  wiUi  vJut  wu  MUed  the  oimp  fever,  was  inralided 
and  letnmed  to  BaatoD,  and  died  stran  atter,  leaving  Ms  son  an  orphan  at 
a  vajr  eail7  age.  Wa  maternal  gisudfathw  look  charge  of  him  and  placed 
him  at  the  grammar  ichool  in  Boston,  under  ifr.  LotcU,  when  he  oou- 
tinned  six  jean,  and  then  proceeded  to  Harvard  College,  Cambridge.  In- 
1763  be  graduated,  and  soon  after  commeoced  tbe  aludj  of  tbe  law  in  the 
office  of  James  Ottis,  then  an  eminent  banister,  and  n-armlj  engaged  inthe- 
politioal  wrang^  which  ended  in  the  Rerolation  and  IndepeudeDce  of  the 
British  colonies.  In  176T  Hr.  Blowers  was  admitted  an  attonej  and  bar- 
rister of  tbe  £Jupreme  Court  at  Boston,  and  continued  in  the  practice  of  bis 
profession  until  the  autumn  of  1TT4,  when  to  avoid  the  political  contentions 
which  became  dailj  more  violent,  he  Bailed  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had 
recentl/  married,  for  England,  and  arrived  there  at  tbe  commencement  or 
the  Tear  ITTS.  In  lTT8  he  sailed  for  New  York,  then  occupied  bf  British 
toroea.  Id  1T79  heieeeiveda  commisrion  to  be  Jndgeof  theTiee-AdJoiralt; 
Court,  appointed  to  be  held  at  Bbode  Island,  and  proceeded  to  that  place^ 
which  was  then  occupied  bv  a  delachmentofBritJsb  troops,  and  as  a  station 
for  the'fleet  then  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe.  In  the  spring  lol- 
towing  the  Frendi  fleet  under  (he  command  of  Count  D'Eslung,  arrived  at 
the  coast  of  North  America,  and  entered  tbe  harbor  of  Newport ;  ud  a. 
large  detachment  of  tbe  American  forces  crossed  fhim  the  main  to  tbe 
Island,  and  commenced  tbe  seigs  of  Newport,  which  the;  continued  for 
some  weeks,  nntll  the  appearance  of  the  British  fleet  off  (be  Island.  The 
fleet  of  France  having  embarked  the  French  troops  which  had  been  landed 
from  the  ships,  the  latter  s^ed  in  parsnlt  of  the  Mtlsh  fleet,  and  left  the 
Anmieau  troops,  which  were  cannonading  the  town,  to  take  can  of  them- 
selves. Tbe  seigc  was  therefore  raised,  and  soon  after  Ur,  Blowers  retnm- 
ed  to  Kew  Tork,  where  he  embarked  again  for  England.    He  remained  in. 
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Ecglaud  only  a  few  monllu,  and  baviug  b«en  appointed  Solicitor-Geaeral 
for  Xew  York  he  retunied  thither,  and  no  ciTil  govenuneat  having  beeo 
eatabliabed,  be  emplojed  himself  in  the  Vice-Adnirftl^  Coart  nntil  the 
eTBCuation  of  that  citj,  part  of  the  time  u  an  advockte,  and  the  latter 
part  ae  a  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Cotut  there,  and  as  a  Commisgioner 
of  the  Board  of  Debts  established  bj  Lord  Dorcbestec  on  his  taking  command 
«f  the  Eiag'g  troopa. 

On  tbe  evacoation  of  New  7ork  }£r.  Bloven  remored  with  his  family  to 
Halifax,  and  in  tbe  year  1786,  he  was  appointed  Attomey-OeDeral  of  tbe 
Frorince  of  Nora  Scotia,  and  in  the  same  year  be  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
Ibe  House  of  Aasembly.  In  1788  he  was  appointed  a  meiober  of  His 
U^es^B  Council,  and  In  I79T  Chief  Jostice  of  tbe  Province  and  President 
oftheConndl.  He  retired  from  public  lifb  in  1833.  When  ez'Pregident 
'  Adame  was  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1840  he  paid  Judge  Blowen  a  visit.  The 
Judge  never  set  foot  in  the  land  of  his  nattvi^  after  he  was  drireD  tram  it 
"  He  never  wore  an  overcoat  in  his  life,"  say*  the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe  in  oos 
■of  hb  published  ipee^ei.    He  died  in  tbe  niaety-nlntb  yew  of  his  age. 

Sarah,  hii  widow,  died  In  Halifax  in  July,  1815,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year 
«f  her  age. 

In  Halifax  there  was,  at  this  time,  an  orgaoizatloa  for  the 
repeal  of  the  anion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
which  Bympathised  with  the  opinions,  and  approved  of  the 
action  of  Saniei  O'Connell,  who  was  stigmatised  hy  many  as 
a  dangeroos  agitator,  but  who  was  unquestionably  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  patriotic  men  Ireland  ever  produced.  At  the 
beginning  of  O'Connell's  public  career  tbe  legalized  oppres- 
sion and  mismanagement  of  Ireland  had  attained  its  culmin- 
ating point.  The  land  was  in  the  grasp  of  proprietors  who 
8ub4ivided  it  into  small  plots  inadeqtiate  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  people  who  lived  upon  them.  The  landlords  were 
non-resident,  and  the  collection  of  tbe  rents  was  left  to 
■officials,  not  a  few  of  whom  were  heartless  scoundrels,  who, 
in  their  exactions,  rivalled  Shylock,  and  scrupled  not  in 
cases  of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  tenanta  tQ  pay  renty  to 
force  them  with  their  wives  and  little  ones  from  their  cabins, 
and  send  them  forth  to  the  wide  world  as  houseless  beggars. 
The  great  body  of  these  unfortunate  people  submitted  quietly 
io  thjir  fate,  whilst  others,  stang  to  madness  by  suffering 
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and  oppression,  committed  crimes  which  excited  horror,  buk 
which  were  the  natural  result  of  such  cruel  treatment. 
O'Connell  was  a  powerful  preacher  of  the  doctrine  that  pny 
perty  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights,  and  hie  withering 
«xpOBare  of  the  evils  under  which  Ireland  groaned  compelled 
atteotiOQ  to  the  sutferinj^  of  the  people,  and  paved  tlie  way 
for  those  measures  of  amelioration  which  have  been  recently 
introduced,  and  which  have  produced  the  best  results.  It 
were  strange  indeed  if  Irishmen,  and  the  friends  of  Ireland, 
in  Halifax  should  not  give  expression  to  their  feelings  on  ths 
death  of  this  truly  great  man,  which  occurred  in  this  year. 
We  find  that  a  crowded  meeting  was  held  in  Mason  Hall  for 
the  purpose  of  adopting  an  address  of  condolence  to  the 
bereaved  family  of  the  patriot,  and  which  recommended  a 
month's  mourning  for  one  whose  disiotorested  services  to 
his  country  will  ever  be  held  in  honorable  remembrancei. 
The  principal  speakers  on  the  occasion  were  the  Hon.  E, 
Kenny,  L.  O'C,  Doyle,  Thomas  Hing  and  D,  Creamer. 

In  opening  the  Assembly  in  1847,  Sir  John  Harvey  deliv^  . 
«red  a  speech  of  more  than  ordinary  length,  calling  thai 
attention  of  the  X<egislature  to  the  management  of  the  roads, 
recommending  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  under  whose 
directions  all  road  contracts  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
pahlio  competition — a  system  adopted  in  some  of  the  sister 
colonies.  He  also  referred  to  the  suffering  occasioned  by 
the  foilnre  ofthepotatoe  crop,  recommending  relief  to  the 


It  was  the  desire  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  form  a 
Oovemment  consisting  of  the  leaders  of  both  parties.  He 
disclumed  the  principle  of  equal  numerical  representation 
at  the  Cooncil  Board,  and  rejected  the  idea  that  qaestioni 
ahould  be  deoided  in  Council  by  a  majority  of  votes.  He 
also  desired  to  be  regulated  in  the  distribution  of  patronage, 
«B  far  BB  the  public  service  woald  admit,  by  a  jnst  and  equal 
regard  to  the  di^ms  of  individiuda  oftdl  clAaaes.     In  order 
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to  meet  the  views  of  the  Lieat«nant-Governor,  Mr.  AlmoD 
and  Mr.  Dodd  offered  to  resign — the  former  his  seat  in  ther 
Council,  and  the  latter  the  Solicitor-Generalship,  leaving 
these  positions  open  to  the  Opposition,  This  proposition 
was  bronght  under  the  notice  of  the  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 
tion by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  These  gentlemen  aeeord- 
iogly  replied  in  a  long  coiDTnuDicution,  dated  the  seventh  of 
December,  1847,  in  which  they  declined  to  accede  to  the 
proposal  made,  first  becanae,  considering  the  strpngfh  of  the 
Opposition,  one  office  of  subordinate  importance  was  inad- 
•quate,  secoi^dly,  because,  except  under  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces coalitions  rarely  worked  well,  and  thirdly,  because  though 
they  should  at  all  times  be  ivady  to  act  with  gentlemen  with 
whom  they  could  agree  on  common  measures,  and  in  whoso 
pntrofism  and  discretion  they  confided,  with  the  members  of 
tfie  existing  Council  they  could  enter  into  no  political  alli- 
ance, till  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  decided  between  the 
parties  at  the  polls.  The  letter  in  which  these  sentimenta- 
.  wei-e  expressed  waa  signed  by  Joseph  Howe,  Lawrence  0'('. 
Doyle,  James  WcNab,  and  George  R.  Young — Mr.  Wm. 
Toung,  the  Speaker  of  the  A,«sembly,  in  a  supplemonlary 
memotandnm  signifying  his  approval  of  the  deciiiion  of  thosu 
gentlemen. 

The  autumn  of  1847,  foand  the  Province  in  the  excitement 
of  a  general  election.  The  contest  was  keen  but  con- 
ducted on  the  whole  with  moderation  and  good  feeling. 

The  New  House  met  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-second  of 
January,  1848.  The  relative  numerical  position  of  parties 
was  tested  in  tho  election  of  Speaker,  when  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  William  Young,  member  for  Inverness,  was 
elected  by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  to  twenty -two.  On  Monday 
Mr.  J.  B.  Uniacke  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  address 
that  the  present  Executive  Council  did  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Assembly,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry. 
After  an  exciting  debate  of  three  days  duration  the  amend- 
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ment  was  carried  by  twenty-eight  to  twenty-one  votes.  Oo 
Friday  the  Attorney-General  anaounced  that  in  conseciuence 
of  the  vote  of  Wednesday,  all  the  membere  of  the  Executive 
Council  had  tendered  their  resignation.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Uniacke  waa  sent  for  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  assist 
in  the  formation  of  a  newtAdministration,  which  was  duly 
announced  to  the  House  as  consisting  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen : — James  B.  Uniaclio,  Miciiaet  Tobin,  Hugh  Bell,* 
Joseph  FIowe.JamosilcNab,  Herbert  Huntington,  Wm.  P. 
DesBarres,  Lawrenoe  O'C,  Doyle  and  George  R.  Toung. 

During  the  Session  a  Committee  on  Education  made  a 
report  in  which  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  general 
assessment  was  earnestly  recommended.  The  committee 
said  the  public  might  not  yet  be  reconciled  .to  such  a  change, 
but  that  the  adoption  of  the  principle  might  be  hastened  by 
the  members  of  Assembly  showing  the  advantages  of  it  to 
their  constituents.  In  1847  the  number  of  scholars  in 
attendance  in  the  common  and  enperior  schools  was  thirty- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  nearly  twenty- 
three  thousand  ponndiri  being  paid  for  their  maintenance  by 
the  people,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  in  addition  being  drawn 
from  the  treasury. 

In  1848,  the  people  of  Kewfoundland,  desirous  that  the 
same  administrative  privileges  should  be  granted  to  them 
which  had  been  conceded  to  Nova  Scotia,  sent  an  addi-ess  to 
Her  Majesty  on  the  subject,  when  Lord  Grey  returned  an 
answer  to  the  effect  that  the  present  institutions  in  New- 
foundland were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  well 
calculated  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  present  state  of  society 
in  that  Colony.  The  Newfoundlanders  congratulated  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  through  the  Speatter, 
on  the  attainment  of  the  OonstitntiiHi  for  which  they  had  so 
long  struggled.  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  address, 
the  Speaker,  Mr.  Tonng,  said  that  ho  would  rejoice  to  see 
the  same  principles  extended  to  the  island  of  Newfoundland 
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—  expressing  his  conviction  that  theinBtitationsoracoiintrjr 
sre  most  secure  when  they  rest  on  a  broad  fonndation,  and 
tike  loyalty  of  the  people  concurs  with  their  affections  and 
their  interests. 

The  centenary  of  the  settlement  of  Halifax  was  cele- 
brated on  the  eighth  of  June,  18^.  At  four  o'clock  in  the 
nuHning  a  salule  of  one  hundred  gune  was  fired.  The  troops 
were  reviewed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  a  sham 
battle  look  place.  There  was  a  splendid  procession  during 
tike  day.  The  civic  authorities,  and  promineot  members  oi 
tiifl  centenary  committee  led  the  van  ;  the  press,  decorated 
taatefblly  and  drawn  by  four  grey  horses  followed ;  then 
•sme  the  fire  engines,  gorgeously  decorated )  the  charitable, 
Masonic,  and  AfHcan  Societies  succeeded ;  prominent  places 
were  assigned  to  the  Aborgines  ;  and  a  carriage, convoyed 
several  of  the  oldest  natives  of  British  origin.  The  procea- 
■ioD,  ai^er  traversing  several  of  the  principal  streets,  formed 
a  hollow  square  on  the  Common.  The  orator  of  the  day  was 
Ur.  Beamish  Kardoch,  who  delivered  an  excellent  oration. 
Hr.  Joseph  Howe  composed  a  spirited  song  on  the  occasion, 
vbioh  has  become  the  permanent  natal  song  of  Halifax,  and 
«f  which  the  following  are  the  two  opening  stanzas : — 

"  Hail  to  the  da;  nhea  tbe  Britons  came  orer, 
Aad  planted  Ibetr  standard  with  sea  roam  still  irett 
AboTe  and  aronnd  us  their  spiriCa  still  boTer, 
BeJtHCiDg  to  raork  how  tre  honor  it  jeL" 

"  Beneath  Lt  the  emblems  they  cherished  are  waring— 
The  rose  of  Old  England  the  road  sides  p^f^mes, 
The  shamrock  nnd  thistle,  tbe  north  winds  ore  braving, 
Secunlj  the  U*f  Bower  blnshes  and  hlooms." 

In  the  autumn  of  1849,  Mr.  Joseph  Outram— now  of 
Halifax — published  in  the  Vaily  Mail,  Glasgow,  a  scries  of 
letters  on  the  climate,  soil,  products,  and  capabilities  o' 
Vova  Scotia,  which  were  subsequently  published  in  the  form 
•f  a  phamphlet  by  William  Blackwood,  jun.,  and  which 
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were  useful  in  directing  public  attention  to  the  reeonrces  of 
the  Province  of  which,  at  that  time,  profound  ignorance  pre- 
vailed in  the  Mother  Country. 

In  this  year  the  OoTernment  of  Nova  Scotia  proposed  * 
vote  of  about  four  tbonsaqd  pounds  for  the  constmotion  of  a 
telegraph  line  fK»n  Halifas  to  Amherst,  which  was  to  be 
connected  with  one  to  I^ew  Greenwich,  and  thence  to  the 
entire  Continent  of  America.  The  bill  passed  without 
opposition — the  inveBtmeut  turning  out  eq^ually  usefUl  and 
profitable  to  the  Province. 

During  the  Session  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  1850,  the 
Bon.  J.  W.  Johnston  submitted  a  series  of  resolutions,  in 
which  he  proposed  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  Uie  administrative  changes  recently  introduced| 
should  be  paid  entirely  by  the  Imperial  Government,  or  H 
the  Province  should  be  required  to  contribute  any  portion  of 
his  salary,  one  thousand  pounds  would  fhlly  meet  the  just 
proportion  of  the  Colony — it  being  deemed  unjust  that  so 
large  a  sum  as  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  should  now  be 
paid  by  the  Province,  and  absurd  that  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  or  any  such  sum,  should  be  granted  for  the  private 
secretary  of  an  officer,  who  himself  had  but  to  subscribe  the 
documunta  which  others  were  required  to  prepare.  Mr. 
Johnston  proposed  that  the  Legislative  Council  should  be 
elected  by  the  people  for  a  limited  period — the  members 
going  out  by  sections  periodically.  The  speech  made  by 
Mr.  Johnston  in  support  of  these  resolutions  was  published 
aeperately  in  combination  with  a  long  letter,  addressed  by 
the  Honorable  gentlemen  to  the  constituency  of  the  county 
of  Annapolis,  which  he  represented  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. On  a  division  the  resolutions  were  rejected  by 
twenty-six  to  fourteen  votes. 

In  November  1850,  the  Hon.  S.  Cnnard  pablished  a  letter 
in  Hie  Sun  newspaper,  vindicating  the  General  Mining  As- 
sociation fi*om   the  charge  of  having  a  monopoly  of  the 
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miDeralB  of  the  Province,  prejudicial  to  its  interesto.  Mr 
Cunard  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  in  the 
Province  large  districts  in  which  the  minerals  were  not  r»- 
Berved,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  coald,  consequently, 
work  them  without  the  paymentof  roj-alty,  and  therefore  on 
better  terms  than  the  Association,  who  were  now  paying  six 
thousand  pounds  a  year  into  the  Provincial  chest.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Cunard's  statementa  Mr.  G,  R.  Young,  chairman  Of 
the  Committee  of  Miuee  and  Minerals,  wrote  a  series  of 
letters  in  which  he  mentioned  that  the  General  Mining  As- 
sociation had  obtained,  and  resolutely  guarded  a  close  and 
ezcluBiTe  monopoly  of  all  the  workable  belts  of  coal  yet 
discovered  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton.  Whilst  it  mnst 
be  admitted  that  there  was,  at  the  time  this  discussion  took 
place,  roach  unreasonable  popular  clamor  against  an  Associa- 
tion which  had  invested  a  large  capital  in  the  development 
of  coal,  yet  Mr.  Young  made  it  clear  that  the  rights  con- 
ceded to  the  General  Mining  Association  were  incompatible 
with  the  claims  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  that  the 
adjustment  of  the  agreement  under  which  the  business  of 
the  company  was  prosecuted,  and  which  was  subsequently 
effected  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  was  absolutely 
requisite  to  allay  well-grounded  irritation,  and  permanenlly 
secure  the  interests  of  the  Province,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Company. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1850,  Mr.  Howe  visited 
England,  as  a  delegate,  on  busine.sB  connected  with  a  scheme 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  connect  Halifax  by  railway 
with  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Earl  Grey,  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  had  sent  a  despatch  to  Sir  J.  Harvey,  in 
September,  1851),  in  which  he  intimated,  in  reply  to  an  ap- 
plication for  the  Imperial  guarantee  of  eight  hundred  thoa- 
sand  pounds  sterling  for  the  construction  of  the  roads,  that 
the  government  could  not  recommend  Parliament  to  accede 
to  the  proposition.    The  object  of  Mr.  Howe's  visit  was  to 
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«nliffhten  the  government  on  the  subject,  and  induce  tbem, 
if  possible,  to  adopt  a  more  libeml  policy.  He  accordingly 
addressed  two  able  letters  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  th« 
subject  of  colonial  railway  constt-uction,  which  attractod 
public  attention ;  and  addresfled  a  large  public  meeting  in 
Southampton,  in  which  he  discussed  the  general  subject  of 

In  the  session  of  185Q,  a  com  mission,  consisting  of  William 
Young,  J,  McCully,  J.  W.  Kitchie  and  Jos.  Whidden,  who 
had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  and 
simplifying  the  laws  of  the  Province,  and  who  were  assisted 
in  the  work  by  James  Thomson,  presented  their  final  report. 
The  labors  of  this  commissi  on,  were  nrdaons  as  well  as  highly 
important,  the  character  and  legal  attainments  of  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  the  work  was  fintrosted  being  a  satiet^tory 
guarantee  to  the  public  as  to  the  thoroughness  and  efficiency 
with  which  the  work  would  be  executed.  The  Commissioners 
concluded  their  report  by  modestly  referring  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  their  labors  in  the  following  terms:  "In  the 
execution  of  the  important  and  ouerous  trust  committed  to 
onr  charge,  thoagh  we  have  been  compelled  to  bestow  an 
anfount  of  labor,  and  a  degree  of  attention  which  none  of  lis 
in  the  first  instance  anticipated,  there  may  be  some  imper^ 
JSctions  or  defects  to  be  hereafter  remedied.  The  main  ad- 
vantage to  be  derive!  from  the  work  will  be  that  the  laws 
-which  regulate  social  life,  protect  and  transmit  property, 
determine  political  rights,  and  define  the  punishment  of 
offences  have  been  reduced  to  system,  and  clothed  in  simple 
and  perspicuous  language,  so  as  to  be  intelligible  to  all  who 
may  have  occasion  to  consult  them.  And  as  the  present  is 
the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  in  a  British  eotony,  we  most 
bespeak  the  indulgence  of  your  Excellency,  and  of  the  pul^ 
lie  for  the  imperfections  it  may  cont^n,  and  which  are 
perhaps  inseparable  from  so  extensive  an  undertaking." 

The  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Howe's  tetters  to  the  Colonial 
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Secretiu-y  having  been  nnder  the  deliberation  of  the  Bp'tieb 
Government,  their  decision  respecting  them  was  commnni- 
eated  in  a  despatch,  written  by  order  of  Earl  Grey  to  Mr. 
Howe,nnderd&tetbetenthofUarch,  1851, in  which  his  Lord> 
•hip  stated  that  the  necessary  guarantee  shoald  Im  granted, 
or  that  the  money  required  ibr  the  constmction  oT  the  rail- 
way ehoold  be  advanced  from  the  British  Treasury,  oo  the 
condition  that  an  arrangement  were  made  with  the  Proviocee 
of  Canada  and  New  Brimswick,  by  which  the  coDstruotioo 
of  a  line  of  railway  through  British  territory,  from  Halifax 
to  Quebec  or  Montreal,  should  be  provided  for  to  the  satisfk)- 
tion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  On  Mr.  Howe's  return 
to  Halifax,  be  was  received  with  that  degree  of  respect  and 
•nthnsiuam  to  which  bis  eminent  pablic  servicee  mtltled 
bim,  and  the  citizens  (^  Montreal  and  Qaebec,  which  cities 
after  bis  return  he  bad  visited,  delighted  to  do  him  honor. 
Our  limitA  will  not  permit  a  statement  of  th»  reasons  whidi 
led  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  oSesr  o£  the  Impe^al  gnar- 
•ntee-— tb«  main  objection  to  the  line  proposed  by  th* 
Frovincea  as  urged  by  the  British  Govemment,  of  which 
Lord  Derby  was  sow  the  head,  being  that  it  was  to  ran  too 
elose  to  United  States  territory,  and  might,  in  the  event  of 
war,  be  destroyed. 

The  Provinces  were  thus  \&f\,  to  cany  out  their  fioheraea- 
idth  their  own  resourcee. 

In  SeptBmber,  IBGI,  died  Hnbert  Hnntin^oOr  *  natite  of  Taimontb 
Cpuntf,  wfaieh  he  bad  foitbftill;  and  unialerrupledlr  Tepreseoled  for  aboDt 
•ighteen  jesrs.  Bis  father  came  to  Nova  ScatJa  fcom  Connecticut  in  Uw 
j«ar  11S4,  being  thea  twenljHine  jeaciof  age,  end  is  mentioned  bjSabinn 
In  fais  bialoi7  of  Ibe  Lojalista.  He  was  a  ueu  rektiTe  of  the  Samad 
SuDtiogtoii  wboee  name  appeua  as  a  signer  of  tbe  Deelamtion  of  Indepen- 
4ei)cc,  ftnd  wlio  filled  tbe  poaiUoa  m  Piesideat  of  tbe  Gonnet^cnt  Cod- 
pen  from  tba  Iwentf-eighth  c^  September,  1T7&,  to  the  aiith  of  Jalj,  ITBl. 
Wbenin  1B39  tbe  Hoase  of  Aaaembtf  decided  od  sending  delegates  to  coa- 
fcrwith  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  auhjectof  Provindal  grienncesand 
wiihet,  Hnt>ert  Huntington  was  one  of  ibose  chosen.  On  tbe  leoonstrao- 
Ifon  of  tbe  Encatite  Oonncil,  in  compliuMW  wiUi  the  •omBaodi  of  th» 
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Colonial  SeeretAi7,  be  was  akmed  m  »  member,  bat  sood  after  reaisatd  od 
discovering  that  tbe  instructlona  of  the  Imperial  QoTcrnmeat  were  aot 
rarried  out,  and  that  he  would  be  without  ioBuenee  or  po'er  amoag  his 
colleagues.  Id  the  jaar  1849  he  wa.4  cbosen  to  fill  tbe  aewl?  cnated  offioa 
ef  FiDsacial  Secretaij,  which  ill  bealtb  obliged  him  to  resign,  u  well  as 
hit  potition  in  the  CotiBcil,  to  whicb  after  hii  reaignation,  be  had  been  n- 
Kppointed.* 

Sir  John  Harvey,  the  'Lieutenant- Governor  of  the  Pro- 
▼ince,  died  at  Government  Houee  on  the  twenty-second  of 
March,  1852.  Sir  John  had  entered  the  military  service 
upwards  of  half  a  century  previous  to  his  death,  aud  was 
with  the  British  army  which  marched  overland  &om  India, 
and  joined  the  forces  in  Egypt,  where  he  subsequently 
served  during  the  campaign  which  terminated  in  tbe  expul- 
Bion  of  tbe  B>ench  from  that  country.  He  bad  charge  of  tbe 
French  Savaii$,  whom  he  accompanied  to  the  pyramids. 

Daring  the  war  with  America  in  1812  be  served  in 
Canada  as  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  where  he  was  opposed  * 
to  General  Scott ;  and  so  conspicuous  was  be  for  his  gallant 
bearing,  that  the  latterdirccted  bis  men  not  to  Ore  at  such 
an  enemy,  owing  to  which  be  probably  escaped  tmscatbed. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  be  returned  to  England,  and  was 
appointed  to  preside  over  tbe  police  force  in  Ireland,  where 
he  condncted  himself  in  sucb  a  manner  as  to  gain  tbe  affec- 
tions and  win  the  esteem  of  the  people  of  that  distracted  and 
unhappy  country.  About  the  year  1835  he  was  appointed 
Lientenant^vemor  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  at  which 
time  he  held  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  1837  be  was  appointed 
to  the  Government  of  New  Brunswick,  when  he  obtained 
the  rank  of  Uajor  General,  and  was  tbe  first  of  the  Colonial 
Governors  who  was  called  upon  to  carry  out  the  enlightened 
policy  of  the  British  Ministry  with  reference  to  responsible 

'  For  an  admirable  sketch  of  Mr.  Hnntington,  see  "  The  Provincial " 
To).  2,  p.  41T,whiob  weregret  our  apace  will  not  permit  ub  to  insert, 
as  we  intended. 
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government — a  task  of  moch  delicacy,  but  on«  well  suited 
to  his  liberal  turn  of  mind. 

During  hie  government  of  that  Province  the  excitement 
took  place  in  the  State  of  Maine,  with  reference  to  the  north 
eastern  boundary,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  judicious  and  con- 
ciliatory course  pursued  by  the  subject  of  this  notice  and 
General  Scott  that  their  respective  countries  were  indebted 
for  the  preservalioD  of  peace,  at  a  time  when  the  ulighteat 
act  of  hostility  would  have  precipitated  a  war.  An  arrange- 
Eoent  was  entered  into  by  those  gallant  men,  by  which  the 
troops  and  militia  were  to  l>e  withdrawn  fVom  the  disputed 
territory  till  an  arrangement  should  be  entei-ed  into  between 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  that  of  the  United 
States — an  indirect  infringement  of  which  led  to  the  recall 
of  Sir  John.  Owing  to  an  inroad  fh)m Maine,  unauthorized 
by  the  authorities  there,  Lord  Sydenham,  the  Governor 
'  Goneral  of  Canada,  sent  a  regiment  to  Madawaska,  in  the 
dixputed  territory,  and  Sir  John,  actuated  by  the  high  and 
chivalrous  feeling  that  belonged  to  his  profession,  lost  no 
time  in  explaining  by  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Maine  that 
the  act  was  that  of  his  superior  in  command,  for  which  he 
could  not  be  considered  responsible.  This  step  the  Gover- 
nor General  considered  disrespectful  to  himself,  and  the 
consequence  was  a  representation  to  the  Qoverumeat  of  iuig- 
land  that  produced  his  immediate  recall. 

The  explanations  of  Sir  John,  on  his  arrival  in  England, 
satisfied  the  British  Ministry  that  the  procedure  by  which 
he  was  removed  fi-om  hie  government  was  not  only  precipi- 
tate but  unjust,  and  he  was  immediately  appointed  Governor 
of  Newfoundland,  being  the  first  military  officer  who  had 
ever  filled  that  station  there— the  government  of  the  island 
having  been  previously  held  by  a  commander  of  the  navy. 

Afterromainingsometime  in  Newfoundland,  during  which 
by  his  conciliatory  demeanor,  he  restored  public  tranquility, 
and  softened  the  asperity  of  faction,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
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gorerament  of  Nova  Scotia  with  the  local  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
General. 

In  the  year  previous  to  his  death,  Lady  Hflrvey,  daughter 
of  Lord  Lake,  expired  at  Halifax,  to  whom  Sir  John  was 
devotedly  attached,  and  of  both  it  may  be  said 

"  The;  loTcd  In  winUy  ag«  Ihe  lame 
Ae  firii  ill  jouthtbey  loved;" 

and  it  was  apparent  to  all  who  were  acquainted  with  hid  kind 
ftnd  atTectionate  disposition  that  this  disruption  of  one  of  the 
tenderest  ties  of  life,  in  addition  to  his  other  bereavements, 
would  hasten  his  own  departure  from  the  scene  of  all  earthly 
cares  and  sorrows.  An  attack  of  illness  which  followed 
Lady  Harvey's  decease,  induced  Sir  John  to  visit  England, 
and  he  returned  with  apparently  renovated  health,  hut  only 
to  be  laid  beside  the  remains  of  his  wife  who  bad  bo  recently 
preceded  him  to  the  tomb.  Sir  Joha  was  a  man  of  noble 
And  commanding  stature,  was  possessed  of  considerable  liter- 
ary attainments,  and  wrote  with  much  fluency  and  elegance. 
His  duties  were  always  discharged  with  strict  impartiality 
and  integrity,  and  he  is  yet  spoken  ofin  terms  of  the  highest 
respect  by  men  who  knew  him  intimately. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  Colonel  Basalgette  was 
appointed  temporarily  to  administer  the  ftinctions  of  the 
representative  of  the  Queen. 

The  citizens  of  Halifax,fearing  from  reports  which  appeared 
in  the  English  newspapers  that  the  rights  of  fishery  secnrod 
to  British  subjects  by  the  Convention  of  1818  might  be  yield- 
ed, by  the  British  Government,  without  due  regard  to  the 
national  and  commercial  interests  involved  in  their  protec- 
tion, held  a  large  meeting  in  Mason  Hall — called  by  the 
Mayor,  Mr  Andrew  McKinlay — at  which  resolutions  strong- 
ly condemnatory  of  any  concession  were  passed,  and  which 
vere  subsequently  handed  to  Sir  John  Gaspard  Lesmar- 
ohant,  who  had  recently  been  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor, 
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for  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded  to  the  Imperial  Gavem- 

The  fiev.  Dr.  Connolly  havinir  been  appointed  by  Pius 
the  Ninth  to  the  dignity  of  the  Episcopacy  by  being  made 
Bishop  of  Fredericton,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  city  pre- 
sented the  Bevd.genlloman,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  with 
a  service  of  plate,  and  an  address  in  which  they  alluded  to 
his  unceasing  kindness  to  the  poor  and  destitute,  his  atten- 
tion to  the  sick — the  devoted  zeal  wHh  which,  at  the  risk  of 
his  life,  he  had  ministered  on  three  different  occasions  to 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  relief  of  emigrants  suffering  from 
malignant  typhus  fever.  To  which  part  of  the  address  th« 
Bishop  made  the  following  noble  reply:  "In  reference  to 
any  attendance  on  the  sick,  and  the  dangers  to  which 
my  life  has  been  exposed,  the  Catholic  need  scarcely  be  re- 
minded that  when  the  general  welfare,  or  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  or  the  still  more  important  concern  of  man's 
salvation  is  at  stake,  for  the  Catholic  priest  no  labor  or  dan- 
ger— not  even  the  certain  prospect  of  death  itself  can  be  said 
to  be  a  sacrifice.  The  rightof  self-preservation,  under  such 
circumstances,  is  foresworn  in  the  very  act  of  assuming  tho 
ministry  of  that  great  first  High  Priest  who  laid  down  his 
life  for  his  flock,  and  who,  by  example  as  by  word,  haa  pro- 
claimed the  universal  law  that  every  good  shepherd  must  do 
the  same." 

In  September,  1855,  the  Governor  General,  Lord  Elgin, 
with  his  lady — daughter  of  the  late  Lord  Durham — visited 
Halifax  on  their  way  to  England,  to  which  his  Lordship 
was  returning  after  a  most  successful  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  British  North  America.  His  reception  was  cordial, 
and  suitable  addresses  were  jn-eaentod,  in  reply  to  one  of 
which  bis  Lordship  remarked  respecting  Canada,  that  at  no 
previous  period  of  its  history  had  it  been  as  prosperous  as  it 
was  now — at  none  had  its  inhabitants  appeared  mord 
thoroughly  to  appreciate  the  greatness  of  the  future,  being 
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deatioed  to  exeinplify  the  peculiar  advantages  and  charac- 
toriijtics  of  British  institutions  and  British  mannor»^ 
fi-eedom  without  licentiousness — loyalty  without  abasement 
— the  temperate  use  of  prosperity — patient  endurance  of 
adversity,  and  above  all,  the  faithful  devotion  to  duty,  which 
typefied  in  the  career  of  an  illuBtrious  fellow  subject — the 
Duke  ofV^ellington  who  latel^  had  passed  away  full  of 
years  and  honors — did  more  to  exalt  the  British  name  than 
all  the  enterprise  of  merchants,  'he  wisdom  of  statesmen, 
and  achievements  of  heroes  by  sea  and  land. 

In  1854,  Mr,  Howe  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Bail- 
way  Board,  and  consequently  resigned  the  office  of 
Provincial  Secretary.  A  reconstruction  of  the  Administra- 
tion being  thus  rendered  necessary,  the  Honorable 
■William  Young,  late  Spcaljer  of  the  Assembly,  was  charged 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  with  the  task,  Mr.  Young 
occupied  in  the  reconstructed  government  the  post  of 
Attorney  General,  the  Honorable  Lewis  M.  Wilkina  that  of 
Provincial  Secretary,  and  the  Honorable  William  A.  Henry 
that  of  Solicitor  General.  The  Honorable  James  B. 
Uniacke  was  made  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  John  Spry  Morris — the  Commissioners  for  the 
construction  and  management  of  the  projected  lines  of  rail- 
way being,  besides  Mr.  Howe  as  chairman,  the  Honorable 
Jonathan  McCully,  Messrs.  Wm.  Pryor,  jun,  John  H. 
Anderson,  Perez  M.  Cunningham,  and  Thomas  S.  Tohia. 
Hr.  Wm.  Annand  was  appointed  Queen's  Printer  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  J.  9.  Thompson,  resigned.  From  the  appoint- 
ments xaade  four  Parliamentary  seats  were  vacated — the 
Attorney  General,  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  Solicitor 
General  standing  for  re-election,  and  the  constituency  of 
lUchmond  being  called  upon  to  fill  the  seat  vacated  by  their 
late  representative,  Mr.  Uniacke.  Mr.  Wilkins  had  hitherto 
acted  with  the  conservatives,  but  disapproving  of  their  rail' 
way  policy,  became  identified  with  the  liberal  party.    Mr. 
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Tonng  published  a  manifesto,  in  tho  form  of  a  lett«r,  to  his 
conatituonU,  the  people  of  Inverness  County,  in  which  he 
presented  a  clear  and  able  expomtion  of  the  priociples  by 
which  the  new  govci-nment  was  to  be  guided,  as  welE  a^  of 
the  poaition  of  the  Province  in  relation  to  agriculture,  com- 
merce and  finance.  The  membera  of  the  Administration 
were  all  re  elecied — the  AMorney  General  hy  acclamation, 
the  Solicitor  General  by  four  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
the  Provincial  Secretary  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twoniy-six  votes — the  country  thus  clearly  approving  of  the 
policy  of  the  new  Adminiatrotion,  of  which  the  construction 
of  the  following  lines  of  railway  formed  a  part : — a  trunk 
line  from  Halifax  to  Pictou,  to  connect  the  capital  with  the 
eastern  counties — a  line  running  westward  to  Windsor,  and 
onward  through  the  western  counties  to  Digby,  connecting 
Halifax  with  the  Basin  of  Minas,  and  thus  insuring  ea.sy  and 
rapid  communicati9n  with  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Portr 
land,  and  the  whole  railway  system  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States — a  line  from  Truro  to  the  frontier  of  Now 
Brunswick,  to  form  a  part  of  any  intercolonial  line  which 
Canaila  and  that  Province  might  hereafter  make.  Th» 
fands  were  to  be  raised  by  the  issue  of  Provincial  deben- 
tures, for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  which 
the  Provincial  revenues,  with  the  revenues  of  the  roads, 
were  pledged. 

The  Reciprocity  Treaty,  by  which  the  commercial  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  North  American 
Provinces  were  so  much  extended,  was  concluded  at  Waah- 
ington  on  the  fifth  of  June,  1854,  The  American  Govern- 
ment had  expressed  the  desire  to  the  British  Government 
that  American  fisnermen  should  not  be  molested,  if  they  at 
once  used  the  privileges  conferred  by  itA  stipulations  withont 
waiting  for  their  ratification  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures ; 
to  which  the  Bntieh  Government  acceded.  This  prematorQ 
Btep  gave  offence  to  the  Colonies  whose  fishing  interests  were 
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involved,  and  Nova  Scotia  was  specially  indignant,  more 
particularly  as  her  intereals  were  not  directly  represented 
at  Washington,  while  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  wore  un- 
der consideration,  and  because  the  United  Stiites  Government 
had  intimated  its  inability  to  grantintorim  reciprocal  advan- 
tages. 

Tlie  month  of  December  fonnd  the  Legislature  in  sessioa 
for  the  pnrposeof  considering  the  Reciprocity  Ti'eaty,  which 
had  already  received  the  ratification  of  the  Parliaments  <^ 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  Ott 
liie  motion  of  the  Attorney  General,  seconded  by  Mr.  John- 
Bton,  Mr  Henry  C.  D.  Twining  was  appointed  chief  clerk  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Joseph  Whidden,  deceased,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander James,  assistant  clerk — both  mover  and  seconder 
spoke  highly  of  the  competency  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
of  the  ability  and  impartiality  with  which  Mr.  Whidden  bad 
discharged  his  onerous  and  delicate  duties.  On  the  Attor- 
ney General  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  rociproclty 
bill,  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Howe  condemned  in  strong  terms, 
but  not  stronger  than  the  circumstance  warranted,  the  con- 
duct of  the  Imperial  Governmentin  concluding  so  important 
a  treaty  without  consulting  the  Province  whose  interests 
were  most  deeply  involved — expressions  of  condemnation  in 
which  it  may  be  said,  without  exaggeration,  the  country 
thoroughly  sympathized.  The  Assembly,  however,  had  the 
good  sense  to  pass  the  bill  by  a  majority  of  thirty  two  to 
ten  votes,  whilst  the  temper  of  the  House  was  clearly  indi- 
cated by  the  character  of  the  resolutions  subsequently  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Howe  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Archibald,  vindica;ing 
the  right  of  the  Province  to  be  consulted  in  questions  so 
deeply  affecting  its  material  interests. 

In  the  month  of  October  an  industrial  exhibition  was  held 
in  the  Province  building.  On  the  occasion  of  its  opening  a 
procession  took  place,  which  the  newspapers  represented  as 
the  finest  ever  seen  in  the  uity  of  Halifax,    It  was  about  a 
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milo  long,  and  comprised  the  Sreroen,  the  masonic  and  tern- 
peraqce  bodies,  the  national  schools,  Ac,  luid  waa  headed  by 
the  pipers  of  the  Highland  regiment^  and  the  band  of  tb» 
Seventy-Second  regiment.  The  exhibiUon  was  regarded  as 
encccHsful,  particularlj  in  the  mineral  department  Ths 
greatest  deficiency  was  in  the  mechanical  section.  The 
ladies  of  the  Province,  with  their  usual  zeal  and  industry, 
Bent  a  proftision  of  beautiful  specimens  of  needle  work 
displaying  so  much  taste  that  it  excited  general  admira- 
tion. 

The  year  1854  will  be  remembered  in  British  history  as 
that  in  which  war  waa  declared  by  England  and  Franco 
agmnst  Busaia.  The  intelligence  reached  Halifax  in  April, 
but  excited  no  surprise,  as  the  long  premonitory  indicatioDB 
of  hostilities  rendered  their  occurrence  certain. 

During  the  session  of  1855,  a  prohibitory  liquor  biJl  was 
introdaeed.  The  Hon.  J.  W.  Johnston,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  traced  the  progress  of  public  opinion  on 
the  subject,  referring  to  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
adoption  of  the  prohibitory  law  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  recommendation  of  the  King  of  Sweden  to  his  Parlia- 
ment to  introduce  such  a  measure.  He  contended  for  ths 
prohibition  of  importation,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  Intoxicating  liquors.  Mr.  Howe  delivered  a  long 
speech  on  the  subject,  which  waa  a  curioua  conglomeration 
of  solid  and  unsound  argument — of  lively  humor  and  trans- 
parent fallacy.    Ueaaid: 

That  our  Sarionr,  and  David  and  Solomon  dnak  wine  ;  tliBt  the  Apostlsa 
b>d  Dot  forbidden  the  use  of  it — tb*  world  hod  come  down  to  the  present 
period  nrom  the  moat  rrmoleantiqaitj  iritli  the  irinecup  in  itsband;  so  br 
M  bia  reading  had  eilendedeTer;  niag,  evei^giBtasniaQ  who  had  illusUaled 
the  page  of  bietocj  drank  wiae.  UiceroandDemostbeDea,  aDdall  theoratora 
'Ofantiquityand  of  modern  timeg  bad  iadulgedin  Ibejuiceof  the  grape.  Who, 
a«ked  the  honorable  genlleman,  can  tetl  how  mnch  ot  the  iQapiratioD  which 
gave  them  eneh  power  of  laogoage  was  diawD  (rum  Its  um  T  What  oralws 
iMve  tbe  Sute  of  Maine  seat  forlb  comparable  with  Um  Pitta  and  Burkea, 
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the  Fozs  ftad  Sheridaaa  of  (be  British  Ijles,  ererj  one  of  whom  drank 
wine.  Letna  glaaee  at  the  noble  Btrnctuiea — the  ucbtlectunJ  nonderg 
that  embelliab  Europe.  'Who  reared  them  7  Men  ot  gigaotic  intellect  whose 
common  beverage  was  wine.  Let  tbe  eye  range  through  the  noble  galleries 
where  tbe  sculplon  have  left  tbeir  statuee — where  the  painters  have  hung 
in  rich  profusion  the  noblest  works  of  art.  Wine,  we  are  t«ld,  clotids  the 
fBcnllJes  and  deadens  the  imagination.  Yet  it  was  drunk  by  those  hene- 
factara  of  tbeir  race,  and  we  cannot,  with  Uieir  masterpieceg  before  us,  be- 
lieve tbe  assertion,  till  tbeir  works  have  been  eclipsed  bj  artists  trained  np 
under  this  ligoroDS  illustration.  Has  Maine  turned  us  out  a  statue  tbat 
anjbodj  would  look  at — a  picture  tbat  anjbady  would  buy  T  Look  at  the 
deliverers  of  mankind;  tbe  heroic  defenders  of  nations.  Was  Washington  a 
member  of  the  Temperance  Society?  Did  not  Wallace  "drink  the  red  wine 
tbroagh  tbe  helmet  btured  7"  Who  will  undertake  to  sa;  that  Brnee,  on  the 
morning  on  which  he  von  tbe  batde  of  Bannockburn,  that  Tell  on  that  daj 
wbeo  he  shot  tlie  apple  off  his  son's  head,  bad  not  tasted  a  glass  of  whiskey 
or  a  Btoup  of  wine  ? 

If  then,  cootinued  (he  orator,  nil  that  is  valaable  in  the  past — if  heroism 
and  arcbitectQf«,-and  oratory,  sculpture  and  painting — if  all  that  has  bul- 
warked fieedom  and  embellished  life,  has  come  down  to  us  with  the  juic» 
of  tbegi«pe-,  If  noageor  nation  has  been  long  without  it,  I  think  it  be- 
hoves the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  show  us  some  country  where  this  system 
has  been  tried— some  race  of  men  who  drank  nothing  but  cold  water. 

Mr.  Howe  aasamed  that  the  heroism  of  the  patriot,  the 
genioa  of  the  Btate^man,  the  poet  and  the  orator  were,  if 
not  the  natural  result  of  the  nse  of  wine,  at  least  a  aeceasaiy 
adjunct  to  the  exercise  aod  manifestation  of  these  rare  quali- 
ties, fiat  something  more  than  bare  assertion  is  necessary 
to  establish  either  of  these  assumptions,  and  of  the  process 
of  reasoning  by  which  it  can  be  done,  we  candidly  confess 
our  ignorance.  The  eloquence  of  Demosthenes  or  Sheridan, 
the  poetic  inflpiration  of  Shakespeare  or  Milton,  or  the  artis- 
tic genius  of  Boynolds  or  Turaer  might  have  shone  forth 
as  brightly  from  the  use  of  pure  water  as  of  wine.  It 
is  true  that  the  inspiring  glories  of  the  latter  have  been 
paraded  by  poets,  while  the  substantial  qualitiea  of  the 
former  have  remained  comparatively  unhonored  andunsung; 
but  the  elements  which  go  to  form  the  mysterious  functions 
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of  brain  which  oonstibtte  genitu,  may  be  more  allied  to 
water  than  wido.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  Hove.was 
in  mach  the  same  hnmor  in  composing  his  speech  on  the 
Liquor  Prohibition  Bill  as  Bnrna  when  he  extolled  with 
poetic  ardor  the  iQBpiring  virtues  of  Scotch  ale  aa  compared 
with  the  juice  of  the  grape:' 

Let  other  poets  niK  a,  fracas 

'Bout  Tines  and  wines  lui'  dnmken  Baccbus, 

Au'  cnbbit  Duaei  an'  stories  wrack  us 

An'  grate  our  lu|r, 
I  slog  tbe  juice  Scotch  Beue*  can  male  ui. 

In  glass  or  jug. 

O  thou  mj  Huset  guid  auld  Scotch  drink, 
Whether  through  wimpUog  worms  thoD  Jink, 
Ot,  richly  brown,  ream  o'er  the  brink 

la  glorious  laeta, 
Inspire  me,  till  I  lisp  and  wink, 

To  Bing  thf  name  I 

That  the  most  majestic  and  sublime  poem  in  English 
literature  was  not  composed  under  the  influence  of  alcoholic 
lienor  is  certain,  for  Hilton,  in  his  literary  musings,  baSore  he 
wrote  a  line  ot  his  great  epic,  and  when  doubtful  as  to  the 
form  which  the  coming  creaUon  of  bis  genios,  tiien  floating 
across  his  imagination,  might  take,  eloquently  wrote : — 
"  Keither  do  I  think  it  shame  to  covenant  with  any  lo^ow- 
ing  reader,  that  for  some  few  years  yet,  I  may  go  on  trust 
with  him  toward  the  payment  of  what  I  am  now  indebted,  as 
being  a  work  not  to  be  raised  from  the  heat  of  youth  or  (As 
vapours  of  wine,  like  that  which  flows  at  waste  from  the  pen 
of  some  vulgar  amorist ;  nor  to  be  obtained  by  the  invoca- 
tion of  dame  memory  and  her  syren  daughters,  but  hy  de- 
vout prayer  to  that  Eternal  Spirit,  who  can  enrich  with  all 
utterance  and  knowledge,  and  sends  out  his  seraphim  with 
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-the  hallowed  fire  of  his  altar  to  touch  and  purify  the  lips  of 
whom  he  pleases."  With  the  utmost  deferenco  to  Mr.  Howe 
it  may  he  safely  asserted  that  while  It  would  be  impossible 
to  prove  that  Ae  common  use  of  intoxicating  stimulants  baa 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  one  good  brain,  it  has  proved 
the  destruction  and  degradaiion  of  thousands  of  the  best 
brains.  Again,  while  temperance  in  all  things  will  ever  con- 
tinue to  be  a  virtue,  abstinence,  when  observed  for  the  sake 
of  example,  is  a  still  higher  type  of  virtue;  and,  so  far  as 
personal  protection  against  the  contraction  of  the  vice  of 
inteii^>eraDce  is  concerned,  while  ^U  drunkards  were  once 
temperate,  temperate  men  may,  and  in  many  cases  do 
become  drunkards,  but  abstinent  men  never  can: 

The  prohibition  bill,  proposed  in  the  Assembly  in 
18fi5,  was  not  adopted,  and  if  it  bad  been  adopted  it  is 
•exceedingly  questionable  whether  its  stringent  provisions 
would  have  contributed  to  the  eradication  of  the  evil  of 
intemperance.  The  question  is  invested  with  peculiar 
interest  at  present,  as  two  committees — one  of  the  Senate 
and  one  of  the  House  of  Commons— reported  on  the 
subject  of  a  prohibitory  Dominion  liquor  law  during  last 
session — that  of  1873.  The  fkcts  presented  in  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Commons  are  certaiuly  startling.  The 
number  of  petitions  presented  to  the  House,  praying  for  a 
prohibitory  law,  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-four,  signed 
by  about  forty  thousand  persons.  Petitions  were  also  re- 
ceived, in  addition  to  that  number,  from  eighty-two  muni- 
cipalities, and  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  oi  Ontario. 
In  answer  to  questions  sent  to  sheriffs,  prison  inspectors, 
coroners,  and  police  m^istrates  of  Ontario,  replies  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  wore  received,  which 
went  to  show  that  four-fifths  of  the  crime  committed  in 
that  Province — answers  not  having  been  received  from  the 
other  Provinces — were  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
the  mann&cturo,   sale,   and    consumption  of  intoxicating 
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liqnor.  Of  the  twenty-eight  thousand  two  bandred  and 
eighty-nine  commitmente  to  the  jail  for  the  three  previous 
years,  twenty-one  thonsand  two  hundred  and  thirty-M3 
were  either  for  drunkenness,  or  for  crimes  perpetrated  under 
the  influence  of  drink. 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  liquor  traffic  in  the  Dominion 
amounted  last  year,  1872,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  five 
million  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars.  The  Committee  think  that,  in  the  event  of  pro- 
hibition, the  large  traffic  now  invested  in  the  bosineBs 
would  be  devoted  to  purposes  of  general  trade — thus  adding 
to  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and  compensating  for  the  loea 
of  revenue. 

The  Committee  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons  that 
they  had  made  an  inquiry  into  the  operation  and  effect  of 
the  prohibition  liquor  law  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  from  the  evidence  before  them — 
which  appears  in  their  report>— that  a  prohibitory  law  in  the 
Dominion  would  mitigate,  if  not  entirely  remove  the  evils  of 
intemperance,  and  it  coneeqnently  recommends  the  adoption 
of  a  law  prohibiting  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sate 
of  all  intoxicating  liquors,  except  for  medicinal  and  me- 
chanical purposoB. 

A  candid  perusal  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  Commit- 
tee will  produce  the  conviction  that  the  evils  arising  from 
intemperance  are  not  by  any  means  exaggerated,  though  they 
may  fail  to  lead  to  the  general  conclusion  so  unreservedly 
expressed  by  them.  A  number  of  gentlemen  of  undoubted 
respectability  assert  that  the  law  has  operated  in  the  repres- 
sion of  intemperance,  and  that  its  general  effects  have  been 
to  lessen  the  consumption  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  State. 
The  evidence,  so  fer  as  Maine  is  concerned,  presents,  how- 
ever, no  data  for  the  guidance  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
beyond  the  simple  expression  of  an  opinion  to  the  effect  that 
the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  State  now  is  greatly  diminished  as 
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compared  with  the  sale  twenty-three  years  ago,  when  tte 
prohibitory  law  came  into  operation.  It  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  quantity  of  liqnfir  now  used  in  the  State,  be- 
cause its  Bale  is  illegal;  but  why  not  obtain  statistics  as  to 
crime?  and  if  there  has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the  con- 
sumption of  intoxicants,  prove  the  f^t  by  showing  a  cor- 
responding diminution  in  the  number  of  criminal  convic- 
tions in  proportion  to  population.  The  writer  feara  that  this 
test  might  not  be  favorable  to  the  views  of  the  advocates  of 
prohibition.  Four  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  law  in 
Maine,  a  gentleman  visited  Portland  for  the  pnrpose  of  test- 
ing statements  as  to  the  wonderful  improvement  in  the  eon- 
(litiOQ  of  that  city  in  consequence  of  the  prohibitory  law. 
From  the  official  records  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
which,  for  judicial  purposes,  was  united  to  Portland,  he  found, 
to  his  own  astonishment  as  well  as  that  of  the  public,  that 
the  number  of  persons  charged  in  that  county  with  crimes 
and  offences  in  1860— the  year  h^ure  the  law  passed — was 
joMT  httttdred  <md  ninety-ttco,  whilst  in  1854  the  number  was 
seven  Jamtlred  and  tUrtyfour — leaving  ton  days  of  the  latter 
year  to  run  ! — and  ftirther,  that  the  number  charged  with 
<Irunkenness  in  1854  was  greater  than  it  was  in  the  year 
before  the  prohibitory  law  was  enacted.  These  fbcts  were 
^rnished  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Toronto  Iieader,  re- 
produced in  the  Montreal  Gazette,  corroborated  by  the  editor 
of  the  State  of  Maine — ^remaining,  so  for  as  we  know,  un- 
contradicted till  this  day.* 

'  Since  writing  the  above  ve  find  the  following  sbttement  in  Uie 
"  Edinburgh  Review,"  for  April,  1873 : — "  We  need  hardly  say  thai 
the  Aucoeu  of  prohibitive  legislation  in  America  is  not  aufQciently 
decisive  to  justify  us  in  following  transatlantic  methods  of  refonn. 
When  Mr.  Plimeoll,  M.P,,  reached  Portland,  the  chief  city  of  Mftine, 
a  year  ago,  he  discovered  no  less  than  three  hundred  public  houses  in 
the  city,  and  heard  ofthree  thousand  arrests  for  drunkeonees  in  a  single 
jear,  though  the  sale  of  intoxicatitig  drinks  is  entirely  forbidden  by 
law.  Thirteen  varietiea  of  whiskey  were  offered  to  him  by  the  bar- 
keeper of  a  Portland  public  bouse.    Both  Dr.  Parrish  and  Dr.  Dodge, 
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The  qnestion,  however,  presents  iteelf :  la  it  poeeible  in  the- 
preeent  Btat«  of  society  to  enforce  a  law  prohibiting  the  eal© 
of  intoxicating  drinks  to  such  an  extent  as  will  ensure  re- 
spect for  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  the  enforcement  of 
which  is  not  likely  to  prove  more  prejudicial  to  the  morality 
of  the  people  than  the  Bale,  under  proper  restrictions,  of  the 
articles  prohibited  ?  This  question  we  unhesitatingly  an- 
swer, at  the  hazard  of  being  regarded  as  preenmptooos,  in 
the  negative.  The  numeroitB  class  who  think  there  is  no  harm 
in  drinking  heer  or  ardent  spirits,  do  not  scrapie  to  evade 
or  violate  a  law  which  they  believe  to  interfere  nndaly  with 
their  nntnral  rights.  The  administrators  of  the  law  become 
imprognatod  with  He  popular  sentiment,  and  the  result  is 
laxity  in  its  enfbrcement.  Hence  we  find  in  Maine  con- 
stant complaints  as  to  the  execution  of  the  law.  "^ere  is 
much  complaint,"  says  Governor  Perham  of  Maine,  in  a 
message  to  the  Legislature, "  that  in  many  parte  of  the  State 
the  law  is  not  execnted  as  It  should  be,  I  am  not  nnmindfiil 
of  the  fiict  that  no  law  can  be  enforced  through  any  instru- 
mentality, however  efficient  in  itself,  for  a  term  of  years, 
unless  it  be  sustained  by  the  public  sentiment  of  the  people," 
Mr.  ox-Mayor  Putman,  Porllnnd,  Maine,  informs  the  Coro- 


the  two  medical  witnesses  from  America  who  gave  evidence  before  Mr. 
Daljituple's  Committee,  asserted  that  tlie  prohibition  luna  of  the 
various  States  were  not  enforced,  but  evaded  in  a  hundred  waj8,  ondit 
is  always  a  question  witli  Dr.  Parriah  wliether  the  demoralization  of 
society  in  creating  a  sense  of  disrespect  to  the  law,  and  all  sorts  of 
manceuvres  to  escape  it,  was  not  as  great  an  ei-il  as  drinking  liquor. 
The  idea  of  dealing  with  a  bad  habit,  by  endeavoring  to  remove  the 
means  of  its  indulgence,  toi'(Ao«(  the  pov>er  of  doing  it,  is  the  most  pre- 
posterous and  cinmsy  that  ever  entered  the  human  mind." 

Dnder  a  general  State  Iaw,  we  would  observe,  the  importation  of 
liquor  into  the  Ststeof  Maine  is  perfectly  legal,  and  this  legal  sanction 
to  introdoce  the  article  in  any  quanliiy  into  the  Slate,  and  the  strict 
prohibition  to  sell  il  after  it  has  been  introduced,  cannot  be  cbaraclerized 
otherwise  Chan  as  a  supremely  absurd,  as  well  as  pe mic ion r  paradox. 
An  intelligent  gentleman,  who  accompanied  excursionirta  connected 
with  the  Press  of  Maine  to  Halifax  this  summer,  acknowledged  to  the^ 
writer  the  utter  inefficiency  of  Che  law  as  applying  to  large  cities. 
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mitte«  of  the  Dominion  CommonB,  that  in  hirge  towns  and 
cities  he  haa  not  obeorved,  for  the  most  part,  any  substantial 
difference  in  the  drinking  of  the  State  of  Maine  as  compared 
with  other  States.  Bat  if  the  aggregate  evils  reanlting&om 
the  existence  of  the  prohibitory  law  be  summed  np,  they 
will  be  found  to  counterbalance  the  good  effects  of  the 
measure.  The  notoriona  laxity  in  the  administration  of  the 
law  is  sapping  the  foundation  of  respect  for  other  laws  re, 
garding  which  a  healthy  moral  sentiment  should  exist.  It 
is  impossible  tiiat  there  can  be  in  any  oonntry  a  notorious 
violation  with  impunity  of  one  law  without  affecting  preju- 
dicially the  equity  of  thegeneral  judicial  administration.  In 
the  United  States,  nnfortunately,  the  punishment  of  the 
murderer  aooording  to  law  is  the  exception  not  the  rule, 
and  the  effect  of  snch  laxity  haa  a  marked  demoralising 
tendency.  But  we  have  not  far  to  travel  to  find  proof  of  the 
futility  of  legal  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  of  laxity  of  administration.  In  counties  in  Nova 
Scotia,  where  a  prohibitory  law  exists,  the  article  is  sold 
with  impunity  at  open  here,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  men 
who  are  the  recognized  guardians  of  the  statute.  When  a 
law  ceases  to  be  respected  to  such  a  degree  aa  to  be  publicly 
violated  without  even  remark,  the  sooner  it  is  abolished  the 
better.  Far  better  that  no  restriction  whatever  were  put  on 
the  sale  of  liquor,  than  that  snch  alamentable  state  of  things 
should  exist. 

That  temperance  societies  have  effected  a  vast  refoinuation 
in  the  drinking  habits  of  societycannot  be  denied.  So  long 
as  their  operations  are  confined  to  the  creation  of  a  healthy 
moral  sentiment  by  appeals  to  reason,  and  the  dovising  of 
means  by  which  the  popular  desire  for  amusement  and  ex- 
citement may  be  innocently  gratified,  their  influence  must 
continue  to  strengthen  and  extend,  bat  the  moment  an  ap- 
peal is  made  to  coercion  as  the  instrument  of  reformation 
their  beneficent  action  is  in  danger  of  being  neutralized. 
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In  order  that  the  other  side  of  the  question  may  be  fully 
presented,  the  writer  submits  the  following  statement 
furnished  by  Mr.  J.  Parsona,  the  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch 
of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Nova  Scotia : 

"In  Aogint,  IST2, 1  spent  more  tfaaa  a  week  in  differeat  puU  <ii  tbe 
State  of  Ualne,  Doticing  ap^tiaUr  tbe  drinkioK  habits  of  tha  people,  and 
compariD£  Uaine  with  liie  Uaritime  FroTiaces  of  Caoada.  Id  Calus,  a 
■eaport  town  of  about  seTen  handrei]  inbabilAiats,  during  four  dafa'  staf,  I 
saw  but  one  aniDken  man,  and  he  bad  just  come  bciobs  the  bridge  fram 
New  Bninswick.  No  roirdyiBm  was  observed  during  my  stay,  but  in  St. 
Stephen,  H.  B.,  a  amaller  place,  thongh  supporting  a  dosea  or  more  mm 
tboj/i,  there  wu  a  good  deal  of  noise  especially  at  night  and  around  tbe 

"Reliable  men  informed  me  that  there  was  noplace  lu  Caluj  where 
liquors  were  lold  except  at  the  dmggiat's,  for  mediuoal  pnrposes — Uiat  al- 
lh«agh  aome  pla«eB  daring  the  first  years  of  prohibition  sold  in  defiance  of 
law,  yet  latterly  these  had  all  been  stamped  oat;  that  now  Teaaeli  occa- 
sionally bring  small  quantities,  but  the  constables  are  on  the  alert  and  seixe 
and  destroy  it ;  tiiat  the  cliief  difficulty  now  arises  from  their  proximity 
to  N.  B.,  where  some  peiBona  do  go  to  get  liquor,  but  their  general  quiet- 
ness was  what  I  witnessed,  and  that  not  a  tithe  of  the  crime  and  pauperism 
now  exists  in  comparison  with  the  year  preceding  the  introduction  of  the 
Maine  law.  After  nanatiog  these  &cti  at  a  public  meeting  in  Nota 
Scotia,  an  <dd  gentlemen  rose,  and  atat«d  what  he  witnessed  in  Calais 
twenty-eerea  years  ago— foac  or  Gre  oi>en  mm  shopa  in  Main  street,  and 
noise  and  rowdyism  about  the  tsTems  and  streets  by  day  and  by  nigbL" 

"  I  trarersed  Mune  by  rail,  stopping  at  Bangor  and  Portland,  and  passing 
tiirongh  Angnsta  and  masy  lai^  towns,  amidst  the  excitement  of  a  Pie- 
sidenUal  election,  but  taw  no  liquor  and  no  drunken  men,  and  altogether 
became  strongly  impressed  with  the  suceese  of  prohibition.  When  fnqnir- 
ing  in  several  cities  if  liquors  could  be  pnrehased,  tbe  reply  was :  '  Tes,  in 
the  same  way  that  stolen  goods  can  tK  procured,  or  other  vioUtioas  of 
the  law  indulged  in.'  Maine  believes  that  her  law  has  been  beneficial,  as 
the  testimony  of  her  public  men,  and  the  votes  recorded  year  after  year 
abundantly  prove.  Liquor  selling  is  driven  enUrely  out  of  bandreds  of 
towns  and  villages,  and  very  greatly  repressed  in  the  cities  and  scaporls." 

Mr.  Parsons  adds,  in  regard  to  Nova  Scotia  that  in  Lock- 
port,  BarringtOD,  Kanteport,  Maitland,  Sherbrooke,  and 
Milton,  Queen's  County,  and  many  smaller  settlements  the 
law  is  effiectually  enforced. 
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CHAPTER  XrilT. 

General  election  of  18£5— Nens  of  the  fall  of  Sebaalopol— Captain 
Vicars— Captain  Parker  and  Major  WeUord— PresenUtion  to 
General  WilliamB  by  the  Legislature — Couclueion  of  the  Crimean 
War — Mr.  Howe's  letter  on  railway  riots  and  Catholic  commeD- 
tators — Change  of  Government — The  General  Mining  Associa- 
tion— Debate  on  the  subject  of  coal  mines — The  Indian  Mutin  j 
—Major  General  Inglis— Firat  Atlantic  cable— Appointment  of 
Earl  Uulgrsve  as  Oovernor~BesigDation  of  M.  J.  Wilkins— 
General  election  of  1869— Hajorit7  of  the  Gppooitioa- Diaqnali- 
Bcatioa  of  several  members — Opmioa  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown — Besignation  of  the  Qoverament — Arrival  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Ealifai- Eia  reception— Death  of  Chief 
Justice  Haliburton— His  life— Martyrdom  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Gordon 
and  wife  at  Eromango— Martyrdom  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Gordon  and 
John  Williams— Death  of  Prince  Albert. 

There  was  a  general  election  in  the  Province  in  1855.  The 
county  in  which  the  keenest  contest  took  place  waa  Cum- 
berland, where  Dr.  Tupper  and  Mr.  A.  McFarlane  defeated 
the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  and  the  Hon.  Stephen  Fulton.  The 
result  was  regarded  as  a  great  victory  by  the  Conservatives, 
and  the  defeat  of  their  moat  prominent  champion  was  felt 
keenly  by  the  Reformers. 

Barly  in  September,  Sebasfopol  fell,  and  the  news  ar- 
rived in  Halifax  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
that  month.  The  intelligence  caused  great  rejoicings.  The 
Volunteer  Artillery  and  the  Union  Engine  Company  turned 
out  and  joined  in  a  torchlight  procession.  Some  of  the 
private  buildings  were  illuminated,  and  there  was  a  large 
bonfire  on  the  Parade.  The  enthusiasm  in  Halifax  was 
quite  as  intense  on  the  occasion  as  in  any  city  in  England, 
and  as  the  news  reached  the  country  unbounded  satisfacticn 
was  expressed. 
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In  the  Crimea,  a  gallant  aoldier  had  falloo  who  was  well- 
known  to  some  of  the  citizena  of  Halifax,  and  of  whose 
death  intelligence  had  reached  the  city  some  time  previously. 
We  refer  to  Captain  Hedley  Ylcare,  of  the  Ninety-seventh 
liegiment,  who  nnder  the  ministry  of  Sr.  Twining  of  the 
Garrison  Church  became  a  courageona  soldier  of  the  .cross. 
On  tho  night  of  the  twenty-second  of  March,  1855,  Captain 
Ticars  commanded  a  detachment  in  the  trenches.  That 
night,  fifteen  thousand  Bussians  attacked  the  lines  of  the 
Allies.  His  eye  was  the  first  to  recognize  the  advancing 
colnmns.  Ho  made  hia  men  lio  down  till  they  wero  within 
twenty  yards,  and  then  fire  on  the  enemy.  "  Nothing,"  said 
Lord  Baglan,  in  his  official  despatch,  "  oonld  bemore  distin- 
gnished  than  the  gallantry  and  good  example  which  he 
showed  to  tlic  men  nnder  his  command."  Captain  Vicars 
fell  from  a  ball  fired  so  close  to  his  person  that  his  clothes 
wero  singed,  and  the  brave  soldier  and  good  Christian  passed 
from  earth  to  heaven. 

Honorably  associated,  also  with  the  war  in  the  Crimea, 
stand  two  Nova  Scotians,  Captain  William  B.  C.  A.  Parker 
and  Major  Augustas  Frederick  Welsford,  to  whom  a  mon- 
ument was  erected  in  the  burying  ground  in  Pleasant  Street, 
Halifax,  in  1860,  at  the  public  inangnration  of  which  an  ad- 
mirable oration  was  delivered  by  the  Ecv,  George  W.  Hill, 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  facts : 

The  great  grandfatbor  of  C&ptain  Parker  wu  the  Hod  arable  Benjamin 
Oreen,  who  niu  a  nalive  of  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  the  Prorince  be- 
fore Halifat  was  aetiled,  and  wag  appointed  Secretary  or  tbo  ColoDj— 
holding  that  office  in  1T4S.  On  the  arrival  of  Ooremor  Gornwallii  In  the 
foUoiring  year,  Ur.  Green  was  iworn  in  at  one  of  liis  Conncillcni,  baring 
been  also  made  Treasurer,  andwben  GoTemor  Wilmot  died  in  1T66,  hewu 
elected  for  the  time  being  to  the  high  poatof  GoTemorand  Commander-in- 
Chief.  Upon  the  appointment  b;  the  Crown  of  the  Right  Honorable  Lord 
William  Campbell  to  the  (zOTemoiship,  Ur.  Oreen  resumed  bis  ordinarj 
rank  and  duties,  bat  was  ag^n  gnminoaed  to  assume  tbe  teini  of  ftdsJnis- 
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tntioQ  for  both  Qorenior  and  Llentenuit-OoTerDor  Id  ITTI,  and  dls- 
cbarged  iritb  ability  tb«  datiea  of  tbeae  big^b  offlcM  for  nearlj  &  jur,  when 
he  died.  His  90a,  Benjamin,  snccaedcd  bim  la  the  office  of  Treaiarf r,  one 
of  whose  dmaghten  m&rried  an  ^cer  of  the  annj— Captain  Samuel  Smith 
Parker,  of  the  Sixtj-foartb  Resiment,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  anbject 
of  this  Teij  brief  Dodce.  Captain  Paiker  iraa  bom  in  Lawrencetown  near 
Halifiu,  WM  edacattd  at  the  Herton  Academj',  ander  the  Rer.  John  Ptjot, 
and  hlimoUier,  wbo  had  become  airidow,obtaiiMdaeomtDlMlonforhlinia 
October,  1839.  He  waa  pxetted  u  Enalgn  to  the  same  le^ent  in  wbich 
hii  (hUnr  had  obtaiaed  hii  etnapairr,  and  was  for  a  short  time  itatiooed  in 
Halifax.  Ha  waa  a  member  of  the  Stint  Oeorfe's  Sode^,  hy  tome  of  the 
mtmbera  of  which  b«  ii  jet  aflbctiooatlf  remembered.  In  February,  1843, 
Parker  became  Lienlenant,  and  exchanged  to  the  Serenty-oightb  Highlan- 
ders. For  twelve  years  he  eerred  in  India,  and  was  promoted  at  Captain 
to  tbn  SeTenty-sevenlh  Regiment  in  Jannaiy,  1659.  He  enjoyed  hig  rank 
only  a  f^w  montht.  On  tfae  tUrd  of  Septemtier  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  martial  braTery,  and  he  folly  manifested  it.  Having  accompanied 
Captain  Pechstl  of  the  lame  regiment,  a  gallant  yonng  ofScer,  to  post 
■OHM  sentinels  in  the  advanced  trench  near  the  Redan,  tbe  whole  parly, 
with  the  eir^ption  of  Captain  Parker  and  one  man,  wai  killed  by  the 
enemy.  Having  sent  this  man  to  report  tbe  eircnmitance,  a  number  of 
Rnnlans  mshed  ont  tiom  the  ranks  to  make  him  a  priioner,  when  lie  ably 
defended  himself,  shot  two  of  them  with  his  revolver,  and  eventoally  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  into  the  camp  the  body  of  bis  friend.  For  his  eoaduct 
on  this  occasion  ha  is  said  to  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  Qeneral  com- 
manding the  Light  Division,  and  was  recommended  fbr  tbe  Yictoria  cross. 
This  brave  soldier  ftll  ia  the  Bnal  attack  on  the  Redan  on  tba  eigbth  of 
September,  in  tbe  ttilrly-fifth  year  of  bis  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  in- 
fant cbildren  to  lament  bis  death. 

Major  Welsfnrd  was  a  native  of  Halifui.  His  father  was  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Weliford,  of  the  Handred  and  First  Repment — bis  mother  being  tbe 
danghterof  Philip  Marohington,a  merctiant  of  somenotoand  property  in 
the  city.  Hii  Royal  Highness  tbe  Dnke  of  Sussex,  who  honored  her  bus- 
ttand  with  bis  personal  IViendshlp,  was  the  godfiitber  of  ber  son.  Whilst 
still  young,  Welsford  was  nnt  to  England  in  order  to  be  educated.  After 
a  short  stay  he  waa  brought  back  to  Halifax,  and  tent  to  tbe  Grammar 
School.  HeaflerwardswenttotheCnirecsity  of  King's  College,  Windsor. 
On  leaving  college  he  purchased  a  commission  and  waa  gasetted  as  Ensign 
to  tbe  Ninty-flflh  Regiment  in  Pebmary,  1S32,  became  Lientenant  in  1834, 
obtained  his  Company  in  1838,  and  was  promoted  to  a  Uajority  in  1850. 
On  the  return  of  the  regiment  from  Corfo  about  184S,  Hsjor  Welsford  re- 
samed  his  acquaintance  with  liis  old  friends,  and  made  many  new  ones. 
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Hia  genifti  dupodtion,  hii  accomplishments  in  the  Sue  uta,  his  general 
informalion,  accumolttled  from  reading,  obserration,  and  mingling  much 
with  men  or  different  nations,  rendered  bim  a  pleasant  ftnd  agreeable  oom- 
panion. 

Lilie  Captain  Parker  he  wag  a  member  ol  the  St.  George's  Societj  And 
eqitall;  esteemed.  For  hia  college  he  entertained  the  warmest  aflbction, 
enrolling;  Mnuelf  ai  a  contribntor  to  the  incorporated  MBOciation  of  the 
Alumni.  Bia  name  is  blended  for  the  future  with  Uus  seat  of  learning,  bj 
thefoundalianof  a  prize  annoallj  competed  for  hj  the  stndenta  in  their  Gnt 
fear ;  and  aa  each  annirerMry  of  his  death  occun  his  gallant  and  lojal 
deeds  are  commemorated  in  Latin,  and  in  the  satoe  hall  where  his  roice 
was  ones  a  fkioiliar  sound,  the  President  of  the  Universit;  presents  the 
aucceesful  eanlidale  with  the  Welsford  Teslimoniat,  founded  b^  his  old 
friend  and  class-mate,  Dr.  W.  J.  AlmoQ — now  one  of  the  members  for  the 
Citj  of  Halifax  in  the  Dominion  Parliament. 

When  the  NiDetj-serentb  was  ordered  to  England  he  accompanied  the 
regiment,  and  after  baring  spent  some  little  time  at  Chobham  ctunp  went 
to  Greece,  in  the  latlec  part  of  the  year  1854.  Colonel  Lockjer  baTing 
beeo  Baddenly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  BcigadierOeoeral,  the  command  of 
the  regiment  dcToWcd  on  Uajor  Welsford  for  some  time  daring  the  ttTing 
winter  betone  Sabaslopol.  He,  too,  fell  at  the  storming  of  the  Redan.  Tbe 
Ninlf-aeTenth  bad  furnished  three  hundred  and  sixty  men — one  hundred 
and  sixty  for  tbe  ladder,  aod  two  hundred  for  the  storming  party.  The 
former  were  under  the  command  of  Usjor  W^elsford,  who  liad  always  been 
ambitidDS  to  take  a  foremost  part  in  the  assaalt.  As  early  as  six  o'clock 
a.m.  the  regiment  paraded,  and  each  party  marched  to  their  respective 
stations.  Eight  men  were  told  off  to  each  ladder,  and  they  had  orders 
only  to  leare  tlie  trench  when  the  appointed  signal  was  given  from  the 
Ualakofr.  Six  loi^g  weary  hoars  of  auspeoae  were  they  compelled  to  wait, 
when  M^ot  Welsford's  eye  caught  the  rocket  aignal  which  told  that  the 
tri-color  of  France  was  waring  on  the  captured  tower,  and  first  gare  the 
word  "  ladders  to  the  front."  As  lions  roused  from  their  lair  tbe  btare 
cohort  rushed  towarda  tbe  Sedan,  and  teaching  the  deep  ditch,  placed 
their  ladders  and  scaled  the  parapets  in  the  face  of  a  murderous  Sre.  The 
storming  column  folloired  on.  As  WeUfiird  gallantly  led  his  men,  and 
vaa  endeavoring  to  enter  the  ranks,  bis  bead  waa  severed  from  his  body. 
He,  loo,  was  a  decided  Christian,  and  had  borne  testimoDy  to  the  pie^  and 
devotion  to  military  duty  of  his  friend  Vicars  who  had  fallen  before  him. 
"  It  was  a  bitter  hour  for  ua  aU"— writes  one  of  tbe  Sergeants  of  bis  regi- 
ment, "  when  the  poor  Major's  body  was  brought  back  to  ns.  Bad  ha 
lived  be  would  have  Imoo  crowned  with  laurels.  Let  ua  bope  he  has  won 
.a  brighter  (uown  now," 
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Early  in  January,  1856,  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Sars 
had  reached  Halifax,  of  which  General  Williams,  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Annapolis,  in  Nova  Scotia,  was  the  hero.  With 
courage  and  skill  which  excited  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
Williams  defended  Ears,  and  only  eiirrendered  with  a  few 
thousand  men  when  pressed  hy  absolute  starvation,  and 
successful  resistance  had  become  hopeless.  It  was  meet 
that  the  services  of  so  distinguished  a  Nova  Scotian  should 
be  acknowledged  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  The  Attorney 
General — ^Mr.  Young — accordingly,  moved  that  His  Excel- 
lency the  Lieutenant  Governor  should  be  respectfully 
requested  to  expend  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  in  the 
purchase  of  a  sword,  to  be  presented  to  General  Williams  as 
a  mark  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  his  character  aa  a  man 
and  a  Boldicr,  and  more  especially  his  hei-oic  courage  and 
constancy  in  the  defence  of  Hars,  were  held  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  his  native  Province.  The  lion.  J.  W.  Johnston 
seconded,  in  eloquent  terms,  the  resolution,  which  passed 
unanimously.  As  to  General  Williams'  appreciation  of  the 
honour  conferred  upon  him  we  have  evidence  in  an  extract 
from  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  a  gentleman  in  Halifax 
under  date  of  May  the  twenty-eighth,  1856,  from  Berlin : 
"  How  thankful  I  ought  to  be,  and  indeed  am,  to  God  for 
having  spared  me  through  so  many  dangers,  to  serve  the 
Queen  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  her  approbation,  and 
the  good  will  of  all  my  countrymen  on  both  sides  of  the 
water.  Of  all  the  proofs  which  I  have,  or  shall  receive  of 
this  too  genera!  sentiment  in  my  favor,  the  sword  voted  to 
me  by  the  Nova  ScoUans  is  the  most  acceptable  to  my 
heart ;  and  when  I  again  come  in  sight  of  the  shores  of  that 
land  where  I  first  drew  my  breath,  I  shall  fool  that  I  am  a 
thousand  times  requited  for  all  I  have  gone  through  during 
the  eventful  years  of  the  last  terrible  struggle."  Equally 
in  France,  in  Bussia,  in  Turkey  and  in  England  were  the 
BSgacity,  skill  and  courage  of  General  Williams  appreciated. 
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The  British  Queen  conferred  upon  him  a  baronetcy,  and 
Parliament  voted  him  a  peoaion  of  one  thonaand  pounds 


In  the  month  of  June,  1856,  the  citizena  of  fiatifaz  held  a 
holiday,  expressive  of  their  satisf^tion  with  the  peace 
which  had  been  recently  concluded  after  a  short  but  bloody 
struggle,  and  honorablo  to  the  alliea  who  had  eucces^Ily 
resisted  Bussian  domination  against  Turlcey.  An  address 
was  foi-warded  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Mayor,  and  on©  of 
welcome  and  congratulation  presented  to  the  Sixty-«econd 
and  Sixty-third  regiments,  who  had  arrived  in  the  city 
from  the  Crimea.  On  the  same  day  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  Provincial  Asylum,  which  is  admirably  conducted,  and 
lijghly  creditable  to  the  Province,  was  laid  with  masonic 
honors — the  venerable  and  much  esteemed  Grand  Master, 
the  Honorable  Alexander  Keith,  presiding. 

In  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  December, 
appeared  a  letter  from  the  pen  of  the  Honorable  Joseph 
Howe,  entitled,  "  Railway  Biota  and  Catholic  Commenta- 
tors," in  vbieh  he  criticised  statemente  which  had  appeared 
in  the  Halifax  Catholic,  in  reference  to  the  provocation 
'Which  induced  men  of  that  persuasion,  employed  in  the 
constructjon  of  the  rmlway,  to  attack  Frotestantfl,  injuring 
their  persona,  and  destroying  their  property.  The  editor  of 
the  CafMi'c  contended  "that  the  Catholics  had  a  right  to 
assist  at  Mass  on  the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,"  and  their 
Protestant  fellow  workmen  had  no  right  to  jeer  or  tannt 
them  for  so  doing.  Mr.  Howe,  who  had  previously 
expressed  himself  in  Temperance  Hall  strongly  and  justly 
in  condemnation  of  the  brutal  outrage  committed,  contended 
in  his  letter  that,  "  every  Protestant  in  every  free  country 
had  a  right  to  laugh  at  the  Real  Presence,  as  every  Catholic 
had  to  ridicule  that  in  which  he  disbelieved,  or  to  laugh  at 
the  simple  ceremonies  which  the  Protestant  deemed 
sufficient,"    Mr.  Howe's  letter  seems  to  have  been  written 
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under  great  irritation  and  excitement.  He  advocated  prin- 
ciples which,  in  cooler  moments, we  are  satisfied  his  judgment 
wonld  not  have  approved.  The  Catholic  did  not  vindi- 
cate the  outrage  committed,  hut  simply  condemned  the 
provocation  which  led  to  it,  asserting,  "  that  knowing  how 
sensitive  the  Irish  people  are  to  every  thing  which  affects 
their  religion  or  the  character  of  their  clergy,  Frotestotits 
of  any  nation,  who  are  brought  in  contact  with  them,  would 
show  better  their  respect  for  the  precepts  of  the  Bible  if  they 
abstained  from  those  taunts  and  provocations,  and 
from  actions  in  which  they  were  too  prone  to  indulge." 
These  remarks  were  eq^oally  temperate  and  just,  and 
assuming  that  the  rites  and  doctrines  which  the  Catholic 
regards  as  moat  sacred  were  made  the  snhject  of  derision, 
any  one  acquainted  with  the  impulsive  character  of  the 
uneducated  Irishman  might  have  predicted  the  effect  which 
would  be  produced.  Beligion  is  a  matter  between  man  and 
his  Creator,  with  the  due  exercise  of  which,  when  no  law 
is  inft-inged,  no  one  has  any  right  to  interfere.  The  pro- 
fessed Christian — whether  Protestant  or  Catholic — who 
attempts  to  ridicule  even  the  rude  attempts  of  a  heathen  to 
worship  hit  God,  not  only  takes  the  most  effectu^  means  of 
steeling  the  mind  of  that  heathen  against  the  religion 
which  he — the  professed  Christian — would  inculcate,  but 
deserves,  if  not  to  get  his  head  broken,  at  least  the 
contempt  or  commiseration  of  every  true  believer. 

Hr.  Howe's  violent  letter  damaged  the  Qovemment  to 
anch  an  extent  that  on  the  House  meeting,  Mr.  Johnston 
proposed  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, which  after  twelve  days  debate  was  carried  by  twenty 
eight  to  twenty-one  votes. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Johnston  was  sent  for  by  the  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  and  requested  to  form  an  Administration. 
The  "  Gazette"  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  1856,  an- 
nounced that  the  Executive  Council  consiatad  of  James  W. 
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Johnaton,  Michael  Tobin,  Staley  BrowD,  John  MeKinnon, 
John  J."  Marshall,  John  Campbell,  Martin  J,  Wilkins, 
Charles  Tapper,  and  Charles  J.  Campbell.  Mr.  Johnston 
was  Attorney  General ;  Dr.  Tapper,  Provincial  Secretary ; 
John  J.  Marshall,  Financial  Secretary;  Staley  Brown,  Re- 
ceiver General,  and  Martin  J.  Wilkins,  provisionally.  Solici- 
tor General.  The  four  GovernmCDt  candidates,  on  an  appeal 
to  their  respective  conatitaenciea,  were  returned  by  consid- 
erable majorities. 

It  is  only  feir  to  acknowledge  that  the  new  Administration 
manifested  commendable  vigor  in  the  conduct  of  public 
busineae.  One  of  the  first  questions  with  respect  to  which 
they  were  determined,  if  possible,  to  arrive  at  a  satisfkctory 
solution  related  to  the  important  subject  of  the  coal  mines  of 
the  Province.  George  the  Fourth  had  granted  tohis  brother, 
the  Dubeof  Tork,  a  lease  of  the  nngranted  mines  and  min- 
erals of  Nova  Scotia,  which  ho  transferred  in  1825  to  the 
firm  of  Eundell,  Bridge  and  Company  on  the  condition  of 
their  paying  to  His  Eoyal  Highness  a  share  of  the  profits 
derived  &om  working  them.  The  firm  failing  in  discover- 
ing copper  ore,  in  which  Nova  Scotia  was  reputed  to 
abound,  directed  their  attention  to  the  coal  of  the  Province, 
and  for  the  working  of  that  valuable  mineral  formed  the 
General  Mining  Association.  Snccessive  Provincial  Govem- 
ments  contended  that  the  King  had  no  right  to  lease  the 
minerals  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  through  their 
representatives,  and  the  consequence  was  a  chronic  state  of 
agitation  on  the  subject,  which  continued  for  years,  but 
which  failed  to  reanlt  in  any  satisfactory  arrangement. 
In  1845  the  Crown  had  entered  inle  certain  agreements  with 
the  Mining  Association,  the  substance  of  which  was  em- 
bodied in  a  Treasury  minute,  and  in  conformity  with  which 
a  contract  was  framed  in  1849.  Meanwhile  the  Civil  List 
Act  of  1849  had  passed  in  the  Provincial  Legislature,  by 
which  the  legal  estate  of  the  Crown  was  vested  in  that  body. 
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Any  lease,  therefore,  which  gave  a  legal  title  must  emaoate 
from  the  Afleembly  of  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Wm.  Tonng — the 
late  Attorney  General — had expressedavery  decided  opinion 
to  that  effect,  which  was  sabseqnently  corroborated  by  the 
Crown  officers  of  England.  Thus  a  dead  lock  was  presented 
in  the  conduct  of  the  mining  bosinesa  of  the  conntry.  The  - 
Qovemment  therefore  reaolved,  if  possible,  to  settle  all  ex- 
isting dispntea,  and  with  that  view  proposed  to  the  Assem- 
bly, in  the  session  of  1867,  a  rmolntion  to  the  effect  that  if 
the  Provincial  Government  should  find  it  necessary,  for 
effecting  a  satisfactory  compromise  of  this  question  to 
employ  Commiesionere,  the' House  wonld  authorize  the  selec- 
tion by  the  Government  of  two  members,  prominently 
representing  the  different  views  held  in  the  House  on  the 
subject,  who  should  have  power  to  effect  a  settlement  of 
the  controversy,  provided  both  CommissioDers  should  agree 
thereto,  subject,  however,  to  the  ratification  of  the  Legis- 
lature— and  the  House  would  provide  for  the  expense. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolntion  Mr.  Johnston,  the  At- 
torney General,  and  Mr.  A.  G.Archibald,  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Opposition,  were  deputed  to  proceed  to  SngUmd  in  the 
month  of  Jane,  1657.  Having  reported  their  arriv^  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stato  for  the  Colonies,  they  were  put  in  com- 
monication,  by  Her  Majes^'s  Government,  with  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  General  Mining  Association.  The  duties  of  the 
mission  with  which  these  gentlemen  were  charged  were 
performed  with  tact  and  jiujgment,  the  result  being  the  con. 
summation  of  an  agreement  by  which  the  rights  of  the  Asso- 
ciation were  effectually  secured,  and  thus  increased  enter- 
prise was  stimulated,  and  the  remaining  mineral  wealth  of 
the  Province  permanently  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  It  is  only  dne  to  the  late 
Samnel  Cunard  to  state,  in  connection  with  so  important  a 
portion  of  the  history  of  N^ova  Scotia,  that  the  delegates,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  Honorable  Dr.   Tapper,  the  Fro- 
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vincial  Secretary  of  the  Province,  reporting  the  progreaa  of 
the  negotiations,  under  dat«  London,  3lBt  Julj,  1857,  stated 
that  Mr.  Cunard  attended  at  their  deliberations  regalarly, 
and  that  his  superior  local  information  waa  of  great  advan- 
tage in  the  conduct  of  busineaa,  enabling  him  to  perceire 
and  urge  on  the  Directors  that  the  concessions  to  the  Pro- 
vince, believed  to  bo  excessive,  were  to  a  large  extent  com- 
pensated by  the  unembarrassed  use  of  what  was  reserved. 
The  debate  in  the  Assembly  on  the  arrangement  entered 
into,  and  for  the  completion  of  which  the  formal  sanction  of 
the  House  was  required,  waa  conducted  with  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.  On  the  vote  being  taken  on  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  1856,  the  action  of  the  delegates  wna 
tMicked  by  thirty  votes  to  nineteen,  While  a  perusal  of  the 
speeches  delivered  in  opposition  leads  to  the  conviction  that 
not  a  few  sound  argatnents  were  urged  in  favor  of  delay,  yet 
when  a  student  of  the  coal  question  thinks  of  the  many 
years  that  had  elapsed  since  the  contest  between  the  General 
SOning  Association  and  the  people  had  began,  that  the 
delegates  had  combated  ably  and  manflilly  for  the  interests 
of  the  country,  with  the  sanguine  expectation  of  being  sup- 
ported by  the  Assembly,  and  that  not  one  principle  of  an 
address  to  the  Queen,  which  had  passed  in  1856  in  the  As- 
sembly, and  on  which  the  agreement  between  the  delegates 
and  the  Association  was  baaed,  had  been  sacrificed,  he  will 
probably  feel  conatrained  to  admit  that  the  House,  in 
ratifying  an  agreement  which  has  proved  of  vast  importance 
to  the  fUl  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Pro- 
vince, acted  most  wisely. 

The  Indian  mutiny  occurred  in  the  year  1859,  during 
which  the  courage  and  endurance  of  the  British  forces  were 
put  to  the  severest  teat.  In  the  defence  of  Lucknow  there 
was  a  Nova  Scotian  hero  who  so  distinguished  himself  as  to 
have  received  the  thanks  of  the  British  Parliament,  his  ser- 
vice having  been  noticed  in  the  most  compHmontary  twrna 
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hy  leading  statoBmen  of  all  parties — we  refer  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Sir  John  Inglis,  K.C.B.,  who  was  the  son  of  the  Bight 
B«vd.  John  Inglis,  Lord  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia,  whose  father 
was  the  Eevd.  Dr.  Charles  Inglis,  the  first  Protestant  Bishop 
in  the  British  Colonies,  having  been  conaecratod  for  the  See 
of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  jear  1787.  Young  Inglis  entered  the 
army  as  ensign  in  a  foot  regiment  in  1833,  served  with  the 
the  Thirty-second  regiment  in  Canada  daring  the  rebellion  of 
1837,  and  was  present  at  the  actions  of  St.  Denis  and  St. 
Eostache.  He  took  part  in  the  Punjanb  campaign  of  1848 
T-49,  and  was  present  at  the  first  and  second  siege  operations 
before  Uooltan,  inclading  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  position 
in  iVonf  of  the  advanced  trenches  on  the  twelth  of  Septem- 
ber, where,  after  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fattond,  ho 
.succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  right  column  of  attack. 
He  commanded  the  Thirty-second  regiment  at  the  action  of 
Soorjkoooed,  and  he  was  also  praaent  at  the  storming  and 
capture  of  the  city  and  surrender  of  the  fortress  of  Mooltan 
the  surrender  of  the  fortress  and  garrison  of  Cheinote,  and 
the  battle  of  Goojerat,  tor  which  services  ho  received  the 
brevet  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  together  with  a  medal 
and  clasps.  At  Lucknow,  General  Inglis  defended  himself 
with  a  feeble  band  for  eighty-seven  days  against  the  attacks 
of  fifty  thonsand  rebels,  till  at  length  he  was  relieved  after  a 
resistance  which  has  been  pronounced  without  precedent  in 
modem  warfare.  The  Assembly  of  his  native  province  pre- 
sented him  with  a  sword— a  mark  of  distinction  which  was 
never  more  gallantly  won.  Lord  Panmure  said  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  in  the  history  of  the  defence  of  fortified 
places  in  modem  times,  scarcely  a  single  instance  exhibited 
a  list  of  privations  so  great,  endured  for  so  long  a  period,  or 
with  a  front  so  dauntless,  and  ending  with  a  success  so  com- 
plete as  the  defence  of  Lucknow;  and  Lord  Derby,  Lord 
Palmerston  and  Mr.  Disraeli  spoke  in  the  same  strain. 
The  ladies  of  Halifiuc  were  not  unmindful  of  Lady  Inglis, 
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for  in  April,  1858,  they  presented  to  her,  throagh  a  depnlA- 
tioD  of  Nova  Scotiane,  headed  bj  Sir  Samael  Canard,  a 
splendid  copy  of  the  Bible.  The  book  was  bonnd  in  dark 
purple  morocco,  mounted  with  chased  gilt  clapa  and  comer 
pieces,  bearing  the  national  Emblems,  the  rose,  thistle,  and 
shamrock,  with  the  modest  mayflower. 

On  the  fifth  of  Aagost,  1868,  telegraphic  commanication 
between  Europe  and  the  Continent  of  America  was  com- 
pleted. The  Telegcaph  fleet  sailed  irom  Qaeenstown,  in 
Ireland,  on  Saturday,  the  seventeenth  of  July,  andarrived  at 
mid-ocean  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-eighth.  Kext  day  two 
of  the  ships,  whose  complement  of  the  cable  had  been  paid 
out,  returned  to  England — the  Niagara  and  Oorgon  leaving 
for  Trinity  Bay,  Newfoundland,  where  the  cable  was  landed. 
The  intelligence  was  received  with  great  joy  in  Haliiax  and 
elsewhere,  and  duly  celebrated.  The  first  message  sent  was 
one  &om  the  Queen  of  England  to  the  President  of  the 
TTnited  States ;  the  second  was  his  reply. 

"  Worid  I  whftt.ft  wonder  is  thU  T 

Qnn<U7  and  ainplf  lablime ; 
All  ttte  AU&atic  afajra 

Leapt  in  a  moment  of  time." 

Id  this  year  Sir  J.  Gaspard  Le  Marchant  was  succeeded  in 
the  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor  by  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave. 

In  January,  1859,  Mr.  Martin  I.  Wilkins,  member  for 
Ficton  county  and  Solicitop-General,  retired  from  the  Admin- 
istration— the  reasons  of  his  resignation  having  been  com- 
municated in  a  letter  to  the^LieutenantrGovomor.  One  of 
these  was  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dickey,  of  Amherst,  to  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  another  the  appointment  of  a  dele- 
gation to  England  on  railway^buBinesa  without  the  previous 
sanction  of  the  Legislature.  The|GoverDmentrepIiedtoMr. 
'Wilkins'  complaints  and  argoments ;  both  communicationB 
were  published.  On  Mr.  WiUdns'  resignation,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Henry  was  appointed  Solicitor-General. 
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In  this  year  a  general  election  took  place,  after  which  the 
■party  of  which  Mr.  Tonng  was  the  loader  claimed  a  majority, 
and  accordingly  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Governor, 
signed  by  that  gentleman  and  twenty-eight  other  members 
elect  of  the  Honse  of  ABSembly,  praying  for  an  early  meet- 
ing of  the  House.  To  that  application  the  following  reply  was 
sent  on  the  twenty-first  of  July  to  the  memorialists  by  the 
Provincial  Secretary — Dr.  Tapper ;  "  I  have  it  in  command 
from  His  Excellency  the  Lientenant-Qovemor  to  inform  you 
that  your  memorial,  announcing  to  His  Excellency  your 
intention  to  oppose  the  present  Government,  and  offering 
your  views  npon  the  proper  time  for  assembling  the  I;egis- 
lature,  has  received  the  carefhl  consideration  of  His  Excel- 
lency and  the  Executive  Council;  and  I  am  Airther  com- 
manded to  state  that,  while  the  Lieutenant-Governor  will  be 
at  all  times  ready  to  give  due  weight  to  the  sentimenta  of  gen- 
tlemen holding  the  influential  position  of  the  memorialists, 
His  Excellency  cannot,  he  conceives,  accept  advice  on  the 
subject  of  the  memorial  from  any  other  than  his  constitu- 
tional advisers,  without  disregarding  the  fioyal  instructions, 
in&inging  upon  the  system  of  responsible  government  estab- 
lished in  this  colony,  and  compromising  the  position  of  strict 
impartiality  between  political  parties,  which  it  is  His  Excel- 
lency's firm  determination  to  preserve." 

The  Assembly  met  in  January,  1860.  Previons  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Speaker,  the  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Johnston,  called  attention  to  the  alleged  fhct  that  ^ere 
were  certain  persons  present  who  were  ineligible  to  sit  or 
vote  there — enumerating  those  whom  he  deemed  disqualified. 
The  Attorney  General  then  proposed  John  C.  Wade  as  Spea 
kor,  and  the  Hon.  Wm.  Young  proposed  Stewart  Campbell 
when  twenty-eight  voted  for  Mr.  Campbell,  and  twenty-five 
for  Mr.  Wade. 

The  Gtovemor  in  his  speech  congratulated  the  House  on 
.new  and  valuable  discoveries  having  been  recently  made  in 
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the  mineral  resonrces  of  the  Province,  thereby  stimnlatiiig- 
Provincial  enterprise,  and  attracting  foreign  capital ;  and 
also  on  the  operations  of  the  General  Mining  Association 
being  extended  onder  existing  airaDgemente.  He  also  alladed 
to  his  action  in  causing  the  formation  of  Tolonteercomponios 
in  the  Province — the  Home  Government  having  snpplied 
Enfield  rifles  for  the  purpose  of  arming  them. 

The  vote  taken  on  the  election  of  Speaker  indicated  that 
the  opposition  had  a  m^ority  of  two  in  the  new  Hon^o,  but 
the  Government  contended  that  five  or  six  of  the  members 
were  disqnalifled  from  sitting  there,  aa  thoy  held  offices  of 
emolument  under  the  Government  at  the  time  of  their  elec- 
tion ;  and  the  Attorney  General  accordingly  proposed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  charge  of  ineligibility  should, 
bo  investigated  by  the  House,  bnt  the  resolution  was  nega^ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  two. 

The  Executive  Council  in  these  circumstances  deemed  it 
their  duty  to  advise  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  dissolve  the 
Aoeembly,  when  His  Excellency  requested  them  to  submit 
their  advice  in  writing,  which  was  accordinglydone.  Shortly 
after  the  election  the  Council  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Governor  to  the  circumstance  that  a  number  of  persons  had 
been  elected  in  violation  of  a  law  by  which  such  persons 
were  not  eligible  candidates  for  seats  in  the  Assembly, 
inasmuch  as  holding  offices  of  emolnmont,  they  had  not 
tendered  their  resignation  of  them  before  the  statutory 
period.  On  obtaining  this  information,  the  Governor  request- 
ed the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  to  prepare  in  le^al 
form  a  case,  with  their  opinion  as  to  the  bearing  of  the  law 
ou  its  merits,  which  being  done.  His  Excellency  forwarded 
the  documents  to  London  in  order  to  obtain  the  advice  of 
the  Law  officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  subject.  Referring  to 
the  deliverance  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  oC 
England  on  the  case  submitted  to  them,  the  Council  in  their 
minute  said : 
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"On  tbemoreesMntial  points  UwBngUsh  Law  officeia agraed  In  0[aiii0D 
with  jodT  Excellencies  Altomej  and  SoIioilw^OeiwnL  In  tenni  alto- 
gelher  onreBeired  and  aaeqoirocol  tbej  stated  tbeir  concamDoe  with  tbt 
opinion  of  joar  Law  officers  that  manj  office  keepera,  health  inspectors, 
COroneiB,  snrrefon  of  shipping,  commissioners  foi  taking-  bail,  Ac,  cams 
tmdei  the  opemtion  ot  the  act,  and  wen  ineligible  to  serre  in  Parliament, 
and  that  although  there  were  no  means  to  piSTent  them  taking  their  seats 
and  Totlng,  till  removed  bj  the  Hoose,  yet  were  they  to  be  maintained  in 
their  Beats  bj  the  votes  of  a  mt^oritj  created  by  their  combination  with  a 
port;  in  the  Honse,  a  wrong  would  t>e  committed  which  would  deprire  the 
acts  of  the  Asaembly  of  the  consideration  to  which  otherwise  they  would 
Im  entitled,  and  which  would  render  it  necessary  for  the  Grown  to  put  an 
end  to  the  existence  of  tl»  House."  The  QoTernment  contended  that  the 
emergency  supposed  bad  arriTed,  and  tliat  immediate  dissoIaUon  was 
necessary.  They  selected  the  cases  of  Lewis  A.  W.  UcLelan,  and  A. 
McNutt  Cocliran,  submitted  evidence  shewing  that  they  were  paid  officials 
of  Qovemment  and  therefore  iaeligible  to  sit  in  the  Assembly  as  represen- 
tatlTes.  "  Hen,"  said  the  GoTemment,  "  known  to  be  ineligible,  becatue 
shown  to  be  ineligible  by  certain  and  nnanswerable  evidence,  by  their  own 
votes  created  a  majority  which  lias  attempted  to  change  the  GoTernment. 
There  must  lie  a  time  and  mode  by  which  snch  men  shall  be  removed  tWim 
a  position  they  occupy  only  in  violatioa  of  law,  otherwise  the  ConsUtatloD 
must  be  absurdly  deficient  in  the  mt^tenauM  of  the  institutions  of  the 
country,— but  reason,  Justice  and  the  exigencies  oT  public  bosineu  forbid 
that  In  tbe  meanwhile  they  should  exercise  ftinctions  which  It  la  krwwn 
now  as  well  as  it  can  l>e  known  hereafter  they  do  not  possess— if  by  sneh 
exercise  rights  should  lie  violated,  the  public  business  obstructed,  and 
great  mischief  enlailed." 

The  Governor,  in  a  memorsndnm  for  the  Executive 
Conncil,  said  that  he  had  carefully  conBidered  their  minnte, 
and  that  if  he  considered  that  the  dnty  devolved  upon  him 
of  determining  the  olegibility  or  ineligibility  of  memberB 
returned  to  sit  in  the  AsBembly,  the  argnmente  advanced 
Tvonld  be  unanswerable,  and  he  shonld  feel  bound — having 
ascertained  that  the  disqualificationa  alleged  were  clearly 
proved — to  exerciae  the  Boyal  prerogative,  and  appeal  to 
the  country,  before  regarding  a  vote  which  was  passed  by 
membere  not  qualified  to  sit  in  the  Assembly.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  case.    Parliament  had  always  asserted  ite 
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exclusive  right  to  jadge  of  the  eligibility  of  ite  membere, 
and  except  in  cases  where  the  law  had  affixed  penaltiee  to 
be  reserved  in  a  Court  of  Justice  for  sitting  and  voting^ 
contrary  to  its  provisions,  this  power  had  been  always  most 
jealously  maintained,  and  snch  was  the  praclJce  which  had 
been  tmiformly  followed  in  the  colony.  Did  he  permit  him- 
self to  decide  whether  these  members  were  eligible  or  not, 
he  should  feel  that  he  was  usurping  a  power  which  did  not 
belong  to  him. 

In  a  minuto  of  Council  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  July, 
certain  members  elect  of  the  Hoofie  of  Assembly  were 
alleged  "  to  labor  under  personal  disi^nalification  to  be 
elected,  and  that  they  could  not  take  the  qualification  oath 
without  perjury,  or  vote  without  a  bold  and  open  defiance  of 
law."  It  was  this,  with  other  statements,  which  induced 
the  Governor  to  request  the  opinion  of  his  law  advisers,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  his  duty  to  consider  the 
evidence  on  which  the  opinion  of  his  Council  was  baaed,  and 
to  be  guided  independently  of  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly 
in  his  future  action,  according  to  the  impression  made 
by  that  evidence,  and  thus  exercise,  if  necessary,  the  Boyal 
prerogative  delegated  to  him  by  dissolving  the  Assembly, 
That  the  members  to  whom  the  Council  objected,  and 
respecting  whose  election  they  had  expressed  so  strong  an 
opinion,  were  entitled  on  being  returned — ss  they  were — by 
the  Sheriff  as  duly  elected  to  take  their  seats  and  vote,  is 
most  DDoquivocably  staled  by  the  British  Attorney  and 
Solicitor-General : — "  We  see  nothing,"  they  say,  "  to  pre- 
vent a  member  from  sitting  and  voting,  although  holding 
one  of  the  offices  in  question,  until  be  has  been  unseated  by 
the  Assembly  ; "  but  in  the  absence  of  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  set  the  law  as  it  stood  at  defiance, 
such  as— in  a  case  supposed — passing  a  resolution  or  an  act, 
for  giving  the  disqualified  parties  ex  post  facto  eligibility,  it 
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is  dear  that  the  opiuioQ  of  the  Crown  lawyers  was  that  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  would  not  be  jnstifiable. 

That  the  GoTemmetjt  were  right  in  the  opinion  expressed 
as  to  the  disqnalification  of  at  least  several  of  the  persons 
objected  to,  is  beyond  diBpnt«— the  evidence  addnced  being 
snch  as  conld  not  by  law  or  casuistry  be  set  aside,  but  it  was 
the  ezolosive  province  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  try  the 
case,  or  to  decide  summarily  regarding  it*  That  the  evidence 
was  so  clear  and  palpable  as  to  require  no  judicial  inquiry, 
did  not  warrant  a  departure  from  legitimate  forms  of  Far- 
liameotary  procedure,  and  as  in  the  case  of  a  deliberate 
mnrder,  of  which  the  judge  appointed  to  try  such  cases  was 
A  spectator,  he  would  not  bo  justified  in  at  once  pronouncing 
sentence  and  ordering  the  criminal  for  execution  without  a 
Icj^  trial,  so  in  that  under  review,  the  Governor  would  be 
assuming  functions  which  did  not  belong  to  him  if,  on  satis- 
ihctory  evidence  of  disqualification  being  produced,  he 
proceeded  on  his  own  personal  estimate  of  the  circnm- 
stances  to  dissolve  the  Aasembly.  Some,  at  least,  of  the 
persons  objected  to,  were  returned  in  gross  violation  of  a 
statute  passed  two  years  previously  ;  bat  the  constitutional 
antidote  lay  with  the  Assembly  itself.  It  was  extr«mely 
irritating  to  the  Government  to  be  unseated  by  a  vote  so 
obtained,  but  the  unquestionable  right  of  the  disqualified 
members  to  sit  for  the  time  being  in  the  Assembly,  and  vote 
in  the  transaction  of  its  bosiness,  rendered  a  constitutional 
avoidance  of  the  dilemma  impossible.  A  pemsal  of  the 
chapter  in  the  second  Tolnme  of  Hatsell,  in  which  prece- 
dents of  disqualification  on  account  of  office  are  cited,  as  welt 
as  of  the  observations  of  Hatsell  himself,  will  satisfy,  we 
think,  any  unprejudiced  reader,  as  it  has  satisfied  us,  that 
the  English  House  of  Commons  has  always  clamed  the 
right  to  decide  as  to  the  qualification  of  its  members,  inde- 
pendently of  any  extraneous  advice.  Nor  will  this 
impression  be  probably  weakened,  but  on  the  contrary. 
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Btrengthened,  by  readiog  a  seriee  of  elaborate  lettere 
written  by  "  a  constitational  lawyer  "  in  the  Colmut,  whoee 
object  waa  to  prove  that  Lord  Mulgrave  waa  wrong  in  the 
decision  to  which  he  had  come.  That  tlie  oppoeition 
availed  tbemselvea  of  the  presence  in  the  Assembly  of  dis- 
qualified members  to  obtain  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence, 
cannot  be  recorded  to  their  credit  The  occaaion  was  one 
when  party  considerations  should  have  been  laid  aside,  and 
when  the  House  was  bonnd  in  vindication  of  its  purity  and 
dignity  to  have,  by  formal  resolution,  expelled  Government 
ofScials  who  had  been  elected  in  direct  violation  of  a 
statute,  respecting  whose  import,  as  applied  to  some  of  the 
cases  in  point,  there  coald  not  be  in  the  mind  of  a  sane 
man  any  doubt.  We  say  by  formal  resolution,  because  it 
was  quite  competent  to  adopt  that  mode  of  expulsion.  The 
terms  of  the  law  daringly  violated  were  so  explicit,  and  the 
violation  of  it  so  palpable,  that  formal  procedure  by  peti- 
tion and  committee  might  have  been  with  propriety  dis- 
pensed with.  This  view  was  ably  advocated  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary,  Dr.  Tupper,  and  the  constitutionality  of  such 
procedure  was  fhirly  adduced,  among  other  reasons,  from 
the  answer  to  the  following  question  embodied  in  the  case 
already  referred  to  as  having  been  submitted  for  the  opin- 
ion of  Crown  Council  in  England  :  "  In  the  case  of  a 
person  disqualified  being  returned  by  the  Sheriff  as  having 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes,  ought  in  law  his  seat  to 
be  declared  vacant  merely,  or  is  the  person  having  at  the 
election  the  next  greater  number  of  votes  legally  entitled 
to  the  seat  ?"  Answer  :  "  Considering  this  question  by 
analogy  to  tlie  proceedings  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  would  be  for  the  House,  either  on  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee or  otherwise,  to  pronounce  the  election  void,  or  declare 
the  candidate  next  on  the  poll  duly  electod." 

It  may  seem  paradoxical  to  justify  Parliamentary  action, 
which  would,  by  resolution,  nullify  certain  elections,  while 
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the  reAisal  of  the  LieateDant-Govemor  to  dissolve  the  House 
ia  approved — to  affirm  that  the  reasons  which  were  suffi- 
ciently cogent  to  sanction  the  expulsion  of  disqualified 
members  were  not  equally  strong  as  applying  to  the  duty 
of  ordering  a  dissolution;  but  the  cases  are  not  parallel. 
The  Governor  knew  that  the  House  of  Assembly  had  the 
constitutional  power  to  defend  its  own  privileges,  and  main- 
tain itsown  purity,  and  judiciously  declined  to  use  the  Boyal 
prerogative  in  a  case  where  the  remedy  was  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  Assembly  itself.  He  assumed  that  the  House 
was  the  best  judge  and  guardian  of  its  own  honor.  If  the 
House  had,  by  a  positive  act  or  resolution,  violated  its  con- 
stitution, then  the  prerogative  could  be  used  with  propriety 
and  effect,  but  in  the  absence  of  such  positive  violation  the 
Governor  wisely  abstained  iVom  its  exercise. 

The  advice  tendered  in  good  fkith  by  the  Government 
having  been  revised,  their  immediate  resignation  followed 
as  a  consequence.  The  new  Government  consisted  of  Wm. 
Tonng,  President  of  the  Council ;  Joseph  Howe,  Provincial 
Secretary;  Adams  G.  Archibald,  AttorneyGeneral;  Jonathan 
McCully,  Solicitor  General;  John  H.  Anderson,  Eeceiver 
General;  William  Annand,  Financial  Secretary;  Benjamin 
Weir  and  John  Locke  being  also  members  of  the  Executive 
Council, 

In  the  month  of  June,  1860,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was 
officially  informed  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  proposed  to  land 
in  Halifax  on  the  thirtieth  of  July  following.  The  intelligence 
having  been  published  was  hailed  with  demonstrations  of 
the  liveliest  satls&ction  by  all  classes,  and  preparations  were 
made  to  accord  to  the  eldest  son  of  our  beloved  Queen  and 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  British  throne  a  reception  becoming 
his  rank.  A  liberal  sum  had  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Governor  by  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  tlie  reception 
and  entertainment  of  so  august  avisitor,  and  the  inhabitants 
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of  Halifax  resolved  that  no  private  expense  abonld  be  spared 
to  make  the  receptioa  encceaafal. 

Hia  Rojal  Highoew  left  England  ou  the  tenth  of  Jolj,  arriTtng  at  St. 
John's,  Newfoundland,  on  the  crrening  of  the  tventj-thlrd,  where  be  was 
T«c«*ed  with  Iba  (tnsteat  entbnriasia.  The  "  Hero"  and  "  Ariadne"  ttu- 
ing  Hia  Royal  Higlmeu  and  enite,  left  St.  John's  on  the  twentf^^istb,  and 
proceeded  to  tjjrdoer,  which  no  intimation  of  tlie  intention  of  the  Prince  to 
visit  bad  reached— the  shipB  anchoring  near  the  minei  at  ten  o'clock  on 
Ihemomiogof  tha  twenty-eiglith.  The  aewi  of  the  Prince's  aniral  apiead 
TBiridly,  and  the  Tolunteen,  most  of  whom  were  colliera,  and  engaged  at 
tli^  occnpalloa  in  Uie  mines,  mn»tered  with  encb  promptneu  and  in  such 
force  as  If  an  Invasion  of  the  island  ware  threatened,  nnder  the  command 
of  their  highly  Mt«em«d  conunandet,  Lieateoant-Colanel  Richard  Brown, 
F.aa.,T.R.Q.S.  HU  Royal  Highneu  inipected  the  volnnteeis,  with  whose 
Boldier-Iike  appearance  he  expressed  himself  highly  satieGed,  desiring  the 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  who  with  all  the  otBeers  were  introduced  separately 
to  the  Prince,  to  ezpraas  to  the  corps  the  pleasure  he  had  derived  from  the 
inspection.  Front  Haliikx  Ur.  Brown  received  a  letter  written  by  command 
of  tha  Prince  by  Major  General  Brace,  thanking  liim  for  his  attentiou  on 
the  occasion  of  His  Royal  Highness'  visit  to  Sydney,  and  sending  for  his 
acceptance  an  engraved  portrait  of  the  Priuce. 

Tme  to  the  appointed  time  theslUps  were  signalled  in  Halifax  on  Monday 
momin^  the  thirtieth  of  July.  On  entering  the  harbor  the  royal  squadron 
was  sainted  by  all  the  forts  in  saccesaion,  and  by  all  the  ghipa  of  wsr.  At 
twelve  o'clock  His  Royal  Highness  left  the  '  Hero,'  and  proceeded  to  land 
at  the  Dock  Tord,  where  he  was  received  by  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
Uilne,  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  Ifajor  Qoneral  Trollope,  the  Judges  of  the 
8u^n]eGaart,tfae  Lord  Bishop  ofNova  Scotia,  the  members  of  the  Ezecn- 
tive  Conficil,  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assem- 
bly, the  Uayor  and  Gorporatioa  of  Halifax,  and  other  dignitaries.  The 
Sixty-second  regiment  formed  the  guard  of  bonor.  Tbea  fallowed  an  ad- 
dress fhim  the  Mayor  and  membera  of  the  City  Council,  read  by  Mr. 
Sutherland,  the  Recorder.  In  replying  to  which  the  Prince  said, — "In 
your  noble  harbor  the  navies  of  Britain  can  ride  in  safety,  whilst  yoa 
prosecute  that  conunerdal  activity  which,  under  their  protection,  would 
seem  destined  to  make  Halifax  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of  the  Wes- 
tern world,  and  to  raise  her  inhabitants  to  a  high  position  ol  wealth  and 
prosperity.  That  such  may  be  the  position  reserved  for  it  by  Providence  is 
my  earnest  hope."  The  Procession  was  then  formed,  consisting  of  the 
Fire  Department  and  Engine  Companies,  and  all  the  leading  societies  in 
the  city— the  stceets  being  lined  by  the  voluntserg  and  the  soldiers  of  tho 
4]larrlson.    The  whole  city  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country 
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inrned  out  to  g[«et  Hia  ROfal  Highness,  aod  during  his  propcas  to 
GoTemmenl  House  he  was  received  with  adegreeofenthasiasm  that  could 
not  be  surpassed.  The  most  pleuiug  feature  of  the  day's  proceediugs,  and 
th«  one  with  which  His  Royal  Highness  was  most  delighted,  was  tbe  Bcena 
presented  in  Baninglon  street,  where  oa  a  raised  platform  vere  present 
fbnr  thooBond  neatly  dressed  children,  flnttering  with  delight  as  the  pro- 
cession passed.  When  bis  Boyal  Highness  appeared  thej  rose  simultans' 
oosIt  and  sung  on  aulhem.  At  its  close  three  hearty  cheers  wete  given 
by  Ihe  children,  and  myriads  of  little  handkerchief^  fiattered  in  the  air. 

The  citizens  vied  with  each  other  in  the  elegance  and 
Bplendor  of  the  decoration  of  their  houses — the  general 
effect  being  admirable. 

On  Taesday,  a  general  review  of  the  troops  of  the  garrison 
and  volunteers  was  held  on  the  common.  In  the  evening 
there  was  an  illnmination,  and  a  ball  took  place  in  the 
Province  Building,  and  was  very  largely  attended.  On 
Thnrsday,  His  Royal  Highneaa  left  the  city,  being  accom- 
panied to  Windsor  by  the  Eifle  Volunteers,  the  Mayor  and 
a  nomber  of  citizens.  The  arrangements  were  excellent, 
and  the  Prince  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with  the 
truly  royal  reception  with  which  he  was  greeted  by  the 
citizens  of  Halifhx> 

*  When  traTelling  recently  in  theSteteof  New  York,  we  were  sorry 
to  obeerve  that  even  amoagat  educated  Ani«iiiana  there  is  prevalent  a 
most  unfavorable,  and,  as  we  l)elieve,aD  utterly  unfounded  impressioa 
respecting  the  morals  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  This  has  been  pro- 
duced by  every  breath  of  calumny,  originatjng  in  the  purient  recesaea 
'  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  or  the  British  lalea,  being  wstled  across 
the  Atlantic  by  newspaper  correspondents  whose  function  seema  to  be 
the  collwtionof  aensational  intelligence  to  gratify  a  morbid  propenaitj 
which  ought  to  be  repressed,  but  which  is  unfortunately  atimulated 
and  nourished  by  a  species  of  flotitioaa  literature,  whose  tendency  is 
to  weaken  the  iutellect  and  cormpt  the  heart  Were  the  character  of 
tbe  Prince  really  such  as  that  indicated,  the  fact  would  be  well 
known  in  Britain,  and  no  such  tender  sympathy  for  him  would  have 
moved  the  national  heart  as  existed,  and  found  unbounded  eipreaaion 
when  he  was  brought  so  near  Che  gates  of  death  that  little  hope  of  his 
recovery  woa  entertained — a  corresponding  elevation  of  national  feel- 
ing taking  place  when  the  crisis  had  passed.  It  would  seem  m  if  the- 
Prince's  illness  were  intended  to  purify  the  atmosphere  of  American 
public  opinion  in  reference  to  His  lU^al  Highneee— whom  God  pre- 
eerra. 
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We  must  now  notice  the  death  of  a  venerable  judge  and 
respected  citizen,  which  occurred  in  this  year.  We  refer  to 
the  decease  of  Sir  Brenton  Halliburton,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Province,  of  whom  a  memoir  was  published  by  Messrs. 
James  Bowes  &  Sons,  in  1864,  the  author  being  the  Sev.  G. 
W.  Hill,  M.A. ;  an  important  contribution  to  the  Provincial 
literature,  written  with  equal  ease  and  elegance  by  one  who 
appreciated  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  departed,  and  who 
has  produced  a  book  f>ill  of  interesting  matter. 

Sir  BreotoD  Hallibarton  -wu  tbe  Mcond  son  of  tbe  Hooonbtc  Dr.  Jolm 
HoIUbnrtoD,  who  for  man;  jetn  wm  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Naral  ITedical  De- 
partment in  Halifax,  and  who  wu  also  a  member  of  Coaacil.  The  Dr.  was 
a  staunch  lojaliet,  and  resided  in  Bbode  Island,  then  a  Britisb  colon;, 
-wbea  BrentoDwu  bom.  At  tbe  time  of  tbeaumader  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
at  Torktown,  in  1781,  Brenton  irat  about  lii  ;eara  of  age.  Hr.  BUI,  bis 
biographer,  records  that,  coming  out  of  Bchool,  he  beard  the  people  calling 
through  the  streets, "  Qood  news  P'  "  Qloriotu  news  I"  Aakiog  tbe  canse 
of  the  C17,  he  was  informed  of  the  snrrtnder  of  tbe  So;aliat  troops,  wfaete- 
upon  be  raised  the  coanter-cr;,  "  Bad  new*,  bad  newil"  An  old  Quaker, 
who  lived  opposite  to  Dr.  flalliborton,  and  bitterl;  diiliked  him  for  his 
loyalt;,  hearing  the  boflBh  shouts,  bustled  out  and  enquired  wbo  ciies  "  Bad 
news  7  "  Seeing  and  bearing  tbe  little  lojaliet  in  tbe  act,  so  exasperated 
were  his  feelings  that  be  actuall;  gave  him  in  charge  to  sc«ne  mLitia  men 
who  were  passing  at  tbe  time,  and  directed  them  to  can;  b'tn  to  the  Jul. 
Tbej  abe;ed  orders  and  led  off  their  dangerous  prisoner  in  trinmpb.  He 
was  not,  bowerer,  long  detained  within  the  walls.  The  jailor'a  wife  hap- 
pening to  bare  been  an  old  servant  in  his  father'B  family,  treated  tbe  little 
ftllow  to  tea  and  cake  and  sent  hitn  home.  After  his  ffttber's  removal  to 
Halifax,  he  was  sent  to  school  in  England,  and  returning  to  Halifax  cod* 
menced  the  stud;  of  the  law.  When  the  Provincial  regiments  were  rused 
during  the  Frencb  Tevolotionar;  war,  Brenton  Joined  the  Nova  Scotian 
Feneiblee,  from  which,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  tate  Doke  of  Kent, 
be  was  transftrced  to  tbe  Seventb  Ro;al  Foslleen,  then  stationed  in  Ha- 
lifax. He  discharged  bis  mililar;  duties  with  marked  fidelity,  but  ulUnwtd; 
abandoned  them  and  reeamed  tbe  profession  of  the  law. 

In  IT89,  Hr.  Halliburton  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  tbe  Sight  Rev. 
Dr.  Charles  Inglis.  Eight  years  tbereafler  be  was  appointed  a  judge  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  1816  became  a  Coundllor—the  members  of 
Conncil  being  twelve  in  number,  and  dischar^^g  both  execntive  and 
legislative  duties.    IalS33,  Ur.  Halliburton  was  appointed  Chief  Jastice  of 
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the  Province,  sod  becama  on  ex  officio  Pnaldeut  of  tbe  Ooancll,  wbicb  po- 
eitioQ  he  held  till  the  year  1838,  when  the  eiecutire  was  Mpaiated  fcoia 
tbe  legifilatiTe,  and  the  Chief  JoBtice  and  Jndgea  ceased  (o  be  members  of 

Ur.  Hailiburton  was  a  member  of  tbe  Oborch  of  England,  bot  was 
friendtf  to  other  Christian  denomlnationa.  As  a  judge  be  discharged  Ms 
fuQCtioDB  with  ahili^i  and  moat  conBcientionsI;.  In  sodal  life  he  was 
'exemplary — full  of  qniet  humour  and  aaecdolc.  A  little  more  than  ajear 
before  his  death,  in  aoBwering  an  addcess  of  coagratula^onftomtheBar  on 
hla  eleTatlon  to  a  knighthood,  he  closed  with  tbe  following  tOQching 
words :  "  And  now,  gentlemen,  accept  of  an  old  man's  aOectionate  prayer 
fer  jour  welbre ;  may  yoa  at  tbe  close  of  lilb  feel  the  great  comfort  of 
haTing  made  your  peace  with  God  through  the  merits  of  your  SaTionr- 
•Ood  bleesyoa  aU."  On  the  siileeoth  of  July,  1860,  and  in  lbs  eighty-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  "  tbe  old  pilgrim," — in  tbe  heaatiful  language  of  his  bio- 
grapher—"  finished  his  coDTse,  and  laid  down  hie  staff;  tbe  soldier  had 
fought  the  fight  and  received  the  crown;  tbe  servant  bad  done  his  work 
And  laid  down  to  rest" 

If  tho  patriotism  and  daring  of  the  soldier  who  Buffers  or 
dies  in  his  country's  Hervice,  or  tho  pnblie  spirit  and  benefi- 
«eDce  of  tho' eminent  citizen  who  spends  the  energies  of  a 
protracted  life  in  woU-doing,  inspire  admiration  and  deserve 
a  permanent  record,  what  shall  we  saj  of  the  man  who 
rosolres  to  devote  himself  to  missionary  life ;  and  after  qua- 
lifying himself  for  tho  work  by  years  of  hard  study,  poring 
over  his  books,  it  may  be,  in  some  obscure  attic,  and  fkring 
anything  but  aumptuously  every  day,  leaves  his  native  land 
in  order  to  consecrate  his  life  to  the  most  self-denying  of 
services — sacrificing  the  society  of  relations,  the  pleasures  of 
friendship,  and  the  amenities  of  civilized  life — truly  offering 
himself  a  living  sacrifice  holy  and  acceptable  to  God,  in  order 
to  christianize  and  civilize  the  heathen — boldly  and  bravely 
with  the  lamp  of  divine  truth  in  his  hand  penetrating  into 
the  dark  places  of  the  earth  which  are  flitl  of  the  habitations 
of  cruelty?  The  conquests  of  such  a  hero  in  the  service  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  girded  with  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  his 
shield  that  of  faith,  and  his  helmet  that  of  salvation,  com- 
mands infinitely  more  admiration  than  those  of  the  most 
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renowned  champioa  that  ever  drew  carnal  weapon,  or  stood 
forth  in  tall  panoplj  to  hear  the  plandite  and  receive  the 
homage  of  admiring  thooBands.  These  obseirations  hare 
been  eoggeated  by  the  intelligence  which  reached  this  conn- 
try  in  the  year  1862,  that  a  missionary  and  his  wife,  sent 
forth  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Lower  ProTincee, 
fell  martyrs  in  the  Island  of  Eromanga,  on  the  twentieth  of 
May  of  the  previous  year.  Though  the  honor  of  giving 
birth  to  George  Nicol  Gordon  belongs  to  Prince  Edward 
Island,  yet  he  labored  in  Nova  Scotia  so  long,  and  was  so 
well  known  there,  that  our  friends  in  the  Island  will  pardon 
us  for  thinking  of  him  as  at  least  partly  belonging  to  the 
Peninsula. 

He  waa  bora  ax  Cucumpec,  now  cidled  Alberton,  an  the  twenty-^nt  of 
April,  1822— being  the  fourth  aon,  &□<!  the  fifth  child,  in  b  famil;  of  niiie. 
Iq  the  antama  of  IBSO,  George  came  to  Nova  ScoUa  with  the  iDteotion  of 
attending  the  educatjoual  institution  at  Horton,  but  meeting  with  itudents 
of  the  Free  Church  Ooliege,  in  tfaeci^,  beahuigedliiBmlndaudieiBaiiied 
in  Hallfas.  Not  being  qu«lified  to  enter  m  a  regolu  Btodent,  Iw  fint 
attended  the  ocadem;  in  connsctlon  witb  Ibe  College.  He  wae  an  eanteat 
Btadent,  and  made  rapid  piogtesa.  In  the  jear  1851  he  attended  the  Tbc- 
ological  Hall  at  West  Rirer,  Picton,  and  thence  went  to  Halifax  wben 
he  oonimenced  his  regular  collece  etadiet.  He  had  a  small  &rm  in 
Prince  Edward  lalaiid,  wUob  he  was  compelled  to  Mil  In  order  to 
be  able  to  proseeale  his  Bindiei.  Writing  to  hii  brother  in  Deeen^wr 
he  laid— "It  is  almost  a  sin  lor  me  to  have  property,  and  to  be  luf- 
feting  from  cold  as  I  am  doing  lUs  winter.  From  the  first  I  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  parting  with  mj  Csnn,  bat  now  I  consider  it  mj  AMj  to  make 
sacrifioesfiirtbesakeof  mjeduoation."  "  Though  his  eorlj  edncation  was 
-exti«nel7limited''reinark«bi8MIowstndent,  the  Kevd.  Robert  Mnin^,  "so 
diligently  did  he  li^r,  and  so  great  was  his  aptitude  for  learoin^  that  in 
the  space  of  five  yeus  he  was  not  only  a  good  English  scholar,  but  had 
made  very  respectable  progress  in  Latin,  Qraek  and  Hebrew,  aod  in  eTCij 
other  department  of  a  liberal  education."  All  this  was  the  more  creditable 
as,  on  the  teatimony  of  the  same  gentleman,  his  attainments  on  enterinf 
the  Free  Church  College  were  scarcely  above  Uie  arerage  of  faitnanoc 
mechanics.  It  was  doubtless  his  deGciency  in  this  respect  that  caused  \m 
proposal  to  derote  himself  to  the  ministry  to  be  at  first  received  coldly  by 
friends  In  whose  ]adgment  he  had  confided.  In  such  circums  lances  notliinc 
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^Qtafinn ruolation, baaed  ona  senw  crfdutj  and conscioug  pow«r,  could 
b&ve  prompted  Ur.  Qordoc  to  p«TseTere.  BIb  excellent  biograptier,&om  whom 
m  deriTs  our  fbcts,  recoula  that  ooe  man  had  for  two  jears  worked  Becratly 
to  accompliah  bia  niin,  from  which  ordeal  he  emerged  icitheless.  Such  vil- 
li^ne,  with  their  eigniGcont  nods,  shaking  ofhead8,aiid  ehnigging  of  ehonl- 
den  are  not  permitted  to  go  btyond  what  Qod  pemiita  in  their  infiunoua 
procednte.  Gordon's  intimate  Mends  knew  the  man,  and  interposed  their 
shield  for  his  protection  from  the  shafts  of  malice,  and  the  iuoeniloes  of 
Bpnriousrirtne.  InlSMUr.  Qordon  wrote  to  hii  brother.  "Iwa  DOwitgularly 
tbroogb  with  mj  philosophical  and  theological  courgeB.  So  jon  Me  what 
penevennce,  with  God's  blessing,  aecompliahes.  I  coold  not  have  thought 
of  such  a  thing  fire  jears  ago.  Then  I  anObred  much,  and  endured  maQf 
hardships,  efpeciaHf  one  winter  iaacoldroon,  and  at  times  ivithoat  anj- 
thing  to  eat,  stUl  1  got  up  the  hitl  difficulty,  for  a  kind  hand  was  near  to 

In  1853,  Ur.  Gordon  called  on  Mr.  3.  L.  Shannon,  the  lecrelarT  of  the 
Bible  Socie^,  to  whom  he  was  a  stranger,  bol  who  tbroogb  the  rough  ex- 
terior of  the  peasant  discOTored  the  elements  of  a  true  man — the  somewhat 
toughaadwomdisdpla— as  he  remarked— soon  toripeo  into  the  true  cbris- 
tian  gentleman.  He  was  dow  engaged  at  a  dt;  missionary— work  which  be 
prosecnled  with  ardour  and  success.  Baring  resolred  to  become  a  mis- 
■ionaTf  to  the  heathen  in  the  South  Seas,  he  addtessed  a  letter  to  the  Revd. 
P.  Q.  McGregor,  offering  himself  for  the  ofBce.    Be  wasdoly  accepted. 

In  1BS3,  Ur.  Gordon,  whose  system  had  been  predisposed  to  disease  ftdm 
hard  stody,  and  the  tainted  atmosphere  which  he  breathed  in  hlg  labors 
ftmong  the  poor,  was  attacked  with  ^boid  (brer.  He  remaJued  long  In  a 
■critical  condition,  but  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  attended  by  the 
Honorable  Dr.  Parker,  nnder  vhose  care  be  lecorered.  He  was  confined 
to  bis  bed  for  seTen  weeks,  expecting  a  faimidable  account  for  professional 
serrices,  but  upon  application  for  the  account,  nceired  it  rreaiptid,  The 
medical  faculty  require  to  be  well  paid  by  those  who  can  affbrd  it,  fbr  aa 
a  body  they  devote  more  time,  which  is  money,  to  charitable  purposes  than 
almost  any  other  prolessioaal  class. 

Visiting  London  previoos  to  his  departure  for  the  South  Seas  he  was  iu- 
troduced  to  Hiss  Powell,  bis  fatare  wife— a  woman  of  genuine  piety  and 
cnltiraUd  mind. 

Ur.  and  Uis.  Gordon  sailed  in  the  "  John  Williams"  in  July,  1S56.  Their 
labors  on  Eromanga  commenced  on  the  seveolh  of  June,  IBGI.  Our  limits 
will  not  peitnit  an  extended  natice  of  the  devoted  energy  and  fidelity  with 
vhlch  they  discharged  their  duties  as  missionaries.  We  can  only  give  the 
particnlars  of  the  closing  scene.  On  the  morning  of  the  twelith  of  Hay, 
1661,  Ur.  Qordon  and  his  wife  worshipped  logethK  for  the  last  time  on 
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eattfa.  BefoTS  the  Tbiog  bdq  had  Attained  aa  elention  to  Admit  i^ 
oat-door  work,  the  miaaioiifuy,  witii  ft  little  butd  of  fonlbfiil  diecipkSr 
leftTing  hii  loirl^  abode  hi  the  keeping  of  tua  devoted  helpmate,  degceoded 
the  hill  to  reniina  hia  votk  at  ft  winter  reudencs  further  down  the  slope. 
At  that  hooae  he  ma  engaged  till  noon.  The  lads  were  at  a  distance 
gathering  giasa  to  cDTGitheroofat  [he  new  dwelling.  AbaudofaaragcB, 
nine  In  all,  with  mnrdwona  intent  drew  nigh.  The;  came  ftom  Bnnldl,  a 
place  tUstftnt  BereQ  or  eight  miles.  In  a  small  tMckat,  aitoaled  batween 
the  abode  on  the  hill,  and  the  new  one  in  conne  of  erection,  eight  laj  in 
amboah,  while  the  ninth,  Narubnloet,  proceeded  to  the  spot  where  the 
ohjeet  of  his  deadly  design  was  at  work,  and  accosted  him  thus  :—"  I 
want  Bome  ctdico  for  myself  and  some  men  waiting  at  the  Uission  House.'' 
Taking  up  a  piece  of  board  the  miasionary  wrote  an  it  with  ft  pioce  of 
chftTSOBl,  "  QItb  these  men  a  yard  of  cotton  each,"  then  handing  it  to 
Xamboleet,  saJd,  "  take  this  to  Mrs.  Gordon,  and  she  will  give  yon  what 
jronwant"  "LoTftwisbes  to  see  yon  to  getsome  medicine  for  asickman, 
yon  had  better  come  yourself,"  replied  the  savage.  "  Sec^  1  have  not  eftten 
yet,  but  never  mind,  I  can  da  so  as  well  at  the  house,"  said  the  □aaospect- 
ing  misalonary,  pointing  at  the  same  time  to  a  plate  on  which  hia  wife  had 
sent  him  some  food. 

Wn^ping  the  plate  in  a  handkerchief  he  started  for  the  house,  followed 
by  the  savage.  The  ambush  teacbed,  the  savage  plnnged  a  tomahawk 
into  hia  nnauapectiag  victim's  spine,  and  be  fell,  atteriog  aloud  otj.  The 
otbera  immediately  roshed  apoD  him  and  all  was  soon  over. 

The  breeze  speedily  wafted  bis  expiring  cry,  mingled  with  savage  yells 
and  flendisb  shouts,  to  the  ear  of  bis  wire.  One  victim  secured,  the  assat- 
sins,  save  one,  remained  to  hack  the  body.  That  one  ran  to  the  honae  to 
seek  the  other  object  on  wtxmi  ttieir  vengeance  mmit  be  wre^ed.  Alarmed 
by  the  noise,  she  hastened  to  an  out-house,  and  standing  there,  listened  witb 
a  flattering  heart  The  murderer  approaching  with  tomahawk  concealed,  aba 
inquired:  "  Gnben,  what  is  the  metier?  what  is  all  that  noiae  about?'' 
"Nothing;  it  is  only  the  boyiplaying,"Cobenrepliee.  "Where  are  the  boytT* 
she  asked,  and  in  her  station  turned  round  to  look,  when  the  mordeier 
seeing  the  opportunity,  struck  his  tomftltawk  in  her  shoulder  blade,  iihe 
fell  on  a  heap  of  grass,  and  one  more  blow  nearly  severed  her  head  &om  the 
body- 

The  cause  of  the  tragedy  was  attribnted  to  a  visitation  of 
meaelea  and  dysentery  which  had  ravaged  the  island,  the 
introduction  and  &tal  effeots  of  -which  the  natives  attri- 
bnted to  the  miaeionary. 
Mysterioos  that  this  tragedy  should  be  succeeded  by  an- 


^d  by  Google 


JOHN  WILLIAUB  THB  UISSIONABT.  41K 

other,  and  that  the  victini  should  be  a  brother  of  the 
previous  martyr.  The  Eev.  James  J).  Grordon  was  bom  at 
Alberton — the  same  place,  and  we  may  suppose,  in  the 
same  house  as  his  brother.  He  studied  under  Professors 
Boss,  McCulloch  and  Lyall  at  Tmra  Under  Doctors  King 
and  Smith  and  fiofessor  McKoight  he  was  pursuing  his 
theological  course,  when  he  received  inteltigeuco  of  the 
murder  of  his  brother  and  Hre.  Gordon.  He  hastened  home 
to  comfort  his  mother,  but  the  painful  news  did  not  make 
him  swerve  from  bis  determination  to  become  a  miBsionary. 
Having  offered  his  services  to  the  Board  of  the  New  He- 
brides Mission,  they  were  accepted,  and  he  sailed  in  the 
Dayspring,  with  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Morrison  ao-A  McCnIlagb, 
in  1863.  He  chose,  as  the  field  of  his  labors,  the  island  od 
which  his  brother  perished.  For  eight  years  he  was  a  faith- 
ful worker  on  the  island,  but  in  1872,  in  visiting  native 
parents  who  had  just  been  bereaved  of  their  children,  they 
charged  him  with  witchcraft,  and  tomahawked  him  on  the 
spot— thus  adding  another  martyr  to  those  who  bad  already 
perished.  The  mother  of  these  honored  men  thus  lived  to 
receive  the  tidings  of  another  son  sacrificed  at  hia  post,  and 
she  has  the  deepest  sympathy  of  all  Christians  to  whom  her 
doable  bereavement  is  known: 

The  first  missionary  who  perished  at  Eromanga.was 
John  Williams,  sent  forth  to  the  South  Seas  by  the  London 
Missionary  Society  in  1818.  Ho  returned  to  England  on  a 
visit  in  1834,  and  in  1837  published  his  fascinating  book, 
"A  Narrative  of  Missionary  Enterprise  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,"  which  commanded  a  sale  of  thirty-eigbt  thousand 
copies  in  five  years.  Setumlng  to  the  scene  of  his  labors, 
be  visited  Eromanga  in  the  year  1839.  He  landed  on  the 
island  on  the  twentieth  of  November,  when,  in  trying  to 
conciliate  the  natives  by  offering  them  presents,  be  was 
clubbed  to  death.  At  the  time  he  visited  Britain  the  writer 
of  these  lines  was  a  boy,  and  well  does  he  remember  the 
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portly  form  of  John  Williama  ae  he  preached  a  Bdrmon  in 
the  town  of  Greenock,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  his 
proceedings  in  the  South  Seas.  In  appearance  he  would 
pass  as  a  good  representatiTe  of  John  Bull.  In  person  he 
was  remarkably  stout,  but  had  a  fine  countenance,  which 
eparkled  with  kindness  and  intolligence,  as,  in  the  most 
simple  style,  he  narrated  the  thrilling  incidents  in  his  event- 
ful life. 

In  December,  1861,  Prince  Albert  died  of  a  fever,  which 
was  understood  to  have  originated  ih>m  having  slept  in  a 
damp  room  when  on  a  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  Cam- 
bridge. It  was  afterwards  increased  by  attending  a  review 
•of  the  Eton  Tolunteers.  No  one  coold  have  performed  the 
dntiee  of  his  high  station  more  satisfactorily.  Pure  in  life, 
highly  intellectual  and  well  informed,  lofty  in  his  aapimtions, 
and  ever  active  and  energetic  in  his  efforts  to  advance 
science,  and  stimulate  the  industrial  energies  of  the  country, 
he  died  universally  regretted,  and  with  a  reputation  un- 
sullied. The  LieutenantrGovemor  having  received  official 
information  of  the  death  of  the  Prince,  a  "Gazette  Extra- 
ordinary" was  issued,  in  which  the  Civil  Officers  of  the 
Government  and  Her  Majesty's  subjectB  in  Nova  Scotia  were 
invited  to  put  themselves  in  mourning,  as  a  tribute  of  re- 
spect for  His  Boyal  Highness. 

On  the  twelfth  of  January,  1861,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
store  where  the  new  Province  Building  now  stands,  and  to- 
tally destroyed  two  blocks.  The  year  1857  was  ushered 
in  by  a  great  conflagration,  which  swept  away  the  business 
part  of  Hollis  street,  part  of  Granville  street,  and  destroyed 
St.  Matthew's  Church;  and  on  the  ninth  of  September 
1859,  the  most  destructive  fire  ever  known  in  Halifax  oc- 
curred in  Granville  street.  Before  it  was  extinguished  over 
one  million  dollars  worth  of  property  was  destroyed.  Whilst 
these  fires  were  regarded  as  serious  calamities  at  the  time 
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of  their  occTurence,  yet  they  cleared  sites  for  the  handsome 
buildings  which  now  grace  the  city,  and  also  led  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  Pire  Brigade,  which  is  now  in  point  of 
efficiency  and  esprit  de  corps  eqoal  to  any  on  the  continent 
of  America. 
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iDternational  Exhibition  of  1862 — CoDtributiooa  fh>m  Nova  Scotia — 
Excellence  of  the  fruit — Formation  of  the  Fruit  Growers'  Asao- 
ciation— Death  of  Hugh  W.BIackadder— General  election  of  1863 
— Defeat  of  the  Government — The  newadminietratioD — Theopen- 
)Dg  of  the  Legislature— Debate  on  Dr.  Tupper's  BducaUon  Bill — 
Remarks  on  the  educational  qneetion — Death  of  Dr.  A.  Oesner — 
Appointmsnt  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Johnston  to  the  office  of  Judge  in 
Equitj — Re-construction  of  the  Government. 

Thb  Imperial  CommisBioners  of  the  International  Exhibi- 
tion held  in  LoiidoD  in  1862,  having  Bent,  in  March,  1861, 
to  the  Colonial  Govemmente  an  invitation  to  have  their 
respective  Provincea  represented,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
Qovemment  of  XoVa  Scotia  to  respond  to  the  invitation, 
and  -with  that  view  they  constituted  a  Board  of  CommiB- 
ioners,  consisting  of  gentlemen  acqoainted  with  the  re- 
sources of  the  Province,  of  which  the  Provincial  Secretary 
was  chairman';  Mr.  A.  Mackinlay,  vice-chairman,  and  Mr. 
R  G.  Haliburton,  secretary.  Public  meetings  in  connection 
with  the  movement  were  held  in  the  Prorioce,  and  commit- 
tees were  appointed  on  minerals,  mannfactores,  natoral 
history,  agricultnre  and  fish,  of  which  Andrew  Mackinlay, 
Jam^  Thompson,  J.  Matthew  Jones,  Dr.  Forrester  and 
Benjamin  Weir  were  respectively  chairmen.  The  Secretaryi 
Mr.  Halibnrton,  and  Dr.  Howe,  the  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  King's  College,  visited  many  of  the  towns  of  the  Pro- 
vince, holding  meetings,  and  showing  the  importance  of 
every  section  of  the  Province  contribntuig  to  make  the 
coming  exhibition  creditable  to  its  resonrces  and  indnstry. 
The  valoable  services  of  Dr.  Honeyman  were  secured  fbr 
the  geological  and  mineral  department. 

The  Committeea  worked  with  vigor  and  deteiminaUoD,  and  wlib  nmark- 
able  sneceu,  considering  the  Bbort  period  allowed  for  the  prosecntion  of 
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^heir  lalMrs.  Tbe  coal  fields  wen  npreMntcd  bj  Mren  large  ipccimena 
ftom  the  dlfl^nt  localitieti,  the  most  remarkable  being  ttom  the  Albion 
miiieB,  FiclOD,  the  vein  ftom  which  the  Bpedmen  exhibited  was  talcen  being 
■oua  of  the  la^^t  in  the  world,  its  Tertieal  Bection  being  from  Ihirtj-three 
to  thirt7-3iz  feet.  There  weie  also  tplendid  samples  of  coal  from  the  Sldnej 
miiM,  the  Lingon  mines,  Olace  Bay,  and  the  Fraaer  mine,  with  some  oH 
Coal&omtbeFmzermiaeand&om  Patrick's  mine.  The  iron  made thxa  the 
ores  obtained  from  the  Acadian  lion  Wtaka  was  illustrated  by  foor  spaci- 
ineua  of  pig  iron,  also  bj  ban  of  iron.  The  TV'thm'  correspondent  haring 
attacked  the  Prorincial  Oommisdonen  iter  the  Bpecimens  of  iron  ore  ex- 
hibited, which  were  in  really  only  Becond,  if  not  equal  in  qnalltj  to  the 
best  Swedish  brands,  Dr.  Honejnun  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Uniaeke  sent  replies 
which  vera  no^  howerer,  inaerlad.  The  Timet  was  donbtless  ashamed  of 
the  blnnder,  and  not  dispoaed  to  damage  Its  repntation  for  scienttGc  ac- 
cnmc;  by  a  withering  exposure  of  the  ignorance  of  its  oonespondent. 
That  a  medal  was  not  awarded  for  the  Acadian  iron  wag  eolel;  attribnt- 
able  to  the  drcnmstaDce  that  one  or  two  of  the  director  of  the  Acadian 
Charcoal  Iron  Compaoj  were  appidnted  as  jnrars  on  uvn,  consequently  the 
prodnctions  of  tfae  Oompanj  were  ineligible  for  competition. 

The  repreaentation  of  the  Geology  and  Hineralogj  of  the  FrOTince  was 
declared,  by  the  Louden  Btvita,  ta  be  more  exhaustive  than  that  of 
Canada,  while  that  of  the  latter  was  more  exbaustiTe  than  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  representation  of  minerals,  collected  and  arnn^  by  Pro- 
feaior  Howe,  was  approved  by  two  juries — the  Educational  Jury,  and  the 
Jnry  of  Glass,  Mining,  and  Uetftllurgy,  while  the  valnoble  geological 
collection  of  Dr.  Boneyman,  illustrated  by  a  map,  was  highly  appreciated 
by  the  scientific  world. 

The  llsh  of  the  Proriace  were  represented  by  specimens  preserved  by  J. 
X.  Joncf^bynMBiis  ofalconol,  in  clear  glass  jars— which  mode  of  preserva- 
tion was  fbirad  to  be  effective,  the  specimens  excited  admiiation,  and 
conUnned,  according  to  the  Interesting  report  of  Dr.  Honeyman,  as  fresh 
during  the  Exhibition  as  when  tbey  wet«  prepared. 

A  casa  of  birds,  sent  by  Ur.  Downs,  formed  an  attractive  otgect  in  the 
ExhibitioD ;  great  skill  being  manifested,  not  only  in  the  peiftct  preserva- 
tion of  the  plnmage  of  the  birds,  but  in  their  peculiarly  natural  attitude,  a 
characteristic  of  tfae  art  in  which  Mt.  Downs  excels. 

That  Nova  Scotia  commanded  a  high  position  at  tbe  Exhibition  ia  Indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  she  woaawarded  either  medals  or  honorable  mention 
in  foorleen  clasns  or  sections,  being  only  siitpaesed  in  this  respect  l^y 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wolea-a  moat  wonderfhl  result  considering  the 
veiy  limited  extent  of  tbe  Province  as  compared  with  the  great  majority  of 
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the  otbei  competiag  colonies,  and  proTiag  tb&t  Ifavk  ScotU  atands  iu> 
surpMsed  in  tbe  Tarie^  and  extent  of  ita  reiontceB  bj  zaj  other  coanttT 
of  eqna)  extent  in  the  world. 

Specimens  of  frnit  had  been  sent  from  Nova  Scotia  to  tlw  InbanationaT 
Exhibition,  bat  u  it  had  to  be  preaerred  till  Uaj  before  being  exhibited 
considerable  deterioration  both  in  qualitj  and  color  was  the  conseqneDcc ; 
bal  the  Ko^al  Horticaltnral  Society  haying  arranged  to  hold  a  great  inter. 
national  Bhovr  of  roots,  Auits,  and  cereals  in  October,  IS63,  in  London,  it 
nas  resolved  to  make  an  appeal  espedallj  to  the  fmit  growers  of  the  Pro- 
rioce  to  exhibit  samples  of  theit  orchards,  while  at  tbe  same  time  the 
committee  desired  to  forward  other  agricnltoral  prodoctions  whieh  might 
be  thought  worthy  of  exhibition.  This  appeal,  nade  b;  ^rcnlar,  was  re- 
sponded to,  and  artacgemeaiB  completedfor  tbe  baumisnon  of  packages. 
The  apples  were  arranged  in  flat  tcayi  with  parlitioni,  and  packed  in  drj 
bran,  which  was  foond  to  answer  admirablj.  "  A.  difficulty  arose,"  wtot« 
Mr.  Haliborton,  the  indefatigable  secretai;  of  the  committee  in  his  Ttif 
interestiDg  report,  "  in  namiog  the  diff^ut  sorts  of  apples,  thT«e  of  them 
having  been  sent  without  any  names  attached,  and  appearing  to  b«  new 
Tarieties.  Under  these  dicnmstancea  tlie  committee  took  tbe  liberty  of 
giving  tbem  names,  under  tbe  imptession  that  they  would  never  hear  again 
of  the  spedmens  in  qaestion,  for  tbo  ntmost  expected  was  that  tbe  coUee- 
tioaas  awbolemigbtbe  approved  of,  as  the  product  of  a  colony  supposed, 
abroad,  to  be  nnsaited  for  tbe  growth  of  fVoit  Mr.  D.  Henry  Btarr  ang 
gested  the  name  of  tbe  'Chebncto  Beauty' — for  a  very  pretty  apple  of  a 
clear,  transparent  white  ground,  marked  with  red.  Another  was  deeigna- 
ted  the  '  Nova  Scotia  Seedling,'  since  changed  by  the  Boyal  Horticnltaral 
Society  into  the  '  York  and  Lancaster';  and  a  third  was  designated  '  tbe 
Morning  Star.'  It  strangely  enough  happened  that  these  three  varietiet 
attracted  espedal  attention  and  admiration.  Full  descrlpdons  hav« 
been  published  respecting  them.  The  Royal  Horticultural  Society  bae 
given  one  of  them  the  honor  of  a  colored  engraving  in  their  prooeedingi 
for  January  ;  and  the  Secretary  has  intimated  to  the  Oommittee  that  it  ii 
possible  that  the  representation  of  a  second  may  hereafter  appear." 

"LittleexpectingSQch  a  result,"  coDtloaesUr.  Haliborton,  "the  Commit^ 
tee  In  the  g^at  hurry  of  preparation,  kept  no  memorandum  of  tbe  cootii- 
bators  of  these  three  varieCieg,  nor  any  descriptions  of  them.  Had  they 
anticipated  the  result,  they  might  have  thought  it  advisable  to  have  had 
photographs  taken  of  them,  though  this  was  scarcely  pmcticable  from 
there  being  hardly  time  to  have  the  articles  pRcked  in  readiness  for  tba 
steamer  foe  England."    We  qoote  hew,  however,  the  very  gratifying  enco- 
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miDm  piud  to  the  '  Ghebacto  Beaatf '  which  coming  [h)in  ft  paper  edited 
by  Dr.  Llndley,  one  of  the  rer;  MghcBt  ftuthoritiea  od  horticulture,  is  au 
hoDOi  that  will  donbtlws  b«  prodactiTe  of  profit  as  well  as  pleasare  to  the 
fbrtnnats  person  who  contribnted  the  apple  in  qoegtion— "  beauiifol,  iiow- 
ever,  aa  tbem  rarietiefl  nndonbtedlf  miut  be  admitted  to  be,  that  which 
(eemed  to  pouesa  tin  greateit  interett  in  the  ejeg  ofTisitors  who  iaapected 
them,  WM  a  lott  called  '  Ohebacto'— the  Indian  name  for  Haliiai  harbor 
— a  ronnd  apple  about  the  medium  size,  poBsesstng  a  ikiu  m  white,  and 
eTCB  more  traniparent  than  that  of  the  Pommede  Neige  of  llie  French, 
charmii]gl;r  flaked  ejid  mottled.  Than  this  nothing  in  ili  way  could  pos- 
sibly b«  handsomer.  Aesoeiatad  with  it  was  anothar  carnation  rariety, 
cf  smaller  slse  called  the  'Kotb  Scotia  Seedling';  but  though  more 
Btrikinglj  fiaked  than  that  just  named,  it  is  bj  no  means  so  brilliant  or 
attractive." 

The  show  was  about  to  close  when  the  Sort,  Scotia  coatributions  ar- 
rived. On  being  onpacked  tlie  committee  of  management  were  astonished,. 
and  prolonged  the  show  for  a  tew  dajs,  In  order  to  give  tlie  public  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  specimens  of  fruit  which  surpassed  In  beanty,  and 
possibly  equalled  in  Qavor,  any  exhibited  at  the  Qreat  Intemational  Fruit, 
Boot,  and  Qourd  Show.  Thousands  of  persons  in  whose  imagioations- 
NoTa  Scotia  was  associated  with  bleak  and  barren  coasts,  almost  per- 
petaally  shrouded  in  mist,  aod  redolent  of  piscatory  odours,  were  aston- 
ished to  £nd  eridence  of  its  b^g  a  fine  agricnltoral  country,  with  a  cli- 
mate capable  of  prodnciog  flmit  superior  to  any  of  which  the  most  favored 
spots  in  the  South  of  England  coold  boast.  "  The  Nova  Scotia  collection," 
said  the  Tinut,  "  is  in  itself  worthy  of  a  visit.  It  Is  small,  but  the  beanty 
of  the  apples  beats  anything  we  have  ever  seen."  "  We  smiled,"  said  the 
HorticaltDTBl  Society  in  their  Report,  "when  we  read  in  tlie  Halifax 
Morning  Sun  the  complacent  announcement  that  the  fruit  which  had  been 
sent '  woold  rathet  astonish  onr  English  friends  ]'  but  our  inorednlity  has 
been  rebuked,  and  we  acknowledge  that  we  have  seen  nothing  in  the- 
Exhibition  that  has  astonished  us  more  than  the  Nova  Scotia  fruit"  The 
Oardencr'a  CItTonieU e^i :  "Our  readers  and  the  visitors  to  the  recent 
fruit  shows  of  the  Royal  Qorticoltural  Society  canuot  have  forgotten  the 
anrpassing  beauty  and  equal  excellence  of  the  apples  contributed  by  the 
great  colony  of  Nova  Scotia.  Certunly  nothing  like  them  tiad  been  pre- 
vioosly  seen  at  auy  public  eibibmoa  in  this  country." 

The  signal  encceas  of  the  Nova  Scotian  frait  exhibition  ia 
Ijondon,  for  which  the  Government  had  declined  to  grant 
any  pecaniary  aid  in  the  abeence  of  LegiBlative  authority 
— a   tenderness  of  governmental    conscience  which,  con- 
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aidering  that  the  sum  required,  and  for  which  application 
had  been  made,  was  only  three  hundred  and  SSiy  dollars,  is 
very  rarely  indicated  when  porpoaea  of  a  less  nseM  and 
patriotic  nature  are  to  be  served — enggeeted  the  idea  of  a 
permanent  Horticnltnral  AssociatiOD.  A  meeting  was 
accoi^ingly  held  in  the  Masons'  Hall,  numerously  attended 
by  iknners  and  fruit  growers  residing  in  the  counties  of 
Halifax^Hante,  Kings,  and  Annapolis,  when  R.  Q.  Haliburton 
occupied  the  chair,  D.  Henry  Starr,  being  Secretary,  and 
resolutions  with  the  view  of  forming  such  an  association 
were  moved  and  seconded  by  Bichard  Starr,  Moses  Shaw, 
Eev.  John  Storrs,  and  Dr.  C.  0.  Hamilton.  To  the  procoed- 
inge  of  the  important  association  thus  inangorsted,  we  owe 
the  spirit  of  emulation  tifct  animates  our  iWiit  growers,  and 
the  magnificent  display  of  tWiit  which  is  annually  presented 
at  their  exhibitions.  It  is  only  due  to  £.  G.  Halibnrton  and 
David  Henry  Starr  to  record  that  to  their  united  deter- 
mination and  energy  in  conjunction  with  the  readily 
accorded  aid  of  the  fruit  growers,  the  Province  is  mainly 
indebted  for  its  celebrity  as  a  fruit  growing  country,  as  well 
as  the  origin  of  the  Fruit  Growers  Association.  Nor  can  we 
forgot  to  mention  that  to  the  late  Hon.  C.  E.  Preseott 
belongs  the  honor  of  having  imported  the  fruit  trees,  the 
production  of  which  attracts  so  much  notice.  Itmaygratai\' 
our  Canadian  readers  to  know  that  most  of  our  trees  have 
been  acclimatized  in  Canada  'West,  or  the  United  States. 
Except  the  Ribston  Pippin,  no  English  apple  imported 
direct,  has  succeeded.  Our  best  table  apple,  the  Gravcnstein, 
was  fipBt  brought  from  Canada  West.  Mr.  Preseott  imported 
grafts  from  Italy  and  France,  and  also  some  supplied  by 
Mr  Knight  of  the  Eoyal  Horticultural  Society,  but  they  had 
almost  all  feiled  or  degenerated.  The  name  of  Preseott 
will  descend  to' posterity  with  an  odour  sweet  and  perennial 
as  that  of  the  fruit  he  introduced,  whilst  scores  whom  the 
Almighty  had  blessed  with  the  means  of  advancing  the 
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JQtereets  of  their  coontry,  bat  failed  to  do  it,  will  be  un- 
honorod  and  forgotten. 

la  tbe  jBOT  1863  died  Hugb  W,  B!&ckad«r,  proptietoc  of  the  Acadian 
Beeorder.  Hs  ma  born  in  Jtuauj,  isoe,  bting  ft  grandson  of  one  of  the  • 
lojaJiats  who  left  the  United  StKtes  at  the  time  of  the  rebellioa.  Be  be- 
came a  printer'^  bo/ &t  the  age  of  twelve,  in  the  office  of  John  Munro,  who 
at  that  time  and  for  many  yean  Bubaeqnentlj  pablished  (he  Balffax 
Journal.  In  the  year  I83T  Hr.  Blackader  became  connected  with  John 
England  in  the  condoct  of  the  Sieonkr,  whicb  bad  been  estaUisbed  aa 
earl;  as  1813  by  Ur  Holland,  and  continued  proprietor  of  that  jonmal  till 
hia  death. 

Mr.  Blackader  wag  identified  wiUi  the  Befbnn  moTement  inaugurated  in 
Nora  Scotia  bj  Joseph  Howe,  and  having  been  a  feUow  appraotice  of  that 
gentleman  naturally  fbllowed  his  standard  in  tbe  crusade  for  Beaponaible 
GoTemmeat,  devoting  the  colnmiu  of  the  Jtteordir  to  the  disseminaUoQ  of 
theviewBof  tbe  new  part;.  The  paper  under  his  management  was  coo- 
dacled  with  much  ability,  and  numerous  communications  poeaesstng  high 
literary  and  ai^nmenlatire  powers  appeared  in  its  pages,  white  in  point  of 
'^pography  and  accurate  reading  it  had  few  euperiors  in  England.  Al- 
though Ur.  Blackader  did  not  personally  came  to  the  fhint  in  the  keen 
political  contesU  of  the  day,  be  wielded  great  influence,  b^g  confidentially 
comulted  by  Mr.  Howe  and  other  prominent  politicians  about  questions  of 
importance  as  they  arose.  His  ezteasire  political  knowledge  and  sound 
judgment  canied  great  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  the  party  with  which 
he  was  identified.  Mr.  Blackader  had  a  rich  store  of  aoecdotes  coDoecled 
with  tite  atirring  events  of  the  period  referred  to.  He  died  deeply  regretted, 
after  an  honorable  career  as  a  public  joornalist,  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  Gfly-nine  years. 

A  general  election  took  place  in  the  year  1863,  when  the 
Government,  of  which  Mr,  Howe  was  the  leader,  waadefeated 
at  the  polls.  Their  reeignation  waa  consequently  tendered, 
and  Mr.  JohnBton  entrusted  with  the  construction  of  a  new 
adminiBtration — the  Executive  Council  consisting  of  J.  H, 
Johnaton,  Charles  Tapper,  W.  A.  Henry,  James  McKab, 
Isaac  Le  Veaconte,  John  UcEiinnOD,  Alexander  McFarlane 
And  S.  L.  Shannon.  J.  W.  Johnston  was  Attorney  General, 
Dr.  Tapper,  Provincial  Secretary,  W.  A.  Henry,  Solicitor 
General,  James  McNab,  Seceiver-General,l8aac  I*  Vesconte, 
Pinancial  Secretary,  Jamea  McDonald  being  appointed 
Commissioner  of  Sailways. 
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The  new  House  met  on  the  fonrth  of  Febrnari*,  1864,  and 
was  opened  by  Major  General  Doyle,  who  had  been  appointed 
Administrator  of  the  Province  in  room  of  the  Earl  of  Mul- 
grave  who  had  retired.  After  the  election  of  John  C. 
Wade,  aa  Speaker,  Hia  Excellency,  in  his  opening  speech, 
said  that  the  importance  of  consolidating  the  inflaence  and 
advancing  the  common  progress  of  the  three  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, whose  interests  were  so  closely  identified,  had  for 
some  time  attracted  a  large  share  of  pnblic  attention,  and 
he  proposed  to  submit  a  proposition  in  which  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  would  bo  invited,  with  a  view  to  the  union 
of  the  three  Provinces  under  one  Government  and  Legisla- 
ture. He  also  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  increasing 
provision  should  be  made,  and  improved  legislation  adopted 
for  the  wider  diETusion  of  education  among  all  classes  of  the 
people,  and  the  attention  of  both  Houses  would  shortly  be 
invited  to  a  meaanre  having  that  object  in  view. 

The  Education  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Provincial 
Secretary  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  in  an  able  speech 
explaining  its  provisions.     He  stated — 

Tbat  when  an  tbi  opposition  benches  tvro  jeora  ago,  he  had  called  tbe 
attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  important  facts  diaclosed  bj  the  censnj 
Tecentif  taken  in  reference  to  the  educational  condition  of  the  conatrj, 
pointing  out  tb>t  tt  large  amount  of  ignorance  eiialed,  and  stating  tint  be 
conudered  the  question  of  education  of  such  importance  and  interett  that 
it  WM  tbe  imperative  dutj  of  all  parties  to  uoite  io  efl^eting  an  improre- 
meat  Tbe  first  thing  proposed  in  tbe  Bill  which  he  now  snbmitt«d  was 
the  establiahment  of  a  Council  of  Public  Inatniction.  Difficulty  was 
eiperienDed  in  determining  wlio  should  be  the  Oonncil,  but  after  utxions 
deliberaUoQ  it  was  thought  that  the  BiecutiTo  Council,  at  all  time*  respoa- 
Bible  to  (he  people,  could  perform  the  importaot  functioDS  of  tbe  position 
mote  efBcieDtl7  tban  Aaj  other  bod?  that  could  be  selected.  It  would  be 
acknowledged  thatjlD  order  to  secnie  efficiency  In  tbe  department  of  public 
instiucUon,  tbe  services  of  aqaalifi«dBaperintendeiiC,wbo should  discbarf^e 
the  important  duties  of  examinjng  and  reporting  on  tbe  educatioaal  stAte 
of  ever;  locality  in  the  Province,  were  ludispenaible.  It  was,  therefore,  pro- 
posed to  appoint  such  an  officer,  under  whose  direction  there  would  be  a 
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Btftff  of  paid  Snepeclora,  whose  duly  woald  consist  in  periodicallj  iospecUng 
all  the  scbooli  within  tbeir  reepectiTe  disttleU.  It  was  also  proposed  to 
appoint  a  Bowd,  with  the  tIbw  of  suryoying  and  arranging  all  the  school 
districts,  adapting  the  aubdirlsion  of  them  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
coantry.  Examiners  were  also  to  be  provided  for  each  district,  one  of 
whom  should  be  the  lospector— their  dnty  beiog  to  ascert^n  the  quallSca- 
cations  of  applieaDia  for  license  to  teach.  By  this  means  It  was  hoped  the 
statns  of  the  Machers  would  be  materially  raised.  It  was  also  intended 
that  one  of  the  Troatees,  who  shonld  be  charged  with  the  special  business 
of  management,  shonld  receive,  as  remuaeraUoa  for  his  services,  a  moderate 
commission  on  the  money  collected. 

The  Bill  also  provided  greater  fadlities  for  the  carrying  ont  of  the  prin- 
ciple  of  assessment,  and  a  premiom  of  twenty-fire  per  cent  was  to  be 
offered  to  every  school  Ibnnded  on  the  assessment  principle  and  declared 
(toe.  In  order  to  meet  the  aecessiliea  of  the  poot«r  districts,  the  Bill  pro- 
vided that  one-fifth  of  the  entire  amount  placed  at  the  disposal  of  each 
Board  of  CommissionerB,  shonld  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
schools  in  the  spaisely  settled  districts,  in  addition  to  the  amount  to 
which  they  were^  entitled  under  the  law.  It  was  proposed  to  classi^ 
the  teachers,  according  to  tbeir  proGdency,  and  to  pay  theoi  without 
reference  to  the  wealth  and  populaUon  of  the  district  hi  which  tbey 
might  be  located. 

Snch  is  an  epitome  of  the  explanation  made  by  the  Hon- 
orable Dr.  Tapper,  in  introducing  this  important  measure, 
which  was  received  with  considerable  fttvor  by  the  opposi- 
tion. Mr.  A.  G.  Archibald,  seconded  by  Mr,  H.  Blanchard 
and  others,  contended,  however,  that  the  Execntive  Council 
ought  not  to  be  constituted  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  ■ 
"  Hitherto  "  said  Mr.  Archibald  "  it  had  been  the  aim  of  all 
parties  to  keep  the  subject  free  from  political  influence,  hut 
he  would  ask  what  surer  mode  could  be  adopted  to  accomplish 
that  which  they  had  long  striven  to  avoid  than  to  make  the 
Executive  Government  a  Council  of  Public  Instruction  ?  If 
they  turned  to  the  Canadian  system  or  anyother,  they  could 
not  find  a  single  instance  of  similar  power  being  granted  to 
the  Executive  as  that  contained  in  the  first  clause  of  the 
bill.  Surely  in  the  Province  nine  men  could  be  found  of  suflS- 
cient  intelligence,  education  and  standing  to  form  a  Board 
of  Education  without  having  to  draw  upon  the  Executive  for 
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material.  The  same  objectioD  applied  to  die  Connly  In- 
Bpoctora.  There  woald  be  twenty-three  of  these  cdBcers  re. 
ceiving  a  large  sam  of  money,  and  all  deriving  their  appoint- 
ments directly  from  the  Government.  It  would,  therefore, 
be  only  natural  to  aappoee  that  they  would  be  more  or  less 
influenced  by  political  feelings.  In  Canada  these  tAcers 
were  appointed  by  municipal  authorities,  as  was  the  caee 
with  the  Buperintendent.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  tbe 
Government  would  accept  these  observations  in  tbe  spirit 
in  which  they  were  offered,  and  would  ao  amend  the  bill  in 
Committee  as  to  make  it  meet  the  approbation  of  all. 

In  the  event  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  PnbUc  In- 
struction being  selected  apart  ftom  the  Executive  Cooncil 
various  difficulties  would  be  encountered.  In  the  first  place 
they  would  require  to  be  paid,  more  particularly  if  a  portion 
of  them  were  under  the  necessity  of  coming  from  thecoontry 
to  attend  to  the  onerous  duties  of  their  ofBce.  Again,  if  they 
belonged  to  the  city,  the  counties  would  be  up  in  arms 
against  partiality  in  Atvor  of  Hali&x.  If  the  selection  were 
made  solely  on  the  ground  ofcompetency,  considerable  diffi- 
culty would  be  experienced  in  finding  men  of  force  wbo  had 
not  identified  themselves  with  one  or  other  of  the  political 
parties.  Perhaps  no  body  of  men  more  suitable  for  the 
position  could  be  selected  than  the  members  of  tbe  Execu- 
tive Cooncil  for  the  time  being,  aa  their  responsibility  to  the 
people,  whose  eyes  constantly  upon  them,  guaranteed  to 
6ome  extent  the  conscientious  discharge  oftheirdufyi  It  is 
true  that  the  Government  of  the  day  may  abuse  its  high  and 
sacred  educational  functions  by  appointments  made  from 
political  considerations,  independently  ofcompetency,  but 
there  is  a  moral  retribution  attendant  on  such  abuse  of 
power,  for  when  the  incompetency  of  the  officer  becomes 
manifest,  the,Goveniment  suffers,  its  own  character  being,  tO' 
a  considerable  extent,  determined  in  public  estimation  by  the 
character  and  abili^  of  the  officers  it  may  appoint. 


^d  by  Google 


TBI!  KDBOATIOMAL  ACT.  427 

The  inefSciency  of  the  edncatiODal  BjBtam  that  previoosly 
existed  in  the  Province  wae  proved  by  the  cenBus  of  1861 — 
the  facts  brought  to  light  prodncing  a  profound  impreesion 
on  the  thinkipg  portion  of  the  community.  Of  a  popolation 
of  three  hundred  thoosand  over  the  age  of  five  years,  there 
were  eighty-one  thouaand  who  coald  not  read,  being  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  entire  population  of  the  Province.  Of 
eighty-three  thooeand  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  there  were  tbirty-six  thoosand  who  could  not  read. 
The  number  of  children  attending  school  in  1863  was  only 
thirty-one  thousand,  so  that  there  were  in  the  Province  in 
that  year  fifty-two  thoutand  children  growing  up  without 
any  educational  ironing  whatever.  The  Dominion  census 
was  taken  in  April,  1871,  and  as  we  write,  in  1873,  only  one 
volume  of  the  five  of  which  it  is  to  consist  has  reached  this 
Province,  whi(:h  prevents  our  instituting  a  comparison  of 
the  present  educational  condition  of  the  country  ae  com- 
pared with  that  of  1861.  The  value  of  such  statistics  de- 
pends to  a  large  extent  on  the  promptitude  with  which  they 
are  published. 

The  Educational  Act  of  I86i  was,  unquestionably,  one 
of  the  most  important  measures,  bearing  on  the  moral 
andj  material  interests  of  the  Province,  that  was  ever 
introdaced.  It  struck  at  the  very  root  of  most  of  the 
evils  which  tend  to  depress  the  intellectual  energies  and 
moral  status  of  the  people.  It  introduced  the  genial  light  of ' 
knowledge  into  the  dark  recesses  of  ignoranoe,  opened  the 
minds  of  thousands  of  little  ones — the  fkthere  and  mothers 
of  coming  generatione — to  a  perception  of  the  true  and  the 
beautiful,  and  placed  Kova  Scotia  in  the  &ont  rank  of  conn- 
triee  renowned  for  comuKm  school  educational  advaatages. 
Stracge  that  Britain  should  have  remained  so  long  in  the 
rear-  InScotland,  indeed,  every  parish  has  had  fbr  many  gen- 
erations ite  school,  its  edsoational  endowment  and  its  Pree- 
byterial  inspection,  but  in  England,  as  well  as  Ireland,  not 
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«ven  the  embryo  ofa  systeni  worthy  of  tiie  name  of  national 
odacation  existed,  before  Joseph  Lancaster  began  his  labors 
in  London,  in  1808.  It  -was  not,  indeed,  till  1833  that  the 
British  Government  deigned  to  consider  the  subject  at  all, 
-when  tbe  Privy  Coancil  began  to  make  email  granta  in  aid 
of  school  buildings.  La  1839,  a  Conimitt«  of  Council  on 
Education  was  formed,  and  a  system  of  Governmental  inspec- 
tion of  schools,  receiving  assistance,  was  instituted.  Since  that 
period  a  growing  public  opinion  has  compelled  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  Britain  will  soon,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  come  up  to  Nova  Scotia  in  common  school  educational 
advantages  I 

In  Prussia,  the  educational  force  of  the  country  is  as  com- 
pletely and  rigidly  centralized  in  the  Government  as  electri- 
city in  a  telegraphic  battery.  Hence  the  Prussian  system 
of  education,  though  extended  in  its  ramifications  to  eveiy 
section  of  the  country,  has  become  a  mechanical  element  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  In  Holland  and  in  France 
the  systems  are  more  under  local  management,  while  in  the 
United  States  the  question  of  education  is  never  mooted  in 
the  General  Congress,  being  left  entirely  to  the  several 
States.  Though  our  system  is  not  by  any  means  brought 
to  perfection,  yet  oven  the  Great  Fatherland  might  take  a 
lesson  &om  unpretending  and  modest  Acadia  in  the  business 
of  common  school  instruction. 

In  recently  visiting  some  of  the  public  works  of  tlie  city  we 
have  met  with  a  considerable  number  of  fine  young  men  who 
were  unable  to  read  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  schools 
in  the  localities  in  which  they  were  brought  up  in  their  boy- 
hood. The  remedy  for  this  evil  is  the  formation  of  evening 
classes,  where  apprentices  and  others  may  receive  iustruc- 
tionin  the  elementary  branches  of  education.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  steps  will  be  speedily  taken  to  establish  these  classes  m 
various  sections  of  the  city  of  Halifax,  ae  well  as  in  the  more 
populous  country  towns  in  the  Province. 
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In  the  year  1864,  Abraliam  Geanar,  M.D.,  well  knovn  in 
the  BritiBh  North  American  Provinces,  and  the  neighbouring 
Eepnblio  for  his  scientific  attainmeatB,  died  in  Haliikx. 

Dr.  Qesner  was  tbsion  of  ColoDet  G«8Der,  anaUTeof  Bockland  Oonnt;, 
y.  v.,  anil  wu  boni  towuda  the  close  of  the  lost  ceaturj  in  CotawolUs. 
At  the  close  of  the  AmeriCui  war,  Dr.  GMaer'B  &tber,  wbobadbeenanen- 
tbnsiastic  Loyalist,  and  who  had  lost  all  hia  pro  pert;  in  coDseqnence  o^ 
bis  attachment  to  the  British  throne,  bad  settled  with  a  twin  brother  in 
NoTa  Scotia.  In  early  life  young  Qesner  Tisited  Sonlh  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  and  was  twice  shipwrecked  in  makmK  voyaget  to  parts  of  the 
world  where  he  conld  gratify  hia  propenaily  for  natural  hiatory,  and  in- 
crease his  general  store  of  Dsefol  knowledge.  He  afterwards  went  to  Bri- 
tain, and  studied  medicine  under  Sir  Aatley  Cooper  and  the  celebrated 
Abemetby.  In  183S  he  was  employed  in  a  Geological  survey  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  Bronswlck,  which  was  discontinoed  in  1343  somewhat  ab- 
ruptly, in  oonaeqaenc*  of  dispntes  between  the  Executive  Ooremment  and 
the  Legnlatoie.  Ba  bad  oollccted  a  mnseua  of  natural  hlit«ry  which  is 
now  the  property  of  the  St.  John's  Uechanic^  InetitnK.  The  Doetor  ac- 
companied Sir  Charles  Lyell  on  his  geolmtical  tour  through  Nova  Scotia. 
He  will  contiane  t«  be  celebrated  as  the  first  discaveret  of  Rerosecie  oil 
and  the  mode*  of  eilracttng  oils  from  coal  and  other  bitnmeoous  snbstan- 
cea.  He  established  in  New  York  two  eztensive  manofactories  of  oil, 
and  waa  the  instrument  of  promoting  trafBe  in  that  article  in  many  parts 
of  the  world.  The  Doctor's  brain  was  ever  aeUve,  and  his  pen  constantly 
employed  in  giving  the  world  the  benefit  of  its  prodnct  His  sdentiGc 
works  are  clear  and  solid,  and  many  of  them  highly  appreciated  by  men 
competent  to  fbrmacorrect  opinion  as  to  their  character.  aesner,though_be 
taad  not  the  advantages  of  early  acholastic  training,  yet  by  application  he 
conquered  the  difficnmes  incident  to  the  deficiency,  and  attained  to  honor, 
asefolness  and  eminence. 

A  reconstruction  of  the  Govemment  became  necessary  on 
account  of  the  appointment  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Johnston 
to  the  office  of  Equity  Judge,  and  Jndge  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  Honorable  W.  A.  Black,  who  had  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  Legislative  Council  for  eighteen  years,  and  who, 
on  account  of  advancing  years  and  failing  health,  was  un- 
able to  attend  regularly,  offered  to  resign  his  seat,  with  the 
request  that  it  might  be  offered  to  J.  W.  Bitchie.  The 
Honorable  W.  A.  Henry,  the  oldest  member  of  the  House 
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and  who  had  held  prominent  offices  ander  different  Adminis - 
trations,  succeeded  Mr.  Johnston  in  the  post  of  Attorney- 
General.  Mr.  Bilchie  was  appointed  to  a  seat  in  the 
IjegiBlative  Council,  and  also  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council  with  the  Solicitor-Generalahip.  The  elevation  to 
the  Bench  of  Mr.  Johnston  was  regarded  with  general 
satisfoction.  He  had  fiiithfiilly  and  uninterruptedly  repre- 
sented the  county  of  Annapolis  for  twenty  years,  and 
though  a  staanch  and  tmcompromising  party  politician, 
never  transgressed  the  rules  of  honorable  political  war&re. 
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Arrival  of  Governor  MaoDonnell — Dr.  Tupper'e  resolutions  respeoting 
the  union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces — Previous  history  of  Con- 
federation—Proposed  conference  at  Charlottelown,  P.  E.  I.— 
Political  partiea  in  Canada — Arrival  of  delegates  from  Canada 
at  Charlottelown — Proposed  union  of  the  British  North  American 
Provincee — Banquet  to  the  delegatea  at  HaUfax — Convention 
at  Qnebec — Adoption  of  John  A.  Hacdonald'a  rCBolutions — 
Public  meeting  inHalifhz  respecting  the  Quebec  scheme — Colonial 
Secretary's  despatch  to  the  Oovemoi^ General  relating  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council — The  Canadian  Ix^isUture 
address  Her  Ui^tj  in  fbvor  of  union  — Opposition  to  the 
measure  in  New  Bran  snick— Change  of  policj  in  New  Brunswick 
—Debate  on  Dr.  Tupper's  resolutions  advocating  union  of  the 
British  Provinces  in  North  America— The  conference  of  delegates 
at  London — The  amended  resolutions. 

Sis  Richard  Grftves  MacSoimell  having  been  appointed 
Lieuteoant-GoTemor,  arrived  in  Halifax,  in  Jano,  1864,  and 
assamed  the  government  of  the  Province. 

Dr.  Tapper  introduced  a  r^olntion  in  the  AsBembly, 
bearing  on  the  imion  of  the  Muitime  Provinces ;  but  before 
giving  any  det^ls  as  to  the  action  of  the  Legielature  on  tho 
sabject  daring  the  sesBion  of  1864j  it  is  necessary  that  a 
brief  statement  of  the  previous  history  of  Confederation 
should  be  given. 

It  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  determine  the  exact  period 
when  the  subject  of  a  anion  of  the  Provinces  of  British 
Jforth  America  was  first  publicly  mooted.  As  we  have 
Already  incidentally  stated,  Francis  Nicolson,  who  was  ap- 
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pointed  Governor  of  New  England,  in  1688,  waa  an  advocate 
for  the  confederation  of  the  British  North  American  Prov- 
inces for  pnrpoaes  of  defence.  Chief  Justice  Sewell, 
of  Quebec,  in  181i  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
in  which  he  proposed  a  Federal  Union  of  British  North 
America.  The  subject,  however,  .did  not  become  a  public 
question  until  the  publication  of  Lord  Durham's  fieport, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Honse  of  Commons  in  1839. 
When  ho  arrived  in  Canada  he  was  in  favor  of  a  Federal 
Union — that  is,  a  union  in  which  the  separate  Legislature  of 
each  Province  would  be  preserved  in  the  form  in  which  it 
then  existed,  and  retain  all  its  attributes  of  internal  legisla- 
tion, in  contradistinction  to  a  legislative  onion,  which  wonW 
imply  a  complete  incorporation  of  the  Provinces  included  in 
it  under  one  Legislature,  exercising  universal  and  sole  legi«- 
lativo  authority  over  all  of  them,  in  exactly  th«  same  manner 
as  the  British  Parliament  legislates  for  the  whole  of  the 
British  Isles.  Lord  Durham  based  his  advocacy  of  a 
legislative  union,  which,  after  due  deliberation,  he  preferred 
on  the  following  cODsiderations :  that  it  would  enable  the 
Provinces  to  co-operate  for  all  common  purposes;  that  it 
would  t«nd  to  form  a  great  and  powerful  people,  possessing 
the  means  of  securing  good  and  responsible  government  for 
themselves,  and  which,  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Empire,  might  in  some  measure  counterbalance  tiie  prepon- 
derant and  increasing  influence  of  the  United  States  on  the 
American  Continent.  He  did  not  anticipate  that  a  Colonial 
Legislature  thus  strong  and  self-governing  would  dcsire  to 
abandon  the  connection  with  Great  Britain.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  believed  that  the  practical  relief  trom  undue  inter- 
ference which  would  be  the  resujt  of  such  a  change,  would 
strengthen  the  present  bond  of  feeling  and  interest,  and 
that  the  connection  would  only  become  more  durable  and 
advantageons,  by  having  more  of  equality,  of  fl^tedom,  and 
of  local  independence.    He  also  believed  that  the  moreased 
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|K>wer  and  weight  that  wonld  be  givon  to  the  Colonies,  bo 
far  Srom  endangering  their  connection  with  the  Empire, 
would  he  the  means  of  fostering  such  a  national  feeling  as 
wonld  effectually  counterbalance  whatever  tendencies  might 
exist  towards  separstion.  On  the  ground  of  tbe  common 
foreign  relaticme  of  the  Provinces,  as  well  as  their  existing 
internal  relations,  he  advocated  a  legislative  union. 

The  first  federative  union  which  took  place  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  America,  was  that  which  embraced  Massaohusetts, 
Plymonth,  Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  and  was  con- 
Bommated  in  1648,  its  object  being  protection  from  the  en- 
croachmont  of  the  French  and  Dutch,  security  against  the 
savages,  and  the  protection  of  religions  liberty ;  its  affitirs 
being  conducted  by  two  Commissioners  from  each  colony, 
irrespective  of  size  or  population. 

Though  the  subject  of  a  union  of  the  Amarican  Provinces 
was  discussed  by  the  British  American  League,  in  Toronto, 
in  1849,  yet  the  first  legishitive  dlacuasion  on  the  subject 
took  place  in  the  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia  in  the  year  1854, 
when  Mr.  Johnston  moved  that  the  union  or  confederation 
of  the  British  provinces  on  just  principles,  while  calculated 
to  perpetuate  their  connection  with  the  parent  State,  wonld 
promote  their  advancement  and  prosperity,  increase  their 
strength  and  infiuence,  and  elevate  their  position— that  his 
EzooUency,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  by  address,  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  make  known  to  the  Queen,  and  to  the 
Governments  of  the  sister  Provinces  of  Canada,  New 
Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  his  opinion,  and  the 
desire  of  the  House  to  promote  tiie  object ;  and  that  his 
Excellency,  by  correspondence  wiUi  the  Lnperial  and 
Provincial  Governments,  and  all  other  means  in  his  power,  be 
urged  to  &cilitate  the  consideration  of  a  measure,  which,  if 
matnred  on  principles  satis&ctory  to  the  several  Provinces, 
■and  calculated  to  secure  their  harmony,  and  bring  into 
action  their  consolidated  strong,  most  result  in  benefits  of 
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inestimable  value.  Mr.  Johnston  delivored  a  long  and  able 
speech  on  the  sabject.  Hs  eaid  that  the  hindrance  to  a 
union  which  would  probably  be  found  the  most  difficult  of 
removal  voald  result  &om  real  or  supposed  differences  of 
interest  in  r«tetion  to  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  tariff. 
But  if  arrangements  of  this  nature  neceesaiy  for  the  common 
good  should  oppose  in  some  particulars  the  policy  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  union,  it  might  well  be  supposed  that  more  than 
a  compensation  would  be  found  in  the  advantage  of  anniforra 
system  embracing  all  the  colonies,  and  conferring  on  each 
the  privilege  and  benefits  of  unfettered  intercommnnica- 
tion,  which  at  present  was  not,  and  could  not  easily  be 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  Howe  also  spoke  at  great  length  on  the  sabject  of 
the  resolution ;  advocating  Colonial  representation  in  the 
Imperial  House  of  Commons  in  preference  to  any  other 
remedy  for  existing  evils. 

In  1857  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  charged  two 
delegates,  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Archibald,  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Labouchere,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
on  the  subject  of  union,  when  they  wore  informed  that  the 
decision  of  the  question  must  rest  mainly  with  the  colonies 
themselves  immediately  interested,  the  delegates  being 
given  at  the  same  time  to  understand  that,  in  the  event  of 
harmonious  action,  no  obstacle  to  the  consummation  of  a 
union  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  Imperial  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  1858  Mr.  Gait  became  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Ad- 
ministration, and  urged  that  the  question  should  be  taken 
up  in  earnest  It  was  consequently  intimated  in  the  speech 
which  closed  the  Session,  that  during  the  recess  the  Home 
Government  would  lie  formally  approached  on  the  subject. 
Messrs.  Cartier,  Gait  and  Bose  were  accordingly  deputed  to 
confer  with  the  Imperial  Government,  and  requested  authori- 
ty for  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  each  of  the  colonies  t« 
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deliberate  upon  the  anbject.  Sir  Edward  Bnlwer  LTtton, 
■who  was  then  Secretary,  replied,  that  whilst  tie  Govern- 
ment would  be  glad  to  authorize  such  a  conference,  it  was 
necesaary  that  a  desire  to  that  effect  should  be  expressed  by 
all  the  colonies  interested  to  hold  it  , 

Mr.  P.  S.  Hamilton,  subseqacntlj  Commissioner  of  Mines, 
had  published  two  well  written  pamphleto  on  the  union  of 
the  colonies,  and  also,  in  1860,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Doke 
oi  Newcastle  on  tho  same  subject.  Dr.  Tupper  also  lectured 
on  the  topic  to  large  audiences  in  New  Brunswick  and 
Nora  Scotia,  and  towards  the  close  of  the  Session  of  1861 
Mr.  Howe,  then  leader  of  the  Government,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Assembly — "  The  subject  of  a  union  of  the  North  American 
Provinces,  or  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  having  been  from 
time  to  time  discussed  in  all  the  colonies  ;  and  while  many 
advantages  may  be  secured  by  such  a  union  either  of  all  the 
Provinces  or  a  portion  of  them,  many  and  serious  obstacles 
are  presented,  which  can  only  be  overcome  by  mutual  con- 
sultation of  the  leading  men  of  the  colonies,  and  by  freo 
communication  with  the  Imperial  Government,  it  is  there- 
fore resolved  that  Bis  Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Gktvemor 
be  respectfully  requested  to  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  the  Governor  General,  fljid 
the  Lieutenant  Governors  of  the  North  American  Colonies, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  the  opinions  of  the  other  colonies,  with  a  view  to 
tho  enlightened  consideration  of  a  question  involving  the 
highest  interests,  and  upon  which  the  public  mind  of  all 
tho  colonies  ought  to  be  at  rest.  In  transniitting  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Colonial  Office  Lord  Mnlgrave  remarked,'that 
as  an  abstract  question  tbe  union  of  the  North  American 
Provinces  had  long  received  the  support  of  many  persons  of 
weight  and  ability,  but  as  &r  as  he  was  aware,  no  practi- 
cal mode  of  carrying  out  the  proposed  union  had  ever  been 
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propoeed.  The  question  had  &SB<unod  various  ehapes  and 
proportions,  some  advocating  a  Federal  nniott  of  the  whole 
of  BritiDh  North  Amerioaj  some  a  Legislative  union  of  the 
Lower  Provincea.  With  all  this  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  character  which  the  union  should  assume,  the  feeling  in 
favor  of  a  union  of  some  sort  was  decidedly  on  the  increase 
in  the  Province.  Under  these  cironnistaDcos  his  Govern- 
ment was  of  opinion  that  a  meeting  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  different  Provinces  should  take  place,  in  the  hope  that, 
after  full  deliberation  and  disouseion,  some  practical  scheme 
might  be  devised  to  which  public  attention  might  be  direct- 
ed in  the  future  consideration  of  the  Bubject. 

La  reply  to  the  despatch  in  which  these  sentiments  were 
expressed,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  Colonial  Secretary, 
said  that  no  one  coold  be  inseneible  to  the  importance  of  the 
two  measures  alluded  to,  and  he  was  far  from  cousidering 
that  they  did  not  form  a  very  proper  subject  for  calm  de- 
liberation. They  were,  however,  of  a  nature  that  rendered 
it  necessary,  if  either  was  proposed  for  adoption,  they  should 
emanate,  in  the  first  instance,  fVom  {he  Provinces,  and  should 
be  concurred  in  by  all  of  them  which  it  would  affect.  He 
could  see  no  objection  to  any  consultation  on  the  snbject 
amongst  the  leading  members  of  the  Governments  coo- 
cemed;  but  whatever  the  results  of  such  consultati^m  might 
be,  the  most  satisiactoTy  mode  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  British  North  America,  would  probably  be  by 
means  of  resolution  or  address  proposed  in  the  Legislatnre 
of  each  Province  by  its  own  Government. 

The  sanction  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  a  general 
conference  of  leading  men  connected  with  the  Provinces 
having  been  thus  obtained,  Mr.  Howe  addressed  a  circular  to 
the  Provincial  Secretaries  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick, 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  in  August,  1862,  in  which,  t^ter 
explaining  the  action  of  the  Government  and  Legislature  of 
Nova  Scotia  with  respect  to  the  subject,  ho  said  he  had  been 
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charged  to  ascertain  whether  the  respective  Governments 
addreaaed  were  prepared  to  appoint  delegates,  who  would 
meet  in  some  central  place  aboat  the  middle  of  September. 
This  circnlar  led  to  no  praotical  resnlt ;  bnt  in  1864  tiie 
Government  of  Nova  Scotia  again  took  action  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  Dr.  Tnpper  moved  and  carried  in  the  Assembly,  in 
thAt  year  a  resolution — to  which  reference  was  made  at  the 
opening  of  this  chapter — to  the  effect  that  an  address  sbonld 
be  preeenled  to  His  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government,  requesting  him  to  appoint  delegates — not  to 
exceed  five — to  confer  with  delegates  who  might  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  fbr  the  purpose  of  considering  tiie  subject  of 
the  union  of  the  three  Provinces, under  one  Govemmeut  and 
Legislature ;  such  union  to  take  effect  when  confirmed  by 
the  Legislative  enactments  of  the  various  Provinces  inter- 
ested, and  approved  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  The 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams  G.  Archibald. 

ThoProvincial  Secretary,  Dr.  Tapper,  had  recently  visited 
Canada,  and  felt  convinced  that  the  rivalry  and  contention 
existing  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  French  races  there, 
as  well  as  the  suspioion  with  which  both  regarded  the  Kan- 
time  Provinces,  rendered  union  of  idl  the  Provinces,  in  the 
meantime,  hopeless.  While  he  held  that  the  union  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  and  Canada  under  one  Government 
would  be  desirable,  if  it  were  practicable,  he  believed  that 
the  difficulties  at  present  in  the  way  to  union  were  beyond 
hsman  agency  to  remove.  He  said,  however,  that  circum- 
stances— which  seemed  to  loom  in  the  distance-^might  at 
no  remote  period  render  a  union  not  only  practicable,  but 
absolutely  necessary. 

Itesolntions  of  similar  import  to  those  submitted  to  the 
Assembly  of  Kova  Scotia,  were  submitted  respectively  to 
the  Legislatm-es  of  New  Srunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island,  and  adopted.    Delegates  were  accordingly  appointed 
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hy  each  of  the  Provinces,  and  a  Conference  appointed  to  be 
held  in  Charlottetown,  where  the  whole  of  the  delegates  met 
on  the  flrttt  of  September. 

In  the  meantime  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  tactics 
of  contending  political  parties  in  Gftnada.  In  the  Parlia- 
mentary seasioD  of  1863,  the  two  great  parties  in  the 
Canadian  Parliament  were  pretty  eqaidly  balanced.  In  that 
year  a  diseolutioD  of  the  House  took  place,  and  when  the 
new  House  assembled  in  the  following  year,  it  was  fonnd 
that  their  relative  strength  bad  not  undergone  any  material 
change;  and  the  Government,  finding  it  impossible  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  country  with  any  degree  of 
efficiency,  resigned ;  and  in  March,  1864,  a  new  Administra- 
tion under  Sir  E.  P.  Tache  was  formed.  The  new  Govern- 
ment experienced  the  same  difficulties  in  the  conduct  of 
business  as  tbeir  predecessors,  and  the  leading  men  of  both 
parties  became  convinced  that  a  reconatmction  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  prevent  a  dead  lock. 

John  A.  MacDonald,  George  Brown,  and  other  leaders  of 
the  two  political  sections  met,  and  agreed  on  a  basis  of  re- 
constraction,  resolving,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  their  respective  supporters,  to  "unite  in  socuring,  if 
possible,  a  confederation  of  all  the  British  North  American 
Provinces.  The  Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  having  received  a  despatch  fh>m  the  Govern or- 
General  asking  whether  the  Conference  at  Charlottetown 
wonld  be  willing  to  rceive  a  deputation  from  the  Canadian 
Govommont,  in  order  to  give  it  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing its  sentiments  regarding  the  proposed  anion,  the 
respective  Governments  addressed  agreed  to  the  proposal. 
A  deputation  accordingly  proceeded  to  Charlottetown,  con- 
sisting of  John  A.  MacDonald,  George  Brown,  Geoi'ge  E. 
Cartior,  Alex.  T.  Gait,  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee,  Hector  L. 
Langevin,  Wm.  McDongall,  and  Alexander  Campbell.  The 
Convention  having  hoard  by  telegram  of  the  departure  of 
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the  Canadifin  deputation,  reeolved  to  wait  ita  arrival,  and  to 
hear  its  proposals  before  proceeding  to  the  bnsiness  forwhich 
they  were  to  meet.  The  deputation  arrived,  and  after 
having  been  introduced,  HessTB.  HacDonald,  Brown,  Gait  and 
Cartier  addressed  the  Convention  at  great  length  on  the 
advantages  that  woold,  in  their  opinion,  result  from  a  more 
comprefaenBive  anion  than  that  which  the  delegates  of  the 
Maritime  Provinces  were  assembled  to  consider.  Having 
heard  the  statements  of  the  depntation,  which  had  occupied 
the  entire  time  of  the  Convention  for  two  consecaUve  days, 
it  was  deemed  expedient  that  the  delibersttons  should  be 
suspended,  in  order  that  a  decision  should  be  taken  with 
respect  to  the  more  comprehensive  union  which  had  been 
proposed. 

It  was  determined  to  meet  again  at  Quebec,  and  with  the 
view  of  giving  effect  to  that  re60lution,tho  Governor  General 
of  Canada  invited  representatives  from  the  Governments  of 
the  various  Provinces,  to  meet  there  in  October. 

Before  leaving  Prince  Edward  Island  the  hospitalities  of 
the  Island  were,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  composed 
of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  extended  to  the 
Convention  and  their  iHends— whose  capacity  for  social 
enjoyment  seemed  in  no  degree  diminished  by  the  onerous 
responsibilitieB  and  cares  of  office. 

The  delegates  left  Charlottetown,  in  the  month  of 
September,  in  the  Victoria,  a  steamship  belonging  to  the 
Canadian  Government,  for  Halifax,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  following  day,  and  where  a  sumptuous  banquet  was  held, 
Br.  Tapper  being  Chairman,  and  W.  A.  Henry,  Yice^air' 
man.  The  banquet  was  attended  by  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor Sir  Kichard  Graves  MacDonnell,  Sir  James  Hope,  Vice- 
Admiral,  and  a  large  number  of  leading  citizens.  The 
speech  of  the  evming  was  one  by  Geoi^e  Brown,  President 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada,  in  which  the  question 
of  union  was  discussed  with  great  clearness  and  Boeoe. 
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Leaving  Hftlifax  the  moraing  after  the  banquet  the  dele- 
gates proceeded  to  FrederiotOD  where  an  informal  conference 
■was  held.  The  delegates  were  entertained  in  St  John,  at  a 
dinner,  given  by  the  New  Brunswick  representatlvea,  the 
Chair  being  occupied  by  Colonel  John  Hamilton  Gray,  the 
Vice-Chair  by  Charles  Waters,  Solicitor-General  of  the 
Pwrinoe. 

The  Convenaon  met  at  Quebec,  on  the  tenth  of  October, 
1864,  in  the  Farliameni  House  of  old  Canada.  Sir  Etienne 
P.  Tacb^,  Premier  of  Canada,  was  nnanimously  cboeen 
President,  and  Major  Hewitt  Bernard,  Prirate  and  Confi- 
dential Secretary. 

After  dne  consideration  it  was  resolved  that  the  proceed- 
ings should  be  condacted  with  closed  doors.  It  "was 
contended  that  if  newspaper  reporters  were  admitted,  the 
same  fi*eedom  as  to  expression  of  opinion  could  not  be  used, 
and  thB,t  delegates  whose  sentiments  might  undergo  a  change 
in  the  course  of  debate  might  lay  themselves  open  to  the 
charge  of  inconsistency,  if  tiie  views  to  which  Aoj,  in  the 
first  instance,  had  given  expression  were  published. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  votes  should  be  taken  by 
Provinces,  and  not  by  members. 

On  the  second  day,  John  A.  MacDonald  submitted  a 
series  of  resolutions,  which  wore  adopted  by  the  delegates  of 
the  various  provinces. 

It  vat  resolred  that  the  future  prosperitj  of  Btilisb  North  AmeiiH 
would  b«  best  promoted  b;  &  Federal  Unioa  tinder  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
t^,  provided  SDch  Qmou  coold  be  eShcted  on  priociplcB  just  to  the  teratl 
ProTiaces.  In  the  federation  of  th*  SritiBb  Nonh  American  Prorincet  it 
VM  considered  that  a  Kaii«i»l  OoTeniaieDt,  SI  well  u  local  Govenunenl  for 
each  of  the  Proiisoes,  were  beii  adi^tted  for  gecuring  auceoBsful  legisla- 
tioQ.  It  was  proposed  that  the  executlTe  authority  should  be  Tested  inUie 
British  SoTereign,  acd  admimatered  io  conformitj  with  the  Btitish 
constitution  by  the  Sovereign  personallj',  or  by  a  represeDtatiTe  dnlj 
BQtboriied — the  Borerai^,  or  the  repnsentatlTe  of  the  Sotbi*!^  beinf 
commander  in  obief  <tf  the  land  and  na'nU  nmUia  forces— that  there  ahoald 
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be  a  KflDeral  legislature  for  tbe  federated  ProTinoeg,  compoBed  of  a  Legigla- 
tiTe  Conndl  nod  a  Hoiue  of  Commoiii.  The  federated  ProTincee  irere  to 
cODsiat  of  fire  diTiaione — Upper  Canada,  Lower  Canada,  Ifova  Scotia, 
New  BruQBwick  and  Prince  Edward  Island — each  divigion  having  an  eqnal 
representation  In  the  Legislative  Cooucil.  Upper  Canada  was  to  be  repre- 
sented in  tha  Legislatife  Coandl  by  tweaty-Toor  members.  Loner  Canada 
by  twenty-fonr  memben,  and  the  three  Marrtime  Prorhieaa  by  tweaty-fonr 
members,  of  which  Nova  Scotia  should  hare  ten.  New  Bmnswiok  ten,  and 
Frioce  Edward  Island  four  members— the  colony  of  Newfouudlaod  betoi: 
entitled  to  enter  the  proposed  anion  with  a  represeulatioa  !□  the  Legisliv- 
tive  Coancil  of  four  members. 

The  members  of  tke  Legislative  Ooimcil  were  to  hold 
office  for  life — the  seat  of  any  counoillor  foiling  to  attend  for 
two  euccesfiivo  seBsiODB  of  Parliament  becoming  vacant. 

The  baais  of  representation  of  the  Provinces  in  the  Houae 
of  Commons  was  to  reat  on  popalation,  as  determined  by 
the  official  ccosis  eveiy  ten  yeare — the  number  of  members 
consisting  at  first  of  one  hnndred  and  sLxty-fonr,  distributed 
as  follows  :  Upper  Canada  eighty  two,  Lower  Canada  sizty- 
Sve,  Kova  Scotia  nioeteen,  Xew  Bmnswick  fifteen, 
Newfomtdluid  mght,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  five. 

Bach  were  soeae  of  tdie  leading  princi^des  embodied  in  the 
resolations  submitted  by  John  A.  UacBoQald,  and  adopted 
by  the  Conveotion. 

The  Convention   closed  its  sittings  at  Quebec  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  October,  and  during  its  stay  in  the  city  ' 
was  treated  with  the  utmost  hospitality.    Montreal,  Ottawa 
and    Toronto  also  subsequently  extended  to  It  their  hospi- 
talities. 

On  the  return  of  the  delegates  to  Halifax,  a  public 
meeting  was  called  by  the  Mayor,  in  accordance  with  a 
requisition  from  a  number  of  citiKena,  in  order  to  give  the 
delegates  an  opportunity  of  presentjng  an  exposition  of  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Quebec,  when  Dr.  Tupper, 
Jonathan  McOnilly  and  A.  G.  Archibald  made  elaborate 
speeches,  which  were  fully  reported  in  the  newspapers.    A 
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large  and  influential  meeting  was  also  held  Id  opposition  to 
the  scheme  propounded  at  Quebec,  at  which  the  question 
wae  discassed  with  much  ability  by  "Wm.  J.  Sturs,  Alfred 
G.  Jones,  William  Annand,  W.  Miller,  and  P.  Power.  It  is 
only  &ir  to  8tat«  that  some  of  the  financial  arguments  of 
these  gentlemen  were  unanswerable,  and  led  in  no  small 
degree  to  eubeeqnent  improvementa  in  the  scheme,  effected 
through  the  more  immediate  instrumentality  of  Mr,  Howe 
and  Mr.  McLelon. 

The  Governor-General,  Lord  Monck,  lost  no  time  in 
transmitting  the  resolutions  adopted  at  Quebec  to  tho 
Imperial  Government,  which  were  hailed  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, both  by  the  Government  and  Press  of  Great  Britten. 
On  tho  resolutions  being  considered  by  tho  Government, 
Mr.  Gardwell,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  ad- 
dressed a  despatch  on  the  third  of  December,  1864,  to  the 
Govemoi^General,  in  which  he  said  that  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment had  given  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention  their 
most  deliberate  consideration.  They  had  regarded  them  as 
'  a  whole,  and  as  having  been  designed  by  those  who  had  framed 
them  to  establish  as  complete  and  perfect  a  unioa  of  the 
whole  Provinces  into  one  Government  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  a  due  consideration  of  existing  interests  would 
admit.  They  apcepted  them,  therefore,  as  being,  in  tho 
'  deliberate  judgment  of  those  best  qualified  to  decide  upon 
the  subject,  the  best  framework  of  a  measure  to  be  passed 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament  for  attaining  that  moat  desirable 
result. 

There  wore  two  points  of  importance  which  appeared  to 
the  Government  to  require  revision.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  provision  contained  in  tho  forty-fourth  resolution ;  with 
respect  to  the  exercise  of  Uie  prerogative  of  pardon.  It 
appeared  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  this  duty  be- 
longed to  the  representative  of  the  Sovereign,  and  could  not, 
with  propriety,  be  devolved  upon  the  Lieutenantljoveniors, 
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who  would,  under  the  preaenb  Bcheme,  be  appointed,  not 
directly  by  the  Crown,  bat  by  tiie  centra]  government  of  the 
United  Provinces. 

The  second  point  which  the  British  Qovemment  desired 
shonld  be  considered  was  the  constitution  of  the  Legisiative 
Conncil.  They  appreciated  the  considerations  which  had 
inflaenced  the  conference  in  determining  the  mode  in  which 
that  body  shonld  be  composed.  Bnt  it  appeared  to  them  to 
reqnire  f^irther  consideration  whether,  if  the  members  were 
appointed  for  life,  and  their  nnmber  were  flzed,  there  would 
be  any  sofficient  means  of  restoring  harmony  between  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  popular  Assembly,  if  it  ever 
shouhl  unfartanately  happen  that  a  decided  difference  of 
opinion  should  arise  between  them. 

The  contingency  anticipated  in  the  second  objection  was 
not  provided  for  in  the  Union  Act,  as  nnder  a  distinct  pro- 
vision Senators  hold  their  places  for  life.  It  is  well  known 
that  not  a  few  of  the  past  appointments  made  under 
successive  Administrators  were  not  grounded  on  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  consideration  of  public  questions 
by  the  persons  appointed,  but  on  considerations  alien 
to  the  effective  discharge  of  duties  which  require  rare  ability 
in  their  Ailfllment,  so  that  no  matter  how  incompetent, 
indolent  or  nnprogresaive  a  Senator  may  be,  he  continues  in 
office  for  life,  occupying,  it  may  be,  a  place  for  which  nature 
never  intended  him,  and  proving  himself  a  legislative 
excresence  without  either  ornament  or  use. 

The  Canadian  Legislature  met  in  February,  1865,  when 
the  report  of  the  Convention  was  discussed  in  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  and  a  resolution  submitted  to  them,  re- 
spectively, to  the  effect  tliat  an  address  should  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  she  might  be  pleased  to  cause 
a  measure  to  be  submitted  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  for 
the  purpose  of  uniting  the  colonies  of  Canada,  Kova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Newfoundland  and  Prince  Edward  Island 
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in  one  GoverameDt,  with  provisions  based  on  the  resotatioiiB 
pssBed  at  Qnebec.  After  a  protracted  discnesion  the 
resolutiotk  was  passed  by  large  majorities. 

The  scheme  did  not  meet  with  the  same  d^ree  of  favor 
in  Kew  Bronswick,  for  an  election  having  taken  place  before 
the  qnestion  vras  dJscnraed  in  the  Hoose,  a  large  minority 
was  retorned  opposed  to  confedemtioD. 

The  opposition  of  the  people  of  New  Brunswick  was 
regarded  as  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  consommatlon  of  anion, 
and  the  prominent  promoters  of  it  in  Nova  Scotia  deemed  it 
pradent,  in  conseqnence,  to  delay  the  legislative  considera- 
tion of  theqneatioQ.  But  Dr.  Tupper  proposed  in  the  Assembly 
in  1865,  a  reeolotion  to  the  effect  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances an  immediate  union  of  the  British  American 
Colonies  having  become  impracticable,  and  a  legislative 
union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  being  desirable,  wfaeliier 
the  larger  union  was  acoomplished  or  not,  that  ne^tlations 
for  the  union  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Bronswick  and  Prince 
Edward  Island  should  be  renewed,  in  accordance  With  the 
resolution  paseed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legi^tore. 
The  report  of  his  speech  on  the  oooasion  occupied  niue 
closely  printed  newspaper  columns.  A  long  discuseiOD  en- 
sued in  which  the  leading  opposition  speakers  were  Mr. 
Annand,  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  MoLelan— the  lattw  gentleman 
entering  minutely  into  the  financial  aspect  of  the  question. 
The  resolution  wag  adopted  with  a  slight  modifieation,  with- 
out any  division. 

The  Goverument  of  New  Bruuswick,  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  confederation,  having,  by 
one  of  those  wonderful  juxtcesses  of  political  ^cbemy,  of 
which  the  modem  history  of  these  Provinces  presents  not 
a  few  remarkable  instances,  become  warm  advocates  of  union 
committed  themselves  to  the  policy  of  union  in  the 
speech  with  which  the  Legislature  was  opened  in  the  year 
1866,  and  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Province  passing  a 
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reaolntion  approving  of  confederation — the  GoyeranidDt  of 
Nova  Scotia  at  once  appreciated  the  importance  of  the  crisis 
as  tending  to  the  consummation  of  theu-  views,  and  accord- 
ingly, Dr.  Tapper,  the  leadtir  of  the  Government,  on  the 
tenth  of  April,  moved  in  the  Aaaembly,  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  'WTiereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it^is  desirable 
that  a  confederation  of  tlte  British  Xorth  American  Provinces 
should  take  place — resolved  therefore,  that  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  be  authorized  to  appoint  delegates 
to  arrange  with  the  Imperial  Government  a  scheme  of  union 
which  will  effectually  ensure  just  provision  for  the  rights 
and  interests  of  this  Province,  and  of  the  Provinces  co- 
operating, to  have  an  equal  voice  in  such  delegation — Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  being  for  this  purpose  viewed  as  separate 
Provinces. 

This  resolution,  if  adopted,  would  commit  (be  House  to 
immediate  action  for  the  consummation  of  confederation. 
The  importance  of  the  crisis  was  daly  estimated  hy  the 
members  of  the  House,  and  the  discussion  which  ensued 
was  long  and  animated. 

On  the  third  of  April  Ur.  Miller,  the  member  for  Rich- 
mond, who  had  previously  been  one  of  the  most  resolute 
opponents  of  the  Quebec  scheme  of  union,  on  rising  to  ask 
the  Government  the  question  if  it  would  be  willing  to 
meet  the  Mends  of  union,  who  could  not  concur  in  the  Que- 
bec scheme,  on  common  ground,  where  all  favorable  to  union 
could  unite,  intimated  that  he  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
arbitrament  of  the  Imperial  Grovemment,  properly  advised 
by  delegates  from  all  the  Provinces.  This  was  the  first 
break  in  the  apparently  compact  phalanx  by  which  confed- 
eration in  the  form  presented  was  resisted.  The  young 
member  for  lUchmond  wielded  considerable  iufiuence  in  the 
House,  and  the  Giovemment  were  not  slow  to  appreciate  the 
present  value  of  so  important  on  accession.  The  Provincial 
Secretary  immediately  expressed  the  gratification  with 
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■which  he  had  listened  to  tho  declaration  of  the  member  for 
Eiehmond ;  whilst  Mr.  Annaud  strongly  condemnod  his  con- 
duct, charging  him  before  the  House  as  "  bartering  and 
Belling  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tho  people." 

After  a  week's  discussion  tho  resolution  proposed  by  the 
Provincial  Secretary  was  carried  on  the  eighteenth  of  April 
by  thirty-one  to  nineteen  TOtos — a  similar  one  having  been 
passed  in  the  LegielatiTO  Council  by  thirty  to  five  votes. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  tho  union  to 
which  the  Legislature  had  become  thus  committed,  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Annand  and  Mr,  Hugh  McDonald  were  sent  as 
delegates  to  London  by  tho  party  opposed  to  the  contem- 
plated union,  where  Mr.  Howe,  in  addition  to  his  other 
labors  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  mission,  wrote  a 
pamphlet  entitled  "Confederation  considered  in  relation  lo 
tho  interests  of  the  Empire."  The  pamphlet  was  extensively 
circulated,  and  the  sontiments  which  it  embodied  were  re- 
garded with  considerable  favor  by  a  portion  of  the  influential 
press  of  Britain.  Dr.  Tupper,  who  in  conjanction  with  J, 
W.  Ritchie,  W.  A.  Henry,  Jonathan  McCuUy  and  A.  G. 
Archibald,  had  also  gone  to  London,  lost  no  time  in  pre- 
paring a  reply  which,  for  the  clearness  and  solidity  of  its 
matter,  as  well  as  for  its  unimpassioned  tone,  was  admirably 
adapted  for  tho  minds  to  which  it  was  8]>ectally  addressed. 
Mr,  Howe  had  the  misfortune  to  bo  tho  advocate  now  of 
principles  which  were  in  diametrical  opposition  to  his  pre- 
viously published  opinions,  and  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  elaborate  structore  which  he  had  now  reared  wa*; 
coolly  and  systematically  demolished  from  base  to  cupola  by 
his  opponent.  The  effect  was  what  might  have  been  anti- 
cipated— Mr.  Howe  was  regarded  as  really  a  champion  for 
union,  and  bis  pamphlet  treated  as  having  no  moral 
weight. 

To  the  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Tupper  Mr.  Annand  wrote  a  very 
able  reply  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
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Hia  defence  of  Mr.  Howe  wee  as  adroit  and  stilftil  as  in  the 
circametancos  it  could  be,  bat  Dr.  Tnpper  had  so  effectively 
used  the  argumentvm  ad  hominem  in  dealing  with  Mr.  Howe 
that  no  defence  could  repair  the  temporary  damage  done  to 
the  reputation  for  political  consiatency  of  the  anti-confederate 
champion.  But  if  Mr.  Annand  foiled  in  sncceaafnlly  de- 
fending his  friend,  he  presented  an  array  of  facts  and  argu- 
ments in  supporting  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  consulted 
at  the  polls  before  the  Provincial  constitution  could  be 
changed,  which  were  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  satisfactorily 
to  answer. 

On  the  one  hand  it  was  contended  that  almost  all  the  lead- 
ing politicians  of  the  Province  had  at  one  time  or  another 
expressed  themselves  favorable  to  a  union  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, that  Parliament  was  omnipotent,  and  that  the  onion 
between  England  and  Scotland,  and  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land having  been  consummated  by  Parliament  without  an 
appeal  to  the  people,  there  could  be  no  well  grounded  objec- 
tion to  the  nnion  of  the  British  American  Provinces  being 
effected  in  the  same  way.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged 
by  Mr.  Annand  "  that  while  nobody  denied  the  power  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  to  sweep  away  the  Constitution  of  a 
Colony,  ehonld  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  or  the 
great  interests  of  the  Empire  demand  the  sacrifice,  yet  in 
such  a  case,  flagrant  abuse,  corruption  or  insnbordi nation 
must  he  shown;  or  the  existence  of  a  high  State  necessity, 
in  presence  of  which  all  ordinary  safegnards  of  existing  in- 
Btitations  should  give  way  I"  He  contended  that  no  snch 
abnse  or  state  necessity  existed  to  warrant  what  he  termed 
"  an  act  of  conflscation  and  coercion  of  the  most  arbitrary 
kind,"  and  he  did  not  certainly  exaggerate  the  intensity  of 
popular  feeling  at  the  time  against  the  proposed  nnion  when 
he  expressed  to  Lord  Carnarvon  his  conviction  that  in  the 
election  to  take  place  in  May  next  not  three  counties  out  of' 
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the  eighteen  of  which  the  Province  oonsiBted  wotild  return 
members  fovorable  to  confederation. 

X>ele^tes  &om  the  Government  of  New  Bmnswick  had 
Joined  those  &om  Nova  Scotia  in  Halifax,  and  accompanied 
them  to  London  in  July.  It  was  nnderstood  that  the 
Canadian  delegates  would  follow  by  a  steamer  leaving  Que- 
bec in  the  same  month,  but  Lord  Monck  had  intimated  hy 
telegraph  that  a  change  of  Government  in  England  would 
render  it  necessary  to  hear  &om  England  before  their  de- 
parture. In  the  meantime  a  Fenian  irruption  was  threat- 
ened, and  the  delegates  were  consequently  detained  till 
November,  when  they  joined  their  co-delegates,  and  a  con- 
ference of  the  three  Provinces  was  organised  on  the  fborth 
of  I>ecember  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel — the  Hon. 
John  A.  Uacdonald  being  President  The  conference  con- 
tinned  its  sittings  till  the  twen^-fourtb,  when  amended 
resolutions,  but  aabstantially  the  same  as  those  agreed  to  at 
Quebec,  were  adopted,  and  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  » 
the  Colon  ies. 

In  the  amended  resolutions  an  increased  subsidy  of  eighty 
thousand,  seventy  thousand,  sixty  thousand,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  was  made  respectively  to  Upper  Canada,  Lower 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia  and  Sew  Brunswick,  in  addition  to  the 
eighty  cents  per  head ;  and  the  capitation  subsidy  of  eighty 
cent^  was  extended  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  till 
the  population  reached  four  hundred  thousand.  But  the 
most  important  addition  to  the  scheme  was  the  guarantee  by 
the  Imperial  Government  of  three  million  pounds  sterling 
for  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

A  bill  based  on  the  resolutions  was  prepared,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Imperial  Parliament  by  Her  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  was  finally  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  March, 
1867,  becomingon  the  first  of  July,  1867,  the  constitution 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
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Sir  Fenwiok  Williame  appoiuUd  Lient«DaDt-Oovenior— Opening  o( 
the  Legitl&tnre— Reply  to  the  addreea  of  the  Qorernor — Debftte 
on  Ur.  Stew&rt   Cuupbell'e   amendment — PTorogatioa    of  the 
Eoaae — AdminiatratioD  of  the  GoTemment  bj  H.  Blanchard — 
Arrival  of  the  a.a.  England  with  cholera  on  board— Profeaeional 
services  of  Dre.  Slater,  Ooaaip  and  Qarvie— Death  of  Dr.  Slater 
—BeBDlt  o(  the  election  of  1867— The  new  GoTemment--Meeting 
of  the  Eonee— Mr.  Wilkina  movea  for  an  address  to  the  Queen, 
proving  fi»  a  repeal  of  the  anion— The  Anti-confederate  delega- 
tion to  London — Duke  of  Buokingham'tdespatch  to  LordHonck, 
relative  to  repeal— John  Blight's  motion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons—Froteet  of  the  del«^te«  on  leaving  KngUnd— Mr.  Howe 
accepto  the  aitnatjon — Death  of  Dr.  PorreBler— Visit  of  Prince 
Arthur  to  Halilkz— Loes  of  the  s.s.  CHly  of  Botton—B^ib  of  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Howe^His  earlj  life — Appointment  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor — Character. 
Sir  Richard  Grftves  HaoBonnell  having  been  appointed  to 
the  goTeniment  of  Hong  Kong  in  1865,  lefl  the  Province  in 
September  of  that  year,  and  waa  succeeded  hy  Sir  Penwicfc 
WilLama,  ofEara.  In  opening  the  Awemblyin  Uarch,  1867, 
General  Williams  congratulated  the  House  on  the  success 
which  had  attended  the  delegation  sent  under  its  antfaority 
to  confer  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  union  of 
the  colonies.    The  duty  of  moving  a  reply  to  the  address 
was  entmsted  to  Mr.  J.  Bonrinot.    The  concluding  clause  of 
the  address  was  to  the  following  effect : 

"  We  have  learned  with  deep  aallafaetlou  that  the  efforts  to  eA»ct  a  satis- 
faetorj  onion  of  the  British  North  American  colon'es  have  been  so  sno- 
cessfnl,  and  entert^D  no  donbt  that  the  beet  iateresta  of  all  these  Provlocas 
wni  be  greatl;  enhanced,  and  that  their  connection  with  the  Grown  and 
the  parent  State  will  be  pennanently  secured."  To  this  cla-ise  Ur.  Stewart 
Campbell,  member fiir  Qajaboro',  proposed  the  following  amendment:  — 
"We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  perceive  anj  grounds  on  which  to  nel- 
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proc«U  jonr  Eicellencj'a  coQgratulation  upon  tbe  assumed  aucMsa  of  the 
delegatloD,  comniiBaioned  b;  joor  Eicellenc7  under  tbe  reaolutioo  of  thia 
Bouie,^  confer  with  Her  Majeitj's  Govern^nt  outhe  aubjectof  the 
onioD  of  tbe  coloniei.  On  behalf  of  the  fl-ee  people  of  Not*  Scotia  we 
would  respectfiill;  anbinit  that  in  relstioa  to  that  question  the  preseot  is, 
in  our  opinion,  a  moat  important  crieis  in  the  history  of  the  Province,  and 
imperatlTelj  demands  the  eierciae  of  tbe  wiaeat  discretion  in  tbe  adminis- 
Uation  of  iis  public  aflUm.  Thus  firml;  impreBBed,  we  deem  it  our  dni; 
to  convey  to  jour  Eicellencj  our  solemn  pcoteat  against  the  action  of  the 
delegates  referred  to,  and  wish  distinctly  to  claim  and  demand,  on  behalf 
of  Nora  Scotia,  that  no  such  meaaore  as  that  proposed  should  have  anj 
operation  in  thii  Piovince  tmtil  It  has  been  deliberately  reviewed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  people  at  tbe  polls." 

Mr.  Campbell  said  there  were  recorda  of  wrong,  spoliation  and  injustice 
in  comparatively  modern  times,  bat  we  mnst  go  veiy  &r  back  indeed  to 
find  an  instance  such  as  that  which  called  for  this  amendment,  finding  its 
counterpart  when  Nero  fiddled  as  Borne  was  bumingl  The  delegation  was 
commtsstooed,  as  he  understood  it,  to  arrange  with  the  Imperial  (Jorern- 
ment  a  scheme  of  union,  but  was  it  ever  contemplated  by  the  people  or  the 
Mouse  that  the  delegation  was  empowered  to  be  parties  lo  an  Imperial  Act 
«f  Farliamcnt — an  arbitrary  act  1  He  was  convinced  that  no  such  idea 
liad  entered  into  the  minds  of  gentlemen  around  these  benches.  Could 
they,  tbe  Parliament  of  Nova  Scotia,  entrusted  with  and  empowered  to 
decide  on  tbe  weal  or  woe  of  their  country,  and  charged  with  the  ptoteo- 
tion  of  tbe  intereats  of  tbe  people,  part  with  a  right  so  deeply  affecting 
th^  welfare?  No.  Ha  conceived  that  (he  delegation  had  exceeded  its 
aathority,  and  that  tbe  commiaeion  under  which  they  probably  acted  was 
not  authorised  by  tbe  resolution  nnder  which  they  bad  been  appoialed. 
thtf  bad  had  delegates  in  connection  with  tbe  same  subject  on  a  prsvions 
occawon,  and  tbe  resolution  under  which  they  were  appointed  was  similar 
in  Its  terms  to  this,  but  was  it  supposed  that  tbe  delegates  sent  to  Char- 
lottstown  and  Quebec  were  empowered  to  do  anything  but  prepare  a 
scheme  to  be  submitted  for  tbe  tatificaUon  of  tbe  House?  Not  by  any 
means,  and,  therefore,  when  these  gentlemen  went  across  the  water  aod 
became  parties  to  an  Imperial  Act,  when  they  were  engaged  in  the  lobby 
of  the  BriUsh  Parliament  prwnoting  that  Act,  they  exceeded  the  antbority 
conferred  opon  them  by  the  House  and  by  their  commiasion.  lo  that  view 
he  thought  tb«  acUon  of  the  delegation  was  such  as  the  House  and  tbe 
people  ought  not  to  sostain.  This  was  a  matter  which  should  have  been 
brought  bade  and  submittad  to  the  conslderaUon  of  the  L  egislatnre.  Undet 
what  circumstances  had  the  proceedings  transpired?  It  was  well  known 
tliat  the  people  of  the  Province  in  arery  section  petitioned  by  tboasandi 
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pnyiDg  thit  tbe  tcheme  sbould  not  be  consummated  till  it  hod  been  sub- 
mitted to  tbem  at  the  polls;  but  how  bad  these  petitions  boeo  treated?  Had 
theyheardtbaltheyhad  ever  been  read  or  even  presented  ?  Of  the  hundreds 
of  members  of  which  the  House  of  Lords  conaiated  oot  a  round  dozen 
could  be  found  to  witness  tbe  formal  presentation  of  the  bill.  It  was  read 
bj  its  title  only,  and  the  important  details  which  it  embodied  never  reach- 
ed the  ears  or  the  hearts  of  tbe  members  comprising  that  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  It  passed  tbe  Lords  with  less  farmalitj  than  a  bill  imposing 
ft  dog  tax  would  hare  done- 
Mr.  EiUam  seconded  the  amendment.  It  was  well  known  that  he  made 
no  pretensions  to  eloquence,  hut  the  views  he  entertained  on  this  subject 
were  tbe  result  of  deep  conviction.  He  might  not  be  able  to  express  bis 
sentiments  Suentl;,  but  be  felt  tbem  very  strongly.  The  honorable  gentle- 
mail  wbo  preceded  bimbad  leferredto  the  recent  delegation  and  the  manner 
in  which  tbe  anthority  given  by  the  House  had  been  exceeded,  but  he  hardly 
went  deep  enough  into  the  question.  Tbe  House  must  recollect  that  when 
the  Provincial  Secretary  was  pressing  his  resolution  on  tbe  House  last  ses- 
sion, he  referred  to  the  transactions  of  previous  years  for  tbe  parpose  of 
strengthening  his  argument.  He  stated  tlmt  leaders  of  political  parties  Ln 
the  Legislature  bad  moved  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  scheme  of  ucian,  but 
did  he  ever  hear  of  a  single  resolution  that  bad  not  coupled  with  it  tbe  con- 
dition that  tbe  question  sboold  be  referred  back  to  the  Legislature,  and  by 
that  means  to  the  people  ?  Tbe  honorable  gentleman  had  tried  to  make  tbe 
public  men  of  England  believe  that  the  peopleof  Nova  Scotia  were  in  favor 
of  union.  Her  Msgesty's  miniatera  were  under  the  delusion  that  the  people 
of  Nova  Scotia  were  panting  for  confederation.  It  was  not  by  any  means 
difficult  to  uudeisUind  tbe  motives  that  had  prompted  the  delegates  to  take 
the  course  they  had.  These  politicians  wished  to  put  themselves  out  of 
tbe  hands  of  the  people  to  obtain  place  and  power  without  tbe  wishes  of 
the  people  being  at  all  consulted.  The  public  men  of  New  Brunswick  dis- 
solved the  Le^lature  when  they  returned  from  Quet>ec,  and  the  people 
returned  a  large  majority  opposed  to  union  to  Oanada.  Another  election 
subsequently  took  place,  and  tbe  people,  for  some  reason  or  other,  ravened 
the  verdict  they  had  previously  given.  So  the  people  of  New  Brunswick 
bad  been  appealed  to  twice  on  the  question,  whilst  the  people  of  Nova 
Scotia  bad  not  been  consulted  even  once. 

The  course  adopted  by  these  gentlemen  was,  as  far  as  be  knew,  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  legislation.  Even  Napoleon  bad  acted  with  less 
tyranny  than  they  had  done.  He  looked  upon  the  Act  of  Parliament  in 
-qnestion  as  atterly  destroying  tbe  colonial  system. 

Dr.  Topper,  in  replying  to  the  charge  of  pressing  the  quesUon  with  inde- 
«uit  luut«,  said ;— New  Brunswick  has  been  appealed  to  twice.    Wby  is  It 
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ibtt  the  people  of  Nora  Scotia  have  not  been  dlowed  to  ezprets  tbdr 
opinioDB  onea  ?  At  Quebec  it  was  asi«ed  that  the  scheme  of  onioa 
BhoaM  be  Bubmltted  to  tbe  several  Pariiamenta.  It  wu  tbe  laat 
BCwioD  of  the  Legislature  of  Net*  BniDBwick,  and  the  Ooremment  found 
that  tbe/ bad  not  a  m^oritj  to  cany  tba  meatnie.  Thej  appealed  to  the 
people,  who  dedded  agunst  the  QoTernmeDl,  and,  therefore,  oU  action  in 
relation  to  the  meaiura  in  this  Hodm  wu  prerented,  for  ererj  man  felt 
that,  whatever  were  hit  opinions  on  this  labject,  do  anion  was  practicable 
onless  New  Bmnswick  came  into  it  Action  waa  accordingly  suspended  in 
tills  PrOTince  nntil  a  cbaage  should  take  place  in  Ifew  Brunswick.  Sobee- 
qnentlj  the  people  there,  haviag  had  the  qnettiou  fiilly  explained  to  them' 
reversed  tlieir  former  verdict,  and  gave  a  large  majority  of  union  votes. 
When  it  iKcanie  obvious  here  that  New  Bnmswick  wonid  eoncnr,  we  sub- 
mitted tbe  qneBtion  to  this  Sonee,  I  ask  tlie  honorable  mover  of  tbe 
resolatioo,  as  well  as  its  seconder.  If  either  of  tbem  will  ventnie  to  sa;  tbat 
tbe  portion  of  tbe  Qovemment  in  this  Legislalnre  ia  in  the  slightest  degree 
aoalogotiB  to  tbatoftheQavernmentof  NewBraniwick.  Tbey  were  called 
npon  to  take  action  on  tbe  meagnre,  and  believed  that,  by  an  appeal  to 
the  coontry  they  would  be  sustained,  and  consequentiy  they  made  that 
appeal.  Suljeequently  it  was  found  that  the  tide  of  public  eentiment  had 
torned — tbe  eiplanations  which  were  made  on  this  question  had  shown  the 
people  that  tbey  hod  been'egregioQslj  deceived  before,  ajidaecordiagIy,fbe 
moment  tbey  were  allowed  to  speak  again,  they  returned  an  overwhe'jDing 
majority  in  favor  of  tbe  great  principle  of  union.  Tbe  honorable  member 
said  the  Government  bad  pressed  tbe  matter  here  with  indecent  haste, 
Does  be  not  know  that  this  scheme  of  union  was  decided  upon  at  Quebec  in 
1664— that  it  was  the  subject  of  agitation  for  nearly  two  years,  down  to 
1866 ;  but  more  than  that,  are  not  these  same  gentlemen  who  now  cliarge 
indecent  baste  ag<unst  ns  tbe  man  who,  session  after  sessian,  not  only  two 
years  tgo,  bat  last  winter  as  well,  taunted  tbe  Ooverament  and  myself 
with  cowardice,  with  fiiiliiig  in  what  was  our  duty  to  the  Honse  and  tbe 
coontry— for  not  having  the  maDlineas  to  come  forward  and  subioit  tbis 
question  to  the  members  of  tbe  Legislature.  But  when  ve  knew  that  the 
time  had  come  when  we  could  deal  with  this  question,  not  as  a  hypothetical 
measore,  but  one  on  which  the  House  could  take  action  in  consequence  of 
the  change  of  sentiment  in  New  Brunswick  in  favor  of  union— when  we 
found  that  tbe  duty  we  owed  to  tbe  Honse  and  conntry  demanded  that  we 
should  bring  tbe  question  before  the  Legislatoie  to  be  dealt  with  in  tbe 
proper  cbnsUtational  manner,  what  did  these  gentlemen  say  we  did  T 
When  they  saw  that  they  hod  miscalculated  the  intelligence  and  patriotism 
of  tbe  Honse  and  tbe  public  sentiment  of  the  country — that  instead  of 
having  tbe  overwhelming  majority  that  tbey  had  deluded  tbemselvei  into 
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beliSTuig  thG7  bad,  the;  were  in  aa  imiguiGcant  niinoritj,  then  these 
gentlemen  anddenly  discovered  that  we  irei«  not  open  to  the  charge  of 
cowardice  and  want  of  BtateBuangMp,  bat  that  we  were  preuing  the 
matter  with  indecent  haBto. 

No  man  in  the  Uator;  of  eonsUtational  Legislation  erer  heard  of  bo  nn- 
Statennanlike  a  conrse  as  a  OoTemment  diaiolring  a  Parliament  in  which 
they  had  a  clear  andoiihted  msjorit;  to  cany  a  meaaoie  which  thej  be- 
lieved would  promote  the  general  prosperitj  of  the  conntrj.  I  do  not  ap- 
peal odIj  to  gentlemen  who  ate  read;  to  support  the  Oovemment  on  the 
qnettion — nor  to  gentlemen  in  oppoiition  who  are  read;  to  saciiGce  the 
interests  of  partj  at  the  shrine  of  patriotism,  bat  I  ask  the  opponents  of  tbl> 
meaanre  not  to  give  their  votes  in  favor  of  snch  a  resolution,  when  its- 
advocates  are  obliged  to  confess  that  they  have  not  in  the  whole  range  of 
constitutional  Government  a  single  precedent  in  favor  of  the  canse  the; 
have  chown  to  pursue. 

Ur,  Annand  add,  that  Dr.  Tapper  asked  them  to  show  a  precedent  for 
the  conrse  ihej  urged  .It  was  not  for  bim  to  ask  that  of  ua,  bat  we  demand 
of  Mm  wbere  in  the  history  of  the  world  any  snch  attempt  had  been  made 
to  deprive  a  people  of  their  Government  and  institutions  against  their  will 
— without  even  the  Parliament  being  allowed  to  review  the  measure.  Such 
a  polie;  ma;  be  tried  with  impnnit;  in  Nova  Scotia  with  its  three  hundred 
and  fifty  tboDsand  InhabitantSjbnt  could  it  be  aafel;  tried  in  Canada  irith  two 
and  ahaU  millions  T  Coaldilbe  tried  In  Ei^IandT  Snpposeany  ministry  in 
the  mother  canntry  were  to  brioglorward  a  meastire  for  the  annexation  of 
the  British  Islands  to  Austria,  or  an;  other  Kingdom,  conld  it  be  done- 
vitboat  a  revolution  J  We  are  too  weak  to  rebel  if  we  had  the  dispositioii, 
but  it  is  a  &Ir  principle  that  what  could  not  be  done  eoostitatioQally  in 
England  should  not  be  done  beis.  It  is  said  that  the  resolution  of  1B61, 
introduced  by  Ur.  Howe,  committed  the  Government  and  ever;  other 
member  of  the  Eonse  to  the  support  of  union.  That  resolution  merely  de- 
clared that  the  subject  of  union  had  been  frequeaUy  discussed,  and  that 
the  time  had  come  when  it  shoald  be  set  at  reet  That  resolution  speaks 
for  Itself.  It  bound  no  gentleman  to  sopport  an;  form  of  union,  or  union  at 
aU— mucji  less  a  scheme  prepared  three  ;ears  afterwards  at  Qaebec,  con- 
taining provisions  which  no  one  conld  have  draamed  of  In-lSel.  Thatre- 
solution  led  to  a  eonfbrence  in  1S63,  at  which  were  present  delegates  from 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bmnswick,  and  the  whole  Executive  Conncil  of 
Canada.  I  was  one  of  the  delegates,  and  was  present  when  the  question 
of  colonial  union  was  discussed.  And  what  was  the  decision  ?  This  Honse 
had  asked  that  the  qnestion  sboald  be  set  at  rest,  aud  the  answer  tbey  re- 
ceived was  that  it  was  premature  even  to  discuss  the  question.  The  dele- 
gates ctmiidered  it  prematore  to  consider  the  snbjeet  nntfl  the  Inter- 
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colonial  railwa;  bad  been  built,  and  free  trade  between  tbe  Provinces  es- 
tablished. That  then  ia  the  argument  draim  Trom  the  resoIntioD  of  18CI, 
which,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  not  even  debated  in  this  Hooae. 

The  ProTincial  SecMtary  spent  aearlj  an  hour  in  eDlugiDg  upon  the 
ligbta  and  power  of  Parliament.  No  one  disputed  tbe  power  of  Pariia- 
ment.  What  we  are  diicusaing  is  not  tbe  power,  but  the  sound  and  wise- 
exercise  of  that  power  by  a  bodj  elected  for  rerj  diflferenl  pnrpose» — 
elected  to  carry  on  tbe  business  of  the  conntr;  under  the  existing  consti- 
tution. While  it  might  be  right  on  the  part  of  tbe  Imperial  Parliament  to 
OTer-ride  the  constitutionofa  colony  were  a  great  State  necessity  U>  arise, 
we  hare  no  right  under  tbe  limited  powers  we  possess  to  transfer  to  a  bod; 
of  men  assembled  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  our  leg^latire  fuoctioas. 
Tbis  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  measure  is  not  the  result  of  the 
.action  of  the  Paiiiament  of  tbe  country ;  tbe  Quebec  scheme  and  the  bill 
before  the  Imperial  Parliament  have  never  been  before  us,  and  1  deny  the 
right  of  any  body  of  delegates,  howcTer  appointed,  to  make  laws  for  us. 

Mr.  E,  L.  Shannon  said  the  main  point  on  which  the  amendment  is  being 
pressed  is  that  an  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  people.  I  need  not  trouble 
the  House  with  many  arguments  upon  the  constitutional  question,  because 
it  has  t>een  ably  handled  by  gentlemen  who  preceded  me,  and  because  the 
member  for  EastHaliiax  has  to  a  great  extent  given  up  the  point  in  admit- 
ting the  precedents.  Ur.  Archibald  showed  that  when  tbe  British  Parliv 
ment  found  it  necessaiy  to  change  the  arrangements  connected  wilh  the 
succession  to  tbe  Crown,  ani  to  bring  in  a  new  dynaa^ — when  thoae 
noble  men  who  gaarded  the  rights  of  tbe  country,  and  were  determined  to 
get  rid  of  the  Stuart  family,  had  Induced  Parliament  to  adopt  their  views, 
there  was  not  an  appeal  to  the  people,  although  the  leading  men  in  the  moTO' 
ment  knew  that  their  action  might  be  mode  a  ground  of  impeachment- 
There  was  a  nnioncoDSummatedin  thebistoiyofEugl^iidto  which  I  might 
refer,  although  it  is  not  exactly  a  precedent  I  refer  to  the  union  of  Scot- 
land with  England.  It  was  hardl;  to  be  expected  in  that  case  that  the 
lesser  nation  would  have  concurred.  We  all  know  the  spirit  of  Scotchmen^ 
how  the  ancestoiB  of  tbe  men  of  our  day  had,  with  their  backs  to  the  nn- 
conqnerable  Highlands,  and  their  faces  to  the  foe,  repelled  the  English  in- 
vader on  every  occaelon — and  the  same  spirit  led  them  to  oppose  tbe 
union  with  England.  Th^y  feared,  as  our  opponents  profess  to  do,  that  the 
smaller  state  would  be  iwampedby  the  greater— but  what  was  tbe  result? 
From  that  day  Scotland  went  on  in  the  path  of  Improvement,  and  Scolcb- 
men  could  take  their  place  with  Eoglishmenln  any  part  of  the  world.  One 
gentleman  some  time  ago  styled  tbe  Scotch  a  race  of  paupers  ;  but  if  they 
were,  they  foond  their  way  down  to  rich  England,  and  wherever  there 
-was  an  outlet  far  intellect  or  industry,  Scotchmen  were  to  be  found  avail- 
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ing  themselTes  of  tbe  noble  education  wbicb  tbey  hftd  recelTcd,  and  of  the 
opportuDides  of  advancement  wbicli  hxd  appeared.  From  tbe  date  of  tha 
union,  there  baa  not  been  a  ministry  in  EogUnd  in  wbicb  Scotland  hea 
heea  anrepreaented.  Wben  the  East  Indies  were  opened  to  enterpiize 
Scotchmen  predominated  there,  and  at  tbe  present  daj  Scotland  is  one  of 
the  most  prMperoDB  paiU  of  Oteat  Britain.  This  ii  to  aome  extent  par- 
allel with  our  case,  excepting  that  we  ahall  have  far  greater  influence  in  tbe 
united  ParJiament,  and  a  higher  position  in  ever?  respect ;  and  I  feel  that 
the  resnit  will  be,  in  out  case,  still  more  satisfactory.  If  we  looli  on  what 
an  appeal  to  the  people  reailj  is,  we  shall  see  that  it  is  not  in  alt  cases  sat- 
isfoctory.  There  were  two  auch  appeals  in  Hevf  Biunswlck,  and  tbe  one 
neulraliied  the  other.  Who  could  tell  which  e^bited  tbe  real  feeling  of 
the  people? 

The  debate  was  long  and  spirited,  and  on  the  question 
being  put,  there  were  for  the  amendment  sixteen  and  against 
it  thirty-two— the  clause  of  the  answer  to  the  address 
objected  to  passing  by  the  same  vote. 

The  HoQse  was  prorogued  on  the  seventh  of  May,  1867, 
when,  in  closing  the  session,  the  Lientenant-Govemor  said 
that  he  was  highly  gratified  with  the  action  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  of  union,  and  firmly 
believed  that  their  adoption  of  the  measure  would  not  only 
greatly  increase  the  general  prosperity  of  British  America, 
and  elevate  the  Provinces  in  the  scale  of  nations,  but  that 
the  union  was  imperatively  demanded  in  order  to  give 
security  to  this  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

In  July,  18fj7,  the  Government  of  the  Province  was 
assumed  by  Hiram  Blanchard,  Attorney  General;  Philip 
Cartaret  Hill,  Provincial  Secretary;  James  McNab,  Trea- 
surer ;  Charles  Allison,  Commissioner  of  Mines  and  Public 
Works ;  John  McKlnnon  and  Samuel  Creelman.  The 
governmental  business  of  the  Province  was  eflSciently 
discharged  by  these  gentlemen  till  the  result  of  the  election 
^as  known. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1866,  the  steamship  England, 
belonging  to  the  International  Steamship  Company's  Line, 
arrived  is  Haiiikz  with  a  great  number  of  cholera  cases 
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on  board.  She  had  sailed  from  LiTeipool,  Eoglasd,  for  Kew 
York,  on  tbe  26th  of  March,  having  on  her  departure  fW>m 
QueenBtown  twelve  hundred  and  two  passengers,  besides  tbe 
crew.  When  fbar  days  out  from  England,  a  death  occnrred 
{tora  a  disease  which  was  pronounced  to  be  Asiatic  Cholera. 
This  was  faept  as  qniet  ae  possible,  and  occasioned  bat  little 
alarm.  Severe  weather  was  experienced  on  the  seventh 
day  out,  and  the  hatches  remained  battoned  down  for  two 
nights,  when  anotiier  case  of  cholera  occnrred,  which 
proved  fatal  in  fonr-  hours.  The  disease  now  began  to 
spread,  and  the  crew  as  well  as  the  passengers  were 
affected. 

When  tbe  ship  arrived  in  Halite  harbonr,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  cases  were  reported,  and  fiAy-six  deaths — ^thirty 
patients  being  under  treatment,  and  fresh  cases  appearing. 
Dr.  John  H,  Slayter,  the  health  officer  of  the  port,  went  on 
board  on  the  tenth  of  April,  and  perceiving  the  desperate 
condition  of  the  ship,  volanteered  to  place  himself  in  quar^ 
antine.  A  boat  laden  with  dead  bodies  was  afloat  at  ttie 
stern  of  the  ship,  for  which  graves  were  dug  at  Thrain 
Cap — the  extreme  sonthem  point  of  McNab'e  Island. 

On  the  evening  of  the  tenth.  Doctors  Grossip  and  Garrie, 
who  had  previously  volimteered  their  services  should  medi- 
cal assistance  be  reqaired,  on  being  requested  proceeded  to 
the  ship,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Garvie's  brother— Frank 
Forbes  Garvie,  medical  student— and  joined  Dr.  Slayter  on 
board  the  England  at  ten  o'clock.  On  ihat  day  a  few  ofthe 
Bick  passengers  had  been  removed  to  the  Pyramtts,  receiving 
ship,  which  on  application  to  tbe  Admiral  had  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Authorities,  and  was  then  at  the 
quarantine  ground.  When  tbe  medical  gentlemen  met  in 
consultation  the  ciroumstances  were  sufficiently  appalling. 
Deaths  were  taking  place  hourly,  and  new  cases  appearing. 
Two  doctors  connected  with  the  ship  had  done  all  in  their 
power   to   alleviate   suffering,  and    mitigate  tbe   disease. 
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which  was  of  the  most  maligDant  type,  and  being  exhausted 
with  their  labors  w6re  released  by  their  brave  professiooal 
brethren  from  the  city.  Steps  were  taken  by  the  instruc- 
tioQS  of  the  Goremment  to  land  many  of  the  passengers  on 
the  island,  and  to  separate  those  attacked  from  the  rest. 
Uobly  and  courageoosly  did  Doctors  Slayter,  Gossip,  Garvie 
and  Frank  Garvie  devote  themselves  to  the  ardnous  duty 
they  had  undertaken.  On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  they 
conveyed  the  dead  bodies  to  Thram  Cap,  and  interred  them 
themselves,  as  no  assistance  could  be  obtained.  Dr.  Slayter 
in  his  report  spoke  in  terms  of  admiration  of  the  cheerM- 
ness  and  courage  with  which  two  priests  who  were 
|>assenger8  attended  to  the  dying  and  the  bereaved — the 
Eev.  Mr.  Mclsaac,  of  St.  Mary's,  being  also  conspionous  for 
his  devotion  to  duty.  The  precaationary  and  remedial 
measnres  adopted  were  successful,  and  the  disease  began  to 
Abate  both  in  virulence  and  the  number  of  cases.  Not  one 
of  the  saloon  passengerB  was  attacked — striking  evidence  of 
the  importance  o^  thorough  ventilation  and  cleanliness  as 
protection  against  disease. 

Dr.  Slayter,  who  was  aehoro  and  had  felt  unwell,  went  off 
to  the  ship,  and  was  there  seized  with  unmistakable  symp- 
toms of  cholera.  He  experienced  much  pain  at  first,  never 
rallied,  was  perfectly  sensible,  but  soon  his  speech  became 
unintelligible,  and  he  expired  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Gossip, 
and  one  of  the  medical  ofQcers  of  the  "  England,"  on  the 
morning  of  the  seventeenth— a  martyr  to  professional  duty. 
Dr.  Tupper,  in  proposing  to  the  Legislature  to  vote  five 
hundred  pounds  to  the  widow  of  Dr.  Slayter,  paid  the 
deceased  a  well  merited  tribute  of  respect,  in  which  the 
Honse  as  well  as  the  country  thoroughly  sympathized.  Dr. 
J.  B.  Garvie  and  his  brother  have  since  died,  cut  down 
before  they  had  scarcely  attained  to  the  bloom  of  manhood, 
but  their  names  will  be  long  honorably  remembered  in  con. 
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noction  with  profeaaional  services  so  chivalrously  tendered, 
and  so  zealously  performed. 

The  month  of  September,  1867,  found  the  country  in  the 
bustle  and  fermentation  of  a  general  election.  The  scheme 
of  union  consummated  without  an  appeal  to  the  people,  was 
extremely  impopular,  and  the  leading  politicians  opposed  to 
it,  had,  by  holding  meetings  in  every  county,  and  through 
the  newspapers,  which  advocated  their  views,  made  the 
current  of  opposition  so  strong  that  little  doubt  existed  a^ 
to  the  general  result  of  the  election ;  but  that  the  anii- 
confederales  should  carry,  as  they  actually  did — thirty-sii 
of  the  thirty-eight  seats  in  the  Local  House,  and  eighteen 
of  tho  nineteen  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  not  expecte^l 
by  the  advocates  of  union.  Dr  Tupper  representing  Cum- 
berland county,  was  the  only  unionist  returned  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  Mr,  Blanchard,  for  Inverness,  and  ilr. 
Pineo,  for  Camberland,  tho  only  ones  returned  to  the  liOcal 


On  the  result  of  the  election  becoming  known,  Mr. 
Blanchard,  Mr.  Hill  and  their  colleagues  in  the  admioismi- 
tion  tendered  their  resignations,  when  a  now  goremment 
was  formed,  which  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen : 
"Wm.  Annand,  Provincial  Treasurer,  W.  B.  Tail,  Provincial 
Secretary,  M.  I.  Wilkin8,Attorney  General,  Robt  Robertson, 
Commissioner  of  Mines,  J.  C.  Troop,  E.  A.  McHeffy,  E.  P. 
Flynn,  J.  Ferguson,  and  James  Cochrane. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  January,  1868,  the  new  House  met. 
Mr.  Marshall,  the  member  for  Quysboro,  was  appointed 
speaker. 

On  the  Eftb  of  Febrniuy,  Mr.  If.  I.  WDkina,  AtlorDfj  CknenJ,  mored  & 
series  of  nsolutiana  in  tbe  Hoose,  to  the  elKct  that  the  oothori^  with 
which  tbe  Assembly  had  inveateil  the  delegates  who  BBaiated  ia  proearing 
the  Act  for  the  anion  of  Canada,  Nora  Scotia,  and  New  Bfoxswick  did  not 
warract  them  !a  arranging  a  Federal  anion  without  includiagia  sacb  con- 
federation the  coloaiea  of  Newfoundland  and  Prince  Edward  bland — that 
no  fundamental  change  of  the  oonetituUon  of  the  Province  could  be  con- 
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stitutioniill7  eStcted  otherwise  thaa  b;  a  statute  of  the  Legislature,  sanc- 
tioned b;  the  people— that  no  goch  statute  of  the  PrOTincial  Legislahira, 
cODfirmiDg  or  ratiQing  the  British  North  America  Act,  having  been  passed, 
or  the  same  anthorized  at  the  polls,  the  preamble  renting  tbat  the  Province 
eipieased  a  desire  to  be  confederated  with  Canada  and  New  Srunswick 
was  notruB,  and  when  the  Queen  and  the  Imperial  Legislature  were  led 
to  believe  that  the  Prorince  had  expressed  snch  a  deaiie,  a  f>and  and  im- 
position wet^  practised  opon  them — that  the  ExecatiTS  Oonncil  and  Le- 
gislature in  defiance  of  petitions  signed  by  manj  thoasands  of  the  electors 
of  the  ProTince  persisteotlj  and  perBCTeiiDglj  prevented  on  appeal  to  the 
people — tbat  at  the  recent  election  the  question  of  confederation  exclu- 
EiTet7  occupied  the  attention  of  the  people,  who  were  then  for  the  first 
time  enabled  to  eipreu  their  will  as  to  a  subject  of  the  molt  vital  impot- 
taoce  to  their  happiness,  and  the  resolt  had  proved  that  the  Froriace  did 
not  desire  to  bo  annexed  to  Canada,  sod  repudiated  ths  enforced  provisions 
of  the  North  Americo  Act—that  widespread  irritation  and  discontent  were 
created,  and  that  the  people,  foil;  conscious  of  theii  rights  as  British  sub- 
jects, set  an  inesUmable  valne  on  their  free  institntioas,  and  vrould  not 
villbgly  consent  to  the  invasion  of  those  rights,  or  to  be  sultjected  to  the 
dominioa  of  an?  other  power  than  that  of  their  lawfhl  and  belored  Qoeea 
— that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  the  Queen  embod;mg  the  sub- 
stance of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  informing  Her  Majest;  that  her  lojal 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  do  not  deairp  to  be  in  any  manner  confederated 
with  Canada,  and  prajing  Uer  Ifajeaty  to  revoke  her  proclamation,  and 
to  cause  the  British  North  America  Act  to  be  repealed,  as  far  as  it  re- 
garded the  Provioce  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  rosolations  proposed  by  the  Attorney  GeDoral  were 
seconded  by  Mr,  Troop.  The  debate  lasted  for  twelve  days 
— if  debate  it  can  bo  called,  where  the  apeaking  was  almost 
all  on  one  aide.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  speech  by 
Mr.  Poneo,  in  which  he  stated  that  whilst  he  deemed  tbo 
late  Government  haaty  in  pressing  the  matter  of  Confedera- 
tion without  an  appeal  to  the  country,  yet  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  support  the  amendments  of  the  member  for 
Inverness,  the  whole  burden  of  reply  devolved  on  the  latter 
gentleman, — s  duty  which  he  performed  with  ability  and 
good  temper.  The  resolutions  were  of  course  carried — Mr. 
Blanchard  and  Mr.  Pineo  dissenting. 

An  address  to  Her  Majesty  based  on  the  reeolntioos  pro> 
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nosed  bj  the  Attorney  General  and  adopted  by  the  House 
was  prepared  and  forwfu^ed  to  TiBConnt  Honck  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Qaeen  ;  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  as  delegates  by  the  Execattve  Council  to  visit 
England  in  order  to  explain  and  support  the  representa- 
tloDS  against  Confederation — Joseph  Howe,  Wm,  Annand, 
Jared  0.  Troop,  and  W.  H.  Smith.  Dr.  Tupper  proceeded 
to  London  in  order  to  vindicate  the  previous  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  regard  to  Confederation,  and  if 
possible  to  frustrate  the  object  of  the  deputation.  That  the 
deputation  worked  with  unflagging  zeal,  and  displayed  both 
tact  and  ability  in  its  efibrts  to  accomplish  its  purpoB4>, 
must  be  conceded,  while  it  must  be  admitted  that  it 
encountered  a  clever  diplomatist  in  Dr.  Tupper. 

On  the  fonrth  of  June,  IS68,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
and  Cbandos  addressed  a  despatch  to  Lord  Monck,  inform 
ing  him  that  he  had  received  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  the  Queen,  praying  that  the  Act  of  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament  affecting  the  nnion  should  be  repealed  so 
far  as  it  concerned  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  ho 
had  an  interview  with  the  delegates. 

He  uiiA  the  ftddnss  wm  laid  before  Her  Hajestj,  anil  that  ths  SDbject 
bad  engaged  the  eameit  oooBideRitlon  of  the  OoverameDt.  He  remarked 
that  Ibe  leading  complainta  appeared  to  be  reduced  bi  two — fint  that 
Confederation  had  been  accompUgbed  withoDt  properlj  conanlting  the 
FroTlnce,  and  ueondlf,  that  the  leBulta  might  be  prejudicial  to  some  of  its 
Bpedal  intereati.  With  respect  to  the  complwnt  that  no  appeal  wae  made 
to  the  people,  ha  obMrred  that  this  had  not  been  thought  neceeaaij  in 
-panUel  caeeg — that  there  wai  none  hi  uniting  the  two  Canada*  in 
1839,  altbon^  moch  diftreooe  of  opinion  eziited,  and  in  Upper  Canada 
much  close  conflict  in  tba  debatea— that  an  appeal  ,to  the  eoontrj  was 
proposed  !n  the  AMcmbl;  of  Cpper  Canada  at  that  time,  and  rejected  b;  a 
large  majorlt^r — that  the  same  ptopoaal  waa  made  in  the  lale  debate  on 
Confederation  in  Canada,  New  Brauswick  and  Nora  Scotia,  bat  In  all  of 
them  was  thrown  ont  hj  a  large  m^oritf. 

Ag^  it  bad  been  objected  that  the  nnion  wag  not  made  sobjeet  to 
legialatire  ratiflcaUon  b;  the  MTcrol  LegisUtnres.    But  no  inch  conne  had 
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been  ftoUomd  hi  tbe  nnmeroiu  modificBtioiit  of  Coloolal  constitntions, 
and  in  tlw  aepHatiana  and  niiiona  of  colonies,  which  had  been  eSteled  bj 
Imperial  legislation.  It  did  ao  happen,  howeTer,  that  afUr  the  present 
measure  bad  been  iatrodnced  into  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  its  terms 
made  pnblie,  it  waa  cordially  approTod  by  both  Bonaea  of  the  LegiBlatnre^ 
in  their  addrMUB  to  the  QoTernOT  at  the  openiag  of  the  seesioa  in  IseT ; 
and  (heaame  took  place  in  New  Bninsirick,  when  the  seaaion  opened,  after 
the  Imperial  meaioie  had  become  law. 

The  Prorindal  Qoreramenla  and  Legislalureg,  !□  the  preaent  case,  after 
the  leraa  had  been  BubstaQtially  settled,  looked  to  the  Imperial  Parliament 
to  accomplieh  their  nnioTi.  This  had  been  done  eiactlf  in  the  manner  re> 
ijueeted.  The  neighboring  Province  of  New  Brunswick  bad  entered  into 
the  onion  in  reliance  of  having  with  it  the  sister  Province  of  Nora  Scotia ; 
and  vast  obligatiDna  political  and  commercial  had  been  alreadj  contracted 
«n  the  faith  of  ameaaure  so  long  discussed,  and  so  SQlemnlj  adopted. 

As  to  the  points  raised  in  the  address  relative  to  taxation,  and  the  legn- 
lation  of  trade  and  the  Gsberies,  the  Imperial  Qorernment  were  confident 
it  would  be  eqoallf  the  wish  of  the  Local  Govemmeat  and  the  Parliament 
of  the  Dominion  to  relax  or  modiiy  anj  arrangements  on  these  subjects, 
which  might  prejudice  the  peculiar  inleresla  of  Nova  Scotia,  aikd  the  mari- 
time portion  of  the  Dominion. 

fie  should  do  injustioe  to  the  character  which  Nova  Scotia  bad  always 
conspicnonsly  borne  of  a  futhAil  member  of  the  general  British  communis, 
if  be  did  not  add  as  a  considemtion  sate  to  have  weight,  that  the  measui« 
was  believed  t^  Her  M^iestj's  QorerameDt  to  be  not  merely  condudve  to 
the  strength  and  welfare  of  the  Province,  bat  also  important  to  the  interests 
of  the  whole  Empire. 

He  had  already  sud  that  any  practical  regard  which  might  be  due  to  the 
special  position  and  interests  of  the  Province  would,  Bet  Hajes^s  Govern- 
ment wen  confidant,  be  eheetfOlly  given  by  Uie  Parliament  ot  the 
DominiDn,bataflerlbefoi«golngaxplanationsbe  tmslad  that  the  Assembly 
and  people  of  Nova  Bcotia  woold  not  be  surprised  if  the  Qaeen's  OoTera> 
nent  felt  that  tb«y  would  not  he  warranted  in  advising  the  reversal  of  a 
great  in«asBieofStBte,atteqded  by  so  many  extensive  consequences  already 
in  operation,  and  adopted  with  the  previous  sanction  of  every  one  of  the 
Legislatores  concerned,  and  with  the  subseqnant  approval  of  tbe  Legia- 
latnret  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Branswick. 

The  Local  Government,  in  aminnle,  which  was  forwarded  through  tbe 
Lieutenant-Qovernra  to  the  Imperial  Government,  commented  on  the  des- 
patch of  which  we  have  given  the  substance.  They  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  all  they  aaked  for  was  the  restoration  of  their  cou- 
stltulional  rights.    Tbey  bad  ever  been  Utbfnl  solijects  of  the  British 
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Thioue,  and  udeQtl;  de»red  to  remain  ao,  and  would  not  attempt  to  with' 
draw  Iheii  allegiance  till  thej  found  that  the  Qneen  intended  peimanentlf 
to  deprive  them  of  her  protection. 

The  people  of  NoTa  Scolia  had  maintunedfriendljintereonrseiritb  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  aad  their  daily  expanding  commer- 
cial dealing)  with  Ihem  made  any  interruption  of  peaceftil  reladooa  im- 
probable,  if  not  impoBBiblc.  The;  admired  that  great  and  inteltieent 
nation,  but  their  habits,  their  education  and  their  feelings  bad  always  been 
faTorable  to  monaichical,  and  adverse  to  democradc  lustituUonB.  They 
were,  therefore,  in  do  manner  desirous  of  cbanging  their  political  eonatitn- 
tioa,  and  would  not  willingly  allow  themselyas  to  be  broagbt  into  antqec- 
tioa  (o  Canada  or  any  other  country.  They  would  have  no  confederation 
or  union  with  any  other  colonies  except  on  terms  of  tbe  most  exact 
equality,  and  there  was  no  change  in  tlieir  political  relatione  that  they 
would  not  prefer  to  the  detestable  Confederation  that  had  been  atlcmpied 
to  be  forced  upon  them. 

They  shonld  proceed  with  the  legislation  and  other  business  of  the 
Province,  protesting  against  the  CoofederatiOQ,  boldly  and  distinctly  assert- 
ing their  full  purpose  and  reeolulion  to  avail  themselves  of  every  opporlnn- 
ily  of  eitricating  themselves  from  the  trammels  of  Canada;  and  if  thev 
fiiiled,  after  exhausting  all  coustitutional  taeans  at  their  command,  they 
would  leave  their  faturo  destiny  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  judges  the 
people  righteously,  aad  governs  tbe  nations  upon  earth. 

The  case  of  Nova  Scotia  was  broagbt  under  tho  notice  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  sixteenth  of  June,  by  John 
Bright,  with  his  usual  ability,  when  he  movod  for  a  commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  discontent  in  Nova  Scotia. 
On  a  division  there  were  eighty-seven  for  the  motion ,aDd  one 
hundred  and  eighty-throe  against  it. 

Tho  delegates,  before  leaving  England,  prepared  an  al'lo 
protest,  which  was  published.  In  alluding  to  the  trcatmeni 
which  Nova  Scotia  had  rocoivod  from  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  aaid : 

"That  at  DO  time  while  the  Confederation  Bill  was  under  diicnssion  wer« 
there  SRj  Peers  in  their  seats,  and  on  tlie  only  occasion  when  en  appear- 
ance of  controversy  was  vtUnly  attempted  to  be  provolied  by  one  or  two 
noUe  Lords  who  Idndly  volunteered  some  sort  of  remonstrance,  the  num- 
bers gradually  thinned,  till  there  were  bat  ten  memtiers  present  when  tbe 
bill  finally  passed.  A  good  many  historic  delusions  were  dissipated  oa  thai 
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dtij.  Fnmklin  atuidiDg  befoni  tbe  Frivj  Council,  Kod  endtniog  the  sar- 
caatic  ioBulU  of  Wedderburn,  did  oot,  it  wm  fair  to  presnme,  retire  man 
grieved  &ad  iDdigaaat  than  did  the  gentlemen  who  represented  Ibe  people 
or  Nora  Scotia  on  that  occasion.  The/  did  not,  however,  follow  Frank- 
lin's example.  The;  were  reluctant  to  throw  bvecboard  ibe  traditions  or 
their  fathers.  The  Bentiment  of  lojaltj,  cheriabed  from  childbocd,  was  not 
eaailj  stifled.  Tbej  returned  to  their  homes  and  counselled  peace  »ai 
loyalty.  This  advice  was  taken.  With  tbe  evidence  of  discontent  which 
the  elections  bad  famished,  thej  retiuned  to  England  to  ask  fbr  the 
repeal  or  ao  much  of  the  Imperial  Statute  as  related  to  Nova  Scolia.  Thej 
obeyed  theic  instructions,  but  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  tfaeir  friends,  who 
thoDgbt  that  Parliament  migbt  fkirly  require,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
repeal,  an  independent  invea^gation  into  the  real  stale  of  Uw  fbcts  and  of 
the  feeling  in  the  Provinces.  Tbe  House  of  Commons  had  thaaght  it  proper 
to  reject  Mr.  Bright's  resolutioo.  The  people  of  Nova  Scotia  were  hardly 
prepared  to  believe  that  the  Imperial  Oovernment  and  Parliameot  would 
reftase  redress  for  a  great  wrong,  even  though  done  inadvertently  and  with 
the  best  inlentloiw.  They  certainty  could  not  have  imagined  that  in  a  case 
involTin([  tbe  honor  of  the  Empire,  the  good  name  of  Parliament  and  all 
the  rights  and  revenues  of  an  aacient  and  noble  Province,  they  .would  ba 
denied  the  most  obvious  form  of  independent  iavestigation." 

"  Tlie  delegates  could  not  leave  England  without  eipreasing  tbeirobllga- 
tions  to  tbe  independent  press  of  tbe  three  kingdoms  for  the  generoas 
manner  in  which  its  condnctors  bad  ventilated  the  question.  Some  of  the 
gentlemen  had  mastered  it  completely,  and  bad  discaased  it  with  great 
abiiily,  and  many  others,  regardless  of  party  trammels  and  associations, 
had  shewn  a  sturdy  English  love  for  fair  play,  which  the  people_ot  Nova 
Scolia  would  nover  forget." 

"But  what  of  the  future?"  concluded  the  delegates.  "The  question  ii 
natural,  but  we  have  no  answer  to  give.  With  the  pablicatioo  of  this  papet~ 
our  responsibilities  end.  We  have  proposed  our  remedy— it  has  beeit 
rejected.  His  Qrace  ttie  Colonial  Secretaiy  and  Lord  Uonck  hare  assumed 
tbe  task  of  making  things  pleasant  and  barmonions.  They  will  have  timo- 
10  try  their  expeiimenta  before  tbe  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  meets  iik 
August" 

"  la  the  interim,  we  presume,  the  future  of  our  country  will  be  aniiously 
considered  by  our  people.  May  the  Almighty  Ood  guide  tbemi  Having 
discharged  our  duty  to  Uie  Empire,  we  go  borne  to  share  the  perils  of  our 
native  land,  in  whose  service  we  consider  it  an  honor  to  labor,  whose  for-- 
tunes  in  this  the  darkest  hoar  of  her  history,  it  would  be  cowardice  to> 
deserL" 
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The  delegates  and  Dr.  Tuppor  retnraed  in  Jnly,  1868,  to 
Nova  Scoti»,  having  much  sweet  intercourse  on  board  the 
Bteamer,  seneibly  striving  to  dispel  the  gloom  of  "  the  dark- 
est hour"  by  baring  a  rubber  of  whist  together. 

In  August  a  PrOTincial  Convention  was  held,  at  which  the 
delegates  reported  their  course  of  procedure  in  London  in 
order  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  ConfederaUon  Act,  so  Au*  as 
Nova  Scotia  wae  concerned.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  Sir 
George  Cartier  and  the  Honorable  Peter  Mitchell  were 
present  at  one  of  the  sittings  of  Uie  Convention — having 
-come  to  Halititx  for  the  purpose  of  inqoiring  into  the  griev- 
Ancee  of  which  Nova  Scotia  complained — but  they  stated  to 
the  Convention  that  they  had  no  specific  proposition  in  the 
meantime  to  submit. 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  delegates  from  England  it 
was  rumored  that  Mr.  Howe  was  prepared  to  give  up  ftir- 
tber  agitation  for  repeal,  and  actually  to  accept  ofQce  in  the 
Dominion  Government.  Mr.  John  Stiles,  of  Washington, 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr,  Howe  on  the  twenty-second  of 
September,  186S,  respectfully  inquiring  if  there  was  any 
Iruth  in  these  ramorB,  to  which  Mr.  Howe  replied  on  the 
fifth  of  October,  as  follows :  "  In  answer  to  your  letter  I  may 
eay  that  up  to  this  hour  I  have  accepted  nothing  and  done 
nothing  inconsistont  with  the  general  tonor  of  my  life.  I 
am  dealing  with  the  difficnltiea  around  me  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  good  of  my  country ;  bnt  let  me  add  that  treason  and 
fiUibnetering  expeditions,  to  tear  the  Province  to  pieces,  are 
not  included  in  my  programme."  In  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  "  Eastern  Chronicle"  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October, 
Mr.  Howe,  in  referring  to  the  rumors  as  to  his  acceptance 
of  the  situation,  said  "  when  I  returned  from  England  twice 
defeated  I  would  have  been  justified  as  Lee  was  in  laying 
down  my  arms,  and  had  I  done  so,  and  accepted  the  situa- 
tion ftankly,  my  honor  wopld  have  been  as  ontamished  as 
that  of  the  unsncceeafal  soldier  is  at  this  day.    I  have  not 
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laid  down  my  arms  Dor  accepted  the  sitaation,  but  I  am  atlU 
laboring  in  the  intereets  of  my  coontiy,  and  utterly  regard- 
loss  of  my  own,  to  make  Ihe  best  of  a  bad  bosineaa,  and  to 
recover  what  I  can  out  of  the  wreck  that  has  been  made  of 
oor  Provincial  organuation."  Mr.  Howe  was  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  ^e  Convention  which  bad  passed  a  few 
weeks  prerioosly  the  following  resolution,  in  which  he  con- 
curred,— "  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  it  is 
necessary  to  use  all  fhrther  lawful  and  constitutional  means 
to  extricate  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  itom  a  Confederation 
that  has  been  farced  upon  them  without  their  consent,  and 
against  their  will."  He  was  thus  committed  to  f\irther  ef- 
fbrta  to  aecnre  repeal.  It  seems  evident,  however,  that  he 
had  given  up  all  hope  shortly  after  his  return  fVom  England 
of  further  agitation  resulting  in  any  practical  benefit  to  the 
Province,  for  he  had  evidently  set  bis  mind  on  acompromise, 
by  negotiating  with  the  DominiOD  Government  for  mor& 
favorable  pecoaiary  terms.  This  was  being  done  without 
the  knowledgeorconourrenceoftheparty  of  which,  without 
exaggeration,  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  head  and 
leader.  In  his  interoourse  with  the  Dominion  Qovemment, 
he  was  joined  by  Mr.  A.  W.  McLelaa,  the  representative  or 
Cc^chestercounty  in  the  Dominion  Parliament— one  of  th& 
most  determined  opponents  of  Ctmfederation.  Their  deliber- 
ationa  resulted  in  a  preliminary  ammgoment  by  which  tiie 
Dominion  Government  promised  to  propose  to  Parliament 
certain  monetary  concessions  to  Kova  Sootia,  which  wex& 
Bubseqneotiy  secured  by  statute. 

The  entire  record  of  Mr.  Howe's  life  is  opposed  to  the 
supposition  that  in  this  somewhat  sudden  and  uuezpected 
movement  he  was  actuated  by  sordid  motives,  fiat  in  ac- 
cepting office  so  speedily  afler  his  return  from  London,  and 
severing  the  ties  by  which  he  was  bound  to  his  supporters, 
he  cannot  perhaps  be  said  to  have  acted  wisely,  or  with  a 
due  regard  to  his  previously  well  earned  reputation.     When 
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he  had  arrived  at  the  conclnaion  that  a  repeal  of  the  union 
was  impossible,  he  shoald  only  have  been  trqe  to  his  ante- 
cedents in  boldly  saying  bo  in  the  Convention,  and  recom- 
mending the  strong  party,  of  which  he  was  the  leader,  to 
join  him  in  opening  negotiations  for  better  terms ;  and  in 
the  event  of  his  not  carrying  his  party  with  him,  no  charge 
of  infidelity  could  have  been  brought,  with  any  degree  of 
plausibility,  against  him.  But  in  aasaming,  with  Mr. 
>IcLe)aQ,  functions  which  could  only  with  propriety  be  dele- 
gated to  them,  and  hastily  accepting  ofSce  at  the  hands  of 
the  very  men  who  had  brought  abont  what  the  delegates 
termed  "  the  darkest  hour  in  their  country's  history,"  and 
some  of  whom  were  parties  to  the  prodnction  of  Mr. 
HcLel&n's  "  solemn  hour,"  in  which  that  gentlemen  wbj 
apparently  overpowered  in  the  Assembly  by  his  feelings, 
they  not  only  transgressed  the  mlee  of  ordinary  courtesy, 
but  laid  their  motives  open  to  grave  saspicion.  Just  as  cer- 
tainly as  Mr.  Howe  broke  loose  from  the  restraints  of  party, 
did  minor  satellites  follow  in  his  course,  and  men,  who  by 
pen  and  speech  deplored  what  they  termed  the  ruin  of  their 
conntry,  and  went  aboat  among  the  people  hysterically 
wringing  their  hands  for  their  conntry's  fate,  and  indulging 
in  no  very  complimentary  epithets  towards  the  men  who 
had  bronght  about  the  catastrophe,  were  found  snugly  en- 
sconsed  in  place,  and  complacently  receiving,  from  the  very 
hands  of  the  alleged  wreckers  of  the  country's  "  noble  con- 
stitution," the  reward  of  their  own  andden  political  transfor- 
mation I  It  is  surely  neither  cynical  nor  unreasonable  not 
to  give  credit  for  patriotism  where  it  is  not  deserved. 

The  (Ti'fy  of  Pori^  of  the  Inman  line  sailed  f^m  Queens- 
town,  on  the  fiiteenth  of  August,  1869,  with  His  Boyat 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  on  board,  and  was  signalled  off  the 
harbour  of  Halifkz,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  twenty-second, 
having  made  the  trip  in  six  days  and  seventeen  honrs.  His 
fioyal  Highness  was  received,  on  landing,  by  Sir  John  Toong 
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the  Governor-General,  and  Major-General  Doyle.  On  Monday 
the  whole  city  may  be  said  to  have  turned  out  to  do  honor 
to  the  Prince.  The  route  of  the  procession,  which  comprised 
the  pablic  Bocieties  of  the  city  and  the  volanteer  companies, 
was  from  the  Dock  yard  to  Government  House.  The  Prince 
was  enthnsiastically  cheered  on  his  ronte.  Tlie  school  children 
assembled  on  the  south  side  of  the  Grand  Parade,  singing 
with  fine  effect,  God  save  the  Queen.  There  was  a  concert 
in  the  Horticultural  Gardens,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Early 
Closing  Association,  which  was  sttended  by  nearly  five  thou- 
sand persons,  and  at  which  His  Royal  Highness  was  present, 
being  greeted,  as  he  stepped  on  the  platform,  by  the  aisging 
of  an  anthem,  composed  expressly  for  the  occasion  by  Mr. 
John  A.  Bell.  The  Prince  was  also  entertained  at  a  ball 
tendered  by  the  garrison,  and  at  a  snccessfhl  picnic  held  on 
the  classic  ground  of  his  grandfather's  lodge,  after  which  he 
proceeded  to  St.  John,  and  snbsequently  to  Quebec,  having 
previously  visited  Prince  Edward  Island. 

The  year  1870  was  marked  by  acalamity  which  will  long 
remain  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  Province.  We  refer 
to  the  loss  of  the  steamship  City  of  Boston,  of  the  Inman 
line.  She  was  an  iron  screw  steamer,  built  in  1865,  by  Tod 
and  McGregor  of  Glasgow.  She  had  seven  water-tight  com- 
partments, with  engines  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  nominal, 
but  working  ap  to  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-two  actual 
horse  power.  Her  gross  tonnage  was  two  thou3aDd,8ix  hundred 
and  thirteen,  and  she  was  ship-rigged.  Like  nearly  all  the 
trans-atlantic  steamers,  she  carried  upon  her  npper  deck  a 
hoQse  running  the  entire  length  of  the  ship,  and  finishing 
off  at  the  ends  in  a  round  poop  stem,  and  large  top-gallant 
fore-castle.  The  houBe,which  was  seven  feet  high,  and  eight«en 
feet  wide,  contained  thesaloons,  officer's  rooms,  fore-castle,  &e. 
And  upon  the  top  of  it  was  the  hurricane  or  promenade  deck. 
The  vessel  cost  eighty-four  thousand  pounds,  and  was  valued 
by  her  owners  at  sixty-five  thousand  pounds.  Of  this  amoont 
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twenty  thoosaDd  ponadA  only  were  isanred.  The  pgliciea  on 
the  Teseel  having  run  oat  about  the  time  ahe  reached  Hali- 
fax, &esh  policies  were  effected  which  commenced  from  tlie 
time  of  her  departure,  and  the  amonnt  of  inanrance  waa 
thm  rednced  by  the  company  trom  thirty  thonsand  to 
twenty  tJiousand  pounds. 

The  City  <^ BDtbrn  left  Lirerpool  on  Uu  oatwKrd  voyage  to  HiJifai^ 
BMtOQ  ftnd  Nev-Torkgon  the  fleet  of  Jatuuai?,  1870.  She  c&nied  a  cRW 
of  eightf-iii  handi,  ftll  told,  and  ma  in  etae,^  of  OaptaiD  Joeepb  J.  Bal- 
crow,  who  haA  been  nine  jtan  a  muter  iu  tbe  compau^i  •orvice.  On  the 
outwud  passage  the  steamer  lost  one  blade  of  ber  propeller  two  days  before 
reaching  Halifax.  She  proceeded  witb  the  remaining  two  blades.  At  Kew- 
Torka  spore  propeller  WM  fitted  to  theTessel,aodsbe  wiled ftomHewToik 
on  tbe  twentf-flftb  of  Janaarj.  Sbe  bad  ttien  on  board  a  general  cargo 
consiating  of  cotton,  oil  cake,  flour,  beef,  baooa,  lard,  hops,  tallow,  wheat 
and  copper  ore,  and  weighing  altogether  eight  hundred  and  eioetr  tons. 
Sbe  had  also  on  board,  for  her  own  consamptian,  nine  hundred  and  thiHf 
seven  tons  of  coal,  and  arrived  in  Halifax  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Jaonixj. 
Sbe  there  took  on  board  the  mails,  and  a  qnantitj  of  cargo,  consisting 
chiefij  of  the  extra  loggage  of  passengers,  and  paokagee  shipped  bj  the 
naval  storekeeper,  amounting  to  Gfty-seven  tons  measurement,  or  about 
twenty  tons  weight. 

Tbe  total  cargo  in  the  vessel  when  she  left  Halifax,  which  she  did  at  noon 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Jannary,  amounted  to  about  nine  hundred  and  ten 
tons— the  total  weight  that  the  ship  had  on  board  od  leaving  Halifkx  being, 
inclading  machinery,  cargo,  and  coal,  two  thousand  and  eighty-eeven  tons. 
Tbe  draft  of  water,  on  her  arrival  at  Halifax,  as  reported  in  a  letter  to  her 
owners  from  the  Uaplain,  was  twenty-one  ftet  seven  inches  forward,  and 
twenty-one  feet  elgbt  inches  aft ;  so  that  after  allowing  one  inch  of  depres- 
sion for  the  Halifax  cargo,  the  vessel  wassixlnchesblgher  oatof  the  waier 
when  she  left  Halifax  than  when  sbe  soiled  from  New  Tork. 

Tbe  CUy  cfBotton  was  never  hesrd  of  after  leaving  Halifax,  but  repealed 
reports  of  her  arrival  had  reached  the  city,  exciting  expectaUons  which 
nnfortonalely  were  not  realised.  On  Wednesday,  tbe  sixteenth  of  Ifarch, 
Hr.  UcDonald,  of  tbe  Telegraph  ofHce,  received  a  telegram  from  New  York 
intimating  that  a  message  had  been  received  in  the  dty  to  tbe  effect  that 
the  •tesmer  had  arrived  at  Queenslown  at  one  o'clock,  A.  H.  As  several 
unreliable  telegrams  bad  been  previously  sent,  that  gentleman  decided  not 
to  make  tl;e  report  public  until  it  was  cooGrmed.  About  eleven  o'clock. 
Hi.  Tbomu  B.  Kenny,  whoae  brother  was  a  passenger  In  the  missing  stea- 
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iner,  reedTed.  k  talegnpbic  mesuge  from  ft  Mend  in  ICanchnter,  coogntn- 
latioK  him  on  the  skfe  orriTftl  of  the  teuel  ftt  Qaeenstown.  This  was 
confirmed  by  another  telegnun  from  Ploiater  Cdtb,  C.  d.,  to  Ui.  Patrick 
Power,  H.  P.,  whoee  ion  and  partner  vera  on  the  eteamer.  Sir  Edward 
Eennj  also  Tecelred  a  telegraia  froin  Sir  John  Bose,  London,  annoandng 
the  aniTOl  of  the  eteamer.  The  news,  respecting  the  truth  of  which  then 
WBB  now  no  doabt,  created  intanae  pleunrable  excitement  tbron^Dnt  the 
citj,  but  wBi  contiadicled  in  conne  of  the  da;,  and  hgtin  the  city  was 
ebronded  to  gloom,  intended  by  bitter  dleappointmeDt.  With  the  Ci^  <^ 
BrMon  were  lost  some  of  the  beat  men  in  Halifax— Bome  of  them,  joaxtg 
men  of  sterling  character,  abllltj  and  enterprise.  The  human  freight  of  the- 
Bteuner  nnmbered  altogether  otct  two  hnndied  aonle.  * 

In  bringiDg  this  sketch  of  the  hietory  of  Nova  Scotia  to 
a  close,  we  must  refer  to  the  deuth  of  one  of  her  most  dis- 
tinguished eons,  whose  usef\i1  life  is  so  incorporated  widi 
her  history  that  a  record  of  the  transactioiiB  in  which  he  was 
the  most  conspicuoae  agent,  must  ever  constitnte  a  per- 
manent feature  of  the  narrative.  We  refer  to  Joseph  Howe, 
who  died  on  the  first  of  June,  1873,  in  Government  House, 
which  he  occupied  as  the  Lieu  ten  ant  Governor  of  hie  native 
Province.  Mr.  Howe  was  bom  in  1804,  on  the  North  West 
Arm,  near  Halifex.  His  father,  Mr.  John  Howe,  was  held 
in  high  estimation,  and  was  for  many  years  King's  Printer, 
and  Postmaster-General  of  Nova  Scotia.  On  two  different 
occasions  when  difficulties  arose  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  the  elder  Mr.  Howe  was  sent  thither  by 
Government  on  confidential  missions — a  striking  proof  of 
confidence  in  his  sagacity  and  judgment.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity  and  sincere  piety,  and  died  in  the  year 
1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eight^'-three. 

In  boyhood,  Joseph  was  put  to  the  printing  business.  His 
first  literary  effusion  was  a  poem  on  Melville  Island,  which 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  Kortb  West  Arm,  and  where  prison- 
ers were  confined  during  the  last  French  and  American  wars. 

•  Fw  UnarBalUuc  PaMeDgen,M<AppeDdUH, 
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An  the  production  of  a  mere  stripliDg,  it  attracted  consider- 
able attention.  Young  Howe  continued  to  write  verees,  and 
practice  prose  compositions,  his  tastes  being  decidedly  of  a 
literary  cast.  When  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
parchaeed,  in  conjunction  with  iSi.  James  Spike,  the  "  Weekly 
Chronicle,"  to  whom  he  sold  hia  share,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  purchased  the  "  Nova  Scotian  "  from  Mr.  G.  R 
Tonng,  B.  paper  which  had  been  established  by  that  £«ntle- 
man  three  yeam  previously,  and  of  which  Mr.  Howe  now 
became  sole  proprietor  and  editor.  We  have  gone  over  the 
file  of  the  "  Nova  Scotian  "  from  year  to  year,  and  have 
been  amazed  at  the  variety  and  amount  of  talent  which  its 
youthful  editor  had  succeeded  in  enlisting  in  its  columns. 
Public  questions  were  discussed  with  amplitude,  earnest- 
ness and  vigor.  The  principal  contributors  to  the  paper 
evidently  wrote  as  if  their  literary  reputation  depended 
upon  their  productions,  which  generally  appeared  In  the 
form  of  letters.  The  columns  of  the  "  Acadian  Becorder" 
vrere  equally  solid  and  attractive,  whilst  in  typography  the 
older  files  of  these  papers  are  not  surpassed  by  those  of  any 
papers  flourishing  in  more  recent  times. 

The  young  editor  was  determined  to  succeed  in  his  voca- 
tion, if  constant  devotion  to  duty  conid  accomplish  that  de- 
sirable end.  He  reported  with  his  own  hand  the  proceedings 
of  the  Assembly  and  public  meetings,  with  accuracy  and  full- 
ness. The  work  was  thoroughly  done — public  men  having 
no  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  their  speeches 
were  reported,  and  when  he  undertook  the  work  of  conden- 
sation it  was  done  with  rare  taste  and  judgment,  the  kernel 
«f  the  speaker's  observations  being  preserved,  and  presented 
in  a  readable  and  flowing  form. 

Une  noble  characteristic  in  Mr.  Howe  as  an  editor  was, 
that  he  never  allowed  his  private  feelings  or  political  priu- 
ciples^to  interfere  with  the  impartial  discharge  of  his  edi- 
torial duties.    His  paper  was  always  open  to  fair  discosaion, 


..Google 


HK.  HOWE  AB  AN  EDITOR.  *71 

and  communicationB  were  freely  admitted,  however  much 
opposed  to  the  political  eentimenta  of  which  it  was  the  ad- 
vocat*.  He  never  condescended  to  make  hie  paper  the 
mere  organ  of  a  political  faction.  If  anyone  felt  aggrieved 
by  anything  which  he  had  pnbliahed,  the  columns  of  hi. 
paper  were  always  open  for  reply. 

Editorial  writing  was  not  the  description  of  literary  work 
in  which  Mr.  Howe  most  excelled.  Hia  articloa  wet*  gen- 
erally long  and  read  pleasantly,  hnt  were  perhaps  somewhat 
rambling  and  deficient  in  condensation  and  epigrammatic 
point.  After  the  pernsal  of  them  one  had  the  feeling  that 
the  writer  had  a  great  deal  more  to  say,  which  might  have 
been  said  in  the  same  space.  An  editorial  onght  to  be  a 
complete  piece  of  composition  so  far  a»  it  goes.  In  this 
olement  Mr.  Howe's  ppodnctions  were  usually  deficient. 

Bnt  if  Mr.  Howe  wae  deficient  ia  editorial  writing  he  ex- 
celled in  the  compoeition  of  deapatchea,  and  the  framing  of 
resolnlions.  He  was  master  of  a  singnlarly  pellncid  and 
masculine  style,  and  had  the  faculty  of  presenting  his 
thonghtt  in  ao  clear  a  light  that  there  conld  be  no  difflonlty 
in  apprehending  hia  meaning. 

He  had  a  fine  imagination  which  was  under  thorough  con- 
trol.  He  wa«  seldom  grotesque  in  writing,  or  extravagant 
in  description  or  illustration.  His  taste  in  compoeition  was 
refined  ftam  his  youth,  which  is  accounted  for  by  his  read- 
ing and  studying  the  host  English  authors. 

Mr.  Howe  was  an  enemy  to  public  abuses,  which  he 
attacked  with  a  vigor  and  courage  productive  of  the  beet 
results.  He  did  not  fear  the  face  of  man,  and  was  never 
known  to  «>crifice  tie  country's  interest,  at  the  .hr,»e  of 
personal  aggrandisement.  We  have  already  said  that  h» 
opposition  to  Confederation  for  which  he  had  been  pre- 
viously a  strenuous  adv  ocate,  and  hi.  treatment  of  Ote 
anti-Confederates  were  entirely  out  of  harmony  with  hi. 
previous  life,  but  his  ineonsi.toncy  in  this  respect  cannot 
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material)y  diminiah  the  respect  in  which  he  mnet  ever  be  held 
b;  his  country,  which  he  served  with  disinteiested  zeal  and 
devotioii. 

As  a  pnldic  man  Mr.  Howe  was  pare.  Any  thought  of 
makiDg  his  position  cwidDdve  to  the  acqnirexaent  of  wealth 
never  entered  his  mind.  With  ample  opportanitieB  for  ac- 
cmnalating  property  he  never  soiled  his  hands,  and  died  a 
comparatively  poor  man.  If  any  one  wishes  to  ascertun 
the  degree  to  which  he  was  beloved  by  his  coantrymen,  let 
him  enter  into  conversation  with  country  people,  who  were 
latterly  politically  opposed  to  him,  and  he  will  find,  in  com- 
bination with  sadness,  proofe  of  abiding  veneration,  and  deep 
seated  affection.  The  qoalitiea  which  inspired  satdt  feelings 
mnst  have  been  noble. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  death  Mr.  Howe  was  appointed 
Lieatenant-Oovernor  of  Kora  Scotia — a  position  to  which 
no  other  living  man  was  equally  entitled,  and  for  which  he 
possessed  all  the  necraeary  ijnaliflcatioiis  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree. But  his  health  was  shattered,  and  it  appeared  too 
evident  to  his  fHends  that  he  conld  not  long  occupy  the  hon- 
orable post  to  which  he  bad  attained.  Deeiroos  of  obtuning 
any  reminiscences  of  his  early  political  assodatos  with 
which  he  might  be  disposed  to  fomish  as,  we  called  at 
Government  Hoose  on  the  Monday  prerioos  to  his  death. 
Se  received  ns  cordially — his  ematiated  t^pearaoce  and 
blanched  connteuance  plunly  showed  that  the  end  was  not 
far  distant.  He  seemed  delighted  in  recalling  the  scenes  of 
tbrmer  days  in  the  Hoose  of  Assembly.  His  eye  was  clear, 
and  his  intellect  bright.  On  remarking  that  the  reading  of 
some  of  S.  G.  W.  Archibald's  speeches  impressed  as  with  the 
conviction  that  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  the  Province 
had  produced.  He  said:  "  Yes,  he  was  an  able  man — a  man 
ol  Gommanding  presence,  and  had  a  voice  as  clear  as  a  bell." 
Of  John  Young,  Agricola,  he  remarked  that  he  was  by  no 
means  ready  in  debate,  hut  that  after  studying  his  subject 


^d  by  Google 


AK   INTBRTIIW  WITH   HB.  HOWE.  473 

be  spoke  with  great  power.  Undisg  that  Mr.  Howe  was 
getting  excited — for  lie  rose  from  his  seat,  with  his  hand  on 
his  breast,  and  Buffering  fiom  oppreasire  breathing,  sudden- 
ly exclumed,  "these  were  the  men  t" — we  at  once  retired, 
regretting  that  the  state  of  his  health  did  not  permit  the 
interview  to  be  prolonged.  Sest  Sunday  Joseph  Howe  had 
gone  to  "  the  nndisco^ered  coiintry,  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveller  returns." 
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ProTince  of  Novs  Scotia — Its  position — Extent — General  features 

Soil — Climate — Prevalence  of  rain — Account  of  a   visit  to  the 
fruit  show  at  Somerset — Advantagea  of  Nova  Scotia  for  farmiug. 

NoTA  ScOTU  coosiBta  of  aPeoinaulo,  and  tbe  Maai  of  Capa  Breton — Ibe 
peniuBular  portion  of  it  being  about  two  houdred  and  Bfly  milea  in  len^, 
and  ila  eitreme  breadth  being  about  one  hundred  miles.  It  is  counecml 
witb  tbe  main  land  of  the  American  Continent  bj  an  isthmos  diteen  milei 
in  vidlb,  Cape  Breton  being  separate  froas  Nova  Scotia  proper  by  the  nar- 
row StT^t  of  Canao.  Tbe  island  is  aDoat  one  hundred  miles  in  extreme 
lenglb,  and  eight;  in  breadth.  A  considerable  porUon  of  (he  snperGcies  ct 
the  ProTinoB  ig  occupied  bj  lakea  of  various  Bises  of  which  Lake  Hosignole 
in  Queen's  county  is  said  to  be  the  largest.  But  a  Tery  small  portion  of 
the  country  is,  atnclly  speaking,  mountainous.  Its  surface  is  generally  un- 
dolatiag,  and  its  aspect  pleasing.  That  portion  of  tbe  Province  vbieh 
faces  the  Atlantic  to  tbe  south  is  bold  and  rugged,  with  deep  indenalious, 
butrelievediDsammer  byspolBof  fresh  vendure,andthflTariegated  coIouib 
of  the  distant  forest,  while  the  land  that  fronts  the  Bay  of  Fniidf  is  ot  com- 
poratiTely  even  surface,  forming  a  striking  contrast  to  the  aontbem  coast 
line  of  the  Peninsula. 

Few  countries  have  been,  in  their  general  geological  featutea,  betler  de- 
scribed, the  greater  portion  of  the  work  having  been  done  without  any 
pecuniary  remuneration  whatever.  In  every  house  in  the  Province  there 
oughlto  beacopyof  Dr.  Dawson's  work  which  combines  scientific  accuracy 
and  extensive  original  research  with  a  pleaetng  narrative,  encumiiered 
with  comparaUvely  little  technical  phraseology.  To  the  labors  of  Gesner 
reArenee  has  been  already  made.  Honeyman,  Brown,  Hind  and  Howe  ban 
also  contribnled  not  a  few  valoable  papers  on  tbs  geology  of  tbe  country. 

Till  a  comparalirely  recent  period  the  most  erroneous  noUons  were  en- 
tertained in  Europe  as  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  Nova  Scolda.  In  an 
anonymons  description  of  it,  published  in  Edinburgh  in  IT8T,  the  soil  was  re- 
presented to  be  sospongy  as  not  to  bear  the  loot  of  a  man,  unless  congealed 
by  fhiBt.  Whether  the  writar  bad  landed  at  some  boggy  part  of  the  coast, 
and  drew  a  sweeping  conclusion  based  on  bis  limited  experience  as  to  tbe 
general  character  of  the  country,  or  trusted  entirely  to  bis  fertile  imaguia- 
lion  in  his  description,  it  is  impoaeible  to  determine.  Even  on  tbe  part  of 
some  Nova  Scotians  there  is  a  tendency  to  speak  of  ttMit  country  as  not 
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adiptod  for  brmiug  openttiooi,  and  to  point  to  tbe  weat  as  th«  proper  re- 
giOQ  Tor  agricnltuTBl  aotttement.  He&r  one  wbose  ntitloga  ara  dietinEoisli- 
ed  bj  BObrietj  of  i  tatement,  and  whose  opinion  oaght  to  carry  weight.  Dr. 
DawBOa  saj i :  ''  it  is  acarcelf  ftiir  to  compare  oar  country  with  those  parts 
of  America  which  present  vast  tracts  of  foreit,  and  which  are  yearly  raceiv- 
ing  swarms  of  emigrants,  who  are  cutting  down  the  woods  and  exporting- 
a  great  surplus  of  grun  from  the  first  ttrtility  of  the  virgin  soil.  Such 
countries  are  now  yieldiDg  large  supplies  of  produce,  but  their  rertility  is 
beingrftpidlytihaosted,  and  we  have  no  evidence  that  when  tbe  land  be- 
comes cleared,  and  the  influx  of  new  population  ceases  they  wilt  be  even  aa 
prodactive  as  tbe  average  distiicls  of  our  Prorinoe.  Sor  is  it  safe  lo  speak 
in  gener^  terms,  either  of  praise  or  condemnation,  of  a  country  so  various 
in  the  ijuBlitieB  of  Its  soil  as  onr  province.  We  have  some  land  as  bad  as 
any  can  be ;  we  bare  in  other  dtstricts  soils  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the 
world.  We  have  also  ezteosiTe  tracts  of  swl  which  require,  in  order  to 
prodactiveuess,  a  larger  amount  of  skilful  husbandry  than  they  have  yet 
received." 

ScientiSc  agriculture  <s  carried  to  as  great  perfection  in  Scotland,  as  in 
any  country  in  the  world ;  yet  the  soil  of  Scotland,  is  not  natarally  more 
fertile  than  that  of  Xova  Scotia,  and  there  is  a  greater  cultivable  area 
heie,  in  proportion  to  the  eilent  of  country ;  and  Nova  Scotia  enjoys  thft 
additional  advantage  <if  a  Urge  tract  of  marine  allnvial  soil,  prodaced 
by  tbe  tide  wave  that  sweeps  up  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  which  conlinues 
to  retain  its  fertility  nndimiiiished  for  generations. 

Nor  can  Nova  Scotia  complain  of  its  climate.  It  can  be  (Urly  placed  in 
competiUoD  with  tliat  of  Britain,  even  fbr  agricnitnral  purposes,  and  so 
far^as  personal  comfort  is  concerned,  that  of  Nova  SScotia  will  be  preferred 
by  tbe  majority  of  persons  who  have  had  experience  of  both  climates.  The 
mildness  of  the  winter  in  Britain  is  considerably  marred  by  remarkable 
humidity,  which  materially  diminishes  the  number  of  days  suitable  for 
oat  door  labor,  whilst  the  advantages  of  early  spring  ate  counter-balanced 
by  the  rapidity  of  growth  in  Nova  Scolio,  and  the  splendour  of  tbe  pro- 
tracted antumn. 

The  large  quantities  of  flour  which  are  landed  weekly  at  the  wharves  ir 
Halifax,  to  be  afterwords  sent  lo  all  parts  of  the  Province,  showj  the 
extent  to  which  we  are  dependent  for  tbe  staff  of  lite  on  Canada  and  the 
United  Sutes.  Whilst  tbe  greater  rain  fait  in  Nova  Scotia,  renders  tbe 
snccessftal  culture  of  wheat  more  precarious  than  in  many  parts  of  the 
Slates  and  Ontario,  yet  a  large  proportion,  at  least,  of  tbe  wheat  which  Is 
required  for  tbe  Province,  might  be  grown  on  our  own  soil.  In  travelling 
through  the  country  in  autumn,  when  the  golden  colour  of  the  grain  fields 
renders  thaa   peculiarly  conspicnoni,  one  who  has  tnvelled  in  other 
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rejiong,  ia  Btoiok  with  tlie  very  limited  eilent  t«  whicb  cereolB  aw  Miti- 
gated Id  th«  ProTlDce,  «Teii  in  dtBtriets  whtMe  natire  fertility  is  eqval  to 
that  of  the  ricbett  aoU  of  any  other  land. 

Connected  with  tlw  Dominion  Department  of  Harine  and  FiehMie*  there 
is  a  Ueteorologieal  office,  under  tlie  able  management  of  Hr.  RlDgnon, 
vhoee  olgecti  are  the  collection  of  taeteotoloeical  Btatisties,  and  thair 
ArranKement  in  fonna  suitable  for  the  disnuaion  of  varloni  phyrical  qsM- 
tioni— the  combination  of  the  information  collected  ftom  muneroni  plfeoes, 
in  a  seriee  of  years,  and  the  dednetion  thetef)«n)  of  tlie  climatic  character 
of  each  district  and  locality,  and  the  law!  of  geographical  diatribntion — 
and  the  prognostication  of  weather.  The  report  of  the  superintendent 
preeenled  ia  Janaaiy  last  is  equally  interesting  and  Talu^la.  TFe  hare 
referred  to  Ontario  being  better  adapted  for  the  OMitnre  of  wheat  od 
account  of  tbe  comparative  dryness  of  id  climate.  By  reference  to  the 
t^le  where  the  depth  and  number  ot  days  of  raia — eiclnsive  of  snow — in 
tbe  eereral  ProTinees,  for  each  quarter  and  year  ftvm  Ssptcmtter,  1869,  to 
August,  1ST2,  are  shown,  it  is  found  that  the  fall  of  lain  in  the  BDnoMr 
-qoarter  of  1673  in  Ontario  was  T.49  inches,  in  Quebec  10.93,  New  Bnmgwkk 
ia.99,  and  Nora  Scotia  12.26— tbe  yeaily  rainfUl  ftom  1871-1371  bdag 
la  Ont&rio,  18.34  inches,  Qnebec,  21.96,  New  Brunawlck,  3T.31  and  Son 
Seotia,  39^1.  Thus  we  find  that  the  qoaotity  of  rain  which  falls  aaaiMUT 
in  Nora  Scotia  is  more  than  double  that  which  blls  in  Ontario.  The 
number  of  days  in  the  ssme  year  in  which  rain  Ml  in  the  respactiTe 
ProTinces— Ontario  77.9  days,  Qnebec  79,  New  BruMwick  lOB,  and  Mot* 
Scotia  lie.l.  But  the  sopersliandaiioe  ol  moisture  in  Nora  Scotia  mightbe 
to  a  great  extent  counteracted  by  a  system  of  thorough  drainage.  If  the 
climate  is  deficient  as  compared  with  some  ot  Uie  other  Frorincea  fbttlie 
growth  of  wheat  It  is  most  favwable  lot  green  crops,  turnips,  cairoli^ 
mangel-wnrwl,  wnnel,  *c,  which  in  Mora  Scotia  an  eattinled  to  a  very 
limited  extent,  thon^  thpy  are  as  valoable  to  tbe  former  as  any  other 
crops,  and  ean  be  bronght  to  as  great  pertection  as  in  any  of  Uie  sister 
Prorincei. 

We  had  intended  to  hare  attempted  a  description  of  each  of  tlie  coon- 
ties  of  which  the  Frorinoe  consists,  bat  the  extent  to  which  other  subjects 
hare  been  treated  prevents  the  fulfilment  of  onr  purpose.  But  b«for« 
dealing  with  more  solid  and  slatistioal  topics  perhaps  an  account  of  a 
Jonmey  taken  from  Halifax  to  one  of  the .  fruit  shows  of  the  Nova  Seotia 
FruH  Orowen  Association  held  at  Somerset,  Kings  Coonty,  might  not  be 
nnacoeptable  as  eonveyiag  the  impreasions  produced  by  tlie  soeneiy  of  a 
portion  of  the  Prorinoe  on  a  stranger.  Tbe  narrative  is  presented  withont 
«ny  attempt  to  make  It  suitable  for  tbe  gravity  of  bo<A  oompoaition.   ' 

Although  we  have  seen  more  snmmen  than  it  concerns  the  reader  to 
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know, ;«( ire  are  free  \a  confbsa  that  we  cannot  regM^  tbe  prospect  of  a. 
pleftanre  trip  without  experiencing  that  degree  of  agreeable  eicitemcnt  uni- 
fonnlj  characteriatic  of  youth.  On  the  preceding  evening  we  scan  tha 
eky  in  all  directions  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  as  to  determine  with  an 
infallibili^  equal  (o  that  of  tbe  celebrated  Admiral  Fitzro/,  the  kind  ol 
weather  that  is  to  prevail  on  the  monow.  On  consulting  our  note-book, 
Te  find  that,  bowevei  varied  and  conflicting  the  data  resulting  from  our 
KDiious  and  paiDSt«kin(c  observations,  onlj-  one  conclusion  has  been 
hitherto  arrived  at — to  wit,  that  the  weather  is  certain  to  be  of  tbe  most 
propitious  character.  If  it  be  as  Bums  sajs  in  his  address  to  that  respect- 
able and  ubiquitous  personage  "  The  Deil,"— 

"  A  weai7,  ■windy,  wately  night, 
When  stars  look  down  with  sklentin'  light ;'' 

we  congratulate  all  aroand  on  tbe  circumstance  that  the  deck  of  the 
weather— a  mysterious  personage,  with  whom  it  is  tbe  interest  of  people  to 
be  on  ag  good  terms  as  with  "  AuldHoruie"  himself— b>u  bad  tbe  discretion 
to  pour  out  bie  watery  tcoasurea  at  so  fitting  a  lime,  generonslj  reserving 
sunshine  for  our  special  use  I  If  after  a  beautiful  day  it  threatens  rain,  no 
portent  proves  safGciently  ominoos  to  produce  the  conviction  that  to- 
morrow will  not  be  fine—if  the  lightning  gleams  and  the  thunder  roars, 
it  will  certainly  be  a  cool  braciog  day  to-morrow  I  We  ralllantly  challenge 
tbe  reader  to  cite  one  instance  in  which  an;  weather  prophet  has  predicted, 
where  bii  own  special  comfort  was  concerned,  anj  kind  of  weather  than 
that  which  comea  under  the  comprehensive  description  of  "  fine,"  Being 
rather  of  a  phUosopbic  turn  of  mind  at  the  moment,  we  shall  venture  to 
attribute  the  universal  tendency  to  which  we  have  alluded  to  the  eradi- 
cable  principle  of  hope,  a  principle  of  which  no  man  can  thoroughly  divest 
bimself  without  the  melancholy  Ussae- insanity. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  sevenleenlb  of  October,  found  os  on  our  way 
to  the  railway.  The  morning  waa  clondy,  threatening  rain,  which  all 
travellers  dread  eicept  in  circumstances  where  long  continued  drought 
renders  it  particularly  acceptable  to  the  soil ;  but  the  weather,  on  the  as- 
lumption  of  no  change  either  in  increased  sunshine  or  gloom  tailing  place, 
was,  in  the  circumstances,  quite  up  to  our  ideal.  The  passengers  on  leav- 
ing Halifax  were  to  travel  a  district  of  country  where  the  charms  presented 
were  to  be  reflected  from  bill,  dole,  wood  and  water.  Hence  the  allerna- 
Uons  of  sunibineand  cloud,  incident  to  the  existing  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
were  pordcalarly  favorable  to  the  production  of  at  once  a  striking  and 
pleasing  effect.  Except  ttnder  the  conditions  indicated,  we  do  not  believe 
(bat  natural  scenerj,  in  cases  where  eiteflsiTe  range  of  vision  and  sublimity 
of  effect  are  obtained,  can  be  viewed  to  advantage. 
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On  arriring  at  the  RicbmoDil  stalioD  the  first  thlag  that  strikes  one  who 
baa  jast  come  from  the  old  countr;,  but  who  has  neier  seen  an  American 
Railway  car,  is  its  peculiar  conslrnction  as  compared  with  ita  Britjat 
brother.  lo  the  latter  Ibe  passengers  face  each  otber  exact]/  aa  they  do 
in  an  ordinary  coach,  each  compartiDeDt  leing  distinct  tuid  separate  from 
the  rest.  Tbe  privacy  Ihns  secured  is  not  nnfrtquently  dearly  paid  for  by 
murderous  attacks  being  made  on  unoffending  passengers.  In  point  of 
comfort,  and  in  other  Respects  the  American  system  of  railway  nccommoda- 
tion  is  decidedly  euperior  to  the  British.  lo  the  train  we  have  fi  goodly 
company  ;  nmnj  of  the  passengers  being,  like  ourselves,  bound  for  the  frnit 
tbow.  We  find  ourselves  iu  agreeable  and  intelligent  society.  On  passing 
Bedford  Basin  the  connlry  presents  a  sterile  appearance,  the  surface  being 
generally  uneven  and  rocliy,  A  series  of  tmall  lakes  relieve  tbe  monotony 
of  tbe  scene,  and  in  coajunction  with  tbe  spruce,  fir,  and  dwarf  birch  and 
niaple  tbat  abound  in  the  district,  constitute  not  a  few  splendid  lectures. 
At  this  season  of  the  year  thepBrtJally  decayed  foliage  assumes  all  tbebnej 
of  Ihe  rainbow,  and  in  many  coses  the  colours  are  so  charmingly  blended, 
as  to  prisent  scenes  i:ieipre.«itity  ttnulifal.  It  is  Ooeof  ihe  cbaracteristics 
of  Nova  Hcotian  scL-nifry  that  wood  gruws  everywhere  On  the  vetj  margin 
of  the  water ;  whether  salt  or  fresh.  Aa  the  morning  is  Calm  the  trees  are 
reflected  vividly  on  the  surface  ;  the  brilliant  cutoura  brought  out  by  occs- 
sional  gleams  of  clear  BunEbine,bcinK  toned  in  the  reflectian — the  trembling 
undulations  of  the  water,  in  which  tbey  delight  to  glass  themselves,  impart- 
ing a  truly  ethereal  aspect  to  tbe  pleasing  scene.  Although  this  part  of  the 
country  bears  no  close  resemblance  to  the  Garden  of  Eden,  we  are  reminded 
of  that  passage  in  Paradise  Lost,  where  Eve  for  tbe  Grst  time  beholds  her 
own  image  in  the  water  ; — 

"  Kot  distant  far  from  Ihcace  a  murmuring  sound 
Of  waters  issned  from  a  cave,  and  spread 
Into  a  liquid  plun ;  then  stood  unmoved, 
Pure  as  the  expanse  of  heaven;  I  thither  went 
With  ioeipcrienced  thought,  and  lud  me  dawn 
On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 
.    Smooth  lake  that  lo  me  seemed  another  sky  t 
As  I  bent  down  to  look,  just  opposite 
A  shape  within  tbe  watery  gleam  appeared 
Bending  to  look  on  nte.    1  started  back, 
It  started  back ;  but  pleased  I  soon  return'd, 
Pleaa'd  it  returned  as  soon  with  answering  iooka 
Of  sympathy  and  love," 

Passing  tbe  limits  of  Haliiiii  cjunly  in  tbe  direction  of  Windsor  the 
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scene  changed,  loitead  of  the  profusion  of  sprace,  Sr,  and  dwarf  bircb 
Tvbich  prevails  for  twenty  mileg  after  leaving  Halifai,  a  goodly  quantity 
of  hemlock,  birch  and  maple  clothes  the  country,  and  its  aspect  becomea  in 
an  agricultural  point  of  view,  greatly  improTed.  Smiling  fields  and  oeat 
cottages  enliven  tbe  scene,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  country  pre- 
sents evidence  of  comparatively  ancient  seldement.  On  oucarrivalat  Wind- 
sor Station  there  is  the  usual  bustle  and  activity.  To  secure  our  Inggage 
end  a  comfortable  seat  on  the  coach  are  the  main  objects.  The  coachman 
is  an  important  personage,  whom  the  passengers  consult  with  great  defer- 
ence as  to  the  disposal  of  their  pcnons  and  traps.  In  appearance  and  man- 
ner he  is  a  portly  representative  of  the  "old  Weller"  school,  save  that  bis 
clearness  of  eye  and  freshness  of  complexion  indicate  that  the  race  is  im- 
proving. We  are  honored  by  a  seat  on  Her  Majesty's  moil  bag,  containing 
lota  of  Halifax  newspapers.  Owing  to  the  very  combustible  material  vi 
which  some  of  the  editorials  consist  we  do  not  feel  very  comfortable.  An 
editor  who  has  been  a  fellow-passcnger  by  train,  and  upon  whom  we  look 
down  as  lie  stands  at  the  hotel  entrance,  modifies  our  fears  by  assuring  us 
that  none  of  his  literary  torpedoes  are  below  us.  We  are  favored  on  the 
lop  with  the  company  of  a  gentleman  who  consoles  us  as  the  coach  starts, 
and  we  feel  onr  seat  insecure  by  saying  that  he  once  had  a,  rapid  descent 
without  an;  serioDS  congeqaences.  On  the  present  occasion  he  talies  the 
precaution  of  providing  himself  with  a  stout  umbrella,  the  bent  handle  of 
which  he  hooks  to  the  top  rail  of  the  coach,  and  thus  riding— as  be  ex- 
pressed it— securely  at  anchor,  we  proceed  on  our  paradoxical  journey. 
The  coach  proprielori,  sensible  of  the  amount  of  brain  that  would  be  lost 
to  the  coaalry  s'jonld  an  accident  occur,  engaged  the  services  of  an  emi- 
nent M.D.,  wbose  presence  was  all  the  more  acceptable— our  friend  of  tbe 
anchor  sagely  remarked — as  it  was  expected  a  numljer  of  little  mails  would 
be  delivered  on  the  journey.  , 

We  have  now  crossed  the  Avon,  and  behold  a  portion  of  that  process  bjr 
which  the  fertile  dyke  lands  are  produced.  Tba  sea  has  for  a  season  re- 
ceded to  a  great  disiaQce,'and  has  left  in  its  rear  a  plain  of  many  hundred 
acres  in  which  the  deposits  necessary  to  constitute  arable  land  are  being 
gradually  made.  The  tide,  as  if  inspired  with  intelligence,  collects  mud 
mixed  with  very  fine  sand,  and  bearing  the  treasure  in  its  bosom,  carefully 
deposits  it  in  thin  layers  on  the  surface  of  the  fiats,  and  having  thus  like  a 
bee  left  its  treasure  returns  to  collect  more  material  to  add  to  the  general 
etocli.  We  have  it  on  the  eminent  authority  of  Dr.  Dawson  that  there  are 
in  Xova  Scotia  fifty  thousand  acres  of  dyked  marsh,  the  value  of  which  is 
estimated  at  twenty  pounds  per  acre,*  the  undykedland,  bare  at  low  ebb  tide. 
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being  of  immensely  greater  eitenl.  It  is  highly  crediUble  to  the  Bkill  and 
enterprise  of  the  Frencb  tbat  thej  have  succeeded  in  reclaiming  by  their 
ingenuity  and  Ubor  such  lai^  tracts  of  coontry,  oad  that  at  a  period 
nben  scientific  attainments  in  the  accompIiBbment  of  such  work  was  by  id 
means  common.  For  many  years  preTjous  to  the  middle  of  loal  century 
Ibey  raised  splendid  crops  of  wheat  as  the  reward  of  their  indnatry,  which 
they  were  ahle  to  export  in  considerable  quantity  to  the  Boston  market.  How 
much  of  that  Taluable  cereal  is  growing  in  that  fertile  region  now?  If  the 
French  and  the  English  wbo  succeeded  them  hare  been  able  to  reclaim, 
laboring  under  many  diaadvanlages,  ao  much  valuable  land,  what  would 
capital  and  ecieotiGc  Ekill  not  effect  in  the  some  direction?  The  sea  is 
performing  its  part  of  (he  work  with  gigantic  power,  and  undevlating  re- 
gularity, and  would  leem  alike  by  the  terrible  roar  or  gentle  ripple  of  its 
waves,  to  call  upon  man  to  reap  the  beneGt  of  its  beneGcenl  industry.  And 
here  we  cannot  refrain  from  shedding  a  tear  of  sympathy  for  the  unfortun- 
ate AcadiiES  who,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fruit  of  their  industry,  were 
compelled  by  the  consequences  of  war  to  bid  adieu  to  those  fertile  fields 
which  it  had  been  tbeir  delight  to  cultivate. 

Tba  scenery  ag  we  proceed  to  Wolfville  is  truly  beautiful.  Oa  tbe  right 
Btrelctaca  the  marsh  land  towards  tbe  Basin  of  Hinas.  On  the  flat  hundreds 
of  cattle  are  quietly  browsing.  In  the  distance  rises  Blomidou,  forming  with 
the  mountain  range  Qf  which  it  is  the  terminus,  a  dignified  north  easmn 
boundary  to  tbe  prospect.  The  weather  continnes  all  that  can  be  desiitd. 
We  have  those  alternations  of  sunshine  and  cloud  to  which  we  have 
referred  ai  fortDlog  that  condition  of  the  atmosphere  most  suitable  for 
viewing  such  scenery.  As  we  hurl  along  we  pass  small  guUies  and  deep 
gorges,  ia  which  the  variegated  colors  of  the  foliage  seem  to  glow  with 
pecnliar  intenaity— the  startling  e3«ct  being  produced  hj  the  contrast 
formed  by  certain  spots  of  the  forest  gleaming  In  pure  sunshine,  wMlst 
other  spots  immediately  contiguous;  are  thrown  ia  shade  by  apassing  clond. 
We  bad  often  heard  glowingdescrlptionsofthebeauty  of  NovaScotianforeat 

under  two  lieida,  namely,  dyked  inar«Ii,  of  which  there  wu  tO.OlZ  aerat,  and  oOia 
Improved  land  IBS.SIO  acres,  making  In  all  888,8^  acrea.  Tl»  rMnma  of  1861  ibaw 
fonr  dlii<tlon*~d3'bed  aanh,  ultmiiali,  culUvitcd  Intervale  and  enltlvBCed  apUnd. 
Ofdjlicd  manh  there  were  35.MT  acrea.  Mr,  Fulton,  tbe  SmreCar]' to  the  Boaid  of 
Blatlatla,  remarb  that  li  would  be  a  mlstalifl  to  rappoae  there  wu  lea  ot  thli  de- 
KiiiiUOD  of  land  In  calUvatian  than  formerly^tbe  diabienoe  In  the  flgnrei  betas 
aceonnled  forl^om  (lie  bet  that  a  large  qnanUtj  of  land  returned  In  IMl  anderthe 
bnd  ot  Mit  manb.  was  Id  18GI  glmi  at  dyked  martb,  there  being  In  (he  rstiim  of 
that  jv*x  no  dlitlncllie  head  under  ulilcli  to  place  It.  UI  'alt  marab  ttie  qnuitjly 
iclnmed  In  1B61,  wai  £0,720  acrer,  making  together  with  tbe  dyked  manb  a  total  of 
ee,S16  aera,  being  an  luereve  of  16,204  acres  over  Ibc  total  amount  of  mirah  gireo 
tn  1661.    The  relumi  of  the  )a>t  optsub  not  liaving  bwn  pub'ijAed,  we  regret  tbo 

isei. 
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(cenerj-,  but,  withoat  tbe  sligbtMt  dewre  to  exaggerate, »«  declare  that  tlu 
actaal  Bight  of  it  has  exceeded,  in  its  ioeipressible  charms,  oor  mOBt  um- 
gome  eipectationa.  To  a  Scotchman  the  vxoa  is  perfectly  unique  and 
Btartliug.  The  emolioas  produced  are  diS^rant  fVom  those  generated  bj  the 
contemplation  of  Highland  aeeatrj.  In  the  latter  cub  there  are  preaeated 
ch^DS  of  m^estic  raouutaini,  Those  topBat«  fVequentl;  shrouded  in  gloom, 
and  upon  whose  capacioui  proportions  one  caooot  look  mUtonteiperieD- 
cing  aa  intense  aensatiaa  of  tbe  sublime— tbe  scene  being  fieqaentlj 
enliTened  b7ruBMiig  torrents  and  foaming  cataracts,  while  in  Ihe  rals 
beneath  streams  meander  amid  rerdent  Gelds,  tenanted  bj  lowing  cattle 
and  bleeting  sheep. 

But  we  are  now  at  Woifrille— a  pleasant  village,  the  houses  having  an 
air  of  peculiar  comfort,  and  having  gardens  attached  to  them  in  which 
roaj-cbeeked  apples  peep  out  from  among  the  leaves,  looking  down  on 
jolly  cabbages  and  other  vegetables.  Here  otir  friend  the  Doctor  leaves  us, 
being  welcomed  on  his  arrivri  by  his  venerable  fathei^-a  fine  specimen  of 
the  Nova  Scotian  old  gentleman.  *  Un  narrowly  scanning  the  Doctor's 
couDlenance  we  could  fiudno  traces  of  disappointment  that  he  had  no  limbs 
to  set,  or  human  bellows  to  mend  on  the  journey. 

We  must  now  pass  on  to  Kentville'-atiother  pleasant  village.  The 
coacbmaa  here  lands  us  safely.  We  must  do  him  Ibe  credit  to  say  that  be 
handled  the  reins  moet  skilfully,  and  that  bis  pleasant  dviliiy  contribated 
not  a  little  to  the  pleasure  of  the  journey.  Dinner  being  ordered,  wo  are 
Invited  by  two  gentlemen,  fellow  passengers,  whose  acquaintance  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  malimg,  to  take  a  short  ante-dinner  stioll,  which  we  did 
towards  a  bank,  at  tbe  base  of  which  a  river  flows.  It  is  immediately 
behind  tbe  hotel.  We  were  glad  of  the  suggestion,  as  the  prospect  is  as 
extensive  as  it  is  beautirnl.  The  people  of  Eentville  display  good  taste — 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  Wolfville — in  allowing  tbo  trees  which 
embellish  it  to  remain  standing.  In  travelling  through  tbe  eastern  portion 
of  tbe  Province  we  were  shocked  at  the  spirit  of  Vandalism  which  bad 
prompted  some  of  the  naUves  to  clear  the  groand  entire];  in  proxunity  to 
their  dwellings  of  the  noble  trees  wliich  would  have  at  once  sheltered  and 
adorned  them.  We  may  also  remark  that  the  churches  in  Rentville  are 
qoite  in  keeping  with  tbe  quiet  beauty  of  the  place.  There  is  nothing  in 
architecture  more  despicable  than  the  attempt  to  be  grand  on  a  small  scale. 
We  find  in  some  parts  of  the  Old  Count;?,  as  well  as  here,  churches  whose 
designs  seem  to  hare  been  takeu  from  lucifer  match  boxes,  with  heavy 
steeples,  altogeiber  dispropottioned  to  tbe  character  and  extent  of  tbe 
buildings,  which  seems  to  be  quite  in  as  good  taste  as  if  the  head  of  a  boy 
were  adorned  by  a  hat  which  would  Rt  bid  grandfatbrr. 

(*)  Hr.  De  Wolfb. 
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Wa  imagine  we  hear  the  reader  saj— bnt  what  of  the  fruit  show?  Well, 
if  he  will  eierdae  a  little  patienee,  we  shall  conduct  bia  thilher  immcdi' 
atelj.  Afler  dinner  we  drove  to  Somerset,  about  twelve  miles  north-east 
of  KentvUle.  Itwaj  a  clear  moonlight  night.  The  starg  Bhone  with  great 
briiliancf,  and  the  air  was  halmj  for  the  season.  Venus  sparkled  in  the  west 
with  a  concentration  of  lej  which  seemed  as  if  she  wae  resolved  to  give  toa 
scene  so  congenial  to  lier  aspiraUona  as  the  fruit  show  her  special  conn- 
lenance.  Old  Sol,  io  going  down  robed  inrichlj'  colored  cloadleCa,  seemed 
to  have  given  her  a  bint  as  to  how  she  was  to  deck  herself,  for  soon  after  he 
disappeared  sbe  became  visible  in  her  purest  and  most  brilliant  vestal  gar- 
ments. On  looking  at  her  we  were  reminded  of  tbe  immortal  lines  of 
Bums — suggested  b;  the  verj  star  upon  which  we  were  gazing — 

"  Thon  lingering  star  of  lessening  raj 
That  loreet  to  greet  the  earJj  morn,  4c." 
And  as  we  saw  orchards  by  moonlight  the  words  of  Romeo  occurred, 
"  Ladj,  bj  yonder  blessed  moon  I  swear 

That  tips  with  silver  all  the  frnit  tree  tops." 
Afler  breakfast  next  morning  we  took  a  stroll  through  Somerset.  It  is 
quite  a  modern  place,  but  has  indications  of  vitality  that  promise  devel- 
opment in  a  few  years.  The  village  ia  pleasantly  situated  in  a  fertile 
plain,  being  within  a  short  distance  of  part  of  the  Blomldon  hills,  which 
we  have  resolved  to  visit  before  the  exhibition  opens  at  one  o'clock.  On 
attaining  the  summit  we  heheld  a  scene  of  pleasing  grandeur,  presenting 
as  it  does  a  more  cultivated  aspect  than  any  portion  of  Nova  Scotia  we 
have  previously  beheld  from  an  elevated  position.  The  wood  which 
originally  abounded  in  the  district  has  been  to  a  great  eilent  cut  down, 
and  the  patches  that  remda  are  intersected  by  fcrtQe  fields— the  open 
ground  beingdolledby  snug  dwelling-bouses.  Vehicles  proceeded  from  all 
directions  to  the  show,  charged  with  men  and  matrons,  country  lads  and 
blooming  lasses— presenting  a  very  animated  picture— their  eitraordin- 
ary  number  proving  how  interested  the  people  were  in  the  Exhibition. 
AniioDs  to  have  a  preliminary  view,  we  were  soon  at  the  door  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion hall,  to  which  we  were  at  once  admitted.  The  judges  bed  met  in  tbe 
morning  and  awarded  the  prizes — a  task  of  considerable  delicacy  as  well 
as  difficulty.  Along  tbe  interior  walls  of  the  building,  which  in  form  was  an 
oblong  square,  ran  a  table  on  which  were  placed  the  apples,  grapes,  vege- 
tables, Ac,  for  exhibition.  This  table  was  subdivided  into  diSerent  com* 
parlmenle,  each  of  wbicb  was  devoted  to  the  display  of  the  property  of  an 
exhibitor.  A  ticket,  indicating  tbe  description  of  apple,  was  placed  above 
the  respective  lots,  so  that  persons  ignorant  of  (he  varieties,  which  exceeded 
sixty  fn  number,  became  by  careful  attention  familiar  with  tbe  names  of 
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the  diO^rent  kindi.    Tbe  nhole  of  tlie  Ubie  space  on  eacb  aide  of  tba  ball 
was  deroUd  to  the  eihibitioii  of  applea, 

"  Blooming,  ambroeial  fruit 
Of  'egeUble  gold," 
nhilat  tbe  space  at  eacb  ead  of  tbe  bailding  groaned  with  the  other  ex- 
bibited  varietiea  of  tbe  vegetable  world.  We  bavo  been  present  at  many 
fruit  eibibitiOQS  of  Ibe  Old  World,  but  at  aooe  where  there  was  a  display  of 
apples  that  could  bear  comparison  with  that  before  us.  The  sight  was 
one  of  which  Nova  Scotia  has  reason  to  be  proud,  and  which  ought  to  pnt 
all  the  croakers,  of  whom  there  are  not  a  feir  in  the  ProTincc,  who  prate 
about  the  poTert;  of  the  soil  and  the  severitj  of  the  climate,  to  shame  and 
silence.  That  must  verilj  be  a  seven  climate  iu  trblch  sach  grapes  as  are 
seen  here  Oflubited  bare  grown  la  the  open  air — a  dreadful  climate  in 
which,  in  some  cases,  a  double  crap  of  strawberries  can  be  bail  in  one  aea- 
BOD— a  featAil  climate  in  which  tender  fruit,  sach  as  peaches,  come  to  ma- 
turity—a climate  of  unmitigated  severity  In  which  we  find  ourselves, 
towards  tbe  end  of  October,  oppressed  by  the  rajs  of  the  sun,  and  wiping 
the  perspiration  ttom  our  heated  brow.  There  is  the  sprout  of  a  cherry 
tree  which  was  graTled  on  a  wild  brother  two  years  ago.  la  that  period  it 
baa  only  attained  tbe  dwarfish  height  of  eight  feet  j  and  if  the  grumblers 
about  the  seTertty  of  the  weather,  and  tbe  nosuitableness  of  the  climate 
for  human  growth,  require  a  natural  Bpccimen  in  confirmation  of  their 
opinion,  we  shall  be  happy  to  introduce  them  to  Miss  Swan,  who  has  only 
grown  BereDf^t  four  inches  in  eighteen  years  1  As  evidence  o(  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil  in  this  region,  we  were  assured  by  a  gentleman  in 
Keatvitle  that  En  tbe  neighborhood  a  single  acre  of  ground  produced,  by 
careful  manuring,  four  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  in  one  seasoo ;  aud  wo 
were  startled  by  the  fact  that  the  Valley  of  the  Annapolis  yields  aunnally 
from  forty  la  Efly  thousand  barrels  of  apples. 

The  Rev.  O.  M.  Graot  has  dons  the  Dominion  good  service  by  the  recent 
publication  of  his  admirable  book  "  From  Ocean  to  Ocean,"  in  which  he 
giveeaglowingbnt  fiiitbfWdesoWptionof  theprairielaniHor  the  Far  West. 
But  in  sober  earnest  it  may  be  said  that  Nova  Scotia  presents  to  a  farmer 
of  moderate  capital,  skill  and  Industry  a  more  tempting  Beld  for  settlement 
than  even  tbe  rich  virgin  soil  of  the  prairie.  It  is  true  that,  with  compara- 
tively triSing  ezpeadilnre  of  labor,  splendid  cropi  can  be  obtained  in  tbe 
regions  alluded  to  ]  but  where  is  tbe  market  for  the  sale  of  what  may  be 
produced  7  Here  a  farmer  can  obtain  land  at  a  moderate  price,  and  will  ex- 
perience no  dilBculty  in  bringing  bij  produce  to  market — a  market,  too, 
that  is  yearly  improving.  He  can,  also,  have  bis  tkmily  well  educated, 
and  those  social  advaniagea  in  which  an  unsettled  country  is  deficient,  anil 
which  add  so  materially  to  the  aggregate  of  human  comfort  and  b. 
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The  coal  fielda  of  Nova  Scotia — Their  extent — AddubI  production — 
First  attempt  at  miaing  in  Cape  Breton — Annual  ootpnt  at  (be 
rarioupininea — The  coal  quesljon  in  Great  Britain — Trades  UnioDS 
—Extent  of  the  British  coal  fields— The  Iron  ores  of  the  province 
—Their  extent— The  Potter  mine  at  Clemen tsport— Iron  ore  near 
Whycocomah  and  Port  Hood. 

Son  Scotia  hae  become  famoaa  for  the  extent  of  its  coal  fields,  and  tbe 
eicellence  of  the  qualitj  of  ita  coal.  It  ig  impossible  to  fonn  on  approii- 
male  eatiniBte  of  the  quantity  of  the  mineral  in  the  ProTioce,  &■  the  foima- 
tion  bas  not  been  anfficientij  explored.  Ut.  John  Campbell,  of  Dartmonth, 
estimates  the  entire  qaanlity  of  the  carboniferous  area  in  tbs  llaritiiM 
FrOTincee  aa  about  eighteeo  thousand  square  miles,  and  that  at  least  tba 
half  of  that  atea,  or  nine  thousand  square  miles,  are  In  Nova  Scotia  and 
Prince  Edward  Island.  The  Secretary  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Trade 
stales  in  his  report  for  last  year,  1873,  that  the  Icnown  profitable  working 
area  is  about  two  thousand  two  faandred  square  mflee ;  the  number  oC 
acres  being  one  million  four  hundred  andeiftht  thoaaand,  and  tbe  contests 
of  each  acre  being  estimated  at  thirty  thouiand  tons— the  total  aviilable 
sopplj  amounting  to  42,240,000,000  tons.  ProfesBor  Leslie  sajs:  "The 
Albion  Mines'  beds  are  very  eitraordinary  deposits— they  form  an  exception 
to  all  the  phenomena  of  coal  in  all  the  BriUgh  ProrincEal  coal  regions. 
Nothing  like  them  has  been  discovared  in  tbe  Prorinces.  Tbe  thii^eat 
beds  of  Cape  Breton,  East  Coast,  ore  never  over  twelva  feet,  and  nsoally 
under  nine  teet;  but  here  ice  have  one  bed — the  main  seam — thirty  Net 
six  inches  thick,  of  which  twenty -four  feet  are  good  coal,  the  other  half 
being  poor  coal  and  black  shale  in  intermediate  layers.  The  enormous 
qnaotity  of  coal  here  presented  can  only  he  estimated  properly  by  tfaoce 
who  have  been  used  to  the  vast  operations  on  tbe  grey  ash  part  of  the 
anthracite  region,  where  the  regular  thirty  feel  vein  yields  at  least  twenty 
millions  of  tons  to  the  square  mile  after  all  deductions  have  been  made.'' 
Mr.  Richard  firown  published,  in  1811,  a  book  on  the  coal  fields  and  coat 
trade  of  Cape  Breton,  in  which  he  says— and  he  is  a  first-rate  authority— 
that  although  the  total  ihiokness  of  the  Sydney  coal  meaaures  has  not  been 
correctly  made  out,  there  ia  good  reason  to  conclude  that  from  BumtHead 
to  Glace  Bay,  where  the  highest  known  bed  occurs,  down  to  the  millstone 
gril,  it  is  not  much  under  seven  thousand  feet.  The  Sydney  coal  field — 
the  most  extfnsive  in  the  Province —extends  from  Mira  Bay  on  the  east  to 
Cape  Dauphin  on  the  west,  a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles — a  tract  of 
country  occupying  an  area  of  about  two  hundred  square  miles.  These  tteU 
are  mectioned  as  merely  indicating  tbe  extent  of  the  Xova  Scotia  coal 
Gelds  which  are  only  beginning  to  be  duly  appreciated.  As  evidence  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  tbia  portion  of  the  resources  of  the  Province  is  bemg 
developed  we  present  a  list  of  the  coal  mines  opened  in  Cape  Breton  since 
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tbe  !«$>!  18SS,  with  tbeir  estimated  conleata  na  detailed  in  Mr.  Brown's  tbtj 

intereatiDg  booK : 

Estimated  coatenCa 
of  Minn. 

South  Head  ColliBrj,  Cow  Bay 262^0  tons 

Tracey's  Colliery,  Mira  Bay 3,520,000    " 

Oowcie  Mines,  Cow  Buy 11,873,000    " 

Block  House  Mine,  Cow  Bay. 9,750,000    " 

Acadia  Colliery,  Schooner  Pond 

Clyde  Colliery,  Glace  Bay 12,500,000     " 

Caledonia  Colliery,  Olace  Bay 3G,606,000    " 

Glace  Bay  Colliery,  Little  Glace  Bay 43,900,000    » 

rntarnational  Mines,  Bridgeport i7,600,000    " 

Viotflria  Mines,  Low  Point. 66,640,000    " 

iBgrahftin's  Colliery,  Bras  d'Or  Road 

Collin's  Colliery,  LitUe  Bras  d'Or 750,000    " 

Uatlieson's  Colliery,  Little  Bras  d'Or > 

Blacit  Rock  Colliery,  Great  Brag  d'Or i.TOO.OOO    " 

New  Campbelltown  Colliery,  Great  Bras  d'Or..  9,000,000    " 

Chimney  Corner  Colliery,  Margaree 

Broad  Cove  Area,  Gnlf  Shore 

Mabou  Area,  Qnlf  Shore 

Port  Hood  Colliery,  St.  George's  Bay 

Richmond  Colliery,  Little  River 

Sea-Coal  Bay,  Gut  of  Canso _ 

New  Mines  in  progress 9,633,000 

Tbe  qnantity  of  coal'raiBed  in  Nova  Scotia  in  182T  was  only  11,491  ton», 
la  1837,  the  quantity  was  109,347  tons ;  in  1841,  it  rose  to  183,099  tone  ;  and 
in  1891,  261,808  tons.  Under  tbe  reciprocity  treaty  between  Britain  and 
tbe  United  States  adopted  io  1854,  tbe  trade  continaed  to  be  greatly  de- 
Teloped — CDlminating  in  1865  in  the  production  of  OSS, 586  tons— till  in 
1367  on  the  abrogation  of  tbe  treaty,  and  the  imposition  hy  the  States  of  a 
dnty  of  fiTB  ahillings  sterling  a  ton,  it  received  a  check,  from  which  under 
a  mot«  modified  impost — seTenty-five  cents — by  Congress,  and  an  immense 
rise  of  prices  in  Britain  it  is  now  rapidly  recovering,  and  promises  within  a 
few  years  to  expand  at  a  remarkably  rapid  rate. 

Tbe  following  statement  shows  the  quantily  of  coal  raised  and  shipped 
in  the  Province  of  Novo  Scotia  from  the  year  1827  to  the  yoor  181!  in- 


Tear. 

1828 

1830 

1831 

26,240 

^ 34,424 

■::;;;::::::6i:8i3 

isai. 

183B 

.97,938 

Cwl. 


Year, 


Tons.      Cwt. 


1845 

1846 „.. 

137,908         13 

134,393         1 

1848 

110,518 

1850 

163,125 
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139,976 

IB52 171,821 

1853 19S,»35 

1S54 213,260 


, Sel,49« 

304,129 

1861 334,M5 

1862 393,631 


Tear. 

Tons. 

1873 

785.91* 

10,864,862 


ra  tbfttlutye&r— 1872— upwards  of  one  bundred  And 

fifty  thousand  kins  moit  coal  have  been  raised  in  the  Prorince  tban  in  any 
preTious  jcar,  the  production  of  1665  coming  nearest  to  it.  * 

The  prodnction  of  18T3pniiiusca  to  exceed  to  a  large  extent  that  of  the 
previous  ;ear.  We  give  a  comparative  statement  of  tbe  output  and  sale 
for  tbe  &rat  six  monttis  of  1873,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  lail 

Coal  r^sed  in  1873 455,560  tuna 


1872,... 


275,« 


Increase 183,500 

Coa!  sold  in  1873 226,700  U 


Increase  in  sli  montbs.... 


It  is  singular  tliat  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  bundrcd  years  after  tbe 
discovery  of  C  ipe  QretoQ,  where  the  coal  deposits  are  in  many  places 
exposed  on  the  const,  historians  and  naTigators  Enade  no  mention  of  tbcm. 
Nicholas  Denja,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made  in  Another  part  of  this 
work,  was  tbe  Gist  lo  publish  to  the  world  their  existence,  in  a  baoli  pnb- 
iiabed  in  Paris  in  1672.  For  a  number  of  ye.ars  vessels  were  loaded  Oom 
the  cliffs.  In  1708,  M.  Baudot,  the  able  intendant  of  the  marine  of 
Canada,  previonslj  referred  to,  pointed  out  in  a  report  furnished  to  the 
French  Oovemment,  the  advantages  which  France  might  derive  from  the 
prosecution  of  the  (rode  in  coal,  which  he  represented  as  abounding  in  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton. 

Tbe  first  attempt  at  mioing  in  the  island  w^  made  on  the  nortli  aide  of 


■The  Canadian  market  must  tie  ilmott  entirely  SDpplIed  wllh  bltamliiooi  cool 
fttimSors  ScoUa,  sod  tlie  Krowlag  wsnta  of  the  Upper  Provfncoa  eapaclol);.  muM 
famlih  t  largs  amount  of  trade  In  tbe  article.  The  absence  or  udII;  of  oclfon 
unoDgat  Eijiltallsti  boa  aocaaloned  In  the  Iiland  of  Cape  Breton  cooiiderable 
expenditure  wblcb  might  bare  berai  aroldod  ;  II  is  to  betioped  that  tbeexpericoce 
otthepaat  nrlll  lead  to  more  harmonlou)  oetion  In  future.  Wben,  fUrexampk' 
one  lOllwaj  might  tta  eoutruoted,  wblcb  would  ocoommadmte  sevenl  proprieCorf 
why  sbonld  leponte  lluei  be  formed  t  The  expenH  of  mnstmctlon  and  m*ln- 
tenanee  might  be  eqoltablf  divided.  Tbe  iDtemts  of  all  ttie  coal  proprletois  DUj 
be  uld  to  be— to  a  large  eilect—  Identical. 
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Cow  Bay  in  1T20,  io  order  to  supplj  the  workmen  who  were  laying  the 
foundatioD  of  the  fortresa  of  Louisbourg,  In  1T66,  Benjamin  Germh, 
William  Llojd,  James  Annstronit,  aad  Peter  Bard,  merchants  of  Halilhi, 
were  aatborised  to  dig  three  thousand  chaldroaa  of  coal,  paying  four 
hundred  ponnde  sterling  for  the  privilege — the  leBsees  being  obliged 
to  send  the  h^f  of  the  qnantity  mentioned  la  Halifax,  and  to  sell  it  at  do 
higher  pries  tbaa  twenty -aii  ehiUings  sterling,  a  chaldron.  Theae  gentle- 
men opened  a  mine  at  Sydney  *  —then  called  Spanish  RIveF— from  which 
the  necessary  qoantitf  was  extracted.  Heantime,  parties  helped  them- 
setvea  copiously  ttotn  the  clifTa,  and  in  this  clandestine  way  a  considerable 
trade  was  carried  on,  tilt  the  Goveminent  sent  troops  to  put  a  stop 
to  further  eicaTatiotu. 

On  Lieolenanl-Col.  Desbarrea  being  appointed  Governor  of  the  Island, 
in  11S4,  be  commenced  mining  on  GoTemment  account,  wben  the  coal  w^ 
sold  at  eleven  ahillinga  and  sixpence  the  ton.  The  GorernQr  whosucceeded 
Deabarres  in  1T88,  recommended  that  the  minea  should  be  leased,  wliich 
was  done  to  Tbomas  Huxley;' three  shillinga  and  sinpeDce  for  every  ton 
produced  going  into  the  pocket  of  tbe  Governor — a  perquiaita  which  was 
aboliabed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  orSta(e,m1Tg2.  The  quantity  of  coal 
yielded  by  the  mines  in  Cape  Breton,  each  year  Tot  the  four  years  previous 
to  1826,  wben  they  came  into  tbe  bands  of  tbe  General  Mining  Association, 
was  about  T,500  tons.  Tbe  output  of  the  Island  in  1872  waa  383,343^ 
tons.  PictOQ  is,  however,  still  in  advance  of  Cape  Breton,  having  produced 
in  tbe  same  year  388,417}  lona. 

In  Cumberland,  prepaiationa  are  being  made  for  the  conduct  of  buainess, 
on  a  scale  bearing  a  reasonable  propoition  to  the  admirable  coal  deposita 
of  the  county.  At  the  Joggina,  12,291  tona  were  sold  during  18T2,  being 
ISiT  tons  more  tban  the  output  of  tbe  preceding  year. 

The  Spring  Hill  Mining  Company  have  a  most  valuable  property,  which 
they  are  now  working  with  spirit. 

The  Albion  Mines  Company  sold  in  1872, 98,S6B  tons,  being  an  increase 
of  21,732  tons  over  the  previous  year.  Tbe  Acadia  Company  sold  in  1872, 
123,063  tons,  exceeding  tbe  aalea  of  the  previous  year  by  19,056  tons,  being 
tbe  largeat output  for  any  one  mine  in  the  Province. 

Tbe  Intercolonial  sold  in  1872,  105,545  tona,  an  increaae  of  64,068  over 
tbe  total  quantity  mined  during  the  previoua  year.  An  accident,  resulting 
in  great  loss  of  life,  has  put  a  slop  in  tbo  meantime  to  the  opemttolis  of  this 
enterprising  company. 

The  \ova  Scotia  Company  sold  in  18T2,  G0,S90  lona,  an  increase  over 
tbe  previous  year  of  48,072  tons.t 

The  Sydney  Uioes  tamed  out  in  1812, 102,691  lona.  The  operationa  of 
the  Company  were  inlerftred  with  by  the  enow  storms  io  winter,  blocking 
the  railwny  and  retarding  the  abipmcnta. 

*  ejdnej  bu  been  »  umed  liter  lard  Sydnej,  BoereUry  of  Slate  for    the 

t  For  ini 
Rpportf,  1 
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Th«  Victoria  Companj  sold  in  IS72,  19,222  tons,  and  the  Ling&n  38,404 
lona — BD  outpnt  largely  in  excess  cf  last  year's. 

Operations  at  the  International  baring  been  euspended,  and  not  resumed 
till  September,  ibe  basinesa  done  waa  neceagarilj  limited. 

The  quantity  yielded  by  Qlice  Bay  in  1872  was  30,715  tons— difficulty 
baring  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  necessary  amount  of  labor. 

The  Caledonia  produceed«|18e  tous-an  increase  of  19,531  Ions. 

The  Clyde  sold  3,606  tons. 

The  Blockhouse  sold  42,T4S  tons,  and  Gowrle  46,602,  being  an  increase 
on  the  latter  of  4,171  tons.' 

In  England  the  coal  question  is  being  largely  discusse.I,  The  enormous 
rise  in  the  price  or  conl  has  been  felt  by  the  entire  population,  and  the 
causes  of  it  have  been  inTestigated  by  n  special  commission.f  Nora  Scotia 
as  a  coal  producing  country  is  lilcewise  deeply  interested  in  the  general 
question— the  present  stimulus  io  the  trade  being  mainly  attributable  to  the 
high  price  which  the  minerat  has  attained  in  Great  Britain. 

Twenty  years  ago  there  were  no  reliable  mineral  statisticj  published 
periodically  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  tbe  year  1855  Robert  Hunt  published 
a  work  of  that  description,  in  which  the  quantity  of  coal  raised  in  (he 
United  Kingdom,  as  oscfrtaiued  by  means  of  circulars  addressed  to  the 
various  owners  or  lessees  of  collieries,  and  by  personal  inquiries,  was  C4,- 
661,401  Ions.  The  derelopment  of  the  trade  since  that  period  has  been 
astounding.  In  1S57  slity-fiTe  millions  of  tons  were  extracted,  in  1859 
nearly  seventy-two  millions  of  tons,  in  1885  ninety-eight  millions  of  ton?, 
and  in  1871— the  latest  authentic  return— on*  Aundrerf  and  leventeert 
miHioniof  Ions  wpre  raised  1  The  es traction  may  therefore  attain  in  five 
years  hence,  under  preeont  causeEi,  to  one  hundred  aod  thirty  millions  of 
Ions  for  the  year,  in  wtiich  case  the  entire  coal  producUon  of  Britain  irill 
bare  aboutdoubled  itself  within  twenty  years.  Ur.  Jevons,  in  his  work  on 
the  coal  question,  anticipated  that  in  IBTl  the  consumption  would  amount 
to  ueoriy  ooe  hundred  and  eighteen  millions  of  tons,  and  a  miter  in  the 
Edinburgh  Ssvitic  had,  independenlly,  made  an  estimate  of  a  rather  lest 
quantity  upon  similar  elements  of  camputaljon.  These  genllemeo  were 
considered  alarmists  in  consequence,  but  the  official  return  for  1871  of  117,- 
352,028  tons  proved  that  tbey  were  approximately  right.T  And  the  British 
Parliamentary  Committee  appointed  to  consider  tbe  question  say  that  the 
general  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  tbe  whole  evidence  produced  during 
their  del ibeiat ions  is  that,  though  the  production  of  coal  increased  is  1872 
in  asmaller  ratio  than  in  the  years  immediately  preceding,  yet  if  an  ade- 
quate BQpiily  of  labor  can  be  obtained  the  increase  of  production  will  shortly 
keep  pace  with  that  of  the  last  fbw  years. 

But  the  question  occurs,  to  what  causes  is  the  high  price  attributable, 
seeing  that  the  increase  of  output  has  been  so  enormous  7  Mainly,  in  tbe 
first  place,  to  the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  in  the  second  place  to  combi- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  workmen,  in  order  t^  obtain  higher  wages,  and 


•  For  Analyds  otCoal  we  Appendix  Q, 

t  R<>pDrtaf  the  CommtwioDen  appelated  to  Inquire  Into  tbv  (evrral  matlen  n 

tiling  to  oool  in  the  United  Kingdom.  3  Vols.,  ISTl. 
1  Edfnbnrgh  "  Beilew"  for  April,  1878. 
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perfonn  I«8B  work.  The  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  1869,  in  making 
pig  iron  was  eBlimaUd  as  16,337,271  lona,  aad  the  coal  ased  in  the  cotiTer- 
«i0D  of  the  pig  iron  into  malleable  iron  wag  15,859,335  long,  Ibe  total  coal 
used  in  iroo  manufacture,  being  thus  in  1669,  32,196,606  toos.  The  pig 
iron  produced  in  Great  Britain  in  IBTl,  amounted  (o  6,62T,1T9  tonB,itB  value 
being  estimated  at  £16,667,947. —In  1830,  only  618,000  tons  of  iron  were 
prodoced,  and  in  1855,  the  quanlitj  was  3,325,000  ton?,  bo  that  in  sixteen 
fean,  the  quantity  made  has  reij  nearly  doubled.  This  wonderful  derelop- 
ment  in  the  making  of  iron  is.  attributable  to  the  ever  increaaing  quantity 
required  in  ship  building,  and  the  eiteasive  sabstJiution  of  Iron  for  wood 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

In  Great  Britain,  a  few  men  wboae  Tocation  is  aritaUon  Gud  Giror 
amoDgat  the  colliers.  Tbey  generatlj  consist  of  fellow  workmen,  who 
are  endow .;d  with  eome  natural  eloquence,  and  who  use  it  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  the  conviction  amongst  the  men  that  they  are  a  very  ill  used 
class,  and  that  by  uniting,  they  can  put  the  masters  at  defianoe,  and  compel 
Ihem  to  advance  their  wages.  The  agitators  in  manj  cases  do  not  work 
much  themselves,  but  act  as  secretaries  and  treasurers  to  societies,  wbicb  they 
have  been  mainly  inatrumental  is  forming,  and  whose  ostensible  object  is 
the  protection  of  the  worktoens'  rights.  The  trades  unions  are  combina- 
tions of  these  societies,  which  have  become  very  formidable  in  Great 
Britain.  That  workmen  have  the  right  to  unite  for  mutual  protection  can- 
not be  denied,  and  that,  in  not  a  few  cases,  the  unreasonable  conduct  of 
employers  renders  such  combination  necessary  is  conceded ;  but  when 
trades  unions  extend  their  operations  to  prevent,  by  threats  and  other 
unjustifiable  means,  men  willing  to  work  from  selling  their  labor,  tbey 
assume  functions  wbicb  interfere  with  the  due  liberty  of  the  subject. 
Labor  is  capital,  and  every  man  possessing  it  has  a  right  to  sell  it  in  the 
dearest  market  1  but  no  man,or  body  of  men,  has  the  right  to  preventolhers 
from  disposing  of  their  labor  on  any  terms  they  please.  Strikes  maj  in 
some  cases  be  Decessary  evils,  but  taking  them  in  Uie  aggregate  they  have 
been  productive  of  far  more  evil,  even  to  working  men,  than  good.  ■  The 
colliers  in  Britain,  believing  that  tbe  high  price  of  coal  is  favorable  to 
Ibeir  personal  interests,  have  resolved  to  limit  the  production,  so  as  to 
keep  op  tbe  price;  the  result  being  strikingly  presented  in  a  table  prepared 
by  tbe  Parliamentary  Committee,  lately  appointed  toinvestigate  tbe  subject, 
by  which  it  is  proved  that  307,542  employed  in  tbe  colliaries  in  1864,  pro- 
duced ten  tons  more  coal  than  413,334  men  employed  In  1873.  Here  is  tbe 
the  Uble : 


*  Cnlllera  are  engagrd  In  buardoDt  and  laborious  emplDymeut,  and  o'lfht  to  tie 
wail  paid  fbc  tb«ir  work,  but  It  It  not  for  Ibe  pcnoanent  lntei«it  of  tbe  men  to 
unite  in  order  to  finea  ap  the  price  of  libor,  any  more  tlian  It  la  Uw  Interest  of 
cnployen  to  nnlle  Is  order  Id  depnaa  it  beyond  It*  nataril  lerel.  For  manr  or  Ibe 
nrikM,  cnplofers  are  to  blune,  beouBe  thej  do  not  promptly  and  withovt  sollci- 
Ution  gira  Ibe  men  the  benefit  of  a  rise  In  prices.  ImvlDg  tlie  inlliatlTe  Air  an 
adranee  wltb  tbe  men  tbeniHlvea.  wbo  an  Impreaaed  with  the  canrloUon  that  the 
employen  are  dig^jwed  to  act  aoblrly.  Emplojen  bj  holdinf  frtendlj  InUroaurse 
ullh  their  men,  ml|[hldo  a  great  deal  to  prevent  dbaitroiu  itiikea,  and  that 
tdtlemca  and  alienation  which  In  loo  manj  casea  exut. 
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Number  oF  Men  Coal  ralaed, 

Em[>1ojed.  tooa  per  man. 


1665 315,451 

IB66. 320.663 

180T 333,lHi 

186S 34U,820 

18)9. - 345,446 


1872 413,334 


The  reiult  in  thnt  coal  ia  now  selling  ia  Loniian  fur  household  purposes 
at  forty-fiTd  sbilliDgs  per  too,  and  the  Scottish  American  Journal  infonns 
ua  that  ere  this  jeiti  has  ended  the  price  in  New  York  will  be  ten  dollars 
per  ton.  What  the  minerB  have  accomplished  m  Great  Britain  ia  being 
effected  in  the  States  bj  a  combinatioQ  among  the  compaaiee  that  control 
the  minine  and  Iransportation  of  anthracite  coal.  StoTOa  and  furnaces  in 
the  Eael^m  Statc9  baring  been  constructed  for  this  deacription  of  coal, 
the  community  are  lo  a  certain  extent  temporarily  at  the  mercy  of  the 
companies  referred  to  ;  but  tbe  bigh  price  now  charged  for  anthracite 
has  Ifodcd  to  develops  the  production  of  bituminous  coal  to  a  larger  extent 
than  formerly,  of  which  only  about  a  third  of  all  tbe  coal  raised  in  Ibe 
States  prerioudlj  coasistcd,  but  wbich  during  tbe  past  year  conjtitulcc] 
more  than  ooe  half  of  Ibe  aggregate  production — the  quantity  for  1&T2 
being  anthracite  nineteen  millions  of  tona,  and  bituminous,  of  wbich  there 
ia  an  immense  deposit — twenty- two  mi II ions  of  tons.*  Both  the  minecs  of 
Great  Briuin,  and  colliery  owners  of  the  Slates  will  find  to  their  cost  that 
the  supply  of  an  article  upon  whicb  the  prosperity'  of  Ringdoma  and  States 
ia  so  largely  dependent  cannot  be  limited  by  their  bebeals.  Absolute 
freedom  of  labor,  which  meat  ultimately  prevail,  and  the  introduction  of 
coal  cutting  machinery,  will  prevent  a  permanent  monopoly  of  labor ;  and 
in  the  other  case,  the  adaptation  of  furnaces  and  stoves  to  bituminous 
coal— a  rosnlt  wbich  still  higher  prices  of  anthracite  ia  Bnre  to  produce- 
will  be  an  efftctual  antidote.f  Wm,  Baird  &  Co.,  of  Scotland,  are  now 
employing  a  coal  cutting  machine  wbich  is  known  as  Oledhill's  patent 
Imperial,  and  which  cocsiata  of  an  endless  chain,  with  attached  cutters 
drawn  round  an  arm  which  extends  under  the  coal.  "  When  the  machine 
is  at  work — says  an  able  writer  in  tbe  Edinburgb  Review — it  draws  itself 
by  means  of  the  motive  power  of  tbe  air,  which  is  campressed  at  the  pit's 
mouth  lo  tbirty-Gve  to  forty  pouuda  per  square  inch,  and  is  conveyed  from 
Ibe  pit's  mouth  to  the  inner  cast  iron  pipes,  and  while  at  work  is  only 

•  The  CKacl  quautily  produced  Ed  1672  En  tbe  Slates  was  11,431,13B  tons. 

t  The  same  reFQlt  ma;  be  oongdentl]'  antlclpited  in  tbe  WMt  ladlei.  where.  ■< 
present,  En/iUBb  wnl  is  ilmoet  exoluslvelj  osed,  being  bronght  to  market  by  Tnsali 
chartered  to  retnm  vllh  carioee  of  s*Kir.  Tbe  writer  bu  tMien  oonrleonilr  Ibvor- 
ed  with  the  peronl  of  a  letter  rrem  ■  West  Indian  Merchant  to  i  friend  In  IIiU&i 
in  wUch  the  prospeoti  of  the  W»t  Indian  ooal  trade  ire  discussed  with  clearness 
ind  abllltj.  The  writer  says  that  llie  price  of  English  coal  bas  reoenUy  adTanoed 
EO  mueh  that  tbe  pment  fumacsa  which  are  adopted  far  It  mnst  give  place  to 
othon  >nlt«d  lor  Nova  Sootlan  eoal.  As  evidenoe  of  the  fnrtlier  extentlon  of  basi- 
ueas.  It  may  be  staled  that  veeselb  which  nsed  to  proiwed  from  £u)ilaad  to  Canada 
with  cargoes  of  oool  now  leave  In  ballast,  putting  In  U  Cspe  Dreton  Torts,  and 
loading  coal  for  tbe  Canadian  miriiet. 
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attended  hy  tbree  men."  The  Messrs.  Buird  sa/  that  the  work  done 
by  this  inTention  is  three  hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  cut  two 
feet  nine  inches  deep,  in  "aahift"  offrom  eight  to  ten  houra' work, and  as 
the  particular  seam  worked  bj  il  is  two  feet  ten  inches  thick,  the  yield  is 
from  BCTentj-fivB  to  oinetj  tons — the  cost  of  the  machine  being  two  hno- 
dred  pounds.  It  is  calculated  that  if  those  machines  were  geoerat); 
adopted,  of  the  three  hundred  thuusand  colliers  now  employed,  aiily 
tliousand  would  suffice  to  mise  the  annual  British  eitracUon  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tnilliou  tons.  The  npplicalion  of  this  machine  to  the 
thick  seams  of  the  Nova  Scotia  formation,  far  which  il  i^  admirably  adapted 
would  pfoduce  a  proportionally  more  satisfactory  result  as  to  quantity,* 

Aa  the  demand  for  and  price  of  Nora  Scotia  coal  will  mainly  depend 
upon  the  condition  of  the  British  coal  trade,  the  people  of  this  Province 
nre  as  deeply  inlereslcd  in  the  general  subject,  as  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  The  question  then  occurs,  what  is  the  quantity  of  coal 
availabla  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  other  words,  how  long  is  the  stock  to 
last  upon  which  there  is  a  present  ftntiuat  demaad  of  120  millions  of  tons, 
ft  demand  which  \t  likely  tocoBtiuue,aogmeiitiog  from  year  to  year  for  an 
indefinite  period  7  Bri tiah  writers  of  emioenec  are  already  referring  to  the  time 
whenBrit^D  must  apply  fur  her  coal  to  tlie  British  Xorth  American  Provin- 
ces, which  are  represented  to  have  eight  thoiiSHnd  square  miles  of  workable 
coal,  of  which  Nora  Scotia  contains  a  large  proportion.t  The  most  reli- 
able data  are  furnished  by  the  nine  able  commissioners  appoinled  to  inyea- 
tiga(e  the  subject,  who  affirm,  aftei  careful  inquiry,  that  the  probable  quan- 
tity contained  in  the  coal  Gelds  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  90.2DT  millions 
of  Ions,  but  they  slate  that  there  is  priAahlg  at  workable  depths  66,273 
millions  of  tons — forming  an  aggregate  of  146,430  millions  of  tons,  tin 
the  assumption  that  the  annual  consumption  increased  to  two  hun,dred  and 
thirty  millions  of  tons,  this  estimated  supply  would  be  sufficient  for  six 
hundred  and  thirty-sii  years.  But  there  are  serious  impediments  to  the 
satisfactory  working  of  deep  coal  beds.  The  increase  of  temperatare  in 
coal  mines  is  about  1' Fabr,  for  every  sixty  feet  of  depth,  but  the  expe- 
rience furnished  by  the  deepest  coal  pit  in  Great  Brilain,  that  at  Rose- 
bridge,  near  Wigan,  and  where  tbo  shaft  is  2,376   feet  deep,  indicafes 

•  rroftiior  Hind  Id  liLjtPport.  1871.  on  the  Sydrpy  Ctlllirj-  sBys— "  Many  of  tho 
iit^eclloiu  to  ttas  genenl  use  of  coal  outtlng  musblnery  are  to  be  tnced  to  pn'Ju- 
dlot^.  and  oppoilDg  lalereata.    Ample  proof  eilsts  Ihot  simple  and  effectual  c«l 
cutting  machluee  are  nan  In  operation  In  Europe  wlilck  nJil  effect  a  Bavlng  of 
fully  onebairin  cuttlngoutthecoal.    The  advanligea  an  of  i  thice/olil  chancier. 
I'l.    Safotj-  by  avoiding  Iho  nae  of  gunpowder. 
Sod.  Tliekaamonntofilackobliined, 
3rd.    The  Biting  In  labor  and  time. 
Tbe  (i rattan  Jonce'  cnal  cnltlsx  "O'^l'^ne  li  described  u  poshing  coal  onl  of  IKe 
Folld,  wllhont  in;  holing  or  natural  breaks  In  the  nauu.   At  Keverton  Tirk  Colli- 
ery, In  Sontb  Yorkiblre  the  scam  Is  Sie  feet  thick,  and  the  seal  is  very  hard;  but 
tiy  the  use  of  ths  hydranllc  iredge,  blocks  are  got  fbur  yards  long  and  fbor  IMt 
wide— each  about  eight  tons  weight— by  one  application  of  the  mathlne." 

I  The  observations  of  the  Rev.  O.  U.  Grant  in  croasEsg  the  American  Continent 
fully  cormboraie  the  report  a«l*  thcenonnona  quantity  of oeal  In  Britlih  North 
America.  That  gviillcmau  in  Lis  valuable  work,  ■'  Oeean  to  Ocean,"  receatlypnb- 
llshed,  deKribos  seams  which  he  saw  on  the  North  Saskatoliewaa.  and  also  on  .the 
I^mblDa  Blver. 
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tlut  the  rate  of  heat  mcreaaea  in  greater  proportion  after  reaching  1,800 
feet— the  thermometer  registering  92°  Pabt.  at  tlie  lowest  point  of  Oub  pit, 
bcjoad  which  heat  it  wonld  aeem  impossible  to  vork  with  comfort.  The 
additional  eipenae  of  working  coal  at  great  depths,  and  with  increased 
heat,  which  it  might  be  impossible  to  counteract,  renders  Uie  economical 
value  of  the  lower  cirboniFerous  strata  doubtful. 

Comparatirelj  lai^  as  is  the  qunntity  of  Coal  in  Nora  Scotia,  it  ]a  not 
for  the  peimaoent  interest  of  the  ProTince  that  the  export  trade  should 
attain  to  gigantic  proportions.  It  ig  desirable  that  it  should  be  used,  as  it  is 
to  a  large  eitent  in  Oreat  Britain,  in  rendering  the  irou  ores  which  abound 
in  the  Prorince  into  pig  and  malleable  iron,  thus  emplojing  labor  on  a 
large  scale,  without  which  no  country  con  be  commercialij  great.  The 
beneGt  to  the  Province  from  the  simple  eitractioo  and  transportation  of 
the  coal  would  be  triSing,  as  compared  wiUi  the  advantages  that  wonld 
be  derived  from  its  application  to  the  production  of  iron,  and  ia  mannfiic- 
tures  of  various  kinds.  The  cotton  maaufoctiu^n  of  England  require  about 
two  aod  a  halfmillions  Ions  of  coal,  and  the  worsted  and  woollen  mannCiC' 
turers  about  one  million  and  a  quarter. 

The  coal  exports  of  Great  Britain  are  becoming  alarmingly  large.  Twelve 
millions,  nintj-two  thousand  tons  were  appropriated  by  fjreign  countries 
in  1ST2,  being  an  increase  of  302,027  tons  over  the  shipments  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  In  1SS2,  France  took  1,306,255  tons,  and  in  iaT2  her  demand 
amounted  to  3.191,340  tons.  In  England  the  great  export  of  coal  is  begia- 
nlng  to  be  regarded  ae  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  couotr;. 

The  fullowitig  are  the  Coal  Exports  from  Oreat  Britain  and  the  Coited 
Stales  to  the  Atlantic  Ports  of  America. 
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Qmater  ■tl«ntiOD  is  beiog  now  paid  to  the  valuAble  iron  ores  of  the  Pro' 
rince  with  a  riew  to  the  pnctic&l  determioatiOD  of  their  economic  valne. 
Profbasor  Hind  htu  receotljf  published  a  report  on  the  CutDl>erIand  ooal 
field!  io  tbeir  relation  to  the  iron  depoaita  of  the  Gobequids,  in  which  be 
BUJB  :  "  NoT«  Scotia  is  the  only  Province  ia  the  Dominion  wliere  iron  and 
coal  an  in  comparatiTe  close  proximitj,  or  in  other  words,  where  the  con- 
ditions neoeuary  for  the  maoufacture  of  cheap  and  good  iron  proTail,  The 
derelopment  o(  Ibe  Cumberlaad  coal  will  be  greatly  Btimulated  by  the 
simultaneous  dcTclopment  of  the  iron  deposits  of  the  Uobequidg,  and  a  new 
industry  may  now  rapidly  spring  into  eiisteace  in  Nora  Scotia  which  will 
greati;  enhance  Its  proeperity.  I  have  endeavored  to  reproduce  in  this 
report  reliable  infonnation  on  the  ores  of  the  Cobequids,  and  their  com- 
mercial relation  to  the  Cumberland  coal,  andei  the  couTiciion  that  the 
time  is  not  far  dietaut  when  Nova  Scotia  will  he  able  to  supply  the  Di>- 
minion,  not  only  with  an  abundance  of  cheap  and  good  coal,  but  also  with 
cheap  and  good  iron."  Dr.  Honeyman,  in  an  able  paper  which  appears  ia 
the  transactions  of  the  Nora  Scotia  Institute  of  Natural  Science,  1869-70, 
OD  the  Iron  Deposits  of  £aat  Rirer,  in  the  CouDty  of  Picton,  saj-s :  "  Tbeo> 
tiale  have  adranced  tbe  same  opinion  as  has  been  dona  in  regard  (o  tbe 
hematitesof  Londonderryminea.  This  opinion  is,  that  it  must  necessarily  be 
confined  to  the  depth  of  a  few  feet.  I  met  this  riew  of  the  matter  In  a  for- 
mer commiiDication  to  this  lostitate  by  tbe  fact  that  a  level  cutting  in  tbe 
Londonderry  beds,  at  a  depth  of  100  f^t  from  the  surface,  showed  the  ore 
as  still  hematite.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Jones,  the  manager  of  the  Lon- 
donderry iron  mine,  in  answer  to  inquiries,  has  informed  me  Ihit  ho  boa 
proved  the  beds  to  a  depth  of  200  feet,  and  found  tbe  ore  still  hematite 
so  that  aoy  theory  of  this  band  implying  limited  depth  at  Baat  River  ia 
completely  untenable."  Dr.  floneyman's  opinion  has  been  fully  corrobo- 
rated by  the  fact  that  recently  adii  lerels  bare  been  driven  on  the  cooraa 
of  this  Teln.  which,  ia  a  vertical  depth  of  350  feet,  expose  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  tons  of  ore,  with  an  increaae  of  the  depth  of  tbe  deposit  as  tha 
descent  becomes  greater.  Tbe  qoontity  of  rich  hematite  seems  in  fact  to 
te  practically  ineibaustible. 

Tttat  tbe  value  of  the  iron  deposits  of  the  Province,  which  it  is  no  eiag- 
geraUon  to  say  extend  for  miles  is  nDdimiaished  profusioQ,  is  being  appre- 
ciated by  men  of  skill  and  cKpilal,  is  proved  by  tbe  pleasing  fact  that 
Bnglish  companies  ate  in  course  of  formation  fuc  the  purpose  of  working' 
these  ores,  in  Picton  County,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  their  value,  so 
that  probably  in  a  lew  years  Nova  Scotia  will  require  her  large  stock  of 
coal  foe  her  own  works. 

Mr.  Heoiy  3.  Poole  in  his  last  published  report  to  the  Commissiouer  of 
Public  Works  and  Mines,  states  that  the  Potter  mine,  the  property  of  tho 
Annapolis  Iron  Mining  Company  at  Clemeotsport,  neglectud  for  several 
years,  was  reopened  last  summer,  and  that,  daring  ten  weeks,  one  tboosand 
tons  of  ore  were  extracted,  six  hundred  tons  of  whicb  were  smelted  on  tha 
ground,  yielding  one  bnadred  and  siity-tbree  tons  of  pig  iron  which  waa 
shipped  to  Boston.  Mr.  Poole  also  informs  us  th^  preparationa  are  in 
progress  to  establish  the  mines  and  iron  works  on  a  permanent  basis,  and 
that  large  quantities  of  raw  oi«  will  probably  be  exported  for  reduction 
in  the  furnaces  of  Pennaylrania. 

Tha  deposits  of  raluable  iron  ore  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  watkt  ot 
00 
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tlie  Intercolonial  Iron  &nd  Steel  Company,  at  Londondeirj,  are  found  to  be 
immense,  and  openttiooa  are  like];  to  be  carried  oo  maeh  mon  extensiTelj 
tban  at  pniBOt  at  tbsM  works— tbe  opening  of  Ihe  iDtercvlonial  R^waj 
affording  focilitiea  for  Uie  development  of  buBiness. 

Near  Wbyeooamah  there  is  a  vein  of  iron  ore  of  which  Hr.  R.  0.  Fraacr, 
of  Hali&z,  has  giren  the  writer  the  following  diicriptioa :  "  The  proper^," 
he  lofi,  "  coneiila  of  a  OoTecament  right  of  aearch  over  fire  eqtiare  miles, 
and  U  aitnatsd  oa  the  aide  of  a  monnUin,  at  the  nortb-west  aide  of  Bras 
d'Or  Lake,  Cape  Breton,  about  four  milee  Irom  VbjoociXDab,  on  tb«  toad 
to  Pluter  Core,  Strait  of  Conao.  Tbe  lode  is  of  Bed  Hematite,  and  ia 
four  fbet  thick,  nearly  perpendicular,  in  eerpenUne  rock,  and  running  east 
and  west  with  the  strata  of  the  rock.  The  lode  ia  in  'a  gnlih'  in  the 
mooDtain,  and  baa  been  opened  at  the  bottom  of  the  gulsb,  sboiring  fat 
forty  feet  a  good  solid  rein.  Tbe  place  where  the  vein  is  i)tnat«d  is  &n 
bandred  and  forty  feet  from  the  place  where  the  ore  oonld  be  sliipped. 
There  is  every  facility  for  mioing  operations,  with  an  unbroken  foreat  of 
bard  wood  for  charcoal.  Tbe  ore  can  be  ahipped  to  the  Sydney  coal  minea, 
which  are  distant  abont  aiity  milee;  aa  according  to  the  OorenmcDt 
cbartB  there  fa  safllcient  depth  of  water  for  large  Tenets  all  the  way."  ' 

On  the  same  proper^  there  ia  a  rich  load  of  magnetic  ore  }en  feet  wide, 
and  also  a  lode  of  Uie  aama  kind,  not  bo  rich,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  mixed  witb 
alate,  besides  three  other  lodes  of  Bed  Hematite. 

It  is  well  known  that  tbe  main  adrantagepoeaoisedby  Qreat  Britain  ovar 
other  CDDDtriea  In  the  mannfoctuie  of  iron  ia  owing  to  the  ores  being  found 
in  Inexhaugtlen  abundiuice,  usaally  interslratiBed  with  the  cool  for  tlkeii 
teducllon,  and  In  proximity  to  tbe  monolun  lime  stone,  which  ii  used 
as  a  flax — tbe  ores  principally  employed  being  clay  irooatone,  and  car- 
bonate of  black  band*.  Profeaaor  How,  in  his  "  If ineraiogy  of  Nova 
Scotia,'"  qnotea  from  a  report  by  Mr.  Bamea  on  a  depodt  of  iron  ore  in 
Colchester  county  of  the  clay  kind :  "  This  ore  ia  found  in  thin  beds  and 
nodules,  chiefly  in  the  lower  ooal  formation,  and  contains  from  twen^  to 
thirty-fire  per  eent  of  metal.  It  occurs  in  Cape  Breton  in  larger  qnantitiee 
and  of  richer  qoatity  than  tn  any  other  portion  of  tbe  Province.  Nowhere, 
howerer,  hive  I  seen  it  in  equal  abundance  to  similar  deposits  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  where  It  is  the  chief  ore  amelled,  and  there  it  occurs  in  the  same 
formations  as  observed  here.  .  .  .  "  U  la;  ironstone  occurs  in  the  Joggim 
B  action  and  elsewhere,"  Dr.  Dawson  says,  "  in  balls  and  in  shales,  and  in 
irregnlar  bands.  None  of  these  deposits  are  at  present  ot  any  eeonomica] 
importance,  though  coold  amelting  worka  be  established  in  connection 
with  tbe  Londonderry  ores,  a  considerable  additional  supply  of  clay  inm- 
■tone  conld  be  procured  from  tbe  coal  measures,  and  might  be  i^  nnch 
value."  Tbe  late  Hr.  Edward  Hartley,  in  his  report,  IS70,  on  the  coal  and 
_  iron  of  Picton  oonnty,  says  of  the  clay  ironstone:  "A  Urge  nnmbert^ 
bauds  of  day  [ronattme  were  noted  during  my  extunination  of  the  Picton 


•  "The  MlneralOiiT  of  Mot«  flcotla,"  bj-  Henry  How,  D.C.L.,  Hallflw,  S.3. 
Charlei  Ad  an  Dd,  publisher,  IBaS. 

Tbla  admirable  book  wu  pubUihed  under  the  aaaploei  of  the  praaent  Loeal 
Ooveinment,  and  Is  Indbpennba  to  tnrj  Intelligent  Mora  Seotlsn  who  wMtea  la 
beoorae  loqaalnted  witb  the  mlneml  rlchea  of  the  eonnnry.  A  new  eiHtlOB,  el>- 
biMtnt  the  iBportaot  mineral  dtaeorerisi  made  sbua  isn,  la  mnoh  reqiirad. 
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Koai  field,  but  none  of  a  site  generally  conaideicd  workable.  Some  tistitj 
jeare  ago,  howovet,  a  croea  cut  waa  driTBn  by  the  (Jeneral  Mining  Asaocia- 
t[oii  Bpon  the  meMarea  auderljing  the  main  «eam  at  the  Albion  mines, 
and  aereral  beds  of  ironitonei  were  intersected ;  no  reliable  record  remalos 
oftheir  BiEeaadqualit7,aii4  the  attempts  therein  are  known  to  have  failed, 
bat  whether  from  miatnaaagement,  or  from  the  poor  quality  of  the  ore  Is 
not  cert^D." 

But  notwithstanding  these  somewhat  anfoTOrable  acconau  of  the  clay 
ironstone  to  befonnd  witliUie  coaldeposltsof  tbeProTincetUniiistbefcrati- 
^lng  to  snoh  of  our  Cape  Breton  friends  as  may  not  be  awateof  thefbct  to 
know  that,  iatentratifled  with  the  coal  veins  in  the  township  ofPortHood, 
the  working  of  which,  for  want  of  sufficient  wharfltge  and  other  reasons, 
has  been  for  some  time  diacoatinued,  there  is  abundance  of  what  very 
nearly  resembles,  if  it  is  not  precisely  ideutical  with,  the  British  clay  iroD  ore, 
found  iuteratratified  id  large  quanlili/  with  the  coal.  Mr.  Praser,  wbo  has 
the  right  of  search,  showed  the  writer  a  section  with  the  measuremeats  of 
the  deposit,  and  stated  that  it  was  analysed  in  England,  and  was  fouml  to 
contain  (br^-one  per  cent  of  iron.*  This  is,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  the 
first  discovery  of  valuable  iron  ore  in  large  quantity  found  in  Nova  Scotia 
interstratified  with  coal.  If  lime  stone  to  be  osed  as  a  Bui  is  found  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  coat  aud  iron,  then  all  the  conditions  which  have  rendered 
Great  Britaio  so  famous  as  an  iron  producing  and  irou  ship  building  country, 
are  to  befoundin  this  little  Province;  but  ilisnot  perhaps  too  much  to  say 
thatthe  soperiority  in  the  richness  of  the  Iron  ores  in  Pictou  Goanty,  and 
elsewhere,  as  compared  with  the  quality  of  the  British,  does  not  more  than 
compensate  for  the  short  distance  they  require  to  be  conveyed  fbr  smell- 
ing-r 

■  Mr.  HearyH.  Flint  hMihown  OS  theanalreli  attested  br  the  AiMyttt  to  the 
BaakorEoilaiid. 

t  Port  Hood,  aeu  iriiliih  th«  Irautone  has  beaa  Ibuiid  Inlantrali&ad  witli  eoal  It 
a  loiul^ag  town  In  the  Cannty  of  InveruMS.  The  ooan^k  In  laa|tli  Ihm 
tlleSCraltarCaiMO  la  Cqie  North,  npwarde  of  one  houdred  miles,  beinf  In  breadth 
from  JSfteen  to  Lwautj-dve  miles  i  lu  area  exceeds  two  thouuud  square  luLlei, 
moitlj  at,  when  oleared,  fbr  ODlU?atlan.  A  loRy  rldf;oorh<Eh  lands  run  throufth 
the  middle  of  the  eonnty,  from  north  to  aonth— Che  water  from  tbme  an  the  wMt 
«lde  IWllng  lito  tile  Qolf  of  Bt.  Lawrenoe,  andUiiMe  m  the  cut  ildelnto  the  Bias 
d'Ur  Lika.  The  Srst  HtUen  of  tbl*  Mooty  were  a  ft*  Aoidlaa  Fmneh  famille*, 
who  emlgratsd  from  Frlnos  Edward  Island,  In  17M.  to  Cbstteunp,  where  the  bonae 
<>fKoblnkCo.,of  Jenej,  erected  a  Ashing  esUbllihmenE  ibont  that  tine.' The 
next  settler  Wu  ■  Captain  Smith,  wlio  emigrated  from  New  England,  and  erealed 
tha  lint  house  at  Part  Hood,  and  whose  nnmerous  deecendants  were  farmers.  In 
IBM  emtgraDti  from  North  Britain  began  to  lltwk  Into  the  oonntry,  and  hare  ooa- 
tinusd  to  do»  ever  singe,  till  the  population  ■«  the  oona^  Is  now  38.415. 

lliaabiiTa  InftirMudDnliubeenDiatnlrdedTed  from  in  addrcM  deUfered  by  Ki. 
Wm.  MoKaen,  Freddeat  of  the  Inveraeas  Agrloultntal  Soolety  at  lis  llnl  meetliic 
J»ld  In  Fnt  Hood  on  the  ftnt  of  Uareh,  18U. 
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CHAPTER  XXIY. 

The  Gold  Mines  of  Nova  Scotia^First  discovery  of  Gold  in  the 
Province — Reaaons  for  the  Ibilure  of  Mining  operations — The 
tol&l  quantity  of  Gold  produced — Gold  Mines  of  Auetralia  as 
compared  with  thoee  of  the  Province — Silver  ore. 

When  gold  waa  first  discovered  in  Nova  Scotia  it  is  impoaaible  to  deter- 
mine. The  name  giTeii  b;  theFrencb  tu  pUceg  auch  saBras  d'or,  Cap  d'or, 
&c.,  Mem  to  indicate  Ibeir  belief  in  tbe  presence,  at  an  early  period  in  the 
FtOTince,  of  the  precious  metala,  ilr.  HeatheriugtonsayslbatthediBCOTerj 
of  golden  quartz  was  Rrat  made  by  Lieiilenaiit,now  Captain,  C.  L'Bstisnge 
while  moose  huuting  in  the  antumn  of  JgSS.*  The  CapCaJn  in  a  letter 
under  date,  Halifax  22nd  October  1861,  tddreased  to  Ur.  Heatherington 
a^B  tbatduriug  a  bunting  trip  on  the  Tangier  river  in  September,  ]8SB,be 
found  uomiatakablo  traces  of  gold  in  the  quartz  of  that  district.  H»  with 
difficult,  having  no  hammer,  procured  a  specimeEi,  showing  a  trace  of  tbe 
mel&l,  but  the  Idea  of  it4  being  gold  was  ridiculed  by  the  nraiu  in  miner- 
alogy—the only  exception  being  Ur.  Campbell  of  Dartmouth,  who  told 
him  that  he  bad  discovered  gold  even  in  Halifax  harbor.  Threa  yeais 
afterwarda  Captain  L'Esirange,  when  in  the  Mauritius,  saw  a  newspaper 
account  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Tangier.f  Mr,  Campbell  bad  panned 
gold  in  1849,  and  seems  to  luve  been  the  first  to  advocate  the  existence  of 
the  metal  in  quantity  in  tbe  Province. 

The  enthoilasm  which  was  first  inspired  by  the  discovery  gradually 
abated,  and  a  corresponding  deprauion  occurred  when  it  was  found  that 
skill,  capital,  and  patieuGe  were  required  to  render  the  mines  productive. 
Mr,  H.  3,  Poole,  in  his  report  of  1872,  on  the  inspection  of  the  mines,  says 
that  a  complete  change  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  woriiing  at  the  gold 
mines,  and  diat  there  has  been  a  consequent  fitlling  off  in  the  number  of  nea 
engaged,  as  well  as  in  the  qiianlity  of  gold  produced— tbe  change  referred 
to  being  the  almost  total  discontinuance  ol  work  by  companies,  ftnd  tbe 
iutroduction  of  the  system  of  woiUngths  mines  by  tribute.  Under  this 
system  a  per  centage  on  the  value  of  the  gold  extracted  is  allowed  to  the 
mine  proprietors  by  the  parUes  who  have  undertaken  to  work  them. 

That  gold  mining  in  the  Province  is  not  conducted  on  the  whole  on 
BcienllGc  principles  is  admitted— the  failnie  of  satisfoctory  results  being 
m^uly  due  to  the  absenoe  of  the  most  approved  and  economical  methods  of 
working.  In  the  report  presented  by  Mr.  Alfred  R.  G.  Selwyn  in  1871,  in 
connection  with  the  geological  exploration  of  the  Dominion,  he  attributes 
the  failures  in  gold  miuing  in  Nova  Scotia  to  the  fallowing  amongst  other 
CADiea — tbe  rash  expenditure  of  capital  in  the  purchase  of  mining  rights 

*  AprstlmlguMofjrTonriit!  totheOold  Fields  of  Neva  Sootla.  by  A.  Oeathe- 
rington— Hantrea],  Jobn  Lovell,  1868, 
t  Farlntareitlnginbrautlanieg  Uold  Commluloner'i  Beports  br  1862  snd  IStl. 
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MBpeeUng  the  ftctiul  vftlna  of  which  nothing  is  known  with  certaiatj— tbe 
hut;  and  incanBidaratc  Brectioa  of  mocfaineiy  for  mining  and  Inatiog  the 
ores  before  the  qaaaUtj,  or  their  probable  valaa  has  been  Moertidned — the 
attempts  frequently  made  to  enbuice  the  value  of  the  stock  bj  declaring 
dividendB,  sometimes  paid  ont  of  capital,  but  often  bj  means  of  a  prooeia 
koowD  M  "  picking  the  ejei  out  of  the  mine,"  or  in  other  words  selecting 
all  the  rich  material  to  secore  &  hw  high  yields,  which  are  far  in  eiceas  oT 
anjthing  Ukelj  to  be  the  future  arerage,  and  the  almost  DDtTersal  wantof 
ai;  appliances  for  saving  pfritea  and  fine  gold.  With  respect  to  the  last 
cause  professor  Hind  !□  lua  report  on  the  She rbrooke  district  sajs  thatatten- 
tioD  baWng  been  called  to  the  escaped  gold  in  the  ttUliogi  of  one  of  the 
.mills  at  Waverle;,  portionB  were  lecrusbed,  and  passed  over  amalganuttiog 
tables — the  official  return  presenting  the  following  BtartliDg  resnlts.  Two 
hondred  and  eighty  eight  tons  of  waate  from  the  damp  gave  32  oe.  S  dwla 
11  gn.  {  fliztf-thiM  tooa  of  waste  from  damp  gare  13  os.  12  dwt.  IS  gts. 
Eiperimenta  with  6TS  tons  of  tailings  made  by  an  American,  Mr.  Ira  Twist, 
Sherbrooke,  rwnlted  la  41  os.  of  gold,  and  TO  lbs.  of  quicksilver,  thns 
proving  the  value  ot  the  tailings  of  other  mines. 

Mr.  HeatbecingtOQ  has  prodaoed  a  moet  complete  and  reliable  table 
showing  the  yield  of  gold  in  Nova  Scotia,  from  the  first  working  of  the 
{old  minea,  in  1860,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1812,  compiled  from  corrected 
official  records.  The  quantity  prodaced  in  1860,  before  the  adoption  of  the 
sworn  retntna,  ha  estimated  at  six  tboosand  ounces.  The  loUI  «Btimat«d 
and  declared  quantity  of  gold  produced  in  the  Province  till  the  close  of 
18T2  was  337,000  ounces,  which,  valued  at  fonr  pounds  alerting  per  oonce, 
was  worth  il948,000.  It  is  estimated  that  twanty-one  thousand  ounces  wera 
stolen  and  not  reported.  The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
honest  men  to  do  the  work.  The  evil  is  one  which  it  is  perhaps  impossible 
entirely  to  oonnteracli— gold  being  so  easily  concealed,  and  so  readily 
marketable. 

The  following  table  shows  tba  declared  quaaUtles  obta^nod  In  the  Pro* 
vince  from  1663  to  1ST3  inelnrive,  with  tbe  districts  by  which  they  wei« 
leBpectively  yielded : 

Native.       From  Qoarti.  Total. 


38.000 

GT,946,3T» 

6T,984,3T9 

Waverley 

44,623,033 

44,533,033 

Renfrew 

... 

»6,T4i»,39a 

38,749,396 

Wine  Harbor 

30,491,317 

30,491,317 

... 

13,423,744 

13,433,744 

Oldham 

... 

13,106,643 

13,106,641 

Tangier 

ioe,3ao 

10,341,003 

10,449,353 

Stonnont 

18,000 

10,304,783 

10,233,783 

Oniacke 

7,978,937 

7,978,937 

Caribou 

3,329,150 

3,328,150 

Ovens 

311,000 

131,403 

Unclassified    . 

S56,TT1 

1,171,001 

1,737,773 

TTS 

44I,25e 

441,031 

I3,B96         308,738,053         309,870,948 
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Id  what  position,  it  m&y  be  asked,  doa«  Nova  SooUa  aland,  ragwdcd  as  a 
gold-niniDK  conntry  aa  campttred  vltb  Aastntia,  whem  tba  boslaew  t> 
canned  on  mnoh  mon  MiteniiTeljT  Hen  li  the  aierage  of  gold  prodaced 
par  ton  of  qnarti,  at  fbrnished  bf  Hr.  Beatheiington : 


Year. 

Tictoiia,  Aaetnlia. 

Nora  Scotia 

M.     dvt.      gr. 

01.   4«t.    gr 

1861     . 

0        to       6.9 

1        0      M 

1865     . 

0        11      1T.4 

I        3        8 

1866     . 

0      10     i6.a 

0      IT      13 

D  1864-66 

0        10      19.2 

1        0      13 

SmIdk  Uiat  tbefleld  in  Nova  Scotia  is  mnoh  Utrger  than  in  AnattaBa,  bow 
comes  it  (hat  the  bualnesa  is  carried  on  anch  moM  locceBsflillj  in  the  latter 
oonntiy?  One  reason  is  pat  trlth  much  clearness  and  force  by  Hr.  Belwyn. 
Acoording  to  the  tables  in  the  leport  of  1669  bj  the  Commissionen  af  Hlnet 
in  Nova  Scotia,  the  total  <|iiantit7  ofqaaTtE  crushed  in  that  jtax  in  all  tba 
dUtnctt  was  38,424  tons.  The  number  of  mills  emploTed  waa  flflf-foar. 
The  Diunber  of  stamps  is  not  giren,  bnt  if  an  arerage  for  each  mOl  cf 
twelre  stamps  be  allowed  the  namber  of  atamps  will  be  648.  Now  Iha 
quantttj  crushed  per  stamp  bead  in  twentr-ftnii  boofS  is  itkUd  to  be  one 
ton.  The  aTerage  in  Anstralta  and  Oaliforoia  Is  from  one  and  one  and  • 
qaarterto  two  tons.  The  quantitj  cmsbed  in  Nora  Scotia  ought  iut«]j  to 
be  quite  as  large,  proportionate)]',  as  \m  Anstrali*.  Howerer,  taking  it  at 
one  ton,  and  blowing  260  working  days,  the  64S  stamps  ought  to  crash 
163,000  tons,  or  more  than/our  timtt  Oit  work  actoall;  done. 

Then,  if  the  element  of  tabor  be  taken  Into  account,  we  find  that  Ui» 
piice  per  man  In  Tictorla  Is  $3.00  to  S3.E0,  and  in  Nova  SecKa  fl.SS  t» 
f  1.60  a  daj.  Thus  Nora  Scotia,  both  In  regard  to  the  average  richness  of 
the  on  and  the  pifoe  of  labor,  has  decided  advantages.  It  follows,  Aeiv- 
fore,  that  the  fallnre  of  gold  mining  operatiooB  in  the  Province  Is  attribvt* 
able  to  want  of  proper  mauagoneat  Mr.  Selwyn,  the  Director  of  tb» 
Dominion  Qeological  Survey,  who  has  inspected  the  process  of  vorkinK,  i* 
clearly  of  that  opinion,  and  the  facts  whi^  be  offlciidlj  adduces  place  the 
correctness  of  his  opinion  beyond  doubt. 

Silver  ore  has  not  been  discovered  In  the  Province  fn  any  considerable 
quantity.  Ur.  Campbell,  of  Dartmouth,  was  the  first  to  discover  its  ezii^ 
Cnca  in  small  quantity.  He  found  it  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grand  Aose, 
where  the  Mackenzie  river  falls  into  the  Qntf  of  St  Lawrence.  It  is  di>- 
seminated  through  the  diift  of  that  stieam  in  small  grains  and  naggrta, 
and  Mr.  Campbell  says  that  this  appears  to  be  the  case  aloag  the  greater 
part  of  its  course,  for  In  many  trials  made  several  Iniles  inland  he  found 
the  silver  as  plentiful  as  be  found  it  near  the  Qulf  coast  He  says  that  th» 
BonroM  from  which  this  stream  derives  the  lilver  enlbodied  in  its  drift  arf^ 
as  fkr  as  he  has  been  able  to  discover,  veins  of  a  beautiful  variety  of  spar, 
closely  resembling  meerschaum,  that  abouiid  In  some  parts  of  the  district 
— some  of  the  veins  containing  native  silver,  embedded  in  strings  and  netta 
of  a  softisb  grey  snbstance  of  earthy  teitnte  resentbllsg  the  carbonate  of 
that  metal.  Dr.  Bow  says  that  silver  in  small  quantity  is  contained 
invariably  in  native  gold,  being  shewn  in  everyone  of  the  analyses  of  that 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

The  FieherieB  of  Nora  ScotJa— Their  value— The  PiBheriea  of  Bri* 
tieh  Columbia — The  necesBitj  for  a  general  iDspection  Iww— 
Number  of  FishenueD  in  the  Province. 

Id  point  ot  importeiiM  and  valae  the  flalMriw  of  Mora  SeoUa,  take  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  mercantile  iDt«reita.  With  a  coast  line  of  apirarda  of 
nine  hnndied  milea,  poueulng;  faarbon  which  in  number  and  excellence  are 
unriTalled,  and  with  a  papulation  of  hardj,  Bkilful  and  stalwart  men  the 
bmineai  ia  proeeoated  with  energy  and  auccesi.  The  ralne  of  the  Gsberiea 
of  the  ProTince  wai  hi  ISTO,  $4,019,424,  ia  1871,  Se,aT0,73^  and  in  1873, 
f6,016,83S. 

The  following  table  shows  the  qnantitf,  nte,  and  nine  of  each  descrip. 
tlon  of  Bsb  in  the  Iwt  named  jtat. 


KmmojFub. 

QDumri. 

Ran. 

Vaiur 

Salmon 

S,5!»  brU. 
S54,306  Ibt. 
T4,S20    " 
lie,631   brU. 

WfiOO    MMM. 

168,al3   brl*. 
34,302   bma. 
11,713    brU. 

4,M3   brl4. 

40,000  ;CiA. 

B  86T  brk. 

iMOfiK  cam. 

^^  10   brU. 

13    " 

443    " 

■« ;; 

118  Unu. 

S    cts. 

18  00 

0  m 

0  Ifi 
U  00 
0  13 
4  00 

0  -a 

3  00 

4  33 
7  00 

3  00 
300 
B  00 
0  13 

e  00 

0  15 

425 
000 

4  as 

IT  00 
3  00 
0  65 
DK 

16  00 

S 

63,923 

do    (smokedandlneaDs) 

11,193 
1,618,834 

874,053 
8,673 

dolniolwd) 

Ood  TongQM  and  Soondi... 
Poltaek « 

71,201 
267,642 

Haddodi. 

f^j: - 

<800 
606,514 

Bus - 

£St- ;■■■:::;:-:• 

117 

■els- -.. 

17,273 

FJSoiLzrrirzz 

368,873 

Ftofiforgnano).:. 

1,7» 

6,016,835 

It  wUI  be  seen  tnaa  (be  list  that  Ood  staod*  Snt  h>  ralne,  next  Mackerel 
aod  then  Hairing  and  Lobaten,  With  respect  to  the  latter,  the  quandtj 
taken  is  lo  large  that  id  the  event  of  no  stringent  law  being  adopted  to 
eaforce  a  clot  time  this  valuable  cnutaccan  will  soon  meet  the  fate  of  the 
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HISTOET  OF   NOVA   BCOTtA. 


Iq  order  to  show  the  reUlIoo  in  which  Not»  ScoUa  eUnds  to  the  other 
Provinceg  of  the  Dominion  an  to  the  fisheries,  we  give  the  following  table 
which  ahowa  the  yield  and  value  in  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  New  Brunswick 
and  Onlario  for  the  yeas  18J0,  1871  and  18Ti : 


w-rf-ff 3.---    ~ -'- ------- 


!%2.SSS. 


i  ""3 "  i  I  o  i^"  ^ " « 
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iSlI 


ilt 


sSsIss 
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ill. 
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It  will  thus  bs  uen  tbkt  tbe  ralus  of  iMt  ;r'eftrB  ;ie1d,  excluding  the  Pro- 
Tiacea  of  BrilJtb  Columbia  aod  Manitoba— being  $9,570,116— shows  ao 
iocreaM  of  thirty- three  per  cent  in  two  jean. 

Tbe  fisheriei  of  British  Columbia  are  said  to  be  very  valuable,  though  yet 
nndereloped.  In  a  report  Knt  laat  /ear  to  the  If  Inister  of  Public  Works  it  ie 
affirmed  "  that  tbe  fiBheiies  of  Oolnntria  are  probably  the  richeat  ia  the 
world.''  The  fiab  eonaist  mainlj  of  whale,  Balmoo,  lioulican,  cod,  herring, 
halibut,  sardine,  anchor;,  haddock  and  ojolers.  Salmon  ii  fine  in  qoalit;. 
and  rerj  plentiful — particularly  in  the  FraserBJTei.  Houlicans  are  small  fish 
about  tbe  siae  ofa  sprat.  They  appear  in  tbe  rirerg  on  the  coast  towards 
tbe  end  of  April.  Their  run  lasts  about  three  weeks,  during  which  time  they 
can  be  captured  in  endless  myriads.  Eaten  frash  they  are  most  dellcjonsi 
and  most  excelleni  when  packed  in  a  salted  or  smofeed  form.  This  fiih 
produces  oil  abundaatly,  which  is  ofa  pure  and  excellent  quality.  The  fish 
i)  caught  witb  a  pole  of  about  ten  feet  in  length,  along  which  are  ranged 
fur  five  feet  at  tbe  sad,  nails  like  tbe  tselh  of  a  comb,  only  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  a  part.  The  pole  la  thrust  smartly  into  tbe  water,  and  when 
brought  up  with  a  backward  sweep  of  the  hands,  is  rarely  found  without 
three  or  four  fish  impaled  od  the  nails.  The  reporter  says  that  he  baa  seen 
a  ciinoe  filled  with  them  in  two  hours  by  a  conple  of  fishermen. 

Manitoba  abounds  in  white  Gsh.  "  Few  persons,"  says  Hr.  W.  T.  Crqn- 
hart,  in  addressing  the  Hinister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  "  in  the  Easlera 
portion  of  the  Dominion  hare  an;  adequate  conception  ot  the  immense 
qnantity  of  while  Gsh  found  in  the  lakes  and  rirers  of  the  North  West" 
The  abstracti<ms  otftred  in  our  rivers  to  the  ascent  of  Salmon  and  other 
&fb  to  the  spawning  ground  has  been  a  growing  eril,  which  has  much 
diminished  the  qnautit;  of  Seh  on  onr  coast,  bnt  which  is  bsing  now  re- 
BOTGd  by  means  of  a  sj^tem  of  inspection,  which  it  is  to  l>e  hoped  will 
■hortl;  become  mon  tborongh  and  rigid  than  it  is  at  present  Hr.  W.  H. 
Venning,  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  Nora  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
has  called  attention  to  tbe  ezistii^  necessity  for  a  general  Inspection  Law, 
by  means  of  which  tbe  rarious  qoalitiet  of  fiih  nay  be  guaranteed.  As 
matters  stand  at  present,  inferior  Sih  are  much  on  the  same  ierel  as  fine  in 
tbe  market,  on  account  of  fraud  in  the  branding.  Hare  there  is  scope  for 
wholesome  legislation  on  a  suhject  in  which  Nora  Scotia  is  speciall;  inler- 
Mted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one  of  onr  Dominion  members  will 
take  tbe  matter  np,  and  succeed  in  obtaining  a  measure  by  which  the  in- 
Icreati  of  both  bnyer  and  seller  ma;  be  seoured. 

Mr.  Spencer  T.  Baird,  tbe  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fish- 
eries, addressed  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  Maine,  In  November,  1S72,  in 
which  he  slates  the  principal  reasons  for  the  diminution  in  tbe  qnaati^  of 
fish  on  the  Hew  England  coast ;  his  remarks  being  equally  applicabls  to 
KoTa  Scotia.  "Finy  years  ago,"  be  says,  "the  streams  and  rivers  of  New 
England  were  almost  blockaded  at  certain  seasons  by  salmon,  ibad  and 
alewivea  seeking  to  ascend  to  the  spawning  gronnd,  but  (he  erection  of 
impaiNble  dams  has  prevented  their  ascent,  and  the  conseqaence  has  been  , 
a  remarkable  diminution  In  the  qnantity  of  Bsh."  Mr.  Baird  points  to  the 
litct  that  tbe  qnantity  of  deep  era  Sih  is'  greatly  dependent  on  tbe  ntuiber 
of  SItad,  AkwivM,  Ic,  that  aacend  tbe  rivers,  and  to  tbe  ohstnctioas  r»- 
ftmd  to  be  atuibntes  in  a  great  measnra  tbefailnre  of  tbe  NewEnglaod 
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The  followins  labia  shovB  the  number  of  mgo  emplojed  in  tbt  flsheries 

or  NoTa  Scotia,  and  tbe  vftlue  of  boats  and  fithisg  malerial,  for  tbe  fear 


COUHTIU. 

No.  of.  Men. 

Yalme  of  Boats  and 
teUDg  mateiial. 

160 

180 

3SS 

2sa 

HOT 
1280 
1253 
T30 

21fl6 

159 
(ITS 
1981 
1760 
1158 
1169 
195S 

AutiKonisb _ 

22610 

iUcbmond    

InverneBS 

60S80 

Total 

19,097 

1,211,178 

It  will  be  wen  that  Hah^  Oonntf  hai  the  groatest  unmbet  of  fithmnrn. 
LDneahnrg  >■  next  Gajaboroog-h  and  Invenieu  are  about  equal.  Tar- 
mouth  and  Sbolbume  being  rei;  cIon  on  each  other;  Oape  Breton  and 
Victoria  oODDtiea  being  aUo  veiy  near  aa  to  nu-nben. 

The  foltowlng  statement  ia  from  the  CeosoB  RetomB  for  1810,  which  hare 
not  been  published  aa  we  write — sore  the  first  volume,  which  gtrei  no  infor- 
mation aa  to  the  fitheriea—bnt  which  was  obtained  in  advance  hj  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  Haiioe-and  Piaheries.  It  shows  tbe  nnmber  of  men,  Teawls  and 
boats  en^ojed,  respectiTclj,  in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec,  New 
Brnnswlck  and  Nova  Seotlain  1810; 


Vessels. 

BoaU. 

Number. 

Uen. 

If  umber. 

Uen. 

20 

110 
139 
710 

T3 
SOL 

637 
5,489 

1,16^ 
4,271 

3,003 

7;94i 

3,307 
6^939 
^T7« 
11,855. 

Hova  Scotia 

9T» 

«,e8i» 

Je,8'9 

ao,SOT 

It  will  be  observed  that  while  both  ilatementa,  which  are  olBelal,  pro- 
fon  to  give  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  fisheries  in  Nova  Scotia — 
the  Htit  dealing  with  the  ytat  1BT2,  and  the  other  with  1870— there  is  a 
diflbteace  in  the  nombers  of  1773,  an  eiplaaation  of  which  may  be  found  in 
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tin  ttct  that  Id  the  one  case  the  Dnmber  of  actoal  fiBhennen  mnj'  h&TC  beea 
giTBQ  who  follow  no  other  calling,  and  in  tbe  other  the  number  of  persoag 
who  engage  in  fishing  oitber  as  an  eicluuTfl  or  occasional  bosineBs. 

In  the  fCAT  18S1  there  were  euplojed  In  the  Ssberlea  of  Nora  Scotia 
10,3M  men.  Aceoiding  tothecenana  of  1S61  the  number  waa  14,323.  It  is 
impOBtible,  howeTer,toM.f  whether  these  nnmbenrepreseDt  iafM.l!d;  Mier- 
roen,  or  inclndB  peisona  who  wen  onlj  occMtonallj-  engaged  !□  the  occupa- 
tion. In  an;  case  the  niunbeie  show  a  luge  iaoreaie  in  the  men  employ. 
ed  now  as  compared  with  the  periods  Bpecified. 

Tbe  census  of  1861  shows  900  vessels  and  8,816  boats  engagsd  in  the 
fisheries  of  the  Province,  and  the  statement  which  has  Jnst  been  given  Troni 
the  ntom  of  1870  exhibits  only  710  tcbbcIb  and  T,941  boats.  The  00I7 
solution  of  this  Btziking  anomalj  which  occurs  in  the  absence  of  detwls  ia^ 
Uiat  a  moch  lai^r  class  of  tsbmIb  and  boats  may  be  now  emplojed  in  the 
fishing  businaas— thus,  dififareace  of  tonnage  accounting  for  a  smaller 
number  of  Teasels  aceommodatiiig  a  larger  number  of  men. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Population  of  Nova  Scotia— Number  of  Houses  in  the  Province — 
BeligioQ  oi  the  People— Theic  origiu. 

The  popQlstion  of  Not*  ScoUb  at  the  taking  of  the  Geneng  in  1861  wu 
330,8ST;  when  taken  In  1871  it  wu  387,800,  shoiringaK  increue  in  ten 
jrean  of  S6,943.  It  viU  be  observed  bj  Uie  following  table  that  tbe  popa- 
Utions  rupectivel;  of  Cvuuberlaud,  Colchester  and  lavemeas  are  veiy 
nearl;  the  same. 

Popnlation  of  1661  and  18TI  compared  bf  Electonl  Diatricta  vilhin  their 
present  limits,  (1ST2.) 


BmOTOKAL  DtSTBiaTS. 


Hants 

King's « 

Annapolis 

Kgby 

Yanaonth. 

Sbelburne _ 

Q"~o'' 

Lunenburg ^,.,. 

West  Halifax 

Bast  Halifu 

Oomberland 

Colchester 

PicloQ _ 

Antigonish 

Qoysboroagb 

Inverness 

Victoria 

-Cape  Breton 

BicWond , 

Totals  of  Nova  Scotia.... 


6S3,500 
iTl,OOD 
607,000 
681,900 
714,000 
2TB,2S3 
1,063,750 
1,031,876 
837,000 
730,496 
353,320 
1,060,01 
886,e( 


18,731 
18,753 
14,751 

15,446 


32,6! 
10,092 
10,533 
30,045 
28,785 
14,871 
13,943 
19,967 
9,643 
30,866 


31,30! 
21,510 
18,131 
17,037 
18,550 
ia,4!7 
10,5M 
23,834 
37,0< 
•19,956 
•23,618 
33,331 
32,114 
16,612 
•16,666 
23,416 
11,346 
2e,4U 
14,368 


12,6( 

330,857     387,80(4         31 


Th«  number  of  AiAaHMd houses  hi  Novaficotia  in  1861  was  49,66^,  and 
of  vacant  1,918;  in  1871  the  nnmbers  were,  inkahittil,  61,123;  vaoant, 
3,35L  The  nnmher  of  hooses  bmlding  in  1891  was  1,738 ;  in  1871  onlj 
1,451 ;  showing  that  there  was  mora  enterprise  in  the  bailding  trade  in  tbe 
former  Tear  than  in  the  hitter,  or  in  another  aspect  of  tbe  subje  ot,  that  in 
1871  the  fiuth  of  persons  accustomed  to  invest  capital  in  houet  is  less  In 
«n  adequate  return  than  it  was  in  1861.  While  there  is  at  piuent  no  in- 
cnaae  of  population  which  wonld  warrant  eztnme  briskneas  in  the  bnsi- 
nws  of  house  boildiDg,  jet  UtaprotpecUof  a  considerable  inercwe  itf  pops- 
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Ifttion  witbin  a  few  je&ra  U  deddedlf  bettir  than  it  could  h&Te  been  ten 
yean  ago. 

Tbe  sexes  are  wsU  balanced  id  tbe  Prorince — the  nnmbeT  of  males  being 
in  18T1,  193,793,  and  of  AmaleB  194,0^S|  Bliowiiig  onl;  a  balance  of  SIS  in 
the  entire  ProTince  in  faTor  of  the  ladiea. 

The  uamber  of  widowers  in  tbe  PrOTinee  in  18T1,  was  4,102 ;  of  widows, 
10,636. 

The  Dumber  of  male  children  and  anoianied  males  in  the  Prorince  in 
ISTl  was  130,G33,  whilst  the  number  of  female  children  and  unmarried 
femaleawM  124,084— the  marked  diSbrence  beiug  doubtless  owing  to  the 
emigration  to  the  States  of  so  many  joung  womeo  who  are  tempted  by  the 
high  wages  given  tc  Helpi  in  that  coontrj~tbe  proportion  of  femida  emi- 
gnmts  being  tbua  prored  to  be  touch  larger  than  of  the  other  sex. 

The  following  table  shows  tbe  iwdsds  in  1861  and  18T1  respectiTtl;  mU> 
the  leading  ReligtDUi  DenominationB  in  the  ProTince ; — 

isei.  laii. 

Baptists G9,33e  73,430 

Free  Will  and  Fiee  Ubristian  Baptists..-  6,704  

Roman  Catholics 86,381  103,001 

Church  of  England 47,744  G5,134 

Wesleyan  Uetbodiats 34,055  38^683 

Presbyterians 88,019  103,539 

CongregationalistB - 2,183  2,538 

The  following  table  shows  the  origin  of  tbe  bulk  of  the  people  of  the 
Prorince ; — 

Ingllth - -113,520 

eooteh 130,741 

Irish 63,861 

French. 32,833 

German 31,941 

showing  a  dedded  preponderance  of  tbe  Scotch  element  in  Nora  Scotia. 

Uf  the  present  population  of  the  Prorince  14,316  hare  beenboru  in  Scot- 
land; In  Ireland,  7,558;  in  England,  4,008  ;  in  New  Brunswick,  3,413;  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  3,310  ;  In  the  United  Stales,  3,233. 

Of  tbe  popalaUon  of  the  Dominion  the  largest  proportion  are  of  French 
origin,  tbe  number  being  1,083,840;  of  Irish,  846,414;  English,  706,369. 
Scotch,  648,946;  German,  202,991.  There  are  only  1,11S  Jews  in  th» 
Dominion. 
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CHAPTBE  XXril. 

Advantages  enjoyed  by  Nova  Scotia  for  Manufacturing  enlerprie* — 
Manufacturmg  progress  in  Belgium  aiid  Switzerland— Meaflurea 
oeceasary  to  effect  an  increase  of  population — Attempt  to  es- 
tablieh  a  Cotton  Faclorj  in  Halifax— Causes  of  past  failui«a— 
The  Machine  trade  of  the  Province — Notice  of  eeveml  Faclo- 
riea— The  neceeaity  for  a  Dry  Dock  at  Halitaz — The  Ship- 
building trade  and  ita  origin— The  Ueohuiics  of  the  Province— 
Mechanics'  Institutes  in  Outario — Present  duty. 

CoNMDEMKo  the  adva[itn|rc9  which  Nora  ScoOa  offers  for  iaduslrial  enter- 
prize,  the  manufactnrea  uf  the  Province  are  few  and  on  a  limited  scale.  The 
sister  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  with  a  mnch  smaller  population  mad 
prDpcrticQiLtel;  inferior  in  wealtb  and  otber  reaourcea,  displays  enterpriie 
far  in  advance  of  this  Province.  It  has  a  number  of  miuiufactanng  com- 
panies with  large  capitals,  and  tbe  induatrie^  of  St.  Jobn  present  greater 
varle^  than  those  of  Halifax,  although  tbe  latlef  city  has  greater  wealth. 
To  wbalever  causes  tbe  stagnation  in  Sovi  Scutia  i;  attributable,  they  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  absence  of  the  main  elements  neceasary  to  secoie 
success.  Its  geographical  poflitian  in  relation  to  the  marketa  of  the  woiid, 
its  capacious  and  well  sheltered  harbors,  its  oztensiresbipplaclU  mineral 
wealth,  especially  in  coal  and  icon,  and  its  water  power,  clearly  mack  ll 
aa  a  country  most  favorably  adapted  for  manufactures. 

Ii  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  without  a  large  Provincial  population  to 
■couBonie  what  is  produced,  snccess  osimot  be  expected.  The  bistoiy  of  tbe 
progress  of  manafactnres  in  other  countries  seem  to  prove  the  contrary. 
We  can  point  to  a  connlry  Ip  Europe  having  a  comparatively  small  popu- 
lation, and  which  u  surrounded  by  teeming  populations  of  alracst  unri- 
Talled  skiU  and  industry,  but  which  succeeded,  first  on  a  small,  bat  subae- 
^oently  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  in  compecin([  with  eminent  aucoess  with 
the  foremost  of  ita  rivals.  We  refer  to  Belgium,  which  has  oiily  an  area  of 
of  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  square  miles,  and  a 
population— in  18V0— of  5,n8T,10B,  but  tbe  yearly  commerce  of  this  little 
kingdom  is  rery  large.  Tbe  exports  of  Belgium,  in  ISTl,  to  Qreat  Britain 
alone,  were  in  value  £13,573,274,  whilst  all  she  tookinreturnfromtheinanit- 
facturing  mistress  of  the  world,  in  tbe  same  year,  amounted  in  value  only 
to£6,217,00B.  She  exported  sugar  in  that  year  to  tbe  value  of  £1,366,881; 
jet  Halifax,  with  the  West  Indian  raw  sugar  as  open  to  it  as  any  countij 
in  the  world,  and  with  a  large  Provincial  consumption,  cannot  finish  a  sugar 
refinery  on  which  considerable  capital  has  already  been  expended,  and  of 
which  a  competent  gentleman  is  ready  to  take  charge,  but  prefer*  being  de- 
pendent for  its  supply  on  other  countries.  The  quantity  of  sugar  impOTted 
during  ISTS  Into  Nova  Scotia,  liable  to  duty,  was  6,491,463  Iba.,  Taloed 
at  9362,190,  besides  a  considerable  quantity  &om  the  diter  ProvinoM,  of 
-wMob,  not  being  subject  to  duty,  no  official  record  has  been  kept. 
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"  Od«  of  the  aost  Important  natural  productiona  of  Belgium,  and  chief 
buiB  of  its  Industrj,"  B^jt  the  Staletman'i  liar  Book  for  1ST3,  "U  coal, 
which  il  raised  in  erer  Increasing  qnan^ties."  It  is  found  In  tbree  of  the 
nine  proiincea  of  n^hich  (he  kingidom  consists.  The  quantity  ciported  in 
ISTO -was  3,114,850  tons.  In  coilI,  Nova  Scotia  is  probabi;  equal  to  Bel- 
l^nm,  and  surpassea  it  in  the  gualitj  and  extent  of  it^  iron  ores,  and  if  the 
mannfacturiDg  greatness  of  Great  Britain  is  to  a  large  extent  dependent 
on  the  suppl;  of  these  two  minerals,  whjr  should  tbef  not  also  prove  the 
basis  of  industrial  greatness  in  Nora  IJcotia?  These  facts  are  mentioned 
not  so  mnch  Tor  the  pnqrase  of  comparing  the  manul^cturiDg  l^llities  of 
Belgium  with  those  of  Nota  Scotia,  bat  Bimplj'  to  show  that  a  small  coun- 
try with  indomitable  energj,  in  combination  with  the  necessarj  elemen- 
tary advantages,  may  rival  in  skill  and  enterprise  older  states  which  have 
been  long  fbmooa  for  the  extent  and  excellence  of  Iheir  producUona. 

Tnming  for  a  moment  to  Switzerland,  we  hare  further  evidence  of  suc- 
ceasTuI  industrial  competition  on  the  part  of  a  comparatively  insignificant 
people.  It  has  a  population  of  about  one-half  that  of  Bel^nm.  Altbouf^h, 
according  to  the  census  of  1870,  one-half  of  its  people  are  supported  either 
wholly  or  in  part  by  agriculture,  yet  the  manufactures  of  the  Republic 
employe^  at  the  time  mentioned  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  four 
baiidred  and  sizty-eight  persons — the  number  of  handicraftsmen  being  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  man- 
nfacture  of  cotton  goods  occupies  upwards  of  a  million  spindles,  four 
tboosand  looms,  and  twenty  thousand  operatives,  besides  thirtj-eight 
thousand  hand-loam  weavers.  Is  it  not  paradoxical  that  we  have  not  in 
Nova  Scotia,  although  on  the  continent  wUcb  produces  the  raw  material 
In  great  abnndance,  one  cotton  factory.  In  this  department  New  Bruns- 
wick baa  so  far  set  us  a  successful  example— «  fact  which  fumUhes  an 
Tinanswerable  argnment  in  opposition  to  tbe  opinion  that  a  cotton  mill 
would  not  be  remunerative  in  thia  Province.  If  tbe  cotton  yams  pro- 
.duced  at  tbe  St.  John  factor?  compete  so  successfully  with  those  produced 
In  England  ai  to  sell  largely  in  this  Province,  why  could  not  cotton 
goods  of  eqnal  comparative  excellence  be  also  produced?  If  we  apply 
the  argument  derived  Ihnn  smallness  of  population  ogtunat  the  estab- 
lishment of  factories  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  country  pre- 
eminent for  its  manufactures,  its  futility  will  at  once  appear.  In 
1811  Qteat  Britain  exported  produce  to  the  value  of  £233,066,162  ster- 
ling, being  to  the  value  of  £T  10s.  3d.  sterling  per  head  of  thepopulatloni 
and  of  the  quantity  mentioned  North  America  received  jC8,2CT,I2S  worth' 
proving  the  large  extent  to  which  the  Parent  State  depends  on  the  foreign 
mai^et  for  her  mercantile  prosperity.  It  seems  manifest,  therefore,  that  if 
Nova  Scotia  is  to  attain  to  as  much  eminence,  in  proportion  to  her  population 
and  material  resources.  In  general  manufaetnree  as  she  has  attained  in  shlp- 
bnilding,  she  moat  look,  like  other  spirited  countries  beyond  her  own  btaileTS 
ft>r  a  market,  not  being  scared  by  obstacles  which  other  states,  with  no  grea- 
ter advantages,  haveenconnlered  and  overcame.  Let  It,  moreover,  be  borne 
in  mind  thattbeDomlnionitself  presents  a  market  in  which  no  hostile  tariBPs 
«re  imposed,  as  well  as  a  field  ft>r  honorable  rivalry.  Its  population  is 
abont  tbrM  million!  and  a  half— 3,486,761  at  tbe  last  census — and  it  Is 
'admitted  by  leading  anthori ties  in  all  tbeProvinces  that  Nova  Scotia,  with 
tbe  nnrivalled  advantagea  ali«ady  specified,  prvaent*  fadlitlei  for  mann- 
.  foctnring  enterprise  whicb  are  not  equalled  in  the  liitH  Prorlnoet. 


i  by  Google 


ft08  HISTORY  OP   NOVA  SCOTIA. 

At  present  the  Dnited  States,  bj  their  imposts,  interpose  a  fonnidable 
barrier  to  the  introduction  of  onr  producta,  bat  it  ig  Batisfactoiy  to  know 
that  there  ia  k  growing  public  opinion  aK»inst  the  enonnouB  eilaling  tariff. 
The  debt  of  that  great  country  is  being  rapidly  liquidated,  and  when 
reduced  to  a  moderate  sum  a  popnlar  demand  for  a  reduced  tariff  is  certain 
to  epring  up,  to  which  Googrees  will  be  forced  to  listen. 

Increaseof  population  is  rather  the  result  of  mercantile  prosperity  than 
the  caDsc  of  It.  Belbre  anj  considerable  addition  to  the  population  of 
Nora  Scotia  can  take  place,  there  must  of  necessity  be  an  increase  i  n  the 
demand  for  labor.  The  progress  of  the  great  cities  of  Europe  and  America 
illustrate  the  proposition— their  increase  being  at  the  rate  of,  and  con- 
comitant with,  their  commercial  and  agricultural  enterprise ;  and  in 
accordance  vitb  this  law  of  city  growth,  neither  Halifiu  nor  any  other 
town  in  the  Province  can  become  a  great  commercial  emporium,  unless  as 
a  pre-requisite  it  becomes  the  seat  of  manufacturing  industry.  Ttiere  is 
ample  capital  in  the  Frorince  to  give  it  a  fair  industrial  start,  and  a  judi- 
cious and  spirited  commencement  is  all  that  is  neceasaiy  to  secure  a 
a  satisfactory  lesnlt. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1870  to  establish  a  cotton  factor;  in  Halifax  by 
an  association,  to  nbicb  the  writer  acted  aa  secretary.  Tbe  capital 
rpqaired  was  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  power  granted  by  charter 
to  increase  it  tA  three  hundred  thousand.  Only  half  the  neeessaiy  sum 
could  be  raised,  and  the  scheme  consequently  failed.  As  the  argumenia, 
however,  then  used  in  favour  of  a  commencement  remain  now  in  full  force 
they  are  respectfully  submitted  in  a  condensed  lorm,  in  tbe  hope  ihat 
a  second,  and  a  more  sncceasaul  attempt  may  be  soon  made. 

I.  Tbe  production  ofa  few  facts  from  the  official  trade  returns  of  tbe 
Dominio  i  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  1868,  will  satisfac- 
torily show  the  extent  to  which  cottons  are  la  demand. 

lo  a  general  statement  of  the  principal  articles  of  British  and  foreign 
merchandize  imported  into  tbe  Provinces  of  Quebec  and  Ontario,  it  is 
staled  that  during  the  year  jnst  relbrred  to,  cottons  to  the  value  of 
^,724,146  were  imported,  the  amount  of  duty  paid  for  those  entered  for 
home  consumption  being  $866,833.  Tbe  value  of  the  cottons  imported 
into  Nova  Scotia  in  theaame  year,  was  $1,504,080,  the  duty  paid  tbereoa 
being  $164,859.  Tbe  cottons  Imported  into  New  Brunswick  in  Ibe  same 
yeAT  amounted  in  value  to  $499,273,  the  duly  being  $69,638.  Thus  tbe 
Dominion  imparled  in  that  year  cotton  fabrics  to  the  total  valae  of 
$7,683,499  tbe  duty  pmd  Ihereon  being  $1,097,190.  A  simple  calculation, 
based  on  the  figures  just  given,  shows  that  Nova  Scotia  imports  cotton 
goods  to  a  much  larger  extent  in  proportion  to  population,  than  the  three 
other  Provinces  specified.  Tbe  popalation  at  tbe  last  census  of  Ontario 
and  Quebec,  was  2,507,000  ;  of  Nova  Scotia,  330,000  ;  and  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, 252,000.  Henoe,  while  Ontario  and  Quebec  imported,  per  bead, 
cotton  to  tbe  valne  of  $Z.28,  and  New  Brunswick,  $1.80,  the  Nova  Scolia 
mporlations  of  the  same  article  amounted  to  ttM  large  average  per  head  of 
$4.G9.  The  very  great  difference  thus  eibibiled  ia  mainly  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  three  siater  Provinces  are  to  a  certain  extent  supplied  by 
their  own  factories,  whilst  Nova  Scotia  is  entirely  dependent,  in  that 
article,  upon  her  Importations.  It  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  every 
Nova  tjcotian,  considering  the  remarkable  indnslrial  resources  of  his  coun- 
try, to  assist  in  removing  tbe  reproach  implied  ia  tbe  facts  just  adduced. 
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n.  The  coat  of  freigbC,  insnraiice,  Ac,  added  to  the  duty  of  fifUen  per 
cent,  imposed  upon  imported  cottons,  readeiB  tbe  proBp«ct  of  sncceu 
«DConragiii£,  more  especially,  oa  in  the  conduct  ot  tbe  bosiaese,  a  bctorj 
«atsblighed  ia  IfoTB  Scotia  ffonld  labour  under  ffeir,  if  any  disad  vantages,  u 
compared  with  the  other  Prorlncea  of  Brllish  North  America  or  the  United 
States,  where  cotton  mills  at«  dow  in  operation.  It  should,  moreover,  be 
borne  in  mind  that  about  2,000,000  j ards  oF  grey  cottonB  are  imported  annO' 
ally  into  Halifax  alone,  and  also  about  4,000,000  yards  of  sail  cloth,  not  to 
speak  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  cottou  yarna— material  which  would 
tvqoire  Ere  times  the  producing  power  contemplated  in  the  erection  of  tbe 
proposed  factory. 

III.  The  want  of  appropriate  employment  for  females  in  the  ProTlnce 
is  being  felt  and  complained  of.  The  establishment  of  cotton  factories 
would  tend  to  supply  the  deiideraiam,  besides  pving  a  stimulus  to  other 
branches  of  industry.* 

It  must  be  admitted  that  attempts  to  carry  on  manufactares  in  the 
Province,  by  means  of  companies,  have,  on  tbe  whole,  proved  n  failure,  con- 
siderable loss  having  been  sustained  by  the  parties  who  bad  Invested 
capital  in  them.  Two  causes  have  mainly  contributed  to  this  result, 
namely,  deficiency  in  tbe  management,  and  insuBScieat  capital  to  ensure  an 
adequate  return — the  persona  usually  having  the  direction  of  the  business 
IcnowiDg  litlle  of  its  nature,  or  not  having  safficieut  lime  to  devote  lo  it. 
As  an  instance  ivbere  intteaaed  capital  would  give  a  more  aatisfac.ury 
return,  we  may  refer  to  the  boot  and  shoe  factory  at  Amherst.  Though  ibe 
building  baa  been  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  a  considerable 
number  ofworkmen,  yet  they  canuotbeemployedforwanlof  tbe  necessary 
fuods  for  extending  operations. 

In  addition  to  tbe  above  cauaes  there  is  another  of  importance  in  the  tact 
that  the  towns  of  Nova  Scotia  have  neglected  to  offer  inducements  for 
the  establishment  ot  factories,  such  as  have  been  presented  with  great 
liberality  elsewhere.  Again,  tbe  burden  of  municipal  taxation  to 
which  they  are  subjected  is  such  that  it  wonld  seem,  in  many  cases, 
as  If  a  repressive  policy  were  intended.  In  Halitkx  the  same  stock  !■ 
taxed  year  afler  year,  and  when  a  meeting  was  held  this  ]rear  (I8T3,}  to 
obtain  redress  for  this  evil  none  could  be  hod.  The  truth  seems  to  be  that 
the  mechanical  interests  of  the  Province  are  not  adequately  represented  at 
the  centres  of  Government.  Yet  such  are  tbe  natnral  advantages  of  the 
Province,  that  trotn  tbe  publicatJon  of  the  last  census  returns  it  will  be  seen 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  mauubctures  since  1861,  wbea 
the  pt«vlons  cenaua  was  taken.  When  blast  fumacea  are  erected,  and  the 
richness  of  the  iron  ores  in  which  Ibe  Province  aboimds  is  letted  on  a 
large  scale,  a  rapid  dcTetopment  of  industries,  which  now  only  exist  in 
embryo  may  be  expected. 

The  manufacture  of  machinery  has  within  the  tost  twenty  years  attained 
such  gigantic  proportions,  and  its  use  in  every  branch  of  industry  bas 
become  so  universal,  that  in  all  countries  having  any  claim  to  be  ref^rded 

The  SL  John"  Telefnph"ia7i  that  the  ootton  MID  In  the  tltj  Is  tonilng  out 
three  thouand  bundlea  of  yam  or  warpi  a  week,  and  Ibat  loomi  an  being  pat  up, 
which,  wben  In  AiU  operatioD,  will  prodace  I3,0H0  yardi  ofootton  cloth  a  week.  We 
Oongratolate  Hr.  Farkn  on  hli  enterprtie. 
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OB  dTiIized,  the  various  trades  emptojed  in  ita  produclJOD  and  m^aUDAHco 
are  now  proaecated.  In  Xova  Suotia,  the  kiads  of  machinery  principally 
in  demand,  and  therefore  ciiiefij  manuTuctured,  are  stationary  engines,  saw 
mill  machiaeiy,  pumps  for  mining  and  other  purposea,  heating  apparatus 
for  buildings,  and  in  connection  with  these,  boilers,  castings  of  Tarioua 
kinds,  and  the  necessary  forgings.  In  riew  of  the  limited  demand,  and 
Ibe  fact  that  the  Proviacial  iniiustrios  have  to  compete  nith  the  produc- 
tions of  tbe  United  Statea  (maaj  of  whose  towns  offer  freedom  from 
municipal  taxation  as  a  premium  on  the  establishment  of  manufacturee) 
and  of  Great  Britiun,  the  quantity  aod  quality  of  the  trock  produced  ara 
bigbl;  creditable  to  tbe  skill  and  industry  of  our  mechanics.  In  Halifax 
and  the  neighboring  town  of  Dartmouth,  there  are  eight  machine  shops, 
employing  in  their  various  departments  upwards  of  five  hundred  men.  Of 
these  the  railway  workshop,  and  that  of  Uessre.  Cunard  are  deroted  en- 
tirely to  tbe  repair  of  machinery  belonging  10  their  respective  eatabliah- 
menls.  Uf  the  others  the  Xova  Scotia  Iron  Works  are  the  largest,  and 
have  facilitjes  for  the  execution  of  heavy  work  superior  to  any  in  tbe 
Province.  These  works  are  owned  by  Mr.  Wm.  Montgomery,  and  employ 
about  one  hundred  mea.  Tbe  mitt  work  by  tbia  firm  is  well  known  foe 
excellence  of  design  and  workmanship,  and  numerous  engines  of  various 
sizes  arc  turned  out  yearly.  When  tenders  were  invited  for  the  construc- 
tion of  locomotives  for  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  the  proprietor  con- 
tracted for  ten  of  tJiem,  and  notwithstanding  tbe  very  great  dilGcultiea 
inseparable  from  tbe  coDstruoUon,  in  a  Province  where  work  of  sach 
complicated  machines  bad  never  before  been  attempted,  tbey  have 
been  overcome,  and  the  contract  is  now  half  completed.  Mr.  Moir"8 
foundry  is  well  known  thronghout  the  Province,  and  tbe  proprietor  is 
probably  not  surpassed  in  experience  by  any  one  in  it.  Uessrs.  Uc- 
Donold  li  Co.  have  a  large  and  well  appointed  brass  foundry,  and  moke  a 
speciality  of  steam  and  gas  fittings,  for  which  they  find  a  brisk  demand,  in 
supplying  which  a  large  number  of  mechanics  is  employed.  In  Dart- 
mouth, Messrs.  W.  S.  Symonda  4  Co.  have  an  eitensivu  foundry  and 
machine  shop.  In  addition  lo  stoves,  which  they  manufacture  very 
largely,  they  build  steam  engines  of  great  power  and  efficiency,  that  which 
drives  tbe  machinery  of  the  famous  Starr  Factory  being  a  favorable 
specimen.  Mr,  HacKoy  has  also  a  machine  shop  and  boiler  shop  in  Dart- 
mouth, and  as  the  establiahment  is  situated  close  to  the  water's  edge,  the 
great  facilities  whicb  it  possesses  for  the  execution  of  marine  work  are 
largely  taken  advantage  of.  There  now  remains  lo  be  noticed  a  factory  un- 
equalled in  the  Dominion,  and  which  ia  probably  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
of  the  same  extent  elsewhere — we  refer  Co  the  3tarr  Manufactoring  Co.'a 
works  at  Dartmoath,  which  proves  bow  much  can  be  done  by  enterpriaa. 
Tbe  Company  was  established  in  the  year  1864,  for  tbe  manufacture  of 
"  Acme  Skates,"  patented  by  Mr.  John  Forbes,  tbe  manager  of  the  work, 
cut  nails  and  any  other  articles  of  hardware  which  might  oCTer  prospecUva 
profit  In  1868  it  Was  deemed  nessesaaiy  to  extend  the  operations  of  tbe 
concern,  when  tbe  present  Joint  Stock  Company  was  formed  and  incorpo- 
rated, tbe  capital  slock  of  which  has  been  increased  from  time  t«  time  till 
it  Is  now  two  hundred  tbousnnd  dollars,  with  power  to  increase  it  to  five 
hundred  thousand.  Tbe  number  of  hands  employed  is  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  the  aggregate  wages  paid  average  about  one  bundled  Ibon- 
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sand  dotlnrs  a  year.  Tbe  establisbment  tarns  oat  about  foar  bundred 
paiBof  skateaa  day.  Besides  "acme  8katea"aQd  cut  naila,  railway  scabbard 
joiate,  which  are  fast  superseding  alt  other  joiats,  are  being  mauufacturcd 
by  the  Company,  and  also  bolts  and  nuts  for  machine  purposes.  The 
greatest  skill  and  ingeauity  have  been  dlspi^iyed  \a  the  selectioa  and  con- 
struction ot  special  machine  tools,  in  the  manufacture  and  repair  of  which 
a  number  of  firet-rate  mechanics  are  constantly  employed.  This  spirited 
Company  contemplate  erecting  a  rolling  mill,  for  the  manufacture  of  such 
iron  as  is  nacd  at  the  works,  and  also  puddling  fumftces.  The  workswere 
at  first  driven  wholly  by  water  power  from  the  Dartmouth  lakes,  but  steam 
has  been  introduced,  dCTCloping  about  one  hundred  and  scTenty-flTC  horse- 
power, which  renders  the  work  independent  of  Water  when  drought  pre- 
raits.  Such  a  work  as  this  is  of  more  subslantinl  value  to  the  Frorince 
than  ten  limes  the  capital  invested  in  stock,  which  provides  no  labor.  The 
is  yielding  remnnerntivo  dividends,  and  promises  on  further 
to  become  Btill  more  profitable. 
A  visit  to  the  Dartmouth  Ropewslk,  of  which  Mr.  Jofin  F.  Stairs  is  man- 
ager, and  in  which  a  large  capital  is  invested,  will  convince  anj  one  of  the 
settled  determination  of  the  Company,  not  only  lo  supersede  the  necessity 
of  importation  of  the  articles  they  manufacture  in  point  of  quality,  but  of 
their  ahillly  to  produce  any  quantity  that  may  be  required  for  tbe  Province, 
and  also  to  provide  ample  stock  for  exportation.  The  quantity  of  cordage 
required  for  the  eitenaive  shipping  of  Nova  Bcotia  must  be  large,  and  tba 
enterprise  of  the  firm  in  mannfsctaring  tbe  article  on  the  spot,  in  necessary 
variety,  will  dotihttess  meet  with  the  rew.ird  to  wbicb,  on  business  grounds, 
it  is  justly  entitled. 

At  Picton  Mr.  W.  H.  Davis  baa  excellent  machine  works  and  a  foundry 
and  may  be  said  to  be  tbe  father  of  en^nes  and  locomotives  in  tbe  Pro- 
vince. Mr.  Davis  came  to  Nova  Scotia  in  tbe  year  1830,  under  the  ana* 
pices  of  the  General  Mining  Association,  as  lessee  of  tbe  Iron  Foundry  at 
the  Albion  Mines — a  position  which  he  occnpled  with  credit  to  himself  and 
beneBt  to  the  Company  for  twenty-five  years.  The  first  pig  iron  manufac- 
tured in  the  Province  was  produced  by  bim  at  the  Albion  Mines,  and  the 
first  marine  engine  made  in  the  Province  was  that  of  tbe  steamer  Siehard 
Smith,  plying  between  Picton  and  New  Glasgow,  being  constructed  by  Mr. 
Davis  in  1833.  He  also  made  the  Gret  Provincial  locomotive  at  the  mines 
in  IS39.  Mr.  Davis  removed  lo  Picton  in  1858,  where  be  bnilt  the  Iron 
Foundry,  and  wber«  be  now  carries  on  a  prosperous  business,  manufactur- 
ing steam  engines,  gristand  saw  mills. 

Ur.  Daniel  Chisholm  Harness  manafacturer,  New  Gtoagow,  has  produ- 
ced work  which  has  elicited  commendation  from  tbe  English  Metropo- 
litan Press,  and  Mr.  Alexander  McLeod  of  the  same  town  has  just  paten- 
ted a  new  Chnm  both  in  the  United  States  and  the  Dominion,  which 
promises  to  be  a  success. 

'  Id  Yarmouth  Messrs.  Jobnaon  and  ButtIII  have  a  large  iron  foundry 
and  maiJiine  works.  This  establishment  employs  from  seventy  to  a  hun- 
dred men,  and  from  itj  position,  fronting  tbe  harbor,  has  nnngnal  facilities 
for  shipping  its  merchandise,  and  bnilding  and  repairing  ateainen.  Besides 
steam  engines  and  mill  work  tbis  firm  manufactures  ship's  castings,  stoves, 
ploaghs,  kc. 
Id  the  manufacture  of  furniture  we  have  eatablisbmenta  wbieh  will  com- 
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para  favorably  wilb  tbose  of  aoj  of  tba  s[gter  ProTinces.  The  wnrki  of 
Qoidon  &  Keith  ace  a  credit  to  the  ProTinoe.  The  building  ia  ipaciont 
and  well  Ten lilated,  being  well  worthy  of  a  visit,  not  onlj  as  eibibitiog  the 
TariODB  processes  of  hirniture  tDimufBcture,  but  also  as  commanding  from 
its  upper  Blory  ft  magnificent  view  of  the  harbor  and  the  adjoining  countrj', 
A.  Slepbea  &  Son  have  displayed  enterpriee  by  alartiog  in  the  city  a  new 
factory,  in  which  fhtniture  and  woodenware  in  great  Tariety  are  produced 
on  an  eitenaire  scale. 

There  are  also  in  Halifax  several  extensive  mills  for  the  maaufaclnre  of 
saehes,  moddinga,  ke.  Of  these  the  principal  are  owned  by  Messrs.  H.  G. 
Hill,  Jantes  Dempster  and  i.  C-  Hetliii,  the  first  named  geuUeman  bavins 
thGlai^estutab^hmentof  the  kiudin  the  Dominion.  The  limber  busi- 
ness is  also  ezteaaively  carried  on  in  the  Province,  many  fine  saw  milU 
being  scattered  over  the  country,  but  as  tar  as  the  prodnctioo  of  the  raw 
material  is  concerned  the  trade  most  speedily  die  a  natural  death.  The 
advance  of  cultivation,  the  limited  area  of  the  Province,  together  with  the 
immense  yearly  consnmption,  and  the  fact  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
country  has  already  bran  lumbered  over,  and  Ibat  ibe  axemen  have  now 
in  many  cases  to  fall  bact  on  the  second  growth,  point  inevitabLj  to 
such  a  result. 

In  our  cities  stone  and  brick  arasapergedingwood  for  building  purposes, 
and  Nova  Sjcotia  supplies  these  materials  in  such  unlimited  abundance  that 
as  towns  enlarge  and  forests  decrease  the  rising  generation  may  live  u>  see 
the  time  when  a  wooden  house  will  be  an  exertion  instead  of,  as  at  pre- 
sent, the  rule  in  the  towns  of  the  Province, 

The  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  is  being  carried  on  with  ever  adg- 
mentinfc  spirit.  The  f&ctories  of  George  S.  Yates  k  Co.,  and  Robert 
Tayor,  Halifax,  are  mostritenslve,  and  seem  complete  in  every  department, 
bafing  all  the  modern  appliances  necessary  to  compete  successt'uUj  with 
any  kindred  establishments  on  the  oontineDt. 

Tyler's  Brush  factory,  now  in  succeesfol  operation  at  Halifax,  is  an  addi- 
tional proof  that  we  do  not  require  to  depend  on  other  countries  to  the  ex- 
tent thatsome  people  imagine.  In  this  establishment  brushes  of  all  kinds 
are  manufactured,  which  rival  in  excellenoe,  and  sorpass  in  cbeapiMH 
Uiose  imported. 

Ia  manu&cturing  enterprise  Traro  takes  precedence,  in  proportion  to  its 
population,  of  every  other  town  in  Nova  Scotia.  Tharo  are  two  slioe  fac- 
tories, a  peg  and  last  factory,  a  iiiniitiire  factory,  and  a  woollen  factory, 
besides  aa  extensive  iron  foundry  and  several  tanneries  in  the  town. 

In  Amherst  there  is  the  well-known  foundry  of  Hr.  Bohb,  admirably 
managed  by  Ur.  Spence,  producing  besides  stovea,mill  and  ship  castings, 
all  descriptions  of  hollow  ware. 

In  tanning  operations  Ur.  Lc^an  and  Mr.  Campbell  sustain  the  leputation 
of  Pictou  connt;,  while  in  the  thriving  village  of  Sbubenacadie,  Hr. 
Fraeet  has  recently  buUt  a  aubstantial  brick  tannery  adapted  for  the 
Kqoirements  of  »  growiug  business. 

Our  mechaiucB  are  not  defioieut  in  inventive  genins.  Two  of  Ueasn. 
Bymonds'  men  are  now  compleUng  a  self-Htcting  look  for  connecting  rail- 
way oarriagest  which  will  supersede  tbe  present  clumsy  and  dangerous 
method.  Another  mechanic  in  one  of  the  city  cooperages  sbows  a  model 
ehnrB  bg  which  a  vast  deal  of  toil  will  be  saved  to  our  fiumeis'  wives  and 
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danghten,  and  B.  L.  Fennertj  k  Co.  maki  tt  KlPfeMemng  akate  whicb 
may  riral  the  "  Aeate,"  now  of  worW-wide  repatetlOD. 

SUam  power  to  being  applied  in  our  mamnftctnrea  to  a  larger  extoot  tbaa 
fbrmerlj.  Hr.  Saudford^.Halifkz,  hms  It  in  marble  polishing,  and  pro- 
daceB  tomb  tloam  of  polisbed  gianHa  of  groat  beanty  and  dnrabilitj.  In, 
tbe  tobacco  Actorj  of  Taylor  A  HoLaucblin  great  ImproTomenta  bav* 
been  recently «abcted  in  macbineiy  and  pressing  apparatna,  and  Allen 
Brothers,  confeetioners,  have  steam  power  snfflciant  to  pnxlaee  eonfecUon~ 
erj  for  tbe  entire  Prorince. 

The  carriage  factory  of  John  U.  DeWalfb,  Halifiii,  is  in  active  operation 
prodoeing  TehJdea  which,  in  elegance  of  design  and  eaperior  finish,  tender 
imporlatloD  nn  necessary. 

If  Nora  Scotia  can  be  charged  vith  backwardness  in  some  branches  of 
mBDufactnring  enterprise,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  one  moat  impor- 
tant  indnstry  it  ezeeli  in  proportion  to  its  population  all  the  other  Provin- 
ces of  tbe  Empire.  Tlie  shipbDilding  trade  in  all  its  brancbee  la  carried  on 
to  an  extent,  whicb,  considering  the  limited  area  of  the  Prorince,  ia  cer- 
tainly eilraordinary.  During  the  year  1ST3  neoriy  sny-thrae  thouguid 
tons  were  built  throaghont  tbe  ProTlnce,  being  oier  sixteen  thooaand 
tons  more  than  were  built  in  New  Brunswick,  and  nearly  twen^-eight 
thouaaad  more  than  were  bnilt  in  Qaebee  and  Ontario  put  togetber.  That 
a  small  Province  with  a  population  of  less  than  four  handred  thousand 
souls  should  be  able  aucceaafUly  to  compete  with  Oaoada  uid  the  United 
Stales  in  a  craft  requiring  mach  constmctiv'e  skill,  and  the  application  in 
practioe  of  soientiSc  principles,  la  matter  for  wonder,  and  ia  doe  to  a  rarie^ 
of  caosea.  Of  Ibeeetbemost  influential  is  the  character  of  the  population, 
which  ii  esaentjolly  aquatic  The  Nova  Scotian  of  tbe  oonotry  diatrieta, 
half  fisbermea  and  half  farmer,  is  as  much  accoitomed  to  draw  his  barvaats 
from  the  sea  as  fWim  tbe  land,  and  is  equally  at  home  on  either.  Id  many 
parts  of  the  oonatry  the  soil  he  cultivates  is  not  exactly  of  that  kind  wbicb 
— "  if  tickled  with  a  hoe  will  iangh  with  a  harvest,"  and  as  he  baa  gene- 
rally little  iuclinaUon  to  bestow  that  fostering  care  which  it  requires,  be 
often  preftts  to  do  tbe  greater  port  of  his  ploughing  on  salt  water.  Where 
there  are  fishermen  there  must  be  Ssbing  boata,ani1  whertf  timber  is  abund- 
ant and  labour  and  money  scarce  these  have  to  be  constructed  by  the  Sab- 
erman  iiimself,  who  thus  odds  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  to  bis  other 
vocations.  When  common  achoola  were  not,  Ibete  farmer-Gshermen 
mechanics  had,  not  unfteqnenUy,  very  long  heads,  tboagh  so  densely  igno- 
raut  on  general  sobjeets  that  in  arguments  touchlcg  the  rotandity  of  tbe 
earth  and  its  motion  roand  tbe  son,  they  had  been  known  stonUy  to 
uphold  the  ancient  theories,  yet  En  arithmetic  they  occasionally  developed 
such  a  decided  genias,  as  went  a  great  deal  furtlier  into  decimal  f^aeUons 
than  an  enlightened  stronger  cared  to  follow.  AdverBS  fortunes  bad  at 
sundry  times  and  In  divers  manTters  cast  upon  these  shores  excellent 
mechanics,  who  well  noderslood  the  art  of  practical  sbipbaildiog,  and 
nhile  tbe  hardy  fisbermen,  ins tinctivety  wise  in  such  matters,  proved  apt- 
scholars,  tbe  abundance  uf  suitable  timber,  and  the  number  of  iaitable 
harbors  so  favored  theic  plana  that  the  trade  in  shipbuilding  grew  and 
Bourisbed. 

As  already  hloted,  another  etemeul  of  succeas  is  the  excellent  quality  of 
timber  for  shipbuilding  purposes  whicb  ie  found  in  the  Maritime  Provia- 
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ces.  With  tbe  eic«ptioQ  of  Pitch  Pine  sad  While  Oak,  ever;  kind  of  wood 
is  to  be  had  in  abundaDce,knd  of  aqualltywhich  is  not  surpasBed,  if  equalled 
in  any  other  coiuilry.  Nora  Scotia  Tcaseli  ore  famoue  for  their  efflcieacf  in 
caiTjing  dead  weight  cargoes,  auch  as  railvaj  iron,  kc — the  timber  of 
which  the;  are  cooBtracted  Bceming  to  posMM  a  buojoncj'  and  elastldtj 
wiiich  are  wantiDg  in  Bbipa  built  eUewhere.  When  to  these  adTantagea 
are  added  the  comparatiTclf  low  cost  of  imported  material  and  of  labor, 
enabling  the  Nova  Scotian  to  build  hii  veaael  cheaper,  while  the  moderate 
price  of  provisions  enablea  him  to  sail  her  at  a  lower  rate  than  his  rivals, 
we  have  stated  the  chief  grounds  for  the  superiority  in  shipbuilding  and 
ahipowoing  of  this  Proviace  over  the  other  Provincaa  of  the  Dominion.  Of 
late  jears  capital  hag  been  put  into  the  buBiness,  which  has  therefore  been 
conducted  moresfBtemalicallj,  bntstiU  ftommaDy  a  scarce  heard-ofbarboc 
come  scores  of  trim  and  fioet  J  modelled  vessels,  bearing  after  their  names  the 
letlersN.S.— a  dark  mjslerjlo  the  natives  ofmanj  a  dime.  The  highest  class 
given  to  Provincial  built  sbips  was  funnallf  seven  years  A I  at  English 
Llojds,  but  last  7oar,  eight  years,  A  I  was  granted  to  several  vessels  built 
at  Halifax  and  rarmouth,  under  special  inspection.  This  shows  progress, 
and  also  that  the  English  underwriters  are  not  slow  to  appraciate  efforts  In 
thai  direction." 

At  Halifai  a  drjdock  capable  of  accommodating  the  largest  class  ot 
vessels  la  a,  desideratum  wbicb,  if  supplied,  iranld  t^nefit  not  the  capitalist 
only,  but  the  entire  Province.  That  Halifax  is  the  most  acces^Ue  port 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  steamerB  dggaged  on  the  principal  ronlOB 
between  Europe  and  America  is  proved  b;  the  number  that  annually  put 
in  for  coals,  and  the  not  infrequent,  occurrence  of  disabled  steamers  being 
towed  in  for  repairs.  At  present  when  it  is  found  imperative  that  Itae 
Ixittom  ol'a  large  steamship  should  be  examined,  the  work  has  to  be  done 
by  the  dangerous,  troublesome,  and  nnsatistacloi?  method  ot  diving,  which 
can  only  afford  sucb  temporary  assistance  as  may  enable  the  vessel  to  proceed 
to  Nev  York,  where  the  amplest  facilities  for  repair  are  afforded.  Tfae 
mere  fact  that  extensive  repairs  cannot  be  executed  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
deter  tbe  great  steam  shipping  companies  from  making  Halifax  their  tenni- 
nus.  The  success  of  the  Uarioe  slip  at  Dartmouth,  which  is  capable  of 
accommodating  only  the  smaller  class  of  vessels,  should  inspire  capitalists 
with  confidence.  As  the  number  of  steamers  whicb  call  at  Halifax  is 
increasing  every  year,  the  construction  of  sucb  a  dock  is  only  a  qoestion 
of  time,  but  as  tbe  problem  wbcther  Halifax  can  ever  rival  Ifew  Vork 
depends  to  no  small  extent  for  its  solution  on  whether  or  not  such  a  work  is 
immediately  undertaken— it  is  one  which  might  well  engage  the  attention 
of  tbe  various  Oovemments,  Imperial,  Dominion,  and  Provincial.  Such  a 
dock  would  be  of  utQitj  not  only  to  merchant  vessels,  but  also  to  Her 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  Government  steamers,  besides  proving  In  all 
probability  a  financial  success.  Tbe  groond  requisite  for  such  an  under< 
taking  could  now  be  procured  at  a  moderate  cost,  but  as  the  price  of  real 
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«9U(«  is  iteadil;  imng  in  Hftlifoi,  tbe  sum  nccnssaFy  to  secure  a  anit&ble 
water  lot  will  in  a  few  yeara  bo  enormoua  •  With  a  dry  dock  and  forges 
where  heaTj  screw  sbafls  conld  be  forged  and  welded,  andsucb  additions  aa 
conld  easilj  be  made  to  the  machine  shops  of  the  citj,  there  is  no  rea- 
son whj  Halifea,  the  ocean  tenniaus  of  a  railway  which  will  belt  a  Con- 
tinent, tbe  Capital  of  a  country  abounding  in  coal  and  iron,  with  ita 
farorable  geographical  pogitioa  and  its  magnificent  bactrar,  should  not 
speedily  rival  the  principal  Amencan  cities. 

The  Nora  Scotian  mechanics  are  generally  sober  and  industrious,  which, 
together  with  a  Bkilful  use  of  their  bands  and  a  readiness  to  adapt  them- 
selres  to  ciroatnBtances,  make  their  services  much  sought  after  in  the 
neighbouring  Eepublio.  This  ftobinson-Crusoe  like  adaptability  is  cbaraC' 
teristio  of  the  American  workman,  who  will  fearleaslf  undertake  and 
execute  a  piece  of  work  wliich  an  English  mechanic  would  imagine  could 
not  poBBiblj  be  performed  for  waut  of  the  necessary  appliances.  It  is  true 
that  tbe  extreme  accuracy  and  beauty  of  fiaisb,  which  result  bom  the 
dirislon  of  labor  in  older  oationalities,  is  to  a  cerlain  extent  wonting  here, 
but  in  a  new  country  tbe  non-esBen^Bls  of  ornament  and  luxury  must 
yield  to  the  essentiale  of  efficiency  and  eeonomy.  Unfortunately  tbe  Nova 
Scotian  mechaoic  does  not  oceapy  that  position  ia  his  native  ProvlDce  to 
which  he  is  justly  entitled.  That  snobbish  contempt  for  all  employrnenl, 
which  involves  soiling  the  fingers,  and  which  is  ever  more  tolerant  of  a 
moral  than  of  a  material  smirch,  prevails  in  tbe  country  to  an  extent 
which  aatODisbes  tlie  natives  of  regions  where  joster  ideas  prevail.  The 
workman  himself,  owing  partly  to  the  light  in  which  he  is  regarded,  seems 
often  ashamed  of  his  busioess,  and  would  rather  bo  taken  (or  anything 
but  for  what  he  is.  This  desire  of  mechanics  and  others  engaged  in  tike 
occupations  to  appear  outwardly  what  tbey  are  not,  had  ita  rise  in  tbe 
ignorant  ideas  of  iodepeudencj  and  gentility  so  lidiculoualy  prevalent  in 
the  United  States—  a  nondescript  style  of  dreas  worn  by  American 
mechanics  while  at  their  work  having  probably  something  to  do  with  the 
evil.  Id  England  the  dress  of  a  machinist  for  example  is  distinctive,  and 
be  would  no  more  think  of  being  ashamed  to  be  seen  on  the  streets  with 
his  well  fittini;  white  duck  pants,  neat  jacket  and  peaked  cap,  than  a 
soldier  would  think  of  being  ashamed  of  his  uniform.  But  behold  his 
Americau  cousin  after  bisday's  labor  is  over,  bow  be  throws  off  bis  over- 
alls, and  standi  revealed  In  the  last  suit  which  was  too  shabby  to  wear  at 
night,  but  which  now  looks  shabbier  io  tbe  light  of  day.  Then  if  water 
boat  all  procunble,  be  proceeds  to  wash  his  face— happy  is  be  wboleaveth 
not  a  high  water  mark  to  show  where  that  tide  came  in— and  then  having 
donned  a  doubtful  looking  paper  collar,  and  by  great  exertions  made  him- 
self look  like  a  small  shopkeeper  just  gone  into  bankruptcy,  ho  goes  forth 

*  The  high  prlca  irhlch  b<il1dlii«  lots  hive  attained  In  Hnllfu,  within  the  lut  tew 
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rejoldng  tb«t  be  is  not  one  of  the  dirty  and  downtfoddon  tuillioiu  of 
Europe.  Two  bojs  leave  one  of  our  public  Bcboolg  wheie  e>cb  hu  reoeiTed 
the  Mine  general  education — one  enters  a  bai^ware  ftote,  and  in  <3ne 
time  derelopes  into  a  ealeBman  of  knives,  Bciisors,  kn,  the  other  alto 
engages  in  Uie  liardware  bu^esa,  but  it  is  to  ezerciEe  his  bndn  and  miwcle 
in  tlte  eoDStraction  of  steam  eDginee.  Both  have  received  tbe  same  ad- 
vantages—both probabl;  receive  ttte  same  salary,  j«t  while  tbe  fint  is 
considered  a  high  caste  man,  and  is  privileged  according]/,  the  otber  it  a 
Pariab  hardl;  tolerated  In  good  society.  ' 

There  is  tinhappilj  an  almost  total  lack  of  felloirship  and  esprit  de  corps 
among  the  members  of  the  varions  trades  employed  in  the  Province.  Not 
onl;  is  tliat  principle  of  organization,  which  has  been  pushed  to  an  almoat 
dangerons  extent  elsewhere,  unappreiriated  here,  but  even  in  regard  to 
llechanics'  laalitntes,  Beading  Rooms  and  Provident  Societies  we  ai«  far 
tiehind,  oat  these  Umes  only,  bnt  also  tbe  times  of  manjTean  ago,  when  a 
Mechanics'  Institute  flourisbed  in  Halifax.  Oni  admirable  educational 
system  brings  instruction  within  the  reach  of  the  ming  gensislion, 
but,  as  we  have  stated  elsewhere,  there  is  a  class  of  sclwols  whicli 
we  have  not  got,  tboagb  we  have  abandonee  of  the  dass  of  pupils  for  wM^ 
they  are  intended.  We  reftr  to  evening  eohools,  whera  yonng  men  who  an 
employed  during  the  day  may  improve  themielvM  in  any  branch  of  edue^ 
tion  in  which  they  ate  defident,  or  where  they  may  punne  those  technical 
studies  necessary  to  their  advancement  in  tiie  mechanical  arts.  A  few 
Mechanics  Institutes  with  good  Libraries  and  classes,  where  knowledge  of 
the  kind  indicated  could  be  bad  lor  a  reasonable  sum,  would  be  an  inoalco- 
lable  boon  to  tbe  Province.  Other  societies  ate  kept  up  wltbspirit,  Uien 
why  notbave  awocistions  nbicb  would  drowfellow  laborers  closer  together, 
diffuse  useful  information,  and  put  our  sldlled  workmen  on  tbe  same  level 
with  tbose  of  older  and  more  densely  populated  cities.  The  mechanics  of 
.  tbe  Province  ate  quite  competent  to  provide  for  their  own  elevation  in 
knowledge  without  any  eitisaeoits  aid  whatever.  If  a  spirited  movement 
fbr  tbe  formation  of  Mechanics  Institutes  were  begun  by  the  meehanici 
themselves,  governmental  ^d  might  be  obtained. 

In  Dartmoath  there  is  a  Mechanics  InsUtute  which  was  established  sul 
eariy  as  1846,  and  which  was  incorporated  in  1362.  It  consista  of  ninety- 
four  members,  and  owns  a  commodious  building,  but  makes  littie  use  of  it. 
It  has  neither  reading  room  nor  library,  and  the  building  is  now  rented  •■ 
a  school  room.  The  town  is  growing  in  cojnmercial  and  industrial  imp(a» 
tanea,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  new  lite  will  ba  speedily  infused  into  ttis 
Digauiiation. 

In  the  Province  of  Ontario  there  are  kw  towns  without  a  Uecbaaic^ 
Institute.  Id  Toronto  the  Evening  Classes  are  largely  attended.  Hie 
pupils  receive  instruction  in  Iwok-keeping  and  penmanship,  oritlmietlB 
and  mathematics,  architectural  and  mechanical  drawiog — omanMntal 
drawing,  French,  English  grammar  and  composition,  clismiitij,  and 
elocution.  The  evening  schools  connected  with  the  Institnles  now  torni  ■ 
section  of  the  govemioeQlal  educational  department,  and  tecdv«  aimnal 
grants  of  money  equal  to  twice  tbe  amount  which  they  expend  in  the 
pnrehasa  of  books — other  than  works  of  fiction— and  inm&intainingeveoing 
classes,  with  the  lestriclion  that  tlie  amoont  so  granted  to  any  Institute  is 
not  to  exceed  fonr  bandied  dollars.    These  important  advantages  bBT« 
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been  recenll}'  uruited  to  the  lnetitatea,  A3  IberoeaU  of  uaUtdajipticiUion  lo 
the  Legtotatuia.  To  Bbow  the  spirit  with  which  the  coimlrj  townsjupport 
the  Institutes  let  us  lake  for  example,  Duudu  with  a  population,  of  about 
three  thousBDt  aonls.  The  Imtitale  of  that  town  has  a  librat?  containing 
fifteen  hundred  TOlumeB,  a  leading  room  luiTiDg  Ihirtj-fiTs  periodicals  and 
newspapeis,  eighteen  pnpili  ID  the  ornamental  drawing  class  ;  and  hooka 
were  bought  for  tbe  year  ISTl,  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
Legialatire  grant,  to  Uw  valne  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

In  Ontario  there  Is  also  an  Association  of  the  Institutes  of  tbeProrince, 
repreaentatiTeB  tum  which  meet  anoDall;  to  digcuaa  questions  cooaected 
with  tbeii  conduct  Thej  an  thus  a  power  in  tbe  DoninloQ.  During  tbe 
year  1ST2  they  secured  Braots  of  mone;  from  the  Local  Legislatun  to  the 
^BiregBte  amount  of  eleven  thoiuand  four  hundred  dollars.  * 

We  have  oni  adminbla  Young  Heo's  Christian  Aasooiattoo,  Barlj 
Closing  Association,  our  eitjlibrarjopen  toall ;  but  mecbonics  areacUsa 
requiring  dlstinctiTe  orgsnizatlons  for  their  own  special  benefit,  and  sui- 
table for  tbeii  special  wants. 

There  ought  to  be  a  Uecbanics'  Institute  in  Halifax,  Truro,  Picton,  New 
Olasgow,  Aatigonisbjt  Sidney,  Amherat,  Yarmouth  andother  towns  in  tbe 
Prorince,  and  an  Assodatlon  of  the  Mechanics'  Institutes  of  Notb  Scotia— 
representativeB  tn>ra  the  affiliated  institutes  meeting  annn^ly  and  helping 
forward  the  good  work. 

IfNova  Scotia  Is  deficient  in  educational  provision  tor  mechanics  it  i* 
well  prorided  for,  at  least  so  br  as  Balifai  is  concerned,  in  regard  to  a 
thorough  mercantile  education,  by  the  Institution  under  (he  efficient  direc- 
tion of  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Frasee. 

Uechanies  I  vindicate  the  dignity  ot  yonr  calling— unite  and  organiie, 
andlet  Nova  Scotia  Stand  In  thefh>nt  rank  lor  Ibe  character  of  her  working 
men  In  sobriety,  Industry,  skill  and  evening  class  educatioaal  advantages. 
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CONCLUSION. 


To  the  impoi'taiit  subject  of  Immigration,  as  bearing  specially 
on  the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  writer  had  intended  to 
devote  the  clewing  chapter  of  hie  book,  but  his  matter  has 
already  extended  so  far  beyond  the  prescribed  limits,  that  he 
is  obliged  to  forego  the  execution  of  his  purpose,  but  hopes 
to  produce  another  worit  on  the  Province  in  which  the  topic 
— including  a  dissertation  on  the  Immigration  System  of  the 
United  States — will  be  fiilly  discussed,  and  whose  pages  may 
bo  enlivened  by  pen  and  ink  sketches  of  some  of  the  public 
men  of  the  Dominion. 

In  the  meantime,  the  writer  will  conclude  by  giving  a 
short  extract  from  an  ofBcial  Hoport  which  he  addressed  to 
the  Honorable  Dr.  Tuppor  seven  years  ago,  and  which  was 
embodied  in  the  Government  Immigi-ation  Blue  Book  for 
that  year,  shewing  that  the  scheme  now  recommended  by 
Mr.  Arch,  of  England,  as  the  result  of  his  investigations  in 
Canada,  is,  in  one  of  its  cardinal  provisions,  radically  the 
same  aa  that  recommended  for  Nova  Scotia  by  the  writer 
as  adapted  for  the  requirements  of  "  agi'icultnrists  arriving 
in  the  Province  without  capital" ; — 

"  ^aj  I  be  permitted  to  throw  out  a  few  hints  aa  to  some 
considerations  that  might  prove  practically  useful  in  taking 
flirther  legislative  action  in  the  matter  of  immigration  ? 

"  It  is  conceded  that  the  Province  is  really  in  wont  of  the 
importation  of  suitable  immigrants,  and  that  If  a  large  conn 
try  like  the  United  States  has  its  gigantic  machinery  in 
motion,  bo  Nova  Scotia,  possessing  according  to  its  size 
greater  resources  than  any  other  country  on  the  iUce  of  the 
globe,  and  its  population  preeenting  a  remarkable 'contrast 
in  point  of  number  to  what  its  unrivalled  capabilities  war- 
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rantj  ought  also  to  have  its  Httlo  machine  in  as  perfect  order 
a  a  any  larger  one. 

"  Then  the  question  presents  itself,  what  is  necessaiy  to 
eecure  the  class  of  settlers  to  which  I  have  adverted  ?  I 
would  just  endeavor  to  urge  the  ahsoluto  necessity  of  clear 
ign  say  five  acres  of  each  of  the  hundred  aero  lota  into  which 
the  block  selected  has  been  subdivided.*  Let  a  house  be  also 
erected  on  each,  and  a  road  made  to  the  harbor.  Then 
the  Province  will  have  something  to  present  as  an  induce 
ment  to  new  settlera.  The  respective  lots  should  bo  sold  on 
easy  terms,  payable  by  instalments.  One  such  sale  to  an 
energetic  honest  man  will  prove  ultimately  more  profitablo 
to  the  Province,  than  the  disposal  of  two  or  three  thousand 
acres  to  a  mere  speculator.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  oxpcri 
ment  would  prove  so  euccesaful  as  to  induce  the  Government 
to  carry  out  tho  scheme  on  a  large  scale.  My  observation  of 
the  country  has  led  me  to  tho  firm  conviction,  that  no  other 
kind  of  induocraont  can  prove  equally  successful.  On  tho 
assumption  that  the  cxpei'imcnt  is  opposed,  ita  opponents 
mu>t  at  all  ovcnta  acknowledge  that  it  cannot  by  any  possi 
bilily  accrue  in  ultimate  pecuniary  loss  to  the  country.  I 
anticipate  objections  on  the  ground  of  the  action  of  both  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  which  could  be  easily  combated, 
my  arguments  being  bussed  on  the  difFeronco  of  circumstances 
obtaining  in  Nova  Scotia  as  compared  with  her  powerful 
neighbors." 

Colonel  Lawrie  haf  occanionally  offered,  through  the  press, 
practical  suggoBtions  of  value  in  regard  to  immigration,  and 
this  year — IStil — manifested  a  commendable  degree  of  libe- 
rality and  public  spirit  by  taking  measures  for  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  Province  of  a  considerable  number  of  children, 
who  are  likely  to  remain  permanently  in  the  country,  and 
who,  therefore,  will  contribute  materially  to  ita  prosperity, 

*  Land  rcscired  for  Immigranla. 
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RaDts, 

Lanenbiirg 60 

Piclou 125 


Queens 83 

Shelbum* „ 38 

AntigODish - 93 

Yarmoutli 20 

Cape  Breton* 188 

iDTernesa 138 

Richmoad 78 

ViclorU _ 69 


Tot&l... 


...1^ 


fore  the  epoch  fixed  b;  the  f  rench  a»  tbe  beginiuDg  of  their  attempts  to 
settle  in  Acadia— giyea  a  very  particular  descripUon  of  that  country,  then 
CAlledby  tbe  Indians  Uawooshen,  and  takes  notioe  of  the  rirers  Pemoqnid 
and  Segadahook,  and  the  towns  of  Fenobscol,  Kennebeck  and  UaragKiTe, 
from  which  names  the  EngliBh  call  the  inhabitants  of  these  towns  and  rivers 
Pemac[uid,Sagadahock,  Penobacot,  and  Kennebeck  iDdiane  ;  and  L'Sscai- 
bot— an  antbar  much  relied  upon  hy  the  French  C  ommiasariee  in  tbeir  m^ 
toorlal— in  his  Hietoire  de  la  Nouvelle  Fiance,  published  in  1609,  ipaaks  of 
tbe  several  parts  belonging  to  tbe  English  in  Acadia  at  his  airival  in  Uiat 
7  in  the  year '■""■" 


country  in  the  year  1606." 


Letter  of  Queen  Acne  to  Francis  Nicholson : 

ling,  nati,  _  _.,  _ 

Bucb  of  his  subjects  as  trers  detained  there  on  accoont 
^  e  Protestant  religion.  We  being  willing  to  show  by 
. r  favor  towards  his  subjeota  bow  kind  we  l«ke  bis  com- 
pliance therein,  have,  tbetefore,  thought  fit  hereby  to  signifr  our  will  ftod 
pleasure  to  yon,  tbat  you  permit  sach  of  theio  as  have  any laodi  or  tnM> 
menta  in  the  plaoes  nader  our  Qovernment  in  Acadia  and  NewfotuMllMid, 
that  have  been,  w  are  to  be  yielded  to  us  by  virtue  of  the  late  tieaty  of 
peace,  and  are  willing  to  ooutinue  our  sabtsots,  to  ratain  and  aoJOT  ^"^ 
said  lands  and  tenements  without  any  molestat^ln,  as  ftally  and  fmly  s« 
other  onr  sabjects  do  or  may  possess  their  lands  or  estatea,  or  to  sell  tba 
same,  if  they  shall  ratber  choose  to  remove  elMwbera.  And  fbr  so  doing, 
this  shall  be  yoni  warrant,  and  bo  we  bid  yon  bwrtily  ttnwtH.    Oim  at 
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•or  conrt  at  Eensiiigtori,  the  23nt  da;  of  Jan«,  1713,  aod  In  the  12tb  year 
of  our  reign. 

Bj  Her  Uajeatj'B  commaDd. 

{Signed,)  DiBTHoara. 

Soperaciibed. 

To  onr  tnut]'  (md  well-beloTed  Francifl  Nioholaon,  Esnnire,  GoTeraor  of 
cor  ProTJDce  of  Nora  Scotia  or  Acadia,  and  Ocneral  and  Commander-iii- 
chief  of  onr  foroee  in  our  wid  ProTJace,  and  in  Newfoundland  in  America. 


The  Utb  article  of  Ibe  treatj  made  at  Dtrecht  between  Anue,  the  Queen 
•1  Qreat  Britain,  and  Lonii  XIV,  King  of  France,  k  as  tollows : 

"  It  is  eipreBBlj  provided  that  in  all  the  said  places  and  colonies  to  be 
yielded  anareaCoreabTtbemost  Ohristian  King  in  pursuance  of  tbie  treatr, 
the  sabjectB  of  the  said  King  ma/ have  liberty  to  remoTe  themaelTes  n-itb- 
in  a  year  to  any  other  place,  as  they  shall  Ihiok  fit,  together  with  all  their 
moveable  effects.  Eut  tboge  who  ant  willing  to  remain  thete,  and  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  are  to  enjoj  the  free  eiercise  of  their 


Treaty  signed  lllh  April,  1713. 


>r  (^orowalliB  concluded  hia  address  to  the  Preach  depnties 


.  .       _        ...    _   __      _  tterofoeoe»- 

■Ity  which  yoB  must  endure  fur  some  time.  That  will  pass  away,  and  you 
will  find  it  to  your  advantage.  In  the  meantime  you  can  rely  upon  our 
word,  that  as  aeon  ai  tranqnility  is  re-established  in  the  Province,  we  shall 
give  passports  to  all  those  w&o  shall  nsk  for  them.    We  have  already 

K'ven  you  to  understand,  that  no  gavernment  petmils  thOM  who  withdraw 
Dm  it  to  carry  with  them  their  eD^ts. 

Therefore,  to  ^ve  snch  permisaioa  would  be  directly  contrary  to  the  de- 
claration of  HLs  Majesty  published  here  on  our  arrival. 

Vou  ask  fbr  Ur.   Qirard  to  assist  Mr.  Cheuvreuil  in  the  department  of 
Uines.    Aa  it  is  impossible  for  a  priest  to  serve  tlie  whole  department,  and 


Govemor  Hopaon  in  addressing  tbe  Lords  of  Trade  od  the  23rd  July, 
1753,  said:— 

Yonr  Lordshipfl  may,  perhaps,  be  somewhat  surprised  that  I  should 
have  anything  to  apprehend  from  so  inconsiderable  and  contemptible  a 
body,  wben  Iliave  the  command  of  so  many  troops  ;  but  exclusive  of  tbe 
^lifficulty  tbat  attends  marching  after  Indians  in  a  country  like  thts_,  1  as- 
BBfeyour  Lordships  that  the  troops  are  so  divided  in  keeping  the  different 
posts  of  Chignecto,  Annapolis  Royal,  Mlnra,  Pisiquid,  Lunenburg,  Dart- 
mouth, George's  Island,  Fort  Sackvilleand  Holifai,  thati  havenot  at  pre- 
sent a  detachment  to  spare  from  henc«  even  upon  the  moat  nrgent  ocoasion. 
In  l^ct  what  we  call  an  Indian  war  here  ie  no  other  than  a  pralanoe  for  ttte 
French  to  commit  hostilities  apon  His  U^ty's  mbjects. 
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The   analyses  of  coal  which  follow  have  been  obtaineti 
from  the  various  Coal  ConipaDies  whoeo  dosigDations  arc 

respectively  attached  to  them. 

BLOCK  HOtfSE  MINE  COAL  ANALYSIS. 


LITTLE  GLACE  BAT  STEAM  AND  GAS  COALS. 


Duncan,  at  Halifax, 

I6th  April,  186T. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Vioe-Admiral  CommaQdiaff  in  Chief  Ui  for- 
wat^  to  70U  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  Report  oa  the  qualitf  of  the  Little 
tilace  Bay  Coal,  llie  result  of  ita  trial  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and  to  convey  to 
you  his  permiaaion  to  publish  it,  sbould  yon  wish  to  do  ao. — 1  am,  Sk,  your 
obedieot  servant,  (Signed,)         Henbv  P.  BnByAH,  Stcntwy. 

Editihd  p.  Abchbold,  Esq., 

TreatuTeT  oj  the  Qlace-Bay  Mining  Company, 

U.U.S.  Duncan, 

Halifax,  12th  April,  ISfiT, 
Sir,— Id  compliance  wit!i  yonr  diriCtiona  to  try  tho  two  aamplea  of  Little 
GUce  Bay,  Cape  Breton,  coals,  scut  to  the  Dock  Yard  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain tbeir  Btcamin^  capabilities,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they 
baTe  bad  a  fair  trial  id  the  boiler  of  the  unall  portable  engine  attached  to 
the  latbe-room,  and  also  on  board  the  Chargir  gunboa^  I  have  tested 
tbem  in  the  i^siial  way  for  carbon,  with  tbe  following  results ; 


Petcentage  of 

SHOEB 

Ash. 

e.79 
4.27 

2.12 
1.3 

able  in  quantity. 
Lightbrown,  and  consider- 
able in  quantity. 

2nd,— Botb  of  these  coals  light  np  qnickly,  r 
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13.5  per  cent,  and 

.  _      . ,       ,  .  jt  are  nearly  eqnal 

>  Welsb ;  which  is  further  corroboFaled  by  ibe  fact  that  the  av«^^ 
daily  expenditure  of  Welsh  and  Glace  Bay  coal,  Id  the  latbe-room  boiler, 
is  aa  nearly  as  possible  alike,  the  liarhor  Vein  hosing  alighUy  the  advan- 
tageof  the  Hub  Vein. 

4th. — Not  having  the  aeceaearr  apparatus,  I  am  nnable  to  test  these 
coals  for  sulphur,  but,  judging  by  the  manner  in  which  they  burn,  and 
other  obBervatioDi,  I  should  say  the  quantity  tbey  contain  is  very  email. 

Bih.— Being  similar  in  their  nature  to  North  of  England  coal,  they  are 
not  liable  to  make  much  small  cor  dust ;  and  would  therefore  stand  the 
cRects  of  transhipment  without  much  deterioration. 

fith.— I  am  thei^foro  of  opinion  that  both  of  these  coals  are  well  sniled 
for  the  use  of  U.K.  ships,  particularly  if  treated  in  the  some  way  as  or- 
dered by  the  Admiralty  respecting  English  coal,  viz:  mixed  with  Welsh 
in  proper  proportions. — I  have,  Jcc., 

(Signed,)        Edward  O.  Cricbtos,  Chiif  Engineer. 
Captain  Gibson,  H.M.S,  Duneun. 

TESTS  OF  THE  HUB  VEIN   COAL  BY  GAS  LIGHT  COMPANIES. 

Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  Uaich  39th,  1S65. 
100  lb.  Charges.        Weight  ul  charge       .        .        .        400  Iba. 
"  Gaa  made         ....  IS'K)  feet, 

"  Average  make  [>cr  pound    .      4  50  lOO    " 

"  Coke  mndo  ....        6  hush. 

"  Coke  inude,  in  Iba.      ...        250  lbs. 

Illuminating  power,  G  feel  Balwiog,  15  16-100  Candle, 

Providence  Gas  Light  Company. 
2  charges,  each  200  lbs.        .        .        400  Ihs,,  average  3^  hours. 
Product  ....         10G40ftetof  gasper  ton,  or  4J  ft  per  ib. 

" 33  3-11  bush,    coke,    merchantable,   and 

t  bush  nut  and  slack  or  dust. 
" 4  6-11  gns.  tar,   T  4  9  gns.  Tolatile  oil, 


New  York  Gas  Light  Oompany. 

48  retorts,  6  charges,  4  hours  each      .    40T1D  lbs.  at  4.64  to  thetb. 

10  chaldrons,  22  bushels  coke        .     .      1342  lbs.  to  the  ton^  coke. 

Candle  power,  13.    All  Provincial  coala  are  worked  ander  high  heafs. 

Another  trial   showed  (i.  B,  conl  to  yield   38  bushels  coke  to   the  ton, 

-weighing  1436  Iba.,  16  candles,  9000  teet  gas. 

Charleston  Gaa  Light  Company. 
100  lb.  charges.    Weight  of  charge,   700  lbs.    Gas  made,  3170  feet. 
AveragGper  lb.,  4  53-101)  feet.    Coke  made  in  lbs.,  448.    Coke  in  bushels, 
10  1,3.    niuminating  power,  5  Teet  Batwing,  16  candles. 

Gas  Works,  Halifax,  K.S.,  4th  May,  1S67, 
James  A.  UohIn,  Esq.,  Pritidrnt  Qlace  Bay  Mining  Company, 
Dear  Sir,— Having  requested  my  opinion  of  your  Huh  Vein  Coal  for 


The  coke  is  also  of  good  qnality,  and  I  bare  no  doubt  bat  the  coal  will 
improve' as  the  workings  are  increased  in  depth. 

I  am,  yours  truly, 
(Signed,)        Gbobqi  Buist,  Manager. 


.y  Google 


524  H18T0BY  OF   NOVA   BCOTIA, 

Thi  Olaci  Bat  Mnnia  Coupisj  bave  much  ple&gure  !□  calling  &tten- 
tlan  to  the  above  Report,  and  tests  of  their  coals,  and  beg;  to  intLmaie 
that  tbe  price  at  the  Uiaes,  at  Little  Olace  Buy,  Cape  Bretoo,  is  fixed  for 
the  preMDt  at  one  dotlor  aod  MveDtj-fire  cents  pet  too,  free  on  board,  for 
BCreened  coal ;  and  one  dollar  per  ton  for  slack. 


Halifax,  N.S.,  Mag  21«,  1872. 


LABORATORT  OP  KIMQ'S  OOLLBGE,  WINDSOR,    KS. 


To  Uessrs  Cunard  t  Uorrow, 

Agents  to  the  General  Hining  Association, 
Halifax. 

JanDBTf  10th,  I8T1. 
GBHTLiMnr,^  beg  to  report  to  jou  on  the  eiaminaUon  I  hare  just  coa- 
pleted  for  tbe  General  Minmg  Association  of  Landon,  according  to  direc- 
tions ^m   R.  n.  Brown,  Esq.,   Manager  at   tbe  Sjdne)'  Mutes,  Cape 

The  sample  of  Coal  forwarded  to  me,  last  month,  wSii  in  two  hoxea,  each 
8  inches  square  by  3  feet  long,  vrhich  contaioed  a  fbll  section  of  the  Uain 
Seam  H  feet  high,  half  the  length  being  in  each  boi.  Pieces  vere  takea 
throughouL  BO  that  a  fair  average  of  the  quality  of  the  whole  seam  might 
be  procored.  The  Coal  arrived  in  excellent  conditian  after  a  long  sea  voj^age 
and  about  SO  miles  of  laad  carriage,  of  which  a  were  bj  rail.  I  obtained 
the  foUowjQg  resnlts  on  analysis : — 

Compotiiiiit  qf  avtragt  tampUi  q/  the  tehole  uom  q^  Coal. 

Bt  HiDira  C<»iiia. 

Uoistore 3.04 

Volatile  combustible  matter..  31 .  14 

Fixed  carbon 61.50 

Ash  (reddish  brown) 4.33 

Theoretical  evaporative  power.T.SB  lb. 

Bt  Slow  Cocnco. 


T  beoretical  evaporative  power  9.(Mh . 

UeaD  coke  percent 66.21 

Mean  theoretical  evaporative  power 8.4S  lb. 

Ash  per  cant 4.32 

Sulphur  per  cent _ 1.24 

^>eci6c  gravity  of  average  samples —..  130 

Calculated  weight  of  one  cobic  foot,  unbroken. 81.10  lb. 

"  "  "  "        "    broken 64.60  lb. 

Space  fbr  one  ton,  3240  lb.,  on  stowage  ("  Econonuc 

Weight," 41,10  cubic  tet 
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CotKpotUiim  nfA»h. 

SBad  and  cUj W.fil 

Peroxide  of  iron 6133 

Alumina 4.84 

Sulphate  of  lime 10.98 

Lime a.os 

HagDesia 

Pbospboric  acid,  dedded  traceg 

Mangaoeae,  tracea. 

Chlorine,  Iracea 

100.00 

GAS  RETURNS, 
Bj  O.  BuiBt,  Esq.,  Manager  of  Hall&i  Gas  Works, 

(On  eomplce  furnished  bj  me.) 

«a8  (average  of  4  tests)  per  ton  of  3210  lb 8200  cubic  feet 

Coke_      _"  "  "  "        12951b.,  of  good  quality. 

Illnmuiating  power  of  gas  (average  of  6  teats). 8  candles. 
The  det^UaboTB  riven  eiplain  the  well  known  high  favor  in  which  this 
<:oal  has  been  held  for  upwards  of  forty  years  for  domestic  use,  and  also 
for  steam  producing  by  those  who  have  employed  it  carefully. 
Hbnri  How, 

Professor  of  Chemistry, 

REPORT  AS  TO  ALBION  MINB3  COAL. 
LfthoiBtory  of  King's  College,  Windsor,  N.3., 

Uarch  SOth,  1869. 

Sib,— I  have  carefully  examined  at  yoor  request,  for  the  Genet*!  Mining 
Association,  the  contents  of  two  barrels  of  coals,  marked  respectiTelv  ■ 
Foord  Pit,  UMa  Seam  ;  and  Cage  Pit,  Deep  Seam,  Albion  Mines-with  the 
foIiowiQg  results. 

Coal  from  Foord  Pit,  Main  Seam,  an  average  of  the  large  sunnle  of  this 
Coal  sent  gave :  "  " 

Moisture 1.48 

Volatile  combustible  matter 24  3B 

Fixed  carbon 86-50  I  ,,  ,,  „  , 

Ash .,_ „ 7.74  }  '♦■"  Coke. 

100.00 

Salpbur. 0B6 

apecifio  gravity :.394  Average  of  3  specimens. 

TheoreLcal  avapomtlve  power 9.13  lb. 

Coal  from  Cage  Pit,  Deep  Seam,  an  average  of  the  large  sample  seat 
gave  :— 

Moisture 2,64 

Volatile  combustible  matter 20.48 

Fixed  carbon 68.50  1  „„„ 

Ash 8.60  }  "■">  «•**■ 
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Sue  cific  gravity 1.34fi  Arerage  of  3  tpedmeiu- 

Tbeorelicsl  erapor-'' ""  "■ 


Snlpbi 

eraporatiTe  power. 9.41  lb. 

(BignedO 

HENRY  HOW,  D.C.L. 

Pntftuor  nf  CAem$try. 


J.  HtDSOR,  Esq., 

Agfil  O.  M.  A^  Albion  Mintt,  PieCou,  Jf.  3. 


Oat  Workt,  Ea^fia,  ith  June,  18T1. 

Eiperimentt  made  vllb  coal,  from  tbe  Foord  Pit,  Albion  HincB : 
Gasper  Ion  of  2240  IbB.  —  T,BIHI  cubic  feet. 
Ilium i Dating  pover=  IG  cAodlea. 
Coke,  of  very  good  qualitj. 

Gio.  BuTOT 


INTERNATIUNAL  COAL  CO. 

Tbe  followiagia  an  analysis  of  tbe  coalmodebf  tbeUanbattanGaiLighl 
Company,  New  Vorli,  January  10th,  ISTl. 

Huiamm  yield  per  (on 10,106  htX 

IlluminAting  power  at  0600  feet ,. 1703  candles. 

Coka  per  too _ 3S  busheU. 

Coke  Mr  ton 1440  Iba. 

Om  purified  by  one  bu«hel  of  lime 2311  teeX. 

Aeb  in  coaL G.O  per  cent. 

Ti^tile  matter 3S.5        '' 

Hud  oubon. _      BBJfj" 


ANALYSIS  OF  ACADIA  STBAH  COAL. 

Water - 2.30 

Volatile  Combutible  maUei.14.36 

Sulphur 18 

Fixed  Carbon 77.00 

Uineral  matter G.G6 

Tte  iBb,  which  1i  almost  wbite,  contains  couBiderable  alumioa,  s 
■ilica,  potasea.  aoda,  and  a  trace  of  lime. 


lica,  potasea.  aoda,  and  a  trace  of  lime. 

I  cubic  yard  weighB  2!01'5  pounds  avoifdu[Oii 

Boms  Ireely  wiinout  leftring  clinker. 


GOWRIE  MINE,  C.E 


32  Buirou  Bow,  Huifai,  2eih  Feb'y,  1863. 
Sample  narked  "  1st  and  2nd"  Bands  of  Coal  Seam,  in  balk,  ftom  the 
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Oowrie  Hfoe,  Cow  Bay,  Cap«  Braton,  aent  by  tha  Bod.  Thonua  D.  Archi- 
bald, eonlaioB  : — 

Hoistun MiO 

Bjdro-carboQaceou*  nuittcr. ST'OS 

Sujphoi 3-42 

Uo" fflTO 

lOO'OO 
Abb,  T'25  per  cent  coatains : 

Peroxide  of  Iron 63223 

Alumina IT'065 

Sulpboi tntcea 

Silica 30312 

100000 
EToporalice  power. 8*63 

w.  T.  RioKiBD,  F.aa.     * 

No.  2. 
iKiT  ornoi  um  laboutobbb. 

33  ^DfoSD  Row,  HiLWAi,  zeth  Feb'j,  1863. 

Sample  marked  "i"  Band  of  Coal  8«ani  from  Qowrie  Mine,  Cow  Bar 
CapeBretoD,  sent  bj  the  Eoa.  Tbaiaas  D.  Archibald,  cod talna  :— 

Uoisturs 1-46 

Hjdro-carbonaceous  matter 37-27 

Snlphor 1-27 

Coke 60-00 


W.  T.  RiCKUD,  F.C.S. 

SCHOONER  POND,  O.B. 

TbiB  oollirrr,  connected  with  Sjia^y  Harbor  bj  a  br&ach  of  the  Glasgow 
and  Cape  Kreton  Railwaj,  ia  in  ooune  of  derelopmetit. 

The  roUowiog  are  aoaljses  of  the  coal  made  at  Ibe  Rojal  School  of 
UiDM,  London  :— 

Carbon T8.tO         Volatile  matter 3C.13 

Hydrogen 6.48         Coke 01.90 

OiTgen  *c. )      ta,        Water 2.67 

MitrSgen        J  -  ^"^^  

Salpbor. 3.49  100.0a 


Water... 


SPRING  HILL  UINIHQ  COUPANV,  CUMBERLAND  COVmT. 


The  Coal  Field  which  we  have  caiefally  examined,  and  which  !■  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  this  Report,  ia  situate  in  the  coonty  of  Cumberiand,  in  tha  ProTioM 
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of  VovK  Scotia.    II  is  geuenll;  described  aa  tha  "  Springhilt"  Coal  Field, 


the  coal  lb  eiceedingl;  good.     It  ma;  be  detcribed  as  a  bitumiooiu  coal, 
bul  of  dense  and  strong  structure. 

About  45  yards  below  tbe  main  aeam  we  proTed  (by  sinking  a  small 
■barij  anotber  Beam  of  about  3  feet  tbick,  of  good  workable  cod,  hftTing 


..an— not  oootaining  an  eiceaB  of  aeh,  and  free  from  sulphur.     

pbysicBl  cbBract«risiL<:s  of  (be  coal  are,  its  cubical  clean  fnwtnre,  fraedom 
from  "  bat"  and  dirt,  often  asBocialed  is  tbe  seam,  and  a  densitj  and 
strengtbiaf  Btracture  which  suits  sither  foi  coking,  or,  we  tliiak,  for  use 


The  snmples  of  coal  examioed  were  taken  from  tbe  main  leain  of  tbe 
Spriugbill  coal  field.  An  eiaminalion  oi  the  eiteroal  cburacter  of  this  coal 
flhowB  it  to  be  a  bituminous  coal  of  a  moderately  compact  texture,  and  not 
inclin^  to  fall  to  piecea,  or  slack.  Four  samples  were  taken  for  anainis, 
1.  aad  II.  wera  two  areragea  of  tbe  wbole  box  ;  III.  was  a  picked  Bample  of 
tbe  beet  (most  compact)  cool ;  and  IV.  was  a  specimen  of  (be  coal  sbowing 
a  sbaly  texture.  The  results  of  prozimat«  aoaiysis  in  tbe  labomtory  weic 
BS  fbllowB  : 

I.     II.     m.     IV. 

HjgTOBCopic  Uaislore -    I.2I  .S8  .B8  1.28 

Tobtile  combuBlible  matter 33.08  35A2  33.27  35.66 

Fixed  carbon 61.49  69.42  63.85  68,53 

Asb  (perfectly  white) 4.22  4.08  2,30  4.53 


100.00  100.00  100.00     100.00 

Coke 85.71     63.60     66.15      63.06 

Total  amount  of  solphur  in  coal,  0.225  per  cent 

RESERVE  GOLLIEBY,  C3. 

Tbe  fbllowing  anftlysis  was  made  bj  the  Hanhatlan  Gas  Light  CotDpaDj, 
Mew  York  i 

Cbai^,  2240  lbs.    Time  3  b.  GO  m. 

Ua^mum  yield  per  ton > 9&50fl. 

Uiuminaling  power  at  9500  feet 13. IT  candles. 

Coke,  p«rton,38busheU 1520  Ibe. 

Gas  pntifled  by  one  bushel  lime -  ISBO  ft. 

Kew  TMk.  London. 

Volatile  matter _ 34.50 36.26 

Fixed  cartwn ~  69.50  Ooke .61.14 

Ash 6.00  WaW. _-l.0O 
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HI8T0ET   or   NOVA  SOOTIA. 


LUt  of  cabin  and  stceiaK  passengerB  per  S£.  Ciif  of  Boston  booked  at 
fialifu  ;- 

Cabin— Mr.  W.  E.  Potter,  Captain  Wm.  Forbes,  (aurTeyor  to  French 
Llofds),  U[.  Lecontf.  Master  F.  R.  Robinaon,  Maarer  Thoa.  B.  Robinson, 


Hamilton,  6Bth  Rpgt.,  Mr.  Jamee  Allan,  (-of  J.  Allan  *  Co),  Mr. 
K.  bouU,  (of  Doull  &  Uiller),  Mr.  Edward  miling,  (of  Anderson,  Billing  * 
Co.,J  Mrs.  Kiedbal,  child  and  inbnt,  Mr.  John  B.  Young,  C.B.,  Mr.  BaSer, 
lady,  2  cliildten  and  nurae  Mrs.  Orange  and  child,  Mr.  John  Barron  (of  P. 
Power  &  Co.,)  Mr.  Waller  Bairon,  Mr.  P.  Power,  jun.,  Capt,  Swrling,  ludy, 
infant  and  nurae,  Mr.  Ju.  N.  Paint,  MiaaF.Punt,  Mr.  G.  jA.  Kdoi,  (of 
Kdoi  &  Jordan),  Hr.  Wm.  Hurrar,  lof  Burns  A  Hurra?,)  Mr.  C.  iJ.  Silver, 
<of  W.ft  C.  SilTfT,)  B.J.  Kenn7,(orT.  4  S.  Kenny,)  Mr.  John  Thomson, 
<of  Thomson  &  Co..)  Mr,  U.  C.  Mocej,  (Deputj-asjillont  SapertatendeDt 
of  Stares.)  Lieut.  Orange  and  female  Mrrant,  Lieut.  Kildahiand  female 
8er«at  Mr.  John  D.  Purdj,  Mr.  Chas.  Fisher,  Mr.  T.  B.  Monig(nneiT,Hr. 
W.  Packs,  (of  St,  John.) 

Stfe rage— Joseph  Holland,  Jas.  Orarea,  Mary  E.  Enkine,  Pat.  Curidy, 
George  Rowling,  Jos.  McCain  and  wife,  senrant  of  LteuC  Uiange,  •erTant 
of  LieoL  Kildabi. 

ADDENDA. 

The  following  paragraph  wai  omitted  at  page  430 ; 

Mr.  LeVeaconU  having,  towards  tbe  close  ul  1HH4,  retired  from  the  offiee 
of  Financial  Secretary,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  James  HcDoaali^  member 
for  Ficbin  County— an  appoiclment  which  proved  an  important  accesaion 
to  the  admijUBlralire  capacity  and  strength  oftbe  Qoveinment. 

In  the  content!  of  Chapter  XXI,  the  reader  will  End.  "Death  of  Dr. 
Forrester"  referring  la  the  following  notice  which  was  acddentally  omitted 
from  the  place  indicated. 

On  tbe  twentieth  of  April,  1869,  Alexander  Forrester,  D.D^  Superinten- 
dent of  Education  for  Nova  Scotia  Horn  1855  to  18S4,  and  Principal  oftbe 
Provincial  Normal  College,  died  at  New  York,     '■-■--  ■--  ■ -^  '-- 

medical  advice.    Be  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  e  __ 
IS05,  receiving  his  edacatioa  at  the  University  of  Edioburgli.    He  ■ 
lioenacd  in  1831,  and  onlained  in  1835.    Be  was  first  settled  as  a  |»stor  1 
the  pariah  of  Sorbie,  in  Wigtonsbife,  where  he  — "">!— ^  „^i:i  ih.A,.„n.r,i:n 
-'■'e  Free  Church  from  the  EsUblishment  io 

belong,.,,  ......  .,.,.,.,_^« 

_ ._....  ..      n  he  was  called  t< 

(e  of  the  Free  Middle  Church,  Paisley,  where  be  remained  four  years, 
uDui  1848,  when  he  visited  Nova  ijcotia  aa  a  deputy  of  tbe  Free  Church. 
Hbre  he  remained,  and  sapplied  St.  John's  Church,  Halifax,  for  three 
months,  during  which  time  ha  organized  classes  which  became  the  nnclena 
ofthe  Free  Church  College.  He  received  a  call  from  St.  John's  C  hnrcb,  of 
which  be  accepted.  In  November,  1848,  tlie  Free  Cburch  College  was 
opened,  and  Dr.  Forrester  gave  lectures  on  natural  science.  The  congiega- 
tion  of  St.  John's  bnilt  (Jhaimer's  Church,  which  was  opened  by  Gun  in 
1 855,  and  in  whicb  he  ministered  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  ^perin- 
tendentofBducaliOTiaud  Principal  oftbe  Provincial  Normal  College.  During 
bis  pastj>rate  he  had  visited  Prince  Edward  island,  New  Brunswiclt,  Cape 
Breton,  Bermuda  and  Newfoundland,  preaching  and  delivering  lectures, 
iofHising  a  portion  of  his  own  enthusiasm  into  tbe  public  mind.  From  the 
time  of  Dr.  Forrestfr's  arrival  in  the  ProTince  till  his  death  he  labored 
most  assiduoosly  and  successfully  in  elevating  the  edncattonal  status  o[ 
the  Province,  and  In  diffusing  the  religion  of  Christ.  "  The  Teacher's  Text 
Book  "  remains  as  a  durable  monument  to  bis  mtscnline  iulellect,  aud  de- 
al cause  of  popular  education.      The  teachers  oftbe 

, M  mark  their  esteem  and  gratitude  for  services  rendered 

not  only  to  the  causa  of  education,  but  especially  to  the  teacbing  profession, 
by  erecting  a  memorial  atone  in  Truro,  to  one  whose  repatation  will 
brighten,  and  whose  services  will  be  more  highly  ^preciated,  as  time  ad- 
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Governor 65 

Defends  Port  Rojalacainst  the  Bnglisb.      6S 
Uis  BDggestiou  to  cofonise  the  country 
disregarded  by  (he  French  government.     66 

StrengOiens  Port  Royal 66 

Solicits  Aid  from  French  Government...      68 
Compelled  fo  surrender  Port  Royal  to 

the  English 69 

SiDNKT   BiEBOL'E.      VisitBd  by  Admiral 

Walker's  fleet 71 


TiTLOR,  Mr.   Atiormit.  An    accuser  of 

Judges  Deschampa  luid  Breotun 

TmoBAPH,    Elictkic.    Fjrst  erected   in 

Nova  SooUa : 

Tbufbbancr  Sociitus.    Thetrprogressin 

the  province  in  1839 ' 

Convention  held  in  Halifax 

Working  of  tbo  Maine  Liquor  Lav  dis- 

Frohibitory  Liquor  Law  discossediiiAj- 
sembly.    Mr.  Howe's  speech 


TiMPLB.  SiK  Thos.    Appoin'.ed  Govenur 

of  Nova  Scotia -     ! 

Is  compelled  to  restore  the  country  to 
France 

Thompson,  The  Rjoht  Hom.  Chas.    Gover- 
nor General  of  Canada,  viaiu  Halifax    3 

Thompsok,  Jab,  assists  commissi  oners  for 
consolidating    and    simplifying    1^ 

Thobbr,  RoBT.    Voyage  of. 

ToBtH,  Hon.  Hicbarl.    Chairman  at  the 

Reform  dianer  at  Halifax „.    3 

Appointed  a  member  of  the  Reform  ad- 

miaiatratioa 3 

ToBiN,   Tnos    S.    Appointed  a  Railway 

Commisioner 31 

TOKQI,  CoLLINBAM.     lucuTs  the  euDiily  of 

Governor  Wentworth I 

Tour,  CLAm>i  Di  la.    Made  prisoner  by 

Kirk  and  taken  to  Ea^luid 1 

Is  won  over  to  English  interests.  Headl 

an  expedition  to  Nova  Scotia 

Attempts  to  seduce  his  sod  from  Prencb 

allegiance _ 

Settles  in  Acadia - 

Takes  possession  of  Nova  Scotia,  except 

Port  Royal -     . 
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attempt  to  force  him  from  his  aDe- 

gianco __.._.,      l 
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Kine I 
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Capture  ofhia  fle«t  by  Chamise ■ 
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Marries  widow  o(  Charoisfi 

His  Forts  seized  by  Major  Sedgwick .     1 
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ilis  death.  His  character  vindicated-— 
Totip,  Madam  Db  la.  Heroic  conduct  of.. 
Thkatibs  which  ArracTiD  Nov*  Sootla- 

Treatr  of  St.  Uermains 

"        "    Westminster. -. 

"       "    Breda _ 

"       "    Byswick 

"        «    Utrecht 

"        "    Aix  la  Cbapelle 

"    _   "    Ghent _    : 

Reciprodly    Treaty  with   the    United 

States 3 

"TaiBUHi  La,"   Frigate,  Loss  of,  at   Um 

entrance  to  Halifax  Harbor I 

Taoop,  J,  C.    Appointed  member  of  Antt- 

oonfederate  Government 4 

Delegated  to  London  to  urge  repeal  of 

Confederation  Act _.    + 

TBHito,  CoBiqciD  AKP  Ohslov.  Population 

of,  1720 ! 

Tcfpbb,  Db.    Chas.    Elected  member  (be 

CamberUnd,  defeating  Jos.  Howe. 3 

Appointed  Provincial  Sacretaiy t 
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by  Hon.  Joseph  Howe 
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Blayler 
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U. 
UniontR,  J.  Attomev  Qeneral.  Pnsides 

at  the  WaterlooDinneratHalibi 

Uhiioeb,  R.  J.,  Jmt.    Moves  anaddrcM  to 
Bit  Majeal7  on  the  Roman   Catholic 

Test  Bill J5T 

Speech  on  the  rejection  hj  tbe  Council 
of  bill  for    an   incretised    duty  on 

brandv 2T2 

UMUcn,  CiorvM.  Prepares  U>  colled  the 

QoH  Rents 367 

UnAcn,  J.  B.    Speech  on  the  niptnre  of 

Oonncil  with  the  Hotue  of  Assembly...    316 
Tenders   his  resignation  as  member  of 

Council 3B2 

If  Dves  a  vole  of  want  of  confidence  in 

tbe  Qovemment 366 

Assists  in  forming  a  new  Adminislra- 

Appoinled    Commissioner    of    Crown 

(Jkion  of  the  PaoviNcas.  (See  Confedera- 

First  Federal,   which    took    place  in 

United  Stitib.  War  declared   between 

Great  Britain  and ___ 

Reciprocity  Treaty  concloded  with 378 

UTHKiar,TaB4Tiof.  (See  Appendix  D)..,, 


ViiL,  W.  B.  Appointed  Provincial  3ecre- 

TiuDBicn,.  French  Government  of  Canada 
inst  nclB  French  Hiesionaries  to  stir  up 

Indians  against  the  English 

TirTCB,  OoLOHn..  Submits  plan  of  attack 


on   French   settlements    to  Govern- 

Appointed  Governor  of  Port  Royai 

Hia  report    to   the  Briliah  Qovemment 

respecting  the  Acadiang 

TiHAEAHo.     visits  Gape  Breton 

ViCABS,  Capt.H.   His  death  al  Sebastopol    . 
ViLLiBoa,  Chivaluk  Di.  Appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  Nova  Scotia 

Finds  Port  Bo;al  mined  by  the  English. 

Retires  to  the  River  St.  John 

Is  succeeded  by  Brouillan 

TiNciHT,  Pbrb.    A  leader  of  tbs  Acadians 


Wadi,  Johh  C.  Elected  Speaker  of  House 

of  Assembly 414 

Walib,  Pukcc  ov.     His   visit    to    Nova 

Scotia 40T 

WALERit,  AnmRAL,  Commands  an  expedi- 
tion against  Canada 10 

Encounter*  disasters  in  tbe  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  and  abandons    the  enter- 

Holdsa  U on nril.and  resolves  not  lo  at- 
tack Piacentia,  Nfld Tl 

Returns  to  Britain,  and  Is  ridiculed Tl 

Wallacs,  Hos.  MtOBAiL.  ItepresenlB  Dal- 
housie  College  tn  a  conference  with 

the  governors  of  King's 339 

Appointed  interim  Governor,  and  dis- 
solves theHonse 2TS 

WuswKiaHT,  CoLOHKL.  Commands  an  ei- 

.  pedition  agolniit  Port  Royal 6S 

Wab  declared  between  Great  Britain  and 

in  1889 eo 

'■  1744 86 

"  1756 140 

"  1793 178 
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in  leiJ 211 

Wasbbr,  ConoDORi.  Refuse*  to  co-oper- 
ate with  Hew  Engtanders  intheattack 

at  Lonisbourg 69 

Receives   instructions  to   assist  in  tbe 
attack,  and  to  join  the  expedition  at 

Canso 89 

Assists  at  reduction  of  Looisbourg.  U 

made  an  Admiral M 

Acts  jointly  with  Sir  Wm.  Pepperitl  as 

Governor  of  Lonisbourg 91 

Watsrloo,  Battis  or.  Rejoicings  in  Hal- 
ifax at  the  tidings  of. 21) 

Liberal  subscription  for  the  families  of 

the  slain 219 

WkLsrosD,  Major  A.  F.    His  death  at  Se- 
bastopol.    Monument  erected  to  his 

memory 391 

WiNTwoaTH,    Joan.    Governor  of  Nova 

Scotia.    His  arrival 1T6 

Dissolves  the  Aasemhly.  Puts  the  Prov- 
ince in  a  stale  <A  defence 1T& 
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Uc  delibwatiooi  of  Oooncll 313 
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Delegated  toKaglaod  bytlie  LegitUlive 

CoQDcil 3J6 

Appointed  ProTincial  SecretaiT 377 

'WiuuKS,  IUbtiii  I.  Batlrea  ttoai  the  Admin- 

ialralion 40O 

Appointed  Attorney  Oeneral 456 

fill  reBolotion  proletting  agaiott  Coo- 

federatloa. 4M 

WiLUAHS,  Sis  Fbnwioi.  Sneoeed*  &r  R. 
0.  tUcDonnell  tMQoretnor  of  Nora 

SeoWa *49 

Hiaheroio  coadaoiat  Kari 393 

WuDsoB.  College  at,  founded  b;  the  Le- 

(^alature aS5 

Extent  of  lt«  exports  of  g^panm  in  1134    399 

Dedaredft  Free  Port 326 

■WiMSLow,  Cotomn.,  Preparei  fbr  eipulaioQ 

of  Acad  ians  from  Annapolil 13T 

Summary  of  bta  carser 12T 

WoLn,  BaiaimiH'QaNiuL,  Takei  pari  in 
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Selected  to  leadanarmyagainit  Qnebec    143 
Bis  lUaeH.    Eeavj  louel  instaiMd  by 

hiB  forces 144 
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of  Abraham 144 
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Extent  of  shipping  inl83+ 

ToDMO,  John.  Hib  letters  on  agriculture. 
(See  Agricola) 

Biography  of. 
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Speech  on  tbe  encroachments  of  the 
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Publishes  letter*  to  a.  G.  W.  Archibfiid. 

Bpescb  on  reply  of  the  Council  to  re- 

coiamendattoDS  of  the  Assembly ' 

YocNa,  6*o.  R.  His  ioterest  in  the  Halifax 
MachanicB  Inatilute -    ! 

Appointed  a  member  of  ibe  Befonn 
AdmiuiBtration ■ 

Bepliei  to  Hon.  S.  Coaatd's  letlec  con- 
cerning the  Qeneral  Uining  Anoci- 

YoDxo  8m  Wn.Liin,OhiBJ  Jnetice  of  Nora 
Scotia.    Speech  concerning  pnbUo  delt- 

ben^onaof  theOoaneil 3 

Bemarki  on  tfae  motion  to  limit  dor^ 

tjon  of  Parliament  to  four  yean_ 3 

O^nion    reguding     l<e«llt7    of  Aes 

exacted  by  iodge« ■■ 3 

Appointed  a  delegate  to  coBar  wiUi 

XordDortam 3 

Delegated  to  Britain  to  urge  eerb^  re- 

Eleetad  Speakar  of  the  House  of  Asiem- 
bly 3 

Vi^ti  Gtuiada,  and  ia  entertnuied  at  a 
banquet  in  Toronto — ...    3 

A  oomraiBBionei  for  coaiolidatlnir  ud 
BloiplifyinB  the  laws 31 

RooonatrnciB  the  OarannieDt. 31 

AppMDied  Pres^ent  of  the  Coaocil V. 
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